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S U G G E S T I 0 N S 

for the 

B E A U T I F Y I N G- 0 F- T H E- C I T Y- 0 F- D E S M 0 I 

l 

on a 

C 0 M P R E H E N S I V E P I.~ A N. 

By Charles Mulford Robinson 

"The greatest thing that could be done for any city 

would be to show the people what they want" 

-Joseph Lee. 

I • 

I u. 

' 
t 

r 'f 
J 

{ 

I J 

c l ' 

') . 

• ' t '\. 
L-

~.{ .e. -( <- ~-< -L 

A"L~c~.t-f-' a. r 

• 

I 



CONTENTS. 

PT[{ODUCTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Pg. 2 
. 

-Topographical Conditions of the Problem • 

I. TRE1t1TS • • ••.•.......••........•.••••.•.•.•.•.•••.•. " 7 
-The Fundamental Framewo.ck of the City. 

I 1 • RAIL.-qQ.ADS AND INDUSTRIES • o •• o ••••••••• o •••••• o o • o 11 30 
-The City 's Dependence for Wealth and Power. 

I f o r.IVIC CIDTTE.R ~ID CAPITOL APPROACH 
-Custodian of the City's Dignity 

to the Honor of the State. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
and its Tribute 

" . 3 9 

r. PARKS ~TD PLAYGROU}IDS •.•....... •••••o•••o•• •••••• " 56 
-A Source of Health and Pleasure for All the Citizens. 

". BOULE\TAROS, PARKWAYS and NEW Parks ••....•..•••.••• 
-Proper Attributes to a Prosperous City • 

• 

• 

" ?I 



• 

• 

• 

I NTRODUCTION . 

- Toi.~ographical Gondi tions of the Problem 

; 



• 

Introduction. 

To the Honornhle, the City council, 

De 1 oinea, Iowa. 

Gentl men:-

Under the ter.me of the reeolutio~ passed by your honorable body, I 

have been aoked to make suggestion• for the beautifying of Doe Moines on 

a comprehcn~ive plan. On investigation, the task has proved to be unua-

ually difficult. 1'his is not beca--\lee the opportunitiee for civic beauty 

in ne~ Moines are few. On the contrary, their number and variety are 

inJpiring. But the city is cut by ita rivers into at least three dis-

tinct actions, - counting the Highland Park district as belonging to 

Eaet Dea Moinoa .. and these differ graa.tly in topography and manner of 

I!lun1c1.pal development. So the problem is practically that of three cit-

ica inatead of one , with the added task or tying them togother , of making 

aa.ch complimentary to the others, welding the three into one hOI!togeneous 

ana beautiful municipality t.tla·~ mhall be worthy of one of t e g:t'"ea.test 

and wealthiest statea. For aa the capital city , Dea Moines officially 

sto.ndo for Iowa. 

Very briefly , let ua consider \~1at are the general topographical 

oondi tions: The Dee Moines river, coming down from 'the northwest, ta.kes 

at firBt an irregularly southeautward course , the aection known as High• 

land Park being on its north bank. Then it turns southward , dividing 

mo t of t.he rest of the oi ty into fairly even e~ust and west sides . Tho 

Raccoon river, flowing with many twieta and turns generally cae·tward , 

mptie~ into the Des Moines just south of the city's bueinesa dictrict , 

and the enlarged Dee Moines river then proceete eastwardly, le~ving a con= 
' 

siderable section of the city south of the rivera . The railro~ds ob the 

north bank o:f ·the eaetwa.rdly flov;ing rivers , and pa.ra.lleling in a genero.l 

ray their couree , still further cut off the south aide from the central. 

portiona - ae , again , does tha Raccoon•a tendency to overflow the low 

land aujacent to it . The Des Moines river also is aubject to flood con• 

ditione , t1:e ata,z.e of water in the heart of the city varying from a. few 
a.. 'M.DiYA 'k<\~ ~.., 

inchea to t·.enty feet . 

" :Moreover, the land lying \ithin these natural divioiona of the city 
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of v ry ivorse topocraphy . l''orf,h n :tc ct of 'tho 1' i v I'el c. cori en of 

t rr£ c out by piotvresque llttlt runa ·nd r~.lneo, from ich tllt' 

nclt 

n 

n t ro 

e1n 

~ a built up t! sm ll fla. t tebltJ l o.nli." Upor1 thie t 

t\ by t.er-rcc 

of l e e ty . 

a~d on t ·o b~ rtvera, i~ conoon r ted 

On tl s--.ct bc:.n t of t e De -'o1n~uc c.ppo -;: 

onter of t e city , there is cr'"'.<lu Al .. stt'ln.rt1 and nc•rthword 

lo 1 o 
. 

three quu.rtc.:r of a tr.ile north of Locu t the rl e:r 1 h .. u.·aCd 

in ,, · ,ff nd t"'trce qu~.rtere ot ,. rnll c r: t of tt.o ri vor the ·t; 1 G 

ch an cm1nenca tn·~t the C :pi tal ~· ~n pl .cc4 rpG~ lt. 

ou at the l~~d is eo lo ,,. ...... t 1 v J e · r requ1ro • acuth of the 

c on,.,_ nd the caatw rd flo ins D 
~ 

"oi11eo, t"1o lnnd i o 'hich n~. 

1111 1 except for ~ emall , cc po.r tivcly lovol , Bpa.c~ ~ opponS tt 

t o J notion of the rivers. 

. boon n.ttem';)t t." impt. a 
• 

rb Btt neeeoe~rily t e r 

1 
' ~ r~ b ttcr coun5ele hov ~r v 11 , t er ,,.. 

• c..nrmlng contour 

ro in ~c 1d nt1 3 action~ • n th t 1$r t•e eouth of oro.nd Avttnue • 

t. uin , th€:re re 1on5 ec 'OfJ .. 1c .. 1 no atreets penatrc:.te .. c D a.t 

pl c north of In J reoll ~venuo 1 n~ 11 v er the cl tty , 1 :n .#ra tor de• 

r o h n I h v~& c cr cl ew~-1ere fottrJ~ , th l'E· r innu:: or :blc( etraet thnt 

nd in oul their connactiona only blf joe;s. 

tr ot , though rec;ul ly pl&tto , pres nt l.ight. 

tr t 1 t ooj cont to thGm. 

Fir1 ~lly • 

n1f 5tly , it ould not b 

cit 1n a t.11, to pick 0 

vcr rstr ot th t it. O'lil 

. ecibl in th1 R port to co c•vor the 
at( 

ol 

not 

he jocH th~t or b tter re ovc4 
/'t 

b rcl.l to GJtt nd o:r 1d n. cr 0 I 

un r t n hat your injunotjon , to ~ ...... cet1ono for t ,c bo ut1f"y1ng 

of 

it 

o city on co:oprehenei o plCJ~" irn . .-ol ·~ e fluor req1.aire ont. 

t~ that the probl m be f c d in lo.ra Y• r·erc 1 

Ra.t:h r • 

h capt• 

t l of r t Stuto , n city rich 1 b1t1ote, ontor ri inc, itu ted 1n 

1 r 1f1 d country th t offcre 1 0 ranc ot opportun1 io • 

on bl d ith canpr h n 1 o rt p 1 can be don to 1t 

b tt r c ltJ to l!v i n or to 1ait? 



... -
.vld 

ter ntl ( ~ 1 ( l A pT !,+ eh 1 :') r 

, ~r 

n u rullv 1 lw ( 

• 

' 

• • 





t 

r. 

Developments on and Along the Streets. 

The developments wh1ch I shall group under ·this haa..din r r1o , th 

big th n~: and t.hr)lljng thine;s thut lay hold U}\On the imagination; lltt 

they count fur a c;rea.t deal i11 ~.he build~ne of n l1eautiful and vi j 1 

progressive city . It is t.he uld story of the ljttle ba.lancin h r 

if it be repeated oftien enotgh • Tvo hundred streets, well kept, 

as much for a tovm • s appearance o.a would a. costl y Civic Center. 

t'ecesf;arily thiil chapter must be unpleasant reading .. It m\ ot b 

c:r i tic~vl rather than inspiring; it must tear down instead of ruJ 1ci1n 

The story of beautiful city planning for Des 'oin~a lies in the stili -

quen t a i e<.:ussiorJs .. any one who is looking for 1jbat. mHat turn t 1 f3• 

But this i e the fund amen tal part. I t may 'be more fun to train v1n 

a t.rellis than to dig the hole for the orig1nal tiny plant. :Rut ·i th-

out the hole, the vine could be onl y a painted and foolish decor· tlOf'l· 

And there is thi.e ~Jorll of encouragement to be said VIi th referenc 
pl'i oal 

di scussion of these"ma.tters : llo la.rae expenditures are required fo 

real ization of the suggestions . So far ai:i these are good, th 0 1 

can eaai l y secure their execution . We will take up first the buaine 

s ec tion. 

~he business section of Des Moines ia of exceptional excellencP. 

Some r cg:r-et has been expr essed that the etr(~ets are not wider- sizt' -aix 

f'eet being the common width . There is no congestion yet; but \hen th 

ci ty ' s population is two or three times as Rreat, there 1s fea,.. th t tl1 

crowding on the busine2s strecta will be serious. To a deere~~ ho v ~ 

which is extrCJordina.ry in a cit.,r of a hundred tho,Jsand p011ul tion, nee 

~~oinee ia r:ot a one or two street to\vn . :lhe business has spread 1 th 

c omparative evennesn over half a oozen or more st.reeta - a fact ihich . 

more than any other one thing , gives to th~ city its metropoli trm tiOpoct. 

There ie no reaaon why this xnov rnent Dhoul ci not continue i f pr operly en­

couraeed . Further , throughout th bus iness distr ict ~here is a n excel­

l ent a lley ays·tem , which is of importance from the congestion atand.polnt 

"t1~ 11t e.~JA l7-t:sli e"Vs t:& e s'i~ae'i "~f-:fco.la. c;;.:f t ha. o elay;. and impeo.iment caua• 

ed by loadinB and unloading heavy trucks at the cur b · 



But there ia a precaution Which it would be the part of wisdom to 

ake; and there ia need that the action be taken ir1unediate1y. This is 

he liroitu.tion of bu1lding height - o.s Chicago cc.nd many other progressive 

mcrlcan c~tieo have done. 

cation 1n stro~t traffic. 

This will tend in two ways ta preveut con­

It ~Jill spread the busineso dlatrict over u 

ider urcu than Jould be poosible were there concentration of very tall 

uilQing - thus benefitting a great deal of property; and it will remove 

ch no ~ of pouring into a. ci..xty- six foo1, Gtreet the popula.ti on, trun-

·1ent nd r ldent, t•Jhich an e:> .. trcmely large building holds. From those 

JOinto of vier, tho moat reasonable limitation of building height ia thu.t. 

a ed CJn th Gtret;t width - an ordinance limiting the height o.t lnlildings 

o on tc.nQ. one-hal:f times the width of the atrcet on which theo~ face be-

n ono th'""t hae been widely tested. tmd approved. 01' course traffic ree; = 
1 tions jll also be needed. In fact, these ar~ already deairable . With 

hem, nd 1th a restriction of buildinB height, I do not apprehend tr ~ 

nt street widtho in the business dietrict of Des ~oine6 threaten so 

seriou ly to menace business intereeta as to justify costly widening pro-

oedur • 

Aa to the appearance of the business streets, they are now, eeneral­

ly speaking, well pavedt admirably curbed and gutteM, handsomely light-

ed, freed from overhead wires , and' are kept clean. Even the alleys in 

the business section are good . But the merchants, though they have 

shown much enterprise with regard to ornamental strBet lighting, are net 

quite so far above criticism as is the city. I am going to append a 

photocraph which can tell 1 ts own story. To be sure, there ia an ord1-

nance, pessed last year, WhiCh limits signa projectine ~bove the sidewalk 

to three feet; but it would seem from the photoe:raph not to be enforced. 

No etreet can be beautiful or dignified with such a medley of projecting 

signa. no owner can feel incentive to conEtruct a beautiful building, or 

arChitect take pleaaure in deeigning it • When the facade is certain to 
7 

be •• e•-



l>letely hia 1n. 

·~- ..... , ...... &lA.· 
'"~?;~·~ · In ~~any ei ties u.ny prCJj ection whnt ve ia pro-. 

hibtted.. tn tt,o e na of el ctric si. ~e, ~ nc heos holp 
iin#'fA/U' 

~o br.'lt,hl,()n "',lle y t n.\ght, exceptl'-,- .: . ,_·nor 11. mad ; 

"" 
_j 

lJ t ~-qen o tho beat ordinance xecuirl;;o .. iHtt tho (Jl ctr1 -
Git.tn ~all ba so CCJnot.rnott1d , on hingos, that 1n drcyt1mfi 

i.t nl~\}' !old back nesainat t c bu!ldlng -

'tt'ihieh 1a perfectly t.implc E.t.nC. reasonable. 

e..gain, t,c, b.;; J_a1d at t'1e do ore of t,he jjoople the:mcelveG rather th . upon 

1'h s is t.he cncrally ehn.bby end neglect d 

It al1 cula be n obj (; ct 

c•f pr1du v:d ~..h \;he householder£. to keep this nE.Ilt , trim, a.nd ll 0 d .. 

if nol..hlng moro. T'.tlt)rCe ttra ma.r.y citiea i!l r-hlr;h thin pa.rkinfi is u i• 

fied ith shrubs an{i flo ·crs. In two IC1wet oi tiee fGr 1hich I 

otudiea simtlar to thia , I "Ht e had oocaoion to Hpen.k or the oidc •ark• 

ing. Or.e IUC Cedar I!apidc, hioh tu.d made 1 toel:f ell knovm all oYer 

the atote for 1 tu boau ti:t'ul street pr.trkinec - a. 11 ttle thin@;, roqv,.rin« 

but a farJ moments cu~re from the houeeholdera , to ,ive reputa.t,1on to 

ctty. The other was Dubuque , ~:1 ch, having little sid.e parking , h d r 

son to ro6a.rd r1 th envy those places 'Jltcre the ei t1zer1s h d the opportu• 

n1ty thut is prcocnted to tho paople o1· Des U~1noe . 

~ w~f~F 
~ '-~~M.L~ 1 ~tk t~~~, 

" t¥v..cJ;.tz~ ~~ 

'/tt'Aoi.._ ~ ~ .,(_ r" 
'}N\.~ J '-V ~~. 

If the lo.tter 

-

0 
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be in with t be parkjngs jn front of Lheir 0\m Iota. Occasionally I na-

ti~cd jne1ancea ln V.'hi(:11 u. househol6 ar, seeming to ~~ave a l lttle more am-

bi 'tton the.n h1a neie;hbors 'lrith rElf'erence t.o the parking , l'"'ao. vut a fence 

aroHnd it. 01' covrse ~ny bca.uty i t r.Jlf r: t ha:;e had v~a~ '-t'lcreby aestrcyed 

and i 1: t~ · e .fence -reall.r ·as needed a.nvwhere t.:x:ca~ t o.t. corners its nf;;lceve-

it}' i~ e, str:ilcinr. indictment of t; e com·:tl ... nltJ• At ~ corner , there aome-

tl:mPG is tlE'I=ld n! rr~~trainitt(l'; the natural impuloe to C\l acros:.J. But 

th~t""3 a lo · o'1:r.'!1b will mal{e a less e~(.pen;.:,i"t c, mo e effic1on and mora 

suitable ~ar~iar thRn do~a a fence. ~o ~e of the churchas , unhD.fJpi ly, 

To ta1re so 

l:Lt.tlc CUlC of trlt= front lawn f:Llld to preach that the Lord is in His holy 

temple la to aeem insiucere. m1urCh property should preach C~TiC right• 

e(Jusness to those ~ho do 'not era ter to hear the olergyma.n. 

l.n t.hits uu:t.~"'l>ex· of tho paJ:•kiug, a.nd. of the atreet t.reea • ut which I 

~':1.u.ll apeak - aud of fx·on t la.wna, I wae much atruek w1 th the great goo4 

which diatrict impro"ftnnent t~ocietiua could clo in Dea Koinea. The wa..y to 

fhe Hip• 

l~1~ ?ark aeciion, juet &e one inat~~~•, ia beautltu11J 1oeate4e i~ ia on 

h~ah sro\Ula, &W&J" tr• the •oke uf t.he cit~; la h.epilf woNM wi Ul e•!ra 

If 



and elms; ite tcpography ie varied, sa that there 

ions , ~nd if the people tould get toge ther to make it beautiful, they 

mi ght make it one f the l c elieet 5e<:tions of Dee H:oines . o of other 

areae, east and west and south. 

