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LADIES:

We meet this afternoon to inaugurate the third year of the exist-
ence of the Des Moines Woman’s Club.

It seems like an criental tale, of the impossible to assert- that
the many Assocciations, Clubs, Circles, and Societies of women, whether
formed for church, literary, social or philanthropic purposes, now so
numerous, have all come into being within the past half century. Yet
such is the fact.

The first record we find of women asgsociating themselves under
regulations made by themselves and for their exclusive benefit, is in the
year 1840. Early in that year the girls of wowell, Mass. working in the
factories, formed what they called an "Improvement Circle'. They met
once in two werks. The entertainment was the reading of communications
written by themselves. In October of that year, these Lowell girls
published the "iLowell Offering", the first magazine ever edited and pub-
lished by women.

The contents consisted of selections from the budget of articles
which had beecn read at their "Circlel.

We next hear of a convention called at Seneca Falls, N.# on
the 19th and 20th of July, 1848, to discuss the "social, civil and relig-
ious" condition of woman. Its discussions occupied two entire days, the
first day the speakers being women exclusively. A declaration of senti-
‘ ments or rizhts was adopted, and a series of resoclutions were éﬁéﬁEﬁa.

The declaration of rights declared, among many other things, that all men
and women are created esual.! The resclutions were numerous, and while

I would 1like to call your attention to several of them, I have made a note
of but two, which are as follows:

RESOLVED; "That the equality of human rights results necessarily



from the fact of the identiﬁv of the race in capabilities and responsi-
bilities.

RESOLVED : "That the women of this country ought to be enlight-
ened in regard to the laws under which they live that they may no longer
publish their degradation, by declaring themselves satisfied with their
present position, nor their ignorance by asserting that they have all
the rights they want."

This convention at Seneca Falls created much Qtir'among.thinking
people and caused wide-soread comment.

The girls at wowell had gquietly met in their "Circles", had
published their own magazine and sought self-gulture.' The convention

at Seneca Falis was heralded by a public Call in newspavers having the

widest circulation and its proce=dings were reported by them. It demanded
changes in laws and in the generally accepted position of woman. It
sought her good, and through her that of the whole human family. It

moved for a concert of action to secure changes in the laws affecting
women in many of their rights, espeqially thé ;ight of holding préperby,
and demanded that they have a direct wvoice in.making these changes.
The newsvaoer world called the members and those taking part in it "cranks"
the thoughtless laughed, but the better dispogea ﬁondered the subject in
wiser mocod. One of the results was that changes were %naugerated and
have been gradually made in the laws affect#ng.woﬁan’s positionj in }aﬁs
that had been a derv disgrace to the stéiﬁstics of a.ciéilized péonle,
but with all the changes that have been made, man& still remain that
snould be remedied. |

The next foot-print upon the dial-plate of time that'marks an

added step toward woman’s emancipation occurred in 1868. Twenty yvears

had passed since the convention at Seneca Falls. The girls of ’48



have matured. They have become the matrons of 68 and many of them have

managed by some means to get an education. For the education of girls
was not considered necessary in those early days. And in those primitive
days girls had to edge their way into the schools. They had alsc learned
of fathers, of brothers and were self-taught. Some of them were teachersy
a few had become journalists; others were daintily edging around and
managé%jto get a taste of the sweets of artistiec and scientific knowledge.

The conference of the few earnest spirits at Sensca Falls in 1848,
the declaration of sentiments there adopted, the resolutions passed, had
been the sowing of sesd out of which grew in this 1868, a generation later,
the first incorvoration of an association of women. There had, however,
in the mean time, besn a number of Equal Rights Societies formed, in which
women had been associated with some of the noble-minded men of that day,

1
whddﬁéd besn steadily working for woman’s elevation and advancement.

The Articles of Incorvoration of this Woman’s Association, stated
its objects to be "the oromotion of agrecable and useful relations among
women: the discussion and dissemination of principles and facts which
promise to exert a salutary influence on women and on society, and the
establishment of an order which shall render the female sex helpful to
each other and actively benevolent in the world.

The name by which it was known was Sorosis. It was the celebrate
woman’s club of New York city. You will pardon me, Ladies, if I here
digress a moment to speak 0f the derivation of the word "Sorosis! as from
its aporopriateness it intérested me much. It may be familiar to you,
but was not known to me, untii I found it with its various and interesting
definitions in the manuel of the Society.

"Sorosis" is derived from the Greek word, Soureusis, an aggrega-

tion. Its French enuivalent is Sorose. Sorocsis (is defined in Henslow’s



Dictionary of Botanical terms) as a compound, fleshy fruit, formed by the
close ag-regation of many flowers, whose floral whorls become succulent,
and in Cook?’s Manuel of BRotanical terms, "as a compound fleshy fruit re-
sulting from many “lowers.”"  The pime-apole, the fig, the bread-fruit
and the mulberry are such fruits.

