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Biolo.gist helps fariners sort progralll options 
b) Joyce Bohnker 

A few years back, the S01l 
Conservation Ser\ 1ce offices 
became the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service offices. 
The name change also meant a 
change in focus for the govern­
ment offices. 

Instead of concentrating solely 
on conserving the soil, the 
service was also to consider the 
needs of wildlife and other 
natural resources. 
All kinds of new programs 

were designed to help '"ith this 
tranSitiOn and give private 
landowners options that would 
keep the land profitable and still 
preserve the native plants and 
animals. A whole alphabet soup 
ofCP::!I. CP22, CP4D. CPI5 
and a lot more programs 
emerged. 

fhc problem arose in keepmg 
the programs straight and 
ha\ ing the expenise to know 
,.,hat would work best in a given 
situatiOn. 
The NRCS staff was already 

bus)- tl') ing to keep up '' 1th 
terracmg. larm plans and 
compliance. Many tield offices 
had no staff'' tth any direct 
expertise in the area of,,ildlife 

!'he Depanment nf Natural 
Resources (0!\R) had some 
expertise in the area, but 
because of mcreased demands 
from pub he lands, the :;taft time 
de\ oted to privO'te landownt!rs 
h ... d decreased to onl) 10 
percent in recent ~ e~rs 
The solutiOn a DC\\ partncr­

:.hlp bet\\ccn 1\RCS DNR <1nd 
non gO\ crnment orgumzatiuns 
\\lth an mtcrest m \\ tldhfe 
hab1tnt sudi as Pheasants 
fore\ cr. Ducks Unlumtcd and 
the Nauonal \\tldhle Turkc) 
Fcderauon 
fhe result Angi Hanson a 

pm ate lands b1olog1st "ho \\ill 
serve a 20 count) area assistmg 
private landowners and adv1smg 
them of the1r program options 
Hanson is one of I\\O biologists 

hired in the expenmental 
program. r he other one IS Chns 
LaRue headquartered tn Fon 
Dodge. 

Hanson is located in Atlanuc, 
but most of her time 1s spent 
\ istting other counlles, lookmg 
over pri\ ate lands and g1ving a 
farmer opllons If the program 1s 
successful, three more wildlife 
biologists w1ll be hired, one tor 
each area oftice and 20 pri\ate 

land wildlife technicians, four 
for each reg10n .... 111 be h1red 
Hanson is enthusiastic about 

the partnership and IS hopeful 
she and her colleagues w1ll be 
able to prov1de a valuable 
serv1ce. She especially enjoys 
the partnership aspect of the 
program, with many groups 
working together toward a 
common goal 
She sa1d, "Our main goal is to 

prov1de more w1ldhfe hab1tat on 
private lands We have to pool 
our resources to do that effec­
tively." 

Hanson IS a native of Red Oak, 
lo,,a. She graduated from the 
Umvers1ty of Dubuque with a 
degree in environmental science 
and a minor in biology 
She served as a naturalist in 

Mills and Pottawattam1e County 
and was ,.,orking in fremont 
County when a friend told her 
about the new posiuon becom­
mg avatlable 
Hanson started the post m 

February. It means a lot of 
dr1ving for her She and her 
husband farm south of Stanton, 
but she calls it a "mce country 
drive to Atlantic." Since her 
worl< keeps her on the road 
an) wa)', she doesn't mind the 
commute. 
Hanson's enJoyment of her 

pos1tion is evident when watch­
ing her work. As she meets w1th 
East Potta\\attamie County 
farmer Cletis Gress. her face 
and expression becomes am­
mated 
As she v1ews what looks to 

most hke an overgrown v"aste-

land, one can almost see her 
mind transforming it into a 
shallow pond where ducks and 
geese can swim and other 
animals can come for a drink 

Almost immed1ately she sees a 
possibility for a CP9 (shallow 
water area). Under th1s pro­
gram, Gress would get paid for 
land under the ConservatiOn 
Reserve Program, plus get cost­
share for the work involved m 
installing and maintaming the 
pracuce 
If allis approved, m the end 

the farmer will get a reasonable 
return on land that was a 
problem area anyway and 
wildlife in the area get a ne\., 
habitat. 
Everyone would be happ) and 

that's \\hat Hanson likes to see. 

"The more mcentives we can 
provide for landowners, the 
better," she sa1d. 
Hanson said the partnership 

hopes to prov1de mcreased cost­
share, free or low pnce use of 
equipment such as no-1111 drills 
and free or reduced pnces on 
seeds such as native prairie 
grasses 
The contmuous s1gn-up 

programs for buffer and filter 
stnps prov1de excellent opportu· 
mt1es for farmers to provide 
wildlife habitat and still get a 
good return, Hanson believes. 
She wants to make sure, not 

only that the options are there, 
but that evef)'One knows what 
the opt:ons are and has access to 
everythmg needed to mstall 
those opllons on their pnvate 
lands 

Cooperative program provides assistance 

Angi Hanson is the nen pri\ate lands biologist for a 20 
county area in western Iowa. The program is designed to 
help farmers sort out thctr program options "hen consider­
ing setting-astde land as a "ildlife habitat. ln photo abo\ e, 
Hanson talks with Cletis Gress about the possibility of a 
CRP wetland on a patch of his land in Pottawattamie 
Count)'. In photo at left, she discusses a similar program 
with Greg Mert7 for his land. Hanson makes field \isits to 
determine" hat program the land might be suited for. She 
tries to offer the farmer e\eral options if 'he can. 
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New soil pit offers teaching tool 

The new so1l p1t at the Wallace Research farm will be a 
valuable teaching tool. T he top photo shows the entrance 
to the pit. In lower photo, Bernie Havlovic points out the 
root structures visible through the plexi~lass walls. 

DUNLAP 
FARMERS CO-OP 
Offers a full line of products 

and services 
* Feed - Fertilizer - Chemica ls 
* Fencing Supplies & Repairs 

* Custom Application & Grinding 
*Gas & Diesel Fuel Delivery 

*Oi I & Grease Products 
*Tires - Batteries - Parts 

*Vehicle Service Work 
* Grain Mark etmg - Storage 

*Fencing supplies-r epairs 
*Cust om application & gr inding 

*Gas & diesel fue l de livery 
*Oi l and grease products 

*Ti r es-batter ies-parts 
*Vehicle service work 

*Gra in market ing-storage 
Drying & Hauling 

On-The-Farm Tire Repair 
Ma Other Services 

E I eva tor (712) 643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 

b) J oy cc IJohnkcr 
Is good blacl- soil really beucr 

tor gro\.\ ing crops'' Ho\\ deep 
do corn and soybean roots really 
go? Hm" do earth\\Orms help 
aerate the soil? These arc all 
quest10ns chtldn:n and teenagers 
who arc studymg botany have 
We can all tell them the 

answers, but any teacher can tell 
you the best way tor students to 
learn is if you can show them 
Vocational agriculture teachers 

try to demonstrate many of 
these answers through the usc of 
sot I pus These trenches, dug 
deep into the earth, can allow 
students to see the diflerent 
layers of soil and see a few of 
the root systems of plants 
growmg next to the pit. 
The problem '" th most sot I 

p1ts, however is that withm 
hours of exposmg the deep 
underground to atr and sunlight, 
the roots dte the earth\\ orms 
burrO\\ c.:lse\\here and most of 
the teaching capactt) of the pit 
1s lost 

fhe Wallace Re~earch !'arm on 
the ea~tem edge of 
Pottawattamie County has 
sohed that problem \\ith a 
permanent soli pit 

Bemte Ha" lovic, supennten­
dcnt of the farm got together 
wtth Shaun Shouse, a field 
spectahst in ag engmeenng 
from the Area Extension Office 
and Bnan Buzzel, a field lab 
techntctan at the farm, to design 
and tmplement a sot! pit that 
could be a permanent teaching 
tool to visitors at the farm. 
The materials for the pit were 

provtded by a Community 
Education Grant put together by 
the East Ponawattamie Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 
The grant money covered the 
materials and extra labor needed 
for the project. 

r he ... hallenge was to allow 
visitors and \tudents to see the 
sotl and root S)Stems Without 
dcstro) ing them. Shouse 
designed a plexiglass system 
against the walls of the pit The 
atr tight glass allows people to 
vtew the earthworm tunnels 
and root S)Stems Without 
exposmg the soli to a1r 
Of course a certain amount of 

light tS reqUired to allow 
vtsitors to see anything. To 
minimize the amount of 
damaging sunlight. the ptt is 
kept covered The cover ts 
removed only when visitors are 
actually usmg the soil pit. 
llavlovic said "We hoped 

v.e'd see some earthworms 
worktng the soil Actually one 
of the lirst mdicauons of 
wildlife we sa"' was a wiped 
gopher burro\\ " 

Indeed the little tunnel runs 
nght next to the plexiglass. 
Although not the animals 
they· d hoped tor the burro\\ 
does g1ve ~ tsnors a rare peak at 
the inside of one of these 
creature's remarkable tunnel 
systems. 
Ha\ lovik is busy planning 

how to make the best usc of his 
permanent pit He IS planning 
on planting a variety of plants 
around the edge. 
In addition to showing stu­

dents the depth and structure of 
com and soybean roots, he may 
also plant some native grasses 
to show the extens1ve root 
system these grasses develop. 
This may better tllustrate to 
students and adults ahke why 
these grasses hold the sot I and 
help filter out impurities 
"Our mtent tS to show soil as a 

living thing," Havlovic said. 
"There ts definitely life under­
ground. We also hope to show a 
ltnle about moisture, where it is 

SWAIN REAL TV 
Randy Pryor - Broker, Auctioneer 

Phone 712-647-2912 or 712-644-7610 

. 
Selling all types of real estate, 

farm equipment, antiques, and more. 
Consignment farm equipment auction four times 
yearly. One mile south of Woodbine on Highway 

30. 

and how it fi lters down tnto the 
subsoil " 
l ie satd students who have used 

the plt so far have often expressed 
surprise at the depth roots can 
reach 
The ptt was finished last July 

and has been a popular addition to 
the farm ever since It's about fi ve 
feet deep, five feet wide and ten 
feet long. It has been utilized for 
an agriculture careers day and 
other student VISits to the farm 
Adult visitors, too have enjoyed 
looking at the earthworm's view 
ofthe soil. 
Anyone wtshing to tour the farm 

and see the sot! ptt, should first 
call to make sure someone wtll be 
avatlable to open the pit for them. 

Inte ns ive cropping 
re quires a lternatives 

b) C. reg Malhi \, 
East Pottawattamie 

Distr ict Con~cn atiom st 
lio~' did th1s mtensi"e croppmg 

s) stem of com one )ear and 
so) beans the next get started here 
m the Mid\\est? 
We 1-no\\ that it didn't happen 

overmght Corn. ha) and pasture 
gradually relinquished its hold on 
the land as cattle and hogs left the 
open pastures and feedlots The 
need for crops that could be sold 
for cash became the norm 
Com could sull meet that need, 

but hay and pasture would not. 
Someone or some company came 
up with the soybean plant that 
could provide multitudes of by­
products 
Perhaps more importantly, what 

effects has this intensive cropping 
had on the land itself? Fertilizer 
needs increased in order to 
maintam htgh yields Additional 
weed pressure has mcreased the 
need for herbicide fewer pteces 
of equtpment are requtred for 
growmg two crops where live­
stock ts not reqmrcd. But the 
biggest affect that com/soybean 
rotation has had on the land is that 
more of that life-giving brown 
sot I is left susceptible to the 
eroding force of raindrops for 
longer periods ofume 
A new need for somethmg to 

cover the ground should be 
apparent. Crop residue will help 
save )Our "aluable topsoil from 
ramdrop erosion and ri II eros10n. 
lntenstve cropping reqUires some 
intenstve ullage management as 
~\ell 
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Essay contest winner announced 
.. Wll~:n tilt wells dry ,,.e lmou 

the worth o( water ·· Ben;amm 
Franklin 
The Fast Pottawanamie Sot! & 

Water Consenat1on District 
held its essay contest which 
promotes so1l and \\ater conser­
vation to h1gh school studtmts 
Th1s )ears theme is .. Commu­

nit) Waters." The theme 
focuses on the need to jom 
together m communit) etlorts to 
keep our \\aters clean and 
healthy. To accomplish th1s task, 
auention must be gi\ en to shO\\ 
ho\\ each communit) cares lor 
its land. Keeping communi!\ 
\\aters clean and plentiful 
requtn:s ever) one to make an 
ellort. This includes indi' iduals 
from rural communities to those 
living m the suburbs to the 
dwellers of the b1g Cities. The 
most important concept is the 
need for all people, no matter 
where lhe) live, to practice good 
so1l and water stewardship. 
Water 1s a shared resource 
F1fty percent of the judgmg 

cntena cons1sted of the effec­
tiveness of the message as it 
pertams to the theme Twent)­
five percent consideration IS 

g1ven to ongmahty. The other 
twenty-five percent is based on 
content. Th1s year the partiti­
pants were high school students 
from AvoHa-Shclby-Tcnant. 
The prize money and certiti­

cates arc made possible through 
donated funds First place 
rc .. ei,es $~5. second plo~ce 
receives $15, and third place 
receives S I 0 fhc Wlnners '"ere 
first place. Rena;: Kroll, second 
place Ttffan) N 1elsen and third 
place Kurt Boettger. Congratu­
lations to the '"inners and thank 
you to all who part1c1pated 
The D1stnct looks fomard to 

holdmg the essay contest agam 
next y.:ar 
The followmg is the winning 

essay by Renae Kroll of Shelby 
She is the daughter of Ron and 
Sheila Kroll and IS a semor at 
A-H-S-T H1gh School Her 
teacher IS Mr Hardist) 
"Everyday millions of people 

go to their smks and tum on 
the1r chrome faucets. Water 
automatically begms streammg 
steadily out. Yet, do any of these 

people ~top to thmk about where 
this water is coming from? 
Yle\\Cd from space, the Earth 

appears to be a blue and \\hite 
sphere - blue from \\ater and 
white from '"ater vapor Water 
makes up approx1matcl) 70 
percent of Earth Ho\\ever, less 
than 2 percent 1s fresh usable 
water lh1s small amount keeps 
all the \\orld ~ agrio..ultural. 
manufacturing, commulllt) and 
personal household needs 
operatmg 
Water cons~ .,_au on needs to be 

stressed 1f we want to continue 
ha\ mg a ste 1d) stream of"' ater 
running from our laucets. 
Ever) In mg orgamsm needs 

water to surv1ve. The earliest 
ci' ilizations thri\ed \\here there 
was a constant water suppl} 
Man} of them built the1r homes 

·near large lakes or nvers. When 
the1r \\ater supply ''as depleted, 
overused, or became scarce, they 
often suffered greatly or came 
close to extinction. In the near 
future, there is the poss1bilit) 
that we \\ill see water rationing 
or even limitations to \\hen 
'"ater can be used. However, we 
should also understand that 
water is abundant; it just isn't in 
the right places at the nght 
times. The greatest majorit) of 
our water is frozen in glaciers or 
full of salt in our \\Orld ·s oceans. 
Of the remaining \\ater, most 
ex1sts as water vapor; this leaves 
veT) linlc for human usc and 
consumption 
When we turn on our faucets. 

\\C generall} don't think (\\icc 
about \\here water comes from. 
Most people don't realize the 
long path that the water takes 
pnor to entenng our homes 

Before fresh water enters our 
homes, 11 endures a length} 
samtallon, filtering, and treat­
ment process Then the water 
travels through m1les and miles 
of p1pes and tunnels 
Upon entenng our homes, much 

ofth1s \\ater winds up tl0\\111" 

down smk drams unused 
Wasung prec1ous fresh \\atcr IS 

becommg a Significant problem 
in man) homes across the \\orld 
Honestly. think about how many 
times }Ou turn on a hot \\ater 
faucet and wa1t for the water to 

Woodbine Oil Company 

- Top Quality Fuel 
- Fast, Efficient Service 

Dn· ight & Marian Mills 
712-647-2217 • Woodbine, IA 

get hot before usmg it. he 
m1t1al blast ol cold water rushes 
out of the iaucet, and most of 
the ttme you JUSt ""atch II no,, 
dO\\ n the dram No''· think 
about ho"' much ,.,ater 1s being 
\\asted b) doing this T1c 
largest percent of our frcsh\\atcr 
1s ''a..~ ted e'en be lore b.:1ng put 
to usc. 
Each of us can take Simple 

household chores and turn them 
mto \\atcr consen at10n projects 
For mstance, '"hen brushmg 
'our teeth tum ollthc \\ atcr 
faucet until you arc ready to usc 
it. One can sa' c one half gallon 
of water per time brushmg, if he 
or she turns otr the ''atcr Also 
wait to turn on a dishwasher 
until there is a full load of dirt\ 
dishes. Instead of using a high­
powered ~prayer to get stuck-on 
food off of dishes, scrape the 
dishes '' 1th a scrub brush before 
putting them m the d1shwashcr 
Lik.c,.,.ise, most dishwashers 
have a water saving cycle Usmg 
th1s cycle each lime you run 
your dishwasher can save 
gallons of water 
Another s1mple consen at ion 

techmque that can be used in the 
kitchen is not to run water 
continuously when washmg 
dishes by hand To rinse dishes, 
simply fill the empt} side of the 
smk half lull and u~c lhat water 
to rinse all of your d1shes These 
elemental) prtlcedures can 
msure that you are doing your 
part to conserve water. From the 
begmning of time, \\ater has 
been important to human 
surv1val We use \\ater for food, 
cleanmg, personal care and 
manufactunng Without an 
adequate water suppl}, none of 
these would exist. llumans 
\\Ould ha\e to search for ne'" 
water sources or find new 
techmqucs for punf)mg water 
Both of these would be very 

cost!), Each and ever) one of us 
can do a part to insure that water 
will be plenutul for generations 
to come Water conservation IS 

the key to keepmg a health> and 
plentiful supply of water" 

HUSZ 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 

44214 ld lew ood Road 
Oakla nd, Iowa 

LOWELL (BUTCH) HUSZ 
712-482-6852 

TIM HUSZ 
712-484-3435 

Tis the season. For native grass seedings that is. A truck 
deliver~ a stack of native grass seed to the East 
Pottawa ttamieNRCS office in OakJand. The muture was 
claimed by area farmers to plant in some of their CRP 
acres or other ground 

E N VIRO NM E N TALLY ORIVE N 

T E C H N 0 L 0 G Y 

A new environmentally driven technology is 
evolving. It involves a new way of thinking about 

and managing your crops. It provides you the 
opportunity for long term profitability and 
environmental stewardship for the land. 

