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ANNUAL REPORT 
CASS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

January 1 to December 31 , 19th 

The Cass County District completed its second year of ope ration in 
August . The terrn of Mr . Clar ence Pellett , chairman for the l ast two 
years , expired at that time . 'e he l d our election in connection with 
the h-H Cl ub Fair in Atlantic on Au ust 2 • Mr . Pellett v~s re - elected 
for the s.i..x- year ensuing term. Durin t he yea1· we held five regular 
meetin s . 

At the organization meeting fo l lowing the election Carl Euken was 
elected as chairman and Oscar Rauh as secretary for the next two years o 
Mr . Ra.uh as resgined as County Extension Director and a successor 
has not been named as yet . Consequently we had no secretary at the 
end of the year . One will be chosen at a later date . 

In reporti:1g 0::1 activi ties of the year , we woul d first like to report 
on the fur ther work done in this District and eeighboring districts 
on the post war planning which we reported in our 19 3 re port. Ear l y 
i n January of 1944 we were able to secure an interview with the Hon . 
Ben F. Jensen, Con ressman from the Seventh Congressio~al District in 
Iowa . b~ . Jensen took a considerable amount of interest in our ug ­
ge sted post war plan for iwnediate soil conservation work in Cass 
County and suggested that we call in neighboring districts in order 
to draw up a set of resolutions . e appointed a Re s ol uti ons Committee 
composed of local people interested in post war planning and sent in­
vitati ons to other commissioners in the Seventh Dis trict to come to a 
joint meeting . This meeting was held on January 17. All but two 
counties were represented o . A joint reso l ution was prepared and approved 
at this mee~in~ and was sent to the various s~te and nati ona l offi cials . 

We also acted as hosts to the comm.issionars and State Post 'liar Flanning 
Connni ttee , At t h i.& meeting a. clelegate and an alternate was chosen from 
the oommi:;sione r s of the various districts in southwestern Iowa to act 
as a sub- committee to the State Committee on post war planning o 

Early in the year we gave some thought to~ard t~e se l ection Bf assist-
ant commissioners to serve as representatives of the District in thei r 
respective townships . A group of nnmes was suggeste1 from each t ~wnship 

including~~ Committeemen, Fann Bureau Directors and soil conservati on 
leaders, with the idea these men would be called in as a committee to hel p 
with furt:be ring the work plan of the Distri c t and to pick out men to be 
pA.rtly responsible for their hone communi ties . We set up this meeting in 
April and included interested contractors and farm mamagers in the County o 
re also called in a representative of the Armco Pipe Company who spoke 
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of va _ious out l ets avai labe for use in farm ponds and erosion control 
dams . This meeting was v.orthwhile from t he standpoint of education. 
Bowever, we have changed our thinking somewhat i n setting up th e 
as sistant commissi oners because of the fact that i t has been difficult 
to determine what specific duties these men could perform. e are now 
looking to the chairman of each farm pl annin roup as pepresenta t ive 
of the Distric t in that pa ticular community . Eventua ly this will 
nean that we will ha ve as sistant commissione r s on a s:rnaller unit basis , 
poss i bl y as small as a school distri ct. Because of the responsibi litie8 
giveL these nen i n thei r group planning work, such as organizing the groups, 
arranging f or roup demons trations and rou p l ayout , we feel that they will 
naturally become representatives of the District. We feel this a more sound 
policy than merely picking one representative i n each townshi p. 

e have ente red int o a Mem.orandum of UndP.rstanding with the Soil Con­
servation Service , Ext ension Servyce and Colle e in the pro ductio n of 
certified Fishe r bromegrass . We han. received our allotment of 16o 
pounds of t his seed , and have selected three coopera tive farn,s to aid 
us in producing seed. •e hope that n 1945 part os this seed program 
will materiali 4e in the produc tio~ of enough seed so that i n another 
year we can expand our pro gram. · 

In addition to this type of seed production we have secur ed the co­
operation of the Cas s County Farm Bu eau in purchas ing 1000 pounds of 
southern Iowa brome, whj ch has been so l d to interested farmers . i th 
the i nteres t being shown i n brome rass for this area and with the 
s t art we have made in getting seed a •ailable, we feel that t he grass ­
l and management in the County can be greatly improved with fa vorable 
results i n cettin t hese seed plots es tablished . 

