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Governor commends
conservation farmers for efforts

By Governor Terry Branstad

In Iowa, agriculture means an
abundance of crops ripe for harvest
— 26 mililion acres or almost three-
fourths of our state is planted yearly
to row crops.

Our massive production of
agriculture commodities is
sustained by our soil resources.
Combined with suitable climate and
agricultural management, our rich
topsoil makes Iowa a major source
of food production for this country
and thé world. Moreover, three-
fourths of all jobs can be traced to

2000 folders to each landowner in the
state. These folders will alert lan-
downers to their soil conservation
needs, suggest steps they can take to
reduce their own erosion losses, and
explain incentive and assistance
programs available for the design
and installation of conservation
systems.

To further accelerate land
treatment and to meet demand
stimulated by Iowa Soil 2000, fun-
ding for the state’s cost-sharing
program for soil conservation was
increased in 1983 from $5.6 million to

otherwise be able to finance needed
conservation practices.

The record of participation by
landowners in these programs
during the past year is indicative of
the agricultural community’s
commitment to protecting this all-
important natural resource. While
much still needs to be done, and we
are far from finished, landowners’
investment in soil conservation this
past year is proof of their faith in the
future.

I am also pleased to report that
Iowa’s farmers and landowners are

“We are at a critical juncture
in stemming the tide against soil erosion.”

agriculture. Thus, it makes sense for
Towans, both on and off the farm, to
recognize and share an interest in

the important responsibility we have -

to protect our soil resources.

The riches of our soil are so great
that they are seemingly limitless.
However, the abundance of our food
production could dramatically
diminish in the next 20 years if steps
are not taken to deal with serious
soil erosion problems I am pleased
to say that in Iowa, we are. con
sidering the soil.”

In this 1984 ‘‘State Year of the
Soil,” it seems appropriate to recap
some of our successes. In 1980, the
Iowa General Assembly enacted
legislation known as the ‘“Iowa Soil
2000 Program.” Iowa’s 100 soil
conservation districts have begun
the process of delivering Iowa Soil

$8.3 million. Funding for the current
fiscal year was authorized at a level
of $8.6 million this past spring. These
monies are used for cost-sharing
with landowners who put an equal
amount of their own dollars for the
construction of permanent soil
conservation practices. These
practices—terraces, grass water-
ways, grade stabilization structures,
and others—have off-site benefits of
controlling run-off and siltation as
well as their on-site purpose of
holding soil in place to preserve its

- productiviby .« ommra

During this past year, we were
also able to make the first no-
interest loan as part of a program
initiated just a year ago. Used for
the same types of permanent soil
conservation practices as cost-share
funds, this program offers an
alternative approach for low net
worth farmers who might not

Let Us Help You
With our

Soil
Conservation
Tillage
Equipment

6500 IH Conser-Till

5500 IH Chisel Plows

#14 TH Subsoilers

Series 200 Kewanee
Plow Disc

Jaycox

Implement
Inc.
Lake Park, Iowa
712-832-3151

| SORENSEN

el aser Controlled

FARM TILING
eDitch Cleaning

eUnderground Boring

or 712-832-3395

eSewer and Waterwork

Sorensen Farm Dramage, Inc.
Hartley, lowa ® 1-712-728-2415

rapidly adopting new reduced-
tillage techniques that can sub-
stantially reduce erosion losses
without additional capitol in-
vestments.

Iowa’s conservation farmers are
to be commended for their
pioneering efforts to protect our soil
resource base and for their
willingness to do conservation work
even during times when economic
conditions are somewhat less than
favorable. The support of the non-
farm community for soil con-

-semhonprogramsﬂndeffwts is §

also key to continued success in the

war we wage against soil erosion. -

We are at a critical juncture in
stemming the tide against soil
erosion. We need to .heighten
awareness of the importance of our
soil resource and the fact that there
are limits to our ability to produce
year after year without adequate
protection and conservation.

FARM

| DRAINAGE, INC. .\

Serving Area Farmers With:

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Fiscal Year 1983-1984

District’s IM Budget

Receipts
Allocation from State Soil
Conservation Committee................ $ 2,300.00
Disbursements
Commissioners’ mileage, meals and hotel
while out of town . ...... ol e e e $ 1,222.58
Office supplies and expense ............. $ 563631
PABHDO - s e e e $ 31.95
Released To State Soil
Conservation Committee................ $ 398.16
Total Disbursements ..................... $ 2,300.00 .
HIM Budget (State Cost-Share)
Receipts
1982-1983 Allocation from State Soil
Conservation Committee. ............... $ 17,668.00
Disbursements
FOtalSEBNt . o aie e e $ 15,309.88
Released to State Soil Conservation
Commilles 7 5 o i s e $: 2358442
Total Disbursements ..................... $ 17,668.00
Receipts
1983-1984 Allocation from State Soil
Conservation Committee................ $ 25,479.00
Disbursements
Sotalshent . oo i nan F e $ 15,199.03
Fotabobligatad o st e $ 7,526.75
Total-unobligated-.. . . 5. s e $ 2,753.22
Fotll. s e e e $ 25,479.00

D & L Constructlon

| SPIRIT LAKE, 1A

provndmg soil conservation

.serV|ces to N.W. lowa for over
15 years.

*Drainage eTiling
*Backhoe & Dozer Work
eWe Repair Tile
See Us Today

““WE DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME!”"