It is AG-21 . 
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Pottawattamie County Supervisor candidates respond to questions 
On Tuesda} June 6, \>Oters w1ll 

go to the polls m lovva 's pnmal) 
electio.1s Pottawattam1e County 
voters vv1ll have the opportunit} 
to select their candidates for 
County Supen 1sor 
A lield ofnmc men have 

dl.'clared their candidacy for the 
t\\O open positions on the board. 
!here arc e1ght Republicans 
seeking to be on the fall ballot 
and one Demo<.:rat \vho 1s 
running unopposed for h1s 
part} ·s nominatiOn. 
The Quad Count) Conservation 

News asked all nine candidates 
to lill out a quest1onna1re and 
submit a photo The tollowmg 
candidates responded to our 
request . 

Name: R1ch,ud N. Baber, 
Counc1l Bluffs 
EducatiOn: Lamoni, Iowa 

Public School, graduated 
Graceland College in Larnom, 
Iowa. 
Family married to wife, Belt), 

since I 958; two grown children 
and six grandchi ldren 
Part) affiliation. Republican 
Organizations and activities: 

Past pres1dent Missoun Valley 

ProfessiOnal Soc1et) Member 
Counc1l Blu11s Chamber of 
Commerce 
\.\h) arc }OU running for 

Supervisor? To introduce some 
ne" 1deas to count~ govern 
mcnt, to mal..e 1t more eftic1cnt 
and respons1ve to the count\ 
taxpa~ er We need better com­
munication throughout the 
departments. 
\\hat role do } OU feel the 

count) ' hould pia) in encour­
aging \oil and n atcr con sen a­
liOn and wildlife habitat? We 
need to ensure the con sen atlon 
practices should contmuc We 
need to 1mprove rural wat.:r 
dewlopment to attract economic 
development and maintain the 
habitat tor wildlife I thin!.. there 
should he a stud) made to 
explore establishing a Southwest 
Iowa Rcsecvoir some\\ hen. 
along the West Nishnabotna 
River to keep waters from 
lloodml! 
What i~sues do }OU belie' c 

'' ill be most important to 
Pottanattamic Count) voters 
in the ned four year~? Prop­
crt} tax rehef tor the smaller 
commumues m the county and 
estabhshmg nc''· smaller 
busmesses for manufacturing 
and warchous10g We also need 
to mamtam 10lrastructure such 
as the count) road S}~tcm. We 
also need to help commumues 
'"lth the1r own 10frastructure 
such as water systems and stonn 
SC\\ers 
Stan Grote 
Name Stanlc} H Grote. 

Council Bluffs 
Education: Iowa State Umver­

sit}. B S with a rumor 10 
agronomy. 
Family: Wile Donna Marned 

48 years \v1th tour ch1ldren and 

Without the farmers who 
strive to conserve our land 
and its resources, we could 

not do business! 
We thank them for 

their efforts! 

BUNGE 
CORPORATION 

19560 Bunge Avenue • Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 
712-366-3600 800-373-0036 

nine grandchildren 
Party affiliation· Republican 

Or~anilations 
l mted State~ \nn:r Resen c 
(reured after 30 year~ ) Rotary 
Club. J>otta"anamie <..ount} 
l·mpo\\enncnt Board (chair­
man). Council Bluth llealth 
Lare C. llnic hoard 
Wh) are )OU runmng for 
<;upcr~ isor'1 I am current!) a 
memhcr of the board and" 111 be 
completing rn} eighth year this 
) ear I cnjo) the challenges We 
have a lot of actiVIt) in this 
count} and I would like to see 
our current plans accomplished. 
Whal role do you feel the 

counh should pia) in encour­
aging soil and water conscn a­
t ion and \\ ildlife hahitat? We 
ha\.e a vel) acll\>e role m these 
areas 15 percent of our optional 
sales tax revenue goes to these 
activities. We are a very active 
member in the Hungl) Canyons 
1\ lliance Our count} was 
IOStrumental 10 the creation of 
this alliance and we and I, went 
to Wash10gton. D C on several 
occas1ons to secure Federal 
fund10g Our Hitchcock Nature 
Area 1s of great pnde to us and 
the c1t1zens of the county Our 
naturalist is vel) acu-.e in the 
school and other interested 
groups. We created a wildlife 
fish10g area near Carson This 
was a cooperative activit} with 
the Consenation CommissiOn 
and the County Road Depart­
ment We lool.. fomard to 
work10g w 1th the Loess Hills 
Alliance to preservt! selected 

and umque areas of the Loess 
Hills 
What issue' do ) ou believe 

n ill be important to the 
count)" in nevt four) ear\" 
Managmg our grov\1h will be an 
ISSue, how to continue to gro\\ 
and still maintain our qualit) of 
life Manag10g the conumung 
urbanll.ation of the county and 
still rccognm:o the rural hentage 
Educat10g and 10volvmg urban 
dY.ellers as to the necessit) and 
enJoyment ot our outdoor and 
wildlife acti' ities 

Melvyn Houser 
Name Meh}n Houser 

Carson 
Education : Carson­

Macedoma H1gh School. three 
}ears at lov~a State Umverslt), 
class of 1968 

Famil} \1lrned to vvife, 
LaRue for 26 years. Three sons, 
'\dam Jake and Michael. fanns 
wnh lather and l\\O brothers on 
a fourth generation fann in 
Grove To ... ,n,hlp 
Part} affiliation Republican. 
Organizations and acti~ itlcs: 

Nine )Cars of the Carson­
Macedonia Board of Education. 
Carson Umtcd Methodist 
Church finance Committee, 
adm1mstrau"e council and 
currently sen mg as d1rector of 
the Bell Cho1r 
Wh} a re )OU runlllng for 

Supen isor? Past experiences 
on boards proved fulfilling No" 
expandmg that role I also cnJO} 
workmg w1th and for people. 
What role do you feel the 

count} s hould pia} in encour­
aging ~oil and water conserva­
tion and wildlife habitat? 
Work closely with the NRCS 
and DNR to set an example with 
Roadside \1anagement and plant 
nattve grasses and forbs. Always 
be a'vare of an} env 1ronmental 
1mpact of any development 
whether it be pubhc lands or 
private. "Even though a fanner 
owns the land, he docs not own 
the d1rt or the '"ater or the air It 
1s evCI)One·s responsibiht} to be 
good stewards." 

lfl~to WALKER 

CONSTRUCTION 

SOIL 
CONSERVATION 
OF ALL KINDS 

GERALD L. RING 

Neola, Iowa 51559 
Shop: 712-485-2247 
Home: 712-485-2022 

SERVICE 
"Your Full 

Service Station" 

• Lubrication 
• Ignition 
• Brakes 
• Tire Repair 
• Wrecker Service 

Highway 30 • Woodbine 
712-647-9921 

What issues do you believe 
will be molt! important to 
count} voters in the next four 
year\? Tax abatements, property 
taxes ment21 health funding, 
ruraltonmg (urban sprawl, hog 
confinements, etc ) and ceo· 
nomic de\elopment 

Delbert King 

arne: bert Kmg. Hancod 
Education 12 years Hancocl.. 

School 
Fam1l} \\1fe, Doroth) T'hree 

sons and mnc grandchildren. 
F ostcr parents for the past 16 
>ear:.. 
Part) affiliation Republican 

party. 
Organization and activities: 

Cha1nnan of the administrati"e 
Board of Hancock United 
Methodist Church; Navy 
veteran Adjutant I lancock 
Legion Post 720; 1 rcasurt!r 
Hancock Alumni; Past president 
of the East J>otta\\a«amit! Fann 
Bureau, member of the Knights 
of P) th1as Lodge. 
Why arc you running for 

Supervisor " 
I To encourage econom1c 

development. 
2. Accountabilit} on ho\\ all 

tax dollars are spent. 
3. Communication between the 

count) supervisors and depart­
ments 
4 Equal and fair treatment of 

all residents of the count} 
What role do you feel tbe 

count) should pla)c in encour­
aging soil and water conltcrva­
tion and ~~ ildlife habitat" The 
count} should work o be an 
advocate for the protector of 
natural resources and wildlife 
and to keep funding consen·a­
tion and "ildlife project' 
\\hat issues do > ou believe 

will be mo~l important to the 
count) in the nevi four) ears" 

I Urban Expansion 
:! Econom1c dev clopment 
3 \\'ater qua lit) 

Ken Ledvina 
Name: Ken Ledvina, Avoca 
Education: BS in ag education 

and BS in diary sc1ence from 
Iowa State University. 
Family: Married to wife, 

Marc1a, for 16 years no ch1ldren 
Party affiliation: Republican 
Organizations and activities: 

County Republican party activist 
for the last eight years. Worked 
(Contmued on next page) 
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Supervisor candidates answer questions, continued 
of Bus10ess \llanagement '\ssoc•atton of F1re F•ghters, 

(Continued from previous page) county's dad) operations Th1s are getung a la"orablc return on Family: Married, three chi!- member of the local IS, lntema-
tor Congressman Gan~ke'~ \\Ould also 10clude restonng the1r IO"cstm~nt of tax dollars. dren tiona! Fire Fighters Union; 
campaign for the past three honesty and mtegnt) back into The Board of Supen•sors Party affiliation: Republican YMCA volunteer coach of youth 
election~: gett10g sign loca- count) government Another s_hould explore grant options Organizations and activities: sports and Democrat prec10ct 
tions, helping orgamze local goal1s to mvohe more resi- from the State and federal Youth coach for 22 years c.apta1n for Gamer !''>1.-p 
activ ities. also helped with all dents m county gov c~mcnt by programs to further supplement Why arc you running for Why are you runnin~ for 
local and national candidates b) 1mplementmg some mght these tax revenues. F10all), Supcn isor? To help the county Supen isor ? I am runmng for the 
finding sign locatiOns for them. meetings, thus allowmg people Pottawattam1e County needs to 10 enllcmg busmess to move to Pottawattamle Count} Board of 
Member of Grace Baptist vvho work dunng the day to be aggress1v ely market Its location our county Th•s ""'II help create Supervisors because I truly enJOY 
Church m Harlan and a member able to atten? without havmg to and sen1ce ~o potential mves- good-paymgjobs and help public se~ICt.. I have been retired, 
of the Church Trustee Board. I take time oft from work tors and bus10esses m order to lessen residential tax burden due to an mJury, from the Council 
am currently working full ume What role do .)OU feel the cont10ue economic expansion. What role do you feel the Bluffs Fire Dep~ment I feel :hat 
as an auto· diesel mechanic county should play in eneour- county should play in encour- I have a lot to offer our cou?IY 

aging soil and 'llater conser- Abe Parkins aging soil a nd nater conserva- and the ab11ity to g1ve full ttmc to 

Why arc you running for 
Supervisor? I bclie"l-e that 11 IS 
•mportant to have representa­
tion from all areas and have 
mdividuals who are respons1ve 
to the people that elect them 
What role do )OU feel the 

county should play in en cour­
aging soi l and natcr conser­
vation nnd wildlife h a hitn t ? 

The countv board needs to have 
a plan in place that \\Ill protect 
environmentally sensitive areas 
vv hilt bemg careful to protect 
the nghts of proper!) owners, 
as vv ell a bem sure tl' tt tax 
dollars that are collected for 
conscn auon resources are 
spent on those resources. 
\\hat issues do you bclieH 

''"ill be mo\t important to 
count\ voters in the next four 
}Car,·• 1 ., co c to 
nund immeciatcl): Hm\ the 
hoard 11 ill 11orJ... to pre~en e the 
Loe~s Hills area and hov\ the 
board \\Ill deal V\1th the use of 
gaming tunds to gl\ c true 
proper!) 1 •~ relief 

Dan Newby 
'lame D n Nevv b). Council 

Bluffs. 
Education: Bachelor of Arts 

in l· ducauon from the llniH~r­
sit) ofNorthem lov\a 
Famil) Smgle Immediate 

family lives out of state 
Part) a ffil iation: Republican 
Organi.Jations and activltic~ : 

Dare 10structor Police Benevo­
lent Assoc1at•on, Police New:.­
Jetter Cartoonist, Police Mob1le 
Video Instructor, Adopt-a­
Highway trash p1ck-up volun­
teer, Jaycee Underprivileged 
children's Christmas spree 
volunteer Chanticleer Theater 
volunteer usher. 
Wb) arc you running for 

Supervisor ? My goal as 
Supervisor would be bring back 
"Fi~cal ResponsJbi1it}" to the 

vation and wildlife habitat? Name· Abe Parkins, Council tion and ,, ildlife habitat? It the board 
Coordmatlon of natural re- Bluffs should be one of the front- What role do you feel the 
source programs needs to occur Family w1fe and daughter runners m this area because of count} should play in cncourag-
bet\\.een Pottawattamie Count}. age 2. the adverse effect 11 will have on ing soi l and water conservation 
the state of Iowa and cities Part.) affiliation: Rcpablican. e"erythmg else that vv.c do. and wildlife habitat ? I feel that 
within our count) The Board of Organirations: Church What issues do you believe conservation IS the number one 
SuperviSOrs should undertake Why arc you running for nill be mo't important to prionty. Th1s IS where "1.\C live, 
the role ofmtegraung these Supervisor ? lo correct many county voters in the next four work and play. It IS our respons•-
programs across the govern- problems at the courthouse O"l.er year \? Expandmg our tax base bllity as citizens to preserve and 
mental umts, so that the most taxauon and etc Spendmg too would be my number one protect our county for our chil-
benefit can be gamed by all much money. priont). then improvement of dren and their children. I support 
mvolved. These resources have What r ole do ) ou feel t he county roads and dramage shelter belt!>, run oft set aside and 
to be protected nov. in order to county sh ould play in encour- ditches would be number two no-till 1 hope to be a leader who 
avo1d ecolog•cal problems in aging sot I and n a ter con)cn a- will generate revenue to support 
the future that may never be lion and wildlife habitat? !'he Steven Gorman and help farmers with these 
corrected. For example once Feds are domg fine Name: Ste"l-en frances programs 
corporate hog lot waste reaches What issu es w.U be tmpor- Gorman, Counctl Bluffs. What issues do you believe wiU 
a certain point, that area ·s land tant in the n c'<l four year s? Education Currently attendmg be important to county voters in 
and water can ne"l-er be restored Ta:~.es are too h1gh Ta)lor the undergraduate program at the ne\t four years? First and 
to the original pristine condi- County costs $7.85 per acre for IWCC 1981 graduate of Saint foremost will wages. The wages 
t10n. Most mdl\idual lando\vn- farm taxes. Pott IS $20 Alberts High School in Council ofPottawattamie lag beh10d most 
ers Will show pndc m the1r M GI d Blufls. counues within the state This can 
land, v\hereas some corporate Pat c a e Family: M) w1te Chris only be accomplished with new 
hog farms will let bonom-line Gorman, 1s :1 teacher in the and diverse industry The ep•-
prolits out\vcigh environmental Council Bluffs school system. demic problems surrounding 
concerns. The board mu~t be She 1s vv.orl..ing on a Masters methamphetam10es. Our count) 
mvohed in what Clllzens are Program at UNO. We have two roads and lJ••dgcs need constant 
domg and not domg, to protect children. Jonathan 1s none years attention. The millions of dollars 
;esources that may affect old and mthlrd grade Our of new construction in the county 
surround10g areas and mdividu- dauRhter Shea 1s four years old 1s not be10g properly inspected 
als. Organizations and activihc\: Currently only wells and sepuc 
What issue\ do )OU bclicH Licensed electrical journeyman. systems are being inspected I 

''ill be m O)t Important to reured L.ouncil Bluffs fire belie\e \\C need to look into 
count~ \Otcr~ in the next fou r fighter, licensed EMT and adoptmg state building codes as a 
) ears? Tax do lar uulizauon volunteer lire lighter tor the m1mmum to protect and better 
\\ill still remain th~: largest Shelh) community for three sen·e the consumers o! our 
concern Th stakes the form of \1cmher of the Iovva count). 
how the re.,cnues are bcmg Name: Pat McGlade Council 
raiseo spe 11 and \\hat the Bl ;lls 
count) 1s domg to generate Fuucation: 19/H grad of 
other 50Urces of inlome VotCr5 A I HS dasses at I\\ CC in 
vvant to be able to ~~e that the) ph• osop 1, pS)Ce, Gi\1 College 

"A good neighbor 
to bartk on" 

