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Thanks for all of
your conservation efforts!

The Tama Soil & Water Conservation District commissioners would like to thank

everyone for supporting conservation practices in the past year

We see many opportunities for the producers in Tama County in the next millenni-
um. There is a district need for buffers, including filter strips and other high residue
practices to ensure that our streams and groundwater supplies remain clean

The district offers several conserv ation programs and we are applying for addi-
tional cost share programs and requesting supplementary funds cach year to assist

producers in achieving their conservation goals
We would like to hear your concerns, comments, and what you feel should
become priorities. Please feel free to visit the office and present your ideas and
thoughts on what we need to focus on for conserving natural resources in the coun-
1y
Controlling wind erosion and water erosion 1s everyone 's concern. The action a

landowner takes on his own land can affect the water quality all the way to the
ocean
The district has an Annual Plan of Work which deals with long-range goals and

prioritizes certain areas of the county. This plan is available at the office

Thank you once again for your conservation efforts

Conserving Soil & Water

in Tama County
1999 Annual Report of the Tama County
Soil & Water Conservation District
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grass roots

By Dave McMillan

Today's east wind is raw
damp, and totally alien. The fire
in the little wood stove feels very
companionable, and this is one
of those days when confining
oneself to the writing desk is an
casy decision. In spite of the fact
that we find ourselves surround-
ed by mid-winter's doldrums,
there is plenty of news and
evenls to talk about...some more
interesting than others.

It is definitely quicter in the
neighborhood since the hunters
have left. The DNR, and all
those hoards of armed and dan-
gerous people, have ceased hos-
tilities and gone home. This
must qualify as a unilateral deci-
sion, since the last time [ looked,
the deer, pheasants, squirrels
ete., were not shooting back

When one views crop damage,
both spring and fall, it is obvious
that we benefit from a hunting
season that controls population
explosions of certain wild crea-
tures. But, nobody has ever con-
vinced me that those hunting
periods need to be so prolonged.
While it has not happened this
season, there have bezn plenty of
years when the country has been
frozen and crusted over, and we

have been feeding pheasants in
the grove, and the hunting season
has still been open. 1 am offend-
ed when hunters stop on the road
at the foot of my yard and scan
the windbreak for something 1o
shoot at
£ xE o

The grain markets, like my
road, have gotten quiet, Buyers
sellers, and all interested specta-
tors are sitting around waiting
for somebody to drop a shoe
Sales are apt (o increase as we
approach tax time, but the major
factor in the present market is
South American weather. We
farmers can never separate our-
selves from the weather report,
even if it concerns an area thou-
sands of miles away, in another
hemisphere! Those folks are in
the process of spraying, cultivat-
ing, and wandering about with
thumbs hooked in bib-overalls,
attempting to commune with
crop and nature, just like we do.
If they get too wet, or too dry,
we will notice it in our markets

5% %%

The new livestock census fig-
ures are out, and they are not sur-
prising; 7% of American farms
raise 70% of all the pigs. In fact,

From A to Z

only 460 operators raise half the
hogs, nationwide. None of this
is news to most of us, probably,
but it does put a quantitative fig-
ure on the known trend. There
are, by the way, 3,000 fewer hog
farms in Iowa than there was
only one year ago. That leaves
less than 150 farms per county
stll pushing pigs around.
*

Unbeknownst to most of us,
our state lawmakers, in 1998,
authorized the founding of the
Iowa Agricultural Finance Cor-
poration. This impressively
titled body (hereafter known as
IAFC), was seeded with some
serious money by the legislature,
and has since been the beneficia-
ry of other opulent gifts, from,
among others, Pioneer Seed
Company and the Farm Bureau;

The IAFC is an independent
and privately managed invest-
ment corporation, set up to aid,
promote, and help finance busi-
nesses that add to the value of
products raised in Iowa. In theo-
ry, this is an admirable and much
needed endeavor, since (wo-
thirds of all of the agricultural
produce raised in this state goes
elsewhere to be processed. All

of those salaries from the resul-

tant jobs, and most of the added

value of the finished products,

are spent in some other state,

Only time will tell if IAFC does,

in fact, do what is intentioned
% xax

Speaking of politicians, our
lowa caucuses are soon to be
upon us. Just how important
these caucuses are (o the national
process of electing a president
has long been debated. John
McCain obviously doesn’t give
them a whole lot of weight, and
neither do a passel of lowans,
who stay home in droves. I sus-
pect that most early hopefuls
view advertising and exposure as
important, no matter where they
get it, and since lowa's relatively
low cast of living gives them
more bang for the buck, they
honor us with their presence.
lowa doesn’t have a very good
track record for picking winners,
and Mr. McCain knows that.

% k%

In closing, and touching on an
item that most Americans
couldn’t care less about, but
which catches the eye of most
farmers...weeds. It is being
reported that one six-foot tall

Review alternatives before choosing your seed

Iowa producers need to
review their alternatives before
purchasing seed for next year's
crops. Considerations such as
changing market demands, par-
ticipating in special marketing
programs and isolating corn
fields may be important depend-
ing on the progress of biotech-
nology issues, said Iowa State
University specialists

Crops planted this spring will
have to meet market demands 18
months after planting. “Right
now. very few people know what
those demands will be. Things
are changing day to day, and it's
hard to predict what the level of
demand will be or what the pre-
miums might be," said Roger
Ginder, ISU Extension ¢cono-
mist

Many Iowa-grown crops will
be affected by labeling require-
ments, such as those currently in
effect in the Européan Union and
those that go into effect next year
in Korea and Japan (see sidebar)
Genetically modified organism
(GMO) grain refers to crops
grown from biotechnology
enhanced seed, grain which has
agronomically desirable traits
such as herbicide and insgct
resistance

“The potential demand for
GMOs is changing rapidly, and
the current market situation is
not necessarily a true indicator of
what it will be next year," said
Robert Wisner, ISU Extension
economist.

“Producers should check with
their usual markets to see if there
are any restrictions on GMO
erain sales, or if any are expect-
ed before the 2000 marketing
year," said Charles Hurburgh,
ISU grain quality specialist.
“This will be particularly impor-
tant in forward contracting
agreements; producers are
advised to read the contract
terms carefully. Then carefully
assess the risk of potential
restrictions in the markets you
normally supply. This assess-
ment will be individual to each
producer because of the varied
markets across the state."

Special marketing programs
for non-GMO crops may expand.

“If you are considering partic-
ipation in a special marketing
program for non-GMO crops,
recognize that purity of grain
begins with purity of seed. Ask
your seed suppliers for certifica-
tion of non-GMO purity on the
lots you receive,” advised Hur-

burgh. "With some buyers,
notably the European Union, dis-
cussing | percent as a tolerance
level for GMO seeds in designat-
ed non-GMO shipments, even a
small amount of initial mixing at
the seed level can effectively use
up all the tolerance before any
handling operations occur.”

* Expect to carefully clean
planting equipment between
GMO and non-GMO fields.

* Know where you will plant
your crop. Second-year crop
(without rotation) can present
difficulties because of volunteer
plants from the previous year - a
potential problem if the previous

Use ot nambetsto record *year's crop' was GMO, Hurburgh

where seed is planted.

For situations in which GMO
crops clearly fit the economic
and agronomic aspects of the
farm business, there probably
will be a significant market for
the product, without price dis-
counts, but this is not known for
certain, Where non-GMO crops
fit into the farming operation,
there is negligible nisk of price
discounts and an unknown
chance that some markets may
offer a price premium, Wisner
said.

