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Cass SWCD Celebrates 70th Anniversary 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation 
District celebrated their 70th Anniversary on 
Thursday, August 23rd at the Cass Community 
Building in Atlantic Iowa. Jim Gillespie with 
IDALS-DSC and Jamie Carpenter with the 
NRCS helped in opening the celebrations. Iowa 
Agriculture Secretary, Bill Northey spoke about 
when producers started using more conservation 
practices, farms started becoming Century 
Farms, or farms that have been in the same fam­
ily for 100 years or more, or Heritage Farms, 
farms that have been in the same family for 150 

__ ___. years or more. He also spoke about Urban con-
servation in which individuals in urban areas try 

to get water off the streets, parking lots and other areas. Shiona Putnam and Lila Hoogev­
een, local authors and officers, curators, and board members of the Cass County Historical 
Museum also presented information about Cass county. The Cass SWCD also made rec­
ognitions of the area youth who participated in the poster contest and presented awards to 
Landowners. Glen Dinkla was awarded the Owner/Operator Award, Lee & Jo Ann 
Poeppe were awarded the Landowner Award, Glen Smith was awarded the Windbreak 
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Award and Jim and Kathi Mailander ~-----~~---===:::;;;;;;;;=;-;;;;;;-----;:;;=-=====;;:::::::;;;;;;;;;;-J 

were presented the Tree Planting 
Award. Curt Behrends, District Chair­
man, stated that there are many pro­
ducers in Cass County that are doing a 
great job in applying conservation 
practices to their properties and that it 
was extremely difficult to choose 
award winners. They would like to 
thank all the producers in Cass county 
for working hard to save the soil for 
future families. The Cass Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation District would like to 
thank these landowners for being good 
stewards of the land. Approximately, 
228 people attend the banquet. Cass 
SWCD Commissioners are; Curt 
Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Fred Kay, 
Ray Wilson, Tracy Marshall. Assis­
tant Commissioners are; Alan Peterson 
and Alan Zellmer. Lee and Jo Ann Poeppe Jim and Kathi Mailander 
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Abigail Leighton Melanie Palmer Justin Aupperle DevanAmdor 

SWCD Election Results 
The Soil and Water Conservation District commissioners are the govern­
ing body of the local district in Iowa, as delineated in Iowa Code Chapter 
161A. This year, there were three seats to fill for the November election. 
Curt Behrends, Ray Wilson, and Chase Wheatley have been elected to 
four year terms beginning the 2nd day of January , 2013 . Assistant 
commissioners are also appointed at the District Organizational meet­
ing . Fred Kay and Greg Zellmer continue their terms on board also. 
Greg Zellmer will serve as Chairman, Ray Wilson will serve as Vice 
Chairman, Fred Kay, Treasurer 

Morgan Anstey Ryan Aupperle 

L-R: Ray Wilson, Chase Wheatley, Curt Behrends 

DOING YOUR PART FOR CONSERVATION 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your efforts to protect our soil and 
water resources in Iowa. Each landowner and operator does this because of a 
strong connection to the land, water and business they are involved with. I call it 
an Iowa ethic or commitment and it is part of our heritage, something we have been 
doing for a long time. 
We have just gone through one of the worst droughts most of us can remember and 
some farmers were still able to produce crops that yielded more than expected. Part 
of that is of course based on better genetics but I also believe it was based on 
healthier soils. Mother Nature is beyond our control but how we take care of our 

soil and water is within our control. If we consider the cost of land or rental rates today, we should do everything 
we can to protect it and keep it where it can be as productive as possible and out of our waters. 
By reviewing your conservation plan with someone from the field office, it will provide another opportunity to 
update that plan and implement some practices that will protect your soils and its productivity. Everything you 
do today will continue to improve your soil health and quality that will increase its productivity into the future. 
The types of things you can do involve management practices, structural practices and proper nutrient manage­
ment. 
Keep up the good work and contact your local soil and water conservation district and staff in the field office 
concerning your soil and water conservation needs. They are great people to work with that have a tremendous 
amount of knowledge and skills, and in some cases may be able to provide some financial assistance as well. 
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~ Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance. Company and the Conservation Districts of Iowa (CD!) co-sponsored the Soil and 
Water Conservation Poster Contest. The Cass SWCD is honored to announce the following winners of the local judging done in 
Cass County. 1st Place winners won a movie pass to the Atlantic Theatre, 2nd Place winners received gift certificates from 
Westside Diner and 3rd Place winners received Crayola marker sets. These students were recognized at the Cass SWCD 70th An­
niversary Celebration. Thanks to all who participated. 

K-1 
Landon Pelzer, Kanner Cruz, Aiden Kennedy, Michael Hotze, McKenna Wiechman, Ryan Wetterlind, Katelyn Pollard 
Ryla Echternach, Nathan Keiser, Alex Rush, Emma Mundorf, Claire, Pellett, Erynn Peterson 
2-3 Grade Group Participants 
1st Place- Madison Foresman, 2nd Place-Caroline Pellett, 3rd Place Wesley Brown, Bryan York 

4-6 Grade Group Participants 
1st Place- Connor Pellett, 2nd Place-Katie York 
7-9 Grade Group Participants 
Weston Erickson, Danyelle Hass 

Emma Mundorf, Erynn Peterson, Clair Pellett, Caroline , 
Pellett, Katie York, Danyelle Hass 

Julie Tjepkes and Danyelle Hass 

Danyelle Hass 
Region 5, First place winner 

7-9 Grade 

The Cass SWCD sponsored an award to any teacher 
or youth coordinator, if one of their student's poster 

was selected as a Regional Winner. Julie Tjep­
kes ,Children Services Director, with the Atlantic 
Public Library was presented a certificate and a 

check for $50 at the Cass SWCD 70th Anniversary 
Banquet . These funds are to help teachers and 

youth coordinators purchase supplies for their class­
rooms. Congratulations to Julie 
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My name is Aris Anthony Harris. I'm a graduating senior at Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pursuing a degree in Agriculture 
Sciences with a concentration in plant & soil sciences. I found out about 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service through my liaison, Miss 
Allison Johnson, who interned in Iowa during her college summers. She 
told me about the agency and explained to me that Iowa is a great state 
to learn about agriculture. So Miss Johnson spoke with Mr. Shaffer 
Ridgeway about recruiting me to the great state of Iowa. So I decided to 
start my first internship in Iowa and was placed in the Waterloo/ 
Waverly field office during the summer of2010. I enjoyed my first 
summer of work experience so much that I decided to come back the 
next summer. The following summer in 2011, I worked in the Jeffer­
son/Boone field office in Greene County and learned a lot more about 

the agency. This past summer I enjoyed working with the Atlantic /Audubon field office! Working in Iowa has 
given me a chance to meet some great individuals and see agriculture on a larger scale. 

Elyssa McFarland spent the summer in Atlantic as a Soil Science Student 
Trainee. Elyssa is originally from Columbus Junction, Iowa and will be 
graduating from Iowa State University in May 2013. She is a member of 
the Iowa State Agronomy Club and participates in Collegiate Soils Judg­
ing. In her spare time, Elyssa likes to go fishing, sew, read, and help out 
around her family's farm. Elyssa enjoyed meeting farmers across south­
west Iowa and learning about soils unique to this area. 

