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Judge in home stretch in campaign for ag secretary

Albian sees every county in Iowa in quest for heading Iowa agriculture

By DAVE PAXTON
Editor and Publisher

Paity Judge has spent the better
part of a vyear traveling hundreds
and hundreds of miles into every
county in Towa, hitting 30 county
fairs and meeting thousands of
lowans in her quest for lowa
Secretary of Agnculture,

She hasn't spent the kind of time
and effort ypher campaign to be sat-
isfied coming in second, but realis-
tically, she finds herself in the best
of all poliucal positions

If she wins, she has a chance to
help shape the future of an lowa
agriculture department that badly
needs 1o prepare atsell for the 21st
century — one of the most exciting
tasks in this midwest agncultural
slates

In the event she loses, she main-
tains her powerful seat in the lowa
Senate, has enjoyed the opportunity
of a lifetime in meeting lowans
from every comer of the state and
has positioned hersell for future
political battles.

Her campaign started in January
with the announcement of her cam-
paign and a whirlwind tnp around
the state hituing all of the major
cities in the state. Then she returned
to the Senate and her campaign was
greatly curntailed until May. The fact
that she didn't have a Democratic
challenger in the pnimary helped her
jump stan the campaign after the
legislative session ended and she
has been on the road non-stop since
then

“The fact that I didn't have a pn-

mary helped me keep focused on the
work in the Senate,” said Judge,
who is in the middle of her second
term representing the 46th Distnct
and holds the powerful position of
Assistant Minonty Leader for the
Democrats in the Senate

Adjournment came in late April
and Judge moved out full speed on
the campaign trail. Son, Joe, joined
the campaign when classes ended n
early May at the University of lowa.
The Judge's youngest son served as
his mother's dnver and assistant
throughout the summer months

When he retumned o school in
August, the campaign hired
Mitchell Gross of Grinnell, who
interned with U.S. Senator Tom
Harkin. A graduate of Ripon
College in Wisconsin, Gross has
broad knowledge of agricultural and
economic policy which helped as
Judge faced critical questions about
a collapsing world agricultural
cconomy

In the final week ol her cam-
paign, television advertising in
major metropolitan markets in lowa
have taken the place of the daily
grind of the campaign. She is sull
on the road, but is hituing spots she
hopes will turn out big blocks of
voles

“I'm glad | did 1t,"" saud Judge last
week, suffering from a cold and
sounding a little road weary. "'l be
glad when it's done, We've done
some polling and we look good.”

It hasn't been an easy year to be a
Democratic politician. “The Clinton
scandal 1sn’l what people wanted to
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New hay directory
available to farmers

The lowa Department of Agri-
culture and Land Stewardship
(IDALS) is now accepling listings
from lIowa hay and straw producers
who wish to be included in the De-
partment’s 1999 Hay and Straw D).
rectory.

This directory will list the names
and locations of Iowa hay and straw
producers and the types of forage
they have to offer. It also will hist
lowa hay associations, forage test-
ing laboratories, auctions and deal-
crs

The 1998 Hay and Straw Direc
tory listed 108 individual produc
ers, four forage testing labs, eight
torage auctions, 12 forage dealers
and brokers, four custom hay
grinders, 20 custom balers and
numerous businesses and associa
tions that serve hay producers

Listing forms that are now avail-
able at County Extension offices
and Farm Service Agency (FSA)
offices. Completed forms should be
mailed or faxed by Nov. 6 10 the
Agnicultural Marketuing Bureau
lowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship, Wallace
Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319
Fax: 515-242-5015

Frank Rhinehart,
progress on completion of Kendall'’s new erosion

discuss the

talk to me about,” said Judge. "The
looming agriculture crisis really has
been on everyone's mind. Bul
Clinton's problems did affect fund-
raising

“What people in lowa wanted (o
talk about in this campaign 15 what
the department of agnculture could
do about the price of corn. What can
we do to boost livestock prices,
They wanted my feelings aboul us
heading into another farm recession.
| found the campaign very 1ssue-ori-
ented.”

Unfortunately for Judge, whose
family farms, many of the major
problems facing lowa farmers are
federal issues, "Our agricultural
economy is so tied to the world
cconomy that there 1sn't a lot we
can do to immediately improve
prices,” she said,

"Certainly things 1'd advocate as
ag secretary would be a strong
Congressional lobby to push for
things like Fast Track, the develop-
ment of international markets,
things like that," she said. “"We need
to network with trade organizations
and development positions for lowa
in making our case to the federal
government

In some ways, though, we're just
going 1o have to weather the storm.”

