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1982 Annual Report of Hardin 
How serious is the problem of soil erosion? 

by Carroll J . Hoblon, District Commlssloaer 

In my humble opinion it is very serious indeed. Erosion is having 
and will have serious consequences for the entire United States It is 
critical for several midwestern states, among them Iowa. The soil 
losses in this state are monstrous and not generally understood by 
our people. 

If our soil losses were clearly understood by all of the voters, a 
great deal more would be done While progress has been made in 
terrace work, diversions <terraces to divert water to sage channels 
without erosion l, dams, and waterways, millions of dollars must yet 
be spent in order to bring realistic solutions 

Will Minimum Tillage Save Us? No, but it sure will help us all. 
Even if we could not terrace another acre, minimum till would help. 
Land with steep slopes would have to be terraced along with the 
mtmmum till to reduce soil losses to accepted minimums Land with 
shallow slopes could be taken care of entirely without terraces. 

Somehow we need an entirely different philosophy on the part of 
all of our citizens, farmers and townspeople. Top soil is a national 
heritage, it needs to be preserved as much as we need to preserve 
the great national memorials in Washington. D.C. 

It is very hard indeed to get people to be realistic about soil losses 
when we are suffering with high grain surpluses. The obvious 
sensible alternative would be to have a national program to rest 10 to 
20 percent of our land at all times. National emergencies only would 

Percent ground cover, 
what does it mean? 
\\ 1th all the talk about consenatlon tillage, n<Hill, mlrumum till, ndg~· till, tUI plant 

planung systems, 1t 's easy to get confused. The important pomt to remember is that 
crop res1due left on the soil surface after planting protects the sml from soli eros1on 

How do you know what percent of the ground Is covered w lth residue after planting? 
The easiest way is to measure 11 

1 
INCHES 

IN THE ABOVE 8 'OISTANCE-4 
STAlKS 4RE COUNTED (XI WHICH 
QIVU ~' RESIDUE COVERAGE 

Place your measunng tape on the soil surface perpendicular to the planted row 
Begin at one row and end at an adjacrnt row CoWil the mch marks thai ha\e residue 
d..rectl) under them See above d1agram 

F'or ~xample, If )OU have 36" rows and e111hteen of the Inch mar•:li have tt.'Siduc 
under them you would have 5<1\t of the ground covered With residue 

A mmlmi.B'tl of 8 10 samples 6hould be takr.n for rdlablhty Measuring should be 
done after planting 

Have you not iced 
erosion in your fence line? 

If you notice er05lon tn fence tines like this you know you have an erosion problem 
The problem however Is not limited to JUSl the area where the gully ts 

Gull) problems llkr. this often mean that you are l051ng SOil from the slopes tn your 
field also So1llosl from the surrounding hills has settled out 10 the fem·e hne causmg a 
build up In the fence whtch often takes years Just as slowly as the fl•nce lin~ fills up 
the productivity from the slopmg area is bemg reduced. 

The best wny to solve problems hke this is to control the so1l movement to the fence 
line Reducing sot! loss above the area will not only help control your fence hn~· gully 
but 1t wall also mean that you are extendJng the productiVIty of soils 

U your farm has problems like this and you want to solve them let our office know 
We can give you an Idea on what your SOIII06S ls and suAAestions on how to control it 
The solution may be as simple as contounng or usmg consen·ation tillage and 
waterways Or It might require terraces contoun.ng conservation tillage The solution 
IS up to you You dec1de what system of conservation practice that best filll your 
ob,JeCUves 

Control soil movement to your fence line. 

GOOD 

be excepted. I know this is mu~h easier said than done. Many 
business interests are satisfied w~th all our production 

No matter I feel confident that 1f the severity of the soil losses we 
are sustaining here in Iowa were understood by everybody we 
would insist on solutions. 

