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• Stewardship Week 
Contest Winners Tama County Soil and Water Conservation District report 

To help spread the mes 
sage of Soil and Water 
Stewardship Week. April 
24 through May 1 _ 20 II 
the Tama Soil & Water 
Conservat•on 0Jslr•ct held a 
groce ry sack decorating 
contest m local schools 
T he activlly was ope n to 
1h1rd. fourth and fifth grade 
students in the schools 
wh1ch chose to partiCipate 
Dysart-Geneseo, No rth 

lama \1t\kwak• Settle­
ment and Green Mountam­
Gal"o\m. 11!8 studenb par· 
tJ~;Jpated m the 2011 theme, 
Forests For 

People ·More Than You 
Canlmagme 

The dJstricc's overall 
wmm:r was fourth grader 
.\fegan Car!} of Dysarr­
Geneseo Elementary. She 
won $5. and on August 5th 
he ~as treated to an lur­

plane nde. Her pilot wa~ 
Garry Brandenburg , retued 
Ma~ha\1 County Consef"Va­
llon Board Oircl:tor 

S5 winners of their 
\Chools' grade level'> 
mcluded Selena Onu. tlmd 
grade, and Noah Seymour 
founh gradl·, at Meskwd,i 
liichool. \ndrew L1dgett 
1h1rd. and T)'ltr ~1orrison, 
fourth. ol North Tama; 
.\dam Cox. a thml grader at 

Green \1ountau.-Garwin. 
and Carlie Hoppe , third. 
and Kayhe Bower~ and 
'\1egan Cart), t1e , tourth.of 
Dysart -Gene~eo . 

CongratulatiOns to all the 
winner .. ! The students" art 
v.-ork ~harmg the message 
of fore•>ls appeared on 
renewable paper grocery 
sacks at the follow mg 
stores: Terry·s Food Center 
in Dysart, Traer Supcnnar-

~:;,~:.~~~·~Y~~·~·;,:;. Watershed project is extended 
shalltown. "Thank you'·· 10 Union Grove Lake able through the U.S. Envi-
these stores for their sack W,:uer~hed Project began _on ronmental Protection 
donat

1
ons. ~pnl I, 2008 and was ong- Agency's Nonpoint Source 

Help us celebrate the mally scheduled to be a 13- Management Program (Sec­
National Association ot quarter endea,·or, endmg tion 319). Other practices 
Conservation Districts' June 30,2011 are eligible for cost-share 
Stewardship Week 2012 La\1 \pring. v.-atcr,hed though Iowa's Watershed 
dunng April 29-May 6 with proJect coordmator Melod} Pn tect10n Fund 
the theme , Sod to Spoon. It Bro submitted several pro- In Sp1.ng 2011, 8.6 acres 
is important to understand JCCt appbcatmns to the Iowa of nati ve seed in g and I .I 
where the food comes from Depanment of Natural acres ol grd!>sed waterway 
thai we eat each day. You fesou~es <IDNR) '""d <h" ;;-~:s•,:;~"',;~~ro~;~~:.e; 
~:e,!>a .:·:~u~a~:t;l ~r~~; c:~:re :~~n~~~~ ~t

1

e:::~ rock livhtock \!ream cross· 
store. But where doe!> 11 all sh•p IIDALS). On June \5, ing, 90 acres of cover crop 
come from"' What is food"s nott~e was recetved the pro- and 3.6 acres of waterv.-ays 
connecuon to the sot\ we Ject s IDNR apphca110n for are still scheduled for 
walk on each day? In vesti- a one-.year exlens1on ~~as imtallatmn through the pro· 
gat1on of t hi ~ theme help~ appr_o,ed. movmg tr.~ pro- JeCt 
us gau. a better under;land- }~~~~; c~~~let10n date to Anyone interested tn 

mg of the process lood ·r · 0-0 -· 
1 

installtng conservation 
takes from product •on 10 hrough June .. 012 . the practice!> ,hould contact the 

your plate :~:.:;;~?~" ;~e";,~o~~:~~~~~~~~ ~a/e~;e;s:?~~ct6c~;~;;~ 
over federal monies avail- 2702, e:uen~1on 120 