One thing the campaign has
taught Judge is that fear of an
impending ag disaster is in every
comer of the state. “People are very
concerned.” she sad. "No one s
untouched. Those who survived the
80's are concerned we're going
back to that economic situation

control structure. Severe gully erosion con-
tributed to a heavy sediment [pad into an existing
pond. That will be solved by the new structure.

Loan Deficiency Payment
information available
on Iowa State web site

AMES The Center for
Agnicultural and Rural
Development (CARD) at lowa

state University calculates the day-
to-day f[luctuation in the Loan
Deficiency Payment (LDP) for com
and soybeans, and 15 offering this
information on its  Web
<www card jastate edu>

The LDP constitutes one of the
marketing available to
farmers from the U.S, Department
of Agriculture under provisions of
the 1996 Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act. The
CARD Web page 1s presently the
only public source offering daily
updated LDPs for all counties in the
Cornbelt

Throughout the harvest and stor-
age period ending May 31, 1999,
county-specific information about
the LDPs, as well as the loan rates,
will be an important tool that grow-
ers can use to more effectively mar-
ket their crops
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Low com and sovbean prices this
ETOWINg season have placed grealter
emphasis on the governments price
Suppont programs than in previous
years. Chogsing cither the loan or
the LDP, a farmer can: 1) request @
loan at the gounty's given loan rate
or 2) collegy the LDP, which pays
the differenge between the ;h“h'-d
county pnce and the loan rate on
any given da}' Of course, the deci
10N process s more complex and
takes inlg gecount more variab-
lessthan s Suggested by these (wo
choices, 3

For lﬂ‘dtplh discussions and
data, see CARDs |1.|:||.;_-1_|,1";g i'.‘ll‘“’ff-
L.oan D‘“ﬁﬂinm“_‘ Payments or the
Loan Pr{igr-,”n and Arc Loan
l.)L"I\..lCI’Ii:}' Pavments Too Low in
fowa? (The'first paper is available
in prnt fomm a5 well as on-line-
phone 5[5,2{},’ 1519 the second
paper, “-'hil‘.‘.‘]'“m ludes color maps, 15
available ofline only.)

Many people are wondering if they
can weather that sort of thing
again.”

Judge doesn’t think the same
dynamics exist today as they did in
the l‘.,’-i]”} 1OR()'s, ""We are not expe
nencing the high interest rates thai
started in the late 70's and stayed
through the carly 80's" she sad
“There are not as many farmers who
are leveraged like they were back
then. [ don't think we'll have the
same kind of full-blown recession
We saw at that me.”

Judge smid that it is hard 1n a cam
paign (o have to tell people govern-
ment can assure them of success. "l
don't think ihat is the function of
government,” she said. “When
things are totally beyond the control
of the producer, the governmenl
does need to look at what itcan do.”

Freedom to Farm

Judge may differ from some ol
her more liberal Democratic friends
in her conlinued support for the
Freedom to Farm Act, dended by
many as the “Freedom to Fail Act,”

“Alot of people want to abandon
it, but they will admit the plan has
never been fully camed out,” she
said The marketing component has
never heen tried. We can't say
defimitively whether it works or not
until it is implemented.”

Judge says that in her travels
around the state she hasn't gol the
sense that people wanl o jettison
the entire farm program. "Some
times I'll be alking 1o people and
they'll tell me they really suppor
Freedom 10 Farm, then If'-L"fl.r" tell

me components that need to be
added that are totally against the
spirit of the law. We're a long way
from stabilizing the program and
getting a true picture.

Judge has found a mixed reaction
to the hog confinement issue around
the state. “The 1ssue is very local-
ized,” she said. “ln some areas of
the state it 15 the major hot button
and in other arcas 1t 1sn” a big deal.

“l think we passed good legisla-
tion last spring, SCtting up a ncw
system of inspections and establish-
ing construction standards,” she
said. “In the past we had inspection
hased on complaint. Now we have
mandatory yearly inspection of
facilities. If local people disagree
with the DNR on the appropriate-
ness of a site they can seck inter-
vention from the EPP. “"What is yel
to be seen 15 how the recent
Supreme Court ruling making ag
unconstitutional will affect
farmers.” she said.

