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§ecr6tary Yeutter will _attend Far
I

By  Jane  -Bigbee
Secretary of `Agriculture Clayton Yeutter

is expected to  attend the Farm Progress
Show at Amana Wedne.sday, Sept. 26, ac-`  cording to Dave Rcepke, show inanager.

Yeutter  is  expected  to  make  in  an-
•nouhcement on nay coriserva_tion plans or

policies, Roepke said.  Yeutter will be.at
the  show  from   11   a.in.  to   I:30  p.in.,
probably in the area where soil conserva-
tibn`exhibits are`planned near the Visitors
Center. .as,well  as  on  .the  show  site,  ac-
cording to preliminary plans.

Governor  Terry  Branstad  and  Iowa
`   `  Secretary of Agriculture Dale cochran will`    take part in the opening ceremonies for the

show Tuesday mom`ipg, Sept. 25.

spr£Po°££:£hcealpcu#±%a;Br::rnsdg:faEL°ewsehdot£
site. Exhibitor'1ots are not. designated as
public ,grounds of the sh`ow isite, according
to Roepke, in explaining show policy on
politic`al speeches.

The  three-day  Farm  Progress  Show
(FPS)  -  Sept.  25,  26 '`and  27  -  will  be
hcadquartered on the 60-acre -exhibit field at
the  Amana  Outd`®or ,Convention  Center-
plus adjacent fields of,crops, 1,300 acres in`aJJ..  There  may  be  Fas  many Has  3`3.0  e`x-

hibitors;  a  few, no'riLprofit, ag-related ex-•  hibitors may still be. coming, Roepke saidr

Sept.  6.
Field   demonstration;

Nearly. 900 acres w`ill`be used for crop
demonstrations. They include:

• 400 acres of com to harvest
• 300Tacres of beans to harvest
• .74 acres `for com silage
• 90 acres for hay
There   will  be   mowing  and  baling

demonstrations on the hay ground. This is
the  first time hay` has  been  made  at  the
Iowa sho,w although .there was a limited
amount of hay. ground used at the show in
Indiana last year.

Corn  Silage  demonsti.ations  were  in-

Progress Show

Farm ,Progress  Show time`
Some  of the  60-acre  exhibit  area  and the _.1,300-

t:h:eretF:£:2#;.SEtfobaorr:ijg]§t#;o:w°v;o:ug#ah~;r£::gh{ae#8:r:£eo:e6rrp:t:
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eluded a-I. the Iowa FPS  in  1987 but were
not done at either the 'Illin6is. or `Indiana
§howis the last two years.  `` Early maturing corn aid soybean varii

eties  were  Planted  early  byr, the  Ainana

hibitors  are  expected.  Fields  of  corn  a`nd  soybeans`
are maturing for harvesting demonstrations. There will
be corn silage and hay-making along with ? `variety of
tilling,  soil-con`servation,  health  a`nd safety and other•demoristrations arid exhibits.

Fan Peparfuent, Roepke said.
"The com is really -in good shape,"  he

c'ontinued, noting the heat during the first
days of September have helped.

Halvesting` soybeans,. however,` is ques--
tionable,  he said.  An agronomist was' to
waHc the fields Sept. 12 to check the statris
of the beans for harvesting. If they are far
eno-ugh along, thdy will be sprayed to.help
dry them down.  While Roepke believes
"chances are the`beans will be ready," he

still isn't ready to give a h~alvesting guar-
antee.

Tillage practices will be demonstrated.
Roepke`predicts theie will .be a `1ot more`chiseling  shown  with  mol'dboard  work

limited.  Look  too  for  no-till  drills  and
planter.s, ri-dge planting and ridge-till, he
suggested. Tillage demonstrations will be
takin.g place in- the conservation ..area west
Qf the Amana Visitors Center building.

Louis 'Licht, an environmental engineer
at the University of Iowa, who has planted
trees along the bank of the creek_ back -of
the Visitors Center, will be `at the  show
too, Roepke said. Licht is one of two en-
vironmental engineers in a project spon--
sored by the Leopol.d Center for Sustain-
able 'Agricultufe at Iowa State University.
Scientists have found the expansive root
systems  of poplar trees planted between
hop fields and streams filter ground water.
Licht and a fellow environmental engineer
ha`ve planted 14,000 trees   per ac.re along

Creeks to take..tip nitrate from surface and
subsurfacewaterthatisnblongeravaha`ble
to field crops, in conducting the research.

Farm .health  and  safety
Exhibitors with. a tie to-the state include

the Deparment of Natural Resources. Soil
Conservation Service, Agricnltural Stabi-
lization  and Conservation  Service,  Iowa
State University Extension Service (ISU),
Un-iversity of Iowa,. plus Northern Illinois
University -DeKalb...