"If you order non-GMO seed
this winter and decide later to
shift to GMO varicties, you like-
ly will have no trouble doing so,”
Wisner advised, “But it may be
very hard to make the shift if
your initial order is GMO and
you decide to shift it later to non-
GMO varieties.”

Other considerations

said. Rotation allows control by
herbicide or manual weeding.

* Be aware of the possibility
of separate testing of other grains
(e.g: corn in soybean samples)
for GMO status as well as being
counted in the usual way as for-
eign material. This could apply
to soybeans in corn samples as
well

* Isolate non-GMO cornfields
as far away as possible from
other GMO comfields. There are
varying opinions about distance
of pollen drift; the seed industry
uses 1,000 ft. as minimum isola-
tion distance.

“You may want to check with
your neighbors to find out what
kind of seed they will be plant-
ing," advised Ginder. For exam-
ple. many organic producers try
to coordinate with neighbors to
minimize pollen drift problems,
he said.

waterhemp plant can produce up
to five million seeds.., AKA
weed seeds. Yikes! Waterhemp
is rapidly distinguishing itself as
an lowa farmer's worst enemy
It is everywhere, difficult to kill,
and has the insidious habit of not
appearing until our backs are
turned. This one ranks up there
with quackgrass, thistles, and
giant foxtail.

Five million seeds per plant is
not good news, Those water-
hemp escapes in my cornfield,
and along the edges of a couple
of my bean patches, could be a
bane for two or three yet unborn
generations. How's that for
bearing the sins of the fathers?

Me.

Opening grain prices Jan. 14:
at Central Counties Co-op, Traer
were beans $4.41 and corn
$1.82; at Tama Benton Co-op in
Dysart, beans $4.46, corn $1.78;
and at Werner Grain and Feed,
Tama, beans $4.42 and corn
$1.75.

Feb. 18 deadline
for reporting
soybean acres

Public Law 106-78, the Agri-
culture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies Appropri-
ations Act, 2000, provides
authority to pay $475 million to
producers who planted 1999 crop
flaxseed, sunflowers, safflower,
soybeans, rapeseed, mustard
seed, canola, or crambe

“The 1999 Oilseeds Program
(OP) payments will be based on
the higher of the 1997 or 1998
planted acreage of each specific
oilseed, or, for new producers,
the 1999 crop planted acreage of
cach specific oilseed,” stated
Bob Soukup, State Executive
Director of the Farm Service
Agency

Only 1997, 1998, and 1999
oilseed acreage reports that have
been filed by Feb. 18, 2000 will
be accepted for the purpose of
determining acreage for the
Oilseed Program. Acreage
reports of oilseeds may be
accepted from producers who
planted eligible oilseeds in 1999,
but did not report all their
acreage of those oilseeds in
1997, 1998, or 1999. Producers
reporting acres not previously
reported must provide acceptable
evidence of the existence and
disposition of the oilseed
acreage, such as seed purchase
and sales of the crop.

Contact your local FSA
Office for further details.

Study shows
farmers saving
more soil

Towa farmers have continued
1o slow the flow of topsail from
farmlands into waterways across
the state, according to a recent
study released by the U.S
Department of Agriculture's Nat-
ural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).

Estimated annual soil erosion
from wind and water on lowa's
cropland fell 21 percent, from
6.7 tons an acre in 1992 10 5.3
tons an acre in 1997, according
to preliminary figures compiled
in the 1997 National Resources
Inventory (NRI).

The inventory shows erosion
by water was reduged from 5.4
tons in 1992 10 4.7 in 1997; ero-
sion by wind fell from 1.3 tons to
.6 tons an acre in the five-year
period. The 1997 rate is nearly a
50 percent cut in total erosion
from the 10.4 tons per acre per
year rate4n 1982,

"We're pleased to see this
steady progress in better soil pro-
tection," said Leroy Brown,

NRCS State Conservationist,

Keeping topsoil in place is the
key to continued production,
cleaner water, and a better envi-
ronment for all of lowa's citi-
zens, Brown said, “The latest
study also shows farmlands are
being converted to non-agricul-
tural uses at an accelerated rate.”
NRI figures show that one out of
every 14 developed acres in
Towa was developed since 1987.

“In fact, the annual rate of
land development increased by
400 percent during the last 10
years," said Cory Brockmann,
NRI Specialist for NRCS in
Jowa. NRI figures show land was
converted to urban and other
uses at a rate of about 5,000
acres a year between 1982 and
1992, but that average accelerat-
ed to more than 20,000 acres a
year since 1992.. Now, about 1.8
million acres, or about § percent
of the state is developed land

The NRI study, completed
every five years, looks at land
cover and use, soil erosion.
prime farmland, wildlife diversi-
ty, selected conservation prac-
tices and other land conditions
on more than 800,000 random
sample sites on nonfedcral, rural
land in the US.

The goal of the survey, direct-
ed by Congress and completed
by NRCS, is to evaluate the con-
ditions and trends of the nation’s.
soil, water and related resources.
The latest inventory looked at
land conditions in 1997.

Other preliminary NRI data
show the following changes
since 1992

Cropland increased 1 percent
to 25.3 million acres.

Pastureland dropped 6 percent ;

10 3.6 million acres.

Forestland increased 5.5 per-
cent to 2.1 million acres.

More NRI figures are avail-
able ‘at the NRCS website:
wwiw.nhq.nres.usda.gov/CCS/N
Rlrise.html,

Do you know any
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Service Center Staff

Staff members who work at the Service Center in Toledo include, from left; Roger Platt, soil

conservation technician; Chester Worden, soil conservation technici
Hayran, district secretary; Craig Hempy, CRP techn

Allen, district conservation|

cian; 1

ject Coordinator, and Julie Falcon, soil conservationist.

Otter Creek Lake Watershed
improving water at Otter Creek

The Otter Creek Lake Water-
shed is starting ifs second year of
its three-year project life. The
project’s main goal is to improve
the water quality of Otter Creek
Lake

The Ouer Creek Lake Water-
shed togals 1,040 3 The land
use within (he watershed is 510
acres ol cropland
waoodland, 50 ac
and hayland,
60 acres of water
of park

During the first year of the
project 2 7 deres of water

13 acres of
res of pasture
acres of CRP,
and 200 acres

ay
and one gabion chute were built
There were 15,000

feet of

grassed buffer strips laid out in
acres coming out of CRP.

There

were also 6.6 acres of waterway
98.8 acres of eropland, and 9.1
acres of grassed filter strips
entered into the CRP program
There are two structures and
two terraces to be built this fall
Inter-agency cooperation has
helped secure a grant for water
quality testing. This was accom-
plished by working with Towa
State University tension
Fama County Sanitarian, and the
Tama County Conservation
Board. Water testing was
offered to landowners in the
watershed. Nitrate samples were
drawn from four different loca
tions starting at the bottom of the
spillway at Otter Creek Lake and
three other locations within two

n; Linda Sells, WAE; Nancy
a Olson, district employee; Jim

Absent when the photo was taken were Cheryl Pansegrau, 319 Pro-

stream miles of that point. This
was done by Bob Etzel, County
Conservation Board Director.

All 1n all it was a very suc-
cessful year.

ONE SIZE
FITS

Give a gift
of your local
newspaper!

