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Judge in home stretch in campaign for ag secretary 
Albian sees every county in Iowa in quest for heading Iowa agriculture 

By DAVE PAXTON 
£dilor and Publlsh<r 

Patty Judge has ~pent the better 
part of a year 1J11vehng hundreds 
and hundreds ol mile~ mto every 
county m Iowa, hatung 30 county 
faar' and meeun~ lhousands ol 
lo.,.. an~ m her que~t for Iowa 
Sccre1ary of Agncullurc. 

Sh~ h~n' l spent the ~nd of umc 
and effort m her carnpaagn to be sat 
aslicd comang an second, but rcahs 
tically she finds herself tn the best 
of all poliucal po~auons. 

II she wans. she h~ a chance to 
help ,hape the future of an IO\\a 
agricuhure department that badly 
needs to prepare ttself for the 21st 
.:cntury one of the most excatlng 
ta~ks an thas mad.,..cst agncultural 
\t31C\, 

In the event she lose,. she mrun· 
truns her powerful seat m the Iowa 
Senalc, h~ enJoyed the opportunaty 
of a hfeume m meeung Iowans 
fmm e'ery comer ol the state and 
has posauoned hel"elf for future 
poliucal battles. 

Her campaign 'tar1cd in January 
.... uh the announcement of her cam 
paagn and a whirlwmd tnp around 
the stale hmmg all ol the maJor 
caue an the state. Then she returned 
to lh~ Senate and her camprugn wa' 
grc11ly curtailed until May The fact 
1ha1 she dadn 1 have a Democr:auc 
challenger m the pnmary helped her 
JUmp slart the carnprugn after the 
legi,lutlve session ended and sho.: 
has been on the road non-stop since 
then. 

"The fact that I dadn 't ha'e a pn· 

mary helped me keep focused on the 
work an the Senate s:ud Judge, 
who is an lhc maddle of her second 
term reprc,cntlng the 461h OJStricl 
and holds the powerful posatlon of 
Assistant Manonty Leader for the 
Democrats an the Senate 

Adjoummcnl came an late Apnl 
and Judge moved out lull speed on 
the campatgn traal Son. Joe. JOined 
the carnpa1gn when classes ended in 
early May at the Umver~lly of Iowa. 
The Judge·, youngest ~on served as 
hi\ mother's driver and ~~~~astant 

throughout the summer monlh\. 
When he returned 10 'chool in 

August, the campaagn hared 
Mllchell Gross of Gnnncll who 
interned "ath 1.., S s, n31or Tom 
Harlun A praduate I Rapon 
College an \\'a-consan, Gross has 
broad knowledge of agncuhural and 
cconomac policy which helped as 
Judge faced cnucal questions about 
a collap~mg world agncultural 
economy 

In the hnal week of her cam· 
paign, television advertising an 
major me1ropohtan markcls an Iowa 
have taken the place of the daily 
gnnd of the campaagn, She as ~ull 

on the ro.td, but is hilling 'JlOt' she 
hopes wall turn out bag blocks of 
voles. 

'' I'm glad I dad It," ~aad Judge last 
week, 'utlcnn!! from o cold and 
soundang a hule road \\C<~ry. 'Til be 
glad when u\ done. We've done 
some polling and we look good ... 

II hasn't been an eas) year to be a 
~mocratac polatlcaan "The Clanton 
scandal asn't ''hat people v.anaed to 

talk to me aboul," said Judge. "'11le 
loomang agnculturc cmas really has 
t>ccn on everyone s mmd But 
Clanton\ problem' dad affecl fund· 
ral\ang 

'What people an Iowa wanted 10 
talk aboul m this campaagn as what 
lhc departmenl ot agnculturc could 
do about the pncc of com. What cJn 
we do to boo~t hveMock price' 
nley wanted my leehngs aboul us 
hcadang mlo another fann rccessaon 
I found the campaagn very assuc-ori 
en led 

Unlortunatel) lor Judge who\C 
famaly fanns, many of tht maJor 
problems facmg Iowa fanners are 
federal assucs "Our agncultural 
c nn 1my as so ued to the world 
economy thai 1here asn'l a lot we 
can do to ammcdaatcly amprove 
pn•cs," she o;aad 

"Certainly lhmg\ I'd advocate as 
ag secretary would be a strong 
Congressaonal lobb) to pu'h for 
thmgs hke Fast Track, the .;levelop­
mcnl ol anlcrnauonal markets 
lhings lake thai"' \he saad "We need 
lo ne1work wilh lr.u.le organaz.uuons 
lind de,·elopment posauons for IO\•a 
an makmg our C11sc to the federal 
go,cmment. 

