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To .The Honorable Claude R. Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D. C.: 

Narrative Report 

The first action in the formation of the Cass County Soil Conservation District 

was taken at a meeting held on ~anuary 23, 1942, with 47 farmers present. Frank 

Mendell, State Co-ordinator of the Soil Conservation Service, explained t he purposes 

and advantages of such a district. This was a very valuable meeting, as the farmers 

offered their suggestions and asked question~ on features they did not understand. 

Petitions were passed out to the members of the committee, which was composed of the 

Farm Bureau directors and one other man interested in soil conservation from each 

township. 

The petitions were sent in during April, with 330 signers. The district hearing 

was held on ~~y 12, 1942. About 100 farmers and other landowners attended. Clarence 

Pellett was selected to act as Cha irman. Member's of the St a te Soil Conservation 
I 

Committee were present, and the date of the COlli,ty referendum was set for ~une 20, 

1942. The vote for approving the district carried with a 94% majority, with 181 

votes cas t for the proposal, and 13 votes against. 
tl<\,.o..W 

~oe Lavnon was elected for a six~year term as commi ssioner, with 137 votes; 

Carl Euken of Viota for a four-year term, >~th 114 votes, and Clarence Pellett of 

Atlantic for a t wo-year term, with 96 votes. Other candidates and the number of 

votes were Henry McCrory, Atlantic, 53; Raymond Warne, Lewis, 27; Henry Kuehn, Anita, 

58; and Gilbert Lacey, Cumberland, 92. 

Paul ~acobson helped the commissioners formulate the program of -work, under a 

temporary arrangement as action Soil Conservationist. Wilbur Callison started working 

in the county on September 1, but was taken into the Navy on December llo Gilbert 

~ ehrman was in the county for several weeks in December and expects to be transferred. 

Clarence Pellett vms elected Chairman of the commissioners, and Lester Soukup, 

County Agent, was elected Secretary. Several meetings were held with Carl Smith , 

Ross Oliver, .R. W. Oberlin and other soil officials. 
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The memorandum of understanding was signed by the United States Department of 

Agriculture on August 2, 1942, and by the Iowa Extension Service on August 4, 1942. 

The boundaries of the district are the county lines. The second ~reek of each 

month was established as t he regular meeting time. Leaders in each township were 

selected to assist the district commissioners. 

,, 

The fact that 300 operators have contour~d on their farms is an indication of 

an active grovnng interest. Considerable interest has been shown at various group 

meetings, suc·h as evening schools, pr actice demonstrations, township Farm Bureau 

meetings and AAA meetings. One survey of an adult night school group at Cumberland, 

•nt h ·30 in attendance, revea led that 18 men who had previous experience in contouring 

would increase t heir contouring in 1943 by 53;'&. Four f a r mers who had not contoured 

in 1942 indicated t heir intentions of contouring in 1943 . 

The at titude of most newspapers in the county i s good, e~cept for t he daily 

paper, which is only fair in intere st and cooperation. The banker s and other 

businessn~n in the county are very favorable toward the district program. 

One of the most important problems is the development of ways to encourage the 

widespread adoption of contour planting of row crops , which will contribute to the 

1943 production goals a nd prepare, for more complete farm pl anning in the future. It 

is felt that tovmship and community leaders will aid materia lly in getting this job 

done. 

The r a ther rapid change in personnel due to the present emergency has been a 

handicap , as it t akes some time for one to acquaint himself with t he community and 

its leaders. 

Full cooperati on from t he County Boa rd of Supervisors is very much desired. 

The cooper ation and intere st which t he AAA has shown in conservation practices 

is of a rticular importance . The acti ve part which t he Farm Bureau had in starting 

t he movement for the establi shment of a district indicates t he interest in soil con­

servation in Cass County. The Vocational gri culture teachers a re very a ctive , both 

in day-t ime work and ni ht schools. 

Every government agency repre sented has helped in f orming t he district and they 
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are urging ~heir groups to participate . 

No special surveys have been conducted, and no county soil map of any type is 

available . 

Four regular meetings of t he district commissi oners have been held . One meeting 

of townshi p leaders was held to wBke future plans and to work up t he work program 

for the county. Another meeting of county leaders and repre sentatives of all gover~­

ment agencies was held to determine wha t .each agency coul contribute to soil con­

servation work in the county. 

Fourteen attendi ng an evening school in Cumbe rland pl aced applica tions for tech­

nical assistance . 30 additional r eque sts ha~e been received . It is estimated that 

an additional 50 men have made requests which have not been recorded . Conse1~ation 

surveys have been completed on four f a rms with 900 acres . 

There is no equipment , material or l abor available at this location. 
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Soi l Cons e rva tion Di s t r i c t 

ANlJUAL REPORT OF E;JUCA TI ONJ• .. L ACT I VITIES 

DIS TR I CT Caas .. JJ.onnty Soi~vation--.. _At.lan:tj c, Iowa 
( Name) (rieadqua rte rs of Di s t. Gov. Body)( St a te) 

Period_ J"anus;u:y L 19 ... 42 ~o .. :De.ce.mb.e.L.3.1..,- 19 ~ 

· j This ~
1 

j Year 
·-- -- ·-·- ---------- - ····- ··-·--·--l ··---- -- --

NQmbe r 4 I 
Educa ti one.l Me eting s :~~:::~~c~·-·-t-·-·-250( +---

- ·- --- -- -- --- --- ----- - - - - - --·- ·---- -----l--- j___ 
Numl:. e r j 1 1.. · ------