Education Committee carried
out several activities in 1999

by Cathy Wieck

The Tama County SWCD
Commissioners and Assistant
Commissioner, comprising the
education committee, carried out
a number of activities in 1999

The first project of the year
was the conservation grocery
sack activity for grades 3-5 in the
county. The local grocery stores
provided large paper grocery
sacks which each child decorated
1o carry out the national conser-
vation theme, “In the Children’s
Hands." A monetary prize was
given to the student in each
grade at each participating
school whose sack best illustrat-
ed the theme, Then an overall
winner was chosen. Nicole
Fowler, a Dysart-Geneseo third
grader was awarded an airplane
ride donated by Jim Pippert. The
decorated sacks were then
returned to the grocery store
where they were used to carry
groceries during Soil and Water
Stewardship Week.

Conservation activity booklets
carrying out the theme “In the
Children’s Hands" were distrib-
uted to the county's elementary
schools for each third and fourth
grader.s Stewardship materials
were also provided for cach
church which requested them

The annual scholarship com-
petition was held and a $250
scholarship was presented to
Daniel Svoboda during Awards
Night at North Tama High
School

The District again provided a
tree for each sixth grader in the
county’s schools. Four hundred
bur oak trees were distributed to

the students for planting at their

own farms or yards

The Tama County educational
committee, along with Hawkeye
College environmental instructor
Terri Rogers, coordinated and
staffed the Northeast Iowa
Regional Envirothon at Hawkeye
Community College at Waterloo
in March. During this competi
tion, 11 five-member teams com
peted for the opportunity 16 rep
resent their high school in the
Towa Envirothon competition in
April. The winning lowa team
from Lin-Mar High School par-
ticipated in the national Envi-
rothon in California

The Commissioners would
like to encourage all the high
schools in Tama County to par
ticipate in this worthwhile and
challenging activity. The Tama
County Commissioners provided
financial support for the Envi-
rothon program, and one mem-
ber of the educational committee

also serves on the Iowa Envi
rothion Task Force

In May, the annual Qutdoor
Classroom Day for the fifth
graders was held at Otter Creek
with about 350 students partici
pating. The classes included
Soils by Jim Allen, assisted by
Aaron Musselman and Trisha
Olson: Nature Walk by Bob
Etzel; Fishing and Boating Safc
ty by Bob Mullen; Wildlife Con-
servation by Rick Trine; Wood-
land Plants by Mel Bro; Forestry
by Gene Frye; Chemicals in the
Environment by Chester Wor-
den; and Fish Biology by Lake
MacBride Fishery biologists
Each participant received an
orange drink and a conservation
pencil. An Outdoor Day essay
contest was held and the out-
standing essays were published

in the local p:
The education committee of

the SWCD plans to continue

cach of these activities in 2000,

Outdoor classroom

Chester Worden talked to the county’s fifth grade students

about chemicals

the environment, at Otter Creek Park.
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By Marilyn Chizek

From out of
the st ..

By Marie K. Vileta

Seldom-told stories of Iowa Governors

On Dec, 3, 1846, Ansel Briggs
was inaugurated as the first Gov-
Early
in his term y in his
office when an unkempt Sac
Indian appeared in the doorway
Briggs silently. On
of this man was a
bundle of dark fur. As the

ernor of the state of Towa

he was bu

shoulders

hug;
governor glanced 4t his visitor

from head to toe, he noted that
the man’s clothing was almost in
shreds. The fringe which had
once heen lixuriant now hung in
sths and his breeches

uneven
o and dirty

of such a visi-
tor was indeed an unusual occur-
s was unsure of

were well-w
\e appearan

rence! Brig

how to approach him or how to
speak, Surely there was a pur-
pose to his visit. Although the

yernor invited the Indian to
the visitor

enter the room
declined and he remained in the
entrance, standing first on one
asined foot and then on the

the Indian

moc
ther, Very |
finally asked
Briggs replied that he was the
of the state of lowa and
ger known
He was not sure

luntly

You Governor?

ZOVErno

that Towa was no
2 T
sitor would comprehend

In agreement, the Indian nod-
ded, “1 know, Man at Garrison
told me I come from Big
Muddy. 1am Half-Moon.™

It surprised Briggs that this

Sac 1 an had come from the

rrilory

Mis

suri River and was paying
Then in halting
words, the Indian explained that

he had wanted to hunt buffalo in

his old hunting grounds. The
governor was amazed; there had

been hardly any buffalo in lowa
for some time.

Finally, the visitor related a
dream he had of secing a buffalo
in fowa and how be bad then
come upon a lone animal on his
journey. With his bow and
arrow, he had killed it and had
come bearing its hide as a gift
for the governor of lowa. Half-
Moon dropped the fur and was

ne
Stephen Hempstead was the
second governor of the state of
Towa and succeeded Ansel Brig-
gs following the latter's four
years in office. He was a friend
of the Negro and was very much
against allowing any slavery in
lowa. He was in favor of immi
gration of settlers from foreign
countries but he wanted no white
man to own black men, Hemp-
stead was trustworthy and was
greatly admired as an honest
man. He delighted in telling a
story in order to put across a
point

Among his friends were some
who did own slaves but he would
hotly debate the slave problem
and declared no nation should
allow slavery. Whenever he was
forced Lo voice his conyictions
and his resentment was aroused.
he managed 1o keep his humor
Among his favorite stories was
one he referred to as a “means of
stilling the storm."
While visiting a friend in Ohio

who was a slave owner, Hemp-
stead had overheard a wise com-
ment from a little black boy
I'he Governor and his friend
were surveying a cotton field
when a rainstorm developed,
Seeking shelter in a nearby
slaves® cabin, the Towan was
interested in the woman and her
children who were at a window
waltching the raging storm. The
little girl looked up at her mother
and asked, "Mammy, can God
really still the storm?”

The Negro mammy replied,

Yes, of course God can still the
storm.

At that, the httle black boy
looked up, “Then why don’t he
do it before it gets such a big
start?"

Governor Hempstead often
used this story to point out the
wisdom of preventing the storm
of slayery in the state before it
had an opportunity to “geta
ood start.” He believed in mak-
ing slavery illegal before it
became a menace

Oatmeal recipes to “warm you heart and soul”

January is Oatmeal Month
Oatmeal can be enjoyed at any
time of the day. Eat it to start
your day with new vitality or
any time you need that little
extra burst of energy

Not only is oatmeal good for
you but it tastes good too. It
helps lower cholesterol levels
and having it in your diet helps
to make you a more healthy per-
son

Try these recipes when you
feel the need to be energized.

Oatmeal Waffles

1 172 C. quick-cooking oats

172 C. whole wheat flour

1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. sugar

1/2 tsp. salt

2 C. buttermilk

2 eggs

2 T. butter or margarine, melt
ed

peanut butter and/or apple-
sauce, optional

In a bowl, combine the first
five ingredients. In another
bowl, combine buttermilk, eggs
and butter; stir into the dry ingre
dients until smooth. Bake in a
preheated waffle iron according
to manufacturer’s directions until
golden brown. Serve with
peanut butter and/or applesauce
if desired. Yield: 6-8 waffles.

Oatmeal Dinner Rolls

1 C. oatmeal

2 C. boiling water

servation efforts

Tama County Pheasants Forever will
be planting over 31,000 trees and
shrubs this spring as part of our con-

PHEASANTS

Need a
project for
your service

group?

ALLIANT

We Salute Tama County Farmers For
Their Conservation Practices!

A

ENERGY.

“ We Need You!

Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, FFA,

Camp Fire and y
Call Todd Karr, President
515-499-

Ivy Sievers 515-484-

ur parents!