The improvement and careful naintenar.,ce of side par ing, to return 

to that , is a natt e::r· of cuch importan ce in beru'tiful cj t. bu11c11ng t that 

some cil.iefj . :n~t it all it'l tho cha.ree of the I·u. ..... c .. ...u jszion. In ct 

others, the city , taking cara of i t , ia allowed t< make a op~cial naoece­

raent aga.inEt the propcr1:y for cal'o .. a plan that , I understand , wns advo· 

cated here in a bill before the la~t l egislature . Again , v oluntnr na o~ 

~ia. ti orJ s of the l~i 1,:1 ~~ens on a atrect or j.n a d j, str! ct aro cometii!'lec om-

ed , for the purvc,ce <,f insuring the r.a re of th e! parkj ng. A small st -

fifteen c•enta a. front foot , fol"' exarnplt1 (1'0 is pu.id en.ch year into t 

mon treasury , a.nd w~th thi s sum a nan , or men , o.re engc~cd to '"'ccp e 

parking£~ \:niforml.:Y motld , \7eedod. , vm.te:t.:·ed , and to do whatever el b 

necessary for their beauty. The 11ecd that Des llo inea beatjr ~er .lt in 

this matter is very urgent . 

Trees u.nd pol e5 co1.-wonly ;;;tand en the sd.de parking . There r 

great many stz·e~t trees in D s Moit!es ; but 1 f they 'lOre planted h lt 

regularly , ue~e halt as uniform, and had ho.lf t.,., e cr:.re that. the ol s re­

ceive they would na.k .... f ar more i mpo:rtent c ontribution tho.n the r do t th 

city ' s beau .. y. So~e of t.he 1"\est st.ree ~ t:ro~ planting in the cit no 1 

on atreets sparsely se.ttled with humble cotta.ees on the lo il lo.nd in South 

Des l oines. 
' . 
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building of the local city beautiful ·will therefore suggest t o atep : 

First, the selection for conduit routes of those atreets that ar of 

greatest community importance - the boulevard links , etc. Gr nd J.venue 

;fA~d ~~~ ) u /t(~£4./- /t:re~ ~<<~~ /;T k ''~ 
f:...v!- .a/~~t to: h(: ft/'£-M. >J f!..1../. u,;- :< /~ .,.. ---'­
I/1M/u-l~ ~ ~«~ ~- U/~ ;4-~ ~;>£,-r~~ 

no\7 carri._. ·-. , line ~f voles c..n each side ~ Second, liho co•OJler tion of 

the people in getting poles off the streets even if, to accompl1oh hie, 

the poles have to be placed in a.lleye or through backyards. 

or telephone pole in one's backyard is not such a very dreadful thins .. 

if by such marms the street on v1hieh one:: li vee can ·oa freed rrom h • 

Jlor more important than the detraction to the street's beauty hich 

comes through the presence of the paleo, is ~1e resultant mutilation ot 

the etreet trees, that ·~heir waving branches may not touch the ir s. 

The gardens of Des Mo~nes did not on the whole , impress ~e 11 

planted. There has been lacking the encouraeement and incentive of GOOd 

landscape work in the parka - an example that always counts for much in 

the private grounds of a city. But at least Des Moines has fe front 

fences , and plain lawns sloping up to the houses are so good in tr.em­

selves and make such addit1on to the beauty of the streets, that b rc 

foundation walls and trestle-like piazzas with underpinnings all unbidden 

may be forgiven. Let me quote , however , in this connection , aB aho in 

the possibilitieo of these fine stretchea of adjoining lawns, tihat one of 

the great town plannere of Europe has said: •The eardener, like the arCh­

itect , has fixed his eye too exclusively on the individual plot ; he h a 

thought too much of the bulbo in his own individual beds. e need to 

think of he street , the district , the town as larger Whol es , and find 



1 1 e tunct en n4 worthy u14anoa for th d cor t1 treo. ment of 

ch 1 

,. 

' 
d BCb bOU in SO d 1gnlntj t em h t they uh 11 oontribut 

ot 1 :tract. Por to lt not a finer thin to be p1rt of • 

an to be 1erely howy unit amonc.: t!lult1tud.o ot other 

0 '-'"'bl1shment o a bu1141ng line 1 noad 4 on 11 :v nu thtt 

c1 pretenos of beauty • 1tnc 
' 

ha little otore buil to the 

11nc on Gr nd Avenue. ju t rc b nutlnal Tona nnd Drive leads 

t f r b Ck in paciou ground • At re 11 th hounc 

r po1nt a.n part er1t hou c ~ ri ny d y noxt to the ol4 walk 

• n nl:v breaking th fino tlr oont l1nGG of tl e opGcioufJ at.reet, but 

c in orr with a sre t all th otreat 1 from aovero.l hou~ on ci t'!'i ::: 

f 1t. fhua 1 tll n of & bu1ld1ne l1ne prot c-

n 11 tho prop rty on t G t. 

In c roo14onco d1otr1cte, . in, th old bricK e1d ~~lk ha~ vor• 

i ' d o remarkable dceree. It io a nurvlYal from timeo 

hiah no • 

o kero one lamp on oodon o t, 

It lmo t bolonce to the t e ot 

progr o i.vo 11 ttl town every• 

re r boast ina o. the m11oe of n ~ , coner to 1 mUte 1 1d e ch y ar. 

A e1m11ar oun1val., I h~ vo to ouppo c, tho.t will give wr~ry bator~ 

rn 1deaa ot ~1ty building, nr the hid 

1 h projeottng c ea for catch b oina t tro t oo nero. 'rhea to 

be found in va.r1oua parte of tl1o r ldono octlon • O:!loti ce t~ 

•trat.sh t curb • a plaoe 111 talc en by o.n aro of 

11 looks better and usually prco nte- very n turrlly • better d and 

epllntere4 appearance. o •o1noe, I notle d 1 o n oxtr or-

41nary c atoa of atopp1nc eS.4e p ~ 1ng son ti a t tho oxt nd d rop rty 

11no at an important eroao etroot nn4 then thr w1nc into the tr t pav• 

1ng the u eleoo parallelogram thu cr tod. 11 th exc lloncc and 

up-to-~ te co.'hr eter or he r o n c1 y nn1no rin rk - in 1eh th 

ourbe m&k long nd ·racetul curve t etreot 1nt re ction - t 

the l'•in1accnt char cter of all 

pear Where payamente do not look v old. 

t th y oocanlon lly p• 

It cannot b urc d too 



1 s··~ w~(J-ui~. 
J,n 1llustrat1on of old-1a~hlonea side\alk, catch basin, nd 

curt cr ct~r1> in a high c;laso rceadencc sf::ction of Des oines. 

Better handlin of a like problem, though here the radius of 

the curb at the corner is too mall . Fnotoeraph from For t nyne. 



fore, t.hat to put in new en to ~1 thout e 1 oing obeo• 

lc ln ~ould be li.kc putting nc '1no into old. .-bottle , Doe 

1 • h t er hor oother olaim , ~ill nov r b tnovm ne a lJ o.utif\tl 

1 cj y rhila thGoe rolice oon piouo'l ly survive. 

1 ny qui et r o!dcnt1 ). tr e t hn e pav nt of unnoc 

1 • h t 1 , no ·traffic demand juBt1f1o ,~ tl'lc 'lidth , and in ueh 
0 

c tHit only aood locJ · .. 
1
l)ut eono y in construction tld r 1nten nee, 

t 

of 

0 

t 

0 

tt r n r:ro 1ns• To l'1 ke pn P.t nt on 1 rc:e1dont1nl tr et i d ':::. 

n 4 b , cubctitutea du t n4 no1 ior gra c.nd tr , end 

th t. p y ro an unn ooo ry burd n fo pr1nl.11ng nd clca.n1ng, 

11 tor 1.h l'Hlv ment 1 o con tr ction. 'me tr.ou'ble uGuBlly a.ri oo 

tine uniform width of 11 ~ing c 1bolc::nrsing to a unifom ldtlt 

ithout conaiderinn th h r et r o the voluna ot t o trn.ffio 

r uot carry. Arlinston Str olted .e one of n ny 

1 • y1nne polls , t . Lou1 nd 11~ ukc c.ro ons tnc progro -

t n oi t1 e tlu t hnve dar .c'l even to :reverse curvo hon ecc na.ry 

r1n 

d ro 

urb , lroudy turnc~d rrorn intero et1ng atrf et , in o n .. 

• And I noticed one cooa example 1n Dee o1ne it cl , --

e n 

de 

c rb on :Sucl no.n St,rcet ; ! 
' ' 

~ · o, provid1ng for 
0 • 

nn.rro r; 4 
l. 

cl n ott 1 th tho other ourv1 v 1 • De t~ine • or a notor1• 

y 14 xtr rdinnry rnun1o1pal. hiotor• 

1c 1 do.t • u.x- , no doullt , the dr1nkins trou8h for horses. Of th o I 

notic c1 r peolm n t 1n nt cornor • I do not "nOtl 0 1 



reoponGilllc for them. They look ao if nobody 1~r • but it ould h lp 

11 ttl a if the nd.verti scments 7Cr I'ipped off', and kept off; and th 

street pro>erly pav d and drained around them. That much, t 1~ Gt, 

might be municipal aot1an. Arad ong the rich ci tizene of ne ~"oine , 

· re thc~re not eomo lr.lho have lovo enough for city a.nd for ni ;~a.l to m k 

1 t poaail>le for the h1nnanc ' ork of those fountains to be done lee m an-

ly? Vha.t n opportunity fer a rally becnti1'tl ~ork exists, for 

ple , at Cottage Gro o Avenue and T entioth Street, here there is a broad 

triangular apaco , a spreadinG tree, and, a at so m ny other p ints, 
, 

trough th t ould make a.n a.lHl.ndoneci farmyard blu -1.' 

One other general cri t.i oi am of oo 11oines street a must be pre canted. 

This in not of their changes in direction - that io potentially one of 

the greo.t ch ... rmt.; ,,:f the city, for nothing io 1~or ~earisome than otr ight 

atreeto stretching a ay interminably, while o. cha.nBe in direction, by 

br1ng1nfi houa _fronta into viev;, of'fera a. term1nuo and pre cnta inter ct­

ing o.rchi tecturo.l vie :ta of f'·.ctt ea - but it is of' tJ e m nner in hich 
? 

theee Chances aro made. Almos a.lwaye it is by a.n angle, pres ntlnc 

J 



-

h r1 that .aurt t.he cy , It ahould b done by a curve. There io 

Granted tha t the pro})orty lines fonn one, there 

1 11 t.h pace from the prop rty to th curb in Which to loao it. And 

t ~ t 1 po sibly the moat con plcuoue au~t of the kind in town, the 

n 1 in th :pproo.choo of' the ne Loeuot Street bridge, there mre 

p 011 rty lines involved in the mutter. 

But Doe l\fo1ne otrecta are not -holly bG.d. Th ro nro aome very 

good thin B bout them. In fu.ct, I ho.ve opol<:en of their notable excel-

lcnc throughou~t the bua1nean district, and thn.t is the di trict ~hich 

t e r u.t ot number of people soe nd that. 11 Dea ~~oineo uace in common. 

A d th 1 triot h o nothor attraction - ono that bcsto a individuality 

on it nd r6nko 1t h1gh among the buaineea sections of ~erican eiti 

Thl 1 th circum tance, r re with ua , that n arChitectural accent 

oloee the v1eta on so oany of these streets. Such an accent, seen 

• • 

through h ~o or emok , crowning the 1ay 1n the distance, need not be tino 

to be 1nt rontinc. e ha.ve the Sta.te Houee it looking ea.ot on Locust -

und it is be ut1tul with th afternoon eun e1lding all the wlndo Bi the 

Co rt l:Iouae 1 en looking weat on Court; the eham ecenery•arch ot the 

Rock Isl n4 otation, looking uouth on Fourth; and looking north on the 

n red croae at eota the eptrea and towera ot the churche• cathered on 

High and Pleaaant Streeta. ~rom a ciyic etan4polnt, the location of 



• 

those ehurohoc , - nn the terrace, and at n nglo that brinG . into 

fr~~ tho businooe treats - ic one o th. very finoot th1n in 

D ~ o1nee . 

· -~ - . 
. . 

' , . . 

' 

-. ' .. 
• 

·. ' 

, 
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to the propert., l-Iolders, 1 tJl~th of Universit) Aven' e, there i n t 

rliff'icul.ty 'bout nc..\king the extension, if 1t. he done soon. t'1 

h01.1ses ihut n.r€ in t.he line uf i.t, art! not c):peTIGiveo The \O 1 lt1 

blocks b~J ow Unj ve:rni t Avenue, h ov ever , hn:ve la.tely reached 0 s-

aibly the r maximvm eveJ.ot)a.en t . - Jt 'ould ·oe expensi re t Cl T 

them no , nd erho. ~ no 1nore ex1- nsi vc tf ere ;rere a dela f 

• '.rhe detou'!" around this small break w u.ld not invclv t ell l 

in t.1 .e or dista,ce, and '"'ere theze ni ht be ad ~ ed the K n r 

od of l..ettina for a diagons,l what can be o,, a1 o C\i ting f 

c~ances f r the rest . But aoove Hniversi ty tun m e there i a n 

chance LO ~ait for. !n that case jmmediatc action is cu.l1ed f r n 

the itast coide , the extenaiorJ of' Ji'a.eton Boulcva::t'd. at oach end i -
sirable. 

Througl"l oro.sto~n high\'2..18 h·Vi a.n :lrnportn.n<;e eecond only -
na.lfl. I ha.vt~ Af oken c f he need of acme add.i. ional st1 eets r 

Grand Av nl e. ~here is ~reat need of now c~aa~ and west con~~< 
' 

the. e being no\' no trafflc bridge het ;.·~<. n Gz a.nd. Ave11ue and Sj x, -
t 

total population lylng on oppoeitb s1des of the river ir tl1ut dGC l • 

r.aple nd Crocker Streel·s u.nd Un.lv "'t'~it .. /venue and l'lorth S"r~ b 

be 11,.hc r.1ost natural croastovm thoroughfares. J.n the cu.He of '"" 1 

pair , some WJ.O.E:nines v, auld be roquil· ;d ... bu ~.~}le need f r Guch id n 

is reat, even for o~her ~easons. 

Referring aral.n to Co'ttage Grove Avenue , l"s growing volume f 

fie is poured into snch a badly a1 ran ,ed li t-le fc,cus , that. :'.: ug t' 
1 t be s't 'to append a sketch indica tirJg iha. t sligh"' changes 'i ill or. 

its improvement. These a ~ ueuil'able pot su m ch frm tli c etandpoiu 

ot• c:t ty b auty - thoush he present. arraneernen t ls about as ue;l:V a a co.n 

be - as fron thu:t ot: traffic fa.cil' ta~iun . It 1culd be eaBy ~o take 

.more property than aha 'll
1 

;;l.nd plan for a. ltA.r~e cirele. :But that ould 

be expensive ; there is n~,. r ent re~on for making this a show po~n • 

and ~he chan es I have suggested • affecting only part of a 1 ttle frame 



store, yet providing an isla-of-safety Where the cars shall stop; a light 

on th axis of linote ·nth Qtreet, nd another on tb ~is of Co~t ge OrovL 

Avenue, both rising from ornamental nt ndurdn- ill eatimfy ~11 of the 

ilit ri n needs ;j,nd su.gficiont nf the aesthet.ic. The arrowt nh~ ~ing 

J e 

3 

, 

Crocker t .. 