CALL US 
TODAY FOR 
ALL YOUR 

REAL ESTATE 
FINANCING 

NEEDS 

21 N Mam 
Dcm\<'fl. lA 514-11 
(712) 263·5685 

M~mbef FDIC 
Lqwl OpD<lilunil} lender 

E-m31l CGSB a ptonctnet 

Crop 
Production 

Fertilizers, Chemicals 
Scouting, Custom Application, 

GPS and Other Agronomic Services 

712-741-5473 or 1-800-578-2902 
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Enjoys time on SWCD board 

Williams learns from experiences as bottom ground farmer, commissioner 
by Joyce Bohnker 

As riders on the famous bike 
ride across Iowa soon find out, 
western Iowa is generally pretty 
hilly. It doesn't take long to 
skim across the flat M1ssour1 
River bottom ground, but pretty 
soon your climbing some pretty 
steep h1lls. 
That IS the ground most 

fanners in the Quad-County 
area know, the hills requmng 
terraces, buffer str1ps, no-till 
and lots of visits to the NRCS 
office for advice and cost/share 
But there arc a few farmers in 
eastern Pottawattarme and 
eastern Hamson Count) that 
fann only the llat bottom 
ground. 
Rand) Withams used to be 

such a fanner. Although he now 
fanns some land m the hills too, 
when he first started f<~rming he 
knew only h1s father's bottom­
land ground So it seems strange 
that this stranger to terraces 
became a Soil and Water 
Conservation District Comrms­
s•oner 
"When I first started on the 

board SIX years ago, I wasn't 
really familiar with a lot of the 
programs," he said 
Williams spent a few years as a 

trucker before taking over the 
operation of his father's fann in 
1982. 
" I always wanted to farm," he 

said. " I loved it growmg up, But 
I wasn't old enough when my 
Dad first retired in I 977. I was 
only 16 ... 
By 1982 he \\as ready for the 

challenge of farming, and of 

course dunng he early '80s, 
farming was about as challeng­
ing as it gets 
lie was fortunate enough to 

p1ck up some good used 
equ1pment from farmers going 
out of bus mess and he was then 
able to pick up some rented 
ground and expand h1s opera­
tion. 
When then District Conserva­

tiOniSt L)le Petersen asked him 
1f he would cons1der running 
for a teml as SWCD Commis­
Sioner 10 1994, W 1lhams 
decided to giVe It a try. 
Now half of the land W1lhams 

farms is 10 the h1lls and he has 
had terraces, waterways and 
contour butTer strips 10stalled 
But 10 1994 he felt preny 
green. " I hadr. 't utilized the 
serv 1ce prior to bc10g a com­
missioner •'ve learned a lot 
be 10g on the board and I've 
enJoyed it," he said 

However, he is not plann10g to 
seck another term on the board 
"I still do some truck10g w1th 
my younger brother and w1th 
farming and truck10g, it's just 
too much," he sa1d 
W1lliams believes the work of 

the SWCD and the Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service is Important He has 
also watched it expand 10to the 
bottom ground in recent years 
with programs such as the fi lter 
strips along the creeks and 
rivers and wetland protection 
areas. 
He has seen the value ofbe10g 

able to provide more cost-share 
funds to farmers through the 

Midstates Bank, N.A. 

Four Convenient LocatiOns toSerw You 

Citi=ens NatiOnal Bank ·fvoca 
First !vational Bank. tfissoun Valley 

First NatiOnal Bank of \fonda min 
H01lan.\'atJOnal Bank. Harlan 

Commited to Providing You 
Quality Customer Service. 

SWCD's share of the 
Ponawattamie County Local 
Option Sales Tax (Losn. 
"It has been quite a change. At 

first, we had only x number of 
dollars available for terraces. 
Now LOST g1ves us so much 
more money We have been 
able to do a lot of conservation 
proJects with that money," he 
said. 
He saw his main respons1b1hty 

as a commiSSIOner was to 
oversee the allocation of that 
money "We want to see 1t go 
for the best proJects we could 
Of course, most of it went to 
terraces, but we also put 10 a 
few structures (dams). but they 
are more difficult to get 
through," he sa1d 
Another big area of concern 1n 

West Pottawattamie Count) 1s 
the encroachment of the City on 
to what was once farmland 
Counc1l Bluffs has been 
expand10g and land developers 
have been buy10g up whole 
farms to turn mto housmg 
tracts and bus10esses. 
"The developers come to us 

and want to take out all tl:e 
terraces. We make them have a 
full soil control plan 1n place 
and make them pay back the 
entire amount of cost-share if 
the 20-year ma10tenance 
agreement is still ;n place," he 
said. 
Williams said the commiSSion­

ers understand that terraces 
may not fi t into a hous10g 
developers plan, but erosion 
control is as Important 10 urban 
areas as in rural areas. It was 
for this reason they dec1ded not 
to prorate the cost-share money 
owed by looking at how many 
years \\Cre left of the 20 year 
contract 
He sa1d being on the board has 

gtven h1m a ne\\ appreciation 
for the \vheels and cogs of 
government work. "I can see all 
the channels a proJect has to go 
through It's not just a matter of 
wanting to do someth10g. It has 

arrvMalona 
Bulldozing 

Terraces • 
Waterways 

General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague 
Dunlap, lA 51529 

712-643-2281 

to go through the proper proce­
dure." 

Williams wil l not be on the 
November ballot, but he hopes 
someone w1ll step up to take his 
place. 

He said, ' 'I'm glad I had the 
opportunity to do it. I under­
stand how the SWCD and 
NRCS work and all the good 
they' re doing for the county 1 
would encourage someone to 
run for the position." 

Randy Williams on his home farm near the Missouri 
River. 

Vorthmann is West Pott SWCD 
scholarship recipient for 2000 
Mitchell Vonhmann of rural 

Council Bluffs was selected by 
the West Ponawattamie SWCD 
Commissioners as their scholar­
ship recip1ent. Mitchell wi ll 
graduate from Treynor H1gh 
School this May and plans to 
attend Iowa State University this 
fall "Because I love animals 
dearly, I have decided that I 
want to become a veterinarian," 
states Mitchell. 

Mitchell has been involved in 
numerous activities throughout 
h1s h1gh school years. He was 
1n band, Jazz band. wrestling, 
and golf He was a member of 
FeiiO\'•Shlp of Chnstlan Ath­
letes, Nallonal Honor Soc1ety, 
and an Amcncan Lcg1on Boys 
Stater. Mitchell's hobbies 
mclude hunting, fishing, and 
pia) ing \\ ith animals 
Mitchell's career goals arc to 

finish college with high marks 
and then practice \'eterinaf) 
mcd1c10e. He \vould like to 
open a clinic near his hometown 
in order to be near his tamil) 
1\fitchell states, ·J ha\e \\anted 

to be a vetennarian for as long 
as I can remember. I have 
always loved ammals and have 
wanted to help them since I was 
in elementary school " In 
addition to th1s career Mitchell 
would also like to go 10to 
politics and try to help the 
country with the 1ssues It faces. 
"Lately I dec1ded I also wanted 

to go mto poli tics because man) 
poht1c1ans are corrupt The 
country needs a 'regular guy 
with good morals to make an 
impact on life,"says Mitchell 
Mitchell is the son of Stanley 

Vorthmann and the late Vrrgm1a 
Vorthmann Mitchell has one 
brother and three SISters. 
Mitchell will recetve a$ I 00 

check from the D1stnct to be 
used for college 

His scholarship application 
will be submitted to the Conser­
vation Districts of Iowa Re­
gional Director. The Regional 
Director will choose one 
applilatlon from approximate!) 
20. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

1366 Osage Trail 
Woodbine, lA 51579 
712-047-3055 
Pat Dubas • Dale Funk 

Visitors always welcome 
Purebred & Commeric;~l 
Charola1s Cattle 
Since 1978 ' 

Annual Bull Sale 
1st Tuesday In March each year 

, 
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Jensen learns about FSA frolll the ''inside'' 
by Joyce Bohnker 

For most of her adult life 
Marian Jensen has been a full­
time farmer's wife. Before that, 
she was a farmer's daughter 
As a true partner in her 

husband's farming operation. 
she was very famtliar with the 
Farm Service Agency "l would 
walk in, sign my LOP (Loan 
Deficiency Payment) and ask 
'where's my money?'," she 
remembers 
Then just about a year ago, 

Jen~en. who farms near 
Underwood, got to see a whole 
other side to the FSA office- the 
inside. 
She became a temporary part­

time employee at the FSA 
office. "I decided to apply for 
the posiuon because it was part­
time and temporary We liked 
the tdea of some extra money 
commg in, but \\C didn't. 1-now 
it r could be gone from the 
farm." she said 
Jensen and her husband, 

Robert M. Jensen, have a 
farmmg opcrauon north of 
Underwood The) plant the 
traditional row crops of com 
and soy beans, plus they plant 
hay, keep a CO\\/calfherd and 
run a hog farrowing operatiOn 
Before they were married, she 

had worked at an abstract offi ce 
in Council Bluffs. But it wasn't 
too long after her marnagc, that 
she became a full-time farmer's 
wife and an active partner in the 
farming activities. 
" I took over the hog farrowing 

operation," she satd "And o-..cr 
the years, I've incorporated 
chemicals and done a lot of 
things on the farm" 
As the Jensen farm operation 

began S\\itching to no-till, it 
became a httle less labor 
intensive. But she still kept 
thmgs mO\ ing from farm to 
farm, deli\ering supplies, 
runnmg errands and keeping up 
wtth the hog farrowmg 
Even after the birth of thctr 

son, 16 years ago, Jensen 
remamed active in the farmtng 
operation. "Hes a real farm 
type kid," she said "\Ve put the 
car seat in the combme and 
'' ent to the field ." 
But nO\\ that their son ts 16, he 

ts able to help hts dad on the 
farm, freeing :-.1om to go to 
town to work. 
Jensen has found it a far 

dtfferent expencncc to be on the 
other side of the counter "I had 
no idea of all the check mg. the 
re-check mg. the reports and the 
paperwork mvolved," she said. 

She added, "Working at the 
FSA has really given me a 
whole ne'' appreciation of 
government office workers, we 
work with the NRCS, the 
dtstnct office, the state office, 
the whole structure " 
As a pan-time worker, Jensen 

has a variety of duties at the 
FSA. She says she does "what­
e-..er the) asi- me to do." It 
generally involves a lot of 
checkmg on the LOPs, mailing, 
filmg, helping people at the 
counter and anS\\ermg phones. 
One day Jensen saw a Oyer 

seeking entnes for an FSA 
photo contest. She thoughttt 
\\Ould be fun to enter "I tal-e 
ptctures all the ttme. but I never 
do anythmg with them," she 
sat d. 
She \\ent through her albums 

at home and then brought a few 
of her photos to work. Office 
workers helped her choose a 
couple of photos to enter in the 
dtfferent categories. 
To her great surprise, she \\On 

three second place award-; and 
one first place a\\ard Her first 
place a\\Jrd was in the farrmng 
operattons category. It was 
entttled "Ftrst Day of Han·est" 
and sho\\ed her husband and 
son harvesting corn on a fall 

West Pottawattamie SWCD financial report, 1998 
1-M Operattng Budget FY98 

Allocation (7/97) 
Supplemenul Allocatrons 
Commrssroners' Travel 

(7-1-97 10 6-30-98) 
$2,500 

Office Supphes, Expenses. Dues 
Rec.~lled by DSC 

$2,200 00 
$1,183.53 
$2,124.88 
$1,391 59 
sooo Balance Unobligated 6t30198 

J-M Cost-S bare Budgets FY98 
97-98 Vol IFIP (7-1·97 to 6-30-98) 
Allocation (7/97) $41.035 00 
Supplemental Allocatron $52,988 00 
Obligated/Completed Projects $92,6-11 25 
Recalled by DSC SO 00 
Balance Unobligated 6/30'98 Sl,381 75 
96-97 Vol. IFIP (7-1-96to 6-30-98) 
Allocauon (7196) $41.035 00 

$97,463.00 
S55 41 
$18,319 52 
$4,023.07 

Supplemental Allocation 
Obhgated1Completcd ProJeCts 
Recalled b} DSC 
Balance Unobligated 6130/98 

95-96 Vol. IFI P 
Allocauon {7195) 
Supplemental Allocatrons 
Obligated/Completed ProJeCts 
Recalled by DSC 
OaJance Unobligated 6130198 
94-95 Vol. IFIP 
Allocauon (7,94) 
Supplemental Allocatron 
Obhgated/Complcted ProJects 
Recalled by DSC 

(7·1·95 to 6-30-98) 
S40,760 00 
$64 770 00 
$100,762.38 
S2,664 87 
S2,102.75 

(7-1-94 to 6-30-98) 
S37.585.00 
$69,937.00 
SI00,055.00 
S7.467 00 
sooo Balance Unobligated 6130/98 

REAl' Cos t-Sharr Budgets FY 98 
Pr~clices (7-1-97 to 6-30-98) 
Allocation (7197) $8,015 00 
Completed Terrace ProJects $6,1 88 50 
Comp. Tree Planting.s/Windbrcaks $700.00 
Recalled by DSC Sl . l26.50 
Balance Unobligated 6130 198 SO 00 
Foratry/NatlnGrasscs (7-t-97to 6-30-98) 
Allocation (7197) Sl ,808 SO 
Completed Tr~ Planungs (612) $1 ,3 15.32 
Completed Windbreaks (3 80) SO 00 
Recalled by DSC $493 18 
Balance Unobligated 6130198 SO 00 
Other State Cost.Share Budgets 
No-lntemt Lou Program (1-1-98 to 12-31-98) 
Allocation (5/98) S5,500 00 
Obligated/Completed Projc:cts SO 00 
Balance Unobligated 12/31198 $9,309 80 

County Cost-Share Budgets 
Poua .. attamic C ounty Lout Option 
S ales Tax (L.O.S.T.) Fund (1-1·98 to 12-3 1-98) 
Balance 111/98 $109,41250 
Alloc~uons $101,324.59 
General S 19,800.50 
SummerTemces $20,532.00 
lemce Reparr $20,529.39 
Structure(s) S-19,480.50 
Office Equrpmenl SO 00 
Balance Unobligated 12/31/98 $169,355 70 

Summary of 1998 PrOJCC" 
Projects (I (,98to 12/'ll/98) !'lumber Amoual l.nrt 
No-lill 82.000 acres 
Stale Cost·'iharc Je.raccs 187,516 reel 
State No·lnterc~tl uans 10,375 I· eel 
County Co<t-Share Terraces 42,325 feet 
County Cost·Share Rcparrs 527 Breaks 
County Co~t-Share Stru~ture> I 4,850 s 
County Structure Milmtenancc I 130 s 
Federal Cost-Share Terraces 6,170 Feet 
Non Cost-Share Terraces 0 I' eel 
State Basins 0 
Structure> Dcsrgncd 
Windbreaks 5 50 Acres 
CRP Contracts Accepted 6 212 Acres 
CRP Conunuous Srgn-up 4 30 Acres 

1998 Pcnonncl 
Dis trict Comm rssioncn 
Randy Will rams, Crescent lO\\mhrp Chainnan 
Mark Schncpel, Srlver Creek Townshrp Vice Charnnan 
John M. Dca, Mmdcn ToYo1lShrp Treasurer 
Dan McGiM, Gamer Townshrp lreasurer 
Roben F Young, Lewis Township Commrssroner 
Roben M . Jensen, Neola Township Ass't Comm 
Chnt Goos, Keg Creek Township Ass't Comm 
lliRCS 
Lmda Pomerlee 
Tom Bonoms 
Cmdy Jones 
County 

District Conscrvalronrst 
Soil Conscrvallomst Tech 
Soil Conscrvattontsl Tech 

Julia Gubbels 
State 
Tracy Bruun 

Resource Planner 

District Sc:crelal') 

morning. 
Wmmng the photo contest was a 

unique bonus to work10g at the 
FSA, but Jensen has found other 
rewards as well 
She enJoys the camaraderie 

between the FSA stafi" and NRCS 
stafl' who actuall) have to share 
office space 10 the West 
Potta\\.attamie office 10 Council 
Bluffs. 
"We answer each other's phones 

'"hen necessary. Go to the counter 
and help each other f'rom what 
I've heard. I believe we're umque 
in that. It's not like any other 
office I've heard of and s10cc 
'"e 've doubled the staff at the 
FSA, the NRCS has had to be 
very comprom1s10g. 

Working with the conservation 
staff has been made easier by 
Jensen's own tamtliauty with 
conservation practtces. She and 

her husband have long been 
practtctng conservattontsts, 
terracmg thetr farm, domg no­
till and whatever else was 
necessary to conserve the sot! 
Her husband has served as an 

asststant S01l and Water Dtstnct 
Commtsstoner. 