2142 or
3333 to coordinate

T. margarine
/3 C. brown sugar

1 T. sugar

1 1/2 tsp. salt

2 pkg. yeast

1/3 C. lukewarm water

5 C. flour

Cook oatmeal, water and mar-
garine until of normal breakfast
food consistency. Cool to Tuke-
warm. Dissolve yeast in the
lukewarm water and add the sug-
ars and salt. Combine this with
the oatmeal mixture. Knead in
the flour. Knead for 5 minutes
Form into dinner rolls and let
rise until double. Bake 20 to 30
minutes at 350 degrees

Easy Oven Meatballs

1 1b. ground beef

1/4 tsp. pepper

1/2 C. chopped onion

lege

172 tsp. salt

1 C. oatmeal

1/2 C. brown sugar

1 can tomato soup

3 T. lemon juice

Form into balls size of wal
nuts

3
2

Pour sauce over meatballs
Bake 1 hour at 350 degrees

Oatmeal Cookies (sugarless)

1 C. flour

1 1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. nutmeg

1 tsp. ground cloves

1 tsp. allspice

1 C. quick oats

1 C. raisins

1 C. unsweetened apple juice

122C. oil

2eggs

1 tsp. vanilla

12 C. nuts, chopped

Combine dry ingredients
Add apple juice, oil, eggs and
vanilla; mix well. Add oats,
raisins and nuts. Drop by tea-
spoonfuls onto ungreased cookie
sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for
10 to 12 minutes. Cool on pan.

We hope you have fun Star
Cooking and eating!

If you have a recipe you
would like to share with our
readers, please submit it to Mari-
Iyn Chizek, in care of the Dysart
Reporter, Tama News-Herald,
or Traer Star-Clipper.  We
look forward to hearing from
you

We Salute
the
Tama County ;
Soil & Water
Conservation District
and
the conservation
efforts of the landowners
in Tama County

Poweshiek Water
Association

Brooklyn Office - 515-522-7416
Tama Treatment Plant - 515-484-3234
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Maintaining CRP property

seeded new con
seeded legumes
and shrubs/trees

These prac-

by Chester Worden, old contracts or

NRCS tracts and have
native grasses
for the first time

Conservation Technician
Many of you have rencwed

Friend of Conservation

Melody Bro, left, is the Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict’s Friend of Conservation Award recipient. Mark and
Melody farm a large number of acres and stay busy with numer-
ous chores. They have utilized many conservation practices,
including a pond just north of the house. They have four chil-
dren, and the family is involved in archery and won many
awards. Melody and Mark are state licensed to rehabilitate
young and injured animals and release them back into the wild.

Rural Backyard Award

Ray and Yvette Berner earned the Rural Backyard Con-
servation Award at their rural Traer home, on 17 acres. They
have participated in prairie preservation for several years, and
were instrumental in the development of the Wilson Preserve
near Traer. They have photographed birds since the 1970s and
have observed 140 species of birds on their acreage. Their hob-
bies include refurbishing antique radios and bird watching.

STRAND EXCAVATING INC.

PONDS
TERRACES
WETLANDS
515-498-7373

Whether you're buying a new car,
purchasing a house, or investing in machinery,

we have the loan to meet your needs

dNS

Contact our loan professionals today for fast

decisions, competitive rates, and incredible service

FARMERS
SAVINGS BANK
& TRUST — TRAER

tices will need different mainte~
nance than the old CRP of only
Our goal 15 1o make
the legumes last as lo)
ble and 1o get the nativ
started as soon as possible

Remember that native grasses
are warm scason crops and do;
not germinate or start regrowth
until mid-JTune, Native grasses
also start from seed very slowly
and you should not worry about
them if you do not see much of
them until the fall of the second:
year or the beginning of the third
year. We do not recommend:
burning your native grasses until
the third year and then mainly
when you have a poor stand

Legumes

Where you have interseeded
legumes into an established grass
you should mow the grass when
the legume is a few inches 1all 1o
prevent the grass from smother-
ing out the new legumes.

After the legumes are estab-
lished, we recommend mowing
every other year. Not mowing
one year may let the legumes
reseed themselves; and mowing
one year may help with weed
control and keeping the grass
from smothering the legumes.

Mowing n early May (before
nesting season) and letting the
legumes resced themselves in
late summer would work also.

New scedings of legumes
(alfalfa, clover or native flowers
etc.) with native grasses should
be mowed the first two years
once or Iwice a year to 810
high to give the new native S
sunlight and a better
chance to grow

Some legume stands are real
thick the second year and should
definitely be mowed so they
don't smother out the small
native grass seedlings

Trees/Shrubs

Good planting techniques and
good grass control about 30"
around plants are very important
with trees and shrubs the first
two or three years. If you do this
they should start well and then
be able to take care of them-
selves.

Chemicals should be used on
trees per manufacturer’s recom-
mendations, but shrubs do not

tolerate chemicals as well. So
mowi important with
shrubs. Both shrubs and trees

should be planted in black soil
where former grass is Killed
cither with chemicals, (Roundup)
or tlled

Fabric has been used success-
fully when it 1s staked down
about 3 ft. around a plant
Broadleaves do not smother out
trees-shrubs very often, but
heavy stands of grass can kill
small plants

Weed Control

Remember that good weed
control is important on all CRP
pracuces and it is your responsi-
bility to do this, especially with
noxious weeds

During the first two years oi a
contract you can mow or spray at
any time without asking permis.
sion from FSA

Starting the third year you will
need 10 ask for permission at the
FSA office to control weeds dur-
the nesting season, May 15
ug. |

Before or after the nesting sca-
SOM YOu may mow or spray as
needed without asking for per
mission

A “CRP Maintenance Guide
is available at the NRCS office
and individual bumning plans are
given upon request.

Need that
perfect gift
idea?

A gift
subscription!

10

FARM & RANCH
FILTERS

now all the quality

CARQUEST filters you need
are on sale! But hurry

sale is for a limited time only

Righ

611 2nd Street, Box 435 * Traer, lowa 50675
Phone: (319) 478-2148 * Member FDIE
E-mail fsb.t@fsb-traer.com * web site: www.fsb-traer. com@
Standard credit qualifications apply.

==

Kaufman Tire
Serw(e Center

Wilsons win
two awards for
conservation

Dennis and Jean Wilson, shown
at night and with daughters Mindy
Trisha and Heather, above, were
selected to receive two awards this
year. They were chosen as the Dis-
mct’s Overall Winner and will also
receive the award for the Owner-
Operator Division

Dennis and Jean farm together
but during the winter, Jean works at
Pied Piper Day care. They have a
cow/calf herd in addition to the
farmland

Their girls are active in the oper-
ation. Hobbies include horseback
nding and enjoying nature.

Another hobby that Dennis
enjoys 15 restoring old tractors

Buffers = common sense

by Craig Hempy

Buffers. or permanent strips of
vegetation, protect soil and
water, provide wildlife habitat
and make economic sense. They,
have become  increasingly popu-
lar since introduced in 1997
through a program called contin-
uous CRP. As of September of
1999 Towa has an average of
1,595 acres per county for a total
of 158,000 acres. Tama County
:ads the state with a total enroll-
ment of 8,206 acres on 1,139
contracts.

Cropland is eligible if it was
planted or considered planted to
an agricultural commodity in two
of the last five years. The land
does not have to be highly erodi
ble. Marginal pasture suitable
for use as a riparian tree buffer is
also elig This includes land

along streams, rivers, and any
permanent bodies of water.