W D&L
CONSTRUCTION

336-1561 '
LEROY LENZ - OWNER - J
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acrylic glazing

T LET THOSE WINTER WINDS ~ ~ -
WHISTLE THROUGH YOUR HOUSE THIS YEAR.

VAGNELILES

INSIDE MAGNETIC INSULATING WINDOW

SATISIFIED CUSTOMERS

Many thousands of homes, schools, banks, and office
buildings have installed MAGNETITE® with dramatic
results. Most home owners are experiencing greater com-

_fort and a 2 to 3 year payback. MAGNETITE® has become

one of today’s great investments.

MAGNETITE® is covered by a five year warranty, and the
Federal Government has also approved them for tax
credits.

Here’s how it works

MAGNETITE is easliy installed on wood, steel or aluminum
window!

The MAGNETITE utilitzes a continuous strip of flexible per-
manent magnetic material and ABS Polymer to attach the
acrylic glazing. This forms a double-glazed insulating
system. The magnet is drawn to a color-matched steel strip
backed with adhesive that is attached to your window
frame. This approach not only reduces conductive heat

How Effective

The infra-red photograph
(thermography) shown
below traces heat escaping
from the front windows of a
home on a typical winter
early evening at 30°. Heat is
shown in light areas. Dark
spots represent cold or no
heat loss. As you can see,
lower windows with
aluminum storm windows
register substantial heat
loss. The upper windows
equipped with MAGNETITE
windows shown very low

loss, but creates a tight magnetic seal around the entire
frame of the existing window that eliminates cold air
infiltration.

heat loss.

Millions of tiny magnets working together to produced en-
ergy-efficient dollar savings.

Here’s what you lose

‘Cold air blows in through the cracks
around your window all winter long. If
you add up the crack space around the
moving parts of your window, it comes
out to be 12 sq. inches. Just like having
a hole this big right through the middie
of your window. The cold air blowing in
through this hole can account formore
than half of the heat loss through your
window.

(Dark object above is a telephone
pole in front of the house. Light
across top and sides show heat
escaping from eaves and other unin-
sulated areas.)” .

OUR RURAL
PAINT SALE
HAS BEEN
EXTENDED
THRU
0CT. 6, 1984

Diamond Vogel
Rural Red

;'I‘ll‘ﬂ White $ 925

0il Base Paint al. |

~—

If you add an aluminum storm window,
it only reduces the effective crack space
to a hole this size.

With the {AGRBFFE

the crack space is reduced
to a hole this size

Compare
THE MAGNETITE window will out-look
and out-perform any other conventional
type insulated window. |

& GLASS

1508 Hill Ave , Spirit Lake

B R o St we O

LR SO IS I T T E R N VESELTLEE - IFINRRN

SV AR A RSHEATY SI0 S0 L L R i O Gl S by S b e L L



Page 4C Thursday, Sept. 27, 1984

Today the majority of farms in lowa are specialized

By Clarence Call
District Conservationist

When I started to work for the Soil
Conservation Service back in 1956, I
thought our mission of treating
every acre according to its needs
could possibly be accomplished by
1986. In 30 years our work could be
done. Now, in 1984, I wonder if it will
be done by 2084.

We have some old USDA bulletins
.in the files that were published in
1934. At that time, SCS was ad-
vocating the .building of terraces
with a moldboard plow. They also
talked about crop rotations, contour
farming, waterways and structures
to control gully erosion. The farmers
in Iowa in 1934 were practicing soil
conservation as a matter of course.
It was a natural thing to do with crop
rotations. All farms had livestock
and grew corn, oats and hay crops.
The only row crop grown was corn.

Now the diversified farming
methods are gone. Most farms in
Iowa are specialized. They grow

Concerned
about water

Towa farmers are beginning to get
concerned about the quality of the
state’s water, according to the fall
1983 Towa Farm and Rural Life poll.

Of 2,011 Iowa farmers randomly
sampled in the poll, 47 percent felt
water quality was a problem in
Jowa. Thirty percent said their
community had " a severe or
moderate water quality problem,

and 20 percent felt they had.a.water.

quality problem on their farm.

In general, respondents viewed
the problem as being much worse
the farther it was from home, Paul
Lasley, Iowa State University
Extension sociologist, said. But
further analysis of survey responses
showed that farmers’ perceptions of
water quality problems vary across
the state.

For example, almost one-third of
the farmers in the Creston and
Ottumwa Extension areas felt they
had a moderate or severe problem
on their farms. Areas in north and

eastern Iowa tended to report less

water quality problems.

We’d like to salute those
farmers who have taken
an interest in
Soil Conservation.

Farmers
Exchange
Coop

Lake Park 832-3621

only two erops — corn and soybeans
as a cash crop. The only rotation we
have is corn and soybeans — both
highly erosive in early spring and
summer. Keeping soil erosion under
control now is much more difficult
than it was 50 years ago.

Present soil erosion control

methods may employ more than one
practice. A farm may need terraces
and conservation tillage in order to
hold soil losses to an acceptable
level. On the flat land, conservation
tillage is probably enough to check
both wind and water erosion.

Yes, we do have a long way to go.