Mr . Frank Pellett, the loca l farme r and bee man , has for seveni years 
been interested i n the propa gation of new grass pl ants . We are tre ­
mendously interested in one new type of clover which Mr . Pellett is 
propagating. Through the efforts of the as sociates of Mr . Pe llett and 
local people within the District, it has been ecommended that this 
c l over be named Pellett Clover . The District is sponsoring some further 
experimental work with this clover and has selected six farms i n 
various parts or the District for the purpose of planting a few plants 
of this clover to determine i t s adaptability to pasture conditions . One 
of these was put in al old bluegrass pa s ture , and another near a road 
fe nce in a bromegr a ss pastur e one year old, another was placed in ~ 
front yard t o test lhe effect o£' frequent mowLtg . One was placed in a 
35 year ol d brome field and another one in a garden s pot to use as 
test plots for observation. -e intend to watch this new plant closely 
during the next few years to determine what p 9.ce it may have in this 
section of the countryo 
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The educational phase of ou r program for 1944 was hindered particularly 
during the spring months when we usually have our contour line l aying 
demonstrations o Because of the wet weather it was ~ot possible to ha ve 
demonstrations !in eacL 1::ownship , although they were schedu l ed to be 
he l d and we r e postponed several times . Even though we fai l ed in our 
demonstrations we believe t~t a satisfactory a~ount of spread of the 
pra.ctice was accomplished in the District . In 19L•3 it was estimated 
that 76o individuals contoured 23, L30 acres . It is estimated that in 
1941 this number has increased 1:0 we ll over 850 . 

One rather Jarge field day was held during July at which time all 
e quipment operators were invited to demonstrate terrace construction 
and gul ly control equipment . This demonstration was well attended . We 
estimate that about 250 people were there . The Ford - Ferguson peopl e 
demonstrated thei~ disc terracer and various types of earth movi ng 
equi pment . Five sets of terre. cas were constructed with the variou s 
k i nds of equipment . One was bui l t using the Ford disc terracer , one 
with a road patro l blade , another ~~th a tractor and blade , and one with 
a n ordinary farm pl ow . An experi ment was run with the farm plow in 
e. ttempting to build the te r race all from the uphill side . 

Another terrace demonstrE:.tion was sponsored by us in cooperation wi. th 
the John Deere Plow Company, in which they u sed their disc tiller. 
This demonstration was well attended and much i nterest was shown . We 
fee l t hat these two u"Jmonstr3.tions in the District have increased the 
inte r est in terra cj_ng . 

At our reorganization meeting at the end of the year we reviewed our 
·rork plan and planned to revise it -somewhat to form a p-::>licy for taking 
care of application::> for assistance . We have recommended the use of 
group action wh~rever possible in the Distr ict. To i::n.prove our lOOthod 
we are setti ng up a definite schedule of meetings , first calling an 
organization meeting for the explanation of the Distr i ct policy and for 
securing of s i gnatures of farmers interested in farm pl ans . If 
i n terest is expressed , further farm planning meetings wil l be hel d 
with these rou ps and plans made t o hold contour schools on group lay­
out worko We recommend that ea ch group se l ect a ch!:l.irrw.n to represent 
the Dist ict in thE>_ t area o 

Durinf the year, 20 farm plans were written on 3LJ-~.o acres , rm.king a. 
total of 32 farn. plans to date on 5735 acres . at the end of the year 
we had requests f em 10 groups for fa rm plans 1r a to tal of 70 fa r ms . 
Three of the organization meetings of these groups have been he l d and 
planning meetings scheduled . On our farm plans to date , tile following 
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practi ces were pl anned and established c 

Practice Unit Pl annQd Established 

Contou r Planting Acres 2378 991 
Contour Str ip Cro pping Acres 71 
Seed in~ Pastures Acres 149 89 
Out lets &: Farm Wa te r - Acres 56 14 
Courses Lin . Ft . - 82,000 20 , 700 
Soil Saving Dams No. 4 
Terracing Acres 109 83 
Re organization of lt'ie 1 ds Feet 221, 650 69 ,100 