Let's all read, study, and truly understand what it means to lose 
our most productive lands to erosion I know of no grandparents who 
want thetr grandchildren to go hungry 

Farmers test no-till 
with rental equipment 

DES MOINES-In 1982, 1,600 Iowa farmers rented planters to find out if no-till or 
strip-till would work on their farm, according to WiUiam Brune, slate 
con,ervationist with the USDA Soil Conservation Serv1ce 1SCS1 

B~u:te said most farmers agl"('e reduclnl Ullsge can save soil and cut operating 
costs. However, many farmers are not Wllllrg to buy equipment unles.s they know it 
will work on their farm. 

Farmers planted about 30 acres each with rented planters, limited mamly by 
demand for the equ1pment Charges for re~~Ung usually were between $5 and $10 per 
acre, for four· or SIX row units. Farmers wtre usually expected to provide fuel, seed 
and chemicals, but some planters were supplied With It actors and operators. 

" \\ 1-:'RE CO!'>FJOio:NTthat once fannenaeca few acn.-s of no-till growing on their 
(arm, many will grow all thelt crops "1Lbout using tillage," says Brune 

No-till may nolrt'place other COI'l$en'8Uoll practices, but It will ha,·e a sigmficant 
amp.'ICt on soil erosion "Switching to no·tlll Villi reduce eroston, but it may take a 
combtnallon of soil conservation practices to gtt erosion down to acceptable levels, 
espec1ally when steep slopes are fanned " 

In 1982, 182 pwntl'rs were available for l'ftlt 11172counUes, more than twtce as many 
as could be rented in 1981. In addition to !be planter rental program, more than 300 
farmers were wllhng to do custom planlln& Wl!h conservation equipment. 

I 'I, 8.5 counties farmers who tried no-liD cr 11r1p llll were eligible for mcentiVe 
payments through the local Agricultural SUb lzaUon and Conservation Semce office 
or county SCS district olflce 

0{ the planterS rented, 144 were owned by dealers, 24 by farmers, 11 by BOll 
conservation dtstrlclll, two by a bank and CM by the county conservation board 

Mosl planters were for no· till with only a few sel up for stnp 
till With either system, no tillage is needed bl:!are or alter plantmg, except for one or 
two passes with a cuiUutor after plantins 

f'or Information on renting a no-till or slltp-till planter, farmers can contact their 
county extens1on olllce, a local soil consenatlon distr1ct office or farm equipment 
dcah•r 

Support soil conservation • 
join the Cooperator Club 
In !111' PDSI H:Orth!' [)l~trl•l C'~!""'IT\ f""' ,,. nJt !Pin r:MDV>r f'\1("1 llc.h 

ft' SoJI StO\V&I"Iahlp Wook, ;cv: • ..,.rvou\11.; •fisc: avwa. U\1 ,...b 'nu tntonnauor1 
lltecungs and 1-'alr 1-:xJub1ts 1be funds to sjnsor these events come d1recUy from 
contributions made to the Cooperator Club 

To join the Cooperator Club (Ill out the COipOI1 below and send u to us ~1th your 
contnbution 
. We would hke to thank th05l' who havt• cootnbuled lhts past year and ask that you 
Jotn again th1s year Your tax deductible a:.lribution w1ll be appreciated. 

MEMBERSHIR CARD 
r--------

HARDIN DISTRICT 

SOIL CONSERVATION ClUB 

1.-----

Receipt Cord 
Hardin Olstrld 

Soli c:on....,atlon Oub 

Nome 

Addreu 

Amount ~ 

••lum le• 
Nome Hardin Soli Conl. D•sl~tct 

Poll Off~ee Building 
Hardin Soil Conaoruatlon Oi11lid 1 Eldora, lowo 50627 

• 
' 

Contouring combined with crop residue can do an excellent job of controlling soil 
loss These two conservation practices combuled.along with grassed waterways make 
up the re:.ource management system for this field 

Hardin County Soil Conservation District Commissioners - Front row ,left to right: 
Martin Broer vice chairman. and Gary Walters, chairman. Back row, I to r; Jim 
Tidman. treasurer, and Caleb Knutson Not present. Carroll Hobson and Harry 
Lawless. 