Jensen also belteves her 
expenence on the farm help~ her 
with her \Wrk and dealing with 
the FSA customers 
"I was really surpnsed by how 

man)' ofthem I kne\\ already," 
she satd "I think some of the 
farmers appreciated that r knew 
thetr stde " 
Jensen doesn't kno'" how long 

her posttlon \\til last, but she 
says she will always apprectate 
how much she has learned about 
the go .... emment programs during 
her tenure 

Marian Jensen 
JOHN DEERE 

165 TO 23S HP 8000 TEN 
SERIES TRACTORS 

DR Wheels or Tracks 

,. tiJgh till capa('lly up 
to 15.650 pounds em 
llll.ll; I modC' I s 

R<'l<J>Ollstve steer Ulf.{ 

S,YSIA:•m lets yOU ft. t h< 'I Ill 

tnu\Snusston gear 
selection 

~ New httch dampenmg 
•mpt'OVtlS haru;port :st.ab1hty 
and nde q\tahtv 

lllll\01 COI'I'l'C'IiOilS 01 m,lkl' • 
SliiX'I·SI.t<ti~ht mws 

NE'w Httch Shp Command 
comp<'nsatcs for changmg 
track- m· wheel-slip 
COIIdil.iOru; 

~ l·'i.ngPrllp II adOI ' <.x>nlt'OIS 

• Exc-hrsl\'f' n,•w Automaltc 
l-'<l\\'t'IShlft oplliTUa>S • UnobstruC;t.ed VIStbthty. 

Warner Implement 
Woodbine, 712-647-2702 or 

1-800-369-2703 
Missouri Valley, 712-642-4117 or 

1-800-999-0568 
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West Pott announces 
new cost-share policies 

The followmg ts the policy for 
West Pottawattamte Count) 
cost-share 
Applications will be approved 

no later than the end of June for 
spnng construction, the end of 
August for summer construe­
liOn and the end of October for 
fall constructton 
Applicauons will be approved 

based on need and avatlability 
of funds For spring the appli­
cation deadline is June 15, the 
project must be started by Jul} 
I and completed by July 15 
The summer application 

deadline tS Aug. 15 Work mu5t 
begm by Sept I and he com­
pleted by Sept 15. 
The fall applicauon deadline is 

Nov 9. Work must be started 
by Dec. 3 I I he deadline can 
be :tmended or extended if 
requested 
The followmg cost-share 

limits apply 
I )Yardage based on 15 ft 

mimmum up to 2S ft 
frontslopes as requested by 
landowner or required by 
specifications on GBS and BB 
Narrow based (NB) as required 
by specificauons. 
2)Cos~-share on intakes and up 

to 200 ft of tile beiO\\ each 
terrace. 
3)Ftfty percent of actual cost, 

not to exceed $200 of cost­
share per mtake.'ti le 
4)EarthworJ.. cost based on 

$SO per cubic yard. 
S)Annual cost-share limtted to 

$3000 00. Applicants can 
recetve county or state funds, 
but not both in any one calendar 
year l ando\~ners can make 
application for extraordtnal') 
terracmg prOJCCt~ The com­
miss toners will review these on 
a case b} case basts and may 
appro,e more than the 
$3000 00 Example, landowners 
wanting to completely terrace a 
fann tn one )ear 

6)No cost-share on seedtng or 
ferttliler 
7)Cost-share on topsoiltnf' at 

$ I 0 fl. Required on ALL JObs. 
Pasture is not eligible for cost­

share 
Sodbu5ttng. ·use of State 

funds ts 25 percent cost-share, 
Local Opuon Sales Tax funds is 
SO percent cost-share rate 
Terrace speci ficattons ( 1 c 

backslopes and low blocks) are 
not wtthtn the JUnsdiction of the 
commtsstoners. Thts is set at 
the Federal level. 

To be eligtble for cost-share 
funds. State policy is that the 
practtce meets Federal gutde­
lines and NRCS has certi tied 
that tt docs. Note NRCS stall 
can not \\or!.. on prOJects 
outside of Federal specifica­
uons 
The S\\CD \\ill not cost-share 

on proJects ouL\tdc of Federal 
spectlications due to the poten­
ualliabtltty to the District 
should the structure fail. 

0 planters 
K'

NZ£ 260 •s big ptallt\119 capacity & 
er" tor todaY esl 

" llew allsw . llg cna\lellg 
11\e w's tough plalll 
tomorro 

sRow W 
4 RoW, 6 R~ 16 RoW N stzesl 
12RowN. ' I 

. seconds 
ansport 1n peners, 

Planting to tr double disc o 
1 gle or 

fertilizer wls n rrow rows\ 
Liquid or dry ,. S" to 19" na ..unit 

tant w ' & roW or 111te1P ' tes wlframe 113gement 
" row un' ' due ma . tacement ecifiC res' 

"Preclston P ents for sp 
d attachm rnt · 

See your Kinze dealer today! 

Sorensen Equlpmam 
Box 466 • Harlan, Iowa 51537 

712-755-2455 

West Pott SWCD report, 1999 
l · M Operating Budget FV99 

(7. 1·98 to 6·30-99) 
'\IIO<Jioon (71Q8) 

Surplcmcnwl All ocatoons 
Commossoonel' I ravel 

Other State Cost-Share Budgets 
'o-lntercst Loan Program (l-1·99to 12-31-99) 

Balance (I I 99) S9,309 80 
Allocati on.' SO.OO 

Ollice Supplies bp<!nscs. Dues 
Recalled b) DSC ( ) 
Balance Unobligated 6.'30.99 

SJ,OOO 00 
s 1.345.00 
~I ,382.36 
S~.396 15 
SSbl> 49 
so 00 

Obligate<L(ompleted Ierraces SO 00 

Balance Unobligated 12 31,99 $9.309 80 

·M Cost·Sh.trc Budgets I V99 
8·99 \"ol IFII' 

Balance 7 I 98 
Allocatums 
Obligated Completed rcrraces 
Recalled b) DSC 112131 97) 
Balance Gnoblogated 6 30 '17 

7-98 Vol. 1•11' 
Balance 7 I · 98 
Alloc;atoons 
Obhgale<tCompltted Terrace; 
Recalled b) DSC 
Balance Unobltgatcd 6 30·99 

6-97 \ol It IP 
Bal.tncc 7 I 98 
Allot.Jtoons 
Obhgatc<L·Compkted rerraces 
Recalled b) DSC 
Balance linobhgatcd 6 30199 

5-96 Vol. IFIP 
Bal.tnce 711198 
Allcxatoons 
Oblo~atcd Comrie ted Terraces 
Recalled b} DS( 
Balance Unobligated 6130199 

(7·1·98 to b-30·99) 
sooo 
$41.282.00 
S-10.476 00 
sooo 
S~06 00 

(7· 1·97 to 6 30·99) 
Sl 381 75 
Sl8.400.00 
$19,358.93 
$408.45 
$14.37 

(7-1·96 to 6·30·99) 
$4,02307 
$22.50 
S3605.00 
S440.57 
so.oo 

(7 ·1-95 to 6 30-99) 
$2,102 75 
Sl2 00 

S211400 
S.75 

sooo 

Cou nt y Cost-Share Budget, 
Potta\\attamie Count} Local Option 
Sale' T"x (L.O.s:r.) Fund (I-I 99 to 12·31·99) 
Balance Unobligated 111 199 S 169,355.70 
Allocations S\04,080.60 
General Terraces $24.398 60 
Summer Terraces S 18.490 0 
Rcpatrs rerraccs S72,675.85 
Structure(s) Ag $2, 155.39 
Structure(s) Non Ag SO 00 
CRP $4,379 50 
Well Closures SO.OO 
Ed Gmnt SO.OO 
Offic~ EqUipment SO 00 
Balanc. Unobligated 12'3 1;99 Sl51 336 96 

Summar) or 1999 Projects 
ProJects(! 1·99to 123199JNumber Amount Umt 
No Jill 73,500 
State Co\t·Share lerracee 117.635 
State No· Interest l.oans 0 
County Cost·Sharc Terraces 45,595 
Count) Cost·Sharc Repaors 2. 71 0 
Federal Cost·Sharc rerraces 0 
"ion Co. ·Share lcrraces 0 
State Basons 
Structures Designed 
Windbreaks 
CRP Contracts Accepted 
CRP Contmuous Siii.J\·Up 

0 
I 
4 
0 
2 

2.7 
00 

19.0 

acres 
Feet 
Fect 
Feet 
Breaks 
Feet 
Feet 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

REAl' Cost-Share Budgets FY 99 
•ructiccs (7· 1·98 to 6·30·99) 

Balance 7' I t98 
Allocations 
Trt'd tr<>m FY9X 
Completed Terr-.tce PrOJects 
Comp free Pl:mt Windbreaks 
Trrd to fVOO 
Recalled b) DSC 
Balance Unoblisatcd 6130.99 

so 00 
S7,026.00 
sooo 
S2,489.00 
so 00 
$2,500 00 
s~.o37 oo 
$0.00 

1999 Penonntl 
Du tricl Commi<<oontrs 
\1ark Schncpcl, S•hcr Cree~ lo • .hip 
Robert f Young, l·a't Le"1s lo"nshtp 
John M. Dea, Mtnden T0\\11Shop 
Bill McGmn. \\est I e\\is To\\nship 
Rand) \\ 1lhams. Crescent Townshop 
Robert \1 Jensen, Nco:.t To\\nshop 

Chounna.n 
Vicc·Chamn:m 
r rc.l.'>urer 
Commossmnc:r 
Comm1s.smncr 
i\ss't Comm. 

·or~ II")/Naii\C Gra5\e\ (7·1-9810 6·30-99) 'ORC'> 
Bal. •< ~ I 98 
Trt"d trom FY98 
Allocations 

lrcc Pl:mllngs(612) 
\.'indbreal Plantmgs (380) 

Trt'd to FYOO 
Recalled b} DSC 
Balance Unobligated 6!30199 

so 00 Lo • I mer lee Otstnct Conscr.atiomst 
so 00 Tom J,uuoms S01l Coru.er.ationist lcch 
s 1,81 1.00 Cindv Junes Soil Conservatoonist Tech 
sooo 
S629 99 Count~ 
S\,16~ 38 Jut bels Resource Planner 
Sl863 State 
$000 Tra<\ ll11un District SecrcLlr) 

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc. 
DUNLAP, lA 

643--5360 
800·235-.5360 

DOW CITY, lA 
674-3344 

PANAMA, lA 
489-2535 

LOGAN, lA 
644-2540 

Grind & Mix • Health A1ds • Custom Spraying • Feed • Grain • Seed · Fertilizer 

* Purina Chows * Fertilizers * Grain 
Receiving Chow 
Cattle L1qu1d Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 

Horse Chows 

* Equipment 
J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

Dry, Liquid & Ammon1a 
Custom Application 
So1l Testing 

* Western QLF 
Uqu1ds & Protem Tubs 

* Livestock Equipment 
Sioux Gates 
Husky Feeders 
Brock Bins 

Buy & Sell Grain 
Gra1n Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

*Seeds 
Dekalb Corn & Beans 
Golden Harvest Com & Rl=>~•nc: l 
Peterson Beddick Grasses 
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Harrison NRCS/SWCD 
715 N. 2nd A\·e., Logan, 51546-1038 

Dunhams learn lumber business 
b~ Jo~ce Bohnker 

1\o.:stled in the little comer 
''here Harrison. Cra\\ ford and 
Monona Counties mo.:et , is a 
successful hard\\ ood comp.m~ 
called Dunham Hardwoods. It's 
a true family busmess run b) its 
founder Ken I Dunham and his 
sons. Ken T. better 1-.nO\\ n as 
Bud, and /ach<l!) 
The stol') of how Ken I.. 

evolved from farmer teacher to 
sa\\ mill operator to a \\OOd 
di:.tributor. back to the sawmill 
and incidentally becommg 
involved in tree planting along 
the wa) is one that takes man) 
twists and turns along the way. 
Dunham started out thinking he 

would be a farmer like his father 
and grandfather. He taught 
school for a while and worked 
around the same Dunlap area 
where he grew up. 
In various projects, he kept 

discovering a need for wood and 
he kept remembering seeing his 
grandfather running an old 
sa\\mill on the farm . He got the 
sawmill going again in the 
1970s. 
"I started the sa\\mtll as a 

small stdehne. It gre\\ because 
people would stop by and ask if 
I could do some sawing tor 
thc:rn," he said 
He also found people \\ere 

'toppin!! by and lookmg for 
good lumber. It started htm 
thmking. "\\'e were turning 
some reall} nice lumber into 
wood pallets,'' he said "And 
there was a demand for good 
lumber in the area.'' 
Dunham did some research and 

then attended kiln operators 
school at the University of 
Minnesota. He started a kiln in 
his same Dunlap farm in 1983 
The pallet wood demand was 
dwindling and m 1986 he sold 
the sawmill. 
"V.~ then became a dtstribution 

yard." he said " We bought 
semi-loads of good hardwood 
from wherever It was grO\\n­
birch from Quebec. chef!)· from 
Pennsylvania and a lot of 
varieties from the Appalachia 
area. 
He nO\\ purchases t\\0 semi­

loads a week )Car-round lie is 
both a retail and wholesale 
outlet for his lumber. 
The father and sons make 

regular deliveries on a whole­
sale basis to stores in Des 
Moines. Lincoln, Sioux Cuy 
and Omaha. 
"On the retail side, people 

come from a wide area. Our 
niche is quality," Dunham said 
proud!). " People want a product 
that is reasonably priced. but 
thei r paramount concern tS 
quality." 
He said it is only natural that 

people going to the work of 
making a product from wood 
instead of buying something 
already tinished, would want 
the best 
The D~.mhams carefully 

consider'' hich mills to do 
business \\ ith and select on I) 
those \\htch the) feel produce 
\\OOd of a suitabl) high qual it~ 
All the Dunhams ha' e learned 

a lot about \\OOd along the \\a) . 

" It 's a lot more techm ... althan 
)OU thmk Jt ts at first," Ken L 
admtts 
What a customer ts lookmg 

for in wood depends a lot on 
what he is going to use it tor 
For example someone looking 
tor real wood panelling tor a 
den, might like a wood with 
interesting holes and knots. But 
that same wood would be 
complete!) unsuitable for a 
chair 
The Dunhams tr) to supply a 

variety of wood to sutt every 
customer's needs. They have 
also ventured into the elec­
tronic market and now have a 
website where they can take 
and ship out orders to mdt­
vidual customers 
As thetr business gre'' and the 

Dunhams received personal 
satisfacuon as \\ell as eco­
nomtc benefits from sen mg 
their customers \veil . they 
found another need in the area. 
People wanted custom \\Ork 
done 
Somewhat to his surprise Ken 

decided to open up another 
53\\ mill. " Its nut a top prionty 
of the business. but it 's a\ ail­
able for those \\hO \\ant it It 
runs on an on-again. otr-again 
basis ~ demand determines." 
The sa\\ mill helps pronde a 

market lor area fanners with 
wood available "We have 
nati\ e cottOil\\OOd, '"alnut and 
basswood in thts area. If 
someone wants their own logs 
cut, we'll do it lf they want it 
dried, ''e'll do that, too," he 
satd 

He said some bring in thetr 
own wood and come back to 
use •t themselves. The> w til 
also bu) from the farmers and 
sell it back out. 

Having made hts ltvmg ofT the 
fruits of the land, tf onl} more 
tndtrectl) than he origmally 
planned. Dunham decided he 
wanted to make it posstble tor 
future nerauons to "n''n" 

wood too. 
I arl> m the 1990s the tamil~ 

became tn\ oh:ed in refbrestation 
etlons 
lie planted I ,000 trees in 1990, 

the same kind of trees ''ho' e 
lumber he had been sellmg lor 
se,eral }cars 

I he project has grown He no'' 
estimates he has planted be-
tw o.:en 6.000 to 7.000 trees and 
relorestcd about 200 acres of 
land 
"The first and second }Cars. we 

d1d tt all on our own But then 
we got the district forester and 
the Department ofNatural 
Resources invohed." he said. 
The DNR and the forester 

helped wtth the planting and 
have also helped htm wtth some 
timber stand tmprovement 
projects, 
The trees are domg well,'' he 

satd. "But there ts a lot of labor 
involved You can't JUSt walk otT 
and leave them. The deer and 
the rabblls just ratse havoc wllh 
them" 
Just as he learned about the 

hard\\OOd busmcss through 
research and application, 
Dunham ts gomg about tree 
plantmg the 'arne \\a}. "I 
learned a lot about what you do 
and don ' t do anc.l hm\ to pick the 
sites lor .:enam 'am: ties ol 
trees 
lle said It 's a good hohb) , hut 

tt's one )OU should learn about 
before startmg. llis first ~ear, he 
lost about 500 of the I .000 trees 
he planted .. He soon learned to 
invest m tubes to protect the tin) 
trees from mbbling animals. 
"Once ) ou start on it, though. 11 

gets m your blood, and you can't 
qun." 1\e satd. 

Dunham is glad the go\ ernment 
provides some incenttves such 
as tax relief and cost-share for 
the planting and techn.cal help 
to encourage landowners to get 
involved in tree planung 
"You have to be an optimist," 

he satd. ''Ill not live long 
enough to see these trees 
han·ested but someone has to 
plant them or the next genera­
tions ''ill look back and wonder 
wh) no one did." 

A pile of logs awaits the nel\ sawmill at the Dunham 
Hardwoods compan) 

' 

Ph. 712-6-t.t-2210 - FAX 712-64.t-32.t7 PACE9 
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The Dun hams, Bud, Zachary and Ken. L, in front of their 
family lumber business. In the foreground are a few trees 
out of the many acres they have devoted to reforestation. 
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WILLIAM 

PLAMBECK 
CONSTRUCTION 

All Typef of Dirt Work Persia, lA (712) 488-7853 

Terractng • Cleanng • Dams • Landscapmg 
Waterways • Basement Digging • Skid Loader 

Bobcat for Rent or Hire • Backhoe Work 

Will the real Sioux Bin 
please stand up? 