Farm safety plus the health and safety of
farmers ivill be the emphasis for several
exhibitors. The University of Iow'a Medi-
cal Laboratories wnl be displaying research
and services relating to` health and safety in
agriculture and also hydraulic research on
soil conservation.

St. Luke's Hospital, Cedar Rapids will
offer free  hearing tests. \There will be a
Small  charge  for  the  respiratory. testing
they w_ill do, particularly aimed at famers
who  work  with  confinement systems  or
orain.

Northern Illinois University alsp wil`l be
doing .hearing tests.

ISU Extension  will  hive a number of
displays  including  nitrogen  management
arid nitrate testing plots, exhibits on well
protection,  plugging  abandoned  wells,
soybean cyst nematodes, alternative crops,
Lyme disease,  food safety, publications.,

-         (PLeaseturntopage3D)
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Soil conservation is family tradition for Dietrichs
By  Pat  Axmear

`Normally,  when  farm. land  switches

i:dd:sf:oaTsog:E::agu;3:atcocgredn±.:rgati;o%,tot:
Johnston, Iowa County Soil Conservation

• Service district commissioner.
. But that doesn't hold true for this year's

Iowa Couhty .landlord-tenant conservation
awiard winners. Donald and Gene Dietrich.

`   Jbhnston said the Die.trichs are unique ,in

theirfarmingpractices..
-` :'Normally, when younger farmers take

over the land, .they try different types .of
farm`ing," Johnston said. "(Gene) has car-

•  tied on his father's system of faming." .
•Donald  has. been  farming  180  acres

southeast of Ladora since 1950. In  1968,
he purchased the land and created diversion
terraces to protect the 60 acres of bottom
oround.

After teaching for a few years at Car-
dinal  of Eldon, Gene came back  to Iowa` County in  1976 to farm with his father. In

1977,  they  started  `strip  cro-pping  and
rotating their crops in a s.ix-year cycle.

"Our rotation is com, com, com, oats,

meadow, meadow," Gene said. "I farm 720
-   acres in all and 240 acies are strip-cropped

because of the degree of the slope."
One of the main reasohs the Dietrich.s

were chosen for the awhd, 'Johnston said,

is because not many farmers contour s.tri`p-
crop and he, thinks it is a good practice to
Promote."We   had   a   contour-strip   to`ur   at

(Dietrichs')  farm.  which  is  an  ,excellent
example  of c`ontour  farming,"  Joh`nston
-said. ,"Because of the topography of their
land, th-eir entire system is contour strip-
ping."Itisaverycomplexpracticeandone6f:
the` most effectivej  It's` a hard |}ractice .tQ
lay out because it is basically a lot of lit-
tie fields."

With  this year's  flood-like` conditions,
soil conservation efforts have been put to
a tes`t but both Dietrichs said they've had
very little erosion:

"This` year win the supreme test, but our

erosion was negligible," Gene said.  "`Silt
fell only a few feet into the next strin. The
terrace channels did not get any silt."

Besides contour strip-cropping the `Diet-
richs -have ,initiatedrother  types  of . soil
conservatio`n into their. system of farming.

"We have extensive  tiling and on  the

gentler slope we've established dry ponds
and  permanent  waterways,"  Gene  said'."With our 150 stcek cow herd we utilize

the roughage and we use minimum tillage.
"(Soil   conservati.on)    has   been    a

continuing prcoess that started in 1968."

Conservatio-n   winner
Ge-ne,  left,  and  Donald  Dietrich  are winners of this year's  Iowa  County Soil

Conseivation Service landlord-tenant soil conseivation award. Gene farms 180
acres of his fathers land and i§ carrying on the tradition of soil conservation with
contour strip-cropping.

Rudin fin'`ds financial benefits in conser,vation Prac|`ices
By  Ken   Siveeney  .

When  he  started  implementing  soil
conservation. practices a few years ago, AI
Rudin was  motivated more by`potential
financial ` benefits  tha-n -by  conservation
goals.

But the I,ova .County farmer admits he
has seen the payoff w,ork both wa.ys`:on his
farm.

Rudin, who fairs 240 acres in section
20,  Iowa  Township,   about  six   mi.Ies
northeast of Williamsburg, re'cently  was
named  Iowa  County  Soil- Conservation
District new ccoperator caward recipient.

A.I  grew  _up  on  the  acreage  he  now
farms. The farm has been in the family for
about 65 years, he said, wlith his givandfa-
ther,  the  late  Albert  Ru¢in,  farming  it,
firs_I,  followed  by  his  father,  Carl.  H.is
parents, Carl and Velma Rudin, still live
in a mobile home on the same fain.

