
Soi I Conservation Queen 
WINNERS OF A CONSERVATION QUEEN CONTEST ac­
cept gifts from Verne Hermann, soil district commissioner, 
as they are introduced at the grandstand during the Dela­
ware County Fair last week. At left is Joyce Wessel of 
Cole.sburg and at right is Carol Nurre of Dyersville. They 
received sterling silver charm bracelets and will represent 
the Delaware county district in a regional contest at Du­
buque next Tuesday. Each of the other 15 contestants 
received a pearl necklace from the Ryan Co-op, a contest 
co-sponsor. 



REGIONAL QUEEN-Mary Riche, 16, of Stan­
ley, Ia., smiles happily after being named regional 
Queen of Conservation Tuesday at judging held in 
conjunction with the Dubuque County Fair. Mary 
will represent the 11 northeast Iowa counties in 
the state contest Sept. 9, at the Plowman's Banquet 
in Adel, Ia. The regional queen. was presented 
with a wrist watch. (Telegraph-Herald Photo) 



Conservation Camp 
Tu!tion Scholarship 
Offer to Teachers 

Donald Eibey, chairman, has 
announced that one or more tui­
tion scholarships will be made 
available by the Delaware County 

I Soil Conservation district for 
teachers interested in attending 
the 16th annual session of the 
Iowa Teachers Conservation camp 
this summer. 

The Conservation camp, held at 
Springbrook state park, gives 
Iowa teachers an opportunity to 
earn up to six college credits in 1 

natural science. The major fields 
of study include forest resources, 
ecology, fish and wildlife manage­
ment, rocks and minerals, soil and 
land management, as well as wa- ' 
ter conservation. 

The subject matter is taught in 
two courses presented during 
three sessions. Session dates are 1 

June 6 to J une 26, J une 27 to Ju- ) 
ly 17, and July 18 to August 7. 

During any one course students 
will travel about 1,000 miles by 
bus to see and learn at first hand 
about the various conservation 
practices being used in Iowa. 

To be eligible for a scholar­
ship, the student must first be ac­
cepted for participation in the 
program. Admission is granted by 
the State College of Iowa, Cedar 
Falls. Credits for the course also 
come from SCI. 

Further information may be ob- 1 

tained by contacting the local 
Soil Conservation district office 
or by writing to the Public Relac 
tions Section, State Conservation 
Commission. Applications for ad­
mission should be directed to Ber­
nard Clausen, Director, ITCC, 
State College of Iowa, Cedar 
Falls. 

Local teachers interested in 
' scholarship assistance may con­
tact the Soil Conservation district 
office in Manchester. 



Conserva tion Queen 
Contest Scheduled 
As Feature of Fair 

Verne Hermann, chairman of 
the Delaware County Soil Conser­
vation district queen contest com­
mittee, has announced that plans 
are under way to hold a contest 
to select the Queen of Conserva­
tion a t the Delaware County Fair. 

The contest is open to all single 
girls between the ages of 16 and 
21 at the date of entering the 

j contest w ho will not be over 21 
by the time the final contest is 
held. Contestants must live on " 

f farm in Iowa, and must register 
on an official entry card. 

Furthe r information and appli­
cation cards can be obtained from 
the Delaw are County Soil Con­
servation District Office, or from 

Marilyn 0 lson, extension horn~ 
economist, Manchester. 

Lucal winners will each recei"" ~ 
3. charm bracelet; regional wiN­
ners will receive a 17 jewel l"­
dies wrist watch, and state wiu­
ners will receive a $250 caS'l 
award. Coronation of the sta"t e.. 
winner will be held Sept. 9 
Corning. 
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Soi I Conservation Queens 
QUEENS OF CONSERVATION were announced and presented at the grandstand last Thurs­
day evening. They are Linda Erickson (left) of Manchester and Janet Bries of Delhi, pictured 
with Verne Hermann, who made the presentation. As county winners they will compete in a 
regional contest on Aug. 12 at Dubuque. The girls were selected from a field of 12 candidates. 

--------------
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Conservation Queen 
Contest Entry Cards 
Are A vail able Here 

A Queen of Conservation con­
test will be held at the Delaware 
County Fair again this year. Can­
didates must be single, Iowa farm 
girls between the ages of 16 and 
21. 

It is not a beauty contest; con­
testants will be judged on ap­
pearance and ability to converse. 
They will wear street length 
dresses. 