There is much more land under
cultivation now than 50 years ago.
Much of it is marginal land and is
planted to row crops. The job of
conserving our greatest natural
resource, the soil, is much larger
today than it was in 1934. Our
greatest need is to educate those

who are using the soil. Conserving
the soil should come as natural to a
farmer as servicing the pick-up.

We have done much to protect our
natural resources, but we still have
much to do. If you need help, please
call on your local Soil Conservation
Service office.

lowa soil isindouble erosion trouble

JTowa soil is in double trouble,
according to the latest inventory of
natural resources that estimates
average yearly losses due to erosion.

The 1982 Natural Resources In- .

ventory (NRI) shows the average
water-caused soil erosion in Iowa is
%4 tons an acre each year. This is
‘ngarly double the 5 tons that con-
‘sérivationists say is tolerable and is
more than double the national
average of 4.4 tons an acre a year.

‘“To make matters worse, the 9.4

" tons per acre of annual average soil

loss only includes losses from sheet
and rill erosion,”” Mike Nethery,
state conservationist, USDA Soil
Conservation Service (SCS), said.
“‘When you include wind erosion, we
have an average loss of 12 tons per
acre per year on our cropland.”
Nethery said Iowa’s NRI average

We Want Your

S i T e

soil loss figures are based on in-
formation gathered by the USDA
SCS from 6,000 primary sample
units and nearly 20,000 specific
points.

‘“‘We don’t measure average
;jyearly soil loss with rulers or

.anything like that,” he said. “We
‘look at the conditions, soils and

cropping patterns in selected Iowa
locations. From these data, we
predict Iowa’s erosion rates using a
soil loss formula called the universal
soil loss equation.”

In the 1982 survey, the USDA SCS
found that about 26 million acres
were in rowcrop in Iowa. At 9.4 tons
per acre, Iowa cropland lost about
248 million tons of soil that year.

“There also is the misconception
that we measure our soil loss each

o T
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Propane Gas Load!‘

GRAIN DRYERS
and

HOME

Ferrellgas

2310 15th Street
P.O. Box 261
Spirit Lake, lowa

712-336-1389

HEATING

$1.00 First Year
Tank Lease

Give us a call on Gas Pricing,
and ask
about our Corn Drying Special.

~ Formerly
NORGAS Propane

year,” Nethery said. “Our estimates
are for the erosion we expect for an
average year, based on the con-
ditions we find in the survey year.”

The USDA also did a survey in
1977. The soil loss estimated at that
time in Iowa was 9.9 tons an acre a
year. Nethery says Iowa’s 1982 loss
represents some improvement in
erosion control and reflects in-
creases in use of conservation tillage
in the state.

“But for the most part, there

1-:me ;

s
”/1//’ ///// L Ao

wasn’t much change from 1977 to
1982,”’ he said. ‘‘And the 1982 figure
is certainly higher than we want it to
be. It shows that we have a lot of
work to do before we get our soil
erosion problems under control.”

Another inventory is scheduled for
1987. Nethery said the inventory
.helps government agencies keep
abreast of the status of the nation’s
natural resources. It also helps them
set priorities for targeting soil
conservation funds and plan future

| conservation programs.

“You know we work for you.”

Spirit Lake
336-1262

GRINNELL, UTUA

INSURANC £ el OM P 4
Grmnell Mutual Reinsurance Company
Grinnell. 1A 50112

DICKINSON COUNTY

MUTUAL

Milford
338-4826




OFFICE PERSONNEL at the Dickinson County Soil Conservation
Service Office includes, left to right, Dennis Rustman, Conservation
Technician; Betty Farmer, State Clerk, and Clarence Call, District
Conservationist.(Photo by Susan Reiser)

. SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT COM-
MISSIONERS include, front, left to right, Assistant
Commissioner Chris Hoffman, Chairman Robert C.
Ingwersen, and Commissioner Charles Shorey. Back
row, left to right, Vice Chairman Orville Berg,

' (Editor’s note: It only seems
| befitting that this 1984 Soil Con-
servation section should be
dedicated to the memory of Com-

died unexpectedly Sept. 5 at the
Dickinson County Memorial

missioner Andrew Hoffman, who

1 wife,

HOFFMAN

Assistant Commissioner Maurice Dougal, Com-
missioner Ernest H. Skow, and the late Andrew Hoff-
man. Ingwersen was recently named a Regional
District Commissioner.(Phote by Susan Reiser)

AREA PERSONNEL

Wallis R. Tonsfeldt, Area Conservationist
Dick Hall, Area Engineer

John Vogel, Resource Conservationist
Margaret L. Walker, Area Clerk

Judy Rathel, Area Clerk

OFFICE PERSONNEL

Clarence M. Call, District Conservationist
Dennis ‘Rustman, Conservation Technician
Betty Farmer, State Clerk

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Robert C. Ingwersen, Chairman

Orville J. Berg, Vice Chairman

Charles Shorey

Ernest H. Skow

Andrew H. Hoffman (deceased)

Chris Hoffman, Assistant Commissioner
and Secretary

Maurice Dougal, Assistant Commissioner

-

Hospital following a heart attack.
Hoffman, 55, had been a Seil
| Conservation District Commissioner
for 21 years and was well known
throughout the county and the upper
midwest for his purebred Holstein
' breeding business. He was awarded
the Distinguished Dairyman award
by the Cedar Rapids Gazette five
years ago, received the 4-H alumni
award for his 20 years of service as a
'4-H leader and was inducted into the
Iowa Holstein Hall of Fame this past
summer.