New Soil Conservationist Joins Atlantic Field Office 
Hi, my name is Justin Boersma and I'm the new soil conservationist in the Cass/ Audubon NRCS Management 

Unit, so I would like to tell you a little bit about myself. I grew up on a small farm in Sioux County in Northwest 
Iowa where we raised hogs, cattle, and grain crops. After high 

• school, I attended Northwestern College in Orange City where I re­
ceived a degree in Biology with an emphasis in Ecological Science. 
The following year I attended the University ofNorthern Iowa and 
earned a Master's degree in Ecosystem Management. In the summer 
of2010, the Allamakee County SWCD offered me my first job in 
conservation, and I began a watershed assessment for Waterloo 
Creek. Before I was able to finish that project I was offered a full 
time position as a soil conservationist in the Jones County field office 
and chose to accept it. After serving in Jones Comity for a year and a 
half, I accepted a transfer to the Atlantic field office. Even though 
I've been here since February, I haven't had a chance to work with 

many people, but my experiences have been very positive. I have a deep appreciation for Midwestern agriculture 
and hope to be able to protect that way of life through conservation. I look forward to working with more folks in 
Cass and Audubon Counties and helping them with conservation. When you stop in our office feel free to intro­
duce yourself and I'll see if there is any way I can help you. 



Revolving Funds 

Balance 7/1/11 $30,300.97 

Total Deposits $55,197.52 

Total Expenditures $51.630.58 
Balance 6/30/2012 $33,867.91 

BONDING 2 

Balance 7/1/11 
$124,458.54 

Slippage $35,666.20 

Total Obligated $2,577.48 

Total Expended ~157,547 .26 

Balance 6/30/12 0.00 

Cass County Soil & Water Conservation 

Financial Report FY 12 

July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012 

Drill Fund 

Balance 7/1/11 

Total Deposits 

Total Expenditures 
Balance 6/30/12 

REAPP 

Balance 7/1/11 

Supplemental 

Slippage 

Total Obligated 

Total Expended 

Balance 6/30/12 

$12,275.24 

$6937.21 

$4729.64 
$14,482.81 

$7,429.14 

$22,287.42 

$20,677.33 

$48,722.50 

~1,670.95 

$0.44 

REAP F/NG 

Balance 7/1/12 $2,476.38 

Supplemental $0.00 

Slippage $1189.16 

Total Obligated $2,212.64 

Total Expended ~1,452.90 

Balance 6/30/12 $0.00 

CHECK YOUR YARD FOR FUGITIVES! 

Many people may not know that their residential yards, acreages, and even wood­
lands can contain insect, disease, and plant fugitives. By my definition, fugitives are 
actually invasive organisms; plant, insect, or disease species that were transplanted 
here knowingly or by accident. What do I mean knowingly? Well a lot of times the 
latest and greatest showy plant/shrub/or tree may be from a foreign country where its 
native plant community and predators keep it in check. When these biological speci­
mens are brought to the United States for seemingly good intentions, they use their 
natural adaptations in this new land for out-competing our native species. Why? Be­

cause the conditions that normally keep them under control are not present here. Here is an abbreviated laundry list of such offenders: 
Gypsy Moth -brought to the U.S. for the silk industry- now are actively defoliating oak woodlands. Sudden Oak Death -pathogen can 
be carried on rhododendron plants- which are commonly distributed outside of their natural range (West coast) all through the country . 
Tree of Heaven - brought to the U.S. as a fast-growing street tree - it is now one of the top invasive trees in this Forest District ,Bush 
Honeysuckles, multiflora rose, and buckthorn - once promoted for conservation plantings, these shrubs easily are distributed to wood­
land understories by wildlife where they threaten to extinguish native oak/hickory regeneration 
Garlic Mustard - brought to the U.S. from Europe to be used as an herb. This plant escaped to woodlands and now severely threatens 
native woodland plant diversity including forest flowers like Jack-in-the-Pulpit. Japanese Barberry - still commonly sold as decorative 
shrub, this small bush also threatens woodland understories. Burning Bush - native to Asia but still commonly used as a decorative 
shrub, this shrub is another woodland invasive. Oriental bittersweet - imported for use in home decorations - now is smothering forest 
vegetation from Iowa eastward. Salt Cedar- introduced from Asia as a decorative plant- still commonly planted even in this area (I've 
seen it!)- kills native plant communities by creating salty soil conditions Bradford/Callery Pear- An oriental pear commonly used as a 
decorative tree - some hybrids have made viable seeds that escape and threaten to take over disturbed areas. Norway Maple - a very 
common urban tree, can easily escape into woodlands where it's shade tolerant nature smothers out native vegetation and inhibits na­
tive oak/hickory regeneration . Why are native plants so important? Native plants are adapted to our climate, and native wildlife species 
are best adapted to living in habitat surrounded by these native plants! Each species of plant, large or small, plays an important role in 
the way the rest of the biological system works. When fugitives (invasives) are introduced, this disrupts or stops the natural cycle; af­
fecting wildlife, soil and water resources, and ultimately us. What can we do? Let's start by learning a lesson. Just because these exotic 
plants are available, doesn't mean we know how they will impact our natural areas in the future. We need to get a little more creative 
with what we choose to plant in our yards. Nature has provided us with many beautiful plant species - we just need to find out what 
they are and how to use them. For instance, here are some great native shrubs and small trees to use in tight spaces and for conserva­
tion plantings: serviceberry., ironwood, musclewood, red bud, red mulberry, Eastern wahoo (cousin to burning bush), American bitter­
sweet (vine), Virginia Creeper (vine), American plum, red osier, gray and silky dogwoods, hazelnut, elderberry, choke cherry, ninebark, 
arrowwood , nannyberry, New Jersey Tea, False indigo, and the list goes on and on. I assist private landowners with assessing and 
managing the health of their woodlands. If you think you might have some plant, insect, or disease fugitives lurking in your woodland , 
give me a call- your woodlands will thank you! 

Written by: Lindsey Barney- DNR District 9 Forester 



5iptop~ 
Is your terrace under a 20-year maintenance agreement? Terraces on cropland not only con­
trol erosion on the field, but reduce sediment pollution of lakes and streams and provide 

~~1~~~~,~~~~~ cover for wildlife. Terraces trap and store sediment lost from cropland that would otherwise 
~ , be deposited into creeks and lakes. They trap and store about 95% of this sediment. So to 

~
~~r~~ keep them working properly, consider: If you have grassed backslope or narrow-based ter-

, , / \ \\ races, you may want to extend the seeded area out to the field boundary to eliminate point 
f l \ rows or awkward short rows. Soil buildup around tile inlet pipes of terraces could indicate a 

J6 " need for better erosion control between terraces. Make sure your terraces are visible. They 
can be marked with posts or colored flags or you can install bright orange colored intakes. Tillage implements 
should never straddle the terrace ridge. The ends of your equipment should operate along the top of the ridge to pre­
vent lowering the terrace ridge height. Clean out trash and debris around terrace intakes regularly. Debris can cause 
incomplete or slow drainage and overtopping. If water can't get into the intake, the terrace can't do it's job. Inspect 
terraces regularly for damage from burrowing animals. Badgers, fox, and other rodents that build their homes in the 
terraces can weaken the structure, and make for costly repairs or be the start of a hole through the terrace that could 
tum into a blowout. Tree roots also weaken the terrace structure and need to be removed on a regular basis, prefera­
bly when they are small. 