Signup 15 not competitive as
with the general CRP and enroll-
ment is open all year. Rates are
determined by soil type and. with
a 20% bonus for some practices,
can be as high as $180 per acre
Continuous CRP contracts last
10-15 years depending on the
approved practice and includes
50% cost-share payments to
develop the practice

Some of the more popular
practices in Tama County are

Contour Buffer Strips
—These are strips of perennial
vegetation up to 30 feet wide
with cultivated crop strips
farmed on the contour. The pri-
mary purpose is to reduce ero-
sion, therehy minimizing the
movement of sediment, nutri

Landlord-Tenant Award

David and Frances Bacon are |ln- award recipients for the

District Landlord-Tenant Div

a variety of conservation practices.
as it helps keep the equipment and fuel costs
s used include terraces, buffer stri

tem for their crops.
down. Other prac

¢ farm 1,150 acres using
-till is the preferred sys-

and

waterways. David and Frantes enjoy camping and boating with
their two children, Sean (12) and Cory (9).

TIRE and REPAIR & 7.

On-The-Farm Service

402 North County Road
TOLEDO

= Phone 515-484-6214

ents, and pesticides.
vide excellem places for nesting
and wildlife caver. Field Bor-
ders are included as a part of this
practice.

Grass Filter Strips — Strips
of grass up to 99 feet wide along
streams, lakes, ponds and wet-
lands used to intercept pollutants
from both ground and surface
water. Also protects stream-
banks and shorelines from ero-
sion. This practice is especially
attractive in areas subject to
flooding with potential crop loss.

Riparian Forest Buffer -
These are similar in purpose to a
grass filter strip but because of
the deeper root system does an
even better job of removing con-
taminates from the soil. These
can have an average maximum
width of 150 feet. It can also be
managed to provide a valuable
timber commodity for the future.
As an example, maple at today’s
prices can be worth in excess of
$500 per acre

Windbreak/Shelterbelt—
Single or multiple rows of trees
or shrubs used to protect farm-
steads and livestock from strong
They also

They pro-

winds and snow
reduce wind erosion across open
fields and help to beautify the
landscape

Shallow Water Areas for
Wildlife - Can be developed in
wetter or flood prone areas of a
field. Must be on hydric soil and
can be up to 5 acres in size
Designed to hold around 1.5 feet
of water on 30% of the arca
They do a good job of removing
contaminates from runoff and
provide excellent wildlife and
aquatic habitat

Grassed Waterways — This
can be a natural or constructed
channel planted to permanent
v ation. Located in an area
where runoff concentrates, its
purpose is to slow the release of
Are

water 10 a non-erosive level
currently eligible only on non-
HEL land or land coming out of
the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram

To apply for Continuous CRP
visit the Farm Service Agency in
Toledo to sign an application
An NRCS technician will review
thg application to determine
prices. and the cost for
establishing the practice. This
information will be returned to
the applicant and if acceptable, a
contract will be drawn up by
FSA

Cost involved in establishing
any of the practices are mini
cost-share

acres,

mized with the 50%
te funds such as
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Revolving Fund Expenses
Awards Banquel
IDALS

Midwestern Culvert
Buffer Initiative ...
Contractors Meeting
lowa Watershed dues
Arbor Day trees ...
Office supplies/printing .
CDI & NACD Dues ......
NACD - Stewardship materials
Postage ohrk
Cascade Nursery — trees
Contest awards
Seed ... o Yot
District Employee fund
State Tax . . ‘

~ Tama County SWCD

Financial Report
July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999

and calendars .

$1,034.72
.. $5,448.40
$80.00
$80.00

Fabric ek

Contribution to Envirothon

Outdoor classroom .........

Income

Tree sales $8,360.00
Fabric .. $312.50
Plier rental $502.00
Pheasants Forever . $1,000.00
State Treasurer $3,150.85
Seed sales .. $4,117.90
Contributions .- $3,478.25
Interest $168.89
Ending Balance $8,453.78
IM Account Beginning Balance $4,000.00
Expenses

Postage $1,037.47
CDI dues 1 $300.00
Commissioner expense . $1,045.70
NACD ... % i 3828.45
Office supplies .. weunies $377:14
IIM Budget

Cost Share Funds 96-97

Original Allocation $94,857.30
Spent to date .. . $94,541.30
Recalled . $316.00
Balance, 6-30-99 .., 0

Cost Share Funds 97-98
Original Allocation
Spent to date ...
Balance, 6-30-99
Cost Share Funds 98-99
Original Allocation ......

- $122.387.42
$118,564.42
. $3.823.00

$105,603.00

Spent to date
Recalled .
Balance, 6-30-99

Spent (o date N $102,677.69
Balance, 6-30-99 . .$2,925.31
Reap Practice Funds 99

Original AllOCAtON ....voovrveiernrcineinn .- $7,026.00
Spent to date $7.036.00
Balance, 6-30-99 ]
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses

Original Allocation .. $1.811.00

$1,733.59
$77.41

nt
w Windbreak

1
v
1

t

by Jim Allen,
District Conservationist,
Tama County NRCS

Shallow water mang ent

ooy

or wildlife 15 manag a; ul
ural lands and moist soil arcas
or wildlife habitat

They provide open water arcas

on agricultural fields and moist
soil areas to facilitate waterfowl
habitat. They also provide habi-

at for reptiles and amphibians

Shallow water areas
provide wildlife habitat

the time. To insure that water

available for wildhfe, the shal

low water area should be exca

vated 10 a depth of 6-18 inches
We recommend switch gra

on non-water areas, but a cool

season grass mixture can be
Disking or burni

be done every 2-3 years 1o con

should

used.

trol the invasion of undesirabl
tree species.
The CRP contract length is 10

Ne

Ron and Linda Kajer are this year’s winners for a New
Windbreak. They started their windbreak in 1997 and have
added to it every year. They have planted a large variety of trees
and flowers on their 163 acres, and have created a pond with an
nd for wildlife and they will use it for recreation. They have a
small pond in front of their house stocked with goldfish. Native
prairie flowers and plants that surround the pond add to its
attraction. They have a daughter and two sons. Ron works at
Meskwaki Casino and Linda takes care of hundreds of plants
and trees, a job in itself.

i Y 3
Conservation Tillage Award

Steve and Janice Lovig are the recipients of the Consery.
tion Tillage Award. Steve is a grain farmer and has been no-till
farming since 1985. Steve and Janice do the harvest and planting
of 560 acres of corn and soybeans, They have three sons and five
grandchildren. Steve’s hobbies include woodworking and having
fun with his grandchildren.

Conservation Awards
given at Banquet

The annual Conservation

presented the awards to the

Awards Banquet was held on
Nov, 17 at the Otter Creck Lake
Park Nature Center

The banquet is held yearly to
honor the conservation awards

Land Stewardship is
promoting ecosystems

What is the Land Stewardship
Program (LSP)?

The LSP is a fec-based pro-
gram dedicated to the restoration
of the native ecosystems and the
creation of new anes; p

would like to make an appoint-
ment for a consultation, call
Christine Taliga, Land Steward-
ship Program Restorationist at
(319) 668-8110

winners that have been chosen
y Tama County Soil and
Water Conservation District

There were approximately 150
people in attendance. The speak-
er for the evening was Dr. Rich
Tyler from West Branch. His
presentation was about an octag-
onal barn that he has restored
and the history of that barn's
owner

The District’s Commissioners:

award recipients. A picture and
brief description of. the award
winners is included in this annu
al report

The Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District would like to con-
gratulate each award winner and
thank them for their conservation
efforts

Classified ads bring
results — buy, sell or
trade in your
local
newspaper.

sound restoration and manage-
ment based upon a total ecosys-
tem approach

The lowa Valley Resource
Conservation and Development

Land Stewardship Program is a

private, non-profit organization
sponsored by USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service
and operaied locally by volunteer
community leaders,

Why restore ecosystems?