Hoffman’s family consists of his
Lorene, and two children,
Chris, 26 and Robin, 20.

Hoffman farmed about 400 acres
of land and was involved in a 28-head

Thursday, Sept. 27, 1984 Page 5C

Dedicated to Hoffman’s memory -

-Holstein dairy operation with 65 or
70 head of heifers, bulls and heifer
calves.

Hoffman was born and spent his
childhood at Fostoria. The family
moved to the Lake Park vicinity
when Hoffman was 13 .

Commissioner Hoffman will be
missed not only by his family,
friends and neighbors, but by his
fellow Soil Conservation Com-
missioners, Holstein breeders and
those persons who had the good
fortune of meeting him.

The September issue of The
Dairymen’s Digest includes a story
about Hoffman’s success and love
for the Holstein business, his life and
family history.) ’

Quality Dozer,
Scraper,
Motor Grader
Backhoe Work.

Dan Kenobbie Construction

DAN -

KENOBBIE

&= CONSTRUCTION
"« OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Complete Soil

Conservation Services...

- SPECIALISTS
IN SOIL CONSERVATION

Terraéing .
Dam Construction

262-1683

Waterways

Greenville, lowa !
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RUSSEL AND BEV STAHLY

ARNOLD STOLTENBERG

By Susan Reiser
Editor

Ridge tilling. won’t make a good
farmer out of you or make a poor
farmer out of you but it could save
you some money.

Just ask Russel Stahly, of rural
Lake Park. This 33-year farmer
decided last fall that he would try
ridge tilling.’ 2

A Pioneer in the Lake Park area
with this idea, Stahly purchased a

ridge till cultivator from Schierholt
Implement, in Lake Park, changed
the units on his 7100 John Deere
planter and eliminated his plow and
field cultivator.

“I've only been at it one year but
there are-advantages to ridge tilling.

T've cut my chemical costs in half.

I’'m banding now and I used to
broadcast. The ridges warm up
faster and are just as warm as
plowed ground. I had real good

o~

;-4

4
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Pioneer inridge tilling reveals

germination this year. I was plan-
ting in ideal conditions,” Stahly
said.

As far as neighborhood talk about
his new way of farming, Stahly said
he has found that his neighbors are
more curious about the ridge till
farming method than they are about
joking.

Last fall, Stahly built the ridges.
After ‘planting, he cultivated the
field once, sprayed, and will com-
bine in the near future. With no
discing or plowing plans with the
ridge till system, Stahly said he
won’t have any field work later this
fall or real early in the spring of 1985
and will find time for a trip to
Florida or more golfing, which he
has found more time for with the
implementation of this system.

In addition to the equipment,
Stahly also had to change the duals
on his'combine to allow’ for his 30
inch ridged rows. He said farmers
who chop silage would have to up-
date their wagons to fit the ridged
rows.

“I learned a lot. I had to change
my equipment so I didn’t drive on
the ridge and learned how to adjust
the shields for the ridges. I've only
been at it a year but I've learned a
lot,”’” Stahly said.

The ridges are like a miniature

! terrace. Statistics from the Soil

8

LAKES |
SPORT CENTER
oA full l:iena(: uc;‘fi ana:wasaki

and Suzuki motorcycles
and ATV’s.

e Kawasaka Jet Skis

®*Parts and service on all
lines & models

Highways 9 & 71

WITH THE RIDGE TILL system, modifications in equipment were
needed on Stahly’s planter, as shown. Unit changes were made on his 7100
John Deere planter and cultivator.(Photo by Susan Reiser)

NOW OPEN |

Conservation Service indicate that
crops planted with the ridge till
method have comparable yields as
to the conventional method of far-

It’s Smart...
It’s Peace of Mind

Dickinson Cou,nty

It's Safe,

Spirit Lake 336-3668

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Satuday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday Nights till 9 p.m.

MAIN BANK
1000 Okoboji Ave
Milford, lowa

338-4797

5auinga Ban£

OKOBOJI BRANCH
Hwy. 71
Okoboji, lowa

332-7717



advantages of practice

ming.

“One could make more money
because they haven’t got as much
invested. Weeds are less of a
problem. I have the cleanest beans
this year as I have ever had,” Stahly
added.

The implementation of the ridge
tilling system is just one of many soil
conservation practices Stahly
employs.

In 1980, Stahly won the Marc Cox
Conservation award, sponsored by
the Sioux City Journal and Sioux
City Chamber of Commerce, for the
implementation of terraces on his
west farm, The two farms which
Stahly farms, fotalling 400 acres,
also have over a mile long water-
way.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold. Stoltenberg,
owners of the farms Stahly rents,
were honored this year with the 1984
Marc Cox Conservation award for
their optimistic viewpoint on the use
of the ridge till system on their
farmground.

‘““More progressive farmers are
getting into the ridge till system.
There is enough evidence out that
ridge tilling is a way of farming,”
said District Soil Conservationist
Clarence Call.

Much of the information Stahly
had received about ridge tilling

Loss of soil
may be
unnoticed

What farmers can’t see can hurt
them when it comes to soil erosion.

Heavy rains in Iowa this past
spring caused sonie of the worst soil
erosion ever in the state, and most of
this erosion was quite visible. USDA
Soil" Conservation Service® (SCS)
officials estimated about 4 million |
acres lost 20 tons or more soil per
acre.