Cor'11)1'H$10f'\ ""Q 9 .... s 
~•tr.l ON.uur• ~ ~"tlDO" --- ----

0oorlirJI 'fteO I e· IJ"o(.­

&I'WJ 109auc;. 'Stf'el 

certainly . . It has for years and years. 
Some Sioux bms have been 1n serv1ce for almost 40 

years S1oux bms are designed and bUilt to last and 
Ia:; t and las 1 

And, not only do S1oux b1ns stand up for years. but they 
prctect ycur grain too. Put your gra111111 a Sioux bill. I l's like 
puttin~t it •n a bank vault. When It's well managed, its pro­
lecteo ancl 1 t ·~ safe. 

Look at every part of a S1oux bin From the heavy, 10 
gauge door frame to the rolled roof edge, every part of 

, every S1oux bin is built for 

• 

~st~ 
. l" •• \ Cl . .. ~:".:: .) 

- :;....,..r 

lasting strength and absolute 
gram pro tection 

Take a look, and you'll see. 
S1oux bins are bui lt to protect 
your grain for years . and 

- years . and years 

6. 9 % simple interest, 
subject to change weekly 

Woodbine Farm Supply 
521 Walker Street 

Woodbine, lA 51579 

• 
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Willow Creek begins Soutb of -
Charter Oak in Crawford 
County, nows through ' 
Monona and Harrison -~'-=''IW 
Counties, and 
empties into 
tbe Bo)'er Rher 
soutb of 
Missouri 
Valley. -~ :_:... 

, .. --;::=-

Willow Creel. 
i.~ de~ig nated by 

I ' \ \ 
Shaded area 
is la nd included \ 
in Willo" Creek 
Waten.bed 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

• Terracing • Dams 

• Conservation Work • Dirt Work 

• Tree Cleaning • Site Grading 

32527 270th Street - Neola, Iowa 51559 
Shop: 712-566-2475 
Home: 712-485-2493 

BANK IOWA 

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE OUR 
FARMER CLIENTS AND ASSIST THEM 
IN THEIR EFFORT TO CONSERVE OUR 

NATURAL RESOURCES. 

SEE US AT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS IN DENISON 

AND MANILLA 

Oeni~on: 1108 Broadnay ~= 
Phone (712) 263-9361 l..:.f 

Member· FDIC ':"-: 

Manilla 341 -'th ~t . 
Phone: (712) 65~ 2962 

Willow Watershed project is underway 
by Joyce Bohnker 

lh1s spnng farmers arc anx­
IOUsly looking at the skil!s, 
praymg for rain It may seem 
that the hea'-) rams and floods 
of the 90s are but a d1stant 
memory 
Yet as every older farmer can 

tell you, there may be drought 
nO\\, but lloods will return again 
as the endless cycle of Mother 
Nature continues 
When the torrenual rams come 

agam, whether It be th1s sum­
mer, next year or the next, the 
devastation m Harrison County 
may not be as great as in 
prev10us years. Th1s w1fl be due 
m no small pan to the efTons of 
the Willow Creek Watershed 
Board. 
The Willow Creek Watershed 

project IS well underwa} \\ith 
three water control structures 
built, four more planned and 
thousands of feet m terraces m 
place. 
The Willow Creek Watershed 

proJect began after the most 
recent devastating flood hit the 
area m 1996 
After more than 10 mches of 

ram mundated the upstream 
areas m Crawford Count}, 
Willow Creek was out of its 
banks, \\ashing away acres of 
good black soil, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars wonh of 
gromng com and soybeans and 
causmg damage to bridges, 
roads and other propen:r and 
floodmg the to,-.n ofM1ssoun 
Valley 
There were 1\\0 floods that 

year, less than three weeks 
apan. A group of farmers got 
together to do something about 
it. 
It \\as White} Menschmg \\hO 

first got It mto h1s head that they 
d1dn 'ljust have to sit back and 
take nature's hus :rear after :rear 
It was lime to do something. 
He calh:d h1s fnends Leonard 

Johnson and George Wmther 
and soon after that the Willo'' 
Creek \\ atershed prOJeCt ''as 
born W1th help from I Iarrison 
Count} D1strict Conservationist 
Russ Kunh. the group received 
mfbrmation through the IO\\a 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

• 
West 7th Street 

Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto 
Duane McFadden 

and lonn Schleuter 

New Holland • Great Plains 
• Hiniker o Klnze • Krause 

Watershed program and the 
lundmg through the En" iron­
mental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP). 
Fundmg was approved m early 

1998. Surveys were sent out to 
farmers m the area to see what 
the mtercst was for the funds. It 
was decided to approve 60 
percent cost-share for terraces 
and 70 percent for sed1ment 
control structures or small 
dams 
One of the first to apply and be 

approved was John Benedickt 
ll1s new 1.8 acre pond is now 
filling up and he is immensely 
pleased with it. 
" I have had the water flow 

nght through my yard," he sa1d 
"I think this w1ll help a lot to 
prevent that. In addillon it will 
provide water for m:r livestock 
and a good recreation spot once 
I get it stocked with fish " 
His structure was built last fall 

and was seeded with grasses 
this spring. The structure's total 
cost was $12,000 and he re­
ceived 70 percent of that 

through cost-share money "You 
reall} can t miss with that." he 
sa1d. ''I'm very glad I JUmped on 
11 when I had the chance " 
To date, the Willo\\ Creek 

Watershed ProJect has funded 
16 contracts which include I 0 
small structures and 15 water 
and sediment control structures. 
The comminee has $92,000 

wonh of funds to allocate th1s 
year. An:rone m the Willo\\ 
Creek Watershed, mcluding 
Crawford and Monona County 
farms, as well as Hamson, can 
apply for the EQIP funds at 
their county NRCS or FSA 
office. 
The proJect was planned as a 

three year one It is now half 
way finished and Kurth hopes to 
see all the funds allocated and 
spent m th1s wonhwhile proJect. 
"Willow Creek has really 

devastated the Missouri Valley 
area many times over the years 
The watershed board members 
are all from that area and our 
goal is to reduce the damage m 
the future," Kunh said 

George Winther, Leonard Johnson, Whitey Menschiog, 
Russ Kurth, Aaron Perkins and John Benedickt gather at 
the oe\\ dam on the Benedickt fa rm built with funds from 
the WilJO\\- C reek Watershed project 

Did you know -- residue management is recognized by 
most conservationists as the most effective and least 
eApensive way of reducing soil erosion and protecting 
water quality. 
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Modale farmer enjoys planting trees, making syrup 
by Joyce Bobnker 

Jim Olinger doesn't need to 
worry about a lot of traditional 
western Iowa conservation 
techniques. H1s Missouri River 
bottom ground farm hardly 
requires terraces or buffer 
strips, but the Modale area 
fanner has a great interest in 
nature and wants to preserve 
trees and wildlife for the next 
generation. 
Olinger is involved in wetland 

restoration and tree planting on 
his western Iowa farm. Preserv­
ing trees, especially, is a natural 
for him since his favorne hobby 
depends on the tall deciduous 
plants that nature has provided 
with a sweet sap. 
Olinger enjoys making maple 

syrup and in a good year has 
produced gallons of the sweet 
pancake topper. Unfortunately 
this was not a good year. 
"A few years ago my Dad read 

an article in a magazine about 
tapping maple trees I tried it 
out one February and it turned 
out really tasty. Every year 
since then, it's kind of grown," 
Olinger said. 
In a grove of sliver maple trees 

on his farm. he has found 
several suitable trees. The trees 
have to be at lea:.t I 0 inches in 
diameter to support a tap. For 
every six inches after that, they 
can take another hole. It doesn't 
hann the trees. 
The hobby has expanded and 

no\\ includes several friends 
who have begun tapping their 
own trees. A shed on Olmger's 
farm has been converted to a 
sugar shack where burners 
underneath huge vats can keep 
the sap boiling until it reaches 
the magical number. seven 
degrees above the boiling 
temperature of water. 
"There's a 40 to one ratio." 

Olinger explains. "It takes 40 
gallons of sap to make one 

gallon of syrup.·· The boiling 
days have become a sort of male 
bonding experience, although 
the fanners themselves would 
never describe 1t that way. 
It is a good time to sit back m 

chairs in the 'sugar shack' and 
wait for the sap to become 
syrup. Then the sweet by­
product is bottled and ready for 
pancakes. 
Last year Olinger made gallons 

of the syrup, but he has never 
considered turning 11 into a 
profit center. 
"I've yet to sell any," he sa1d. 

"Everyone wants to try it 
because it's a unique thmg to 
this area. I just like to give it 
away." 
For this year, it is as well that 

he wasn' t counung on any 
income from his hobby. The 
warm, dry winter apparently 
wasn't conducive to swiftly 
flowmg sap because his taps 
were unproductive. He went 
from gallons the previous year 
to only eight pints this year 
A walk through Olinger's 

grove confinns this. The big 
plasuc buckets are tied to the 
tall silver maple trees. A clev­
erly des1gned hose system, usmg 
a hose mender, a small hole m 
the tree ann a closed bucket to 
prevent dust and debris from 
getting into the sap stand at the 
ready. But inside the buckets on 
this pleasant March mommg, 
are only a fC\\ cups of saps. At a 
40 to one ratio, It is apparent 
there won' 1 be a lot of syrup to 
be made. 
Olinger is proud of his tapping 

system, which he says used "a 
little fanner innovauon," but is 
resigned to having a lot less 
syrup to bestow on family and 
friends th1s ) car. 
Walking through a gro\oe of 

trees on a crisp wmter morning 
lookmg lor S)rup then spending 
hours in a shack standing over 

boiling sap may not be 
everyone's idea of a great hobby 
But Olinger likes havmg some­
thmg to keep him busy before 
planting time and h1s enjoyment 
of trees and woodlands IS 
something that he learned as a 
boj 
"My Dad planted trees every 

spring. It was the most unselfish 
act I've ever witnessed," he said 
Olinger has many fond memo­

ries of playmg in the woods as a 
boy and he hopes his own 
grandchildren can have that 
same expenence 
So when he recently bought 

some pasture ground with trees 
sull dotting the landscape, he 
looked around for ideas of what 
could be done with it. "I didn ' t 
want to go the conventional 
fanner approach and tear up the 
trees to try to ra1se more com at 
$1.70 a bushel We've got too 
much com already," he said 
The Harrison County Natural 

Resources Conservation Sen ice 
helped Olinger find the right 
program for h1s new ground 
'"For years I've sa1d tl\ere 's not 
enough trees left m the bottom 
(the Missour• River bottom), the 
wmd howls," he sa1d 
He dec1ded to put it mto the 

pasture nparian Conservauon 
Reserve Program and do a direct 
seedmg (usmg seeds instead of 
small plants) into some of the 
acres th1s fall The rest \\Ill be 
planted with the traditional 
saplings in the spring. 
''I'm gomg to end up with 

about 30 acres of trees n Olinger 
sa1d Because the area docsn 't 
have a croppmg history, the 
amount ofmone) he receives 
will not really cost out against 
the expense of putting .n the 
trees in the first place. a tact that 
doesn't seem to bother the 
conservation-mmded fanner 
much at all 
He said, "There's no profit m it 

.Jim Olinger of :\-l odale strolls b) his maple trees on a warm n inter morning to \ee if the 
~ap is running. 

at all But m the end there will 
be 30 acres of lumber here, there 
are worse legacies a man could 
leave for his grandchildren " 
Olinger has another CRP 

proJeCt underway that ..... ;11 also 
help to restore some habitat to 
the birds and other animals 
nauve to western Iowa. 

For years he struggled to plant 
and harvest a small hollow on 
his farm that, especially in the 
90s, kept filling w1th water. "It 
was an old lake bed. It was 
fanned, but I fought it every 
year," he said "I finally decided 
if you want to be a duck pond 
than that's what you'll be" 
Agam encouraged by a CRP 

program to help w1th the costs, 
Olinger converted the land into a 

shallow water area Some dirt 
work was necessary, but the 
pond ~hould fill naturally this 
spnng, unless as Olinger com­
ments \vryly, he is responsible 
for the "worst drought of the 
century." 

Although not a hunter h1mself, 
Olmger enJOYS wildlife and 
again believes he IS leaving an 
important legacy for those who 
will come after htm. 
The Modale farmer IS modest 

about his efforts. He believes he 
is following in his father 's 
footsteps, making a living from 
the land, but also taking steps to 
ensure that the plants and 
ammals here before will still be 
around for generations to come. 

THE 
GOOD 
EARTH 

It's everyone's JOb to protect 1t! We commend those who are 
devoted to the soil conservation effort. 
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Thelen is conservation farmer 
Conservation comes natural!} 

to Joe Thelen. It's an eth1c he 
learned first from his O\\n 
father and then as he began 
larmmg on has own, he learned 
from has father ·111-law a well 
The era,., ford Count} Iarmer 

learned well. D1~trict Con~ef\a· 
tioni~t Ja) Ford cites I helen as 
one of the be~t consef\ationists 
111 the county 
For !helen, good conservation 
ust makes good sense 'l'\e 

been no-tllhng everythang sance 
1992. Before that I was no­
tilling com 111to bean stubble," 
he said "It has worked out 

Joe and C h er itb T h elen are taking good care of their really well for me. I work 
alone, and it's a realtime saver 

windbreak hoping it will provide good sh elter for their when all you have to do IS 

farm home in a few years. spray and plant " 
- ------------- --- --- ----- The benefits thas year arc even 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits more obvious "With fuel costs 
discrimmation in its programs on the basis of race, color. n ational as h•gh as they are I'm glad not 
origin, sex, religion, age. disability. political beliefs and marital 10 be making extra trips across 
and family status {Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for the field. Plus as dry as It IS, It 

communication of program information (braille, large print. doesn't make sense to tum over 
audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communica- any more soil than you have 
tions at (202) 720· 7808 (TDD) to." 
To me a complaint, wnte the Secretary of Agriculture. U.S Thelen was not born on a 
Department of Agriculture. Washington, D.C. 20250, or call (202) farm His Dad lived in Carroll 
720-7237 (voice) or (202) 720- 1127 (TOO) USDA is an equal unul he purcha~ed a farm near 
emplojment opportunity em plover Wests1de and moved there wtth 
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Lew Iowa 51544 
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his family when Joe was about 
7 NO\\ ada) s it doesn't seem 
possible but Norman 1 helen, 
Joe's dad, started tarmmg from 
scratch He purchased the land 
and the equ1pmcnt and man­
aged to raase a lamil) on his 
small farm. 
Norman tmparted a consena­

tlon message to his famil) . "I 
grew up "' ith the idea you had 
to take care of the land," Joe 
saad You should ampro\oe the 
land while you're farming It 
and leave 11 111 bener sh than 
when )'OU started " 
Joe married Cherith 

Hutchinson and be 
his father-m-la\\ 
dad, Kenneth lit 

A 

.mnmg 
Her 

11son, had 

BREED 

also believed m conservauon 
The land was alread} terraced 
\\hen it came under Joe's care 
and he has been care fu I to 
continue the stewardship 
tradition 
When his early cxperimo.:nts 

with no-till proved successful, 
he invested m a no-till drill "I 
used the no-ttll dnll exclusive!) 
for seven years I always had 
reall) good lud. with the drill 
he satd 
But a couple of years ago, he 

had to reconsider his opuons, 
his no-till drill was weanng out 
and in need of extensavc repaar 
Instead ofinvestmg more 

money m has dnll, Thelen opted 
for a Kmze planter. The planter 
has a coulter system that makes 
a sort of zone tillage. But it only 
tills a very small area, right 
where the seeds are planted, 
leavmg the rest of the ground 
undisturbed He began planung 
wtth that m 1998 and has been 
satisfied with the results . "I 
actual!} consader 11 be the same 
as no-ull," he said. "The beans 
are planted in standing com 
stalks I ,.,.as sausfied with the 
drill, but I think I may get a 
little better seed placement with 
the planter" 
The no-till makes i< easier to 

mamwin the terraces and 
watcn,ays already on his farm. 
''Of lot of terra'e ''ork can be 
avoaded with no-till. They just 
don t fill in as last," he said. 
Part of Thelen's consenauon 

work lies in his crop rotauon. 
He keeps a cow •calf herd and 
maintains a pasture He keeps 
hay as part of hts rotation 
However, just because a ground 
as pasture, doesn t necessaril) 
make 11 easier to maintam "It 
can be a challenge maintaming 
pasture ground," he said "It's 
not fool-proof ''hen it comes to 
conservation fhe cattle try to 
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preserving natural resources. 
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walk the same trail and they do 
damage to the terraces. Plus 
there are problems w ath the creek 
banks. 
He as constdering fencing otT 

the banks so the cows can't 
cause them fun her damage. 
Thelen and C..henth have four 

children Chmtopher 14, And), 
12; Melissa, I 0 and Danny. 9 
The six The lens embarked on a 

family conservation project in 
1997 The) planted a '"indbreak 
They planted 55 trees the first 
year, plus 40 more the next year. 
The first year 11 was the kids' 

JOb to haul water to the new 
trees The family project '"as a 
success w1th a good surv1val 
rate on the Colorado Blue 
Spruce, the Concolor firs and the 
Black Hills Spruce. Thelen says 
the kids are old enough now to 
be good help on the farm "The 
older boys help with the chores 
quite a bit. Three of them are in 
4-H now and my daughter wants 
to show a feeder calf at the faar 
With fou r chaldren IllS on I} 

natural that Thelen IS lookmg at 
the future Farmmg has had a lot 
of ups and do,,ns the past few 
years He would like to see it 
become more stable. lie is 
optimi ic about the new pro­
posal to link li1rm pa)mcnts '' 1th 
conservation levels "I would b~· 
I 00 percent in favor of an~ farm 
progr.1m that encouraged conser­
vation work," he said 

