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19:4 ANNUAL REPORT 

/1YP A1~00S} COUNT'~ SOIL CONSERVA1'ION DISTRLCT 

lt is our pleasure as Appanoo·;f· County Soil. Conservation District Connnis sioners to present to 
you our annual r eport fo r fi~:>cal year 19i4 coverin g the per i od of July 1 , 1973 -June 30, 1974. 
We are happy to report that thl.s past year ha s been a very exciting and active period for soil 
and water conservation ac t·tvi t ~ f E ~md acC01'.1f'li shmcnts. 

The most notable conserva Lion P 1:{~omp J i::.hments include: 
project in coope rat ion \;<Ti th th·· /qY[Jai<oose County Board 
Engineer, (2) Plac ing top ~~rior · .y nn .. :he construction 
control the extens ive sheet '1nd ri.J. · :.:, c,sion ~,.,h ic.h has 
farmed c~opland so ils. 

(1) A major roadside erosion control 
of Supervi sors and the Appanoose County 
of parallel tile-outlet terraces to 
been occurring on our intensively 

We are very thankfu l for thi ~' past year 1 s accompli shments and wish to thank the many individuals 
groups, organization s and units c·f gover:-.ment which have actively assisted and utilize d the 
services which a re available t.hrou~h your soil conservation district. We are looking forward 
to working with each and every one of you again in the future in conquest of our cpmmon goal 
to develop as wel l as conse r\re the natural resources of Appanoose County. 

APP ANOO SE COUNTY SOLL CC.NSERVAT ION DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS , left to right: 
Roger We lls, Chginnan; Ralph Turner, Vice-Chairman; Loren Eddy; 
Leon Kauzlarich, ~ecretary-Treasurer; and Ronald Turk 

State Cos t-Sharin~ .\::..sistance for Soil Conserva tion in Iowa 

In July, 1973 , the Iowa GeneYal AssPmbly inac ted legislat ion which appropriated state funds to 
be ut+lized by the soil conservation district of low;:. to provide cost-share assistance to 
district cooperator s who '.v2re Inte·rested ir. installin g permanent soil a nd water c;onservation 
practices on agricul tural laPrl. The Appanoose County Soil Conservation District Commissioners 
were charged with t he responsil,ility by state J..aw to set priorit ies for the use of the state 
cost-sharing funds . The District Commissioners , after reviewing our District's conservation 
needs, e$tablishe d the fo llowing priorities for the use of state cost-share funds within the 
boundaries of Appanoose Co unty: 

Priority #1 - Parallel tile-outlet terraces 
Priority #2 - Gradient Terraces 
Priority #3 -- Grade Stabilization Structures 
Prior:ty #4 - Diversion Terraces 

' 1
1b, The state cost -shar ing funds ~-, r~ ( .:>r -? i. ly appreciat ed by the District Commissioners and the 

,J farmers of App anoose County, n.•1d ~.r.._) '"Jpe that the Im..;ra Legislature will cont inue this 
~ appropriation. 

When the fedP ral cost-shars -;;' ogram adminis tered through ASCS was released in the Spring of 
1974 it became poss ible for Arryanor>se County landowners to receive up to 75% cost-share 
assista{\ce for the constn.H t iutJ c,; _.....2 rmanent soil conservation practices when approved for 
cost-share assis tance fro:-.1 hct h ASCS ~~federal funds) and the District Commissioners (state fund~ 
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Appanoose County Roadside Erosion Control and Stabil i zar.ion 

During fi scal year 1974 the Appanoose County RC&D Steering Con@ittee, rhe Soil Conservation 
· Distri ct Commissioners, the Appanoose County Boar d of Supervisors, the Appanoose County Engineer 

and many individual Appanoose County farmers cooperated together t o make a major roadside 
erosion control project a reality. The Appanoose County Board of Supervisors and the Appanoose 
County Soil Conservation Distric t co-sponsored a pro j ect f or controlling roadside erosion along 
numerous Appanoose County roadside e ro s ion sites. As a result of this project a total of 12 
miles of r oadside gullies are being stabil ized by bei ng reshaped into grass waterways. 
Approximately 3 acres of grass sod will be laid in the waterways in 8 to 12 foot widths to 
eliminate ac t ive gully erosion. The eroding roadside banks are being reshaped, fertilized~ 

seeded and mulched . The Soil Conservation Ser vice awarded a cont rac t i n 1973 to the low bidder 
of Ken Kiburz, Af t on, Iowa, in the amount of $132,4 73.40. Eighty percent of this contract will 
be financed by a $105,978.72 gran t secured from t he Soil Conservation Service through the 
Chariton Valley RC&D Project. The r emaining 20% of the project is being paid by County funds 
through the Appanoose County Boar d of Supervisors . 