‘We tnied hard to find a balance
to let the hog industry grow and not
dnve them out, but make them oper-
ale in an environmentally sound
manner. [ think we've done a good
job in Iowa finding that balance.
I've looked at other states and their
legislation and I'm proud of what
we've accomplished.”

One of her goals, should she win
clection as ag secrelary, 1s 1O return
livestock regulation to the lowa
Department of Agriculture. “The
whole arena of livestock regulation
has fallen by default to the DNR."
she smd. “1'1l work to return inspec-

e

tion of hivestock facilities back o
the department of agriculture.”
Attitudes in Towa

The campaign has been a huge
learning experience for Judge. Even
though she has served in the lowa
Senate and has worked in different
parts of the state as a farm mediator,
lowans, she has discovered, are dif-
ferent.

“We think of Iowa being so
homogencous, but there are differ-
ences,” she said. “It 1s so interesting
to travel to different communities
and Iry to guess what they might be
about by looking at their buildings,
their churches, seeing what immi-
grant group ongmally settled in the
area

"T was in Emmetsburg doing a
tour of four counties in far north-
west lowa and was being teased
about the fact that no Democrats
reside up there,” she said. “I went
anyway and had a good time.
“The richness of the soil in one part
of the state compared 1o another
really is a factor in how farmers
approach different problems and
challenges” she said. "I was in a
part of the state where the sail 1s
lush and after I spoke to a gentle-
man that came up to me and said,
‘tell me one thing, how in the world
do you folks make a living?’ [ said
we are really resourceful.”

Judge said that she didn't sense
farmers in any sort of conflict with
each other from one ag area to

PATTY JUDGE
Cont.to P. 2

‘Premium prices for tofu
soybeans has Monroe
County farmers going organic

By DAVE PAXTON

Editor and Publisher

When R.D. Curran read about Japan paying premium
pages for organically grown, edible soybeans for its
huge tofu market, he looked around the farm land he
owns in south central lowa and decided to give it a try
An interesting niche markel for a man whose entire
life has been devoted to the livestock industry, but a
move a lot of lowa farmers are taking a look at as tra-
soybeans

ditional markets for com
remain depressed

Tofu is a staple in the Japanese diet, smd Curran, who
iIsworking on his second crop of organically-raised soy-
béans with another Monroe County farmer, Dean
Lathrop, “The Japancse export markets are troubled
right now, so we're not sure what the beans will even-
But tofu i1s what the Japanese

“-I-IH!)' sell for,” he sad

base their dict around and the market isn't going to go
away."

Information from lowa State Umiversity suggests that
prices for the specially grown, edible soybeans are any
where from $10-$15 per bushel and sometimes higher
Qﬂt there are reasons for the Premium
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TANGIE, MONROE COUNTY
SOIL. and Waler Conservation District
Commissioner, @nd Drew Nardy, Assistant

Manager at the Albig Hy-Vee store, stand next to
the “No Fall Tillage" drop box. The campaign,
sponsored by the Monrpe ( ounty SWCD and Hy-
|r’t"e, IS m“.m;‘nf o Provide some ene auragement

First of all, for the buyer and exporter of tofu beans,

beef and pork

there 15 money to be made. About one bushel of soy-
beans makes 500 to 600 pounds of tofu, a food that
Japanese use like Americans use bread.

On the grower side, it is somewhal more expensive.
To grow the crop, says Curran, you almost have to step
back 20 or 30 years in production techniques. “The
growing and marketing of the beans 1s closely moni-
tored by an organic certification group,” he said. “You
have to plant the soybeans on hay or pasture ground that
hasn't had pesticide or herbucide application for the past
three years. You plow and disc the ground like we used
to do before the advent of modem herbicides to gain
weed control. Then you rotary hoe it twice and cultivate
it a couple of umes. It's pretty labor intensive.”

Curran and Lathrop used a Pioneer brand edible soy-
bean, which is a bit bigger than a regular soybean and
higher in protein.

“The first vear the weed control isn't too bad.” said
Curran. “The second year you plant on the same ground

TOFU SOYBEANS

-Cont. to P. 2

to area farmers to save soil by not tilling their
land this fall. By signing a no fall tillage pledge
card, farmers are eligible for a series of drawings
to be held in December for $500 in cash and
prizes. Farmers are encouraged to sign a new
pledge card and drop it in the box each time they
come into the store.
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