Such a program might make it a 
linle easier for the small farmer 
to stay m busmess. He hopes to 
see farmmg rema111 an option lor 
has own children. "I want m) 
chtldren to get a college educa­
tion, but 11 would be nice for 
t~em to be able to come back and 
farm," he said. "You have to 
wonder if there'll be opportuni­
ties for them " 
Although Thelen can t make 

any guarantees to his children 
about the economics of farm111g 
in the future, he can ensure that 
the land will be there- 111 as good 
or better shape as when he 
began. 
" If you like what you're doing, 

it's a good feeling to be a good 
steward of the land. I want to be 
like my father and improve it 
tl1en leave it to be passed on to 
the next generation " 

Ken Hekter 
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Construction begins on East Boyer Watershed dams 
By Joyce Bohnker 

The East Boyer Watershed 
project is offi ctall} underwa> 
this spring The project has 
been tn the planmng stages for 
several months. It ts expected to 
·1ke stx to 10 years to complete. 

fhe East Boyer Watershed is a 
huge proJect The watershed 
begins just east of Denison and 
encompasses 84,000 acres. The 
majority of the watershed (83 
percent) is tn Crawford County 
the rest is in Carroll County. 
final approval for the water­

shed \\as given last September 
Since then engtneel'$ and NRCS 
personnel have been scrambling 
to destgn structures. To date. 
mne structures have been 
designed and four have been let 
for bids. Construction on the 
dams has begun 
Paul Assman is a civil engineer 

and is coordmator for Project 
Impact. a group formed to help 
prevent future noodmg disasters 
m Demson. Assman and 
Crawford County District 
Conservationist Jay Ford 
worked together to promote the 
idea of the Fast Boyer Water­
shed 
Assman said several projects 

ha\ e already been completed to 
control flooding along the river 
and prevent a recurrence of the 
floods •>vhich cost Demson and 
Cra\\1ord County millions of 
dollars m the '90s. But he is 
especially pleased wtth the 
indusion of the watershed 
prOJeCt 
"I thmk. based on my own 

experience \\lth ''atersheds, this 
proJect will ha\e the best return 
for the mvestment in terms of 
b"nefiL'> versus costs," As~man 
said 
Ford, too, ts pleased to see the 

proJect underwa}. He had 
believed for years that a water­
shed \\Ould be a tremendous 
benefit for the area, but he had 
almost given up hope of seeing 
it come about. 
"Paul (Assman) and I are both 

watershed veterans. We knew 
that was what should be done, 
but we were a little scared off b) 
how big an area this is and 
because there was no Ioqger an} 
federal funding available for 
watersheds." 
\\ ith the formation of the lo,.,.a 

Watersheds and the posstbility 
of state funding, ne\\ hope was 
seen for the East Bo)er Water­
shed project. When approval 
was given last September, the 
City of Denison, Crawford 
County and the NRCS were all 
ready and \\tiling to \\Ork 
together to get the prOJeCt 
underwa) 
The first step was to Identify 

landowners who were \\illing to 
put the water control structures 
on their land The mcentlvc of 
90 percent cost tor proJects up 
to $40,000 was a big help. 
Ford said the e\entual goal is to 

bu1ld 60 additional small to 

medium stze detenuon dams 
There are already 35 dams 
extstmg m the watershed area 
" We're off to a good start this 
year. With the late start, extra 
effort ,.,.as put forth to meet thts 
year's goals and sttll be prepared 
to do fall construction m future 
years." 
Two of the early landowners 

identilied were B1ll Crane and 
Clyde McCollough. The dam 
itself is located on McCollough's 
property, but almost all the water 
is on Crane ·s side. That dam ts 
current I) under constructiOn and 
McCollough IS lookmg forward 
to seemg 11 completed He said 
for him the opportunity to do 
somethmg about the continual 
floodmg at a reasonable cost was 
too good to pass up. 
"In that particular place the 

water comes down out of the 
field and time and time again, It 
goes over the road I've got 
grandchtldren who use that 
road." he satd 
The landowners can also look 

forward to a mce five acre pond 
once the dam is completed and it 
ratns enough to fill it up. "I 
definitely \\ant to put some fish 
m tt," McCollough said. 
Ford said the start of construc­

tion on the four dams is increas­
ing interest in the watershed and 
mole: O\Vners arc making inquir­
Ies. 

Of course the dams are not the 
only aspect of the watershed 
prOJect. Another goal ts to see all 
the upland treatment done A 
good terrace system helps 
preserve the life of the structure 
With that in mind, the East Boyer 
Watershed is also providing 75 
percent cost-share on terraces. 
Ford satd the terrace money is an 
important part of the project. 
" It's nice to see the upland 
treatment get done before the 
dams even go in," he said 
Ford and Assman are both 

pleased w1th the level of coop­
eration the) have encountered 
Ford satd, "The project has 
widespread local support. Both 
the Crawford County Supen 1sors 
and Denison City Council have 
budgeted cost-share dollars to 
supplement state program funds. 
A landowner survey was com­
pleted \\ 1th 160 potential struc­
ture sites planned. The office 
recetved 60 responses v. ith a 2 I 
postttve ratio tnvolving 58 sites. 
In addition, 20 potenttal road 
sttes have been identified and the 
county has comml!ted to domg 
one site per ) ear 
The Boyer River is a gentle 

meandering stream for most of 
the )ear But hea\ > thunder­
storms can bnng six or more 
inches of rain in a short time. 
When this happen~ the water can 
wash into the nver from tributaf) 

Construction work has begun on the Clyde McCollough­
Bill Crane dam near Vail. 
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streams and gullies at a tremen­
dous rate, causmg it to overflO\\ 
Its banks 

that the peak dtscharge at 
Denison will be reduced by 27 
percent. "This reduction will 
make a 500-year d1scharge 
effectively look like a I 00-year 
dtscharge," Ford satd. 

This happened tn 1990, 1991 , 
1993 and twice tn 1996. The 
property damage caused b) the 
floods has exceeded $14 
million. In addition, farmers 
have lost man) acres of topsoil 
and chemtcals, as well as crops. 
If the final goal of60 addi­

tional detention dams are built 
m the watershed, It is estimated 

The additiOnal benefits of the 
dams mclude protection of 
county road structures such as 
bridges and culverts, more 
habitat for wildlife and recre­
ation areas for humans The total 
cost of the project IS estunated 
at $2,272,500. 

an an 
C ount} NRCS survey a s ite for a dam in the Eas t Boyer 
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Grants available to fund projects 

Dam fire hydrants can save needed time 
b) J oyce Bohnkcr 

A fire breaks out. If you hve m 
a city or town, the fire trucks 
will be there m mmutes and you 
have the comfort ofknowmg 
that a fire hydrant 1s never more 
than a fe\\ blocks away. 
• 1 f you live in the rural areas, it 
can be a d1fferent stor} W1th the 
tnan) small town, volunteer fire 
departments in Iowa, it usually 
doesn't take more than mmutes 
for the fire trucks to respond 
But a place to get more \\ater 
could be miles and miles a\\ay. 
Minutes spent chasing down 

more \\ater and refilling tanker 
trucks could make the difference 
bet\\een losmg a bam or sa\1ng 
1t, containmg a fire or havmg It 
spread to a home, or in the worst 
case scenano, sa\lng a hfe or 
losmg 11. 
For the fire tighters it can be 

frustrating to run out of \\3ter In 

the tanker at a crucial time 
Often as they rush to the 

nearest hydrant, they pass tive 
or more acres of water sitting m 
a dam, but there IS no wa) to get 
that water on the trucks and to 
where it is most needed 
There is an alternative that can 

help Hydrants can be put m the 
dams to make the water acces­
sible to fire trucks. The hydrants 
cost about $1 ,000 each and state 
grants are available A few have 
already been installed in 
Crawford County and more are 
planned. 
Denison Fire Chief Mike 

McK.mnon said the darns can be 
a very valuable fire fighting 

tool. "Our b1g tankers can hold 
1,000 to I ,500 gallons of water. 
They can shoot it out at the rate 
of I 00 gallons a minute. It 
doesn't take long to run out of 
water and then it can be an eight 
to 10 mile dnve back to town to 
fill up," he said 
A nearby dam can cut the time 

There are two types of hydrant 
systems put mto dams One is a 
wet system. It does not requ1re a 
pump, but has to be put m IO\\Cr 
than the dam. In most cases the 
wet system has to be installed 
when the dam IS built. The 
second type is a dry hydrant. It 
requires a pump and is a little 
less convenient, but it can be 
mstalled at any time. 

So far Crawford County has 
only one \\Ct system, located 
between Dctoit and K1ron at the 
Norelius dam site McKmnon 
said the ''et systems can be 
more effic1cnt for the fire 
fighters, but since all the tanker 
trucks do have pumps, either 
will work 

Blake Deiber IS a Den~son 
volunteer fire fighter and a 
member of the Crawford Count) 
Fighters Association, he and 
Duane Zenk have coordmated 
most of the grant applications 
for Crawford County. The Area 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Serv1ce (RC&D) 
help administer the grant 
program 
Deiber said the grant criteria 

requires that the hydrants be 

See us at 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Company 

for all of your fertilizer, 
chemical and seed needs. 

Your Fertilizer & Chemical Dealer 
365 days a year! 

We appreciate your business/ 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Hwy. 37 West • Dunlap, Iowa • 712-643-5822 

access1ble to at least two 
different fire departments 
The Norelius hydrant is 

access1ble to K1ron and Delo1t. 
A dry hydrant located between 
Denison and Deloit is accessible 
to those two departments One 
that is currently bemg mstalled 
near Nelson Park will be 
accessible to Dow City, Dunlap 
and Charter Oak 

De1ber said supplies have 
already been purchased to 
install a hydrant along the 
Rocky Run Road between 
Denison and Vail that will be 
access1ble to those departments. 
They are hopmg to rcce 1 ve 

funding to 1nstall one near 
Schleswig next year. Dc1ber said 
the re~ards to nearby landown­
er~ can be more tangible than 
peace-ot~mind. "In most cases 
landowners near a hydrant can 
see a reduction in their fire 
insurance lf)OU have a h)drant 
go in near your land, you should 
be sure to inform your 1nsurance 
ag~;nt Some compames de­
crease the fire protection 
premium b) as much as 50 
percent," he sa1d 

There are two additional 
requirements (besides being 
accessible to two or more fire 
departments) for a dam to 
qualify for a hydrant. It has to 
be access1ble by road so the fire 
trucks can reach It and 1t has to 
be a large enough pond to 
support a hydrant 
The responsibility for the 

landowner 1s to ensure that 
access is available to the fire 
hydrants, including keeping an 
area around the pipe mowed. 
McKinnon would like to see 
hydrants added to darns as they 
are built "I wish every dam 
built would include one, you 
never know when you may need 
tt " 

Blair dozer 

. na · 
J; a··,--
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* backhoe 
* tiling 
*basement digging 

See Blair Dozer 
for all your farm 

construction 
needs. 

677-5586 

Denison fire chief Mike McKinnon shows student fire 
fighter Nate Adams h ow to work the wet h ydrant in 

C rawford County 

Alternative Ag Expo planned 
Area farmers w1ll have an 

opportunity later th1s summer to 
learn about alternatives to 
conventional farming. The 
second annual Alternative 
Agriculture Exposition will be 
held at the Sioux City Conven­
tion Center on August 28 and 
29 
Top1cs to be presented mclude 

farmmg alternatives, nutntlon 
issues, econom1cs of alterna­
tives, tranSillon~ng from tradl­
uonal agriculture to alternative 
methods, direct marketing, 
legalities of direct marketing and 
meat and poultry inspection. 
Organizers say last year's 

exposition was a big success, so 
they dec1ded to bring it back for 
Exposiuon 2000 A var1ety of 
presenters are planned and area 
busmesses will also have the 
opportunity to set up booths m 
the exhibition hall 
The presenters include L.T 

Bhramdat, the keynote speaker, 
who will d1scuss the healing 
power and economic benefits of 
locally grown foods and commu­
nity supported agriculture farms 
(CSA's). Sally Fallon will speak 
about basic principles of nour­
ishmg, traditional diets, the facts 
about fats, how to change your 
diet for the better, how to keep 
the value added down on the 
farm where 1t belongs and Dr 
Weston A Price, his pioneenng 
research and photographs. 
Others who will be speaking at 

the sessions include representa­
tives from Cleverly Farms on 
small farm managing and 
marketing; Doug Gunnink on 
developing a transition mindset 
and organic production methods; 
Neil Hamilton on the legalities 
of direct marketing; Alan and 
Cathy Hammer on commercial 
rabbit production; Stan Lammers 
on transitioning and identifYing 
markets; Joseph Morris on 
aquaculture; L & P Ranch on 
pheasants and recreational land 
cse· Dr. Ted Smith on meat and 

) . . . 
poultry mspecuon requ1rements; 

Franc1s fhicke on soli, econom­
ICS and organ1cs Paul With. on 
pest1c1de, antibiOtic and hor­
mone free pork and Prame Wolf 
Vegetable::. on hydropomcs. 
There will also be two round 

table discuss1ons. one on the 
alternative types of pork produc­
tion and one on rotational 
grazmg. 
Organ~zers of the expo say 

there w1ll be something for 
everyone "Producers will see 
the potential direct demand for 
their product and have the 
courage to beg1n producing what 
consumers are telling them they 
want. People attending will hear 
many economically viable 
alternatives to the general cycle 
of com and soybean produc­
tion," sa1d Tom Gould of the 
USDA, one of the expo organiZ­
ers. 
P.e added non producers might 

find the expo interestmg as v.ell 
"Consumers will learn about 
nutrition and become a\\are ol 
the effort to supply the locally 
grown foods they could use 
every day in their homes " 

The cost for the session will be 
$1 0 for the evening session on 
Aug.28 and $40 for the full day 
session including a noon meal 
The registration deadline is Aug. 
25. 
Sponsors of the Alternative 

Agriculture 2000 Expo mclude 
the Leopold Center for Sustam­
able Agriculture Research and 
Education, University of Ne­
braska Center for Sustainable 
Agricultural Systems, Iowa 
Department of Economic 
Development. USDA-Rural 
Development, Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service, 
Iowa State Umversity Extension 
Service, Nebraska Cooperative 
Extension Service, Center for 
Rural Affairs (Nebraska), Sioux 
Rivers RC&D, Nebraska Loess 

· Hills RC&D, Northeast Ne­
braska RC&D, Lower James 
RC&D (South Dakota) and 
several area farmers. 

I 
• 
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Rules announced for farm loads Terraces by the township in Shelby County 
in 1999 In the past agricultural loads 

have been exempt from "'eight 
restrictions on the roads. 
This has led manufactures to 

build large manure tank wagons 
that have been responsible for 
some road damage. 
A general rule is that 1,000 

gallons will weigh about I 0,000 
lb. for the liquid and the tank 
combined. Using this approxtma­
tion a 6,000-gallon truJk would 
weigh 60,000 lb. A 15,000-
gallon manure tank wetghs 
approximately 150,000 lb. 
'' ithout the tractor 
A recently passed btll tn the 

Iowa Legtslature (House File 
651) affects wetgh hmits of all 
agncultural vehtcles on embar­
goed bridges and culverts. In 
addttion the bill specifies future 
axle and vehicle weight hmits 
for manure tank '"agons, gram 
carts, and fence-line feed 
\vagons 

Weight restrictions for 
agricultural implements on 

bridges aod culverts 
Effective July I, 1999, all 

agncultural vehicles (e.g. 
tractors, combmes, tmplements, 
cher:1ical applicators) are 
requtred to comply with weight 
embargoes imposed by local 
authorities or the Iowa Depart­
ment of Transportation (lOOT) 
on a bridge or culvert within 
thetr JUrisdiction (in the past 
weight limits did not apply to 
man) agricultural vehicles). 
Restrictions on weight loads for 

bridges and culverts are in effect 
when signs are posted. The 
authoril) imposing the weight 
restriction (local or lOOT) must 
tssue a special. short-term (eight 
week) permit 1 fan agricultural 
hardship exists This permit may 
allow a producer to overlQad a 
bridge, but if the bridge breaks 
the producer is totally respon­
stble for all of the repairs 
Implements loaded on haulmg 

um; are exempted from \\etght 
restnct10ns if being transported 
for repa r 

Weigh 1 restrictions for gram 
cart\, tan!.. n agon\, and feed 
wagon\ on public roadway' 

P. . .;r , ultura 1mplcmen 
applymg orgamc plant food 
matenals (e.g. manure). grain 
carts with a non-stecrablc single 
or tandem axle, and equipment 
mtxing and dispensing feed to 
feedlot (beef or daif)) cattle ''til 
be required to (Omply "ah legal 
axle \\etght restrictions when 
operated on public road\\ ays in 
the future (Note:common axle 
wetght limits m lo\\n are 20,000 
lb.fsmglc axle and 34,000 lb. 
tandem axle.) \\'eight of ::tn) one 
::txle, group of a:-des, or gross 
\ehtcle \\eight rna) exceed 
mimmum weight restrictions by 
20 percent and still be in compli­
ance, however for agricultural 
vehicles. 
Gram carts, t:!n:k>wagohs, and 

feeder wagons manuful:rtlted on 
or after July I, 200 I ar~ to 

comply wtth weight reqUire­
ments. All other grain carts, tank 
wagons, and feeder wagons (i.e. 
manufactured before July I, 34 MILES OF TERRACES BUILT IN SHELBY COUNTY 
200 I) are to be in compliance 
by July I, 2005 in order to travel 
publtc roadways. 