It is evident that Sorosis had a mission; a mission that existed
in the hearts of its founders-- women of ability in literature, science
and philanthrony. The fact of women organizing themselves in a club,
was generally commented on and criticised in private circles. By the
public it was viewed with aporehension as a dangerous innovation, and the
newspapers treated it with ridicule or indignation, declaring it an un-
heard of thing-- that women should presume to associate themselves in a
Society for any purpose whatever.

The first article of thf¢ constitution of Sorosis, stated its
ocbject to be, "to bring together women engaged in literary, artistic,
scientific and philanthropic pursuits, with the view of rendering them
helpful to each other and useful to soeciety." Its second, declared that
the Association shall encourage a liberal interchange of thouzht among its
members, by written essays and verbal discussions upon all subjects that
pertain to its object, and shall endeavor to make practical the ideas thus
evolved. "

The formation of the New York Club was followed by that of others,
generally for self-culture, sometimes for philanthrovic purposes, and some
with a view to obtaining vpolitical eauality, in the belief that this would
more rapidly and effectualiy remedy the evils women were secking to lessen.
The latter, however, usualiy admitted men as members.

It only required five years of education in Sorosis, the first

formed as also the leading club amongz women, for some of the advanced



thinkers and workers in it, to become convinced of the value that some
form of concerted national action among them would be to woman’s advance-
ment; and in 1873, a committee was empowered to issue the following
messenger:

"The necessity of fellowship and concerted action among women
interested in the advancement of the race, and more especially of their
own sex, is so apoarent, that we do not hesitate to assert that by far
the larger oortion of our efforts in that direction are fruitless, because
they are solitary and isolated.

Thousands of noble and beneficent women.scattered all over our
country, are today thinking, writing and speaking the truths which all
women neod, and many are waiting to heaf, and which would at once be a
renovating force in the land, if the believers could, in a congregated
body, unite upon practical methods for their incorvoration into gzovernment,
business and social life.

Therefore, in consideration of the present demand for unity of
method among women interested in like objects, Sorosis whose purpose is to
render women helpful to each other and useful to society, has determined
to take the preliminary steps for bringing the representative women of the
countTy together in a Woman’s Congress, that unitedly we may take into
careful consideration the more important auestions that affect our
woman’sg life. "

A call was promised as soon as sufficient encouragement should

be received. To this there was a hearty Tresponse-- and the Call was
accordingly issued-- to meet, as they said, a pressing demand for inter-
change of thought and harmony of action among women. The Call stated,

that they were assured of the attendance of a zoodly number of the

"pre-eminently talented, cultivated, and beneficent women, who, by means



of higher education, broader fields of industry, better laws, artistic

and scientific oursuits, business discipline, and an enlightened mother-
hood, hoped to remove the sources of misery and cure the evils that so
many of our benevolent women spend their lives in ameliorating."

It was my good fortune to be in attendance at thié first congress
of women, and the impression left on me will not easily be effaced. It
was held at the Union lLeague Theater in New York City, the resident mem-
bers of Sorosis entertaininz the congress and attending its sessions,
which were crowded with the most intelligent audiences with which it has
ever been my experience to meet. Mary A, Livermore presided and papers
of much merit and uvpon a diversity of subjects were read and discuss=ed.

It had ber n understood that woman’s advancement was the point to
be urged, and a few had supvosed that she could make such advancement
without political egualitys; these few were probably disenchanted by the
end of the sessions, as no one guestion received more attention, or more
ungualified aporoval, than the one embodying the necessity for women being
empowered with the rights of citizenship, that would come to her by way
of the bhallot.

This was in 18%3, and since that time, sessions of the congress
have, each year, bheen held in some city of the Union. At these times
the proceedings have been very fully reported by the press: the visiting
officers and members have besn handsomely entertained and many invitations

have been extended to them to visit Reformatory Institutions and places of

local interest. Among the highly aporeciated of these have been trips to
: . . . ,
the Dalles of the Wisconsin and,Niagara Falls: to Boston harbor and its

penal institutions, and to the White Mountains, etec.
It is a notable fact that wherever the congress has been held

1
and the aims of the Association have thus become better known, its objects l
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clubs have sprung up that are accomplishing much good. Two years ago

its sessions were held in this city, and immediately following it, this
club was formed. It was stated at the time that its object was to create
an organized center of thought and action among women. ! In practice it
has been largely, literary, amounting almost to a system of self-culture,
to the exclusion of ought else. And this is undoubtedly the best founda-
tion for successful future work, whether for the individual or the public.