WaieJtwmJ Mainhnance 
Proper maintenance will protect your investment in a grassed waterway. 
The following tips will help ensure longevity of the waterway: 
Lift implements out of the ground before crossing the waterway. 
Bring row crop patterns into the waterway nearly level, or use it as the 
tum area. Don't plant end rows along the side of the waterway, as they 
contribute to failure. Fertilize periodically. 
Inspect the area frequently for places needing reseeding and eroding areas. r.m•m~~-~~ 
Repair minor rills or gullies by reshaping and reseeding. Maintain the 
width of the grass area when tilling and planting surrounding fields. Don't let herbicide spray continue into the wa­
terway. Don't use the waterway as a road. Vehicle tire tracks can lead to the formation of a gully. Don't mow the 
grass until a good sod is established. Once it is established, the waterway should be mowed. To benefit wildlife nest­
ing, delay mowing until August 1. Maintain outlets to prevent new gullies from forming at the outlet. This may in­
clude reshaping and reseeding the outlet, or repairing or replacing components of structural outlets. 

&'-' &1.anty W~lied update .... 
Cass County residents may not know that the creations of Crooked, Turkey and Troublesome Creek watersheds con­
tinue to have a valued impact on our area communities. Crooked Creek watershed was created back in 1958 with 
Turkey Creek starting construction on it's first structure in 1967. By 1972 the Cass SWCD partnering with the Cass 
County Supervisors signed Troublesome Creek Watershed work plans. Operation and maintenance of these struc­
tures still remains a top priority with the district and the Cass county supervisors to help with flood control through­
out our county. Each year the district does annual inspections of structures in the watersheds. Inspections determine 
any type of maintenance needed to structures. The district operates on a small budget each year to do the mainte­
nance and repairs. Landowners of these sites can also help with protecting the sites from livestock creating paths or 
overgrazing the structures. Waterways need to have general maintenance done to them each year such as keeping 
them free of trees. Joint cooperation between the district, county supervisors and local landowners will help with 
extending live spans of these structures. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
Rental Equipment 

1 0 foot Great Plains No·till drill 

Our drill rents for $10/acre with a fifty dollar deposit at time of application ,which is applied towards your bill. 
Applications can be found on cassswcd.org website or you may make application at our office 

located at 503 W. 7th St., Ste 1 Atlantic, Iowa. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
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NO INTEREST LOAN PROGRAM 

Since 1983, the Division of Soil Conservation has been offering No-interest loans through the Iowa Finance Au­
thority. Loans made under this program can be used to fund conservation practices that protect soil and water 
resources. Examples include terraces, water and sediment control basins, grade stabilization structures and wa­
terways. To apply for these loans applicants must meet the following requirements: Applicants must own the 
land where the conservation work will take place, Tracts of land must be over 1 0 acres with a minimum of 
$2,500 of agricultural products sold annually and project must meet NRCS field specifications. 

TERMS OF LOANS 
* Up to $10,000 loaned per borrower 
* Loans set up to be paid back in equal installments over a 1 0 year period 
* 2% loan fee paid to district prior to issue of financial funds to landowner 
* Security interest will be placed on the land until loan is paid in full 
*Payments due March 1st each year with no penalty for prepayment 
*Loans can be used to fund 100% ofthe cost up to the loan maximum, but cannot be used in conjunction 

with other public funds (EQIP or Iowa Financial Incentive Program funds). 

Landowners can sign up for these loan at the Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District office located at 
503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic, Iowa. 

STATE REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM 
Iowa Finance Authority offers the state revolving loan program to eligible applicants to implement practices for 
animal feeding operations, waste storage facilities, deep bedded buildings or other roofed manure control struc­
tures that provide 100% confinement. Terraces, grade control and sediment control basins, pasture and hay land 
planting or prescribed grazing, grassed waterways, filter strips, windbreaks are also eligible under this pro­
gram. The purpose of the loan program is to improve and protect Iowa' s water quality. The loan assistance is 
facilitated through the State Revolving Fund. For more information on this program, please stop by our office. 
These loan funds can be used in conjunction with other public funds (EQIP or Iowa Financial Incentive Program 
funds. 

TERMS OF LOANS 
* Loan amounts from $5,000-$500,000 
*Terms up to 10 years 
* Can fund up to 100% of eligible project costs 
* 3% fixed interest for life of the loan 
* Applications accepted anytime 
* Available through the lender of your choice 
* Can be used in conjunction with grants/cost share 

Landowners can sign up for these loan at the Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District office located at 
503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic, Iowa. 

Annual Tree Sales 

Tree sales are held each year in Cass county. Anyone interested in purchasing trees and shrubs from the SWCD 
need to order by March 1st of each year. Landowners can apply for assistance through IDALS-DSC for REAP 
funds to help with installing new windbreaks. Applications taken first come first served till funds are exhausted. 
For more information stop in the SWCD office at 503 W. 7th Street, Atlantic, Iowa. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
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Farm Credit Services of America, Luana Savings Bank and Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Named Top State Revolving Fund Lenders 

Iowa Lenders Recognized for Lending Practices for Water Quality Projects 

Des Moines, Iowa- Farm Credit Services of America, Luana Savings Bank and Pilot Grove Savings Bank have re­
cently been recognized as top lenders through the State Revolving Fund's water quality pr_ograms that provide low­
interest loans to Iowans to assist in projects to reduce runoff in Iowa's waterways. The State Revolving Fund is jointly 
administered by the Iowa Finance Authority and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources in partnership with the 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. 

"I congratulate Farm Credit Services of America, Luana Savings Bank and Pilot Grove Savings Bank for their shared 
commitment to ensuring that Iowans have access to affordable financing to make vital water quality projects a reality," 
said Iowa Finance Authority Executive Director Dave Jamison. "The Iowa Finance Authority is proud to have played a 
role in assisting nearly 4,000 water quality projects in partnership with more than 450 participating lenders throughout 
the state since the program's inception." 

"The State Revolving Fund's success is a testament to the partnerships with the hundreds of dedicated lenders 
throughout the state," said Jim Gillespie, Director of the Division of Soil Conservation. "I commend Farm Credit Ser­
vices of America, Luana Savings Bank and Pilot Grove Savings Bank on being recognized as top State Revolving 
Fund lenders and look forward to a continued successful partnership." 
The State Revolving Fund features a variety of programs that offer low-interest loans to assist farmers, livestock pro­
ducers, watershed organizations and others and are offered through participating lenders across the state. The Local 
Water Protection Program assists projects that will limit the runoff of sediment, nutrients, pesticides or other nonpoint 
source pollutants from entering Iowa waters. The Livestock Water Quality Program assists Iowa livestock producers 
with projects to prevent, minimize or eliminate non-point source pollution of Iowa's rivers and streams from animal 
feeding operations. 

Top lender details: 

Farm Credit Services of America, Red Oak 
Local Water Protection Program: 131 loans for a total of more 
than $3 million 
Contact: Corby Fichter 712-623-5181 

Luana Savings Bank 
Livestock Water Quality Program: 19 loans for a total of more 
than $900,000 
Contact: Steve Ruzicka 563-539-2166 

Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Local Water Protection Program: 81 loans for a total of more 
than $1 million 
Contact: Joshua Ragar or Matthew Morrison 319-469-3951 

Envirothon 
The Envirothon is a program for Iowa high school students who want to learn more about natural resources and cur­

rent environmental challenges. Teams are tested in wildlife, aquatics, forestry, 
----~--,.. soils and current issues. This year' current issues oral competition theme was 

nonpoint source pollution, Low-Impact Development Design and stormwater 
management. The Cass and Adair SWCD hosts a Envirothon workshop held 
in Massena prior to regional competitions to help teams prepare for the compe­
tition. Julie McMichael, Area Resource Soil Scientist with the NRCS, provides 
information on soils, Lindsey Barney, District Forrester with the Iowa Depart­
ment of Natural Resources, Bryan Hayes, Fisheries Biologist with the Iowa De­
partment of Natural Resources, Alan Carr, Green Valley State Park Ranger 
with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources all present information to the 
school teams and answer questions from the students to help them understand 
topic related questions. Any school in Cass county who would like to attend 

this workshop should contact the Cass SWCD office at (712)243-3180. 