Quite often, however, the average
loss of soil can go unnoticed. Sheet
erosion, for example, remeves such
a thin layer in one year that it’s hard
for farmers to see its loss and add up
its progressive disappearance,
according to Mike Nethery, state
conservationist for SCS.

He points out that the average
annual loss of soil in Towa is 9.4 tons
per acre. Those in charge of the
land, primarily farmers, need to try
to visualize this average yearly soil
loss, he said. “If they can’t visualize
it, they won’t understand why soil
conservation practices are so im-
‘portant.”

One way to conceptualize the
average yearly soil loss is to spread
the lost 9.4 tons over an entire acre.
Spread evenly, the cumulative soil
loss would be about one-sixteenth of
an inchrdeep. " 0 a0

came from meetings of the South- Lake Park, in 1954.
west Minnesota Ridgetillers
Association, of which both Stahly
and son, Mike, are members.
Stahly started farming in 1951 on a
farm near Harris. He moved to his

present farm location, just north of this fall. :

Stahly plans to continue with the
ridge till system, seeding the side
hills to brome as another con-
servation measure and build
miniature ridges on the headlands !

season. (Photo by Susan Reiser)

Stan Johnson Wayne Untiedt Owners

We Sell & Service Grain Bins
& Drying Equipment

L. P. Gas Service &

Tank Wagon Service
Diesel Fodl " Fusi 0il 2D
iesel Fuel Fuel Oil \ I3 X
& @ Eaton Bins Imperial Bins
Refill RV & Grill Tanks Free Estimates Fast Service

301 Market Lake Park, lowa

- STAHLY AND District Conservationist Clarence Call inspect one of
Stahly’s bean fields that implemented the ridge till system this planting

~-Spirit Lake-
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ATTENTION FARMERS

We Stock:
FARM FILTERS
BELTS HOSES
"AG BEARINGS
HYDRAULIC HOSES

~ 2 LOCATIONS

Hwys. 9 & 71 24 Ave. W.
Lake Park
832-3652

36-5118

STORE HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 7:30-5:30 Sat. 7:30-Noon

|

&, Why we use Pioneer

}#%7..hwand 1177 silage
W’ {,-inoculant.”
.\'\\\\ 5

f
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A

Economic returns are improved because silage
treated with 1177 retains greater feed value. Pioneer
research proves it. Let your Pioneer salesman show
you the results of side-by-side feeding trials on both
dairy and beef cattle.

<
Im‘m-
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DOLLIVER, Robert Simon ESTHERVILLE, Frank Kramer
LAKE PARK, Don Goodell  Milford, Titterington, Inc. (Howard)
OCHEYEDAN, Dennis Bremer SPIRIT LAKE, Dean Hummel

TERRIL, Darial Determan

(@) PIONEER.

The Limitation of Warranty and remedy appearing on the label is partof the terms of sale.

Pioneer is a brand name; numbers identify products. .
. . ®Registered trademark of Piopesr, Hi-Bred International, Inc., Des. Moines, lowa, US A,

b SR e SRR TR SN R A b A L i L St U ST AT S . AN e f IR S SRS

ek LR B R b i L R

SR T RN T AT TR O N T R QO O TR Y



Page 8C Thursday, Sept. 27, 1984

Events and happenings of the past year

Oct. 1, 1983-Sept. 30, 1984
October - Outdoor Classroom for
all 6th graders in the county was
held Oct. 13 at the Hogsback area.
240 6th graders and teachers in the

- county attended. Essays entered in

the Essay Contest were judged on
Oct. 13. Dickinson County Mutual
Insurance Company was c0-sponsor
for this contest.

November - Commissioners
decided to plan on 20,000 acres for
the Iowa Soil 2000 program the first
year.

December - Commissioners Bob
Ingwersen, Orville Berg, Betty
Farmer and Clarence Call attended
Iowa Soil 2000 meeting in
Pocahontas on Dec. 13. Clarence
Call spoke on conservation tillage at
two meetings in Lake Park in

December. Commissioners’
Christmas dinner was held on Dec.
T @

January - Kickoff meeting for

distribution of soil survey report was

held on Jan. 6. Clarence Call at-
tended conservation tillage meeting
in Primghar on Jan. 24.

February - Tillage meeting was
held at Vern and Coila’s on Feb. 6.
Clarence Call attended news media
workshop in Cherokee on Feb. 7.

Charles Shorey, Chris Hoffman and .
Clarence Call attended tillage A

meeting in Sheldon on Feb. 23.
March - Clarence Call attended
workshop in Des Moines on Feb. 28
and 29 and March 1. Chas. Shorey,
Chris Hoffman and Clarence Call
attended regional meeting in
Pocahontas on March 8. Clarence

Call and Denms Rustman attended
con

on March 14. Clarence Call, Orville
Berg, Maurice Dougal and district
winners, Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Heikens and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Herbert, attended the Marc Cox
Annual Awards Banquet in Sioux
City on March 15.

April - Rodney Nelsen of Milford
and Don Dingel of Lake Park were
the two 1984 scholarship winners.
$: D was presented to each, Brenda
Smidt of Milford was selected to
attend the Youth Leadership Con-
servation Program Camp at the
State 4-H Center in Madrid in June.
The Dickinson County Conservation

Here in our farming
community we have

a special opportunity
to help, through the
use of soil conserva-

tion practives ... help
conserve our land,
for a tomorrow-bright
with prosperity.

