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Tama County Soil & Water Conservation District -2017 Annual Report 

Ste"e & Erin Murty. Soil Health Tama combined Its 
tradilional Conservation Tillage A""ard with the renewed concept or soil health aod 
prest!nted Its rant Soli Heallh Award to em:ompass many farm managrment prar­
tlces. The Murtys' farm operation in rural Gladbrook includes a commercial co"' 
herd. In 201-' they m«~ EQIP funding to build a monoslope building so they could 
begin feeding their o"n cah~ to market \\eight. Ste,·e says. "WIIh the heavy lnnu­
encc of livestock in our farming operation, " e found that forage crops were a 
oe<"essily for us. Wllh limited acre resources "e. needed to dc"elop a forage plan to 
pull as man) feed tons and products ofT of all the acres for the cat11e operation:• 
The Murtys began planting CO\er crops when they began row cropping in 2011 and 
quickJy saw the benefits that cover crops bring to a cor n nnd soybean rotation. 
The) 've been able to achle'e their goal of hanrt'SUng 40 ton.s/ncrr of forages. In FaD 
2017 ap1>rodmately .wr(! of the Murtys' acres were planted to co,er crops. a rom. 
blnation of ulnter rye and "Inter wheat They'll banest forages for silage needs 
this spring and then no·tlll corn and soybeans Into the balance of their acrts. 
Their operation u~ a combination of no-till, strip 1111 and minlmum tillage. 

State Cost-sba~ Prognms and AccompUsbme.nts 
Tama Soil & \\ater Coourvarion District 

State Fiscal Year20J6-2017 
Iowa Financial Jncenth·es J,rogram: Cost Share 

SFY 16 Oblig.a1ed Carcyo,er 

I SFYI7 Allocation 

Transferred/Recalled 

SpenliOhhgated 

Balance o~ of June 30, 2017 

560,509.46 
S43.016.00 

-520,231.76 

-583,293.70 
$ 0.00 

Resource Enhancement and Protection Program: Forestry/Native Grasses 

SFY 160bligatcdCanyo,er $1,857 .41 

SFY17 Allocation $3,363,80 

Transferred/Recalled 

Spent/Obl1gated 
Bnlance as of June: 30, 2017 

Resource Enhancement and Protec:don Program: Practices 
SFY 16 Obligated Carryo,er $10,862.59 

SFYI7 Allocat1on Sl0,091.41 

TransferrediRecalled -S7,091.41 

Spent.rObl1gated -$13.86:!.59 
Balance as of June 30, 20 I 7 S 0.00 

Cost-share e'\"pcndcd also mcluded state-controlled fundmg: $32,847.50 of 
Water Qun\ity lnitmti\'c-Statewide and $36,545.44 ofWmer Quality lmt.ath'e· 
Demonstration ProJects. 

Practices Applied to the Land- All Cost-share Soun:es 

CoHrCrop 2.764.34 
Grnssed Waten,ay 12.5 

Mulch Till 69.79 

~itrogcn Srring Pre-Plant 

[ Nitrogen lnh1buor 
No-liiUStnp Till 

Wtndbreak 

406 

442 .7 
932.4 

4 ac 

A'INlAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
Tama Soil & Watu Consu,atioo Di.strict 

State Fiscal Year ::!016-2017 

Bnnlyjqg Eugd 
Balance on hand July I, 2016 
Receipl!i 
Expenditures 
Balance on hand June 30, 2017 

District Emnlovr t'upd 
Balance on hand Jul)' I, 2016 
Receipts 
Expenditures 
Balance on hand June 30, 2017 

Certificates nf Qeoosil 

Balance on hand Jul) I. 2016 
Interest Accrued 
Expenditures 
Value JWJe 30.2017 

S\41,838.38 
Sl65.581.61 

-S\79.585.67 
SI27,8H.32 

515,653.93 
5-1.363.65 

·S!U82.71 
Sll.634 87 

518.387 30 
S23.11 
-SO.OO 

Sl8,410.50 

George & Locraine Vllela and Ryan & Allison VanO<'h. Landmtnrrffenant 
A"ard: This a"ard Is presented annually to landO\tnf~ and their tenant.-, "bn 
exhibit an outstanding partnership in uUHt.injl consenation practices on renttd 
properties. 2006 "as the nrs t )ear th(' Vilela.!t rented lhflr fum ground nrur 
Elberon to young R)an Vavroch. Ryan farms \tlth hls fathfr. and the) utJIIll' a 
combination or conservation praclices in their operation includin~t minimum 
tillage. no-1111 and co.,.er crops. 