NEW STATE COST SHARE FUNDS HELP 117 FARMERS INSTALL 4,660 ACRES OF COVER 
CROPS 

DES MOINES- Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey today announced that 117 Iowa farmers took advan­
tage of changes this year to the Iowa Financial Incentives Program, which is commonly called state cost share, to 
install 4,660 acres of cover crops across the state. 

"We are excited about the initial response we received to this new effort to encourage the use of cover crops and 
hope it is the start of many more farmers looking at and using this conservation practice," Northey said. "We 
have seen a lot of growing interest in cover crops and with the drought and early harvest this year it was a good 
opportunity for farmers to try them on their farm. " 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship made the rule change in August that included cover 
crops as an eligible practice under the state cost share program. Through the program Iowa provided up to $25 
per acre for the establishment of the cover crop. In total the Department' s $104,253 investment was matched by 
farmers and landowners in 24 different Soil and Water Conservation Districts across the state. 

Research has shown that cover crops can be an effective management tool to control erosion from wind and water 
and ties up the nitrogen in the soil and reduces the potential for nitrate to leach into our surface waters and ground 
waters. Nitrate transport to streams can be particularly high after a drought period, when stressed crops may not 
have used all available fertilizer, or in times of excessive moisture. 

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
also provided assistance for cover crops and has seen tremendous growth in recent years. This year they provide 
assistance to support cover crops on 51,635 acres in Iowa, up from 4,059 acres in 2009. 

Hispanic and Women Farmers Can Submit Discrimination Claims Until 
March 25 

If you are an Hispanic or woman farmer who feels you were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans between 1981 and 2000, you have until March 25 to submit a claim with USDA. 
As part of continued efforts to close the chapter on allegations that discrimination occurred in past dec­
ades, USDA established a process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who 
assert that they were discriminated against when seeking USDA farm loans. The maximum cash recovery 
is set at $250,000. The process offers a streamlined alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or woman 
farmer and rancher who can prove that USDA denied their loan or loan servicing for discriminatory rea­
sons for certain time periods. 
The voluntary claims process will make available at least $1.33 billion for cash awards and tax reliefpay­
ments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. 
There are no filing fees or other costs to claimants to participate in the program. Participation is voluntary, 
and the program does not preclude individuals who opt not to participate from pursuing their cases in 
court. 
Individuals interested in participating in the claims process may register to receive a claims package, or 
may obtain more information, by visiting www.farmerclaims.gov. Individuals can register to receive a 
claims package by calling the Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429. USDA cannot pro­
vide legal advice to potential claimants. Persons seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other le­
gal services provider. 
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Cass County S'WCCD 

Cass Soil and Water Conservation District 
503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1 
Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

Cass County SWtD Commissioners 

Tracy Marshall, Fred Kay, Alan Zellmer, Curt Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Ray 
Wilson, Alan Peterson 

The Cass Soil and Water Conservation District monthly 
meeting is held on the fourth Thursday of each month. 

Annual Tree Sales 
Tree sales are held each year in Cass county. Anyone interested in purchasing trees 
and shrubs from the SWCD need to order by March 1st of each year. Landowners can 
apply for assistance through IDALS-DSC for REAP funds to help with installing new 

windbreaks. Applications taken first come first served till funds are exhausted. For 
more information stop in the SWCD office. See order forms on the Cass SWCD website at 

Potted Evergreens Size 

Black Hills Spruce 2-3' 

Black Hills Spruce 3-4' 

Black Hills Spruce 5' 

Colorado Blue Spruce 2-3' 

Colorado Blue Spruce 3-4' 

Colorado Blue Spruce 5' 

Norway Spruce 3-4' 

Norway Spruce 5' 

Concolor Fir 18-24" 

White Pine 2-3' 

White Pine 3-4' 

White Pine 5-6' 

* Bareroot Evergreen Upon 
Request* 

Deciduous Shrubs/Trees Size 

Lilac, Common Purple 2'-3' 

Redosier Dogwood 2-3' 

American Cranberry 2-3' 

Other species available 
upon request 

Transplant 

Seedling 

Transplant 

Number 
Sold As Ordered 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Number 
Bundles Ordered 

10 
25 

10 

Price Each Total 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 

X $58.00 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 

X $60.00 

X $30.00 

X $58.00 

X $20.00 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 

X $40.00 

Price Each Total 

$1.25 

$1.00 

$2.00 

Item# 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Atlantic Field Office Staff 

J ana Coughlin, Scott Breach, David York, 
Steve Fluckey, Randall Larsen 

Tree Order Form 

Descriplion Oty. Price 

Order total: 

Tax: 

Shipping : 

Total : 

Remit Payment to: Cass SWCD 
503 W. 7th Street 
Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

0 Check # Receipt # 
0 Cash ----Receipt # ___ _ 

Orders must be placed by March 1, 2013 
To ensure availability. 

Subtotal . 

"The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
is an equal opp ortunity employer and provider. " 
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The Function of the Cor.servation District: To take available technical, finan­
cial, and educational resources, whatever their source, ·and focus or coordi­
nate them so that they meet the needs of the local land user. 

.. 

January, 2013 

Publzshed by the 
Atlantrc Ne'rvs Telegraph 

Cass County SWCD 
Commissioners 
Pictured are (front row, left to right) Tracy Mar­
shall, Fred Kay and Alan Zellmer; and (back 
row) Curt Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Ray Wilson 
and Alan Peterson. The Cass Soil and Water 
Conservation District monthly meeting is held 
on the fourth Thursday of each month. 

Inside 
70th Anru versary ......... ......................... . page 2 
Scholarship Winners ................ ......... page 5 

Coss County Soil & Water Conservation 

Financial Report FY 12 

Poster Winners . . ......... ..... ......... ......... page 8 J'uly 1. 2011-June 30. 2012 

Annual Tree Sales .... ..... .... ........... .. ..... . page 9 
Meet the Staff... ... ... .... ..... .. .......... . page 10-11 Revolving Funds Drill Fund 

Balance 7/1/11 $30,300 97 Balance 7/1/11 $12,275 24 

Total Depos1ts $55,197.52 Total Deposits $6937 21 

r ' - ..... Total Expenditures $51.630.58 Total Expendttures $4729 64 
Balance 6/30/2012 $33,867 91 Balance 6/30/12 $14.482 81 

' 

. 
BONDING 2 REAP P REAP F/NG 

Balance 7/1/11 
$124A58.54 Balance 7/1/11 $7A2914 Balance 7/1/12 $2A76.38 

Slippage $35,666 20 Supplemental $22,287.42 Supplemental $0 00 
- Total Obligated $2,577.48 Slippage $20\677 33 Slippage $118916 • 

Justin Boersma is the new soil conserva- Total Expended $157.547.26 Total Obligated $48,742.50 Total Obligated $2.212.64 
tionist in the Cass/Audubon NRCS Man-

e'alance 6/30/12 0,00 Total Expended $11670.95 Total Expended ~jl452 . 90 agement Unit - ~--·· -- ~ 