' 

tic di• cti on t:; r 1 nt.ereli'tiTJ ot onl a · i.vir: t} to! D 1 U f· . ~ d uolu-

... ion o:t e robl ~ btlt • • i ned.< u in (, u rc ant con etion rlac • 

nd l. n r 0 c ctiun 1 • 

b Ol str ( t ch rs s, ~en a i ol re 11 l 

0 c.-h on r 
' 

r un1 llr eri n c .... · incH I l { d 



t.h c:ronti on of on, ch h 
' ronn., tich h 11 ~on id r n • 

A c'i iah en ort in n vi itor \ ''"'-" -
1r t 1 nd othor ti - rh uld c :t•ta.inl r l.1ntu.1n ~c 

1f no 1 h f 
I 

ro l • • 
r. h re e o ' u a • 

thi o1n vi n c.c 11 n 1 t - n n ide 11 

und oi of - ie o f r. d n t ro rf 

th CO\ r l 0 't 1 l 

rt t nd on t river n in 1 i t 1 ~ 

n hie n 

1 t lie t. •1 t 

t linth d ) rk Str ei , on t e ·t id 0 r -
·ct nite , nd I lal 1nd1cate another um o :Jh1ob it con h \ . 
pr_noi n.l jcotione to it for ~rket loc tion r 'l 

neie,borhood, t e of o r ·t , h lnok of r ilro d t 

nd de roo of relative re oteno To MY m.lnd, 'l ch 

it ould be found < n tl south 1de Qf ulb rr., c~tr t, b on 1 

A 1t h o oul b incxpon 1v 1 nd it ould h ve 11 h v 

nd ncnc f t dis .<tv nt eo of t o o1 to ~t1oh l c b an oleot d. t 

it be said~ th t h r ro not Bn hOM arottn4 it • h r pl 

pub lie 1a d n1~n .d to h ve tor than le loG 1 n 1ghbor 

t:ra(e of ornor Groo ry , th t · o ulberry treot 1to i uch 

cc oeibl line , 1 n cl er conn o ion 1~ 

in 1 r1ct, b inJ only ono bloc fro nut, nd 1 i 

a.nd e nv ni nt lkln di.t nco hnn t h :r 

cone d:r :bl ul:t.tion ~om c fare 1 aer1ou r 

t • th ro 'J) 0 n 

b\ ine s ction Cine nn ti ' nd Cl vel nd ' , ~d cl 

r 1el in dvoc c of ol::t con r ; b t t r oJ. ear t 

cc in :voidin 

n f 111 it. I 1 1 r o nc, 4 



ord n nc , 11m tlng emok en! ion o 1v In ~ute at r im , 

1 n o ·o 4 , 111 d mor to cure eood okin a.nd cle 

11 

I 

r 

d. , 

c1 1 

b Jn 

ct r 

pr 

n 

r c 

• Th t bl OJ !\OK a no only d1 1gurlns. but n-

conomle lo , 1 no commonly recogniso4 . 

lbo rd h v a.lw 1 h u , nd a llll.r.d to ontr 1 · 

f th t lt ur rl to BO f nee th 

t tdi\un .. ram an nu t of lnto p l nd p int ith 

1 prof1 t from th sr 

' t pro 1t goa 0 Clltur b • t n 

111 o or h 

a not ny 

tl n aooCl - nd I f11!S not sur th t in uah 

ol bulldin £ Je 1 ovine; , tho ne tructurea so f r e I 

ho 1n a1 tinct e th t c dv nc But ore 

11 • oCh~ol roundr c ner 11 11 

ll d ted or pl y , nd u ed tor l t purpose . SUch chool= 

to ib .. Jr t rr.-ed to u or orn t but 1 \ 11011 • 

lee f r l urpos ... c n b£ d ' lo od only a 1 r 

lot . bc1n i en cl ly cl I d tt r • oonor t copln .. 1 n 

1 r • .Andy t n t· a bi r • r ch1ldr n rom b -

tr 1 it i ood thine to in till 1 s on in 1dln 

r ubl1o rop r Y• r c t cl houl<1 b pro id 
} 



r b ,;; :in · , nd orange cl ; if r r. or n n 

trc ~ he t1" ell bo r lit lc . tal n o lab l~H 1n 

on \ bu'ldins; tn if y 1 J l"' nou :;h b 

n • Of co roc a cho lJl children 0 

bu ldi .. <11 t1notly or "rebi t ctur l r ""en 1oursness1 i 

·n r., r ex 1 • t tin Si u h cl o 1 .. 

t o photo r I•h .., anould ed conifer lanting on 

f door builaln o north, ~c coni <;:r. 11 

ere, und. 11 1nt r t,hay 111 1 v o. B ft rlin touch of be u Y• 

ot 

r t or 

to no 

od tc 

ion , 

nc • 

chool 

in r 

citool , o ,,..e ahould be t ]ren to m o l c ylAr 

• ohool. r 

·e i o an· tt 

cc •pt 

t oy of ro 1c1on, 1a th1rt 

Tltu 1 1 a p rfaatly nimplc rnath,..,...u"'t1o 1 ro 

O\ uch round a.'tu> lc ound nc 

ln nt bcr f upll s t cl' oolo idly ro in 

on c 0 ( f th c1 J, should h vo llb ,. 

:£:h 1 .... ly eood buein ena ,. The land 1 ch e • 
I 

11 1 r ly be d l r n; nd • ill 

he dd d 1 nd th 

• io Ci 1 c no tinCY in 0 

t rh 0 reci te or nl 

1 

1 

-
ll 

co 

1~ 

0 
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1 

0 

1 

r 

l n 

• 

1 

l 1 

1 

~7 ---
part f tne l~nt to ell 0 

e , en r lly p 1ng1 arc noat n trtm. 

th1 lone chapt I ~ic , 1n d a11nc 1 th d volopzn nt on 

rcota, 'h o nee touch 4 on rn ny ubject , cannot 

tla n by re errlns in to th trect plan of t e r idenc 

- f tr o y t arc i e 1donc th t 

r od D a ·o1neo h 4 unim esn d VOl Of~ en t • :Blind to 

u n o of 1ite mtch n ttr h d v n, otre t er op ned 

coo nd till in t oon"\•ont! ona.l chccl!orbourd 

n ne 1r t of s e nd appr c1 tion oarca ,. 

r 1 r1od the e ~ :c.t ma. b e lled minor reo.,. 
• 

t to <11 ttnsu1 t c f o :r ,.,UGh hi h 
tHI1A­

t contQu:r t•oad thn.t wind nd curvo '-~:n...~AA c e l1ill ~ ana 

tn • !llu t 1an 0 tQ fm,Jnd 1n v 

lv , llen Pl~o , Cent r D 1 o, Gl n ooetion. .nd ·one 

11 n uilt pon on e t r nor h 0 city, beyond • 

• , and ao t e 

h c rbu d cy t r::s n c as r1 y pr f"rr 6 lev 1 tr et to rollins l n4. 

1 

J l t 

of 1etu quo country y t remu.in to beet , :1 h artistic 

ond rful beauty u on D a oinG • or 1 .o icturen 'enes 

c1 .y•o re t sa oth ttc polnt of vie ; and 
I 

n t rn1n• to ooount t c r ~ina d 11ttl ru 
1 

t h dina th bt 

tillin in, not lS1n~ thee ump; b1t 1noorpora."&inc th in the 

n , c rr.11n otroot over vh m by br1dcc , nrk1ne ome th 

b r th you 

u t to bo - la.id 

o t. !nde 4, n lov1ncly ne ono p an he inlka in hi r en • 1 · 

n c ry diractn eo, but 

u· in to dv n e o b a.u 1 of 

r rvin~ ine or C\ t-

tin~ 1 t 6 thro ch th o1ne to 1nere o e n 

of te St t Hot o , t r pl t uld be o 1 J 

nc f t n1 1p 1! ty o cap1 1 c1 Y• So h ou ou , 1 in ll ~ 



h r b thi o1nc ll b no 1 

only but . Butlful .1th an 1nd1v1dunl1ty of it o~. d th -
cr t of oi ic eh rom 

• 

· ~;u;z;-;i- , j ..PU~r~ ~.z ~./r« ~ .Jr-< /tf .. ~"""-
' -~-k~"'~ r ~££, /{(~ a«~,/~,.;{a'fl, 4t/ 

{/ 
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An ornarrental street lit;ht of Des Moines. 



IT. R1 .. ILRO.fu1)R A'tlU Ill'lT~THIEn, 

- 'J'h u f1i t ' a nependencc !'or ' cal h • 



II. 

R ilroad. ana. Indu trio • 

o t e m tt r of tyina tog th r the Union nd Rock Island st tion , 

nd o 1 inc to the latt r street car service, I have devoted conoidcr-

1 • Dut there is no solution as good s the perf otly obviou 

a.ll th I~assenger e rvice 1n on ota.tion. Th ab ura .. 

1o · B and public inconvcanionce of th present arr~necnont 

n1 t, th tra.eko of tl o 1~oa.c1a baing parallel, and the prcoant 

fr 

lmoot dj oin1ng - ~1 th t o rr a.in aopa.ra.tion nothing n1or·o than c. 

ot rack • There 1o n phyaicnl reason hy one t tion 

be ua d. To aecur t t end, the city mt;ty tell offer induce-

n JrinB ev ry pr saure to e: • u the road a lreo.dy comr)iflC ~ 

oh ng t a single place of dead frei~ht , why nhould the put 

to the inconvenienc of tr nsf r? 

r nt Union St tion \ould have to be eon ldorBbly enlaraad , if 

oo Isl nd bt aine o ere to be added to that it now h s. From a 

1 c tun oint thla would b u. eood thing, for the preaont stat:t.on ia 

rfo blanket d by th Court Houoe that 1 t doeG not count for 

t 1t hould. n1e otation no1 closes S1 th tre t. tet us 1m gina , 
in 

t n, that
1
1ts enlargement and r modeling, th m in entrance ~ere put at 

he foot of Sixth Si~:L'cct , and 1arlted by a clock tower. Th1 f<, ture 

old b convenient to ~~lnut Street shoppers ns ~ell~ o ·ravel r , 

oul in ly bnla.nc th cburch to ~ nt t e o~har end of the troet, nd 

co bind tith tho to.er ourmountcd Court nouee, ould become p rt of a 

v ry riking nd interesting grou • The poorly improv d property on 

th ot ide of Sixth , a.cross from the court Houoe, off re o.n adrnir::.bl 
' 

lt f r city nd interurban troll y st tion, ~'ch al o chould be do• 

1 n din keeping ith its n ignbors. Tten, coming don ixth , hich ~t 

h1 ,, (closed) , end .ould become plc.!:a J.n cf~ ct, \'Ie a'hould hr ... e 

n port t1on center of real inter at; or cawing from the tr 1n ould 

h ~ , G our first imprec ion , an outlook UJOn 
• • 

v ry l~v nd 11 order:: 

0 - n of h o t ttectt f1r t - vie offered by any city in 

h Unit d v te • 

Th bcQuty of th ide ia it baolute eon n1enc , its 1mpl1c1ty 
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and pra.ct ica1>ili ty . All the pa~ts of t c piotuxe re l in 

some of them in th~ir proper places , und th rc is n ed nl 

the others into order. Not a single affected interest b t 

the arrangement. That an dequa~.re trolle. station is n .. ded, 

to anyone \hO will visit the vicin ty in the rush hours. 

times Sixth and Seventh Str ets near t1 e corner of ulberry 

ca.lly cloaed to vehicular t·(;ffic by t cro ds of people nd 

cars . In Indianapolis , Los Aneelcs, and other up to-d te c i 

have alread r he exam~le , which must be idely follo ed , of 1 

station~~ J ha.t one of Lho Sixth and .ulberry Street corners 
:. 

ally become - were this whole plan carried out - the ~ite of 

building and that the termina.l plaza 'O'llld. be fittingly develo 

orna:nental liehts, ma;y be predicted w~th conf'idence, and 

ed the final touches to the scheme. 'l'he opportun1 .~. ia dir c 

hand . The pulllic convenience requires th Bl gee "'ted d .v lo 

the civic beauty - 6r~at as that would be - ia just by-prod c 

common-sense procedure. Indeed , the ca~e is one of thos h 

tra.ting the definition of art given by Professor L thaby, of .,.n 

"Art , " said her 'is the well doing of hat needs doine;." 

I 

In stating the cond~tions regarding t e pa~scn~'r st tion, r l 

let it be ~~:~-~ - that the site of the present Union Station i 

hich the . _!on might be constructed. TI1is 1~ the easies 

to put it, and for perhaps the next t.en years or o it 

But it tould not be much 
\1 ore difficult , ·nd vould ser 
" 

far better , to erect the new station a block further south , usin 

line 0f the Rock Island as that hich t e trains a ould se . 1 

thoug t he station itself is much enl r ed, the Trunsportation Plu 

• 
n 

1-

1 

• 

n 

1 

~reatly improved , and, since ther is required the abandon cnt 

purposes of part of the Des oines Union right o~ •ay, th r 

r tr c 

inv d 

radical chances in the ~hole railroad zituation. These are s t 

ncceasit te facing the problem in lar e way, ith the realization 

a future ci -t Tlttch e;reater than the present one, is no .. o.soul"ed and 



ahould be intelligently prepared for. 

ould include. 

Let us conaider \vha.t such plans 

..... 

Tlere are three great desiderata : I, A really Union passenger sta­

t1 Jn th t 111 be adequate in size ; 2 , The removal of the nuisance, • the 

d n r. d lays, smoke and noise - occasioned by the hauling of the 

fr ht LJ.ains of many important railroads through the city , only two 

bloc e rom the principal buainess street. 3 , 1.'he 1·emoval of i.he Chica-

o ncl "'urthweatern tracks front their present location. To secure these 

thro. end appears not to be an exceptionally difficult mntter. for one 

move 111 help another , if only the railroads will co- operate amon' them­

clvo , a rE!.il:roads more ana tnore arc doing , and if t.he oi ty w11:1. meet 

the r 111 o s het.lf way , in recognition that the end desired is one that 

~ 111 lHl to 1.bo advantage of all parties. 

letts be~in lith the tracks of the Chicago and Northweatern . This 

nv no\ ho.s o. siding that comes within a few hundred yards of the 
' 

Cnicago and Great Western line , and there is no reason ~hy it ehoul d not 

xtend that aiding and pass through the Eastern portion of the city by 

parallelin'" the latter road. Both company and city woul d gain. F.rom 

the otandpojnt of the former, the line ~tould be of about equal length to 

the pr sent line , it would cross less traveled streets, which means lees 

daneer of accident and of viaduct requirement - and in ita present loca­

tion, that requirement may be now considered fairly imminent - and there 

could be provided sufficient tracka~e cpace , in which respect the compa~y 

is at present greatly cramped. From the standpoint of the city the 

gain - in ridding the direct approach to the State House o~ a railroad 

croaeing , in freeing tht ~u..tt .£ ' 1e of the incubus which a need of cross-, ~ 

ing steam railroad tracks always imposes , and in setting free the beauti­

ful riverside bluffs from Union Park to the business center of the city -

are too obvious to need argument . To elevate the tracks , as may be 

necessary if they remain , would be, it may be noted , a sad remedy from a 

civic standpoint , f'or a. viaducb at Locust Street ~ould well nigh ruin the 

fine effect of the State House crowning the etreet . Finally , be to man-

ufacturing industries on the present l ine , the street rai l way power 

• 
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house can tru.l'Hsport ito c o.l a.nd o her au lpl iea in 1 t om r , 

suffer no cciu.l inconvenience ,. Th tile orke lona rc :1 n; 

i G no :.t·euaon tilly the r vor b nk is u l)ettel" p l t\o for them h 

eite , und in via~ oft c roat nin to the comm~nity in can i 

l ocat1ou <f t.}a Northwe te:z:m track2 , the ~.rJ.la works mu t b ind r. 

move . 1 th rce;o.ro. to t o aect.i on of t te city wh1 ch tho eu1 

rou t.a would onetrato , much i'u:rther ea.st , it would l><f ll ttl 

than ,, i. now .. In abort , to effect, th i a c, r.:.ge :J. n li rt 

tracks , everything })(Jfloiblo ohould be done . To my mind t 1 

moot important ndertakin no v before Dec ~oirte • 

J1 th e North ~estern tra.ck joining the o er road 

estern no ,1 ainu them, 1 t freight cortin could b done in 

nere tl u.t of t e other roads i a dono; at t 1 ts aaaon o:r:· tr in 

into t. e B~ation ao l.o paoscnger rains of t ~ uthcr o 

o.ttcr of :ro t conv ni nee to it pu.t.sen ers L.tnd of ocono 

to t e ro d . rts prouant little v11lace- like atation, plum u 

•.;here nol> ,Q.y untt;l it , 1o no orodit to it . 

The road bcintJ toncther , tl·cn , o.t (jhe trane!'er yar<is, in 

ern n~ction of tlc city , may w 11 tcty together to tl\Ch extent 

-

ro 

-

nood 'tH~stbonncl trc.cka fc)r "'"1rough freight . ItoLt o:r thom. no 

). .at bJ occupyin tl1rce lHtral lel ~treat a , each one block fro 

hila tbe G ... e t ··eate!'n, aw1ng1ne off t.o the aouthv: st , al,.o 

-~ ~1(~, 
~ IY-.:-1~~ 

through torri toey v;hsre 1 t dooe little harm. y t n oint o.bo 0 .. 
site 'l'hi ty•Gcvcnth r-trcct, ~ : t ~ · 1 it 1 s leos t han hrcc- qt t 

a mile fTO whe Rock Ialund und t c St . Paul tr .cka . eanwhil 

line on , h ving bruptly turned south , hn.G actu lly Joined it . 

construe ion of tbree- quurt r 1lo conrtection , thon , nd perh 

e transfer y rd~ to 1 

tton oppo ite Porwt.1lk Road , south of t c Raccoon River, t o ld po • 

oible to en all through freiel.t DOtl h of th city , remov ing it .. 1th 

t d n r, nd dirt - fram proximity to the busine section. 

Th1 1 in orth doing in its lf, Inoid nt lly , 1 c ~ c 

e n ede f r u oted enl r cment nd cha.n in p rvic • 
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I r r:al>le . :1 ndeod, how th Aetiotact1on of the hr c nee· ~e-

t ll.f . l makin th other- e.cier to acco~plifib . 