— Conservation education.

- Reduced costs

Habitat restoration and pro-
tection.

Beautification

Improved water quality

Reduced soil erosion.

— Improved air quality.

What does the LSP do?

They provide consulting ser-
vices for specialty designs for
prairies woodlands, savannas and
wetlands; native plant invento-
ries, wetland mitigation; burn
plan development; seeding and
erosion control specification;
restoration plan development;
workshops geared toward profes-
sionals and enthusiasts

They also provide installation
contracting for seeding, drilling
and broadcasting; seedling plant-
ings, site preparation

Stewardship services are pro-
vided for prescribed burns; mow-
ing and selective herbicide appli-

cations
If you have questions or if you

make things work for

A BArmNER. For Growy

Get the capital you need to keep up with the farm trends of today.
We‘re your financial workhorse, with an entire banking staff at your

disposal. Call on us to assess your needs, and provide what it takes to
you!

& Ag Repre

Kelly Smit
Assistant Vice President

WEST BANK HOURS;
Monday through Friday - 8:30-4:30
Saturday - 8:30-12 Noon

sentarive

THE STATE BANK OF TOLEDO

Box 309 * Toledo, lowa 52342 « (515) 484-2980

MAIN RANK HOURS;

Friday- 8:30-6:00

See Kelly
for all

Financial
Needs!

Monday through Thursday - 8:30-2:30

which serve as important prey years with an annual payment
specics for herons, waterfowl, that can range from $130 10 §150
and other wildlife, per acre. Contracts can be up 10
Shallow water areas are bene- 5 acres in size
ficial in establishing and enhanc A plan of operation and main
ing wildlife habitat. Water pro- tenance should include monitor
vides numerous benefits for the ing and management of the site
landowner with additional recre- as well as guidelines for structur

ational activities and esthetic val-  al components.

Since May
first contract for Shallow Water
Areas for Wildlife was estab
lished, over 1,600 acres have

been offered by landowners in

ues. 1998, when the

Enyironmental benefits
include protecting the soil, air
and water, and demonstrate a
commitment (o land stewardship

Continuous CRP eligibility
rules require that these areas of

the county

For starting your own shallow
water for wildlife area, contact
your local Tama County Natural
Resource Conservation Service
at 515-484-2702, or Farm Ser
vice Agency at 515-484-2701

shallow water are cropland
They are planted to permanent
vegetation of shrubs

trees

native flowers and grasses. They
must be on hydric soil-soils wet

in nature These offices are located at 203
Standing water should be on W. High St. in Toledo.
30% of the area at least 50% of

Buffer Initiative Award

> Sam Mattingly is the Buffer Initiative Award recipient.
This operation consists of 500 acres of pasture, 200 acres of hay
ground, 1,800 acres of corn and 1,400 acres of beans. They also

feed cattle and sheep. Joe, the Mattinglys’ son, and Adam, their
grandson, are both involved in this farm. Mr. Mattingly has
been using buffers for the past few years and realizes the |
fits of them.

bene-

GOODFYEAR

L tre Fzrore

Cuts Through Mud, Dirt,
And Al Kinds Of Soil

GOODYEAR RADIAL
NO-RISK OFFER

We'l fix it
in the field!
Just give us a call
for tire repair
or replacement.

BEAR'’S, INC.
COMPLETE

hg 1
EIE ® BYORS®  ynE SERVIC

105 State - P.O. Box 15, Tama, lowa 52339

1-800-447-3202 * 515-484-3202
Goodyear. As American As Farming.
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‘RC&D projects can
benefit our communities

What is the Towa Valley
RC&D?

Resource Conservation &
Development is a unique pro
gram that helps people protect
and develop their economic, nat-
ural. and social resources in
ways that help improve their
arca’s economy, environment
and quality of life

Local RC&D Councils pro-
vide a way for peaple to plan and
implement projects that will
make their communities better
places to live

Making it happen!

RC&D is based on the idea

that local people know what their

“Enjoying w

etlands

Wildlife and humans can all enjoy the benefits of well established wetlands in Tama County,

Wetlands benefit landowners,
wildlife and the environment

im Allen,

District Conseryationist

to farm flood-prone
~areas can be expensive, frustrat
ing and time consuming. The
best economi¢ choice may be to
use your floodplain as nature
designed it-asa weétland
The Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram generates farm income by
., Offering financial incentives for
#1he restoration of wetlands
= Landowners can lease the wet-
“lands to hunters for additional
slincome, and manage wooded
sareas for longen term timber pro-
* duction
Wetlands provide an abun-
\ dance of benefits for the environ-
1 ment and to the landowner
They can generate farm income,
i ‘improve water quality. filter sed-
i dment, reduce soil crosion, sup-
! ply water and prevent floods,
\ provide wildlife habitat, and pro-
vide recreational opportunities
They also restore native vegeta
tion (o the wetlands
The Wetlands Reserve pro-
gram offers incentives for restor-
ing Towit's wetlands. This pro-
gram offers appraised agricultur-
al value for wetlands that have
been previously drained and con-
verted o agricultural use
Landowners retamn control of the
land, retain ownership of the

land and have all nghts for recre
ational uses
Wetland restorations provide a

filtration system by removing
chemicals from surface waters,
+ They filter and vollect sediment

from runoff water, by reducing

Towa leads the nation i

sedimentation in water bodies
They provide moisture needed
for plant growth. They may alsa
provide an additional alternative
to animal waste and sewage
treatments.

By slowing the surface water
flow, wetlands reduce soil ero
sion along floodplains. They are
reservoirs for rainwater from
peak water flow during and after
storms. They recharge under-
ground water supplies as they

release water slowly into the
ground
They provide excellent

wildlife habitat for nesting,
breeding and feeding. Wetlands
support 190 species of amphib-
1ans, one third of all native bird
species, and over 5.000 plant
species. They can provide win
ter cover for many upland
wildlife species. Recreational
activities for wildlife viewing
hunting and fishing are also pro-
vided

Three options o protect
restore and enhance wetlands
are

*Permanent easements pay
up 1o 100% reimbursement for
restoration costs and legal costs
to establish the easement. The
landowner receives one-time
payment for permanent case
ment
Thirty-year easements puy
of restoration costs and
5% of what would be paid for
permanent easement. Legal
costs associated with the ease-
ment are paid up to 100%

*Restoration cost-share
agreements are a 10-year con

tract to restore wetlands and
upland habitat
USDA pays 75% of the cost of
restoration. No permanent ease-
ment is placed on the property
and there is no easement or other
land incentive payment

Join the practice of conserya-
tion by putting your wet area into
wetland
reserves. (

associated

hancements or
| your local Tama
County Natural Resources Con-
servation Service at 515-484-
2702, or the Farm Service
Agency at 515-484-2701

o need and can create
solutions that will really work
Groups of local volunteers estab-
lish RC&D Councils, which rep-
resent Sponsoring organizations
within a multi-county region
RC&D Council directors volun-
teer their time to address impor-
tant issues in their communities,
and to build a better life for
themselves and others.

T'he strength of the RC&D
Program is in local people work-
ing together to solve their own
problems. The development of
local leadership and community
pride is a key part of RC&D pro
jects and success

How does the RC&D work?

lowa's RC&D Councils
receive staffing and financial
support from the USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), which provides a Coor-
dinator to work with each Coun-
cil in the state. RC&D Coordi-
nators work closely with Coun-

Landlord-Tenant Award

Neil and Suzie Rowe were chosen for a Landlord-T

Award. They

enant

¢ owned their farm since 1972, and own a busi-

ness making bins and selling pump doctors. They have terraces

and pra

tice no-till farming. They have one son, Steve; and five

grandchildren. They enjoy travel and snow skiing.