Read more on page 10 
Balance 6/30/12 $044 Balance 6/30/12 $0,00 

~· 

• 
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• 
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The Cass County Soil and Watet Conservation Dtstnct 
celebrated their 70th anntversary on Thursday. Aug. 23 at 
the Cass Community Bmldmg m Atlantic. Jim Gillespie 
with IDALS-DSC and Jamie Carpenter with the NRCS 
helped in opemng the celebrations. Iowa Agriculture Sec­
retary. Bill Northey spoke about when producers "started 
using more conservation practices. farms started becoming 
Century Farms. or farn1s that have been in the san1e fam­
ily for 100 years or more, or Heritage Farmc; farms that 
have been in the same fan1ily for 150 years or more. He 
also spol(e about urban conservation in wh1ch individuals 
in urban areas try to get water off the streets. parking lots 
and other areas. Shtona Putnam and Lila Hoogeveen local 
authors and officers. curators. and board members of the 
Cass County Histoncal MuseUJn also presented tnforma­
tton about Cass County. The Cass SWCD also made rec­
ognitions of the area youth who partiCipated m the poster 
contest and presented awards to landowners Glen Dinkla 
was awarded the Owner/Operator Award, Lee and JoAnn 
Poeppe were awarded the Landowner Award, Glen Smtth 

Anniversary .............. : ................................. see page 3 

Soil alid Water 
-

2013 

Pictured are Jim and 
Kathi Mailander with 
SWCD Representa· 
tive Curt Behrends. 

EMPIRE CONSTRUCTION AND TRENCHING, INC. 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and I and Stewardship is an equal opportumty employer and pn>vider . .. 

Specializing In terrace 
and tlla, aroslon control, 
land Improvement , pond 
construction and rapal~ 
Ita ~ran ration iii 

,~ .... I 

Ilion 

• 
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Pictured are Lee and JoAnn Poeppe with SWCD Represen-
tative Curt Behrends. · 

Iowa Agriculture Secretary Bill 
Northey was the guest speaker. Pictured is Glen Dinkla with SWCD Representa­

tive Curt Behrends. 

Pictured are Glen and Fauzan Smith with SWCD Representative Curt 
Behrends. 

• 

Cass SWCD celebrates anniversary 
Anniversary ............................................................... From page two 

\\as awarded the Windbreak Award 
and J tm and Kat hi Mailander were pre­
sented the Tree Planting Award. Curt 
Behrends, D1stnct Chairman, stated 
that there are many pro-ducers in Cass 
County that are doing a great job in ap­
plying conservation practices to their 
properties and that it \Vas extremely dif­
ficult to choose award winners. They 
would like to thank all the producers in 
Cass county tor working hard to save 

the soil for future fam1hes The Cass 
Soil and Water Conservation DI5tnct 
would hke to thank these landowners 
for betng good ste\vards of the land Ap 
proxtmatcly 228 people attend the ban­
quet Cass S WCD Comrnissioners are. 
C..urt Behrends, Greg Zellmer. Fred Kay. 
Ray Wilson, Tracy Marshall. Assistant 
Comtnissioners are Alan Peterc;on and 
Alan Zel lmer 

- . . ... ,,,. 
- ·-~·..... ... .. ·. -~ 

-I 
terraces • waterways • treo romoval • damolltlon 

• 
arra 1rc o 
Owner and Operator 

58846 Chicago Rd 
Atlantic, lA 50022 

Cell: 712-248-1885 
Home: 712-781-2367 

II 

1hc Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

• 

• 
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Envirothon 
The Envirothon is a program for 
Iowa high school students who 
want to learn more about natural re­
sources and current environmen­
tal challenges. Teams are tested 
in wildlife, aquatics, forestry, soils 
and current issues. This year's 
current issues oral competition 
theme was nonpoint source pol­
lution, Low-Impact Development 
Design and stormwater manage-

·ment. The Cass and Adair SWCD 
hosts a Envirothon workshop held 
in Massena prior to regional com­
petitions to help teams prepare for 
the competition. Julie McMichael, 
Area Resource Soil Scientist with 

, 

Waterway Maintenance 
Proper maintenance will protect your invest­

ment in a grassed v.~aterway. The followtng ups wilJ 
help ensure longevity of the waterway: _ 

Ltft Implements out of the ground before cross­
ing the waterway. 

Bring row crop patternc; tnto the waterway near­
ly leveL or use it as the turn area. Don't plant end 
rows along the stde of the watenvay. as they contrib­
ute to fallure. Fertrhze periodically. 

Inspect the area frequently for places needing 
reseeding and erodmg areas. Repatr mmor rills or 
gulhes by reshap1ng and reseeding. Mainta.Jn the 
wtdth of the grass area \Vhen tilling and planting -
surrounding fields Don't let herbicide spra) con­
tinue tnto the waterway. Don't use the waterwa) as 
a road. Vehtcle tire tracks can lead to the formatton 
of a gully. Don 't mow the grass until a good sod 

the NRCS, provides information on soils, Lindsey Barney, District Forrester with the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources, Bryan Hayes, Fisheries Biologist with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 
Alan Carr, Green Valley State Park Ranger with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources all present 
information to the school teams and answer questions from the students to help them understand topic 
related questions. Any school in Cass county who would like to attend this workshop shoukJ contact 
the Cass SWCD office at (712)243-3180. 

ts established. Once 1t ts established. the waterway 
should be mowed. To benefit wtldhfe nesttng, delay 
mowing until Aug 1. Mrunta.Jn outlets to prevent 
new gulltes from fornung at the outlet. Thts may in­
clude reshaptng and reseeding the outlet, or repair­
Ing or replacing components of structural outlets. 

304 North Market St. 
Audubon, lA 50025 

Phone: 712-563-9571 
Cell: 712-249-5377 
Home: 712-563-3334 
nelsonli@ iowatelecom.net 

I 
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.. 
• Trenching • Boring • 

• Bulldozing • Excavating • 
• Backhoe • Hauling • 

• Demolition • Clearing • 
•Waterways • Landscaping • 

• Deep Trenching • 

Randy Nelson 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Ste\....ardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider 

The Cass SWCD would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the 
publication of the Annual Report 

Richter Contracting Inc. 
Sindt Tiling , 
Nelson Land Improvement 
Stamp Construction 
Gus Construction 
Han()en Earth Moving 
Wickman Chemical 
Lund Seed 
Property Connections 

-

Chri Heuton Earthmoving 
3M Tiling 
Kirchhoff Land Improvement 
Eshelman Trenching 
Ra Paul Construction 
Emptre Construction 
Custom Seed Service 
Steve Nel~on Con~truction 
Southwe()t Contracting Inc. 
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2012 Scholarship 1nners 

Abigail Leighton Devan Amdor 

Melanie Palmer Ryan Aupperle 

-

• 

Justin Aupperle 
Morgan Anstey ' 

No Interest Loan Program 
Since 1983, the Dtvtston of Soli Conservation has been offenng no-Interest loans 

through the Iowa Ftnance Authonty. Loans made under this program can be used to 
fund conservation practtces that protect soli and ""ater resources Examples Include ter­
races, water and sediment control bas1ns. grade stablltzatton structures and waterways. 
To apply for these loans applicants must meet the followtng requirements: Apphcants 
must own the land where the conservation '' ork \\-ill take place. tracts of land must be 
over l 0 acres wtth a trun1mum of $2,500 of agricultural products sold annually and 
proJect must meet NRCS field spectficattons. 