LUETHJij../' 
Auto Sales 

1·800·535-1778 

3 Locations 
Gladbrook, 

Marshalltown 
or Eldora! 
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Soil and Water Conservation Annual Report 
2011 Conservation 
Awards presented 

The Tama County Nature 
Center at Otter Creek Park 
provided the 'enue for the 
Tama Soil & Water Conser\'a· 
uon District's annual banquet 
on ·o"ember 16. cdebrating 
Tama Counttans who demon· 
Strate outstandmg dedication 
to our natural resources 

The dt~tricl's 2011 choice 
for tts ~ncr-Operator Award 
was the Mnchell fam1ly from 
Geneseo Township. The farm­
ly has farmed in Tama County 
for O'>er 125 years. The cur­
rent operation ts owned by 
Philip Mitchell, Dennis & 
Marlys Muchell, Wade & 
Cynthia Mttchell, and Cia) 
and Palyn M1tchell 

Ktpp and Nancy Larsen of 
rura l G ladbrook were the 
2011 recipients of the Conser­
\ IliOn Ttllage Award The 
Larscns hve on the farm that 
Ki pp grew up on. Ktpp was 
quoted, "Thank you for select­
mg me as this award rec1pient 
I have tned various methods 
tn no-till and fou nd ways to 
makettworkbetter" 

Steve and Deb Ku pka, 
ret1p1ents of the Mature 
Windbreak Award, planted 
the1r exte nsive w ind break 
when they bu tll the n house 
south of Clutier in 1994 They 
incorporated evergreens, 
shrubs, and deciduous trees to 
protect the ir home and out­
buildmgs 

bought their home north of 
Dysart 17 )tars ago, the cou­
ple mo~ed over 350 tr~s and 
shrub~ with them from their 
previous home. Of theu six 
acres, three acres are in gar­
d<o 

The year's Urban Back­
yard Conservation Award 
went to Tom and Phyllis Hol­
\·en of Toledo 

The Holvens ha\·e lived at 
the ir home o n West State 
Street since 1989 _ They try to 
adhere to a natural approach 
togardemng. 

The recipients of the 2011 
Buffer lntttat tve Award were 
Cratg and Kelli McCreary, 
rural Toledo. Craig IS a full­
time certified organic famter 
and has a small Angus cow­
calf operation. The McCrearys 
have lived o n the fami ly's 
Century Farm for ten }"ears 
Betng orgamc, the operation 
uses cover crops and a crop 
rotatiOn whtch includes alfalfa 

department"s abandoned coa l 
mine reclamat10nprogramand 
coal mining regulation 

The annual banquet also 
and clm•er prov ided the opportunit) to 

The 20 11 Wildhfe Award recognize several rama Coun­
was presented to Randy and ty )OU!h for thetr dedicat ion to 
Debbte Mullenbach of rural agricu h ure and natura l 
Ga rwin The Mu ll enbac hs resources 
were both ra ised on datry 4H proJCcts from the 2011 
far ms, and they purchased Tama County Fair were recog­
their cu rrent fa rm 10 1991 nized and these 4H-ers g1ven 
About 60 acres of the property ca...h awards: Logan Koester of 
are under culuvation With the Gladbrook for his proJeCt in 
balance m trees and wJldhfe crop production; Allen HeJse, 
habnat. Gladbrook. and Emma Knoop. 

Wmners of the New Wmd­
break Award wen: John and 
Bonnie Kopriva of rural 
Traer. The fam1ly has a gram 
and livestock operauon and 
works tn seed sa les and ts 
act ive m both the Tama Coun­
ty Pork Producers and Cattle­
men's Association 

Judte Krebsbach of ru ral Clutier, for proJCCtS m agricul-

;~:t~: ;~:n~:~r~:~s~~a~~~~ ~r7n 1~1~~=~~~~:'rn:;i~i=~ daughter of James and Susan 
Award . For countless years, and Tyler Martens of Toledo Hlas. JS a graduate of Green 
Judte has taken vacation each and Rachel Scarf. Angela Mounta Jn-Garw Jn . H tgh 
spring from her JOb with the Wrage. and T)ler Wrage of School. She IS current!) a stu­
Iowa Department of Agncul- Gladbrook for thetr proJects m dent at Iowa State UnJVersJIY 
ture and Land Stewardshtp to the environment and sustain- maJonng m Agncultural Stud-
teac h wa ter qu a lit y at the abJhty Jes 
Tama Jamie Lynn Hlas of rural The winner of lhe dJstnct's 