FARMERS COOP
ASSOCIATION

Phone 336-2281
Jackson, MN  Spirit Lake, IA

——

Board is co-sponsoring Brenda to
this camp. Commissioners carried
out another successful tree program
during the month of April. 3,725
shrubs, 4,275 deciduous trees and 680
evergreens were sold to 95
customers this year. A green ash
tree was given to each 6th grader in
the county. The commissioners
helped to defray the expenses of four
teachers to the ‘“‘Outlook” camp held
this summer.

May - Clarence Call attended
District Conservationists’ camp held
at the Presbyterian Camp on West
Lake Okoboiji the first three days in
May.

June - Orville Berg, Mr. and Mrs.

Bob Ingwersen, Mr. and Mrs.
Maurice Dougal and Betty Farmer
attended tour conducted by the
Department of Soil Conservation in
Emmet and Palo Alto Counties on
June 8.

July - Betty Farmer attended
clerks’ state meeting held in Ames
July 10 to 12. Commissioners’ annual
picnic was held on July 24. Dennis
Rustman ' attended advanced
technicians’ camp on July 30 and 31
and Aug. 1 and 2.

September -
mourn the sudden death of com-
missioner Andy Hoffman. Andy had

been a commissioner for 21 years.

Soil Conservation District
Accomplishments

Fiscal Year October 1, 1983 - September 30, 1984

Conservation District Cooperators

MO-ANd8C) . vt e i e 9 - 1,947
Conservation District Cooperators Canceled

(BEaneBt) o o s e 3 - 800
Individuals and Groups Assisted (no.) ............. 184
Individuals and Groups Applying Practices

i T SRS e SR At R e 56
Resource Management System Planned (ac.) ... .. 2,005

Resource Management System Planned Canceled

Commissioners

(AC o v i o e L 558
Conservation PIannmg Alternatives Provided
BCH— e e R e e 637
Conservation Tillage System (ac.) ............... 3,840
Farmstead and Feedlot Wlndbreak B F-To WO S 3
| Field o 1. AR TR T T 800
Grassed Waterway or Outlet (ac.) ................ 12.2
Structure for Water Control:(no.) . ... ... . ooaov s =
FotEee ) e s P 8,750
Subsurface Drain (ft.)..... e e 5,720
Underground-Otitletilft) 2. s o0 o 0. .- v. . 9,779
"Wildlife Upland Habitat Management (ac.)......... 10.5
Windbreak Renovation(ac.) ...................... 4.5

Member FDIC

Cropland (erosion reduction) (ac.)

South of the Courthouse
Spmt Lake

.....

We all need to practice

Soil Conservation

in order for us to keep growing and growing!

IT MAKES CENTS!

Serving the Lakes Area
Since 1965

......................

Protect the Land
Practice Conservation . . .

SERVICES WE OFFER

e| and Drainage
eBackhoe
®3 Trenches Available

eWaterways & Terraces

Don lair
& Sons

Rt. 2, Box 65, Estherville
Phone 1-362-7063 or
338-2485

CONSERVATION
Begins With The Land ...

..Choose Equipment Best
Suited ToYour Farming Needs

New High Clearance 712
Mulch Tiller

Now you can work right behind the
- Combine to complete your
Fall Tillage.

Schierholt Implement Co.

: 503 South Market
JOHN DEERE

Lake Park, lowa
(712) 832-3415

JOHN DEERE



Trees are important resource of country

By Betty Farmer
District Clerk

Trees always will be one of the
important natural resources of our
country. Trees have values beyond
reckoning in holding the soil. In
addition, the beauty of trees is
everyone’s to enjoy. Man’s
dependence on ftrees, directly and
indirectly, goes back to those distant
times when the human species was
first making its mark. From the
human point of view, trees are a
multipurpose natural resource

- without equal.

A windbreak, as we generally
think of it in Iowa, is a narrow belt of
trees planted to give the farmstead
protection against winter winds.
Much of Iowa’s land is relatively
level to gently rolling. There is little
native timber except along rivers
and streams. This combination
permits northwesterly-winter winds
to make a clean sweep across the
land. Something is needed to break
their force.

Most of us want greater comfort
for our farm homes. No amount of
other improvements will replace a
windbreak for protection from
winter winds. A windbreak will
make the home more comfortable.
Fuel requirements can be cut by as
much as a third.

A windbreak means a good deal,
too, when working outdeors around
the barns and lots. Livestock can be

kept in condition on less feed when

R
DAPCO
'AUTO PARTS |

v g 3 Lake
Spirit Lake, lowa

b e
STORE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

PHONE

336-2214
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windbreak permits you  to keep stop at the Soil Conservation Office
livestock in lots when you ordinarily in Spirit Lake.
would have to keep them inside.

“A windbreak will Serving
prove jts worth A
after every — Changing
snowstorm.” Dynamic

Agriculture

A windbreak will prove its worth
after every snowstorm. It will keep
the snow from banking around
buildings and blocking the farm lot.

A good windbreak adds to the
beauty of your farm. It makes
farming more pleasant. Useful birds
are attracted where trees are
provided for nesting and protection.