In addition to this project, a third roadside erosion control pro j ect was being developed for 
construction in 1974-75. This roadside erosion proj ect will also be co-sponsored by the Soil 
Conservation Distr·ict and the Appanoose County Board of Supervisors and will involve approxi­
mately 40 Appanoose County landowne r's. A cost-shAring ra t e of 75% federa l and 25% Appanoose 
County funds is anticipated for this project. When a ll three of the erosion control projects 
have been constructed, all of the major Appanoose County roadside ero sion sites will have 
b_een stabilized as ,._a reault of the assis.t:ance which has been ruzailahle _to _the_So_il Conservation . 
District and the Board of Supervisors through the Chariton Valley RC&D Program. 

l~!e Commissioners are especially pleased that Appan.oo s e County has been able to move fo r ward 
with this project and be able to stabilize roadside e ro sion sites which previously produced 
~any tons of sediment. 

In order to recognize the Appanoose Coun ty Board of Supervisors for their interest and effort 
in securing the roadside erosion control projects, the Commiss ione r s s elected the Board of 
Supervisors as the outstanding soil conservation distric t cooper ator fo r t he 1973 Goodyear 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Ve Commissioners believe that all Appanoose County residents benefit from stabilizing these 
roadside erosion sites by reduc.ed road maintenance costs, elimination and prevention of 
serious traffic hazards, elimination of on-site erosion damages to the .county road as well 
as to many farmer's fencelines and above all eliminating active soil erosion areas which had 
previously produced many tons of sediment which contributed to the siltation of ponds, lakes, 
streams, and rivers. 

Pa~ture Planning Guide 

During this past year, the Soil Conservation District with technical assistance from the Soil 
Conservation Service prepare.d a Pastur e Planning Guide. This booklet was developed as a guide 
to assist Appanoose County landowners and operator s in developing and / or improving their pasture 
planting and pasture management programs . The booklet discusses the va rious grasses and le­
gumes which are adaptable to Appanoose County as wel l a s listing their advantages and di sad­
vantages. In addition to this information, the booklet provides several grazing examples which 
illustrate the pasture management tool of combining the advantages of t he various pasture 
plants into a total pasture planning program . This a llo,.vs a farmer to _ develop a planned 
grazing system which would provi de for a full seaso-n gi·azing program which will result in in­
creased pasture production and therefore i nc rease the cow--calf carrying capacity of your farm. 
The booklet was developed to serve as a guide upon which each Appanoose County landowner or 
operator can develop his own personal pasture program which would be compatible with his soil 
resources, his general farming program and his own personal experiences and preferences . 

If you have not r eceived a copy of this Pasture Planning Guide, please stop by our District 
Office and pick up a copy. 

District Highlights 

Conservation educa t ion is an important aspect of our Di strict's soil conservation program . In 
order to increase people's awareness of t he conservation needs and conservation accompl ishments 
'ttJithin our Dist.rict, we have sponsored several contests and other education activities during 
fiscal year 1974 . The District also distributed 300 conservation workbooks to the 5th and 6th 
grades of Appanoose County Schools. 
Among the conservation education activities we conducted were a conservation speech contest, 
a poster contest, co-sponsor of a soil judging contest, distribution of soil conservation 
material to churches fo r use during Soil Stewardship Week and nume r ous news articles r eleased 
to the radio station and Appanoose County newspapers6 

Several awards were given during t he year . Keith Brockus won fi rst place in the District 
speech contest and represented the Di st rict i n the Region 9 speech contes t earning second 
place. Richard Houser won grand prize in the soil conservation poster contest and the 
Centerville Voc-Ag. class won second place i n th~ L~~co,unty Cha :riton Va l ley Soil Judging Contest. 



Out door Con ser vation Classroom 

The Appanoose County Soil Conservation Dis t rict was very pleased to optain a five-year lease 
on an 11-acre t rac t of l and j ust s outheast of Rathbun Darn for an outdoor conservation classroom 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers . 

The District Commissioners appo i n ted the following individuals to an Outdoor Conservation 
Classroom Committee in September , 1973: George Freidhof, Lee Schwerdtfeger, Jim Cool, Grayce 
Hill and Helen Triebswetter. The Distric t Commissioners requested that the Outdoor Classroom 
Committee prepare a plan of action in or de r to develop the 11-acre outdoor coRservation class­
room site at Rathbun Lake into an envi r onmental education center for Appanoose County schools. 
The Committee has been very active in developing the outdoor conservation classroom and in the 
Spring of 1974 approximately 1200 t ~ees were planted by several classes from the Centerville 
School System. Future development to take place at the outdoor classroom is the construction 
of a small pond, additional tree plant ing and continued study of our environment by Appanoose 
County students . 