11 h pr gram neame le.rc< , it m ." be :rnflected th lt bile s t invo #u.­

r 11 oad ex nse,-thou h not much; it re uiren fro the ci y little 

r n nc 1r ccmon1 anc~, f i r pl y • ll fraig t ~r ffic north cf the 

l ld no , of eourtie , b eJ irn' natcd. The1·o r fuctt1:r.-

1 n in th l; re~ior. nnieh mnst h""'ve frcit;ht f(ciliti s , '"d pract1-

1 frc1cl·t ril'ina.ti.ng in ~oot De· ~oirren r (o.~tin"' thither 

111 SE bet een Cherry nd E1 tre ts. 

n 

nn t through freight ~ f ll bo o trenn-

• t, ro ifl no unomu.l:; in r ovin h throueh fre1 h t und r tu.ini.ne 

h 1 11c tra.cke fer th or r • kt r they cut oro corner of 

Q oino bttveen n1 y nl J f ereon Ptraotn , ~ould be elev t d a-

t r de a . Though th true"' north of t ~ ccoon runy no be el~ 

' 
eet viad~ote cross tho • 

In blo~- soutb of th pre~ent Union 

t ti • th 1 .rge new depot might then f;":¥..ter.d from !1eventh , WhGre ~ t. -eo: /d... 
l d utrio.n entr nee r-..o the vi uct • t(> c·xrth- '"'L th oein lr<. cl=. 

cl o , ·b.1le the apaue bt;twac!n lftn and •ourth could 1lc used ta the 

c I 1 nd no usee ht .. apace bet eon Ol,rtlt ~nd Third . Thic onla give 

1 r 1 n th cl: thcuaand :fe t- the length no CMlo. tod on m in lir1 -s 

of 1 n c~'T. n ro cL., . :i'hr: ttttion Ol ld be on th; no,.tt t:ide of th :rnck 

n '" ld occ,,1 Y he ll ol depth of h blo<',- thou set b ck To the 

tr t ivo ide tpac 11ld b ~ o ~plc 

~ c.o co·ld be r1'n into it 1ndcr th (':' .. ventn <-t,r tt v c.d\ct, for 

lo ln preso and ba. a c ~nrth Betwoon Third 1nd Seven"'t tre t ., th A-f. 

old b~ no tracks north f Vine- he r eont loc' Isl nd line . 

In conteru 1 ti ; such oh~.~.nges , I find no thine of nu import nee to 

ct , 1t"t th exc ption of ono or 1 "-SL .. ed 

buildinub , all iB ve~1 poor~ nnd ~ose tructtres ould bt •ll _, to 

r ,t rnilro d corpor tion 
ou b nefit to th cit 

r llr d • I t re J nta "' 
tl t h a h retofora "j' t 

nctin' in uni on. ~he 
nd 1 port nt nd oo en rtln 

1 cico.l nd h..-.r on1ouo l.d,1,.; 
ro d" and tl1 t >rnmiae oo 

r 1 e 
v n ta ~e., 

en t of • cond1 ti 

1 
· n m n of 1t 



det~i ls, to become intolJ'eral)le . • 
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In his connection ecmethin~.· ,.,...., i>e 3aid of the industriu.l sectirJn 

f city. ~1at seems p~etty certuin to develop mainly jn t e ;reat 

b nd e Hacooon Rj ver :JOuth of Cherry r~t1·ee't > i:f suf'fi c1 en t 1mmun1 ty 

m flood danger can be secured . The a~te is fairly good fro the 

civi ndnoint. It is by i tsel:r , on larrd t,hat 'l!:rould not be useful for 

o h ,r se , ia central and yet is sufficiently i.;Jole.ted , and it .ia in 

r r lle }Jroximi ty to considel'alJle f.treas likely always to be given up 

t ( loyr (.; homea - aa South Des 'r-vilrt:a and the sou"thern part o:f :F.ast 

c o1r on. To meet the flood ranger, it as been proposed that the 

lO<JI 1 or 1ca in tho junc"t;ion o:t" the Raccoon ar1d Des Mo ines rivers be cut 

r. I in a somewhat eJt'!)ene1ve propoa1tion, but 11:' 1t ia e:ffac,.ive it 

n y nc \ort~ ito costa. 1\o extend this cut ct':f through the low land a 

t rd • to the ];j_g• teenth 'tre t Ylad· ct, - ar,ain cutting off u. long 

lo - also eventually be worth while. If' the r1.vor improvement 

l ll c to 1ncl ude the Dee Ioinea River, it would be easJ by menns of 

uch a1 rtificlal cut off to aive to t e industries located in ttat sec­

tion canal facilities that might be worth the coet ..Jf the cut of'i. quite 

apart fr m its valv.e as a :flood nrreatcr, 'P.hi f5, however , locks f\tr 

ahead, nd ia hardly a matter connected with the bnaut; ify)ng of' l: e cit.y. 

D t correction of the p1csent railroad situation is very closely oo 

related. 

.... \)c •• , id in r;..\, o .. u_ ,} ( •.\ o~e 

I4 1 1 .. t t. lent, f 

reut c i. 1 tn f Cvl rin0 I•l ntL: u ( ~rtt n d t ·jet..... Th .. i 1 t.,o:~ · -

gol i r. unc 11 de i<; ... ·.ina... ccrto u 1 in 
~ • th .. rr a ( cf 

1 - t .. r Ind1 ~ 1 l i rlcl r, C 

a .. .. .1. 1 l. J.} st~l vf J'C i n iL LO 1T!Gl .. 

old l 1 r. r i , z c trlc r i f:rc, rtlt .. h .. n· n~ 
• fee-

t. r 1 r b 1 l. • ~ h t i. 1 c • f. t 1 i ~ L r t 1 ( • U H or "'r! 

tionin Indt otr1 .. 1 i t i.cts, co.re should be t:ikcn to in~l de r.cn idera-

le tr c vn the vtf.tekirto of th. c~ , Lh t t.r. re . tH bt; U.'Tlile roo '1 for 

A1.e11 ton nd "otp_ly of ctenp its • ociolo icnllr, 1 o, it in f 
• 

rout c .. o u city to uvc ur.uf r rinc l n on th out r riM , 



-
here th or p orl aid c >lo cec , ho necos il. l v 

i it t t} r or , y h·ve r rh uir nd toomt no h t 

in t oi t ' c nter ~ 'be reduce • l'h turol loco itl 

t.ro.c1~o is 1 nc :r .jlroad l'n o . In )es oineo , Ot2ts1d 

c.:.ty , t location of th :u1.1n i:., .tn this ra 1 ct 

fort n te r rdu the r•lntion o th rea of th cit 

Indu tri 1 t ict ld have . 

-
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The new Post Office, the Library, and the new Locust Street bridge, 

Des lloines - the beginnings of the Civic Center . 
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I r ctlc l cona1dera.t1ons r :qtire the r ter1ticn of thl.s north and 

l e 1 va , a tt 

· l c c. di ~ t i11C t urd. f, !r t ," ri v rf:r nt d t.JVeloJ n r-m t, t \J•t il1t 
n 

l n 

( 1ll 

Gi nth .o, 

f racm rl, tJf tl-\ t ild1n to 

tr1 · r (\t!fe are ttni 1 or , f r • .no 

th P. rr 

1 ro 

{' tr.e c , ~ r th l r re 

t . l 
I 

i~ corrl]n. ativoJ co 

)Co 1-

ot:ren · t h in t -r-:r.·o.me tJ ~ t 1 ri .,e ter 

, r: h; uc o·u]d b' n r"'O n UL cro ~din • ctu're of ~hi< lr one 

i,; o cnne11 nd de..• l) n ~tin 

T a • hr.tll yet clo ell (Jl\(; m t 'tO 80'f(,en tn !1 • 
• 

, h n , ·:s.rc s follo~,a: 

'r tounti nG the EJ<~cond .rctain!n r1nll - where new llr r. to 

• 

1 built • h r ohould be only one - thoJ•o be .... l ow part pet , r .. unel , O.n\:1 
.. 

iv n rc·t it ctu:r. ~.tl character. It r1ny huve r in ~ '-l e~ v:1 t.h rt..h uvu1>1a 

rer 1. e ' i ~11 ~utar mar .. , ae reported hy t.,h tea'ther bureau for lo.ot 

t lv 
' .he river ' s riac ubo\"C it 9.111 ne VtJ.ry rare occt cncc . :I; 

I 61 t ly on the l and ard ~id I eu eot that the srcund b. raded 

li htly w:t.rd to rd he po.re.. ot .. th~ to of the ol e rea. ·hin bout 
lio th 1 :r o:f tl w y up . Beyond this al ~ , at 'the r'!l<'i rJf th bot .01 of 

p th cix fe t ide . This aholld h v~ 

ly oinuou ch u- ~oct r, aving lrrE ularly • or n.ld n juot ~nvu h o 

pin c rve to v c ~cl l~~ re c tine the etr ieht l1nea. The slope of 

th ground to rd he p rapet will v ry 1n percentaue of raa s t 

p th 1n ita long curve is near r or turth r f om the p r p t lin • Thl 
' 

alop .111 be in unbroken turf. 

On the oth r id of t e puth th round ill r1 rc tcoply to-
tr t t bank' top. l3ttt 1 tihould be ... r ded in r r e 
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nt;,., r s 

! .. it 1 

o:rtun t 1 

is lh. ' c 1 

... hat 

a cti n 

f t 

<t.] f I ( 

L 

l 

n f'l01C • 

1 n ads to ·~ ~~, on the -st aid o~ t e rlvor, but un• 
~ 

t u l1ttl · •. ir 1 · 
1 

1nportun . a.nd :r ~ther cxp t!nci ve. It 

r u.r-lot ttZnc!!lor1t-J 1ko loc~:-ttion; the o ire Arl l1d 

~trip of l nd l>et aen the Coli ur'i ncl t~c r!vor~ fo 

nt. th 

of n o ,.oli m , ·har~ thoro n.. no only old o 1 11:1 t 0 

• ia to 

s ln h i ~L ~tr.ct driv · ell ant 

nk, 

er 1 

entt", 

:r n 

(Jf n 

01 t 

( 

c t t of thoc: e .• trurt rr 

~"~' .... , n J,S... iJ. >:1 s ... l. t 

' 
h 11 1 r · 't 1 n .., q1 u n i t. o f 11 c " 

111 conduca .o ~llct, co fort nd ple ur fo ~hJoe ueinc 

nd t) o park. A a t' the coat o · lt ;,.,..o \H!Ierl l dond tc ''' i r ~-

o1ne1 lt :! ct ou~ to n i 'tl. i 

0 I 

nf 1 t 1e .o b r~· ':'lber d h t/~nch 

f 1 n r. no b j g ~ • 

. :Ide of 

'th 1 n~ c n l ( I r F r l. 

1t rt » r on.nk a ooncorncc .. th t in, 'f'<ir1 th <:.; :ri v~r <) 

tre In lt1ngth, it c.ut c;xtend, on 'tl'l ] net ~i o, 'rOY" th -· i lro ~ 

0 h • ~l r.t~ining all i to o to th, l.~ter. ~oint, nd h 

1 hu l a C'tr 11 h~ land bet c nth 11 nd a{jt 1. st f'tro • 

ou h o 01· ~nd Vtnuo a o d do 1 or 1 h a b. n lre y orth 

f t'h there • · billboards .~.nd s: a.ll d C t ~ell 1 

on h ri r, non or ""h p.ropcrt Gt.: w:1, o ,.. ch v lue · o i .a r nt 

o n r , ~ ot r\ of t'"e .t oa lblet v\ 1 to th r-1 y. All o~ ~ i. rnct 

h · 1 b obtai ned ~ncl pn.rked , in c tenEJion of t r1v h 1n l 

l n of h · l:ld 1 oon l~i ·h Co. , th 

Int rtrb • dlcy of (0 1 cr\r'S tc. n,t •ven n 

h J th 1 ~ll r 1 not .1 to ether. b • iv r or i i -

r p 6 in ord rl. f ~i tl; " ~h . to of 1 ~ ~ 1 r o T' f 

1 r • 
C <f V lu, ~d ,hrCl h un t 
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' n t vJ an ~r,norJ 1 to o 

Ttd d. 1 or 1. t in t.ll cap1 tal ' 

' Ll Q oom ne YG ro there be il"f 
' ~e1t r o~ nanv adue • 

n 1 i 1 tionG 1 ... 'll ry t1d ~tudi 0 bu 1.ldi ne tha:t "lr.Lll nd fo-r 

I t ua o e to ~e 

t . r.ivi~ r.cntcr nch o t .. e re :rr11.rlft ' .. nte tid p ol abl 

nd o be 1Jti. ize4 is c t by th( t eet yst ·1 nd iv in o 

zed la tS• 

: I, Con v nue Entit F1rat Stro t sout 1 f Locust to Waln · 
1 

' 
1 t a.ight lin ''1 th th t pr rt ot' t ~liLch is north ot LcHntat. 

il ro d n th~ }lark J!.re 1. on e r.i arbank oppouit · the., r.,lln~u.-r·y; it 

1 l. lv 0 h ,oc st Street fron of t 01 ty 1tll a p~rk o tluok j and 

.l ther ~auoe t11e nlraady 1'1 l bloc bet eGn Locur;;t o. ld Walnl t 1 

t t ·,n awkward point :.t' •r io. 

1 nc br 1 the Holdiera' s Uonumen t. Buon here in conJunction ith 

builciin l t ltrc monume11tal bu not lo! y 1 i 1. wi 11 no~ ·ge dwn.rfea s it 

D\ t b 1 f ~ t bv g1 ven th c; baok~rouud of t H! Cup tol• i \.o \ 11 'Ja a .... ta 

honor u v..tu(,t:; ~;.t \:he lrtJu.rt of v'lti ci . •u of 1<.·1e.l cen~er, ll 'Lhc ur­

rouna1n .. e contr1but ng ~o itu effectiveno3a ano aign~ty; u.no. in its O'lm 

turn 1... ill mako o.n addition , - inte ~eating , lmpreaeive Wlct ~~'prupriate..-

to t nscmol • F:a.no.lly, · e nhall thu b ublo to bQ.la.nc w1 "&h Himilnr 

roh t atural 01 feet the one break in the tr etmcnt u.t' "he OP!•Oui te b nk, 

h r h c L br ry fount in, 1 nked by step • 

h re 16nment. uf Firat Street ~nd location of tte monu cnt 

h r h fj unot.h r ad.vantsge. .Lh( :re i El ihu.o ere t d 1 on tl c curt l.l d 

buildinG 1 t, & convenient it tor tle stagcat d /~t building, di ectly 

cro a fro he L1brB.l"y 1 lth str ete; on thl" e sia.ca nd t.h open pace 

Ul'l t fourth. ean .ile , until it iD erected, th 'onument ill be oo 

ucl or triking an accent than nythin t ndin n t e t building 

it 1 thnt it 111 xr st th ey nd crcen t e unfinished ort1o. f 

he ict • 
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rise , ith 1 a atrGot ax ctly cent rad In itB dome. 

fora , Locuet r-treot 1 the proper· n.pproaeh to the Ca.p1 tel tl ~ 

ly 1 t i :~ now tl e n rro ··eot f e.ll the f.t-reet th.a.t lo "'il 

to ... t to House hill. 

o L e utter of de~clopin · Loouot ~tr et in ~eep~n 1 

t nt f nc ion , I h ve iven much t ou ·t. 1 L aho ld 1 

goo \'.1 tho t ytng . Evon w1 t;h t e deli tion of fi.tt en t n 

it ould at ill be ooroe·~}'.u~.t narro er th n Court Street. ut Io 

fr+.r '& le at o t o beginninG , t e ill , h a <lcfvolopcd into 

t oroughf ro; t e p 01 arty 11'! (~xpeno1v and for t Q ,ost purt 

ny of than nr. let nd poor • nra built t 

lin nt i tu lo ·er ncle An ir.tr1 .d1 te ncl arbi trt ry id •nin 

~r c 1 do 1r ble Ba such utop ould be , would cost r .. 

t 

in nl one curoe f-'rO ~ 1ioh n dequa.t~ appro1ri tion ~a 

de f. r c pu.rpoa<:. frn t O\trc one. ho r , th 

t e in b n fici r3., fro:'l1 .. he ot - tho St te . Iowa. io rich, 

' 

r oen'L ti ~ of ite .. eOJlle uish to eivo to 1 n Cap tul b 11~1n 

noblo a:ppr e.eh - he 00 le of l~~une ot 
' 

Color d 

• 

nd 

Penn ylv 1 r rins to ""1 t 1 0 pitol 'b nd 

n nn d c it 1 nl o of c 11torn a Cl 0 io - c n 

pro~ri tion h uld • ibl at t 1 1, 

ro nt riv •• t "1nnin r .. 
p r •• d c ion t re tn 'it 1 t c1 _ nly 1 

-

t 

14 

ld 

n -

0 

n 

1 

·rt 
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\ ld th Sto.t , fr&.J 1 to ac .. o..nd as h c d 1 Mtt;!..ncc is b rol~· o ret· 

there li a reqt! ;t.r.ed to n~altc uuoh a.:ppro1~ria.ti on 1 (~se courac e e.nd 

d · l a other eornmonwoalth r r• .. aho ing in l!ke matter· • a l ePe. 

n i 

1 

lch 

bu s.nuoh alo\':'er method can l:• adopted. 

d neceaa ry 'tO lle r dily g1 en up. 