Soli Conservation Service Office Personnel - Front row, left to right : Valerie 
Gerdes, soil conservationist, Steve Manternach. district conservalioru.st; and 
Melinda Scbwan:k, state clerk Back row. I to r ; Fred Rosenkrans, part-time 
techruclan 1W A E ), and Earnest Hoffa state engineering aide. Not present Susie 
Reece part-time clerk. Fort Dodge area omce personnel include Dennis Pate area 
con!lervationlst; Daryl Carpenter, agricultural engmeer; Chuck Wright civil 
engmeenng technician; and Boyce Nerbu.s, area clerk 

Val Gerdes moves to Winnebago County 

For the past two years I have been working in Hardin County helping people to 
recognize soil eros1on and how to control that erosion Many of you have helped me as 
much as I have helped you To you and all my l'riend.s in Hardin Count\· I now say 
farewell Man:h 21, 1983 I started as the Soil Conservationist for Wmnebago County 

I am glad to have had the opportunity to work with the Hardin County Conservation 
District Commissioners I have enjoyed tlle tillage tours. programs. and activities 
they have sponsored very much I wish them continued success in their efforts to treat 
soil eros1on and get it Wider control Tbe1r conservation tillage programs will 
contmue to be very effective 

The commissioners hav~ hnd an excellent Soil Conservation Service Staff to support 
them D1str1ct Conscrvahomst Steven Manternach is one of the be:;t in the state. 
Trainma under his suoerviSion IS a onvlleae Earnest Hoffa, the technician for the 
office and Fred Rosenkrans have provided tbe cooperators oC Hardin County with 
excellent 5ervice m the past, I'm sure th1s will continue I thank them and the District 
Clerk, Mehnda Schwarck for their guidance and support 

I hope the people of Hardin County continue to use the service and leadership of the 
District Commissioners and the Soil Conservation staff. 

The Job of reducing soil eros1on is a very large one With the cooperation of you 
people and the So1l Conservation Distnct and Soil Conservation Service I am sure 1t 
can be accomplished Best of luck in all your efforts 

Thank you for your cooperation in the past 

-Val Gerdes 

LOSE GR 
II after 90d.!y• you .Jru no1 1ssuo you a relund or a 
complelely ,,at,st,ed w11h credit too the d1fferoncc 1n 
the Perlormance ol your the lwo sets of tires 
Ullra-Gnp radoals. wo w111 11 sa purl eel chance tor 
l~ke them bi!ck. repi.Jcu you to seo how well Ultra 
I em wolh now Goody oar Gno rdclials can s.IVo you 
~oas-~ly loros of the <,Jme limo 1nd fuel Wllhout 
. ze and ply rating , o.~nd taklnq .my chanco5 

Stay ahead with a 
Glencoe· Soil Saver. 
• The ong1nal t1me fuel money and 

so11 savmg tillage tool 

, Get YourSet~ 
UlTRA GRIP I 

lf~Pl!'.!-~-~~-V!! J 
· ~ust Say Charge ltl 

W1th Credit 

~~252 CORDES TIRE GOOD/iEAR 
Hwy. 65 
South 
Iowa 
Fall' 

• In Just one pass 11 chops slices. 
d1gs. churns and blends crop res1due 
1nto a ur.1form ndged surface that 
res1sts w1nd and water eros1on 

• There's a model to f1t your needs -
1n cuttmg w1dths from 6'3' to 26'3" SEE ... 

• Exclus1ve 5 year 11m1ted warranty K R 0 G H on both ma1n frame and shanks 

That's grounds for 
seeing your Glencoe Dealer today. 

FEED & SUPPLY 
OIAL648·9123 

Hwy 65-20 N · Iowa Falls 

l\JJ 
I 0 I 
FEMA 

• 