The contest is co-sponsored by 
the Farmers Grain Dealers asso­
ciation of Iowa and the Soil Con­
servation district of Iowa. 

Those interested in participat­
ing should stop at the extension 
office and pick up an entry card. 



Conservation Speech 
Contest Entries Due 
Here Next Monday 

Donald Eibey, chairman of the 
Delaware County Soil Conserva­
tion district, announced this week 
that the First State bank of Man­
chester is co-sponsoring a local 
Conservation Speech contest. I 

The contest, open to all junior 
and senior high school students 
in Delaware county, will be held 
in April, Eibey said. In the local 
contest, cash prizes' of $15, $10 
and $5 for first, second and third 
place respectively, will be award­
ed by the First State bank. 

Winnsr of the local contest will i 
be eligible to participate in the 
regional and state contests. 

Eibey reminded all students 
who are interested in participat­
ing in the local contest to notify 
the Soil Conservation office in 
Manchester by March 15. Entl'ants 
will be notified of the time and 
place of the contest. 



Name Contestants 
In Conservation 
Speech Contest 

The Delaware County Soil Con­
?ervation district is participating 
m the State Soil Conservation 
Speech contest, and Commissioner 
Verne Hermann, chairman of the 
local Speech contest, announced 
today that the local contest will 
be held in Manchester Monday 
a.t 7:45 p.m. at the vocational ag­
nculture building. 

Contestants will be Rick Ker­
per, Greeley; John Kraus, Ryan; 
Donald Burns, Manchester; Doran 
Zumbach, Ryan; Gary Vontalge, 
Manchester; Bob Fangman Dun­
dee; Vince Glass, Dunde~, and 
Steve Zumbach, Ryan, all high 
school students. 

1 The county winner will repre­
sent the district in a Regionnl 
contest, and the 11 Regional win­
ners will compete in a State con­
test, Hermann added. 

Contestants will speak on the 
topic "How Soil and Water Co:J.­
servation Affects My Future," 
and talks will be from 5 minutes 
to 10 minutes in length. 

Cash awards will be made by 
the First State bank of Manches­
ter to the three top winers, Her­
mann said. 

Time and place of the Regional 
and State contests will be an­
nounced at a later date, Herman.::l 
concluded. 
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Dubuque Boy Wins 
Soil Conservation 
, Speaking Contest 

Terry Smith of Dubuque won 
a regional Conservation Speech 
contest Monday evening in the 
Farm Bureau meeting room, it 
was announced by Verne Her­
mann, local contest chairman. 

Deborah Walter of Luana plac­
ed second, and Norman Kilburn 
of West Union placed third. Oth­
er contestants were Terry Bock, 
Sabula; Steve Zumbach, Man- 1 

chester; Connie Boots, Monticello; 
Richard Pierpont Jr., Cedar Falls, 
and Lynn Moody, Harpers Ferry. 

Cash awards to the top three 
winners were $25, $15 and $10, 
respectively. Smith, as a regional 
winner, will in a 
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S. Zumbach Wins 
:Speaking Contest 
] On Conservation 
I Steve Z~mbach of Manchester 
was winner of a second annual I Conservation Speech contest in 

, Manchester on Monday evening 

I in the high school vocational ag-
riculture building. · 

I 
Donald Burns of Manchester 

won second place, and Vince 
Glass of Dundee, third place. 

j 
Zumbach will receive a $15 : 

cash award from the First State 1 

·bank, Manchester, co-sponsor of i 
the local contest with the Dela- 1 
ware County Soil Conservation j 

I oistrict. Steve, l-5, is a f~man 
1 in Manchester high school, West 
Delaware, and is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer Zumbach of Man­
chester, who own and operate a 
406-acre farm in Milo township. 

Second and third place winners 
will receive $10 and $5 respec­
tively, also given by the First 
State bank. 

Announcement of the winners 
was made by Verne Hermann, 
chairman of the contest. Judges 
were Mrs. Clifford Kehrli and 
Lester Justice, both of Manches­

lter. 
I Zumbach will advance to a re­
gional contest, the date and place 
to be announced. There he will 
represent the Delaware County 
Soil Conservation district and will 
be competing with other district 
winners in the region. 

Prizes in the regional contest 
will be cash awards of $25, $15 
and $5 for first, second and third 
places respectively. The regional 
and state contests are sponsored 
by the Ladies Auxiliary of the 

I IASCDC and the Grinnell Re­
insurance Company of Grinnell. 