After  graduating  from  Williamsburg.
H.igh School, Al attended `North iowa Area
Community College, ,,Mason Cit'y, for one
semester.  He    spent  19  months  in  the
Army, including  a tour as  an .armament
repairman  in  Vietnam`,  -worked  on  his
family faun, then attended airframe and
power plant mechanic- school  in  Kansas
City, Mo. After spending two years as a
helicopter mechanic in-Louisiana, Rudin.
returned to Ioiva in the fall of 1977 and
started farming when \-his father, Carl,` re-
tired.

He and his wife,- L6ree, have two chil-
dren:  Monica, 20,.a beautician living in
Cedar   Rapids;   and   Heather,    12,   a
Williamsburg Junior High student.

The  major  portion  of. Rudin's  crop
operation is in com, with a few acres of
soybeans. The hills on his farm, he noted,
are not conducive to growing soybeans.

In -addition,  he  has  a  farrow-to-finish
hog  operation,  .marketing  about  1,200
hogs' a year. His interest in hogs extends
to  his  active  mem_bership  in  the  Iowa
County Pork Producers.

L`and   is   hilly
.` .  His land in the Clear Cr`eek watershed is
extremely hilly and quite inegular, most

of the erodible land ranging from 9.to 18
percent slope.

Rudin said he first started no-till plant-
ing  six  years  ago  with  12-15 .a~cres,  "At
the time," he iecalled, "I wdsn'f`apbroach-
ing it from` a standpoint of soil conserva-

• tion as I was a different way.to raise. Crops
and save money." .

Rudin began no-tilling in earnest ainut
three years ago, including about 50 percent
of.his land,. and now almost 100 percent of

..his land is no-till.
•.~ "I was'not enthusiastic about it at first," .
he recalled of those early` efforts, "but aftei -
I had a chance to think about it for awhile,
I decided it was a good thing.."You  can't  stop  erosion,"  he  added.
"You  can  limit  it,  but.y,ou .can't  stop  it

conpletely."
-   If -farmers  make thQ~ effort  to  prevent

erosion now, he said, it may prevent less
gofemment control in the future.

As part of his  soil conservation prac-,
tices and because of the inegular layout of
his land, his rows are planted `,.cross-.slope,

-~   length of the row.  .

When  he  decided  to  get  into  no-till
farming. he bonght a planter with no-till
colters which ctrt the residue in front of
the finow.s.  He also invested in a hig.h-
clearance cultivator which' allows the old
residue -to  pass  around  the  cultivator's
shanks without clogging the equ.ipment.

The other part of Rudin's soil conserva-
tion 'program  involves  establishment of
grass waterways and field borders. He said
he  is  attempting  to  establish  a stand.of
bromegrass on the wateivays but due to
the dry weather of the 1988-8`9, he has had
some difficulties.

He has gotten a good jump on compli-
ance` with  the  1985  F.Qod-Security  Act
which required a conservation plan in place
byJ Jar.  1, 1990, andJcompliance by 1995.
"My ihtentions are to be -coo percent in

cbmpliance by next spring," he added. -`

Benefits  '
Rudin  said he  has been  quite pl.eased

with  the  results  of  his  efforts,  both  in

fan¥:{h^Ofd.h¥ti:,? reduces the Slope and\    Grass   waterways
AI  Rudin,  rural  Homestead,  stands  in  front  of /corn  fields  crcrssed  by

bromegrass waterways which serve as barriers against soil erosion. In the fore-
ground is a garden of shrubs and gou.rds tended by AI's wife, Loree.

terms of the financial benefits as well` as
soil conservation. No-till fanning, he said,
saves time, fuel costs and depreciation on
his equipment because he has to operate it
fewer hours.

In addition, he said he also gets better
weed` control` with  no-till  than  when  he
was  disking,  using  slightly  less  chemi-
calsf
`  His  satisfaction  extends  to  his  cro|gr

yieldswhich hav`e not.dropped off since he
began  using  no-till  except  for  the  dry
summers of 1988 and '89.

Some of-his com this year shows. signs
of foliar disease and, he said, .although no-
till may have played some part in tha| the
wet weather conditions  could  also be  a
factor.

His. soil  conse'rvation  practices  paid

E=

dividends during the heavy rains of June
and July. A`|thoiigh he found quite a bit of
crop residue in ditches following the rains,
he said he saw little evidence of soil erol'
sion.  ",It  impressed  me,"  he  said  of the
c-onservation measures.

Rudin's independence as a farmer carries
over to his  attitude toward  the environ-
ment.  "I'm  concerned about. the environ-
ment," he said, "but I doh't like the term
'environmentalist'  because  it  has  a  bad

connotation."You want to farm your land for the fu-

ture," Rudin added. "I like to hunt and fish
too arid I'm concerned about ground water
contamination.