For the r oult ia tc 

T.hi t.• other : ,(;tbod woul4 

dopted an or6.1nance euch as that 

11 'Ol~hi ad~pted scme t enty•flv ye re a~o in the caee of 

tn t t.r:o et nd. a.hout t'i ft ·en yc r n. "0 in th caoe of 

oeen th"t~ the lH.toinaru of t1 o city r, qu1red t.lH' ~ d n~ ng of 

l 0 l or u,un f .:res , lined though th<.y wero with coa-tly bu i "J- neG• 

r ...... n1n nc ru uir d tl·e De!;&rtmont of Survey ttto rev1ae tl e city plan .. 

.. u u.s t.o 1den the etr Ett• nun.e , and then proceeded : "~fte:r 

onf1 . tion ~r1d oo1.a.blia'hment of oeid lin a, 1 t shall ilO't he la~ 1 

for n o m r or builder to er tt nny no building, cr to ·obuild ot to 

1 t r th front , or c.;.dd to the height of a.ny llUi lc11ne no~ erect c1, wi th• 

out u. 1·:1n 1 t. rG·oede a uu to conform to tl e lin estnlllinh d·" 'i'he .ar-

1n nc ave etood tbe tent of tr1u.l, and though rAany proport; owners 

t :vc clo.l!!le& dmnagcu~ . tlje eti'urt hb.VG either t·~tur.nld tfJ allot; t~ e cla.im, 

or v t,runtod only nomin .1 w:1ount, , ln sine their action on appr.O(U\1 ot 

t1 ity• l,lca th:t frontage on the 111n ned atrcct conferred n. benefit 

cor.t n our to ._lith tho los£ of btiild 1nB sp ca 1nv lved. 

I i u t.o 'be 61xpactcd that \ 1 thin tl c ne:J:t :f'e years there will .c 

mor rol: ·ildina on Loctl at Street, F'...lJ.at ll o oitce , betwee~1 t"" Coq11 tol 
• 

r t1 t ri v r, t}l n there .. ~ui irl a like l nc:th of ti.L""lO on thf;ec: solidly 

bt 1li up bl. n1nas(j a·trl3ets of Philadolph1 • 

cned .. c.nd • t praeti.ca.l.ly no <'Oot. or course objection~ nre th t,(I), 

for 111o, 1.ho otroet pr cents e. rt:"\ ~ ed 1.ppea:ranc • :B t it doos th t 

no i nd th houoaG in 1 t uppar port~ on o.ra lre dy back f'rou tho 

str t, p rhc.p t~ c building line 111 aoon l>coo e leG uneven th'ln it 1 

t rc ont • (•'), ~'1u~t. l1 c Sto.te will bo obl1 • d to ai t e re f r the 

• orth pp o ch i" oue.h to .ve t<1 1 t C pi tol. , t l o d cl y ould b 
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of 1 ts Ol n choice , and in the life of a ~t~te a po6sjble ten or fifto n 

years is not a great while . As 1,o t'1e a.rr oc nt of' fi denine, I 11 e okcn 

of fifteen feet on a side , beca,lae on tl1e north that in t.ne dlstanc the 

new City Hall is to 1e set back , and b ecause we must be as mcder te s ~e 

can. This 1ould yield , however , a street idth of ninety- oix f et , hi~ 

is sufficient to make a very h ndsome a.venPe . 

On the part of tl e t te , if it will do no more , there ahould at 

least be bouG}1 t the tv.o corners at East lH.nth rtrect. One of thcO)e is 

no 'l vacant , excel)t for billboards on ~hich the most conspicuous si n 

raads with SUGGestive hopefulne 
' 

''l'hesc Lots or ra.le .n Th ot 

the site of nc.all frame houoe. Tl e pv rc~ ase vf tl coe t o cor ! , 

will nuke poscible an outt.al'd Cl rvina f c wtroct line nich 

brine: hole , tate Rouse facade 1nto vie ... rvJ1 do~m tr.c thoro 
? 

1 

instead o.o v suall~ chopping it off , nv \hi ell ' ill 'P'~ kc an it r i v 

entrance ins tc d of g_ vine; .. o l e Oapi tol rouno.s the likt:noar n 

a.c io. nt 1 and blcclcing inc1 dent . 

'~frH.re t e curves rraum svling out , 

at the line of Ninth Street , there 

ou1d be space for a fountain . 

c, 
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e st from 'the State House , across Gr.l.nd Avenue at 1e Eleven h 

Str orn r , is the pretentious buJ.lding of the Stute Historical Soci-

ty. T.t ::lra .Present twu elel!lenta of that architec-cural composi~ion 

hich 1 be formed by the crea.tion here of a aubsidiary group uf public 

or 1-p tl>lic buildin~2 - such ~ group ao is now being formed in 

in nd the Capitol , in wLich the l~~tionu.l Library und the n h of-

ic 1 n s of Senate anu Rouse have t en their pl~ce- If Io 1a docs 

lr r need more a.dti ini a trati ve uffi ce room than the State Hou;Je af-

ford , ill eventually need space fur those and other purposes . 

n il , the CapiLol being deflnit ly located , rute should be forehanded 

to tent of securing the gx·ound tlj,w.t she Mill want . Th c blocks be-

t n nd u.nd a.lr.ut , back of e State Houae , c} •Juld be acquired. 

o ld then ho.ve , we may pc:a.uac to noL - ~~. >3 indication of how the 

pl n r eo Moines unfolds - an entirely nat.ural but very cf::':ective and 

con ni nt transportation center , about the plaza west of the Court Hour:.t
1 

s ~ ld ; a bro~d and st~tely avenue , leading frow this to t •e Des 

oin ivcr. There a !'OW of public buildings on either side , and park-

encompassed , will create - almost is creating - a Civic Center of extra-

ordinary excellence . Leading straight fro~ this , a broad and handsome 

etr ot , ~~vn:i ch ia crowned at l ts st upnit by tho State House , will come ~o 

terminus t Lhe en trance to hca latter 1 s grounds with 1>rou.d outward curv-

ing linea , ao creating a fountain plaza. Then comes the State Houoe , 

and buck of thu.t , .ln convenient proximity to one an ~. ther , an o.dditi nal 

group of ptlbli c or semi- ublic bui~d ines enclosing a beuutJ.ful ~nd scclud = 

ed 1 ttle ~quare . I f tht:t.re w~:.:sce no more o::f Duw 1 oines !Jhan vhi s , it 

o ln b~ tl e fitting and beuut~ful capital city und co~~erciul center of 

a (;reu.t State. l~ut there is much. ruo1•o to Des J oincs . 



I V . PARKS AND 'PI .. AYGHOUNDS , 

- A Sour<~e of He~l th and Pleasttre fu 

the Citizeu .• 
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Parkt:S and la. '6rounds. 
..... -

e Ci tc 'onter , developed as SUGgest d, ill of oourac be a p rk, 

nd n of exceeding usefulness. Irt tho succeeding cha; )ter a.loo I ;.;Jho.ll 

t orne larger park plans, t<l be realized in the couree of time 

light xteneions and small :l.dditi no h ro and there t.o cxistlng 

A a wholo 1 those u.:r-e compar~ti vely 11 ttl • For th main 

ich no confronts Dou 1oines, fr m the otrietly park oint-of-

, 1 not the acquisition of more pl'l>i)arty but the adequate dev clop-

n t 1t which t'le city hns. 

In f ct, it is var,, unusuul to find a city ao z·ich in ~~rk ro· e:ty 

na au poor 1 n plirkc.h With a populc ti on of a. hundi·ed thouoand, and with 

vcn hundr d acren in purk.o, of which '&hu ruu~t rc11ote is not a. mile from 

t> ilt•U> portion of l.hu ci~y, a.r~d w1th the t;t~\.cts diutri1n:ttad Vo'lth 

e rna.teri 1 in band fro which to make a 

p rk atom of axceeding and ad qua.te vu.lu tu the cort~uni ty. Ita so-

ci 1 .. orvico now. h wever, ics relatively little. 1'he city ia in exactly 

position of a man 1ho has acquired lat·ge tr eta of unimproved proper• 

ty, to pay for whlch he has pinched e.nCL scruped rather than borrow on a. 

ort) e, the tracto no~ lying idle men a little invaatmen~ f r construe~ 

tion auld fa.uoe them 'to give large rct~urna. He might h ve been enjoy-

ing ouch generous income for lontJ time, h,.tving the fun of being rich , 

h d not b en so solicitouo lent ha be poor. ~'1le mot1 ve £a., ha.ve been 

good; but tne policy was not. It is to be Baid , ho ever , fo Den poinon 

that th1 s a1 tuation ho.e doubtleoG been ap r cia. ted by a. good many ci ti-

z n nd officials, and ~hat the reason the usual course of paying for 

park l.a.nds by long term bondo m.s not adopted \7aG beca.uee there :~ao lack-

' 1ng the authority to adopt it. 

To SOl!le extent the d1Gcuss1on of t e ma.tter 1e to•da.y academic. }tost 

f the land city neoda for park has been acquired, and by dint of 

1 aving th 1 tld comp rat 1 vely idle, b ~ community aelf-deni and . earlS 

of oa~ing 1 pruotically all of it has been paid for and a ne chapter in 

loc 1 park history - not 

c n no be looked for. 

cqu1rine of 1 nd btt th dev lop ent of it­

Yet it iB ell to 1ve a fe fig rea in xplan -
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t1()n of the present eitu~~ion. r.d t• more eo bectuae. 
• 

gro a , like .uestior13 G1' pol:tcy ill probably rice 

tion oi t ploicy to 'be follo ett ia !'undaa ental . 
• 

ortancc u.s ro ,pect~ the city plan aevelop nt of 

croto 1Inn1ediat qu tltions ~s to hat to do a.t any 

park&· 

again. 

It 1 

Dc:.s ioin u 

rticul r 

I huva :~.d th t the uaua.l couroe .hioh is do .. ced in 

~ en t oi' mun1 cipn.l parka 1 s to finance ~ hr.:J c l6Y • s ymert vr 1 

sueo . 

t 

i 

cuz· .. ,~n t. rev~.clUt.G , U.l"~Y mut·u .han u :r.· l l road cu.n , and tho.t, eimil rl • 

there . re certcti tl expend 1 turee for permanent it 4provemente hi o 

Of th~ue none is 1 ere nl 

1ore justly incl uded th n ,e p rks . School houses , city h 11 

publi c l>uild1nge deto· 1orat • i th timo . So do pavements. c rt 1 

of ae ern , ;a.ter '/Orke etc . Hut p rka , of all the thin r r 

bor1ds arc is ued , are sure to be of r n t cr intr 1nsi c value u. t, n 

pproach m t rJ y "han at the time ~hen the bonds ere issued. 

parks offer , t,oo , in the purchased la.nd , a. t..a.ngi blo securi liy. Th 

could be no Gafer object of a bond ieaue th n pnrks . The BOCi 1, 

!lnity, vulue of t e park alGo ppraci tea aG t e population o 

i ncrenaes 
1 

us t c houses crowd closer t , ·· . as money from 
~~-~ 

r-

rent revenuca or tax levy is expend d i.· ~ ·~ elopment . In o 

" 
l" 

n 

1 

Ol'dS , a e life of th bond approach s "'".., nd , the purpos r 1ich 

-

-

the bond aa i oued bocof!lea more precious to the community . Tl i h p 

p ns th th re ia no· oxpense 1hieh c ' be more ju tly saddl d on o t r-

ity n th t for t e purchO.St) of p r.k lands , hi ch ar i nevi t :bl b 

f r ater service to t e next gene ation than the can bo to r n 

.ain , this methoa of fino.ncing the p rcho.s of llc 1 nd t leO.VOE fr o 

pr ctic lly ll of t. current park fund for t e develop ant f 

kSi nd , h ve 3 ld , h -cever money iu thuo exp ndcd on ur• 

ehu d 1 nd 1norco.o s C V llC of t s curity behind e ond . t 1 

-

--

• 

"II. 
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l o no t.hor eff ct . As th c .. Htl'l u.:r~ o.dc bo utjful urd oe.·vicc-

blv, J 1le ~c ntLr~cted t 1hem. At> the pa.rk s a.ra e j oyod an 1.l eir 

un1ty G rvlcf:. is revealed, cencl·ou& ,iftfj ea.re rr.tMlo .. f untv..:inc , seulp= 

' 
ooinc; gat.e,taya , biru , arli~w.le, rare pla.nta , conserve.tor:u~s , and 

f l nd. 

o t 1 r obJect of ci Y ic philunth ·o1)Y h n t 10 city t ~ po.rkc. T 10 mu-= 

1 cl to p y for the land out of ourrc3lJt "f!Vf!nu.;a .. be par k been 

J.mo t undevt.lopad, , r lati rely ueel<.:fHh flO rnocl u, ec;nt rnll f'J16 r :::::. 

l ' \ ld Gtiugrao~ u.n u.ericultur·l oountry .. y t ;la:ir mr;~,1n pu1"}Jn se • 
1n a 

-
p r 1 to afford pl ecunu-o .. Thore are few WLJ.lkB 1 tl.r'd M for bea.u "Y of 

flo t. n lo.nt let me quote fro .. t" e city ' s ln.ut u.nnnul report : "lith 

v 1un r e1 acres of' park s , for 1h1ch '"" 1 ty of :.. 11undred tbouao.nd ~ork-=-

r y _ng, tho year 's e.x~endi turc fCJr flo war Q" v. ~n ei v n a;) t? • SO , 

r r Cttt ne trees" ~If- . 50 , for bulbs ~12.85, f r fertilizers c. oO,for 

irJt Oc nto , 
. 

1 or r p 1rs tt 

and , u.o mora tha.n cqu lling the total of all the ao 11iema, 

1 o'1cr , ~38.76! 1 0r land po.ymer. , on the other hand , 

h l.' expended f1·om t:he current revenues II ,~'TO. 

/ 

rcr and more p thetic ca.ac or aelf dcninl and otarvntion for tho beue = 

f'1 t uf tl c .. future? 