In summer, hot, dry winds burn
crops, decrease yields, increase
water losses during irrigation, and
dry out soils. In winter, cold winds

make life difficult for people and Spirit Lake, la. .
livestock. Snow drifts into ravines P €l i

ePlant Food
*Chemicals ®Feed
e Petroleum eLP (Bulk) !
*Farm Supplies

C-D Farm
Service

Spencer, la. 262-4205

and road ditches, depriving fields of || Complete Farm Supply
needed moisture and blocking || S
transportation and communication j Service for

systems.

Windbreaks reduce wind velocity
and soil erosion. They modify air
and soil temperatures. Early spring
is best for planting. The trees are
dormant at that time. For assistance
in planning your farm windbreak,

Clay, Dickinson,
O’Brien, and
Osceola
Counties.

Our Services
will help. Let
us give you

an estimate.

Ws’ 83 ook

Free Job
Estimates on:
*Earth Moving
' *Tree

Excavation /N
*-igﬂservation Is PRECIOUS-"
wnee. ' CONSERVE IT!

TERRIL, IOWA

PHONE: 853-6300
Collect after 5:00 p.m.

See Us For The Comp'lete Job

Practice Conservation —
Let Us Help
. You Conserve

- Your Property.

*Site Preparation

& Excavation
eDozers & Scrapers
*End Loader
eBackhoes eDump Trucks
eDragline ® Ditching
*Road Gravel *Sand
eBlack Dirt

WEDEKING

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Spirit Lake, lowa 336-2981

¢ Open Ditch
Cleaning

e Terracing

e Tree
Ciearing

e Land Leveling
e Feed Lot Construction
¢ Building Site Development
For Your Farm We Stock Culvert Pipe.

Estherville
Sand and Gravel, Inc.

Giving You the Best Service for Over 30 Years!

Call for Estimates: 712-362-3506 or 712-362-3613

PONTR A G R LSRR S PRI USRI e e e et

i e g i
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Each citizen has responsibility to look beyond

By Larry D. Lago

County ASCS Executive Director
WHAT IS AGRICULTURAL

CONSERVATION PROGRAM?

- Farm programs have contributed

to the growth and prosperity of the

national economy for nearly half a '

century--since passage of the
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933.

In a succession of agricultural
acts, Congress has modified farm
programs to match changing needs.
But the fundamental aims of these
programs have remained the same--
a productive agriculture, an
abundant food and fiber supply at
reasonable prices, a fair return to
farmers on their financial in-

ASCS
Report
Larry Lago

vestment and labor, and the con-
servation and improvement of
America’s farms.

Agricultural

Conservation
Program (ACP) is a federally
assisted cost-share program which
emphasizes the identification and

_ solution of soil, water and woodland
conservation and  pollution

abatement problems on agricultural
s FOFHEr €mphasis is placed

en completion of enduring con-
servation practices to solve these
problems to protect and improve the
nation’s food and fiber producing
resources.

ACP is authorized by the Soil
Conservation and Domestic Allott-
ment Act, as amended, the Rural
Development Act of 1972 and Title X
of the Agriculture and Consumer
Protection Act of 1973. ACP cost-
shares with farmers the cost of
conservation practices to protect
basic soil, water and wildlife
resources. However, greater em-

phasis than in the past will be placed .

Pamper your
pastures

A pampered pasture is a good
pasture, according to Steve Bar-
nhart, Iowa State University Ex-
temsion agronomist. Farmers who
spare good pasture management
practices spoil their chances for
minimum soil erosion and
maximum forage productivity.

Barnhart offers the following good
management tips to help farmers
pamper their pastures:

—Fertilize in early spring to in-
crease pasture productivity and
vigor.

—Delay grazing until pasture
grasses have begun to grow rapidly
and have at least 3 to 5 inches of
spring growth.

—Maintain thick stands with
adequate weed control and summer
fertilization as needed.

—Practice rotational grazing
throughout the season to allow
adequate time for regrowth .

R LR

i
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on coordinating ACP cost-sharing
with the most critical conservation
needs of each county.

ACP is available in all
agricultural counties. Farmers are
eligible for cost-share assistance of
up to 75 percent of the cost of con-
servation and pollution abatement
measures to be carried out on
agricultural lands. Practices for
which cost-sharing is available are
those developed by the farmer-
elected county committee in con-
sultation with the county program
development group with the ap-
proval of the State ACS committee
and secretary.

Practices may be approved by the
county ASC committee only after
assurance that cost-sharing will be
for carrying out enduring soil and
water conservation and pollution
measures that farmers would not
perform without this assistance.

ACP is administered by the ASCS
with technical and educational
functions provided by SCS, F'S, SEA-
ES and other agencies. Farmer-
elected county committees manage
program activity at the county level.
State ASC committees supervise
state programs and provide overall
direction and guidance for efforts in
planning and coordinating the
program impact on soil, water,
woodland conservation and en-
vironmental pollution problems.

oy

Private mvestments by farmers in
the cost of carrying out practices
equals or exceeds federal input. The
incentive provided by the federal
cost-share stimulates private in-
vestment and brings practice ac-
complishments that would not
otherwise resuit.

ACP maintains and

improves |

basic soil, water, woodland, and
wildlife resources and helps assure a
continuing adequate supply of food,
fiber and time for America’s future.
(In emergencies caused by flood,
drought, hurricane, earthquake, and
other natural disaster, Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP) funds
are also available for restoring
damaged farmland.)

it He stood.