"I  think  you  just  have  to  be  a  g.ood

steward and take care of your land -while
you have it."
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Charles Pope=
'

'By  Doris  Mccartney

When   the  June.16   rioods   washed
through the countryside, .com fields on the
Charles Pope land, braced by 9,250 feet of
terraces and 11,600 feet of tile, held fast.
Soil losses on the Greene .Township farm
werereduedconsiderably.

Pope credits  the soil  savings  with  the
conservation   plan   designe.d.  by'   Iowa

• County Soil Conservation Service techni-
cian Ted Oswald.

In a mood of appreciation this fall, Pope
predicts, "We're building more terraces in
the future. "

After examining the Pope farming prac-
tices: Iowa County Soil and Water Com-
missioners have seledted the Popes as .their
long-time conservation winner. Pope and
his wife, hthrlene, will be honored' along
with other area recipients at a dinner meet-
ing in Novem`ber.

The`Popes moved to their farm east of
North English in  1969.  Crops are raised
on 235 acres they own and an additional
230 acres they rent nearby. Ther`e are 275
acres in com and  loo acres in soybeans a
this year. They plant 240` acres of the com
and soybeans on the contour.
`  Pope  first  attempted  no-till  Planting

three or four years ago at the urging Of a
neighbor.  This `year  h.e  has  u.sed  no-ti.ll
planting for 63 acres."He (the neighbor)  sugge`sted I should

try no-till. I've been farming all my life
and had that reaction - can the crop survive
in trash? It doesn't look` tidy. No-till has
advantages.

"Weed  kill 'ha,s   to. be   timely,   I've

leaned„
i+Pope has decided c6ncqu abc,ut `rweed:.

The loula/Bentbn County 'Farmer
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ore terraces
control with no-till.  "I don't want exces-
sive chemicals, yet I aim to expand no-till~
oh com grothd," he said. . `

Future  conservatiori  work•.  In planning for the future, Pope. said, "I

discovered `the benefits of soil conserva-
tion.

sei:Tno:ef:.¥:;sfiv£#|-#:g|£HgFo:
an i.mpact on production because of this
type of constmction. "

Pope says `he also has used crop rota-
tion. There is little hay to make, however,
because of their  swine  operation.  Some
pasture is maintained for his horses.

Pope maintains a crossbred fanow-to-
fin.ish hog op?ration, farrowing four times
a year using 70 gilts or sows. He employs
a full-tine worker to help.

w£'£p;TEgti#¥Lhw£&]Fn::sope|trJLPLi
help,"  Pope noted.  Keeping  the  facility
pits cleaned is another major effort on the
work schedule."Getting  away  from  the  farm,"  Pope

£¥oS#h#fii¥h¥i§:f£|ie:w°£i:od:Zfr¥a|E§
woodlands. Another trail ride is planned by
another club."

Marlene  Pope  hel,ps  her  husband  by

Fonb¥;8ise#Fi££&rgthsa:¥d°#p:f:ns.hH£:
ers.  In  addition,  the  couple  spend  time

HX2gi.fr£Fo#:efs¥Evn±§#snh8vhfals]emy°8:rg
Center, North English.

un|S:firs;°;n`oyfs£:inLeyEnio±*aj€n#%talTs:
He is employed seasonally by a seed com

•`fin....--r.~
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We  are  always ready
to serve you, with:

/ BedEd
Service  Rates

/ ` Competitive
Grain  Prices

`/  Speedy  Unloading

` / Am \`Asset to
Local  Agriculture

with hope  you prosper with
a  bountiful  harvest!
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Wil'l- build  more  terraces
Charies and Marlene Pope found they had little soil loss this year despite

the heavy rains, including June  16 when flooding occurred extensively in
Iowa County. Pope gives credit for the soil savings to the Iowa County Soil
Conservation Service plan. The couple will be recognized in November as
the sos longtime conservation winner.                             ,
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A BAG  OF
lls A FACT - lf the entire world  population Of approxL
mafely  5  billion  werie  crowded  together,  they  could  fit
Within  the  citi/  I]mlts  of  Jacksonville,  Florida.                     ;.,

.

ITS AILSO A FACFT -Family ov`med companies  like ours  ,..
arie leading the way ]n supplyirtg the fcod for them.  You
will  rote- [n the  rsu y]eld trials that we consistently out
perform the giants. We have done it for years with beans
and rrow we arie doing it ~with our com as well. The secret
is  our  research  and  qrali.ty.

SEE   ThE   LEADE-F}   BEATERS

KRUGER  SEED   CO.
CALL

TODAY!   `    ,

319/642L5553

BEANS`CORN

ALFALFA
GFIASS

ME[ER  FEED  &  SEED
i.-: `.i;   'A¥

Marengo,   lA'j..  .£` .-,.-``=T)   ......