3ut o.t la.ut, a.a hu.e been :.1aid , ub tantially all th~ Des oinee park 

1 ds u.r re lly paid :for, and there may be anticipation that t e park 

y 1 rtali~ing nc\ uomethine like oO,OOO year, wi11 go into park de• 

lopnent. That it is sorely need d is rno..n11· st. The m~tuer to be con~ 

e1d rod in thi cho.pt ·r ie how i.n the next and ubnequent years tho va.11-::. 

ble money oa.n bofjt bo expended. The sum iu small to bccin with , but 

ven li ttl , cona1stently opcnt ya utter yeu.r to rd o. definite end, 

1ill ccompl!sll .. c;ood de 1, nd by degrcen the annual aum will erow. 

ir t of a11 1 there muot be the definite uim to rd i ell progra a a 

c n b conoiatcntly nado . The detcri in tion o thia 1s ¥Ork for he 

kill landsc I' rchitect, ft r c r ful and thoroueh tudy. 

o portion of next y ar•v par~ ~oney could b opcnt more ioely than on 
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1 

o1n 

l r1 

ino 

th 

t 

• 

• 

uti ul homea of De 

~~n c r1 te r.ot th mo t uit ~la ta ture to 

• 
t 

I 

1 

0 tc. a.e the rl eerv th 

1tl ~ l .nd siven ov r to golf' 11luo nni,m 1 1 rt 

re e u von .o but lo, c 

orn of str1ctl park t cil 

nd de~r, th •· e 

hn e to 

thl 

ld 

n1::. 

rlly uo ~ o f n an r.c o u.r , nd t,\1e .or a ppor.tionod 

n b nl look d nt t rou rr he f . JC • 

a. lo 1roost twic t!t l re 
n , numortou no to gi 1n nutve ua unl~B3 the 

oci 1 ttrt\Ctlon, ttuch .: a n go d 200 .ould 11 o ent. 1.un 

nd 1 oulcl not only b camp r t1v ly unobjoc 1on :bl • but i 

ln or 

f r th u.~~tn tic phue or 
d il•cblo ro tu 

ubj c , ~oo 1 not, fr< th t 

It, ~ecntse tit> JOpu­

' o ill th e 1e no need to a crt• 

1 t in 

our or f1vc. nd Orn:n Vic ruts t3o ae1plo an o.oro&g tha.t 

b , ith ev .. n ~ood ~oo, 

Yt on o. th o t talu l'>l tunctlon of a nu.nio lp~ to 

ooth ity-t1r d norvo e and onll otion f animal , S.n o f r er: they 

di tr ct nc und e~cit1ns. n tic to th t 

t 1 

h 

d ubly 

n t 

t • 

• 

n 1 e thcr to:r 
' 

ec t ar uCh t coll ction t ll 

lt te it ln on • only hose need go to l 

n1m ll • na the 111 a tham nll nd to tho 

In tal>li Gh1n ,. zo nt Gr n Vie ·1111 be 

lon t p tc 1 t{j o m lleci~ 1 tt:r·aoti on, ll 

1 inti ldu 11 ite bu e ~or le t uch or tre ith r ct to 

h ~·~~ luuou\ r round • eh ioh, t 

to I I b 



od, 1 h ef renee to th park drive ~ th t b d a 

ould bG littl n1adom in rnuina o.ree exp nt11tur 

no 

for 't 

until ro is s ure.nce th t TJho r loeu.tcd ri,ht, p c 

t1ma o l~n o_ d velo>m~ntf nnd until h ir pro or grades 

to o·,e la.n 1r• ... dator ~ined. !rhc pre Bing necelS i ty of 

eotn!)r<.non lV cl olen thua ind1c 1 a. Pr par t1on of" 

i 11 t.~ ut intere l.n e udy, d. tlllliln a .. >oriono , i ......... 'La 

t:ikill. It 1 not ork tor novice t c trt-.noforn t1.on 

for 1.nat. nee, into 1J tt iful r en. For 1 t. c n, inde d, b 

t i fu. .. t ' i t pl~n~in& oi t c 1 ko hore , t e develcpn r 

ll-

aidoe, .:.ho pro. er ligu ·~ent of rt ad. , thu harhOni~·in a.t " t 

th ~u~dcn tr n it1on frum ~ enue o p r e In c end, G ' 

velt;~l en~ v ill p;f•uaably b th mo ... t xpens1 o of ... n t;iv tl o 

... iu ri llt ihu.t 11. ehould. boi but 1 1 not or ·h t ill l 

one t cnc • 

ro l nd ctt.Ile o :nt .f fi "' rlon P~rk & no t. c b 

c1 ty 1 la.reer )ltaGur gr un , i rt1 na c.w't. the eouth end be n • 

Th r fore i 16 caa~nt1al h 't tlb · i" tct .. t ouro 'b£. auk n no t r y 

t.he bcQI,n iful ex1st2 r~e J):l c ure a.:uo. O<l ~;. '•ntAo .vh . no. a b n l• 

on \.'tl :..c 1 1 ~\. Ll e .,uue o~ m.r v1 11:. , a,r. £~tSU tor prom)>t ~ t 

lu ai.Ji oet of n~w erecnh u , • One uf the ugga ted o t t 

1 oo th lu. n J£.n v ~ re ... c.J.rl.l 1n front 01 th !'hom.t son hou , 

bout he o 6t 1 c poas1blo ~ t r 40 t bo uty ~f ch par 

c rnod . A it. h e em d ~ e id al a eaot of e hou • on 

th iQ \~roc. Xh haa. nll 1 nt c o oon Gn1enc t 

t accca~i j11Ly t ~he superinb nd nt , o1 su faci nt 1ncon 1ouo n 

in o 1 td c e atHl co lplot ep r t1 on fro lanc1ec p - 1ott r , 

de u te ~cr c t cillLi - t t.rc c o s on t1r e ~id 1 na f 

d nt un in • I. o h r tt r in 1 crk th ~ call~d to l 

r con ruction of littl bride fo t of h h1 J. 

auld B 

ok • of 

r1 

h t boulder arch ould bl nd b t 1th t e tlng. 

1 o , in cOnnection i h Union k , i h e ty of i 

i tnt r otinc to no , in b e in ho 1 

bun_ 

t 

I 

0 b 
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hiatorlo nd is v lue4 locally ~or ita Bociat1ona, critlolem of. its 

a~ra'hit ctur 1e out of place. But ln d veloplntJ the pa.rk ·thero rnn.~,~ e 

lo t!t lH"oi etro t to offer omething ol tha:.r1 the house for th eye to 

rest uponi cJ a tho c1 ty has enter·ed 1 to very unusuu.l contract j th 

t e om n• Club, in giving it fifty ye r leaoe of' the hou e, th~s cl ,, 

hich be n l> notably ldc.mt11'1cd w1 th t~ e cjvic 1>rocreac of D .o 

J'oin 1 ohoula , 1 t a or.l to m , t k pride tn r'l klnr; the rr: 11 pl t o 

urroundin' round xemplify th r nc1plc hioh it dvooatc ln davel• 

oping th ;ubl1c prop rty o nes (O!n -~rue 1t, that 1s• n epitom 11~ 

lu r tin civic ide le. 
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tl Ul 

xa.'!lpl • i he pluntine of echo lynrdo d th~ he 'ti in o 

roundn are throe .. ted, I O\ ld h v r'l\ b e o 1 h 
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notn r ~on~ible.~ortha roun 1 b1t. th (1y hich116 i 
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i c peoi ,llly '""d a.pted t:( r IJl, ygrot nd rJu.:rriCH~er:; ~ or tn et } ar a. 

.... ouch o.s that c;n the bluff c;vGrl ooking; 4 h,! l'"ver t 1.,}'\e r.nd 

of' xn 11 v nu ' , 1·or o.xampl e ... :~pr~~1al effort. ntuot be r.lndo , 1n th u nt 

1 poesoss.~. on voj ll cra n t, the:. future und creatHr Des ()int a. 

t te of · a~hington a b l l l on thio point , ~hich ~as v ood by 

u nor aft ~ paa • .1 ing both houeco o1' th lcgi s l atu:r:·e nd race· ing 

0 1 b o t f 1~ - 1D to be r • lnt odue thin y a.r , ;i tb ev ry pro -

0 ' it v id , of nBc m~nt into 1 • [t v.il l quire th o.t : 

' l t of' an e.dd i t ·on to c1 ty ot th fir or second cl aa 
t ci t~1 having tt fl1lGOial cha.rtcr , ''·1 th nffi cient po ula• 

t cr1£e 1 t to 1ru1o1•por t undc1• .h 0Gneral inool'lJt:ll"a• 
B a city ot 'le firat or econd rlnc;e, ~, 11 be fi l ed, 

t a o pprCJvod unl ess ~ plot or lota of groune1 not J.es 
n -t nth o.. 'tho ~ron of ,'t.HJ blo l"a thGre1.n ':) l atted , e>:cl:u .. 

1 lu.nd set a.pu"r"t for o t et and lloy a Ghal l be deu-
j c ~ public ~or uso a l a JJO.rk or corJnwn r· fnr pnrlto or 
c d ..~ls.ced under .. he control r t1e city author1tiea or 

l fo:rovar . 
f CAA<4. t\.<" ~ 

cnrr of th1 o bill i ·~ t ": -· ., ·oundo are as nee oo.ry 

t, 11 16. 1 ot ld be prov de a. in 1 .. v u.nner; artd thtt t if it bo at. .t:J.=-= 

n l !.fld 1 thout oottpena t~.on hen requiring th 1t ::,treets in w lo1.tcd 

of l 1 o lot a .. hn vt: luc of t. 1 r•rl d ed1 ted for etreet e - 'tho st a 

BOh1 utt.o , r ctio l ly u.ll th oitics of t.hc ~tu.ta w· th n. p pnl t.ion 

centl y , by r or~ndum vote , edo t d the po11r;y 

of of .. r.i. lly )tablishing a pl ye:rounc:l f 

'f r cuch add11.:iona_ 2o,ooo. 
r tl"e first. IO , OOO r f fiOl'Ul -

\ 
"This pol icy wo ld z: ~ ,uir 1n 

D oino to-d y f1 e "convonien .ly located" :Vlllygrol~rtde 11 ot su · ta1Jl 

14' , o o ni~ c 1t ,,. m'l.int inod by the mun1c!p li ty . '.l'his ia not f4 Utoe~~o 

pio.n un v1e1or, ry idoal , a.o tho numb@r of cities UJld to 1lt fl of' nee cl,u• 

D t ~ th t h v' put it uc;u.lly in o er tion. b~ ov rwhelmin vut , i D 

oo thing lik t o score. 
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A fu¥1the:r u ~ation nat be dded to -his ch pt Th 

are cotot roperty and s such are not .tr ctly \i hin h 

Fe ort; ut there ~~v t least be inted out th desirab111 

""tate c1! in6 carE·f'ul and a.rti tic -pJ. n :f'o!' the p .r'll n n 

of th T , nd G• o ccasion 1 ~·~Onition no adays, no vefl 

one , is c,... ted without first cbtainin fro • .,..tj sts , UT'C 't (" 

ec ... ,.. ners co tJletc nd b 1 echem to ork to. I 

.i th ~.111 1 n tltorc are erected l)uildin s of staff , and d, in 

m r crcv d of rsons vi it he n. i · al'ld on le vin c 

fro i , ori s of 'be .Llty .. Th ~t ... te .., ir of I o a rectlr I 

ye.;...r . r n of t''lo sands of vif.itors v i si it nu"lly , n 

so e r io of it is erected in p rroanent rn~:terialS · If , tl ' 
worth l' il to et a plc:.o.n fer th tcm. orary e bi bi tl on, n 1 r1 

m 'b{ c rted a,.1und ntl 1orth llile o do "h 

"Pai1• - er anent inetitut ien . And year by vear , th~ on ) 

done r ·nently may be done in ccordance \it that pl an , c 

thuu r a 1 .. nd v. it ractically 110 additional cost t 

In the State f e Yor~ the Fair h o n 

th rtl 1. rt .nee th it h ~n Iowa , but uh~ L 1 

cur 'ch 1 ns . I~-. has conei,ie ed that 1he resul t of tl i 

aliz A. • 
)1 \at \1 l ret-... t l .r increa ecl a tenda.nco , nd th th 0 -

t.l. 
• 

al r lc i nflt nc~ on tlJ. cities ni towns nd vill '"'e 

St t 1. .!l t not ditsii ilur t.u h t • lC th . nation 

1 of' - e of h orld 1 
c r 'F' tr in r ic' • I t , ot, 

b n 
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V. :BOlJJ.JWARDS, I .. AHKVJAY A ~D tiE\lf PARKS, 

- Proper Attr1 'buteo to a Prospcroun C'i ty. 
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... v. 

'Boul evard a , Parkways and Ne •' Parka. 

ihe r.mbj ect of thi a chapter constitutes almost always one f 

moat delightful parts of t e study o;f a city ' s improvement 1 il 1 • 

Its sug§oation i s all cf ea e , c mfort ~nd beauty j it conc~rn~ 1 ~lf 

v. i th t e :fin .:r side of c1 ty development , taking t 1e commonpl cc n tt /L 

- of- fact for gra.nt< d; :tt is broad in 1ts geographical s eep; 

social s~rvice - for the plealdure derived from parkways and bo 1 

l ly no mear1s confined to those who co.n motor 01· drive ; and in th 

of mu11i1Zipal improver cnt u 11 ttlc outlay accomplif.;hec more p:ro1 rt nat .. 

ly 'than in any other single creative }Jhase. .As o. woman in dec n r­

self for a ball nelect~ this cauti~ul gown , and that and the o c je -

e l, nove , in I l anninb the beauty of a ~ity . ha\re in thio chupt e-

l e c t and ccmbine thE. bf:st of whc..tcv<n i fi appropriate among t c ~1 

poss essions , making ~.here there iz nf:ed addi.tion to her store. 

Yet certain common- £ense r-ul es arc t\.i le ob nerved. First, 

other claima to a.pprcvc."l mun i cip;;'.l art may hav e , it must be rae 1 

Sec ond , the fe..mi l iar phrase "bou l evard system" impl ie,s 1n itself c 

cy and co- orc1inat i on . Thi rd , the drivel1 m• st lead here peoil 

go , and there must be the greatest posai b l c coir4pleteneas in 

t 

h t 

Finally , to stop altort of a natural goal , to have to tra·ncrsc v r d 

greeabl e links in getting from ono section to another , or to h c 1 

n• 

0 

• 

-

the boulevards and parkways crowdod in one part of the town to h elu-

sion of another , will roan the lo.:.ta of much of the system ' s effective-

ness. ith these thoughts in mind , we may tal(e up concretely the st dy 

for Den l~oi11es . 

In di scuzsing the Gi vic Center and a pi to l Approach , 1 t tta.o ob r"·cd 

that the so-called ' ransportation Plaza in front of he proposed Jn1on 

Station '1a.de a ver· natural and desirable ato.t'ting point . Ruppos in• 

stead of t rning East , however , e turn ~est . S~reet car trucks c n be 

avoided by :following Cherry and Eighth Streets to Locust . At Locust 

Street , t e boul evard proper may be na.d to begi n . 

~eGt rrom Seventh and Locust, no car tracks are on Locu s t trcet, 

and there never should be a ny . It should be reserv ed ror the purposes 
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is ly bloc from nrn.nd , oarri ea c r trucks - ·hich rM1kc 1 t und -

i bl f r 'boulev!'!l:rd ua - and , thouch 1 here .:...re uoree lapseo in 1 ts road-=-

~J,ui:re considerable fill , or b:ridgin , n( oLHH· parallel 

r d. at nco of a rn lle and half i ,. as fully cut, throu ~h. I 

c n • thoretor.e , that in developin~ t'le boulev rd nystem OJ D ... o 

crcoll Avenue • a gape be ol oaed , and tho ntJ•ee t developed. into 

vice hie;hwa.y tn the oat. Thi o doc e net m Hl.n tho. t t 11 u tree 1; 
ilad. It iG naturr.tlly x relaely piotureoquo ; the aervica 

i 11 t ee if .. ·~;111 e pr1ncipull:,r ot t ~ liGhter kind • a :tch e 

11 l' r ly i e noticed where l1en.vy cu.r ... n<, ' ro u.· 'J.nd rumble . 

t tty houucs , nnd ca.J" Park , nr~ our~c o1· coutly onva . :But tha 

o u of t.H.n:-vj "0 tre.f.fic decreet. eo 1'£ll idly ao cno £;eta out , and beyond 

0 l:.i ~ t · . e t d o e not :mo u.n t to m h • For carriage nd mat~r travel , 

, 1 nc a?•d In eraoll V(jnu he ,1c B ! 11 , of course , u.uc t c.: boule-

rd. In l oo.d view , th devclo 1 ent her~ pro ced iL the only rc .. 

on no. 

01 nd ,, ~rn e ,oes d · ~oc•tly tr... < reeuwood Park. 2ut for ~lloac 
.. 
llO 

dr1 t cr o leasuru of driving, :ttler tl-un fo r the ?!ere purp EC of 

r chirr toie de.:tintttion , a. mei,..1 ttr ct, · on oft e avenuo ~111 be t.he 

ace e it iv ~B to delightful detours th i muve cl rming vari.a.tions. 

Such r o lov cl if roads that ind alon tl-te bluff to t e south , as Jfo:r·-

e t n ive etc., Lnd no U."ain, very s <:ie..lly , b o.u ti.fu.l r.· )J. anda. Dri vc, 
1\ 

itn 1 ~ conn <·tion, by ·ay of cnrvine Center nriv .. , wit.l park. Tc: .-;a 

a :m.nd Dx 1. ve e~ tend sou .h from rt~a.nd venue , o. posi to ~O ... 'ty-f J.rat ~ Croe 4

7 
follo inG r :vtne . The t:r.eca hone no th · clrly 0\1 c:r it , thaCJ in Autumn 

th l os Jmo at hid o :1 c r ud i an<.\ al thoueh G-and venue .. 1 h all its 

urb n p ot ntim.lanesB s .1tt. ... rot 1d h corner • I fo1lncl t l! Drive too 

du.rk to r;iv . rery aat1ofaeto:ry phot 0 . .. ll! • Th city o·nc L vur in~ , 

but COn3idcr bl t ntret ch Of l~_nd in 0 ition .() r ..... t • t ;;.o_f, nu 

have h rc .. pa.rkr.'ay ths.t ne~d!i onl,.r clc nin , t .... nd rcaurf .. cin{; to 

ke rorcl y romanti c approach to Ort n·ood Perk . 
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tr f ic ovc • lil ch e it pl co n loot lsn , but. t r n 

ch rnot re u t not b conf~nod . 

c tor of Or en ood Par li Ju t t roo 11 v rom th 

0 

n t 

, 1 h 1oh, e h vo m conneo it 

oro fli 11 opon country , n t 

cl , 111 n tur 11~ ch it di ~ · 1on" Bu or 

to 

r o no e t at o c 4 tho otr t r 11 c 

ll Ingersoll 
I , 

r~ , s too clo - 1n nd too 

1 

• 

111 

ur en th t 1m com , th tr c 1 to e f\ lP 

ill ob 1 lc o n nddi ion to Oroon ood . ' 
r , ould b not only , nor cv n rinoip l l y , f r topo r e 1 

1ctur n ~t o ld a d i but b c uc it o ld c rry th 

0 ld t r ho obv 

f n 1nc1d nt 1 

.. 