¢ils o identify problems, estab-
lish goals and objectives, build
sirategies and implement plans.

Although RC&D Councils
receive assistance from NRCS
and many other partnering agen-
cies and organizations, prionties
and policies are always set by
local people.

Benefits

RC&D projects may create
new jobs in agriculture, forestry,
tourism and other industries
Projects may focus on natural
resource issues, or may work to
improve community develop-
ment, economic growth or quali-
ty of life in lowa communities
All are designed to make com-
munities more viable and pro-
ductive, and better places to live.

The lowa Valley RC&D con-
sists of Tama, lowa, Benton,
Poweshiek and Johnson counties,
The Tama County Board of
Supervisors and the Tama Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) are sponsors of
the Towa Valley RC&D

RC&D Directors from the
Tama County SWCD include

Dennis  Wieben and Don
Menken. RC&D Directors from
the Tama County Board of

Supervisors include Jim Ledvina
and Larry Frese

If you have any questions or
project possibilities for the lowa
Valley RC&D, please contact
one of the above RC&D Direc-
tors or call the Towa Valley
RC&D office at (319)668-8110.

NICOLE FOWLER

Nicole Fowler
won grocery
sack contest

The first project of the year for
the Tama County Consérvation
Education committee was the
conservation grocery sack activi-
ty for grades 3-5 in the county.

The local grocery stores pro-
vided large paper grocery sacks
which each child decorated to
carry out the national conserva-
tion theme, “In the Children's
Hands "

A monetary prize was given 10
the student in each grade at each
participating school whose sack
best illustrated the theme n
an overall Wwinner was chosen
Nicole Fowler, a Dysart-Geneseo
third grader was awarded an air-
plane ride donated by Jim Pip-
pert. The decorated were
then returned to the g y store
where they were used to carry
groceries during Soil and Water
Stewardship Week

Urban Backyard Award

Roger and Diane Schnebly, Dysart, are the Urban

Backyard Conservation Award

winners. They are interested in

backyard conservation and indicate this by the beautiful Jand-
scaping they have done in their yard. The Schneblys, both
Master Gardeners, are now retired and enjoy their free time gar-
dening and traveling. The Schneblys also find their grandchil-

dren quite enjoyable.

Congrartulations!

: To our Tama County Farmers on their conservation practices!

soil conservation, and Tama County ran

the top 10 counties in Iowa. lowa was the first state to provide finan-

cial assistance for soil conservation and Tama County also provides funds. We urge our farm friends to keep up the good work — the future of
the soil is in your hands!

BUCKINGHAM CO-OP
TRAER - 319-478-2331

FARMERS MUTUAL INS. ASSN.
TRAER - 319-478-2585

HOLMES WELDING & FAB. LTD.
TRAER - 319-478-2421

ERNIE’S PLUMBING & HTG.
TRAER - 319-478-2512

OVERTON FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
TRAER - 319-478-2775

SILVER STREAK LANES & RESTAURANT
TRAER - 319-478-8662

SUNRISE HILL CARE & REHAB CENTER
TRAER - 319-478-2730

TOWN & COUNTRY VET. CLINIC
TRAER - 319-478-8411

TRAER MANUFACTURING
TRAER - 319-478-8818

TRAER SUPER VALU
TRAER - 319-478-2680

VAN'S LOCKER, INC.
DYSART - 319-476-3500

WOLFE CLINIC EYE CENTER

DR. MARSHALL K. WALKER * TRAER - 319-478-2081

WIECK BROS. OIL CO.
TRAER - 319-478-2190

WRIGHT PHARMACY
TRAER - 319-478-8711

FARMERS CO-OP TELEPHONE
DYSART - 319-476-7800

DYSART STATE BANK
DYSART - 319-476-4900 * MEMBER FDIC

'DYSART TIRE & SERVICE
DYSART - 319-476-3977 OR 476-2277

TAMA COUNTY MUTUAL INS. ASSN.
TRAER - 319-478-2710

COMMUNITY SERVICE AGENCY
DYSART - 319-476-4470 OR 1-800-383-2280

THE TRAER STAR-CLIPPER
TRAER - 319-478-2323

FARMERS LUMBER CO.
DYSART - 319-476-2180
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Estab

Richard and Betty Crawford live between Dysart and Traer along Highway 8. They won the

Established Windb,

Award from the Izaak Walton L

ue, for the windbreak they established

on their 400 acre farm. A tornado took out 94 pine trees in 1958, and left the farm with few trees.

Also, a pig got loose and did some $1,000 damage to tl

ir acreage, all within the past few years.

They decided to spruce up the farm by adding cottonwoods, green ash, concolor spruce and

arborvi

¢. Richard loves to fish, golf and does some woodworking. Betty likes to bake pies, sew,

garden, hand paint woodworking projects, and make stained glass.

Trees, shrubs, wildflowers and
grasses on sale through office

Trees & Shrubs

The Tama County Soil and
Water Conservation District is
again conducting a tree and
shrub sale

The trees and shrubs are being
sold in bundles of 25, This is the
third year for this sale campaign
The trees and shrubs are ordered
from Cascade Nursery and can

like to have an order blank
mailed to you, please contact the
office at 515-484-2702 and
either request one be mailed or
you can order directly in the
office.

The trees will be delivered
sometime in mid-April and you
will be notified as 1o where und

be ordered through the office at
203 W. Hi

New Coo

when these may be picked up

Wildflowers & Grasses
This year for the first ime the
District is also selling flowers
and grasses. The flowers and

1St Toledo
The deadline for ordering trees
is March 1, 2000, If you would

erator Award
Keith and Shelly Smith are the District’s New Cooperator
Award recipients. They have a windbreak behind their house
and a riparian buffer and filter strip along the stream close by.
They have filter strips and also do some no-till farming, Hobbies
include volleyball, golf, and camping with Keisha and Tia.

the soil is in your hands!

grasses are lowa grown and can
be ordered in a six pack. There
are several varieties avalable.

Towa wildflowers invite bees,
songbirds, butterflies and other
“critters” 1o our gardens. Prairie
wildflowers and grasses make
excellent garden and landscaping
plants. By planting lowa natives
plants, you can help teserve
these unique species, create
wildlife habitat, and enjoy a seli-
sufficient garden,

Because native prairie plants
are perfectly suited to grow in
lowa, they are low maintenance,
minimizing the need for pesti-
cides, fertilizer, and watering
thus benefiting the environment:™

Recent reports indicate the
decline in the populations of
songbirds, butterflies, and polli-
nators, and some game birds
which is due to habitat destruc-
tion. While it i5 important to
provide winter feeders for these
creatures, it is even more critical
to create native habitat which
will greatly impact these popula-
tions by providing self-perpetu-
ating, undisturbed nesti
natural food sources and winter
shelters.