With 10 farm planning grou ps ahead at t he end of the year and the 
interest bein~ shown in the f orma t ion of new groups , we expect to have 
an increased showing of conserva t ion on the land in 19L5. It is hoped 
that technica l assistants can be made avai lable as the work l oad in­
crease s . A sma l l number of conservation surveys has been made and many 
of the groups will requi re soil uur veys during the year . Technical 
assistants will be required t o gi ve aid to those desiring the layout of 
farm plans , as we l l as assistance in the education work prior t o the 
fo r matlon of groups . e have r ecommended the. t technicians confi ne 
their efforts to farm planning, applica. tion work on farm plans , ass is tanoe 
to the Extension Service in the ove r all educationa l program, and a 
considera bl e amount of time on t ests to obse rve vari ous species of 
grasse s and to the seed increase production pr ogram. 

We wish to expfess our apprecia t ion to al l a gencies coo pe rating with the 
Districto e have had excellent coope ration from the Extension Service , 
Soi l Conservation Service , AAA , FSA , and businessmen. We want to 
particula rly thank those indi viduals working with us as a committee on 
post war plA.nning uork. 1j e a lso want to encourage the interest on t he 
part of our gr oup leaders towe.rd i mproving the Di strict program i n their 
areas o We reaUxe that the succe ss of the District pro ram will depend 
a gr eat deal on the efforts of these men . 
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Number 
Educational Meeti ngs 

Attendance 

Number 
Tours 

Attendance 

Number 
Demonstrations 

Attendance 

Number 
Training School Meetings 

Attendance 

Exhibits Number 

Radio Talks Number 

News Articles Number - - ----
Commissioners Meetings Numb<> r 

This 
Period 

9 

203 

0 

0 

13 

3L.8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

31 
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' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
j 

' 

I I 

To 
Date 

26 

1086 

5 

62 

36 

700 

0 

107 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
CASS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

January 1 to December 31, 1944 

The Can County Diltrict oompleted i t1 aeoond year of operation in 
Augua t. The term of Mr. Clarence Pellett, chairman for the last two 
year•, expired at that time. e held our election in connection with 
the 4-H Club Fair in Atlantic on August 24. Mr. Pellett waa re-elected 
for the aix•Y.ar enauing term. During the year we held five regular 
meetinga. 

At the organization meeting following the election O&rl Euken waa 
elected a1 chairman and Oaoar Raub aa secretary for the next two years. 
Mr. Raub aa reagined aa County Extension Director and a auooeaaor 
baa not been named aa yet. Con1equently we had no secretary at the 
end of the year. One will be chosen at a later date. 

In reporting on activities of the year, we would firat like to report 
on the further work done in this Dia t riot and aei~hboring districta 
on the poet war p~anning which we reported in our 1943 report. Early 
in January of 1944 we were able to secure an interview with the Hon. 
Ben F. Jenaen, CongreuJNt.n from the Seventh Oongresaional Diatriot in 
Iowa. Mr. Jensen took a considerable amount of interest in our !Qg­
gested post war plan t'or immediate aoil conservation work in Caaa 
County and auggeated that we oall in neighboring diatriota in order 
to draw up a aet of reaolutiona. We appointed a Reaolutiona Committee 
oompoaed of local people intereated in post war planning and at"Jnt in• 
vita tiona to other oornmiaaionera in the Seventh Dia trio t to oome to a 
joint meeting. This meeting was held on January 17. All but two 
counties were represented. A joint resolution waa prepared and approved ( 
at this meeting and was sent to the various state and national officials. 

We also acted as hosts to the oommiaaione r s and State Post War Planning 
Committee. At this meeting a delegate and an alternate was ohoaen from 
the oommiasione r a of the var.i oua diatricta in southweatern Iowa to aot 
aa a sub-oommittee to the Sta te Committee on post war planning. 