The state contest will be on 
1 Sept. 19 at Des Moines during the 
1 annual conference for Soil Con­
I servation district commissioners. 



Zumbach to Compete J 

In Regional Speech 
Contest Slated Here 

Donald Eibey, chairman of Del­
aware County Soil Conservation 
district, announced this week l 
that the Region IV Conservation 
Speech contest is scheduled to be 
held at the Glen Charles hotel 
July 19. · 

Winners in the individual dis­
trict contests will compete to se­
lect a representative to partici­
pate in a State contest Sept. 19 at , 
the Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des 
Moines, at the annual conference I 
of Iowa Soil and Water Conser­
vation District Commissioners. 

The regional and state contests 
are co-sponsored by the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Iowa Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners and the C:rinnell 
Reinsurance Company of Grin­
nell. 

Steve Zumbach, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E l m e r Zumbach of rural 
Manchester, will represent the 
Delaware district in this regional 
contest. Zumbach was selected 
winner of the local contest held 
May 3, co-sponsored by the First 
State bank of Manchester and the 
Delaware County Soil Conserva- ~ 
tion district. 



The Press, Manchester, Iowa, March lL 1965 

Contouring Holds Water, Soil, 
Boosts Crop Yields, Outs Costs 
Delaware county farmers who'-='====------------------------­

are not farming on the contour 
may be missing a good bet, ac­
cording to George Carlson of the 
the USDA Soil Conservation Ser­
vice. Years of research and evi­
dence from over 2 million con­
toured acres in Iowa are showing 
why. 

Contour farming means farm­
ing around the 1 slopes instead of 
up and down them. It results in 
increased yields, lower power 
costs, and savings in soil and wat-
er. Iowa farmers have found con-

I touring a wise and profitable 
1 practice. 
1 The acres of contoured land in 
. the state have increased tremen-
1 dously in recent y·ears, Carlson 
said. Over 3% million acres in 
Iowa have been contoured.· In 
some sections of the state it is 
unusual to see a field of corn that 
is not contoured. How-ever, in this 
county the acceptance of contour­
ing has lagged behind other areas, 
Carlson pointed out. 

Moisture conservation on farm 
land by contouring and other 
practices is more important than 
ever before. Why? Because we 
are using more water. Improved 
crop varieties, better soil man­
agement practices and greater use 
of fertilizer are ra1smg crop 

1 yields. This means that soil mois­
ture is more often an important 
limiting factor in crop production. 

With the unusually low mois­
ture reserves in the top 5 feet 
of soil at the present time, con­
serving available moisture this 
spring and summer becomes es-

1 ;Jecially critical this year, Carl-
l son emphasized. · 
j Contouring helps to conserve 1 

I 30il and water because every row 

I and every tillage mark running 
.1round the hill acts as a little dam 
to hold water and to slow dQwn 
runoff. 

Carlson pointed out that .studies 
in Iowa show that averag·e runoff 
losses are 17 to 20 per cent of 
the annual precipitation. Results 
from tests on corn land show that 
contouri~ can cut runoff losses 
up to 50 per cent. This adds up 

I to 2 to 3 inches of extra soil mois­
. ture for crop use. 

A fiv·e-year study of crop yields ! 
.on 260 Iowa farms has shown 
marked increases from contour 
farming even in years of normal 
soil moisture reserves. Corn 
yields were increased 7.3 bushels 
per acre because stands were bet­
ter and there was more water 
for plant use. In years of low 
moisture reserves, even more sig­
nificant yield increases can be 
expected, Carlson pointed out. In­
creases of over 15 bushels per 
acre were reported in 1963 - a 
relatively favorable crop year. 

Contouring is a simple, low 
cost conservation practice. It is a 
basic practice and often the first 
step in developing a soil and wat­
er management program, Carlson 
added. 

Farmers who are interested iri l 
trying contouring this year and ' 
who would like help in laying 
out contour lines should contact 
the Soil Conservation Service of­
fice at an early date, Carlson 
said . 
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1 Linda Erickson Is 
Runner-Up in Pork 
Queen District Event 

Linda Erickson of Manchester 
was selected as a runner-up in a 
district Pork Que·en contest which 
was held at the fairgrounds in De­
corah last Thursday evening. 