I 

1 

• 



nin :r north from Greenwood P rl:, Pul Doule ard h u been 1 id out. 
rivec 

.t o till in tho t ct a cc,unt y rond, two eisht n•foot, 1 ~ 1' 

lann , one on each ide ot twenty-foot center parking, and beyond tho 

th 

h r is to be let· a. c1dew 1,. apa.co brot\4 enough for ddi t.1 ona.l 

In ho 1dee. Th1o 7111 m~ of it a proeentablc boulcv rd. 

t rni 1 trw Greenwood , Polk Boulevard :·o chee u point OIJPO 1 t 

o 1nn1ng of "avcln.nd Park, hich 11 c on th open roll ina lu.nd to 

nc r that wise planning auld extend it to the boulevfird . 

I 1 ry implo and obvioua principle th t it iu bettor to have 1 

u on boul v Lrd thtc.n on b ckyar<1a. nut Whether extnnded or 

not, t a d oir bla that the d:r1ve ., enterin~.:.~ thie park t ita iou1.hoaot 

c r, l ll doaoribc an irromulo.r .mi•c1ro:le, ~1oh till give o. vie 

ot 

bro 

Ito 

link , o.nd thon paaB out of t.''lo pnr at point oppo. ite Kinsm n 

1n ·; n IJl~ been laid out 1 tl1 ph l·t d.rivao on either 1d' of 

n r p rking. 

.:.~;.. . -- . . -. .:-- -. .. -

t rn end till 

At its uotorn f .. nd this hae bcon put in turt. 

• 

-

alt d dev lop cnt t t~ c t1~e of study. 
hol cent r r 1ns ahould be be .uti 1c4 in ' n 1 fom way by cl lr.lp of 

lo shrub , d oor ti 

ar en rd. t th 

1n lo r or lJ. ad' , 
~ 

ground a 

tr ot inter cw~ul orn ent 1 elcotrol1 r o 
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1 po, I r. f ra.bly " 1 th a. fjirtglo urJr1 l t lob , hould nd 

1ng point of 1, a.Jtio of boulev rd r..:.nd ct•oac str ct. 1 

not only o.dd much tQ the beauty n.nd d1en1 /!/ of h ·r y, bu 1 

f lin ortin· tr ffie at plnco other lot dan orou. Str 1 1 

b ck to to·n, oible ort o 1 

1 op from c c ntnr <:.f th 1~y to the c t and back in. 

value , too, uo o. uireot u.nd IJle o.nt pn.r pproa.ch from populo -
dantio.l section. Thus it h o vor ' u ~tttl fttncti on to I er o • 

1n 1e 1 r cr view of comprehOJi~1ve plan or t lG ~reater D e o1n • 
i"'1n~~t-l.n .13oulevo.ld lln bo con si.dored u.e only a euboidJ. -cy of n 

1·nor of Pol" nd lCin an Dm lovard , m -t de 1 t 

• 
rive ~ ould aeel!, n t to r •L,trn at onoo to tom, b t, 1 in 1 

oa G:rcen ·ood nd av&ltmd Pa.rk , to rea h next t' o parke on 

t~r. he' t1f·1 os oineo r vcr, if . n voids~nfi ~ cit ' 
c n o foun4 some f 1rly direc nu ttr ct1vc ~ of oin 1 

Such u. 'l c n be found . 

•'· ·~ r1. rcction tro thio cor1 r, t e lu.nd 1 
f6 ~· vvvt~-~S:-:> 

nnd ( , 11\ · · s .1. 1. • hysi cQJ. re oon v.ih he proj cct ed l)ouJ v t 1 o( 

not i e 'l l 1e off di gonally to t a r1 ht , o a to rc ch ni r n• 

u u. ))out Thirty-ninth r-tr t. An~ pro1orty awners , f r ro 

pl n, oucht to oe 11lina to vc th l nd for it n. 

n Tniveraity t,vonue, rc v e u- the up er nd f 1n 



1c , 1 th !nor depth, with sro·ing icturosquenees, and 1th many 

n 11 J in ly rom :mtic tributary, ex tendo at CO.""Y G:t' o.o nort,hen.et ardly 

11 to Hickman Avenue near 1 t b Ginning o.t a~wentietb Streot. I 

1 d pr ot1cnlly all of th1 d atanc , ~~d enn recommend t e trip 

n lho lov n birds, u.nd ne.tur 1 pictures , unexpected t~iots nnd 

n ' ~"l'U r t re no ob• 

1 r formidable t:ha.n bt-l.rbed t.ire fence a, for t c1 ty hrMl not 

n hiahway orousoa. On the very 

built-up portion or~ c1ty, ther~ thtG has oen r o rvod 

n u 1 r, \I"l!' ·ay 1'te 1 lt:Hlclin : 1 J l!lt . a 1s rnoHt de 11~a.ble1 raor e u~t·~Jardly 

l river. The:rE~ iu li tt doubt thut moat or the ra.v1nc, lleing 

un il bla f' r bU1ld1ng purpone 1 '\Otlld be ClVOn to tho rity by ita OWn• 

r o should lJ~ a.greut'lont to put a p rkv1ay th ·ongh it . A trip 

th n th. tual road muot bo o ned, howuvur , or e b auty o the 

en J on nt 1 to be made ccrt in. lot only i !3 ,l '~ loent ion id .. 1, tho 

1 n rob bl nable for nothing; l}U , in the examp 0 furnished 1 y 
~~;U.... 

:r ci 1 • "~ . · ura.nc thu.t t rol i ely 1 tlc co )t o. pll:rk ny 

" ro 1 r .. e 111 be ver. eo.·1tiful nnc1 very pop1 lu. on~1d. r, 

n illu tr tion. the fnmoua ~l o l'ale on Drive t l, 11 dolphi , or lov ly 

R c Croe .rk in Ja.nhi ngton. 

t.t t o oln~ hare t~o av1no crooe 

de 'GC or fo U1e f 1 rods ,l1 ~t am in to T ent th A1,re t. 

o h r to t e iver, 111 a o1d1n conl mine &nd brio~y r , 
lc e Bu oolut on to b fo1nd . nd o re-

lt orks o t ' oat d irnbly. Proc ed1ng ent1eth t t, 

proxi ly in xton ion of t. o line of tc ........ _ . ..,,n , t ere preo ntly p 

e u· r~ od v nue, no gr du lly coin o pi aen t rou .h long di t so , 

b\ t p o b ly never u ed to rnuch "= nt . I is n cmnnnt of d v lop• 

nt chem th· t included t 11e la. ·in out of a. c• naidcrable tr et , 'but :r· -

tlt d 1n no building. Thi avonuc lD oo con r ctod to r 

of t o hill at grade by no prohibitive f r e. 

top f' hill ro to b a. t bl lt1n6, d turn of fc 0 

t e north brin on to tho blu!f 1 ~ re an ntr c1n 1 
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pre;:c.nts a wj.dc stretch cf cuuntry and. the upper rec.r.ches of' the riv r.. 

gleaming 1 eneath wooded shores . T .Len t;urn.ing south , a road maj c n-

structcn to paa~ through grove , thc11 come in to the open , and d nd n 

to the ravine which ie scuth of the Detention Hospital , between nd 

the Ch~1.utauqua grounda . Yne variety of such a drive will manif, tly 

prove one of its greatest attractions. 

Thee :\~ BOino acntirnent in D~a Uoine s for adding the Chautauqu 

ground z t J th<3 park system. If thi a were done t~he parkway would th1 

li.nk 1 t to the other p l easuregrounds. As to the advisability , ho~ev , 

of such use of the land , I find the question rather one of financial x 

pediency for Des Uoines than of city planning . The grounds are very 

well located , well wooded , and are topogrv,phically attractive; l>ut the 

city has now a large park acrcuge which the really neceanary additions, 

that I 1ave deacri bed a.r1d shall describe , will make quite generous ; for 

the parks it ha.G there ia need Of doing a. great deal , to :Jecure adequa.t 

returns from t'1e i"1ve~tment they .&.<7prt.H;ent ; and if tllia usa of tl1e Cha.u­
wr. u ... 

tauquu. groundL; ~ not Made , their probable destiny \ oul d be division 

irto lota of one or tio a~ree , on mich 1ould be built fine homes in at-

tractive setting . 7.hat outcome might be the better financially for the 

o~are of the property , as well ua for _he ci~y. Bt< ' .. -t:" on the otl er hand 1 
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f t n1C1J> 11 ty Ghould he a.l>le to fintA.nC t~}JO UO uire.ment of t~e {)rO~ --. 

rty nch • lJay <S not · mn1odia.tely to feel the burden, tho tr ct ,.;oul<l 

1 nl b r.\n excellent one t hold . Po a!bly tbio oould be don by 

1 nlr r 16Gion to flcqn1ro tho property through a fl'rtall llond i uBue , 

en 1 in 1 L to the Ch utG.U(lUB for o. t rm of years a.t 

covor the annual inter ct on he bonds. 

rental ou · ~ 

1ci n 

rk go back to tha.t, corn, o out at. tho foot of th pic-

r rotd hich , havinc let Sh c lofo d ' o rick yard. nor aacon o 

h 1 1. t 1 tf) top re tl'.o l.one: nurnbored. a tree L that lend south 

r oi t.y , 1nt.h w1 th atr .. e t o s to carry I>edestrlu.no to the very 

cl d nc t. only drive and bridal pc;lth , but tl ~ lk t'hn.t \'ill wind o.mong th 

tr i t:r oidc . At he t p of he blu f' , the road .. ill do tr~ore , ho • 
• v r, hun m rely connect •~t the nunbcre4 atraLta . It pa3ses lJttlu 

r1 n ul ua 111(}111 "'nd Park; ! t oonnactt; w1 th tho Sixth Avenue BridE; , hich 

1n 1 t t\ rn connecta 1 th Bird l md 'Y)ri vo O.Yld that with Union P rk • or, 

ontinuinf., 1 te a!nuoua eource alon'"' tho -soutbctrn o1de of tl?t.. :ri var, it 

bcoomoe Arlington Avenue ana eurvea a.'tou!td to orcf o I-'rarlklin Av~nuu . 

c follrn 1 t tf) this point, nnd. th(~n turn to the loft on Fl·unklin, JO 

roe1ch in or1o blc.ck ... &~ Bluff ntre~t. • tht. dyke. 

~hio dyte o!1ngs along the rivor•s adge f~r mo a tn n a mil. It 

1 ringed ~ith treee all he way . l t needo only a l1ttlo raioing nd 

If 
, 



~ l1ttl~ widening to oontinue vory ctunn1ngl y the lon5 p r dr h 

been oontentpl, ting. For a. fc . . :rodn the hottt..t'l of t.hot n 11 11 

Fr n -:lin Avenue Which 11G e t of Dlu f Street brtek U'n\Jrt 1 t • • 

~ust bo provid,~(l her , a:nd connection a r lirod . Th n a.t t 

cd comcB ."10 int raeting :d tatorium, Boo.t ~i n ' f3 Io1n.nd ~ ich 1 y 

pnr~ . nd o.croo the river 11 s Union )ark . for hor the ri r 1 r 

bordorod on both oid a , an<i our circuit , rk\ .. tl.Y h G tiod no h 

~rc round into the G'otam. The roat bend encloGca on t 6. ' 
ll 

oeds, oeama to d r ive them wave•lik o.gr~in ot the dyk • 

s ould b dded to the park to n trc l o 1ouB nthlet1 c field· It 1 

coGt l1~Lle; ita loca~ion in respect to tho houseo is ideal ; an uoc ion• 

al oouuin oo or ali ht aprine ovcrflo j l l do it no harm ; th ~i I -
t bli hcd N ta~oriltm provid s butha in conne tio i th 1 t , nd bor-

d rine d. k drive aives o. Vllnta. e point rom ff'lich to ~at.cn te s. 

It 1o ro t. cl lnOG f r C'lty , nd in n 1ndt~.ctr1al communi y } 

rov ion of • cili ti o for he lthful outdoor oxorcioc, euc~ n ba. cb 11 

v , deuiro.blc ccono ic lly .11 Ph" 1 lly nd or 11 • n 

nc · ase in t ficienc of 1 bor 16 1 di tely t · ,.,e bl to n 0 

• 

ro ion f l 16 ind . 

F r 1 & h lf of he tot 1 i nco , h 1 0 icl no 



th t 1 t Juppo ta on road. Thue1 cry 11 ttl ex1 enQe 111 cH .... r .v our 

to Un1 v€r 1 ty Jivcnuc o.nd .First ~tl~ e there t e dyke ermint"'t o. 

1 only tui l e rot'l J.,o u t Gtreet , u.nd f irly oompl etars n \{k t f ~ - ae .. ~ 

l o •1 v d• p rk ay c1r m.t1 t . Univornity 11v nue , ~hieh ie broad v L •u 

n • c m b t kon to Sec ond or 11lird Rtreet 1 and thu o the rnturn mu.de to 

t 1neoo ecnt cr of tho o1ty. 

h r io r1otl inc v isionary, f nta.n 1c, 1mpr a c t1ca.l about the aug• 

at td circuit - long, sur pri n1. ng l y vt .. r1 cd nnd 1ntert..,~ ting , t .. nd cxc tH"d..-

1nely br..r~uti ful ae 1 t 1 a . Thoro i L. ei nl'lY a '"akine b:S~ or :~hut t.l e ci ty 

l ro dy hu.o nnd tho J oin1ntJ or good i uolated un1 ts i n t o a aya tcm. 'l'he 

lin rrom Pol 'Bot1levnrd to th r i vor i fl the onl y "Cally nr::w connt:-uc t ion -

n 1 vr thi the y l ies open, nature l1o.s provided 1 s bew .. uti al park-

11k tting, lnd th re eay b nt1o1p t1on h t 11 of he lBnd ~11 be 

ln its ntircty , tho ci rcu1 t n c an n oho clrivo indcod . Vi , .. 

i tor .111 be taken ov r 1 t to be g1v n p o6f of he picturcaquon os of 

t Bit of Dee oinca , of the tt o.ct1 oncee or tLe life there; of the 

t etc , r1d eauty with h1ch Ll c city ho.o cen built . But he circuit 16 

not deai cn <i for \.he· vi si to1·a onl y . Ita grc t m rit io ita conven1enc 

To tlcn lt ~on More than s1 ply n ple -

d 1v • It off r boautiful ppro ch o tcJ th p rk , beautiful con• 

n ction b t cen u 1 bea tiful v· of # tt1ng fr~ on u otion of he 

tom t noth r. For one per on ho ~ ~ the ~ole round , v n 1n 
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these d o.ys of the sw· ft a.nd tireless automobile - which , it a 

has imJ)Osed b. r its llOpulari ty, a, nt~v req,l i.r<:!ment t'pon lilUllticipa.l 

tell,..~ in demcuding nuch ci:r.ouit drives ao this- a half dozen 

noted, 

rson 

wi21 be using it jn part. That it is fitted l;o be nut onl an nd b t 

a me ns is evjdonce of its community value. 

:Before leavine the boulevard system ( f 1 e ~ t ~ide, ce in o her 
").. ~ 

matters mt~t be considered. w.ha"&ever may be tnought regardint rel -

tive !:lo:r.j ts fot· residential purpose of De a Mo:i fJ(:a ' a natural div r: on , 

the fact m s c lle recognized that moa1, of the city ' s wealth - th t 1 to 

ea~r • mcst o:f the plcusure- dri ine; pop llai,i on , - i G on that . ida f 

river , and ,he tendency ln the city ' s erowt.h poin te ~trongly trJ its con-

tinuance ... he:re, Thj. s is o£ vi tal importance +.o the city plan, :f r it 

·nea.!'l s that. here :UlU nt be put the main emphasis in the provision of." 1 ul .. 

vards anc pa.rk 1ayA, since here they 1ill be most useo.. :trow o:ur bo -
vard eyzt,em as plan:nod j a , fer a) 1 its convenience, circumferentia. , nd 

e.. large CIY·iving -popula'tion may well ask that the c ompleted o stu 1 ll 

proY:i de a.ttracti ve radi.:J., leading out from the center 'to t11e ci cu r­

enee , and t~riug the two toeether. 

G· ... and Av enne 1 P. one such radi 'l1B; Ki neman Boulevard a.noth.er. ot-

t.a,se Grove /t'renue , when 1 .. he ga,p 11etween 'ta t fO links is closed, ~ill 

make a third. For thotgh this diagonal wtll carry a heavy general tr f-

fie , its croasj ng of the e c;gP.sted. !>ark 'ray in the ravJ.ne~ will i v t 

value a~ a d ' rect approach to that from a pretty ~entral par~ of to~n. 