A committee, however, of inquiry and investigation from the club
during its first season, resulted in the establishment of a woman’s ex-
change. It was incorporated.and has a constitution ‘and corwvs of officers,
and last winter, after a discussion that followed the reading of a paper
Mon the comparative walue of different modes of education', a committee
was appointed to prepare an apoeal to our local School Board, asking for
the establishment of a department to teach sewing in the bublic schools.
The apoeal was prepared, approved by the club and presented to the School
Board. In presenting it, the committee were courteously received; a
number of questions asked and answered and the promise given that it should
receive gque attention. In conversation, since that time, with members of
the Board and others conversant with the situation, I am assured that
there is zood prospect of its sueccess, and that this important industry
will soon be a part of our course of public instruction. The tendancy
of the times is in the direction of practical education and we will be
zlad, if as a club we have helped more than we could have done personally,
to forward the establishing of this desirable pwkdie instruction for our
public schocl children.

The axiom is an old one that "in union there is strengih."
Cne of the wise men amonz the ancients, wishing to iliustrate this idea,
took a single rod and broke it, then another and broke it. He then

bound a number of the same kind of rods together, and they were too



strong to be broken by the strength of one man. A beautiful application

this conception is shown in the building of wire suspension bridges.

b=y

o}
We are probably none of us so young, as not to remember the interest at-
tached to the first effort to bridge Niagara river below the Falls. The
discussions, the doubts that were expressed of its success: and with what
anxiety we watched for the reports of the efforts that were made to pass
the first wire over the secthing, foaming river, with its deep, swift
current, running between perpendicular banks. And how, when the feat was
accomplished, and that first wire was passed from bank to bank, it was so
weak that there were serious doubts, if its strength would support its
weight until another could be gotten over and bound to it. But another
wire was securely taken over, and the two were joined, and then another,
and another, and they were bhound each to the other, first in rovpes, andZw
the ropes were bound to other roves and cables were formed, and so a
bridge was made, and all with the tiny wires; but so strong that it bears
Aok ra-esl
the vassage of the heaviest,trains,sesntheTraiirond.

This system of a union of wires in bridze-building embodies and
illustrates the theory and benefits of organization. The wires are the
individuals, bringing them together in olusteés, binding them, and passing
them over the piers, and fastening them to the anchors, is the machinery,
the constitution and bylaws of the organization. The material of the
wire is the mettle of the individual members, and the anchors, strong,
heavy and not to be moved, the verfected discipline of the Society.

4nué’ anrl

Men have taken advantage of this kind of,assoltiation from the
earliest times; and by so doing, have accomplished much that could not
otherwise have beém done. Notably in warfare and in governments.jxrmies
have be-n powerful in proportion to their numbers, the intelligence of

their leaders, and the discipline maintained in them. Governments strong



as the governing power and the people, have be-n wise, frugal, industrious
and complete in organization.

The records of sacred history inform us that woman was originally
placed in the Garden of Eden with the same rights, the same priviledges,
the same responsibilities as man. That thirsting for knowledge, she
was beguiled into over-stepping the regulations governing that small
kingdon. That she was joined by her husband in her disobedient acts,
and both were driven forth,apvarently upon e~ual terms, to combat the
evil and labor for the gooed and desirable outside of Paradise.

The early histeory of the world is involved in much obscurity.

But the pages of ecclesiastical and prefane history give glimpses, occa-
sionally, of some prominent woman, usually of superior mold, whose light
has shown beyond the environments of her home life.

We have heard of Miriam with sonzs still swest after the lapse
6f thousands of years. Sarah, the wife of Abraham, the politician of
that period. Rachel, worthy to hold the steadfast affections of Jacob
through twice seven years, and crowning the marital relation where love
was reciprocal, by the glory of a motherhood that gave to Israel a Joseph,
grand above the other men of his time and savior of his peovole in the
days of their greatest need.

Abigail who, had she lived in these latter days, would have been
criticised as strong~-minded, but in her day, was rewarded by a marriage
with the king.

Deborah, a prophetess and both warricr and statesman: Esther,
of whom it was asked, "who knoweth but that thou camest into the kingdom
for such a time as this. ™ Naomi, Ruth and many others. Later, many
women are spoken of as followers of Christ and workers in the church. The

wife of Pilate, a heathen woman, was so impressed with the injustice of
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the accusations against the Savior, that she made herself conspicious by

sending a message to her husband regarding the subject awaiting his

decision when he sat on the judgment seat. And Sé%hira who for a like
ecrime, was punished equally with Annanius. Indead, we find no where in

God'’s sacred word, any distinetion because of sex in God’s rewards or
punishments.

iLater in the worlds history, we have the account of a Venitian
lady, more learned in the law than the men of her period; of Isabella of
Castile, far-secing even to the pledging her jewels for the venture of
finding a new world. Joan of Arec, the victorious leader of the armies
of her country; and of a number of Sovereiz¥#ns, as Catherine pf Russia,
Marie Therese of Austria and Elisabeth of England, successful beyond the
average of the kings and emperors who reigkned during the same periods.
Later stili, Viectoria of England has already completed her half-century of
Queen-ship, and while bearingz the sceptre of her kingdom, its duties and
responsibilities, she has at the same time been a model, loving wife, an
inconsolable widow, a careful pains-takinz mother to a numerous family
and besides has written a book and it is said, is writing another.
ﬁﬁnd yet it is whispered that she is a woman of but average ability.)