Early in the year we gave some thought toward the aeleotion Bf aaaiat­
ant oommiaaioners to serve as repr aentativea of the Distr ict in their 
reapeotive townships. A grou p of names waa suggested from eaoh township 
including AAA Committeemen, Farm Bureau Direotora and aoil oone,ervation 
leaders, with the idea these men would be oalled in as a oommi ttee to help 
with furt[lering the work plan of the Distrb t and to piok out men to be 
partly responsible for their home communitiea. We set up this meeting in 
April and inoluded interested contractors and farm mamagers in the County. 
We also oalled in a representative of the Armoo Pipe Company who a ~oke 
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ot varioue outlets availabb tor use in tarm ponds and erosion control 
dama. This meeting was 1110rthwh1le from the standpoint of education. 
However. we have changed our thinking somewhat in setting up t.h e 
aaaistant co:nmhaioners because of the tact that it haa ~en difficult 
to determine what specific dutiee these men could perform. We are now 
looking to the chairman of each farm planning gJ"'UP aa pepresenta t1 w 
of the Dhtrict in that pa.c tioula.r community. Eventually thh will 
mean that we will ha ve auhtant coJIIDliaaione r s on a smaller unit b&aia • 
possibly as small a1 a 1ohool district. Because of the relpo:n~ibilitlea 
given the1e men in their group planning work. such u o.rgan111ng the groupa, 
arranging for group demonatra tiona and group layout, we teel that they will 
naturally become representatives of the District. We feel thie a more 1ound 
policy than merely piok:ing one repreaentative in each township. 

We have entered into a Meaorandum or Under1tanding with the Soil Con­
servation Service, Exten1ion Serrtce and College in the production at 
certified Fisher bromegrass. We have reeeived our allotment of 160 
pounds or thia aeed, and ha,. selected three cooperative tarma to aid 
us in producing seed. We hope that in 1945 part oa this seed program 
·w111 materiali,e in the production of enough seed ao that in another 
year we oan expand our program. 

In addi~n to this type of seed production we have secured the co­
operation ot the Casa County Farm Bureau in purchasins 1000 pound1 ot 
southern Iowa brome, wh~ oh haa ~en sold to interested farmers. With 
the interest being shown in bromegraaa tor thh area and w1 th the 
start we have made in getting seed available, we feel tbat tha graa~­
land management in the County oan be gr•atly improTed with favorable 
results in ~etting these seed plots established. 

llr. Frank Pellett, the looal farmer and bee Dan• haa tor seveni. yeart 
been interested in the propagation or new gran plants. lVe are tre­
mendoully intereated in one new type ot olover which Mr. Pellett h 
propagating. Through the et'torts of the auooiatea ot Mr. Pellett and 
local people within the District, it has been reoornmended that this 
clover be named Pellett Clover. The District ia sponsoring some further 
~xperimental work with this olover and bAa selected six far.ms in 
various parts or the Dlstriot tor the purpose ot planting a tew plant• 
of this clover to determine ita adaptability to pasture conditions. One 
ot these was put in al old bluegrass pasture. and another near a road 
t'e.noe in a bromegraas pasture one year old, another waa placed in a 
front yard to test the ef'teot of frequent mowing. One waa placed in a 
3? year old brome field and s.nother one in a garden s~• to use as 
teat plots tor observation. We intend to watch this new plant oloaely 
during the nC~xt fow years to determi.ne what place it may have in thia 
section of the oountry. 
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The educational phaae ot our program tor 1944 was hindered particularly 
during the apring montha when we usually have our contour line laying 
demonatratione . Beoauae ot the wet weather it •s not poee1ble to have 
demonstrati on• in eaoh t ownahip, although they were eoheduled to be 
held and were poetponed aeveral timel . Even thour;h we .failed. in our 
demonstra t i on• we believe that a aati8faotory amount ot a pread ot the 
pre.otioe waa aooompliabed in the Diatrict. I n 19L.3 it us estimated. 
that 7liJ individuala conto\.\:red 23,L30 acrea. It i e eet1.trated tbat in 
1944 this number baa inoreaaed to well over 850. 

One rather large tie ld day wa.a held during July at whioh tiu. all 
equipment operatorl were invited to demol18trate terraoe oonatruotion 
and gully oontrol e quipment . Thia demonatration was well attended. We 
eatimate tha t about 250 people were there . The Ford-Ferguaon people 
demonatrated their disc terraoer and var1oua typea ot earth moving 
equipment. Five seta ot terra cea were constructed with the varioua 
kinda of e quipment. One was built using the Ford . dilo terracer, one 
with a road patrol blade, another w11h a tractor and blade, and one wi tb 
an ordinary tarm plow. A.n experiment •• run with the .farm plow in 
attempting to buil4 the terraoe all .from the uphill aide. 