GROVE 
1 job 
1,600 ft. 

I 

House File 651 reaffirms an 
existing requirement that 
implements applying inorganic 
or commercial plant food 
materials, agricultural chemi­
cals, or limestone are currently 
reqUired to comply with legal 
axle wetght restrictions when 
operated on public roadways 

WASHINGTON 

A slow-moving vehicle em­
blem (SMV) IS to be displayed 
on all agncultural vehicles at 
speeds of 35 mph or 
less. Because information on 
road damage by vehtcles using 
large flotation tires and rubber 
tracks is not currently well 
documented, the lOOT in 
consultation with interested 
farm groups is working to 
determme the extent of the 
damage caused by this equip­
ment. A report wtth findings and 
recommendations is to be 
submttted to the Legislature 
injanuary 2000. 

2jobs 
2, 775ft. 

CASS 
12jobs 
23,400 ft 

SHELBY 
4jobs 
3,325 ft. 

(Prepared b; Kris Kohl, ISU 
Extension field agricultural and 
biosystems engmeer. and Jeff 
Lorimor and Mark Hanna. ISU 
Extension agricultural and 
hrosystem~ engineer~.) 

=NRCS 
Boeck Construction 

Frank Boeck 
(712) 654-5682 
or 800-654-1134 

Terracing - Tiling- Excavating 
Box 74 

Manilla, lo\\a 51 454 

See Us For All 
Your Agricultural 

Banking Needs 

1109 W. Broadway 
Denison, Iowa 51442 

712-263-1900 

. Member FDIC 

• 

UNION 
10 JObS 
9,960 ft. 

WESTPHALIA 
8jobs 

10,705ft 

LINCOLN 
none 

FAIRVIEW 
3jobs 
11,055 ft. 

GREELEY 
10jobs 
22,475 ft. 

DOUGLAS 
6 jobs 
14,050 ft. 

CENTER 
4Jobs 
5,900 ft. 

MONROE 
8Jobs 
24,530 ft. 

JEFFERSON 
8jobs 
14, 575ft. 

POLK 
6jobs 

12, 250ft. 

JACKSON 
4jobs 
3,975 ft. 

CLAY 
5jobs 
8,250 ft. 

FARM BUREAU 
THE VOICE OF AGRICULTURE 

Promoting Agriculture, Providing 
Leadership Opportunites, Lobbying 

to Protect Rural Interests 

Harrison County Farm Bureau 
115 N 3rd Street • Logan. lA 51546 • 712-644-2701 
East Pottawattamle Farm Bureau 
PO Box 390 ·Oakland, tA 51560 • 712-482 3496 
West Pottawattamle Farm Bureau 

110 E Broadway • Council Bluffs. lA 51503 • 712-322-0251 
Shelby County Farm Bureau 

12081ndustrial Parkway · Harlan, lA 51537 • 712-755-5145 

Crawford County Farm Bureau 
204 N Seventh St ·Dentson, lA 51442 ·712-263-3157 
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B ednarek b egins work on ShelbyCounty soil survey 
b)' J oyce Bobnkcr 

Most little boys love to pia} 10 

the dirt. But not too man} dream 
they can make a llvmg at it. 
Rick Bednarek, however pro' cs 
1l can be done 
Of course there's a lot more to 

bemg a SOli SCieOtl~t than 
playing in the dirt and the 
results of his studies can have 
Important consequences for 
farmers. Nevertheless. Bednarek 
enjO}S hiS work as SOli SCientiSt 
in the 24 county Soil Conserva­
tion District, headquartered in 
Atlantic. 
The Wisconsin nat1ve spent 

several years working at a 
similar post in northern Minne­
sota before movmg to IO\'•a w 1th 
his family last June Along with 
other duues. h1s first task IS to 
oversee the new Shelby County 
Soil Survey. Even usmg records 
from the prev1ous survey, the 
job will take about four }ears. 
He w1ll then moo,.e on to other 
counties in the area, making the 
pos1t1on a permanent one 
"One of the attractions ofthts 

position was the permanency 
With Iowa's restructured soil 
program, everything is m place 
to be permanent," Bednarek 
said 

He also admitted. " My wife 
likes the weather here a lot 
better ... 
Workmg m the outdoors IS a 

longtime dream for the Wiscon­
sm native ,~.-ho first considered a 
career in forestry. 
"I dido 't really \\ant to get m} 

Ph.D., which is almost needed 
for forest!'). then someone 
mentioned soil and here I am. 
This job is great When it's 111ce, 
I'm outside When 1ts rainy, I'm 
mside domg the photos and lab 
work 
Anyone who has ever looked at 

the soli map of a to,o,.nshtp can 

see the immense detail and work 
that must go into it. The diiTcrent 
soil types are class11ied \\llhm a 
matter of feet. 
Of course Bednarek and h1s 

future crew have somethmg the 
soli sctentists of 50 years ago 
d1dn 't have- the pre\ 1ous maps 
to go on 
Still the \\Ork is intensive "We 

have to venfy those maps wa th 
documentation. We also have to 
re-map all the bottom lands 
where the sod structure 1s most 
prone to change. We also have 
some ne\\ soil identifications to 
work '' llh," he srud 
The work wi ll be done on a 

b1gger scale for more accuracy 
The smaller scales were not able 
to delineate a lithe so ill} pes 
The ne\\ maps will be accurate 
to within 80 inches 
Bednarek sa1d the hne ,.,.ork on 

the uplands 10 Shelby County is 
still accurate, but more \\Ork as 
needed on the bottomlands. 
lie also has to carefull) delin­

eate the slope breaks to be more 
accurate. When finished the so1l 
maps should be eas1l} hned up 
wnh a lithe bordenng counties 
The soalt)pes should flo,~.­
seamlessl} from Crawford to 
Shelb} and from Shelb) to East 
Potta\\attrumc 
Bednarek and his crew wall be 

helped in their study b} another 
amportant tool, not available to 
their earlier comrades-Global 
Positioning. The use ofGPS 
makes accurac} much easier 
than before 
" We can be at a spot and know 

our exact location in latitude and 
longitude and then we can go 
back to the same spot It's a little 
more accurate than 4 7 paces 
from the third telephone pole," 
he sa1d. 
Another big change in the ne" 

maps will be the inclusion of the 

FIRST 
BANK 

NATIONAL 
OF LOGAN 

Loga n, Iowa 

Serving the a rea s ince 1888 
Capita l - a ccounts over $3 ,500,000 

Member FDIC (7 12)644-23 1 0 

towns The previOUS scaenttMS 
JUSt drew a hne around the 
settled communattes. Thas ttme 
thear soil types wtll also be 
included 10 the ~oil surveys. 
Bednarek is sctttng up a lab tn 

the hagh school in Anita He 
said us a great opportunity for 
him and for the students at the 
school He gets lab space and 
some equapment and the stu­
dents get an education 10 soils. 
" It's a great way for the kids to 
learn about thas and they're 
domg us a bag favor, too," he 
sa ad 
The south\o,.est Iowa district 

has more counties in need of 
soil updates than an} other 
With each survey taking four 
years to complete, the JOb '"ill 
probably be kecptng soal 
scientists busy even after 
Bednarek IS enjoymg rettre­
ment. 
But some maght quesuon the 

importance of soli mapping. 
Docs it reall} make a difference 
what type of soil is located here 
or there? 
The ans.,. .. er as }eS 11 does, even 

in the non-farmang communa· 
ttes "Thmgs arc vel') soil­
related now," he said "We have 
to see if the soilts suitable for 
housmg, basements, soal septtc 
systems. The soli surveys are 
used for all these things. 

In the farmmg community soil 
sun.e)S are often checked out 
before land is purcha5ed. Also 
all of the Consen.·ation Reserve 
Programs are now based on soil 
types. 

In lact Bednarek beheves soli 
t}'pes will only become more 
Important in the future as 
envaronmentah~ts look at ..... ater 
quality and hO\\ \\ ater moves 
through di trerent soil t} pes. 

makes wetland determinataons 
on soli He helps wath the 
Fnvarothon contest ancl soal 
Judging contests He often talks 
to groups of students as pan of 
his educational outreach 
If individual dastncts are 

having soil-related problems he 
is avai lable as a consultant 
All an all, has JOb as vaned and 

interesting Bednarek said he 
and has fam1ly haven' t regretted 
their move. 

He and his wife have two 
children ages 12 and I 0 who 
have become involved in the 
school and activities a\oailable 
in the area 

" We hke the area." he sa ad. 
" We like the landscape The 
people have been vel') nice and 
it's closer to home for our 
extended family to visat. Plus 
it's a little warmer than north­
west Minnesota " 

Although the soil surveys alone 
arc enough to keep Bednarek 
bus) lor man} years to come, he 
has some other duties an has 
position as soil sctenti~t. 
He pro\ ides technical soil 

ser\ aces \\hen needed and helps 

I n top photo Rick Bed narek gets r ea dy t o go out m th e field 

to n o rk on h is S helb} Count} sotl su n ev. In lo" er p h oto 
Bedna r ek h elps wi th an outd oor ed u cation event in 

Harri~on Count) las t ~eptember, e\.plamin~ ~lobal po~ i­
t w nm g to st udents. 

HAWLEY INSURANCE INC. 
C rop imurancc 

R u\s Ha\\ lc) -crop specialis t 

205 Main Street 
PO Box 305 

Vaal, Ia. 51 465 

~ ""'"""~~ .................. 
servation work of all kinds 
Walt, Gary and Tony 

712-485-2094 712-488-3843 
26966 Major Avenue • Neola , lA 51559-6046 

10# - 42-1388871 

VANDEMARK 
HEATING, 
COOLING, 
PLUMBING 

FURNACES, HEAT 
PUMPS, AIR 

CONDITIONING, WATER 
HEATER SERVICE AND 

INSTALLATION, 
PLUMBING 

Check out our service 
agreements and save $$$! 

Free Estimates! 

WOODBINE 
712-647-2627 
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Shelby SWCD 
is honored by 
Goodyear Co. 
Scottsdale Ariz.. December 

15. 1999 Shelby Soil and 
d \\ ater Conser.ation District 

'' as honored as a Grand Award 
District during the 52nd Annual 
Conser.ation '\wards Program 
for its efforts to protect and 
conserve soli. \\ater. forests, 
wildlife and other natural 
resources. 
Fifi) -three districts out of 

ncarl)' 3.000 nationwide were 
recogntzed as Grand A\\ard 
D1str1cts by the program which 
IS sponsored by The Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Compan) and 
the '\attonal A!>sociation of 
Conservation Districts 
(NACO}. 

Hans Nielsen represented the 
Shelby Soli & Water Conserva­
tion D1stnct and JOined repre­
sentatives from other districts 
for the annual a\,ards program 
in Scottsdale. Anzona. 
Goodyear and NACO devel­

op.:d the Conservation A''ards 
Program in 1947 as the United 

1 States came to terms with the 
staggt:rmg em 1ronmental 
damage that occurred during 
the Dust Bowl period. 
· ')helb) Soli and Water 

Conservation D1stnct members 
ha"e demonstrated their 
dedication to prcsen mg our 
nation s natural resources " sa1d 
Jim Barner, product manager 
for Goodyear's farm and terra 
t1res 

"Th1s program was born more 
than 50 years ago out of 
Goodyear's commitment to 
protect the environment and 1ts 
desi re to encourage others to do 
the same These a\\ard v.inncrs 
are setting an e-.cellent example 
for others, and we are pleased 
to recognize the1r accomplish 
ments. 

Hans Nielsen, representing 
the Shelby Soil and Water 
Conservation Dastrict 
attended the an ards cer­
emony in Scottsdale, Ari­
zona. 

Conservation 
Protects Our 
Good Earth 
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From left are Hans Nielsen, Commissioner, Shelby Co, 
WCD, Craig Smith, Doug and Wanda Smith and Wa) ne 

Krohn, Commbsio 1er for the SWCD. The commissioners 
the 

. '"' .. , ,~·-.t-- ~ 

t present 
Rog and Peg Ahrenholtt WJth a consenation farm award. 

Hans Nielsen, far left, and Wayne Krohn, far right present 
H. Jay and Susan Nielsen with a conservation farm award. 

Hans Nielsen, far left and \\a) ne Krohn, far right, present 
Carl Petersen and \Va}ne Pctersfn with conservation farm 
an ards. 

Lyle Bentley 
(7 12) 482-3406 
(402) 677-6953 

Can It, Ltd. 
Bentley Farm Supply Co. 

714 South Bwy. 6 & 59 

bfsco@aol.com 

PO Box 498 
Oakland, Ia. 
51560-0498 

Shelby County NRCS, SWCD personnel 
PERSONNEL 

District Commissioners 
Donald Blad t, S helby To,\-nship, C hairperson 
Wayne Krohn, Fairview Township 
Richard Wooster, J efferson To\\nShtp 
Hans Nielsen, Westphaha Township 
Edwa rd Lapke, Grove Townshtp 

Ass1stant Comn11ssiooers 
Barry Deuel 
Michael T Leinen 
C) rus \1onson 
Wayne Hansen 
Joe Re i~chl 

atu ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Sta ff 
J im Sharp, Dtstrict Conserva tionist 
J oni Sch"ery, Soil Con sen ation Tecbntcian 
\\ illiam J Hammitt, part-time WAE 
Marolyn Monson, part-time WAE 

Sta te Personnel 
J oann Schulte, Secretary 
J eiT Darling, Soil Consenation Technician 

Shelby Count) Soil and Water District Commissioners 
include front from left, Don Bladt and Hans Nielsen,and in 
back. Richard Wooster, Wayne Krohn and Ed Lapke. 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 
MIK E WELLMAN 
WALT ER WELLMAN 
BOX 39 • NEOLA, IA 51559 

PHONE: 485-2416 

Citizens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

See us for all of your 
banking needs! 

Checking -Savings -Certificates -All Types of Loans 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, Iowa 51560 

712-482-6431 
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Ron Petesen of the Natural Resources Conservation Service examines a Hungr) Can) oos 
structure be designed on the Ed Reinig farm in Shelby County. The structure was made of 
cattle panels, telephone poles, cable and rock. 

*t 
The Flower Barn 

Shop for that special 
gift for someone 

Stoneware • Potbellied Bears • Lawn Art 
• Water Ponds and Plant.!~ • Jewelry 

• Homemade J ellies and Jams 

Donna & Barry Deuel 
Located 2 miles east of Harlan Community High School 

:.. -.i 

No-till plot planned 

b} Bill Hammitt 
oil Conservation Technician 

Van Diest Supply Company of 
Harlan 1s cooper.lling wnh a 
four-count) no-till steering 
commmee to sponsor herb1cide 
comparison plot near their 
warehouse in Harlan 

In order to help promote more 
no-1111 acres in Shelby, Uarnson 
and Ponawattam1e counties the 
plots will help producer.; 
analyze and compare \anous 
ne\\ weed control products tor 
no-ull com and soybean produc­
tion 
89th conservation ullage and 

no-till applications of weed 
control products will be used to 
give producers a companson of 
the two systems 
A summer tour IS planned as 

\veil as a wmter meetmg for 
producers 

Shelby County farmers invest 
in Hungry Canyons structures 

b)' JO}CC Bohnkcr 
They're called llungry Can­

yons and 11 seems to fit. Each 
year the streams and rivers seem 
to 'cat' hundreds of acres of 
good black ~oil 
for the county and state this 

can mean millions of dollars in 
repa1r to bndges and culverts. 
For the small farmer it means 
watching his fields gtt smaller 
and smaller as the stream banks 
get '' 1der and deeper 

The states and counties can 
spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars bulldmg we1rs and other 
structures to help prevent the 
eros1on The small farmers don't 
have that option 

But sometimes a little ingenu­
ity can help. Farmers who are 
wilhng to nsk some money on 
expenments JUS! might find 
some help from the Hungry 
Canyons Alhance. 
The Hung!) Canyons Alliance 

mcludes 22 counties m western 
Iowa. It rece1ves grant money 
each year to use on b1g river 
bank stabilization projects for 
local government. 
The alliance decided to usc the 

interest on that mone) to 
prov1de cost-share to farmers 
II) mg to come up '"llh smaller, 
more economical ''a)S to 
protect their land 
The idea is catching on Two 

farmers m Shelby Count) have 
mvested their money in project 
to prevent further erosion of 
their soil 
Dennis Gaul put in some weir­

like structures on his farm made 
of hog slats, cable and rock. Ed 
Reinig's structure \\as put 
together using cattle panels. 
telephone poles, cables and 
rock 
These fanners applfed for and 

rece1ved the grants through the 
Hungry Canyons Small Struc­
ture DemonstratiOn ProJeCt 
Pam Ro~mann helps administer 
the grants. 
Shelby County District Conser­

vationist Jim Sharp said interest 
in the grant.~ have been mcreas­
ing, but he has a word of 
cauuon 
"We need farmers who under­

stand th1s is experimental and 
who are willmg to take a 
chance," Sharp said 
The grant money w11l provide 

up to 80 percent cost share, but 
the max1mum amount of any 
grant !S $8,500. The grants are 
available per landO\\ner and not 
per structure The most a 
landowner can rece1ve for help 
on h1s properl) is $8,500. 
Ron Petersen of the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service 
designed the two structures lor 
Shelb) County 

The total cost for each of the 
structures ''as approximate!) 