' In some ways, though, we're JUS I 
goang 10 have to weather the storm." 

One thang the campaign h:u 
t.1ught Judge as that fear of an 
ampendang ag das.mer as in C\ery 
comer of the stale, "People arc very 
concerned," she s.ud. "No one as 
unlouched. Those who survaved lhe 
80's .tre concerned we're gomg 
bad: 10 that economac situation 

DAYTON KENDALL AND his eartlr-mo~:ing 
contractor, Frank Rhinehart, discuss tire 
progress on completion of Kendall's new ero!i ion 

control structure. Severe gully erosion con· 
tributed to a heavy sediment load into an existmg 
pond. That will be solved by the new structure. 

New hay directory 
available to farmers 

The Iowa Department of Agn 
culture and Land Stewardshtp 
(IOALS) as now accepting hsllngs 
from Iowa hay and straw producers 
1\ho wash to be ancluded an the De­
partment s 1999 Hay and Straw Dt· 
rectory. 

nus darectory wall list the names 
and locataons of Iowa hay and straw 
producers and the type~ of forage 
they have to offer It also wall h~l 
Iowa hay assocaatJons, forage 1es1 
ang laboratones auctions and deal 
crs. 

The 1998 Hay and Straw Otrec· 
tory h\led 108 andavadual produc· 
ers, four forage tc~ung labs. caght 
torage auctions, 12 forage dealer> 
and brokers four custom hay 
gnnders 20 custom balers and 
numerous busanesses and ~socaa· 
lions that sene hay producers 

Lasung forms that are now avaal· 
able at County Ex1ensaon offi~e~ 
and Farm Ser~ace Agency (FSA) 
offices. Completed forms should be 
maaled or faxed by Nov 6 to the 
Agncultural Markcung Bureau . 
Iowa Dcpartmenl of Agncuhurc 
and Land Stcwardshap, Wallace 
Bualdang, Des Moanes Iowa 50319 
Fax. 515-242-5015 

Loan Deficiency Payment 
information available 
on Iowa State web site 

AMES - The Center for 
Agncultural and Rural 
Development (CARD) at Iowa 
State Um,·crsny calcuhllc> the day­
lO·day flue 1uation in I he Loan 
Delicacncy Payment (LOP) for com 
and soybeans, and as offenng thas 
mfonnatlon on als Web site 
<v..ww.card aastate.edu> 

The LOP cons111utcs one of the 
markeunc opuons avaalable 10 
fanners from the U.S. Depnrtmenl 
of Agncullure under provmons of 
the 1996 Federal Agriculture 
Improvement and Reform Act The 
CARD Web page as prcscn1ly the 
only pubhc source offcnng daily 
updaled LOPs for all counues m 1he 
Corn belt 

Throughout the harves1 .and stor· 
age penod ending ~lay 31 1999. 
county·\pecafic anfonnauon about 
1he LOPs, as well as the loan rates, 
will be an amportant tool thai grow­
ers can u'e to more eftccuvely mar· 
ket thc:ar crops. 

Low com and soybean pnce~ 1has 
growang season have placed grea1er 
emphasis on lhe governments pncc· 
'upport progrruns than in prevaou' 
year~. Choosang ctther the loan or 
the LOP, a fanner can. I) requesl a 
loan a1 1he county 's given loan rote. 
or 2) collect the LOP, whach pays 
1hc dafference belween the pos1ed 
counl)' price and the loan ra1e on 
any gaven day Of course, the dec a· 
>~on process " more complex and 
takes anto account more vanab· 
lc\Sthan is sugge~1cd by thc~c two 
choaces. 