But these, as workers, all were women, each standing alone in her
place, or their efforts were connected with those of men, helping to
forward the same measures which have ever kept man in supremacy.

1

!
thi; woman was the reigning monarch, and pOSSeSSeqfthe same f!ﬂ
power that a man would have possessed had a man been sovereigg, it seems
never to have entered the brain of either sex, that men and women, could
hold the same position, an equal position as Subjects,aﬁaéﬁll as when
they were scvereigns. But women were without organization, and continued

to be so until within the present half-century. Theugh slow in moving

in this respect at first, they have be-n apt learners as the rapid increase
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of the number4 of their organizations will show. The membership to each
of these may be small. Many are church societies for missionary work,
whose field embraces work for both sexes; or for helping to pay church

debts or towards church supvort; and these often, have a way of leaning

as helvers toward some society managed by men: Put even these are educa-
tional and we are glad of them. The young bird must plume its wings before
it can fly. ¢

The Woman?’s Christian Temperance Union is at this time, undoubt-
edly the largest and best organized of all exclusively women organizations,
though the first thoupght of bringineg it into being was only conceived

after the Ohio Crusade against the liquor traffic, about a dozen years

ago. It not only has a focting in every state in the Union, but extends
to Canada, England and even around the world. Its many departments of

work, over thirty in number, fit it to me=t the ne=ds of every woman,
who is willing to do ought for the mitigation of evil, or the righting of
WTOng. And just hers, with your vermission, I will express my regret
that the ladies of this city are so little acguainted with the opportuni-
ties it opens for humanitarian work and that the Union here may have a
new growth in numbers and influence.

The 4. a. W., that is, The Associaticn for the Advancement of

Women, is probably the second in size of any exclusively womdn’s associa-

tions, in the extent of the territory influenced. But the 4. A, W. has a
membership of individuals only. The clubs that are its out-growth are
1ef£ isolated. The A. A. W. furnished no machinery to bind them to it.

Even their objects may be diverse, and if diverse they could not be bound
in one harmonious whole. But we fe~l like askingz, why they should be
diverse? It is a source of weakness to act separately; of strenzgth to

be united. The A. A. W. probably builded better thanit knew, It did not
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realize the excessive hunger of women for the companionship that would
advance her woman interests, the many clubs that would spring up in
it€ pathway.
The object of the &, A. W. isg stated as being "to consider and
oresent practical methods for securing to women higher intellectual,
moral and ohysical conditions, with a view to the improvement of all
domestic and social relationd) This ohject is surely worthy our efforts
to further. And its motto, truth--justice--honor-- could it be improved?
I would like to sugzest that whenever we find that there is

unanimity of sentiment amongz our memhers, favorable to making the stated

A
o

objects of our club conform to that of the A. A. W.,dthey have ever been
much the same, that we shall make the change. This will bring us nearer
the parent Bociety though the link that binds us be invisible, and at some
Congress not many vears hence, we may be bound by the actual tie of kin-
ship.

You have heard that I believe in combination. At this period
in history, it would seem as if women were waiting for it, though it may
be that perhavs none of us havéﬁ£;kened to a full knowledge of its value.
But a study of our laws affecting women; a knowledge of the fact that
mothers are not the legal guardians of their own children, and an inter-
change of ovinions on the great guestions of the day, will rouse new
thoughts, will intensify thelr love of liberty, and help to give a real-
izing s2nse of thesxr value and ne2d c¢f organization..

Women as they come to realize the disparity between their labor
and its reward, as compared to the recompense men receive for the same
labor, should learn to apoly the lesson.

on ot
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The condit women in one place affects their condition

in every olace. By & more perfect combination of purvose, ,organizing
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of effort, and a more complete recognition of the subtile and bhinding
ties of a universal sisterhood, womdAn. should and will be in a position

to command respectful attention to her wishes.

Then as she is true to herself, will the honor and justice be
accorded her, and the motto of the A. A. W. "truth-- justice--honor!
not only be inscribed upon the outer temple but be implanted in the

hearts of her children.