Tama SWCD's 201 I Rural 
Backyard Conse rvation 
Award was presented to Galen 
and Jeanne Delfs. When they 

SWC D's 5th Grade. Out- Toledo. rec!ptent of the dJS· annual grocery sack contest, 
door C lassroom Jud1e s JOb trict's 20I I scholarship, was Megan Cart)· of Dysart, was 

~~~~he~~: ~~~!~~~~~~=;5 ~1~~ also recogn ized. Jamie. the ~~~!!~:rg~i;e~o~:e;~~ ~su~~~ 

SAVE MONEY on accessories 
when ou b!!'l A stlhJ® chainsawl 

PACKAGE A 1I!IJ ~ 
• 1 Sttht• Combo Pack (Heanng Protection and 

Protect•veGiasses) 
-{::( • 6-packof2.6or. BotttesofSIIht• HP Ultra 

2-cvcleEnemeO•I 

PACKAGES~~ 
• 1 St1hl• Combo Pack (Heanng Protection and 

ProtectiVe Glasses) 
-{::( • 6-pack of 2.6 oz Bottles of St1hl• HP Ultra 2-cycle 

Eng1ne01I 
• lextraSttht•sawchaon 
• 1 Shhl• chounsaw c~rryong ca~e 

Carty and was a fourth grader 
last spring at Dysart-Geneseo 
Elementary School. In add t· 
tion to her moneta ry prize. 
Megan was treated to an aJr· 
plane ride o\·er Tama County 
10 August. He r pilot was 
Garry Brandenburg, re ti red 
Marshall County Conservatton 
Board Director Sister Allie 
and Mom JOmed in the flight 
Al lie was Dysart-Geneseo's 
tht rd grade level winner m the 
dJstrict's2010contest 

COMPLETf 
TIRI SfRVICI 

Tire Service Since 1956 
105 State - P.O. Box 15, Tama, Iowa 52339 

1-800·447·3202. 641-484·3202 
"Dtscount apphes to accessory packages only (no substotut•ons). DoscoUf't ~sts unt•l 03/15/12 

1318 Wesl 51 5 • GRINNELL • 641-236-6514 
OUTHARft 3006 S Cee•er St• MARSHALLTOWN •641· 6 1 V 
IMP EMENTU 1702E6' Sl •TAMA•641-184-5225 

Goodyear. As American As Farming. 



Annual Report 
TamaSWCD 
Celebrated 

Earth Day and 
Arbor Day 

Protect Program Eligibility Before 
Working Wet Areas of Fann 

In ct lebr.ltJon of Eanh 
Day on Apnl 2:! and Arbor 
Day, Apnl :!9, the Tama 
Soil & Water Con~nat1on 
o,.,tnct presented "hue 
pme seedlings to 324 wuh 
grade 'tudems m "'~ s~.:hool 
di~tricts m and around 
Tama County: South Tama. 
Meskwak• Settlement 
Green Mountain-Gar"'" 
Gladbrook-Re•nbed:, !\onh 
Tama , and l'nion cDy)an) 
The UJ,tnct plam th1~ annu 
al event •n order to help 
make }oung ~tudenb more 
aware of their en111f0nment Ac~.:ordmg to USDA, net many producers arc choos· 

Front row Left to right: Rachel Scarf. Hunter Filloon. Back rov.: Allen He~. 
Logan Koester. Emma Knoop. Erin Filloo n. Not pictured: Angela Wrage, T)ler 
Wrnge, Tyler Martens In add1t1on to seedlings farm mcorne 10 2011 is mg to spend this money on 

given to the ~i,th grader~. foreca,tcd to be the h1ghest mstall ing tile drainage sys­
the Distn~.:t also presented recorded (adJU.'>Ied for infla- terns Higher land prices 
100 ..,h1te pmc ~cedling~ to t1onJ since 1974 Fueled by have also caused many "Farmers and land man· 
the f ama County Con!terva- se\cml ye3!'; of higher gra1n landowners to squeeze mort agers need to protect the1r 
t10n Board These ~eedhngs pncc,, farmen have been product1on out of the acres farm program benefits by 
"ere planted 1n count) rcm\e~ung some of th1~ they cu rrently farm by fJrst checkmg with their 