Miss Erickson was one of five 
entries in the district contest at 
a Pork Appreciation Day program 
co-sponsored by the Iowa Pork 
P roducer's association, I o w a 
P orkettes, Consumer's Coopera­
tive Association and Farm Best, I 
and the extension service of Iowa 
State university. 

Marcia Chrystal of Manchester 1 
was alSo a pork queen candwate 
from Delaware county in the dis­
trict contest. Marcia and Linda 
were sponsored by the Delaware I 
County Swine Producer's associa­
tion . 
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Development Of Ponds, lakes 
Awaits Erosion Control Work 

Public demand for outdoor rec­
reation has been growing rapidly 
throughout the nation. Greater 
numbers of people with increased 
~eisure time and mobility have 
over-taxed the capacity of avail­
lble facilities. 

Northeast Iowa, along with 
many other areas, has witnessed 
:1 tremendous increase in such in­
terest in the last couple of years, 
according to George Carlson, U.S. 
Soil Conservation service, assist­
ing the Delaware County Soil 
Conservation district. 

Interest in development of wat­
er-oriented recreation facilities 
seems especially strong at the 
present time, Carlson not~d. 
Throughout the area there is ap­
parently considerable agitation to 
encourage both public and pri­
vate development of sizeable arti­
ficial lakes and ponds. 

"Our county, because of its lo­
cation near several large metro­
politan areas, is in a favorable 
spot to capitalize upon this cur­
rent and growing interest," Carl­
s-on said. 

"Most authorities agree that it 
will be impossible for public agen­
cies to meet this growing demand 
by public developments or en­
largement of state and :ocal gov­
ernment facilities. Both the U.S.­
D.A. and our local Soil Conserva­
tion district have recognized in­
come-producing recreation as a 
possible and desirable alternate 
land use. 

"In the past two years, we have 
received a considerable number 
of requests for assistance from 
land owners who wish to explore 
the possibilities of construction of 

artificial lakes on their proper-, in the backwaters near Tirri!l 
ties," Carlson said. park in Manchester, or at the up-

"Preliminary investigation of per part of the lake at Forestville 
these requests has not presented I to recognize the nature of the 
an -encouraging picture. Al- problem." 
though many of the proposed lake It is because of this problem 
sites were desirable from the that establishment of conserva­
standpoint of topography, loca- tion practices for watershed pro­
lion, and water supply, it has been tection has been made a pre-re­
necessary to discourage further quisite for federal assistance unci­
development due to the very er the Small Watershed program. 
short life expectancy of the pro- "Until such time as more pro-
posed lake," Carlson said. gress js made with establishment 

In actual fact, a structure de- of needed conservation-erosion 
~igned to dam up a stream or control practices in our county, 
drainage-way to create a pond or we must resign ourselves to little 
lake, also serves as an effective progress in the development of 
''silt-trap" to stop much of the new water recreation areas and 
sand and soil that normally would to further deterioration of exist­
be carried downstream, Carlson ing facilities. This is one more 
pointed out. "One has only to ob- example where conservation af­
-;erve the silting that has taken fects all of us - rural and urban 
place in recent years on the upper alike," Carlson concluded. 
·end of the lake above Delhi dam; 
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I Record Erosion Control 
Work Completed in 1964 

1964 was a record year in Dela­
ware county for farmer interest 
in construction of erosion control 
structures, according to George 
Carlson of the U. S. Soil Conser­
vation Service. 

During the summer and fall of 
1964 ten grade stabilization struc­
tures were installed on eight dif­
ferent farms, Carlson said. Con-

will be available this year under 
the 1965 A CP program. 

"We would advise farmers who 
are interested in this type of prac-­
tice, to make application at the 
ASCS office at an -early date,' ' 
chairman Donald Eibey said. ' •"Y;; 
can then allocate necessary f. nds J 

and arrange for SCS surveys and 
design." 

l3truction work on other projects .L----==-==---~~---­
was halted by freeze up in early 
December. Work on these projects 
will be resumed in the spring, 
Carlson pointed out. 

The structures varied in size 
and cost depending on the size of 
the watershed and the nature of 
the erosion problem needing con­
trol. The smallest structure was 
a low reinforced concrete "toe­
wall" used to stabilize the lower 
end of a waterway with a drain­
age area of about 25 acres 

Toewall structures of various 
sizes were constructed by Gordon 
Mattice in Delaware township 
(two structures), Willard Robin­
son in Adams township, Gordon 
Keith in Union township, and 
Harl Johnston in Union township 
(two structures). 