A habitat can be as small or as
large as your area and imagina-
tion allows. Start by using
native plants in your existing
beds, borders, ditches or cre
small “prairie plot” of lowa
wildflowers and grasses in your

The Tama County Soil and
Water Conservation District
ally receives funds from the
Department of Agriculture
d Land Stewardship to help
stect Tama County's soil and

The funds the district receives
are allotted 1o eligible distnct
ooperators (o pay a portion of
approved soil and water conser
vation practices

The majority of this annual
allocation of IFIP (lowa Finan-
cial Incentives Program) funds
are used 1o promote the follow

ing conservation practices:
Terraces (50% of cost up to
£5.000),
Water and sediment basins
(50% of cost.up to $5,000)
Grassed waterway (50% of
cost up to $1,500)

Grade stabilization structures
50% of cost up to $1,500)

Other conservation practices
that fall under the IFIP (State
cost-share or the REAP
(Resources Enhancement and
Protection) programs include:

from Iowa to promote projects

Grassed waterway
Terraces
Water & sediment basins

Grade stabilization ponds
Windbreaks (farmstead)
Conservation cover

Tree planting

Cost Share Projects
completed in FY 1999

Grade stabilization structures

Waste Management systems

49 80.2ac
5 7250 ft
3
10
5
6
16 ac
15 ac
1

Farmstead windbreak
— Critical area planting
Tree planting;
- Conservation cover
- Field windbreaks
—Pasture and hayland plant
ing;
~ Animal waste management
systems;
Timber stand improvement
In Fiscal Year 1999, the dis
trict received $105.603 in IFIP

funds. Of this amount, $103,721
was spent or obligated. The
remaining $1.881 is awaiting
approval. The District Commis
sioners and the NRCS office
staff make every effort to spend
or obligate all funds received

cach

Also in Fiscal Year 1999
close to $9,500 was received and
cost-shared under the REAP pro
gram.

Class on plants

Melody Bro involved the county’s fifth grade students in her class on plants. The annual out-
door classroom takes place at Tama County’s Otter Creck Park.

Annual Awards banquet Nov. 17

The annual Conservation
Awards Banquet was held on
Nov. 17 at the Otter Creek Lake
Park Nature Center

The banquet is held yearly to
honor the conservation awards
winners that have been chosen
by the Tama County Soil and
Water Conservation District

There were approximately 150
people in attendance. The speak-

onal barn that he has restored
and the history of that barn's
owner.

The District's Commissioners
presented the awards to the
award recipients. A picture and
brief description of the award

winners is included in this annu-
al report

The Soil and Water Conserva
tion District would like to con
atulate each award winner and
ank them for their conservation
efforts

Everyone has a stake in the
conservation of our soil

yard. er for the evening was Dr. Rich
These plants will arrive late Tyler from West Branch, His and water.
May 1o early June. presentation was about an octag-

Congrartularions!

To our Tama County Farmers on their conservation practices!
Towa leads the nation in soil conservation, and Tama County ranks in the top 10 counties in Iowa. Iowa was the first state to provide finan-
cial assistance for soil conservation and Tama County also provides funds. We urge our farm friends to keep up the good work — the future of

LARRY’S FEED & SUPPLY
TAMA - 515-484-3815

MEDICAP PHARMACY

TOLEDO - 515-484-6198 KENKEL LAW OFFICE

MICKELSON, ROAN & APPELGATE
TOLEDO - 515-484-2320

JOANNE YUSKA CLU, LUTC

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL PLANNING
TOLEDO - 515-484-4160

PIEPER INSURANCE
TAMA - 515-484-2906

TAMA LIVESTOCK
TAMA - 515-484-3465

AUSTIN MOTORS
TOLEDO - 515-484-3502

TAMA STATE BANK
TAMA - 515-484-4620

MUSGRAVE MOTORS ¢ MICHELLE’S
515-484-3358 - TOLEDO - 515-484-5214

FERRELGAS, INC.
TAMA - 515-484-2021

BOHEMIAN MUTUAL INS. ASSN.
TOLEDO - 515-484-5233

MANATT'S SAND, GRAVEL & CONCRETE
TAMA - 515-484-4022

HORBACH FURNITURE
TOLEDO - 515-484-2780

DIRKS & JACOBSON INSURANCE
TOLEDO - 515-484-2140

K & K AUTO.BODY & PAINT
TOLEDO - 515-484-6015

RICHARDS REALTY

NANCY MircHew, BROKER = ARLO RicHArDs GRI
TAMA - 515-484-4240

BIG T MAID-RITE
TOLEDO - 515-484-3720
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Nobodg...and we mean NOBODY
axcept John Deery hae the CUTS |
to make you thie kind of an offer! |

.ll.lS'I' 15 'I'RANSFERS THE PAYMENTS
DUE, AND YOU PAY OFF THE BALANCE ON
ANY ONE OF OVER 200 GREAT NEW CARS.

MEW 2000 GMC

#C- 5482‘

SONOMA
MSRP $15,153
~ ALLOY WHEELS ‘ Mj
* ALLOY L bl [
* CD PLAYER .mpprulj‘(:g ! ‘9

NEW 2000 GMC *

SIERRA v

X #G-3539

=" MSRP $17,987
= Discount -$1,218

em A

#G-3495

’ MSRP $25,251
b Discount -$3,255

¢ ¢

* SHORT BOX
* CHROME WHEELS
¢ AR, TILT, CRUISE

>

>

NEW 2000 GMC

SONOMA CLUB 4Xd ¢

+ VORTEC V6 S0t fa

+ SLE DECOR OHN'S )"

+ POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS gy

NEW 2000 GMC

JIMMY 4X4 b
NISRP $29,345

" Discount SS 853

*4D00R B

« CD PLAYER

+SLETRIM

* POWER SEAT

NEW 2000 CMC © . -

SAFARI

MSRP. $26 437
Dlscount 52978

8118

#G-3506

MSRP $29,049
Discount Discount -$3,145

o i)‘m

» ALL WHEEL DRIVE
* ALLOY WHEELS
¢ REAR AIR

[ new 2000 eme

SAVANA

5.7 VORTEC V8
 ALLOY WHEELS
* 8 PASSENGER

~IT'S ONLY THROUGH ____ X
MONDAY NIGHT AT JOHN DEERY! |;

6823 UNIVERSITY AVE.
x CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 50613

XXX XXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXW’

Wildlife presentation

Rick Trine had lots of hands waving during his wildlife presentation at the county’s fifth

grade Outdoor Classroom in the month of Ma ay.

No tlll beans

These soybeans were planted in Tama County using a no-till method. saving moisture and

stress.

Soil and water conservation
practices benefit generations
to come

Conservation doesn’t cost
.. .it pays!

» 425 cc liquid-cooled
4 valve, 4 stroke engine
» MacPherson strut
front suspension
* 270 Ib. carrying capacity 4
* Push button engage
4 wheel drive

POLARIS
USS REPAIR

408 N. County Rd., T 515-484-2540

Magnum 4x4

LET Us HELP YOU
WiTH YOUR
CONSERVATION NEEDS!

SKID STeeR RENTALS
Now AvaiLABLE

SQVTHARD

- “With us service is a business not a sideline” a
A

GRINNELL
515-236-6514

888-524-4020

TAMA
515-484-5225
800-873-5855

MARSHALLTOWN
515-752-1527
800-542-7803

Soybean program
for farmers

\ County FSA has
information concerning
eed program that was
established by Congress last fall,
A" producer’s payment will be
based on the higher of the 1997
or 1998 planted acreage of each
specilic oilseed crop, or for new
the 1999 crc P planted

need o file m )se reports h\ Feb.

18, 2000. Most producers have

filed crop reports in those years.
This is all the

information we
county
ontact

Insurance loss

Tama County FSA has re-
ceived the computer downloads
for producers receiving 1999
crop insurance loss
Producers who received an
insuance loss payment shauld
< to the office to file for the

payments.

A"H

Wobeter

Appraisals
and

Associates L.L.C.

Your
Farm
' Specialist

221 E. High St
Toledo

515-484-3105
1-800-555-1162