For an-depth da\cussaons and 
da1:1, ~ee CARDs Bncfing Papers 
Loan Deficiency Paymen1s or 1he 
Loan Program and Are Loan 
Defacaency Pa)ments Too Lo" an 
Iowa? <The fiN paper as a'a )able 
an pnnt form as well as on hnc· 
phone 515-294 75 19, 1he second 
paper, which includes color map\ ts 
avaalable onhnc only.) 

I 

Many people are wondermg af lhcy 
can weather that sort of lhing 
agaan. 

Judge docsn ' t think the same 
d}namac~ cxasl today as 1hey dad m 
the early 1980's "We ill't not cxpc­
ncncmg 1he hagh 10teres1 rates that 
staned 10 the late 70's and stayed 
through the early 80's." she s,aad 
'There :1rc not as many farmers who 
arc leveraged like they were back 
then. I don'l 1h10k we II have the 
same kmd of full blo\\n recession 
v.e sa"' .al that umc. 

Judge saad thalli as hard rna cam· 
paagn lo have to tell people govern­
men! can <Jssure them of success. "I 
don 1 thmk that is the fun"ion of 
go,crnment, she snad "\\>"hen 
things nrc totally be)ond lhe control 
of the producer 1he government 
does need to look at wh.ll 11 can do." 

Freedom to Farm 
Judge may differ from some ol 

her more liberal Dcmocrauc fnends 
10 her continued support for the 
Freedom 10 F.mn Act derided b) 
many as the "Freedom 10 fail Acl 

"A lot of people "'.ml lo abandon 
It, but they wall admit the plan has 
ne'er heen lully curncd out," she 
saad The markeung component has 
ne1·er hden tried . We can't say 
definatavely "'helher 11 "'ork' or nol 
unultt is amplementcd ' 

Judge says that 1n her !ravels 
around the \tate she has.,'t got the 
sense lh.tl people want lo JC!Uson 
the enlirc farm progr.tm 'Some· 
umes I'll he talkang lo people and 
the)'ll tell me they re.tlly support 
Frtedom II"> hr!'l ohnn the) 'II tell 

me components that need to be 
added that arc 1otally agaanst the 
~parit of lhc law. We re a long way 
from stabalwng the program and 
gelling a true picture. 

Judge has found a maxed reacuon 
10 1he hog confinement assue uround 
the slate. 'The 1\\Ue is very lcx:al­
ltcd." she saad "In some area\ of 
lhc state it as the maJOr hoi button 
and in other are<~s 11 asn' a bag deal 

"I thank we passed good legasla­
llon last sprang, seumg up a new 
sysacm of anspecuons and e~tabhsh­
ang construcuon standards." she 
saad. "[n the pa\t we had anspccuon 
h<~SCd on complaanl. Now we have 
m.mdatory yearly mspeeuon of 
facihues. If loc.11 people dasagrce 
v.uh the DNR on lhe appropnate· 
ness of a s11e they can seck anler­
vcnuon from the EPP "What as yet 
lo be seen as how the recent 
Supreme Court rulang makang ag 
areas unconstitutional wall affect 
farmers" she saad 

We tned hard to find a balance 
lo lei the hog andustry grow and not 
.lnve them out, but make them opcr· 
ate 1n an envaronmentally sound 
manner. I thank we've done a good 
JOb an Iowa lindang that balance 
I've looked at other states and thear 
legl\lauon and I m proud of what 
\\e've accomplashed. 

One of her goah, should she wm 
elccuon as ag 'ecrctary as to return 
hvcstcx:k regulation to the Iowa 
Department of Agnculture "The 
"'hole arena of livestock regulauon 
ha> fallen b) defauh to the DNR," 
she ,aad "I'l l ",.,rk 10 re urn ins pee· 

uon of lavestock facahues back to 
the department of agnculture." 

Attitudes in Iowa 
Tht.: campaign has been a huge 

learnang experience for Judge. Even 
though she has served an the Iowa 
Senate and has worked in dafferent 
parts of the stale a~ a farm medaator 
Iowans she has dascovered. are daf· 
ferenl. 