Terms of Loans 
* Up to $10,000 loaned per borrO\\ er 
* Loans set up to be paid bach. in equal Installments over a 10 year penod 
* 2 percent loan fee paid to dtstnct prior to 1ssue of financtal funds to landowner 
* Secunty interest wtll be placed on the land until loan is pru.d tn full 
* Payments due March 1st each year wtth no penalty for prepayment 
*Loans can be used to fund 100 percent of the cost up to the loan maxtmum, but 

cannot be used in conjunction with other pubhc funds (EQIP or Iowa Ftnanc1al Incen­
ttve Program funds) 

Landowners can sign up for these loan at the Cass County Soil and Water Conser­
vation Distnct office located at 503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic. 

' 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship IS an equal opporturuty emplo} er and provtder 

• 

• 
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our 
By Lindsey Barney 
DNR District 9 Forester 

~1any people may not know that their 
residential yards, acreages, and even wood­
lands can contain insect. disease, and plant 
fugttl\ es By my definition. fugitives are ac­
tually In\ as e organisms; plant, insect, or 
disease species that were transplanted here 
knowingly oi by accident. What do I mean 
knowingly? Well a lot of times the latest 
and greatest showy plantlshntb/or tree may 
be from a foreign country where its native 
plant community and predators keep it in 
check. When-these biological specimens are 
brought to the United States for seemingly 
good intentions, they use their natural adap­
tations in this new land for out competing 
our native species. Why? Be-cause the con­
ditions that normally keep them under con­
trol are not present here. Here is an abbre­
VIated laundry list of such offenders: Gypsy 
Moth -brought to the u S for the silk indus­
try -now are actively defoliating oak wood­
lands Sudden Oak Death - pathogen can be 

Sindt Tiling 
aThe Affordable Tile, 

712-789-1134 
Kevin Sindt, Owner 

carried on rhododendron plants - which are 
cornmonly distributed outside of their natu­
ral range (\Vest coast) all through the coun­
try . Tree of Heaven- brought to the U.S. as 
a fast-growing street tree - it is now one of 
the top invasive trees in this F.orest District 
,Bush Honeysuckles, multiflora rose, and 
buckthon1 -once promoted for conservation 
plantings. these shrubs eas;ly are distributed 
to wood-land understories by wildlife where 
they threaten to extinguish native oak/hicko­
ry regeneration 

Garlic tvlustard - brought to the U.S. 
from Europe to be used as an herb. This 
plant escaped to woodlands and now severe­
ly threatens native woodland plant diversity 
including forest flowers like Jack-in-the­
Pulpit. Japanese Barberry' - still commonly 
sold as decorative shrub, this small bush also 
threatens woodland understories. Burning 
Bush - native to Asia but still commonly 
used as a decorative shrub, thts shrub is an­
other woodland invasive Onental bitter­
S\\ eet - imported for use m home decora­
tions - now is smothenng forest vegetatton 
from Iowa eastward Salt Cedar- mtroduced 
from Asia as a decorattve plant - sttll com-

• 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Sttwardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

monly planted even in this area (I've seen 
it!) - kills native plant communities by cre­
ating salty soil conditions Bradford/Callery 
Pear - An oriental pear commonly used as 
a decorative tree- some hybrids have made 
viable seeds that escape and threaten to take 
over disturbed areas. Norway Maple- a very 
common urban tree, can easily escape into 
woodlands where it's shade tolerant nature 
smothers out native vegetation and inhibits 
native oak/hickory regencra·ion. \Vhy are 
native plants so tmportant 1 Native plants are 
adapted to our cJimarc, and native wildlife 
species are best adapted to living in habi­
tat sun·ounded by these native plants! Each 
species of plant, large or small. plays an im­
portant role in the way the rest of the bio­
logical system works. \Vhen fugitives (inva­
sives) are introduced, this disrupts or stops 
the natural cycle· affectino wildlife, soil and 
water resoun.es and ultimately us What can 
we do"> Let s start by learnmf:. a lesson. Just 
because these t-xotic plants are available, 

• 

doesn't mean we know how they will Impact 
our natural areas in the future . \Ve need to get 
a little more creative with what we choo e 
to plant in our yards. Nature has provided us · 
with many beautiful plant species - '' e just 
need to find out what they are and hO\\ to 
use them. For instance, here are some great 
native shrubs and smaJI trees to use m tight 
spaces and for conservation plantings: ser­
viceberry', ironwood. musclewood. red bud, 
red mulberry'. Eastern wahoo (cousm to 
burning bush), Ame1ican bitter-S\\ eet (vme), 
Virginia Creeper (vine), American plum, red 
osier, gray and silky dogwoods. hazelnut, 
elderbetT). choke cherry, ninebark, arrow­
\vood, nannyben)', 'ew Jersey Tea, Fal_ e 
indigo, and the I ist goes on and on. J ass I l 
private landowners with assessing and man­
aging the health of their woodlands. If you 
think you might have some plant, insect. or 
disease fuoitives lurkino· in your woodland, o e . 
give me a call - your woodlands will thank 
you! 

Cass County Watershed update 
Cass County rest dents may not know that the creations of Crooked, Turkey and. 

Troublesome Creek watersheds contmue to ha\e a valued impact on our area conunu­
mttes Crooked Creek watershed was created back m 1958 wtth Turke) Cret:k starting 
construction on Its first structure m 1967 By 197'2, the Cass SWCD partnenng \\ Ith the 
Cass County Supen tsors stgned Troublesome Creek Watershed work plans Operation and 
mamtenance of these struc~ures ~till rematns a top priorit) wtth the distncl and the Cass 
County supervtsors to help with flood control throughout our county Each year the district 
does annual m<;pectiOns of structures 10 the watersheds InspectiOns detennine any type 
of mamtenance needed to structures The dtstnct operates on a small budget each year to 
do the maintenance and repatrs Landowners of these sttes can also help with protecting 
the Sites from livestock creatmg paths or overgrazmg the structures Waterways need. to 
have oeneral mamtenance done to them each year such as keepmg them free of trees. Jomt 
coop:ratJOn between the dtstnct, county supervtsors and local landowners will help with 
extendmg 11\ e spans of these structures 

E 
LAND • HOMES 

. 

COMMERCIAL 
51 0 Poplar Street • Atlantic, lA 

www.westerntowamls.com 

Full Service 
Real .Estate Company 

Dennis 'Lero_y" Phillips 
Broker/ Auctioneer 
Cell 712-249 1606 
phillips@ metc.net 

Diane l\lilner 
ales Agent 

Cell 712-789 0580 
mllnerbd@neuns net 

Glen el on Cindv Chester 
~ 

Sales Agent Sales Agent 
Cell712-254-0417 Cell712-301-0108 

Licensed in the State of Iowa 

-

• 

ll 

PI 
t~ 



I 

2013 

By Jim Gillespie 
IDALES/DSC Division Director 

I want to take this opportunit) to 
thank you for your efforts to protect our 
oil and water resources in Iowa. Each 

landowner and operator does this because 
of a strong connection to tl]e land, water 
and business they are involved with. l call 
it an lowa ethic or con1n1ittnent and it is 
part of our heritage, something we have 
been doing for a long time. 

