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Land use has high 
priority, but slim 
chance of passage 

DES MOINES <UP!l-Land use plan· 
nmg leg~slat1on a concept designed to 
protect Iowa's prime agncultural land 
from commerc1al development-appears 
to be 11n everybody's hst of legislative 
pnonhcs th1s year, but chances of passage 
agam appear slim 

Gov Robert D Ray has endorsed land 
use planning and both Democrats and 
Republicans are expected to include the 
1ssue on thel!' separate hsts of legislative 
pnonlles 

Although 11 1s d1fhcult to fmd a 
la"maker "ho w11l arRue agrunst the 
concept land u:.e planm ng never has been 

able to get by both houses of the Iowa 
Legislatlle. This year, proponents are 
only a Jitde more optim1stic of 1ts chan ·es, 
e1-en wllb such widespread support 

The prcblem appears to be exactly how 
to accoJ111llish the popular concept of 
saving Iowa's farmland A House proposal 
this year. very sim1lar to legiSlation ap 
proved two years ago b) the lower 
chamber would establish a state land use 
commisSion that would re\'IC\1 local pohcy 
on land u;e plans to make sure 11 comphes 
with state gwdehnes 

But op?(lnents m the Senate s~y the b1ll 
gJ\'es tar too much authonl) to the st<Jte 

comm1ss1on m overseeulg local dec1S1ons 
Senate GOP leader Clavm Hultman of 

Red Oak said he has not yet seen a land use 
bill he could support and said he does not 
hke the House proposal because it places 
too much emphas1s at the state level 

"It would be much better to have a 
bottom up' philosophy with emphasis on 

county and local control rather than at the 
stale !!'vel." Hultman srud in an interview 

He also doc., not hke the establislunent 
of • ~1111 another new government agency " 

" It 's wrf1cult to be against land use per 
se, but there are d1fferent ways to ap· 
p1 "wh th1s 1ssue and I haven't dec1ded 

exaclly wh1ch approach I favor.· Hultman 
SBid 

Pnebe. a farmer, also says he opposes 
the House bJil because 11 gives too much 
aulhonty to a stale comm1c;sion He 5ald, 
however. he would hke to meet with 
members or the tluuse Natural Resources 
Comm1ttee to try to work out a com· 
pronuse 

' The kmd or b11l I would ~upport would 
~tart the mput at the bottom and feed up to 
the stale level.'' s:11d Pr1ebe "The state 
comm1ss1on should only have a firol sa) 
when t11o adjac.-ent count1l'S hal'<' plans 
that nmfhd .. 