To 
ACT IVITY Date 

Tours 
------··- --·---

Demonstrat ions 

----- · I --- -
_____ __....~!:;..... t:,..t~e"-'1~1d~e,nc ~.-J---_3_~--l~----•---

Exh ib __ i_t_s _ ____ __ __ ___ ____ ____________ ~N_um_be r -----+----+--------
Ra dio Ta l ks -----· ·------·--___!J_um~~-+---=--J---------

Leader Tr a i ning Meeti ngs 

News Ar tic l e s Numbe r l-~6 

=-~=-==--=~--~-~=-=-=·-------~==[_--= ··---~~---

~~-=---~~~~~--~~~:--~~~------~----=-- ---=t==~ 

' ' 
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Report of idespread Applicat i on of Conservation Practices to Further 
Production of Essential War Products 

Many individuals have estimated an increase in yield due to contouring of 5 

to 15 bushels per acre . A check of the number of farms contouring indicates about 

400 farms have part or all of the clean till crops on t he contour. This spread of 

contouring can be large~attributed to the activities of local organizati ons which 

~ere act ive in romoting contouring . Althou h the soil conservation district was 

est ab_ished in t he suw~er , the individuals act ive in the district were also active 

i n securin a widespr ead a_plica tion of conservation pr a ctices during the 1942 

~ l anting season . 

_t a recent meeting of the District Commissioners , t he progr am wa s outlined for 

the nnter and s ring of 1943 . The follm\Ting points iV"e re outlined for t he winter and 

spring pro ram: 

a . Persona l contacts woul d be made with each townshi p leader chosen by the 

distri ct commissi-oners to solve problems which confront them and t o form-

ul ate a list of individual s in each township who will adopt one or more 

simpl e practices during the spring of 1 943 . 

b . Frequent news articles will stress t he following subjects : I ncrease yields 

by contouring ; Contouring can be done without buying additional machinery ; 

Seeding of gr assed watervvays ; and Utilization of all crop res i dues . 

c . Several service motion pictures will be used extensively during Februar y . 

Organizations to whi ch these pictures vvill be shown will include civic 

groups , evening schools, annual meetings of government agencies and high 

schools . 

d . Layin out of contour lines will be demonstrated a t leader training schools 

and townshi p demonstrations during early spring . 
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SoH Conservation District 

ANNUAL HEPORT OF' F..ECEIP'IS & EXPEliD ITlJRES 

DIS TRICT -Soi.L¥:?.l.ll'lefy_._,_Q§. s~ ... Co . 
( Name · 

. .. .-A.t.lan:t ic _ ___ ·~· 
CHdqtrs.D1st~Gov.Bodi} 

-~- ~~::~::::~i§-~~--- -~: - -~ __ f;- -- ' 
. :~~ . __ -Tber:~.==-no rea~~-=~~~;:;~ -~-=---= 
: -~===~~----=--t=== 

·---··--·------- --··--- -- ··--- - --·-- -·--------·· ---·t-·--··---- --· 
7 

8 
----·--------··-----··- - - ·- ·----+----

Iowa 
(stater--

, 19_i?.,o 

__ T_

0

:_:_:_E_ND_I_T_uRE_ ·s_· __ (_c_Ll_·.ss rm:) :- ~~'T== 1$ -~ ~ 
1 I $ - --------·- ··------·--···---· t--
2 ----------------··------- -.--
3 

4 ___ _ 

___ _2__ 

6 

--··- - --- --------··-

---·--- - ·--··-·--- -----+---------i 

-----·-----·--·------ ---'---

---------------------.. ------··----l-

7 --~--
i 8 

TOTAL 

< I 

BALANCE CARRIED FOR'N!o. RD 

I 

---·---------·---1;~~= $ None 

. :.. _ _J_ ____ :z;&.·~U. 



. COOPERATIVE EXI- ENSION WOR K 

IN 

AG RICULTUR E AND 1-·IOME ECOt.JOMICS 
S T ATE OF IO W A 

' ' 

[OWA STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICID.TURE 

AND U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRI­

CULTURE,Cf>OPERATING 

· EXTENSION SERVICE 

TO COTnffY EXTENSION DIRECTORS: 

1\ MES , - IOWA 
May 22, 1943 

As a follow up on the p roduction pra ctice program and as a guide for future 
educa tlonal activities, '1-T vuld you plea se answer the following qu es tions a.s they 
pertain to your county ? We wou ld like you to include in this report all contour­
ing demons trations conducted and sponsored by va rious agencies and groups in 
your county$ 

}; Pl~~ 
·H. B. Cheney (/ 

HBC: EID Asst. Ex t. Agronomist 

I~ Contour demonstra tions. 

1. · Lea.dor training meetings held. ( Example - .AA.A Commi ttcemon, Farm 
B~rcau Boa rd etc.) 

Number~----~· -~------~------ Lttendance ________ 6~~~- -----------
2. General Method demonstrations. 

Number . / /, Atter+dance 2 f<O 

Agencies or individuals as s is t i ng S e, S . A A A c -:f. B'. 
) 

ZSA . 
II. Farmers Contouring Intertilled Crops (best estimate) 

~~~~~--------Acres ____ ~~~~~~~~--~----0 ________ __ 

----4-~~---------Acres --~/~;t~~~$1~0--~0~-------

(County) 

(Two copies are included, one for your files and one 
t he Sta te Office) 

to 
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