The largest concrete structure 
installed is on the farm of Earl 
Sadler in North Fork township. 
This large box inlet drop spill­
way required nearly 30 cubic 
yards of concrete and will be used 
to stabilize an 8- to 10-foot gully 
at the lower ·end of a 600-acre 1 

watershed. 
Earth fill dams with hooded 

pipe drop inlets were installed by 
Harold Nelson, Hopkinton, and 
by Frank Funke, Greeley, to con­
trol deep active gullies. An earth 
fill pipe drop spillway using 36-
and 48-inch pipe were ipstalled 
on the Glenn Barr farm in Honey 
Creek township. 

Installation costs of these ero­
sion control structures were shar­
ed by the farmer and the federal 
government under the ACP pro­
gram, administered by the Dela­
ware County ASCS county com­
mittee with engineering survey 
and design provided by the Soil 
Conserv;ation Service, covperating 
with the Delaware County Soil 
Conservation district, C a r l s o n 1 
pointed out. i 

The ASCS county committee 
has announced that cost sharing 
for gully control, erosion control 
dams, and waterway construction 
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See Quarter Million Dollar Income 
Opportunity in Pasture Improvement 

Delaware county farmers are tinued cropping of these soils. to carry out these pasture prac­
taking another look at their per-\ These areas are finding a produc- tices this year. 

. . According to an estimate made 
ma~e~t pastures and many are hve use as Improved pasture. . in 1964, approximately 2,500 acres 
reahzmg that these areas need Because much of the land m of permanent pasture in Delaware 
not be just "other land," accord- pasture, as well as steep cropland., county ~as been reworked and :e­
ing to George Carlson of the U.S. bemg sh1fted to pasture, needs seeded m recent years. A consid-
Soil Conservation Service. I establishment or improvement of erable amount of this area is now 

. . . · in need of treatment to assure 
"If we paid as much attenhon grass cover to reduce soil and wa-1 continued stands and production, 

to the Improvement and manage- ter losses, Federal-Cost Sharing I Carlson pointed out. 
ment of these pasture areas as we is made available to cooperating "We would suggest that farmers 
do our corn crop, .much of our farmers under the ACP program 1 obtain soil samples on these areas 
pasture could provide a net re- administered by the county ASCS t and make the recommended fer­
turn that v.:ould compare very fa- Committee, Carlson added. Don-! tilizer applications this year. Im­
vorably With the :eturns from ald Eibey, ASCS committee chair-~ proved pasture should receive no 
other crops - especiallr, on some man, indicated that to date 14 less attention than we give our 
of. our rougher land, Carlson farmers have indicated intentions other crops" Carlson concluded. 
said. • 

Analysis of cost return informa­
tion by the S.C.S., as well as actu­
al farmer experience, indicates 
that much unimproved pasture is 
returning only about $5.25 per 
acre (before d e d u c t i n g land 
charges) at present 1 i v e s to c k 
prices, Carlson pointed out. On 
the other hand a return over im­
provement and maintenance costs 
of about $24.50 per acre on well 
managed improved pasture is not 
unusual - and increases of more 
than double this amount have 
been reported. 

"When we realize that we have 
nearly 45,000 acres of so-called 
permanent pasture in our county 
- an area equal to about ll!s 
townships - it is not difficult to 
become impressed with the im­
pact that improvement of this 
area would have on the farm in­
come in our community. Even if 
improvement was completed on I 
only one-fourth of our pasture 
area, nearly a quarter million dol­
lar increase in annual farm in- 1 

come could be realized in Dela­
ware county," Carlson emphasiz­
ed. 

It is true that a considerable 
amount of our wetland pasture 
can and will eventually be con­
verted to cropland, Carlson said. 
At the. same time a rather size­
able area of land once cropped is 
being shifted to permanent or 
semi-permanent grassland. With 
the increase in larger farm ma­
chinery, farmers with steeper, 
irregular ·slopes and difficult 
fields are finding that expected 
grain yields will not justify con- . 