Sth grader<s got l.lf' 
clo~e and per<oonal "ith 
macroin.,.erttbrath from 
Otter Crrck Lake at 
lbmn swco·, 2017 Out 
door Cln<o,n)()m. 218 fifth 
grader!> from !ih. ram a 
Count) ~ochonl dl'ltrld'l 
atll•nded Tarna SWCO\ 
Sth Gradt' Outduur 
Clos'iroum at Ollu 
Creek Pnrk lu ~t Muy. 

Thma SWCO hosted two Women, Land & Legac) (WLL) e,·eots in 2017, including thi!i Apri16 Learning Session or 
beekeeping in Gladbrook. WLL's August 22 e\tnt for lando"·ners and renters alike featured how to incorporate con­
senation practices into a farm lease. This local WU projtd has hosted 32 e\enls since il began in 2007, srn ing 311 
Yo omen and men from in and around Thma County. Watch for upcoming details on Tama Count) WLL's June t \ent 
at Adolphs Produce near Traer. 

Jane Knoop. Buffer lniliatiH: A"Mrd: fhe District's lluffer 
lnitiath e A\tard i.sn'l prr .. enred e'er) )"tar, but rather "ben 
excellent uample.s of "egetu ted streamside buffers are estab· 
lished to Improve "'Bier quullt). The 2017 Duffer lnl!iatlve 
A"ard "as presented to Jane Dinsdale Knoop or Traer. Jane's 
property in Buckingham To"nship ~me a Ce-ntury Pa.rm in 
2009. Jane says. •·Larr) and Jon Wlnktlplttk began farming il in 
2001. They ha"e bf.en "CIJ helpful in "hat I ha\lt done ror the 
land!"" T"-el\"e Mile Creek no"" through the farm. CRP buffers 
protect tbe Crt't.k and a tributary b} nJte.rlng ~lrmnt and other 
contaminants from O"erland Oolt- and slo"in~ the runoff to non­
erosh·e 'elocity. T~ese buffe~ and other con!.tr.-alion practices 
partner to prolect lhe- Dinsdale famil) rarm from erosion "'bUe 
impn;lin~ lbt qualit) or water dninin~ to T..-ehe \file Cruk, 
and llltimattly to the Cedar Ri,r:r. 
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F.ach SoU &. \\-ater Con~~atfon District in 

lowala ~\oemed b) O't: 'ohmtten who an pub­
lkr,. t:lnu:J to four-\ tar ~nru. Th~ comm15-
font.n dlrett local .On and •ater coastrvatlon 
~n-oru, provide outruc:b for all agtS aod brlp 
admlnl~ter Jtatt .ad ttdual cOnstt"atloo pro· 
gntm.,, They also partner whh lando" nus. farm 
openton, ageoc:les and local groups to toosen·r 
Tam.a County'• wll and lmpr0\'1! it~ water qwtli· 
ty . rt "as vtlth drep sorrow that Tama SWCD 
said goodb)t to Commissioner U>u EUeo Brown 
In June 2.017Mfler her hmg hHIIII! whh cancer. 
Former Commissioner Dean McKenna of rural 
D) sort '" Jl:r&clously Oiling ber board ucancy 
until the 2018 Gtneral Election. Tama SWCD's 
other Commls<~loners Include Jan Wobeter or 
rural Toledo. Jack Boyer or rural Reinbeck. AI 
Scbafbuch or l>)''i&rt and Jennifer Vuqun­
Kooto.r or rural Tama. 