Another ternof) demonstra tion was aponsored by ua in cooperation With 
the John Deere Plow Company, in which they used their diac tiller·. 
'l'h.ia demonatration waa well a t tended and 1».1oh interest waa ah own. We 
tee l tha t theae two demonstrations i n the Distr i ct hav ·. inoz-eaaed the 
intere at i n t err oin«• 

At our reorganilation meeting a t the end of t he yea r we reviewed our 
work plan and pl&nned to revl se it womewhat to form a policy tor takinc 
oare ot applioationa for asaistanae . We have recommended tbe use of 
gr oup aoti on wherever possible i n the Diatriot. Tb i mprove our Dethod 
we are setting up a definite schedule of meetings, t1rat calling an 
organization meeting for the oxple.nation ot the Dia triot pol1oy a nd tor 
aeouring of aignature s or t a rmera i n terested in farm plana. It 
interest h · expreaaed, f'u r thei" t ar m. planning meetings will be held 
with these grou ps and pl&na made 't'J hold contour aohoola on group lay­
out work. ~. recommend that ea oh r~oup aelect a. ohair,man. to represent 
the District in that a r ea . 

Durin the year , 20 fa r m plans we re wr i tten on 3h4o aorea, n:aldng a 
total of 32 fa rm pl ana t o da te on 5735 aor • · At the end of the y&ar 
we had requests from 10 groupe f or fa rm pl a na on a to ta l of 10 r arma . 
Three of t he organh a tion meeti ngs of t hese groups have been helti and 
plami ng meeti ng• aoheduled. On our f arm plana to date, the followinc 



practice• were planned and established• 

Practice Unit .Planned Established 

Contour Pla nting Acre a 2378 991 
Contour Strip Cro pping Acres 71 
Seedinr, Paeturee Acree ~9 89 
Outle ts & Farm Wa t e r- A ores 56 14 
Courses Lin. Ft. 82,000 20,700 
Soil Savin Dams No. l~ 
Terracing Acres 109 83 
Reorganization of Fields Feet 221,650 69,100 

With 10 f a rm planning groups ahead at the end of the year and the 
interest be i ng shown in the. f ormation of new groups, •• expect to ~ve. 
an increaeed ehowin~ of conservation on the land in 19~5. It ia hoped 
that teohnioal auhtante oan be made available aa the work load in­
or eaeee. A sJD&ll number of conservation surveys hat been D\&de arid .-ny 
of the groupe will requi.re soil •u1rnya during the year . ·Technical 
aeaietante will be required to g.lve aid to thoee deeiring the layout ot 
farm plana, aa nll ae asdatanoe in the education work prior to the 
formation of gr oupe. We have recommended that teohniciana confine 
their efforts to f'aMil planning, applioa tion work on tartn p1a na, auiatance 
to the lxtenlion Service in the over all educational program, and a. 
considerable amount of time on teat• to observe various 1peciea ot 
graues and to the seed inoreaae product! on prog~•· 

' 

We ~lh to expte11 our aopreciation to all a genoiea cooperati ng with the 
Diltriot. ·we have had excellent cooperation from the Extenlion Service, 
Soil Conservation Service, AAA, FSA, and bueinesamen. We wa nt to 
particularly thank those individuall wor1dng with u1 ae a committee on 
poet war planning work. We a leo want to encourage the intere1t on the 
part of our group leaders toward improving the District program in their 
areas . We r ealize that the success or the Piatriot program will de pe nd 
a gr eat dea l on the effort s or the se JD8n. 
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I Period I Date ·I I ACTI VITY f 

Eduoa tional Meetings Number 9 26 

A t tenda.noe 203 1086 

0 
I 

Tour a Number · I 5 I 
I 

At tenda nce 0 'I fJ/.' 
I 

Demons tre, tiona Number 13 36 

Attendance 348 I 700 

0 
! 

Training School Meetings Number i 5 

A t tendanoe 0 f:l:) 

Exhibi te Numbe r 2 J ~ I 

Radio Talk:a N\Uilbe r 0 0 

Newa Artiolee Number 31 107 

Commiaaioner a Meetings Number I 
I I 
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