Forest venue a.nd s veral oft e north and sout stTeets VI111 be ttl.l d1 

not 1.n 1 ded formally in t~ e system nor reF.trictecl as to tra fie. 

Uni r~rsi t. venr,e wilJ "he psed , thourrh the brea.k in 1 'ts continui t - tn 

the steep and nar~o, streets between Elizabeth and Fourth - rob it of 

much of "he valuP. wbich , j t.h Nash and Good Parks on its borders , • v -

rl.!l~ a.t its one terMinus ar!d the dyke- drj ve at the other , it ought to 

have had. In speaking jn a. p"'"eTious chapter of the need of an addition-

~1 bridge bet een the Bast and es S 96, north o~ Grand A~enue, I spoke 
> 

of these b e ks in TJniversi 't Avenue as requiring cor.rection should the 
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rid located ~t ita line. nostly as tltis correction \Olld be, it 

o cl r that in a broud 1ew of.city llanning :for Dea oinos, t.he a.re 

1 t uontJ nl tu complcto au.~isf~ction - for plctu~ure traffi c as r~ell 

r ll rvice trbf~ic. 

J.n t chap "er there · 1aa note, too, of the f .. rcn.~ value of Lha ding-

idit.y. 

y tJltff 

\ rd 

... 1e northweutern aectiou of tl c i y ia (,:rowing ~ith spoci"l ro.­

Ira 'fact , thv \VLet & de, htm1med in by river on north und ~aut , 

• railrt'ad un ~he outh, ann by largu parka t the west , can 

t ·nd 1n anl utl.er oirection. To requ.ll'C Ln e travel be tw~en the 

i oente1· ana tl1o northweut to tra.verGc t 1\0 uidee uf a triangle , 

in vf t.W!i.r1e; u hypvtheuuae, 1 a \7u.atu . 

h lp t deal , but it cups more than a ~ilc from he Court House in 

n irline- and nearl y two m·lee ~a one l1ae to tr v 1. To cre""'tc a 

nor h of.lt ard diagonu.l or radial, ~herefOl:'e , !'rom the l ea:rt of town, 

Yould sa.~iafy ruuch mo.ra t.ha.n sjmply the aeatne"tic ~nd plt:a.sure instinefia 

of t o h o may saek the parKway. Rapl'ily , auch a creation is not lm• 

poo ible. 

A a .. preaf3ion tn~t is oalled Biru \Ull u:x.tends 'I•o:Il about Se-vent.n .'lnd 

Cho t.nut ~torect s north eatwat·ci to about 'I?J0nticth ana Car ent r. IL 

Sev nth Street t r intl& i t h t promises to be one of t most 1 per-

tant bu in se oroughfares of Des roines . The Seventh Street crade 
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between Grund and Chestnut has been .ju Jt c\lt dovm, a.nd the ct1·ect lead , 

as a rood ern and ad."llirable business thoroughfare , dil~ectly from this c r­

l'ler to -ch e edge of the TrMsportat .. ion l.,laza. , &~ half dozen block belo "· 

]jurth ~est ward, f'rom so ideally located a starting point , Bird Run e nds 

as a natural hollow - partly vacant, partly built up with poor, nd cha p 

\.... -
houses - a belt of neglect and poverty , cutting ~.cross important tr 

taking exactly the direction that is desired, and traversed now b noth­

ing but a sewer , though that of course is good and desirable. t Fif­

teenth Street , ~ blcck north of School, it traveraeE Good Park , so thi 

much is already public property. Then comes University Avenue, vhich 

Bird Run thoroughfare ccu.J.d go beneath , for University would be better 

here for a little raising that would lessen its grades to east and eet. 

At Twenty- First and Forest the diagonal thoroughfare might properly cea 

' 

To transform Bird Run , 1ith its strategic location, its present eco­

nomic '· aste , and j.ts potential value, into a boulevard , is one of those 

steps in city- making that require courage , patience and money , but it 1 

10rth those things . Pinancially , it would almost 1mmediately pay for 

itael:f in the values it would create. From the standpoint of city be u-

ty it ould substitute order and dignity for squalor and negligence. To 

traffic it ~ould be , in its easy grade and short cut , an incalculable 
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con, r.i uce. Its construction ia not , of course, to be accomplished at 

oncm. h re are great numl:era of small properties ·c:io be acquired, a.r1d 

th 1 alv'ays a fjlow and tedious process. J~ut in G'Ood Park a.nd tht; 

contemJ. lc _ted market ui tc very important occtions have "been alr~a.dy secur­

ed, - ho\ much better a.nd more uui table a use would this be for the mar­

t 1 t ! - and 11 ttle b;tt little the r>rocess of acquirement can be con-

t-inu d to ard consu.nnnation. The :rtght , which has been o·btained "by 

ala+ion for the cities of the first class in Pennsylvania , and for 

ri ion of Ohio, to buy property abutting on a proposed im..proveroer1t 

and re ell it with restrictions and at t~e enhanced va11 e thicll the im-

ro nt creates, would fac i litate rreatly this "t1 rtdcrtaking , if th~ leg-

1 Olt tvr can l>e indvced to grant it. 'I'h is is t11 e mean a by which the im-

ort,nt street widcni.ngs n.tld extensions that ure zo notable in Etrope and 

.erica re financed . 

m turn no·:.· to East Deu l~oines. 1he ucstern bcule,·a.rd-parkway 

eire 11 t hqe bro \ght us to the Sixth Avenue brj dge , a ha!ldsome structure 

that •ould be etr1ki n6 l y improved if the concrete stuba on either side at 

the onde of tl'le 

eenera.l traffic 

added adornment. 

E.. 
bridge \T#. transformed in t.o pyl ons . As not simply a 

A 

bridge . but a bouleva~d bridge , it is deserving of the 

:East from ~ixth Avenue, on the north eide of the ri ver7 

ext end a B :1 rd land. Drive . West of it , aa seems to be little known in Des 

oinee, the city aeq:tired for park purposes lat.e in !907 th~ wooded at:rip 

hesid e tl-le river up nearly to Zoo !Jake. One ice house , standing on 

property owned by the ice company , lone breaks the con"t.inuity of t'le 

city's o·nership on the extreme upper end. This, of ccurse, is a very 
' 

~erio 1s break, a~d whe~ the time comes for devC3loping t!lia park, t~H~ ice 

house will ha.v·e to be acquir~d. B t the two points to be emphaoized 

he.,..e B'"e that J3irdla.'1d Drive ah ould be continued o.bove ixt:h Avenue, pass::: 

i Tl'; ''nder t 1e r1ort11 a-pproach of tltc bridr:;e , though 1-l~.Ying as now conncc-

tion mith t;rc aven1e ; a!ld that the city already owns p""opert:; for this 

P'''t"PO s • The f•n·the.,. a drive )r.X c,tn hr: ,.~han eurr i 3d up the river, on 

both aides, the better fo- the future and Greater Des 1'oincs4 It I:l y be 

noted incidentally that a laree population in the Hi6'hland Park section 



djac nt t( th1 property out of ~1 ·th 'cnue a.nd 

tvuah it, o q itc npurt fro ita v lue in 

of nlvn P.u.rk a.nd t the of a rivor , it s n. po en 1 1 

ocfulnoua hioh , en 1 u.t leu.rst 

Gr d Vie • 

ut in up a ~in diocu sian c n 
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novolty, oenic intcreot and popular uoefu.lne a, is t.he uhu.nce t<. aot o. 

L 1 1 "he eiJ.nt ba.nk cf t'-1e rivor from ~•rr--.':aM~ ho Civic: Oen-
1\ .u.-; ~ G'...-4~ 

r·T'~ c'.., l r1g the beautiful roa.cl tll t curvee up the b._tnk ir1 the p rk, 

on a c1 ty ard , we ll'lay a ir1c the drive clos(lr to t 'he brink, o tho 

o n r t e tc.3tJ ( r t \a 'hill ·OPJ)OS1 t the p rk' e rnaJ.n entre.ncs. I 
fe j 

o b ck of 1.he,hou on that h ve l>ccn built on the eat oi~c of 

P nn y vania. onue, without • na 

to th m. In the l1ollo just north of n.u..~1netton Avenue Lhere is a.:n ic 

hou i bt t the drive, continuing it eu~Ey srude, can pu.nG bovo 'o roof 

f 1 1 on viaduct conntruction. Still f llowing ulone the brink, nd 

not interfer1n 1 th tho houeoe on Pennsyl ani.a Avenue, there is ulJortly 

r ~ch d t e pre nt line of th a.nd or.th stern Ra.i . ~ · 1 whur , 

" • 

pin, in t·rom. the ea t, the r ilron.d come now to tho riv · Junk. 

Th o.tt act.lveneas of' tho vie 1·rom this point, either north or outh, 1 

eu gected 1" tlo follo~ine photoar ph, \h ch thus indicat ch natural 

chan f t e rout to u ~aken. It ould be poac1ble to cnrry tre r1v 

o er tho gap by hi.ch the trac of t. e r ilrond reaches th r:lv r b nk, 

Yor 

th 

o eont1n:t it on the bluff- ooT!l thing a R1versid Driv in li 
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De u!J..oi n es };i Vdr , l ovking north from the b luff ne~r ashin ,on • 

Des oinee .... J. vcr , J.o(,king zouth from the same J i n t . 

~1c greut b luff above the ti le orks . 
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.fr m Here the turn would be 1oade in .. o Si.!:th Street , 

from !h:LCh tha riverlH~nlc park below t.he dam, or c 1e Loeua Street 

ro ch o t 1a Sta"'~e House , n.J.·e onl;y a hal f dozeu blocko away. 

JJU ~;, Ne nu.ve 1Jeen d i scusaing the au van Ja~;es , fur u lihe1 l·oason::i , ()J: 

B ttinf' the Chicago and 11ort},weatern Railroad to ente.r the city b.Y a 

rOHvO Jl1UCh further ~~~~at • 

g1vin to uc a rivor&iae dr~ve ready m(; de , lif~.tjd 3Ufficie·!ltly above the 

ta c at•ut. 1'he ateep banks en ~" ~; landward aide caz1 ue terra.ced r.:tnd 
WlM-(o\ 

be tiof'i d, and ao the drive ~ •1 i~.ke continuu.tion of the r1ve:L"1)ank 

improve ent at t:ne U.tvlc Conte1~ , carrying t he lacte.&.-. up Lh rou.gh Unj.On 

P r 1 .birdland , tne Zo o Lake seotiun und beyond . Th:ts o.r· ve would b$ 

much leuG cxponsive und in :.. tzolf eaaier of ac:complish.rrent than thhv on 

the bluff , where \,hel·Es v:ou l d be tu~ll.Y pl·op~r·ty--holrlor1i to dc~l with • and 

fro 1 a city-plan point o f view 1 c woulcl be 1Jetter ,orvh accom!>lishing be-

cauac of its greater complctencua. The deacca t f'rm.! ~he crest o:t t ~e 

bluff to the ra~ lroa.d gra de O!JpOsita Pa1•k Avenuo can easily be !!lude. Thus 

there is added , in these con siderat.iona , a furLhor and overw11elrn:tnc a.~.::;;a-

ment for t11e cha.nge in l ocea.tion olf the Chicago :..nd ~" ~ .,h ~~stern entre:.ncc . 

In South Des Moines ~he exi~ting park is so ::tea.t· t're riv~l~ t'iJ.d.t 11ou-

leva.rd access to it i a i ncidental, needinG .. o !.ipt3cial arr ·tn0mn~nt. Tho 

driving goal on th13 slda would ba tht- ,4-r.my fo.;~ , some .miles a.way. The:. .. e 

Are three main 1 .. oa.ds to the Post . Tho central , or Ninth St~eet , road i~ 

likely tc be eventllal ly improved by vhe government , a~ '.,h e most direct 

approach. If this be made a broad , military road, and b<: pl anted on 

either side witb trees , it }ill serve admirably as a drl7ing link. ~11e 

est Eighteen-ch Stree t. and the Indianola. raads wculd 1:hcr~fore , p(n•ha.pe , 

'be t1e best for the ci ~Y and county ·\.o ·take in hu.nd . They are co1nected 

at the Post by an excel lent croasroad , so cTeating ~ good lccp drive ; and 

the Ei ghteenth Stree t Road , coming into Grand Avenue , ties up well with 

the western boul evard-par kway system. Al l the roads offer pl easant eoun ~ 

try views, the I ndianola being part i cul arl y attractive in that respect . 

I n giving t itle to this chapter I added "new par ks" to the terms 





boulevurda and parkwuya. The reauon must ba clear , for in planning the 

l tter there have been includod sugget:ttions for several park additions-

in fact , the diagonal drive 1' .. :-oHl Polk :Boulevard ~o the river would itself 

be practically a utrip of park. Yet the ti 1;le imposes an o'bl.igation to 

ape k here also of otht:r tracts , the ac1.:1uireinent of which for park pur-

po ie deaira.ble 1 .hether or not they would be in the boulevard syetem. 

I find one svch in Dean ' s Lake. With the suggestion that a drive 

b thrown arounQ this lake, I do no·t sympathize. ltxeopt from the eas-e, 

1h nc {Jract1 cally no p leaaure driving comes, it can be approach ecs. only 
• 

by crossine a network of railroad tracks. Bu~ that eastern section 1s 

filling up with li ttlc h0ll1es, a large and park-needing popula.t ion j a gath '::.. 

ered th re , and the appr. priate destiny of pre~ty Dean'e Lake, as I eee 

it, in to be a neighborhood park. For this purpoBe the shore all the 

w y l~ound ahould be secured . Boating should be encouraged b:\r a conceas-

ion. The place should be one for fwnily picnics ~ for rest after the 

day' a ork, a playground for the neighborhood, - adults a.nd chtldren to­

g ther. 

Itl South Des Moines also thore is a. great opportuni -cy. This, as in 

est Dea !oinas, is on the dyke. But her<~ there should be aevelopad not 

a drive but a promenade. Informally, there is nlmost that already. Tha 

walk ie very beau~iful. •.rc~ll trues - old sycamores and wi llowe - line 

it on either sido. It rtli:U<ea long , era.ceful curves, :follo\vint the line 1f 



of t·e river , and a1~ one euch tur n U1\rc i~ s~ddenl3 r&vtal o, 

broad a·'t~nl·e of the ljgl: tlcte , a view of tle Court Iot.se ',lJ er r .[' 

tbe tt.ll ruildJn ;s of' t.h.e city that it. lltt)e leEs t:tL.,n t• I llll 11.. 

unexpf'c · edneua , 1 te contrast c..nd. i tn <:um lf. tt;noea; • 

• for an a.rtiat. I r.er:;r (·i;tea that th~ coftcning r~~.~e c1' S'I<Jk oil • 

:Bu i.. i! at s in.pll add c grc«-tly to 1 I t 

makire it Turneresq_ue. 

There ic jv~t o~e ahcrt 0ap tc be fillcG . f l il-

r oad crossing . :Per t 'e :re:..t , the pa:rk :t.~s been created. Th :~ 

onl y of widening th:; ·~e-llc ; or me .. k i r:g it more t:Ja.sily acceesiblc~ 

steps at interval s ; of put :..i , r~ lightB upon it , tba.t it ma. bo 

nigh t , \7hcn the peo}Jla b.u.ve most t i me to p:comant..de an<\ thu 11a.l will 

most beatittwful ; o:f }H"ovid ine; rest -oenchcs i and , on l'ctrG occasio • r od 

The prcd~c t ~ill b0 ult~ foro l cin in its aa~Gct I 

its ubofulneas , ~s it is in ltG oricin - f ,r promen~d~~ 

more co~uon in Europe '*' '"n ',.:. +-h "'· 4 t .a.. v A l arge adj o.c er1 t . •pulQ, · r:, 

has no par~ , will find it a erout factor for ple~sure in 1 ir 1' 

~here is need c.': hardly a wcu:d. in ututl w:"y . Wi th G;.ll its 1 

plea:JHJ't:} groulldu ~secured, Des ':l.ioino:; hus only to mu.k!:' t' em .t.Jl .J.,.J"" 1"' 

and to de 1relop them. r 

of the "-l'rt.C tB of ~round , has been done . The ! ' .t ves between t, e r 

~.ri l l cosG l.:.l;tla; "'~he I>~'Ol>OSCd S:.<.;.di t~ lTlS cll' C slig~t and i:n xpensi' ; 

yet t· e an~;icipated resul t i.s a'tH~zin~ in it~ c m_lctencas , in t' u 

tiality of thd system ' s dis~ributio~ , in its scenic attractive ·as nd 

variety - as atl.:onishlng , ~n f ct , an is its prac ticabili1~:r ''Hi oimplic-

ity . Surely t'he J)es ~oines that "do<Hi things" :tao , in ~he cr ti n 

It 111 be, nor; ver , M r \.hu.n aimpl, beautifu • h veto n 
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