V·./e have just gone through one of the 
worst droughts most of us can rernem­
ber and some farmers were still able to 
produce crops that yielded rnore than ex­
pected. Part of that is of course based on 
better genetics but I also believe it was 
based on health1er soils. Mother Nature ts 
be) ond our control but how we take care 
of our soil ·and water is within our control. 
If we consider the cost of land or rental 
rates today. we should do everything we 
can to protect it and keep it where it can 
be as productive as possible and out of 
our waters 

By re\ 1ewing your conservation plan 
with someone from the field office, it will 
provtde another opportunity to update 
that plan and tmplement some practiCes 

T ••.. - T - o or 
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that wi II protect your soils and its pro­
ductivity. Everything you do today will 
continue to improve your soil health and 
quality that will increase its productivity 
into the future. The types of things you 
can do involve management practices. 
structural practiCes and proper nutrient 
rnanagement. 

Keep up the good work and contact 
your local soil and water conservation 
dtstrict and staff in the field ofhct con­
cerning your soil and water conservation 
needs. They are great people to work with 
that have a tren1endous amount of knowl­
edge and skills. and in son1e ca'ies may be 
able to provtd<... some financial assistance 
as well. 

Constructi 

' 

We do tiling and 
bulldoze work. 

Aaron Paulson 
712-249-1249 

Exira, Iowa 

• 
aces 

I your terrace under a 20-year rnaintenance agreen1ent? Terraces on cropland not 
only control ero ion on the field. but reduce 'ediment pollution of lakes and streams 
and provide cover for wildlife. Terraces trap and store sedin1ent lost from cropland that 
would otherwise be deposited into creeks and lakes. They trap and '" tore about 95 per­
cent of this sedhnent. ""o to keep thern working properly, consider: lf you have grassed 
backs lope or narrow-based terraces, you may want to extend the seeded area out to the 
field boundary to elin1inate point rows or a\vkward short rO\VS. Soi] buildup around tle 
inlet pipes of terraces could indicate a need for better erosion control bet\\ een terrac.es. 
f\1ake sure your terraces are visible. They can be rnarked \Vith posts or colored flags or 
you can install bright orange colored intakes. Tillage in1pJements should never straddle 
the terrace ridge. The ends of your equipntent should operate along the top of the ridge 
to prevent lowering the terrace ridge height. Clean out trash and debris around terrace 
intakes regularly. Debris can cause incon1plete or slo\v drainage and overtopping. If 
water can't get into the intake, the terrace can't do its job. Inspect terraces regularly 
for damage from burro,ving animals. Badgers. fox. and other rodents that build the;r 
hon1es in the terraces can weaken the structure, and tnake for costly 'repairs o be 
the start of a hole through the terrace that could tum into a blowout. Tree roots also 
weaken the tetTace tructure and need to be removed on a regular basis, preferabl) 
when they are sn1all. 

F.logerr ~- Sctlw.er.y 
66 Main Street, Panama, ~~ -~~~":""~ 
Phane: 77,:12-489-2430 
Fax: 7.1 2-489-2530 
Email: customseed@iowatelecom.com 

Terrace Seeding & Seed Oats 

• NATIVE GRASS & WILDFLOWER SEEDS 
• COOL SEASON GRASS & LEGUMES 
• CUSTOM SEEDING 
• HARVESTING 
• SEED CLEANING AVAILABLE. 

CALL FOR DETAILS. 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardshtp is an equal opportumty employer and proVIder 

• 
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Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
Company and the Conservation Dis­
tncts of lo\va (CDI) co-sponsored the 
Soil and Water Conservation Poster 
Contest. The Cass SWCD IS honored 
to announce the foliO\\ Ing ""mners of 
the local judging done In Cass County. 
First Place wtnners won a movte pass 
to the Atlantic Theatre. Second Place 
wmners received gtft certificates from 
Westside Dtner and Thtrd Place win­
ners recetved Crayola marker sets. 
These students were recogruzed at the 
Cass SWCD 70th Anniversary Cel­
ebration. Thanks to all who partici­
pated 

K-1 · 
Landon Pelzer, Kanner Cn1z, Ald­

en Kennedy, Mtchael Hotze, McKen­
na Wiechman, Ryan Wetterllnd, Kate­
lyn Pollard 

Ryla Echtemach, Nathan Ketser, 
Alex Rush, Emma Mundorf, Clarre, 
Pellett, Erynn Peterson 

2-3 Grade Group Part1c1pants 
1st Place- Madtson Foresman, 

2nd Place-Caroline Pellett, 3rd Place 
Wesley Brown, Bryan York 

4-6 Grade Group Participants 
1st Place- Connor Pellett, 2nd 

Place-Katie York 
7-9 Grade Group PartiCipants 
Weston Enckson, Danyelle Hass 

Pictured is 
Danyelle Hass 
who was the 
Region 5 First 
place winner. 

Teacher/Youth 
Coordinator 
The Cass SWCD sponsored an award to any teach· 
er or youth coordinator, if one of their student's 
poster was selected as a Regional Winner. Julie 
Tjepkes, Children Services Director, with the At· 
lantic Public Library was presented a certificate 
and a check for $50 at the Cass SWCD 70th An· 
niversary Banquet. These funds are to help teach· 
ers and youth coordinators purchase supplies fo1 
their class-rooms. Congratulations to Julie. She is 
pictured with Region 5 Winner Danyelle Hass. 

Subscribe to the News 
Pictured are poster contest winners being recognized during • Telegraph Today ! 
the SWCD 70th Anniversary Banquet (from left) Emma Mun-
dorf, Erynn Peterson, Clair Pellett, Caroline Pellett, Katie York, Call 24 3-26 24 
Danyelle Hass. 

• on eantn 

"Reaching To 
Call (641) 746.2220 

New Depths'' 

The Iov.-a Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

Brian 243-2457 home 
249-0314 cell 

-

Chase 249-2025 cell 
Travis 249-7115 cell 
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Annual Tree Sales Tree Order Fo rm 
Tree sales are held each year in Cass county. Anyone interested in purchasing trees 

~- and shrubs from the SWCD need to order by March 1st of each year. Landowners can 
~·:.;.......;.:!!. apply for assistance through IDALS-DSC for REAP funds to help with installing new 

Item# Descopbon Oty. Pnco Subtotal 

Cass Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District 
Rental 
Equipment 

windbreaks. Applications taken first come first served t11l funds are exhausted. For 
more mformat1on stop •n the SWCD office. See order forms on the Cass SWCD website at 

Potted Evergreens 

Black Hills Spruce 

Black Hills Spruce 

Black Hills Spruce 

Colorado Blu~.; Spruce 

Colorado Blue Spruce 

Colorado Blue Spruce 

Norway Spruce 

Norway Spruce 

Concolor Fir 

White Pine 

White Pine 

White Pine 

*Bareroot Evergreen Upon 
Request* 
I 

Deciduous Shrubs/Trees 

Ulac Common Purple 

Redosier Dogwood 

American Cranberry 

Other spec1es available 
upon request 

" 

Size 

2-3' 
3-4' 

5' 

2-3' 

3-4' 

5' 

3·4' 
5' 

18-24" 

2-3' 

3-4' 

5·6' 

Size 

2'-3' Transplant 

2-3' Seedling 

2-3' Transplant 

Number 
Sold As Ordered 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Each 

Number 
Bundles Ordered 

10 . 
25 

10 

Annual Tree Sales 

Price Each Total 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 

X $58.00 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 

X $60.00 

X $30.00 

X $58.00 

X $20.00 

X $25.00 

X $30.00 
X $40.00 

-: 

Price Each Total 

.$1.25 

$1.00 

$2.00 

Name 

Romlt Payment to Cau SWCD 
503 W 7th St,.,t 
AUantlc Iowa 50022 

Order total 

Tax 

Sh1pptng 

Total 

0 Check # ____ Receipt # ___ _ 

0 Cac;h Receipt # ___ _ 

Orders 1nust be placed by M arch 1, 2013 
To ensure availability. 