$13.000 It \\as a Significant 
investment for the landowners. 
Sharp said the cost of the 

materials for the projects are 
usually not too bad. much of the 
lime it IS done w1th leftovers the 
farmer already has on hand The 
rock can be expensive to import, 
but the main expense is 10 the 
labor. 
"These projects are vel) labor 

intensive," Sharp said. "It i~ not 
always Cas) to find a contractor 
willing to do them.·· 
LaiT) Malone Construction did 

both of the llungry Canyons 
structures 10 Shelby County . 
Rosmann sa1d the1r are condi­

tions to be met before farmers 
can receive consideration for a 
grant. 
Some of the conditions in­

clude: 
I At least 75 percent of the 

lando\vner 's property upland ot 
the proposed structure must in 
NRCS approved conservation 
treatment. 

2. The site must be available 
for demonstration and education 
tours. 

3. fhe landov.nen\ ill be 
responsible for all maintenance 
and repa1r. 

4. The local Soil and Water 
Conservation District commis­
sion must review and provide 
comments as necessary on the 
application. 

5. The Jando\mer must secure 
a mmimum of20 percent of the 
cost of the proJect. 
Once the landowner complete:. 

the grant application, the 
Hungry Canyons Executive 
Committee will review 11. Points 
are a\\arded to each application 
according to a system. 
Only a limited number of 

proJects can be funded each 
year It is hoped that a variety of 
1deas will be put to work so that 
landowners can get a bener 1dea 
of what \\;11 work. 
The proJeCts m1ght include 

grade control structures such as 
sheet-pile weirs, h-pile crib 
structures, rock sills, on-road 
structures, gab10ns and flumes. 
Non-structure 1deas such as 
vegetati\e or soil bio-engineer­
ing techniques will also be 
cons1dered 

For Dennis Gaul the program 
was an opportunity to do 
something about a problem that 
had been eroding h1s fields for 
years. 

He has approached the NRCS 
office m Harlan three ) car.; ago 
look10g for ideas. lie said he 
was w1lhng to take a risk to 
solve the problem and he i~ 
optimistic that his structures 
will help hun cut back on the 
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Shelby County SWCD activities for 1999 

The Shclb} Count} Soil and 
Water Conservauon District 
Commissioners held 12 regular 
monthly meeungs and I spec~al 
meeung during 1999 

Meeting announcements are 
made through the media. Regu­
lar meetings are held the fourth 
Thursday of every month at the 
district office. Throughout the 
year the Commissioners made 
approvals and adm1mstered 
State Cost-Share funds. 

Januar> Officers of the 
board elected: Donald Bladt, 
Chairperson. Wayne Krohn, 
Vice-Chairperson, and Joann 
Schulte, Secretaryfrreasurer 
-\ppomted Cyrus Monson, 
\\a) ne Hansen \-tu:hael Leinen, 
BaiT) Deuel and Joe Reischl as 
assistant commissioners. A 
meeting lor contractors held. 

F'cbrual"} Annual Plan of 
\\ orJ... appro\'ed b) board 
Annual Report published. 
Annual meeting of Quad D1strict 
Newsletter attended Upper 
Mosquito \\iatershed meeung 
held Paid National and State 
dues. 

March - OC'nated $50 to the 
Iowa Envirothon Entered 10to 
an agreement With Pheasants 
Forever. NRCS/Shelby SWCD 
moved into new fac11ity at 2519 
Southwest Ave. Regional 
meeting held at Armstrong 
Research farm and attended by 
Bladt, Krohn, Wooster, Nielsen 
and Sharp. Rece1ved $18,400 for 
spnng construction of conserva­
tion practices 

April - District was notified as 
winner of the Goodyear/NACO 
ronservauon Awards Program. 
Annual poster contest held for 
Jnl-5111 graders in the county. 

May - Outdoor classroom held 
for s1xth graders 10 the county at 
Pra1rie Rose Lake 
Seventeen windbreaks planted 

and funded through the REAP 
Program D1stnct pan1cipated m 
the Carbon survey. 

June - Awards tour held : 
Wayne and Lon Petersen, Carl 
Petersen. Doug and Wanda 
Smith. Rog and Peg Ahrenholtz, 
H Ja} and Susan Nielsen \~ere 
selected as d1strict conservation 
award w10ners. Watershed 
report rev1e\.,ed. 

Jut) - Rece1ved $3,000 for I M 
budget. Received $67.480 10 the 
IFIP cost share funds for terrace 
construction 

August Received $1,200 for 
IM budget. State Soil Conserva­
tiOn Committee tour held 10 
county. Received $7,455 10 the 

REAP Practice Fund and $1,892 
m the REAP Forestry/Nauve 
Grasses Fund. 

September - Annual Confer­
ence m Des Momes attended by 
Bladt, Krohn and Sharp. Re­
Ceived $24,960 for fall terrace 
construcuon Reviewed Memo­
randum of Understandings and 
reviewed Civil R1ghts and EEO 
Statements 

October Richard & Vivian 

Wooster \\ere honored as 
Century Conservation Farm 
Famil> represenung Sl'clb} 
County at the Farm Progress 
Show 

November - Recogmllon 
Program held honoring award 
winning cooperators. 

December - Reg10nal Meeting 
held in Walnut w1th Wooster, 
Bladt, Krohn and Sharp in 
attendance. 

Harrison County no-till 
demonstration plot planned 

by Jim Sharp, 
District Con~cnationi\t 

In order to promote more no­
till acres in Shelb). 
Potta\\ anamie and Harr1son 
County, a no-ull nitrogen 
demonstration plot is planned in 
Hamson Count). 

It is hoped the plot will help 
producers make decisions 
concerning the best econom1c 
application and placement of 
nitrogen for no-till com 

The plot located on the Bill 
Hammitt farm along High\\ a} 
44, 5 and one-half miles \\est of 
Portsmouth will demonstrate fall 
and spring applied ammonia, 
spnng applied liqUid 28°/o 
nitrogen. N-serve and Agrotain 
as nitrogen stabilizes and spnng 
ti II age as well as no-till with 
each lorm of nitrogen. A sum­
mer plot tour is planned and data 
gathered \~ill be publicized at a 
4-county winter meeting next 
year 

Commissioners notes .... 
Friends of Soli Conserva-

tion .......... .. 
This repon is prepared 

annually by the Shelby Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District to prov1de informa­
tion concemmg our local 
soil conservation program to 
the people of Shelby County. 

As your soil and water 
conservation d1stnct com-
m1ss1 J , w~ are especially 
prol!dl a past year of the 
progress made in Shelby 
County on soil and water 
conservation work. 

We urge your continued 

cooperation and effort to 
help us do the JObs that are 
necessary to keep our vital 
resources in a h1ghly produc­
uve condition Our District 
is always ready to assist you 
w1th any conservauon 
problem 
We would like to say 

THANK YOU to all the 
10div1duals, orgamzauons, 
agenc1es, contractors, and 
news media for their con· 
tinuing mterest in funhenng 
the conservation program. 

District 
Commissioners 

Shelby County lists accomplishments 
1999 District Accomplishments 

ITEM 

New cooperator 
Lando\vners contacted 
Terraces 
Contouring 
Contour Butler Strips 
Headland Field Borders 
Windbreaks 

25 owners 
686 contacts 
178,925 feet 
2,500 acres 

360 acres 
16,700 acres 

17 acres 
Water & Se,hment Control basins 3 no. 
Grassed waterways 10,075 feet 

State Funds prov1ded by the Iowa General Assembly are 
allocated to soli and water conservation d1str1cts by the Iowa 
OI.,ISIOn of Soil and Water Conservation. 

Shelby SWCD,{inancial report 

State Funds provided by the Iowa General Assembly are 
a llocated to soil and water conservation districts by the 
Iowa Division of Soil and Water Conservation. 

July, 1998 to June 30, 1999 
Financial Statement of State Funds 

1M Funds- used for commissioner's expense & office 
operat ing expenses: 
Allocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,300.00 
Reimbursements: 

Commissioners Expenses .................. $ 
Office supplies & expenses ................. $ 
Balance June 30, 1999 .................... $ 

1,688.91 
1,611.09 

0.00 

3M Budget July 1, 1997-98 Cost Sharing- Funds to Date 
Allocation ................................ $129,308.49 
Total obligated funds •...................... $ 129,308.49 
Balaoce December 31, 1999 ............... $ 0.00 

31\1 Budget Jul} 1, 1998-99 Cost Sharing- Funds to Date 
Allocation ............................... S 93,574.26 
Total obligated fund~ ...................... S 93,277.02 
Recalled December 31, 1999 ......•....... S 297.24 

3M Budget July 1, 1999-00 Cost Sharing- Funds to Date 
Allocation . . . . . . ............... $ 92,440.00 
Total obligated funds ....................•.. $ 77,518.79 
Balance December 31, 1999 .................. $ 14,921.21 

REAP Practice Fund 1999 
Allocation ................... , .•.......... $ 7,026.00 
Total obligated funds ....................... S 4,848.44 
Recalled June 30, 1999 ...................•• $ 2,177.56 
Balance unobligated funds •................. $ 0.00 

REAP Practice Fund 2000 - funds to date 
Allocation .............•.................. S 7,455.00 
Total obligated funds ....................... S 4,176.75 
Balance unobligated funds .................. $ 3,278.25 

REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1999 
Allocation ........•..•................... S 
Total obligated funds ....................... $ 
Recalled June 30, 1999 ............•........ S 
Balance unobligated funds ................... $ 

3,317.00 
1,937.80 
1,379.20 

0.00 
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 2000- funds to date 
Allocation .................... •• .,.._ •. ...•.... $ 1,892.00 
Total obligated fund s •.......... • .._. ~: •. : . ... $ 1,4J0.25 ~?l' 
Balance unobligated funds ................. S 461.75 

BANK 
Serving vour financial needs at 
FDIEIWo locations. 
- -· --·.. Dunlap, 643-5442 

Hours: LobbV 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri. 
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon. thru Thurs.; 8-6 Fri.; 8-12 Sat. 

Soldier, 884-2255 
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. thru Fri.; 8:30-11 Sat 

• 
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New incentives offered for continuous CRP 
The United States Department 

of Agnculture is offenng up to 
$3SO milhon in ne\\ incentives 
to landowners to mstall conscr­
vauon buffers along streams, 
wetlands and other environmen­
tally scns1t1ve areas The new 
financ1al mcenuvcs include 
sigmng bonuses and more 
mone} for installing and main­
tainmg conservation practices. 
The incentives are enhance­

ments m the USDA's new sign­
up period 22 for the continuous 
sign-up of the Conservation 
Reserve Program. Des1gned to 
protect more envi ronmentally 
sens111ve land, the mcenuves 
include: 

l)An up-front signing bonus 
incentive of $I 0 per acre for 
every full year the contract 
covers. Th1s amounts to $100 to 
$I SO per acre at the start of the 
contract to help defray up-front 
installation costs for filter strips, 
ripanan buffers, grassed water­
ways, field windbreaks, shelter 

belts and livmg snO\\ fences. 
2)A payment incentive equal to 

40 percent of the practice 
mstallation cost of all continu­
ous CRP practices, mcluding 
contour buffer str1ps and shal­
low water areas for wildlife. 
This IS m add1t10n to the SO 
percent cost-share patd by 
USDA for establishmg cenain 
approved pracuces. 
3)Jncreases in maintenance rate 

mcentlves for cenam practices 
involvmg tree planting, fencing 
or water development Margmal 
pastureland rental rates nation­
wide were updated to better 
reflect the market value of these 
lands. In most cases rental rates 
tn Iowa increased slightly with 
the update. 
4)An mcrease of20 percent on 

the average w1dths of filter 
slrips and ripanan buffers to 
allow farmers to square off field 
and buffer boundaries for more 
efficient farmmg. 
" We're pleased to have more 

Nat ive Grass Seeds - Wildflowers -Cus tom Seed Cleaning 

Heyne Custom 
Seed Services 

Bruce A. Heyne, Owner 

26420 510th Street - Walnut, Io wa 515774 110 
Telephone. (712)784-3454 Fax. (712)784-2030 Mobile: (712)249.0227 

e-mail : HEYNESEEOS@neUns.net 
Homepage: http:lwww.netins.net/showcasefbluestem/.lndex.html 

CHIRDNGI 
OPTIMU YIELD 

GREENiPLAN· 

Gnd mapptng ts one of modern farming s most 
Important new technologies And no one knows how to 
make tt pay off for your farming operatton better than 
your local FS Crop Specialist Using the FS GREEN 
PLAN®, he'll help you to analyze vttal cropping data -­
from so1l sampling to yield monitonng -- in order to 
provtde you w ith accurate , stte-spectftc 
recommendations Give your FS Crop Spectahst a call 
today, and start charting your course toward opt1mum 

yteld and maximum profits. 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-2620 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-2313 • Griswold 778-2134 
Malvern 624-8612 • Audubon 563-2675 

mcentives to attract more 
farmers to the program," says 
Leroy Bro\vn, state conserva­
tionist for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Serv1ce " Iowa 
farmers lead the country m acres 
of buffers and number of 
contracts tn the contmuous s•gn 
up of CRP, but we have thou­
sands of miles of streams that 
can be improved with buffers 
and at the same ume offer very 
fa•r mcenuves to farmers," 
Brown says. 
More than 2S,OOO Iowa land­

owners have entered more than 
19S,OOO acres into the program, 
Brown says he also welcomes 
nev. funding for buffers from the 
state of Iowa as pan of the 
state's $11 .2 million water 
quality 101t1ative passed by the 
Iowa Legislat\lre. 
S1gn-up 22 began Apnl 6 and 

Will contmue through Sept. 30 
Up to $100 million wrll be 
provided in sigmng and prac­
tices bonuses in the current sign­
up, with $12S million each in 
fiscal years 200 I and 2002, ~ays 

Bob Soukup, State Executive 
Director for the USDA Farm 
Service Agency in Iowa. The 
fSA makes conservation buffer 
payments to landowners. 
"Unlike the regular CRP 

program, the continuous s1gn-up 
program allows producers to 
enroll eligible highly environ­
mentally sensnive land at any 
time, without waiting for a sign­
up penod or competing against 
other offers," says Soukup, "and 
we're encouragmg landowners 
to cons1der buffers as pan of 
their conservation system " 
Conservation buffers protect 

streams and rivers by keeping 
sediment and nutrients from 
entering the water, providing 
cleaner drinking water, enhanc­
mg recreation and 1mprovmg 
wildlife habitats. 
Landowners With quesuons and 

interest should contact their 
local NRCS or FSA office at 
their local USDA service center. 
More details on the new buffer 
rules are available on the 
Internet at http://fb-net.org/ccrp/ 

KEVIN RING 
Bulldozing & 

Hauling 

Bulldozing • Terracing • Building Site Grading 
• Clearing • All Kinds of Dirt Work 

• Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt & Asphalt 

712-485-2431 Neola, lA 

~ 
FARMERS & MERCHANTS 

EST. - STATE BANK - 1886 
OHices in Neola and Minden 

Ph. 485-2245 • Ph. 483-2611 

• 

Please c all o n us in re gard to: 
LOANS: 
• Agricultural Ope rating 
• Equipment, Truc k , Auto 
• Land, Housing, Ho me Improvement 
• Pe rsona l 
SAVINGS INS TRUMENTS, 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, IRA'S 
NO CHARGE CHECKING 

(We sti ll return your cancelled checks) 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

FDI€ 

Terrace removal 
policies are set 

The following regulations are 
the West Pottawattamie SWCD 
rules for removmg terraces: 

I )Applications to remove 
terraces need to be in wriung 
w1th the legal description, plat, 
aenal photo locaung terraces, 
estimate of footage to be re­
moved, explanation of why the 
terraces are being removed, and 
what will be done duriog 
constructiOn as well as in the 
end product to control soil 
erosion m a manner equal to or 
greater than that provided by the 
terraces. 
2)To prevent delays, applicant 

may wish to attend the comm•s­
s•oners meeung to present 
request for terrace removal and 
address any questions the 
commiSSIOners may have. 
J)The comrmss10ners w;ll tr) 

to have an answer for the 
applicant within 40 days of 
apphcauon being made. (Com­
miSSioners meet the second to 
the last Wednesday of each 
month.) The applicant will be 
notified of the commissioners· 
decision in Miting. The 40 da) s 
rna} be extended if more intor­
mation is needed. 
4) I 00% of all cost-share 

received will be paid befor~ an) 
terraces are removed and 
regardless of'' hat the tina I 
product is In special Circum­
stances, the commissioners rna) 
appro\c n:mo\al of a 5mall 
ponion of a terrace prior to cost­
share pay back 

5 )If any portion of a tem~~:e 1s 
removed, cost-share ''ill be paid 
b.tck on the enure terrace. 
6)1n situations ''here there rna) 

be man1 future O\mers (r e 
housing developments) all cost­
share on all terraces ''ill be 
repa1d, even if they are not 
removed at the current time 

7)Erosion has to be controlled 
during construction as described 
under Land Treatment Pollc) 
Soil Loss Llm1ts. 
8)The final product \\ill 

prov1de equal or better protec­
tion to the so1lthan the terraces. 
9)Disturbed ground will not be 

left b:~re tor longer than 21 days. 
Seeding should be completed 
immediately after final gradmg. 
If building delays prevent tina I 
grading activities, a CO\ er crop 
such as oats or rye grass should 
be established 
The commiss1oners have the 
nght at an) ume to deny the 
request to remove terraces. 