Annual Soil Conservation ~ 
Poster~ · Essay Contests 

An annual Soil Conservation 
poster and essay contest for all 

. elementary school pupils in Del-
aware county was announced this 

I week by Donald Eibey, chairman 
of the Delaware County Soil Con­

. servation district. 
The purpose of the contest, Ei­

bey said, is to promote an interest 
.;;..; in the study of conservation in 

the schools and to emphasize the 
importance of preserving soil and 

· water resources. 
Cash awards in each of the four 

1 divisions of the contest will be as 
follows: first, $10; second, $5 ; 
third, $2, and fourth through 
sixth, $1 each; 

Divisions I and II will be pos­
ter contests, with competition by 
class rather than by the individual 

, student. Division I is for kinder­
garten . children and Division II 
for first through third grades. 

P osters may be prepared as 
group projects, or if prepared by 
an individual pupil, may be se­

. lected and submitted to represent 
the class. The limit is one entry 
from each class. 

Divisions III and IV are essay 
contests with competition for in­
dividual pupils and awards to the 

' individual winners. Division III 
is for fourth through sixth grad­
ers, and Division IV for seventh 
and eighth graders. 

Essays should be about 500 i 
words in length, typewritten or : 
written in ink on one side of the i 
paper. The theme should be on 
the importance of soil and water 
conservation and its possible ef­
fects on the community and/or 
the future well being of all. 

Awards in all divisions will be ' 
based on originality, neatness and 
accuracy. All entries must be sub- · 
mitted to the Soil Conservation 
district office in Manchester on or 
before March 22. Entries should ' 
be properly identified on a cover .. 
sheet showing the name of the · 
school and grade, and the name 
and age of the studen t. 

Awards will be announced by 
May 1. All entries may be re- : 
claimed by calling at the district ; 
office before Sept. 1. However, lt I 
is the desire of the commissioners 1 
to publicly display entries either . 
Soil Conservation Week or at the r 

Delaware County Fair in July. 
Commissioners encourage par 

ticipation in the contest, and they ' 
suggest the project could be work- ' 
ed into the regular classroom · 
work, art studies, science, theme 
assignments, etc. 

Questions should be directed to 
the Delaware County Soil Conser- 1 

vation district office in Manches­
ter. 

· .. -



Rotariai/{(JView Soil 
Conservation Work 

The Manchester Rotary club 1-==============----=­
took sack lunches aboard a school 
bus Monday noon and toured con-
servation practices in the Delhi 
area. Transportation and a coffee 
stop were provided by the Dela-
ware County Soil District com-
missioners. 

Commentary during the tour 
was provided by George Carlson, 
Soil Conservation Service farm 
planner. Accompanying the Ro­
tarians were district committee­
rr.en Don Eibey, Verne Hermann 1 

I and Maurice Minor. A.S.C. com­
mitteemen Harry Sullivan, Paul 
Kramer, and office manager Bill 
Beddow were also present. 

Guests on the trip were the 
county's International Farm 
Youth exchangees: Ram Thakur, 
Nepal, and Marcos Vivas, Vene­
zuela. 

Carlson explained that 575 
farms are now cooperatin~ in 
programs. 

"Delaware county has a com­
plex situation due to various soils 
and different terrains," Carlson 
stated. He added that 1,500 gully 
control structures are needed in 
the county. Presently the county 
has only 17 "major" farm ponds. 

1 He termed major ponds those 
with eight feet or more of water 
in one-fourth of the pond area. 
These, due to depth, support fish 
life and do not offer the problem 
of algae or plant life. 

The only stop on the bus trip 
was made at the Earl Sadler farm 
where a waterway construction 
project and a retention dam were 
viewed. Coffee and donuts were 
served at this stop. 

View Conservation Structures 

From the bus the club viewed 
strip cropping on the Lawrence 
Feldman farm; a waterway and 
dam built in cooperation with 
~ounty road construction on the 
Harold Reth farm; a complete sotl 
~onservation farm plan including 
sod waterways, contouring, and 
strip cropping on the Harold Nie­
man farm, and a farm pond for 
?rosion control and recreation on 
the former Batchelder farm now 
Jwned by Harold Nieman. 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION work in Delaware county was viewed by Rotarians 
during a bus tour last Monday afternoon. Roger Mcintosh and Dr . Orville Schmitz (right) 
arc pictured looking over waterway construction and retention rlam on the Earl Sadler farm. 

Plans for a Mississippi river 
boat trip during the traditional 
"leaf show" were annou a 
the Rotary meeting "on wheels." 
The excursion and picnic were 
announced for Sunday, Sept. 26. 