"The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land )tewardship 
rs an equal opportunity employer and provrder " 

Ten-Foot Great Plains No­
till Drill- Our drill rents for 
$10/acre with a $50 deposit 
at the tune of application, 
which is applied to\vard 
your bill. Applications can 
be found on cassswcd.org 
web s1te or you may make 
application at our office, lo­
cated at 503 W. 7th Street, 
Ste. 1, Atlantic. 

Tree sales are held each year in Cass county Anyone tnterested 1n purchastng trees 

and shrub~ from the <}WCD need to order by March 1 of each ) ear. Lando\vners can 
apply for assistance through I DAL S DSC for RbAP funds to help with Installing ne\\ 
wmdbreaks Apphcattons taken first come first served till funds are exhausted For more 
Information stop 1n the SWCD office at 503 W. 7th Street, Atlantic 

Jerry Eshelman, Owner 
Office 641-343-7083 
Home 6.41-343-7929 
Cell 641-221-0396 

We do: 
Farm Drainage 
Dozer Work 
All Kinds of Dirtwork 
Backhoe Work 
Waterway Check 
Site Demolition 

• Terraces • Waterways 
• Tree Clearing • Demolition 

• Ponds • Building Pads 
• Excavations 

Call today to schedule 2013 work 

641-740-0197 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardshtp 1s an equal opportumt} tmployer and proVIder. 

• ... 

' 

• 
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Soil and Water 

New Soil Conservationist 
Joins Atlantic Field Office 

2013 

• 

Hi, my name ts Justin Boersma and I'm the new soil conservationist tn the Cass Audu­
bon NRCS Management Untt, so I would hke to tell you a httle btt about myself. I grew up 
on a small farm rn Stoux County tn Northwest Iowa where '' e ratsed hogs. cattle, and grain 
crops After high school, I attended Northwestern College tn Orange City where I received a 
degree In Btology With an emphasis tn Ecological Sctence The folio\\ tng year I attended the 
Umverstt) of Northern Iowa and earned a Master's degree In Ecosy5tem Management. In the 
summer of 2010, the Allamakee Count)' SWCD offered me my first JOb in conservation. and 
I began a watershed assessment for Waterloo Creek Before I was able to finish that project I 
was offered a full ttme posttlon as a soli consen attontst tn the Jonec; County field office and 
chose to accept it After sentng m Jones County for a year and a half. I accepted a transfer to 
the Atlanttc field office Even though I've been here since February I haven ' t had a chance 
to work wtth many people, but my expenences have been \'ery postttve. I have a deep ap­
prectatlon for Mtdwestern agnculture and hope to be able to protect that wav of life through 
conservation I look forward to worklng wtth more folks tn Cass and Audubon Counues and 
helping them wtth conservatton. When you stop tn our office feel free to introduce yourself 
and I '11 see tf there IS any way I can help you. 

Atlantic Field Office Staff 
Pictured (from left) Jana Coughlin, Scott Breach, David York, Steve Fluckey and Randall 
Larsen. ' 

Field Seeds For S_ale 
CRP M1xes 

Alfalfa • All Types of Grasses • Lawn Seed • Clovers • Pasture M1xes ..... ~"' 
All Type of Dirt Work-Site Development 

Rock-Sand-Lime-Dirt Hauling • Light-Heavy Demolition 
• Horse Pasture • Wildhfe Cover M1xes • Etc. • Can Mix & Blend 

4-Star Seeds • Triple A Seeds • Walker Lawn Mowers 

-

Rob Stamp, 0\\'ner 
Atlantic, lA • 712-249-1238 

Office: 712-243-3268 • 243-4048 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

Lund Seeds 
Arlyn Lund, 54833 750th Street, Anita, Iowa 50020 

rv~ Home 712-762-4496 • Cell 712-249-0727 
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SWCD Election Results 
The Soil and Water Conservation District commissioners are the 
governing body of the local district in Iowa, as delineated in Iowa 
Code Chapter 161A. This year, there were three seats to fill for 
the November election. Curt Behrends, Ray Wilson, and Chase 
Wheatley have been elected to four year terms beginning the 
second day of January, 2013 . Assistant commissioners are also 
appointed at the District Organizational meeting. Fred Kay and 
Greg Zellmer continue their terms on board also. Greg Zellmer 
will serve as Chairman, Ray Wilson will serve as Vice Chairman, 
Fred Kay, Treasurer. 

Soil Science Student Trainee 
Above Right: Elyssa McFarland spent the summer in Atlantic as a Soil Sci­
ence Student Trainee. Elyssa is originally from Columbus Junction, and will 
be graduating from Iowa State University in May 2013. She is a member of 
the Iowa State Agronomy Club and participates in Collegiate Soils Judging. 
In her spare time, Elyssa likes to go fishing, sew, read, and help out around 
her family's farm. Elyssa enjoyed meeting farmers across southwest Iowa 
and learning about soils unique to this area. 

FULL RATE PRE·SALE 
Bicep, Volley Atz., 

Surestart, Triflurex @ MFG 
recommended full rates 
$5.25 to $14.70/acre! 

Proudly Serving the Atlantic 
Area Since 1 998 

Visit our website at 
www. wickmanchemical.com 

Call Toll Free 1·~77·~17·777ij • Locai712·24J·77J9 
• 

• 
• • 

f I ..... 

• llling 
• Terraces 
• Bulldmg S1tes 
• Land Cleanng 
• Landscap1ng 
• Farm Ponds & Waterways 

Scott D. Hansen, Contractor 
204 E. Division N I Audubon I Ia 50025 
712-563-2921 • Cell 712-249-1259 

Southwest 
Contracting Inc. 

Box 263, Greenfield, lA 50849 

• Land Clearing 
• Ponds 
• Tiling 
• Terraces 

641-745-5509 
Adair, Guthrie, C ass 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Ste\\ardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider . 
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My name 1s Ans Anthony Hams rm a graduating senior at South­
em Untverstty In Baton Rouge, La .. pursuing a degree in Agnculture 
Sciences wtth a concentration in plant and soil sciences. I found out 
about the Natural Resources Conservation Service through my liaison, 
Alhson Johnson. who Interned 10 Iowa dunng her college summers 
She told me about the agency and explamed to me that lo\va 1s a great 
state to learn about agnculture So Mtss Johnson spoke with Mr Shaf­

to start my first Internship in Iowa and \vas placed 10 the Waterloo/Waverly field office 
dunng the summer of 2010. I enJoyed my first summer of work expenence so much 
that I decided to come back the next summer The followmg summer tn 20 I I, I worked 
In the Jefferson/Boone field office m Greene County and learned a lot more about the 
agency. This past summer I enJoyed worlang With the Atlantic /Audubon field office! 
Worlang 1n Iowa has gtven me a chance to meet some great mdtvtduals and see agricul­
ture on a larger scale 

Steve Nelson Construction 
116 E. South St., Exira, lA 50076 

Specializing in 
· Tiling · Dozing · Scraping 

712-268-5454 . 712-249-6354 
furRtdgewayaboutrec~itingmetothegreatstateoflowa. ldectded · ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardshtp 1s an equal opporturuty employer and proVldcr 

• Bulldozing 
• Excavating 
• Scraper ork 
• Skid Loader 
• ond /Terraces 
• Dump Truck 

Service 
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