Soil Conservation Progres s 

Lee Schwerdtfeger, 5th grade teacher, 
Centerville School System, shows 
students how to plant a tree at the 
District's Outdoor Conservation 
Classroom as District Commissioner 
Leon Kauzla~ich looks on. 

Landowner s in the Appanoose County Soil Conservation District were very active in app l ying soil 
conservation practices in fiscal year 1974. During the year 15,805 feet of par allel tile-outlet 
terraces involving 61 terrace i ntakes were installed on i ntensively farmed c ropland in order to 
control seri ous erosion probl ems . An additional 9,100 fee t of gradient terr a ce ut i l iz i ng sod ' 
waterway outle t wer e also ins t all ed to control cropland erosion. In conjunction wi th an act i ve 
terracing pr ogr am , 20,443 f eet of drain t ile were ins t all ed t o serve as the outle t s f or til e ­
outlet t erraces and also to remove excess s ubso il moisture. 

Twelve erosion control struc tures and fa r m ponds were construc ted in order to control gully 
erosion as well as provide wat er for livestock . 19.5 acres of grass waterways were constructed 
in order to carry excessive surface r unoff water safely off the land without additional erosion . 

A total of 88 l andowners became So i l Conservation District cooperators thereby requesting 
technical ass i stance and exp r essing t heir interes t in conserving the soil on their land by 
applying soil conservation pr acti ces. A total of 105 conservation plans were developed by 
district cooperators, groups of f armers and/or units of government in order to develop a 
planned program for erosion control on the properties which they own or are responsible for. 

324 landowners received technical ass i stance f r om the Soil Conservation District with 157 
landowners applying one or more conservation practices to their farms while 4,128 acres of 
Appanoose County farmland were adequately treated with conservation practices during fiscal 
year 1974. 
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Appanoose County Soil Conservation District 
Financial Statement 

Fiscal Year 1974 
July 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974 

1M BUDGET 
INCOME: 
Fiscal Year allocation from State 
Soil Conser va t ion Committee . • 

Total Income •• .. ... ..•• 

EXPENDITURES: 
Commissioner s mil eage and meeting 
expense . •. 

Office supp l ies . . 
Pr izes f or contests . 
Office expense . . . • 
Total Expenditures .. 

. $1,200.00 
$1,200.00 

198.04 
44.41 
60.00 

855.89 
$1,158.34 

Released t o Dept . of Soil Conservation 
June 30, 1974 .. . .••..• $ 41.66 

2M BUDGET 
INCOME: 
Fiscal Year allocation from State 
Soil Conser vation Committee ••••. $6,374.00 

Additional allocation for State Aide. 4,725.00 
Janice McElvain IPERS refund. . . • • 338.58 
Total Income .. . .•. •••..•. $11,437.58 

EXPENDITURES: 
State Clerk and State Aide's 

gross salaries 
District share IPERS •. 
District shar e FICA . 
Travel expense fo r Aide . 

..• $10,020.27 
350.68 
586.15 
13.78 

Equipment . . . . . . . . . • • • 96.21 
Total Expenditur es . . ... . • $11,409. 64 

Released to Dept. of Soil Conservation 
June 30, 1974 . .. .. ..•.. $ 71.65 

Appanoose County Soil Conservation District 
12th & Washington Agr iculture Building 
Centerville, Iowa 52544 

o· !)~,} o N1 '\ w,Jl . 

IIIM BUDGET ..... Sta t e cost-share fund 

Initial Allocation 
July, 1973 .•.. .••• $14,800 . 00 

Additional Allocation 
April, 1974 ..• • • 0 • • 5,900 . 00 

Total .•.• $20,700.00 

Obl i gated for conservation 
practi ces .•..•. . . •.... $19, 773 . 41 

Balance of unobligated 
1973-74 cost-share funds • .•. $ 926 . 59 

OFFICE STAFF 

Roge r A. Hans-en, Dis-t-ric t -eonse:f'Vi:rf:i:onist. 
Rober t Dayton, Soil Conservationist 

(beginning June, 1974) 
Robert McNeal, Soil Conservation Technician 
Ivan Wright, Soil Conservation Aide 

(beginning November, 1973) 
Marilyn Worley, District Clerk 

(beginning November, 1973) 
Janice McElvain, District Clerk 

(July 1, 1973 - November, 197~ 

; !7 Cf 


