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Plan Soil Conservation Tour 
In Hardin, Grundy Counties 

1 sed concrete structure. ' tj In a recent study conducted! 1n event The site for the field day io88es; For instance, · agronon 
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Poi~t 13 - Strip cropping . on 11 Ja~pe~ Coun~y, 91 o~t of 93 ,~.,! sched~led for September 25, will . t:ep~rt that on SeYII!'our ~ilt 

the Bill Schuneman farm east of mers mtereVIewed said --:vatel"W&Y-! be approximately 25 1miles south· <.a sout~ern . Iowa s01l) With a 

I the ~oad. . . , · were a necessary practice and• ··a west of Sioux City in the' Little ' percent slope and a · corn 
Pomt 14 - Strip croppmg .on good investment. Sioux Watershed. oats·meadow-meadow rotation! 

the John Snapp farm. The stnps ·"Why do farmers like and use ~ B h l l I d d and second-year corn avera 
. Want to •take a pleasant drive sure. terraces slow the runoff of 

in the country and learn some- water and divert• it into grassed 
t hing about the job some of .the ·waterways to be carried off the 
~armers in the Pine Lake Water- field with a minimum of erosion. 
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, s01l loss of 2 tons per acre al 
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of the Country Club Golf Course. · they could farm their land. M! --· ·• 80.c1a Ion ° . ~1 onserva on IS- and a water loss of 0 1 inch soil and its fertility? Norris 46 acres. Terraces are in 
· . , tnct CommiSSioners are cooperat· · · 

A "Drive-It-Yourself" Soil Con­
servat ion tour of the are'as has 
been planned by .the Hardin Soil 
Conservation District acc.ording to 
Cal Moore, Hardin County Soil 
Conservationist. 

The tour was arranged so that 
town residents and local farme-rs 
can get an idea of what their far­
ming neighbors are doing. 

The " Drive-It-Yourself" tour 
starts t oday and can be taken any 
day at your leisure, with the aid 
of tb ' ompanying map. The 
tour i~.1t 15 miles long. 

Moore said he believes it is the 
fir st time this t ype of tour has 
been arranged in Hardin County. 

The rout e was planned _to in-
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help.s prevent erosion. Contouring Soil and Water Conservatio11ll p:otect their .mvestment . m com has selected the following mem- exception rmght be m pr~ducl 
is the planting in level line around Week in Iowa by Gov. Hersche)ll ptck~rs, com~mes and other ex· hers ·to serve on the central com- of, alfalfa seed, where a sh g·ht 
and across slopes. Loveless. 1 pensive machmery. . 1 mittee to plan \and develop the crease ha.s ~~n noted when bo 

Point 4 - Contouring on the This marks the state's twenty- Nearly all were convmced that various activities: was apphed. 
I van De Witt farm may be ob- second observance of conservation gully · erosion must be stopped or Ed Helming of Hornick and . . 

• f od 1 d ld b Bromegrass IS still the ~ served on the north side of the wee'k Prior to 1955 "water" was ln a ew years .go an wou eiRichard Schrunk of Danbury . I 
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· · · · · , · b. a ap e a over owa. equ farm can be seen east of t he State S01l Conservation Commit- .which need to e controlled and of · Commerce; Gene Flaherty and f rtTt . f 'ts 
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and build up soil fertility in croJ) for a field division as is observed 1 Iowa w.as complete!! orgaruzed rdrafned: a.ch1eve a smoot~, Sa'u~~ . -~-~.~~ .~· .. M¥,~;f~~- , __ _ 
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in Hard1;n and Grundy counties. I Point 7 .....:.... Contouring and new I cal d1stncts. Each of the l<;>cal led to meet these requirements ~son of LeMars, Chatrman of 
The area has been of significant grassed waterways on the M. Q .. county districts is a subdivision qf ·are successfully co. nt rol.· ling .· ev. en~ tlte. State Soil Conservation Com-
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ent that 75 percent of the land i grassed wate_rwa'y provides for !· Committee is made ~p of f~ve far-1: ~s.- e!im;h heavy growt~ lege; and' Keith Kirkpatrick of · 
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. . . . . . F k smother rt. e s n . r m provisions of the appropriation. Pomt 8 - Newly constructed , Floyd Andre and AdVIser ran \.- d t 1 ds I 
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Eighty percent of the watershed parallel t erraces and waterways Men ell. . . . . would solve this problem and 
land in both Hardin and Grundy _ in the oats field of the Balvanz The committee IS responsible . . . F . t s 

· · · f h ·1 d' ehmmate mowmg. or mix ure count ies bas now been signed un- farm. Terraces were constructed . fo r admimstratlon o t e sm Is- . . t t . t f 
· ' · · · · · · · 1 d h 1 use a d1sease-res1s an vane Y o , 

der the Soil Conservation D1str1ct par~llel to ehmmate short rows t~I·~ts afw han .a
1
s gednerat super- 'alfalfa such as Ranger, Buffalo 

program. between terraces. Constructi on VIsion o t e so1 an wa er con- ' b ...- w 
,.. ....,.,, · · · · · 1 Th or Vernal and rome grass. .w.o Htl ~e points of mterest: work was complet~d by the Triple se.rvation program m owa. e . ' f 
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· · · 1 d · · te 4-.-.t at a he1ght o me es. Tl~e...._____ s tarts at the bridge R Construction, Wellsburg. , committee . a so _ a mlDlS rs . s~ e 
east of Eldora. Continue on east Point 9 - Terraces, contouring funds proVIded by the s~te. 1~&-­
of E ldora on highway 57 114 miles and grassed waterways on the lature to assist in the ' soil and 
1t o the curve, t urn left. George Primus farm in Grundy water conservation program. 

P oint 1 - Terraces and grassed County. 
-waterways on the Ed Wiesner Point 10 - Parallel terraces 
farm. Many of these terraces were and contour field boundary on the 
constructed during the 1930's Lee Lqndy farm operated by Mar­
with CCC assistance. Terraces ar.e lyn Eilers. Terraces were con- 11 

E
w ridg~s on the contour and ~re · structed this spring. Terraces are 
ed to break up long .slopes m- constructed low and broad to al­

a series of shorter slopes. A low use of 4 row equipment. 
ost effective conservation mea- Point 11 - Strip cropping, 
--~-----~----~~~ grassed waterways, and contour­

ing can be observed on the Joe 
Beach fann. Terraces have been 
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Mant ·'test·s and observations on 
the design, construction and main· 
tenance of waterways have been 
carried out by Iowa State College 
Agricultural Research Service and 1 
the Soil Conservation Service. 

For a rotation pasture, Agron­
omist J. M. Scholl of Iowa State 
College suggests a · seeding , mi~· 1 

1 ture. of 5 pounds of bromegrass, 3 ' 
1 pounds of orchar<lgrass and 8 

pounds of alfalfa to produce the 
desirable' amount of grass in the 
mixture. Orchardgrass is included 
because it makes better recovery 
af ter grazing or cutting than 

1

- bromegrass and also distributes 
its growth more uni f o r m 1 y 
throughout the growing season ! 
than other grasses. ' 