'We thank of Iowa beang so 
homogeneous, but there are differ· 
enccs," she srud 'llts so interesung 
to travel to different commumues 
and try to guess what they maght be 
about by lookmg at !heir buildings, 
lhetr churches, seeang what amma· 
grant j!roup originally settled an the 
area. 

-·r wa~ an Emmetsburg doang a 
tour ot four counues an far north 
wesl Iowa and was beang teased 
about the fact that no DemocraLs 
resadc up there she said 'I went 
anyway and had a good lime 
"llae nchness of the soil an one part 
of the ~tate compared to another 
really is a factor an how fanners 
approach dafferent problems and 
challenges. she srud. "I was in a 
part of the state where the soal as 
lush and after I spoke to a gentle· 
man thai came up to me and saad, 
'tell me one thing, how an the world 
do you folks make a hvang'>' I srud 
we are really resourceful" 

Judge s3.1d that she dadn 't sense 
fanners an any sort of conflict with 
each other from one ag area to 

PA1T\ JUDGE 
-Cont. to P. 2 

~Premium prices for tofu 
soybeans has Monroe 
County farmers going organic 

8) OAH PAXTON 
t;dllur and Publisher 

When R.D. Curran read about Japan payang premaum 
pnces for organicall) gro.,..n, edablc soybean~ for Jls 
huge tolu market, he looked around the farm land he 
o~ns an south central lo\\ a and decadcd to give it a try 

An antcro.:stlng nachc market for a man \\hose enure 
hfe has been devoled 10 lhc liveslock industry but a 
move a lot of Iowa Iarmer' are taking a look at as tra 
dauonal markets for com, 'oybeans, bo.:cf and pork 
remaan depre~sed 

Tofu" a \taple an the J.1panese dacl. saad Curran who 
is workang on his second crop of organacally-raased soy· 
beans w11h anolhcr Monroe County I anner. Dean 
Lathrop. ' Ille Japanc~ "port markets are troubled 
right now, so we're nol sure \\hat the bo.:an\ will even 
tually 'ell lor he ,aad 'But tofu i' whal the Japanese 
base !hear dael around and the markcl asn ' 1 goang to go 
away" 

Infom1a11on from !011 J Slale Umvcr'll} 'ugg~ls that 
prices lor the spee~alh 1!1'0\\0. edablc so}bo.:Jns are an}· 
"here from $10-$15 per bu,hel and someumes hagher. 
Butlhero.: .trc reasons for lhc premium 

ALBERT TANGl E, MONROF COU\'Tl 
SOIL and Water Conservation Distrtct 
Commtnioner, and Drew Nardy, Assistant 
Manager at tlte ('a lbia IJy. Vee store, stand next to 
the "No Fall Ttl/age" drop box The campaign, 
sponsored bJ the Monroe County SUCD and Hy­
Vee, is intrndtd to provide some encouragement 

First of all, for the buyer and exporter of tofu beans, 
there as money to be made. About one bushel of soy· 
beans makes 500 to 600 pounds of tofu. a food that 
Japanese use like Amencans use bread. 

On the grower sade at as somewhal more expensave. 
To gro.,.. the crop, says Curran, you almost have 10 step 
back 20 or 30 years an producuon techniques. "The 
growang and markeung of the beans as closely mona­
tored by an organic certalitauon group." he said " You 
have to plant the soybeans on hay or pasture ground that 
hasn't had pesucide or herbacade appllcauon for the pas1 
three yclll'o You plow and dasc the ground like we used 
to do before the advent of modem herbacades to grun 
weed control. Then you rotary hoe 11 1wace and cultivate 
11 a couple of times. It's prcuy labor intensive " 

Curran and Lathrop used a Paoneer brand ed1ble soy· 
bean, which 1~ a bll bagger than a regular soybean and 
hagher an prolean. 

"The faN year the weed control asn 't 100 bad," saad 
Curran The second }Cur you plant on the same ground 

TOFU SOYBEANS 
-Cont. to P. 2 

to area farmers to save rot/ by not tilling their 
land this fall. By signmg a no f all tillage pledge 
card, farmers are eligible for a series of drawings 
to be held in December for $500 in cash and 
prizes. Farmers are encouraged to stgn a new 
pledge card and drop it 111 the box each time they 
come into the store. 

• 