p.Hkl throu~hout Tama mcrea<.ed m~.:ome into their removmg fena-rows, filhng local office for a wetland 
Count)' operatiOn\ low areas an~ cleanng trees. determmation prior to 

A, ~cen m fields this fall, ConservatJomsts wnh the workmg in wet ponions of 

What motivates landowners to 
keep CRPwhen crop prices rise? 

Kar ·n Vmne,, JDNR about JOO acres and four 
( tean Water Stans With Us years ago enrolled about 
ncv.-,leut•r IOU auc' m CRP ·"f'm an 

USDA-Na tural Resour~es the1r fanns", sa id Richard 
Conserva tion Serv1ce Sims, state conservatiomst 
{ RCS)warn producers to for Iowa NRCS. 
be cau_t10us abou~ wetland To ma1ntain e lig ibility, 
provistons when 1n sta lh ng USDA part 1cipants must 
ttle, clearmg trees or com- certi fy that they have not 
pletmg ot her land al!ermg produced crops on wetlands 

converted after December 

23. 1985, and that they did 
not conve rt a wetland to 
make agricultural produc­
tion possible after No~,;em­
ber28, 1990 

Any acti\lit)· that alters 
natura l wetlands, making 
the productiOn of an agri· 
c ultural commodity or for­
age crop more possible •s 
prohibited These conver· 
sion ac tJ VJt les may include 

•Filling 
•Drammg (surface ditch­

ing or ~ubsurface llling) 

•Land ]e\'ehng 
•C\earmg ""ood) ,·egeta 

lion where stumps are 
removed 

•Di,·enmg run-off 'o'ater 
from a wetland (i.e. build· 
mg a d•ver;ion) 

If found 111 nolat1on 
famters would Jo,e eligibil­
Ity for USDA programs. 
Smts said. For more infor­
m:mon or to request a wet­
land determmatton, please 
VISit your local l!SDA Ser­
vice Center 

1 crry Carpenter, .., ho avid huntt=r and fisherman," 
runs a ~ov.--calf herd in he \aid. Ills CRP pulh in a 
Lucas County m addit1on to fe\1. deer and turkey, plus 11 

working 50-60 hours per guarantee' that he ha\ a 

Tama Soil & Water Conservation District Financial Report 

Iowa Financial Incentive Program (ffiP) ·Cost Share eek olf the tatm, put place to hunt as hunting 
about lUU nl hi' 600 acres bc~.:ome' more restricted on 
mto CRP to sne time and other ground. Changes m 
tn pm.,•J"-' ha\ for his canle land and corn pnces have 
OHcred \\hat- he call!. ··vel") dri.,en local rental rates up, 
auractl\c rates, Carpenter makmg his current CRP 
put Ill l.md that v.as highly rental rate le\s competitive 
erud1ble and had been in When hi~ contract el;ptres 
CRP 111 the pit~ I He mow~ 10 2017, he says 11 will be 
one-1h1rd of 11 en~ry ) e.1r remptmg iO go 10 crop<, nnd 
for hay "II reduces the pay- ca<.h rent , but a remer can't 
mcnl lor me. bul I can gtwrantec the sa me pay 
alway~ u'e the ha) ground mcnt for I 0 years. En her 
he )ays "I :.eed it dov.n. wa)'. 1f you own the land, 
sa\'e the ,oil and put up ·you have to make II pay 

Original A llocation from the Division of Soi l Conservation 7/ 1/11 $41.486.18 
Spent or obligated for Practices to date $939 1.81 

Balance unspent as of2/ l ·12 $32,094.37 

Resource Enhancement <~nd Protection Program fREA.£) 
REAP Practices 
Original A llocation from Division of Soil Conservation 711 II 

S~nt o r obligated for Practices to date $7357.89 
$7429.14 

Balance unspent as o f 21 1112 $71.25 

REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 

ha' ' for tt~elf," he says 

Original Allocation from Division of Soil Conservation 111 '\ 1 
Spent or obligated for Practices to date 

9905.52 
$9905.52 

~~1ary ll aleen ha\ onc Carl Joy farms two Bahnce unspent as of2i l 12 $0.00 
goal lor her land- erosion farms near the Lucas· 
Ct>ntrnl Her fam1ly fann Ill Wayne county hne " I like 
Bonne Count) has ~"em! huntmg b1rds. he <>ays 

Administrative Funds allocated from Division of Soil Conservation 11 J/1 I 2000.00 
Postage 
Commissioner Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Conservation Districts of Iowa Dues 

Balance unspent as of 211/ 12 

$ 149.09 
$387.66 
$ 169.12 
$850.00 

$444.13 

v.-ilterv.t)S that flo"" mto "I'm JUSt trymg to get a few 
a tnbut.<~ry ot Bca~,;er Creek. b~tds in the neighborhood 
and the)' needed reb01ldmg Jo)' recently put 12 acres in 
She had land in CR P C RP and planted it to a 
bclnr~. hut "hen 11 came high quality mix wh1ch 
out. ,he e'tended the con- mcludes taller prairie grass­
trall ,md ,1ddcd more acres es. forb.,, flowers and 
to''- ··Jt ~eemed hke a good legumes "It's better 
v.a) to ~.:ontrol ero,ion, W1\dhle hab1tat It produce~ 
bu•ld the land up and pro more msccts for the young 
ted 1t," ~he says_ She had b1 rd' and 1t"s not so thick so 
about :!0 a~.:res seeded to a the young blfds can't get 
mn ol g~<l\~c around 111 it'. On amHher 

Conservation Practices Applied to the Land 

Ron Mam hal> mixed !'arm. hc'd like to replace 
r .. ot1vat1on~. lie's a sma ll the hard-to-farm small point 
\!.:ale Wayne County fanner rows on less productive 
who works full-time and ,oib with gra-.ses that are 
~a)'\ thc co't of machinery eas1er to work with and 
l'i one rea,on he doesn't mightyleldsornebJrds,too 
fann more ground. He ov.n~ 

Brush Management 
Conservation Cover 
Contour Buffer Strips 
Filter Strips 

Grade Stabilization Structures 
Grassed Waterways 
Terraces 

Tree and Shrub Establishment 
Water & Sediment Control Basins 

2 acres 
932 acres 

61 acres 
60 acres 

4 each 
72 acres 

745 feet 
44 acres 

5 each 

Recognizing the conservation effor ts of Iowa agriculture 

Appraisal & Real 
Buckingham Co-Op Wobeter Realty Weber's Plumbing, 

Estate Services Heating & AC 
Traer -319-478-2990 

Buckingham- 319-478-2331 Toledo - 641 -484-8989 Dysar t 319-476-2590 

Tama/Grundy Publish ing Dr. Dori Rammelsberg, Heartland Coop L. L. Owens 
•Tama •Toledo •Traer• Dysart Chiropractor 

Traer- 319-478-2710 •Gladbrook • Reinbeck Dysart- 319-476-4567 Traer- 319-478-2147 

American Family Far mers Savings Tama County Mutual 
Wrage Realty Insurance Bank & Trust Insurance Association 

Toledo 641-484-3331 Traer- 3t9-478-2148 Traer- 319-478-2710 
Dysart -319-476-7070 

Carl Luze 
State Bank of Toledo Tama Benton Co-op Real Estate Tama Paperboard 

Dysart - 319-476-4949 
Toledo - 641-484-2980 Tama- 641-484-2884 Dysart 319-476-3666 

Kenkel Law Office Goos Implement Southard Implement Benda Ag 

Toledo - 6-11-484-8899 Gladbrook- 641-473-2403 •Tama . Grinnell • Ma..shalltown Service 
www.Southardimp.com Elberon - 641-489-2946 