Contest-
l ama WCD's oHnU con­
teo>t \rlnner "'as South Tama 
fourth grader F.<lrella fonw-

To help spread the mes­
sage of Stewardship \\'eel. 
April 30 through Ma>' 7, 
2017, Tame SWCD held a 
grocery sack decorating 
contest in local schools. The 
nctivity wns open to third, 
fourth and fiftJ1 grade stu­
dents in the county schools 
which chose to participate . 
278 students created contest 
enlries in 2017. The theme 
was was "Healthy Soils are 

S ince 1981. Tama SWCD has d onated tree Full of Life! .. and empha­
seedlings to the county's sixth graders each spring. siz.ed that produeth·e soils 
298 sixth graders receh·ed Arbor Day seedlings in are the foundation of any 
April 20 17 . Tam a SWCD also donated 170 seedlings health)' ecosystem. As the 
to the Tama County Conservation Boa rd for use in world's popuJation grows 
its public areas through the county. and demand for food pro-

duction iTlC'I""eaSeS, it's essen­
liaJ that we work together to 
protect and enhance ou.r 
soils. Truna SWCD's overall 
contest winner was South 

GJ~~;::~;~~~~~~.C,'j ~:s~~~:h~~~~~~~ 
"-''""'"~"""-....:...-~01 ~~;~~~~~:f~ ~fed;,~~~~~~ 

~;;;;;;olfe-'1 and Lily Drew, fifth, from 
Sum MntllnJ.:IY Fnmil) Trust , Windt;reak Award: In most years, Tama Gladbrook-Reinbeck; Liz 

SWCD re..:ogniz.es both outstanding newly-established and more mature wind· Balderas, third grade, and 
breaks. but 2017's winning windbreak offered a lillie of both. The Mnttinglys • Tenoch Snow founh grade 
planted mon of the windbreak on the west and nonh sides of Kyle's family's M~rshall & Diane Mussig and Chad & Knren at Meskwaki 'school: third 
fannstead north ol Toledo in Spring 2013. Rows of Austrees. Black Hills Spruce Musslg, Ow~e.r/Operat~r Award : Tama SWCD's grader Kruiz. Ewoldt, fourth 
and white pme prutec.:t lhe west side while white pine and Arbor vitae shelter the Owner/Ope~ator Award IS pre~ented each year to grader Kolt Knaack and 
north sides of the hou~;e and canle lot. Rows of strategically-placed big round Tama Countlans who renect rhelr love for thelT _land fifth grader Ryan Hosek of 
bales also provide prote~o:tiO"n from nonh Wlllds. "20l3 was a dry year, and tfle and serve as u-em:ndous.ex:unples ofste~ardship_to North fama; and Melanie 
Matung:ly~ carefully watered their new trees all summer and fall. Thls paid oft'. othe~ . ~e Mussig frumly s clo~e assocmuon Wtlh Yu~ka, thtrd. and Jailyn 
as the trees have nearly doubled in size.ln Spring 20 15, the windbreak was the Dlstnct began decades ~go wnh _the first temtces Metcalf, a founh grader, at 
extended enst 10 help protect cows in the pasture. That addition consists of two cons~cted by E~er Muss1g and hJS ~on. Marshall. Um~n·s Dysart-Genese:' . 
rows ol Austr~es and one row each of Arbor vitae and Norway spruce. The Mat- on thelT_.Proi>t;rtY m rura_I Gladbrook. They became The1r messages of s01 1 
tingly fumll}' hu., established several new windbreaks on its properties in recent ve~ acuve w1th the Umon. Grove Lake Watershe_d health were found on 
yem, but the famiJy'\ \\.'indbreak. along US 63 in Howard Township is also an prOJect and constructed m~les of terraces o~ the1r renewable p~per grocery 
nutstunding e~ample oi windbreak design and placement 10 protect both rhe fanns. Now !"farshall and D1ane work along :-"'th the sac~ at Terry s Food Cen-
fannstead''i two-lamed and four-footed occupants next gencrallon-Chad and Karen-to conunue the ter m Dysart, Hometm~n 

· family's conservation legacy. Immaculate terrace Foods in Traer, Trunck·s m 
maintenance is partnered with other practices such as Reinbeck and Fareway in 

Loi:aii.;.O.iucltlonAwurd: ~~~:-:'::~~ 
year for lhc District's Local Production Award to rec· 
ognize Tama Countian.s mvoh·ed in farm-to·table 
pruduction. Winnm of Tama SWCD's 2017 Local 
Production Award were Ken and Carolyn Adolphs of 
rum! Trner 