That we’re only mortal and soon

He looked His work over and said | will be gone.

“It is good.”

Do you wonder sometimes what

God has to say

When He looks down upon His

world today?

We each have a duty to God our
Creator

To protect Earth’s resources for
those to come later.

Ues, it’s time our commitment

Man’s obsessions have upset Wwent even deeper,

All Americans must become nature’s balance.
Today costly mistakes are taxing Kkeeper.

aware of the economic, social,
political and ecological in-
terdependence between urban and
rural areas. Each citizen has a
responsibility to look beyond their
own interests and recognize that no
single individual and no generation
is self-sufficient. Each individual
must understand we have a common
commitment and be willing to share
the challenge of being good stewards
of the land and water.

CONSIDER OUR COMMITMENT

What beauty abounds here on
God’s green Earth!

And who can begin to measure its
worth?!

What price a sunset, a blossom-
filled spring;

A moonlit lake, a butterfly wing?

God gave us all thses and so much
more;

There are beautiful harvests, too
much to store.

All this He meant for us here to
treasure.

How fortunate we are, enriched
beyond measure'

But there is the danger that we
might forget

That for all this beauty we do owe
a debt.

For, as He gave to us His world to
share,

He also committed it to our care.

When God made the Earth, before

/MF\"\\

Y
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When you  need On-The-Farm Tire
Service in a hurry, just call us.
We can cut your downtime down

to size...

CALL

JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE

24 Hour Service
Shop 712-338-2465

W

On the Road or Farm Service
Home 712-338-4492

Milford_,» Iowa

FPEPPRRRPPRPIRPOITT &

fradoy

our talents.

We mustn’t forget Earth’s not ours

alone;

If we are to be our brother’s

Consider our
consider it well.

commitment;

MARK
INGWERSEN

RR Box 8203
Spirit Lake

336-3616

“We want you

fo make
more profit
from every,

DaVId Garst
Garst Seed Company

GARST|]

See or phone me about
Garst Seed varieties for
this area.

BOB
RUSH

RR 2
Lake Park

832-3749

~ STAN
JOHANSEN

RR 2
Estherville

362-4085

WENDELL
WILLIAMS

RR 2
Milford
338-4958




ASCS assistants named

ASCS PROGRAM ASSISTANTS include, left to right, Donna Treharne,
Cindy Lilienthal, Ruby Caskey and Pat Achenbach. (Photo by Susan
Reiser)

Donovan

(ARs & ‘JRUCKS
SPIRIT LAKE

Hwy 71 S. Ph. 336-4928

SPECIAL
FACTORY DIRECT
TRUCK PURCHASE

Huge avings On
1984 & 1985 Dodge Trucks
BIG DISCOUNTS

Northwest lowa’s Dodge Truck
Headquarters

712/336-4928

Spirit Lake. |

it’s Fall Fix Up
Time...Do it
Yourself and

Save $$8.

Reg. $73.90
R ——
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Fence and
Building

" Repairs

Specials

=

White Latex

BARN PAINT

Reg. $35.90

Gallons $4935

e $2495

Dimension Lumber & Board Overstock

213 — 1x2 8 Smooth 5/8”  Thick Cedar .......... (Reg. 1.73) SALE 75°¢
280 — 1x3 8' Smooth 5/8”  Thick Cedar .. ....... (Reg. 2.08) SALE 90°¢
180 — 1x4 6" Smooth 3/4”  Thick Cedar .......... (Reg. 2.60) SALE #1°0
252 — 1x4 8 Smooth 3/4”  Thick Cedar ... ...... (Reg. 3.47) SALE #200

1 Unit — 1x6 8’

1 Unit 1x8...6’ Reg. 4.40

Rough Cedar
SALE 6225 .

2 Unit 1x8...6’ & 8’

V Groove Cedar
Reg. 5.50 & 6.50

SALE $200 & $300
1 Unit 1x8..6’ & &’

‘Pine Carsiding
Reg. 2.44 & 3.25

SALE *1%° & *17°

 Prefinished & Primed Siding

Rough Cedar. .. . ... .. (Reg. 4.16) SALE #25°
N

" 1 Unit 1x12 — 6’ & 8

Rough Cedar

Reg. 6.15 & 8.20
_SALE $3%° & *4%
“Miscellaneous 6”7, 9” & 12”

Siding

R
S
@,

&
@

\"\0
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&

While Quantities Last lscht.

2 Unit — 2x4 — RIL

.40 Treated

Reg. .34 lineal ft.

SALE 15¢ iincal 1t
nit — 2x6 — RIL

40 Treated

Reg. .50 lineal ft.
SALE 20° iineai 1.

1102 Lake — Spirit Lake — 336-3610
.. .HOURS: 7:30.a.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays; 8 a.m, - 3 p.m. Saturday
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The land is our
greatest provider.
‘What we take from
it, we must put

- back with care and
- cultivation, in order

amgaTatew i

b

Ot ehoHs 14 to 8
~servation today will
enable us to reap

our abundant lands

for generations t

the rich rewards of |

Soil Conservation
Is Everyone’s job.

Member F.D.I.C.

Spirit Lake 336-2180

MANK and TRUST
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