Tama Soil/ Water no-tiJJ and vegetated waterway strips to protect their Toledo. "Thank y~u!" to 

Conservation photos land for the. next generation. ~~~:eti~~~~es for theu sack 

RIGHT· These stud en ts discovered what lies 
under their feet in the soils course at Sth Grade Out­
door Classroom. Here they examine the core from a 
soil probe . Groups of students rotated through 
courses on rlShing and boating safety, water quality, 
"ild.Hfe, soils, woodland ph)sics, forestry, natllre 
walk. wildlife populations. and benthic mac.roinnr­
tebrates. 

l\leskwaki ation, Wildlife Award : Tama John & Kalh) Weber and Brian & Deb Weber, 
Their funn includ,.., about 40 acres of permanent SWCD's Wildlife .Award is presented annually to FTiend of Conscnation A\\ard: The Friend of Con­

pasture, of wh1ch ~0 acre~ are m timber reserve. recognize outstandmg effortS in establishing conser· servauon Award is presented annually to Tama 
The)" use grassed headlands. waterways and contour- vation pr3ctices to improve wildljfe habitat. The Countians who make over-the-top effons to promote 
mg ~n mo~L of the cropland and have oats and hay in 2017 recipient of the Wlldlife Award was the the stewardship of our county's soil and water 
rotat1on \1.1rh com and \oybeans. The Adolphs have Meskwaki Nation. The Red Eanh People own prop- resources. The Webers fannin the Bentonffama Pro­
also had five acre., of garden and orchanl for the past eny in Tama and Palo Alto Counties wirh appro.U· ject area in rural Dysart. They have implemented a 
37 yean. mately 32% of thelT land holdings in lhe Conserva- •tariety of conservation practices including grassed 
K d C 

1 
ff, f . d bl . tion Reserve Program . CRP trncts include about 250 waterways. terraces. CRP including buffers, cover 

en an . aro yn °: er tults an vegeta es mclud- acres of nlltive grass and forb plantings, 90 acres of crops and a satumted stream buffer system and con­
ing apples, rusp~mes. gree~ beans, lettuce. _beets, switchgrass blocks, and over 20 acres of wildlife tinuaJiy modify their tillage systems to help conserve 
pOI:HOhl!'!.. ont~ns. 101~t~IOes. pepper~, radtshes, food plots. The native seedings and mixes chosen soil whiJe trying to maximize yields. They have host­
spmac · ~qua~ ~ucc um, .!l~:et com. eeks, sweet target Iowa's Pheasant Recovery Program. ln 2017 ed numerous consef"\'ation events on behalf of the 
potat~s, mut. ~ ons, pu~p ms, popcorn and car- the Meskwaki Nation also began a multi ·year project Bentonffama Project and been strong a~vocates for 
rot~, 1 h~_) b~"~ $~-e~d~ng P~~~: Oo~ers and a of residential windbreak establishment. 13 wind- the conservation practices they use m !.herr opemtion. 
~anety ~ .e g !i. 00fu ~'w1·lo at:xtends breaks covering almost 7 acres have been established John adds," I ~m a strong supporter of the Iowa 
,;lr :d 

1 
~CtiOn ~eason hw~ nl d ~gdarEQIP. already with about 6.000 shrubs and almost 11.000 Nutrient ReduCtion Strategy, a~ well as a participant 

f e · 0 P \..m9.t ·et a~t e ater 00 kan M e Falls trees. Their species choices were partly based on in the Middle Cedar River project with Tama and 
~~r.;;e et~;:o ro~~e~~ .. ~eerc~iuc? f~ugh trib~ ~eeds and the tribe's ~o~tment to use native ~enron C~unties. l.n f~rming. every year is a learn-

> d p th U . p . of N local "anet1es. atural mulch IS bemg used to control mg e:~tpenence. It lS tmponant that evel)'one does 
~:ac:'~~:~=~:b:: R~~~;'~?cos in~~:: w_ee~ and to retain moisrure for plant use. Eve~tu.al- his pan to ke_ep nutrients and soil in place for the 

loo. Ken and Carolyn abo \\Orl a·cc"' 'calf opemtion ~alo~!;!~~~ 1m desuned to be planted to resideD- future generallort<i 
and feed out thelT own cal\"eS. 