Club president Stuart Charlton 
urged members to attend an in­
ter-club meeting in Iowa City I 
Thursday, Sept. 30, when the In­
ternational President of Rotary 
will appear. I 

Club members making the bus 

I trip were unload~d at the <:ity of- 1 

Eice to cast the1r votes m the 
!school election. 
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112 Acres Acquired in 1964 by County 
Conservation Board; Total Acreage 580 
-----------------~--------L-__ 

Silver Lake Park 
Turned Over To 
County by State 

The Delaware County Conser­
vation board added 112 acres to 
its holdings in 1964, bringing the 
total to 580 acres in parks, wild­
life refuges and stream access 
areas available to the public for 
outdoor recreation. 

The new acquisitions included 
35 acres of land given to the Con­
servation board, and 77 acres pur­
chased by the board. 

The S tate Conservation Com­
mission turned over to the county 
board the 13-acre Silver Lake 
park at Delhi, and the Ed Kuhl­
mans donated 22 acres in Coffin's 
Grove township about 4 miles 
west of Manchester. 

The County board bought 35 
acres of land adjoining the Turtle 
Creek park from the Ray Ham­
blin estate for $800, and an addi­
tional 42% acres from Mr. and 
Mrs. Dan Rose for $1,700. The 

1 Rose land is on the "Table Rock" 

I and "Hard Scrabble" road south 
of Hop kinton along the Maquo­

' keta river and will be known as 
Hard Scrabble park. 

In an ann ual report, the board 
observed that some of the 580 
acres now owned by the county 
board has not been developed as 
yet, since the board has given 
land acquisition top priority in 
these early years of developing 
outdoor r e creation facilities 
through the County Conservation 
board 

Total expenses for operation of 
j oo din 1964 were $13,833.Tl. 
Receipts included $10,953.54 from 
taxation, $113.57 from the Hop­
kinton Sportsman's Club, $504.48 
from the sale of w ood, logs and 
oil stoves, and a balance of $3,-
749.36 carried over from the pre­
vious year. 

Total receipts were $15,320.95 ..r 
and the balance on hand J~: 1, 
1965, was $1,487.18. / 

The board is asking for tax 
funds of $12,000 for 1965, about 
$1,000 more than the request for 
1964, bu t due to an increase in 
taxable valuation the mill levy 
will remain about the same, 
slightly over one-fourth mill. 

The tax represents an invest­
ment of about 70 cents per per­
son by Delaware county residents 
in the County Conservation board 
and its system of parks, roadside 
parks, river access areas and wild­
life refuges. 

Officers and members of the 
County Conservation board for 
1965 are as follows: T. Lyle Jo­
seph, chairman; Ronald Baum­
gartner, vice chairman; Frank 
Boss, secretary, and Earl Colvin 
and Clifton Klaus. Officers in 
1964 were Colvin, chairman ; 
Klaus, vice chairman, and Boss, 
secretary, with Joseph and Baum­
gartner as members. 

The board members serve with­
out pay, and in all the years they 
have served they have never sub­
mitted a bill for mileage or ex­
penses. Lyle Retz serves as ex­
ecutive secretary to the board. 

An estimated 5,000 persons v is­
ited the Fountain Spring park 
northeast of Greeley in 1964, and 
lesser n umbers vi s i t e d othe r 
parks. The Manchester riding club 
held several rides in the county 
park areas, and the Archery club 
held shoots in Milo Township For ­
est, where they maintain a field 
range. 

Developmental work in the 
county parks included tree and 
brush removal in the Turtle Creek 
and Fountain Spring parks, wing 

, dam repair and stream improve­
ment work at Fountain Spring, 
and preparation for a camp and 

l picnic area at Turtle Creek w est 
I of the Turtle Creek bridge on the 
Maquoketa river. Two new wing 
dams were constructed at Foun­
tain Sprin g park. 

Other maintenance work in­
cluded mowing, and repair and 
pain ting of picnic tables and toi­
lets in the county parks. 

New toilets were built at Foun­
tain Spring park, at the east end 
of Ellis park, a part of the Foun­
tain Spring park, and at a road­
side park south of Delhi. 

A toilet and shelter house were 
constructed at Dunlap park south 
of Hopkinton. The Hopkinton 
Sportsman's club participated in 
the cost of the shelter house with 

I a donation of $113.57. 
Roads at Fountain Spring, Tur­

tel Creek, North Bailey's Ford 
\'-'v ... ..,., _ .......... - -~ - .... _. • 

and Milo Township Forest were 
rocked. 

Fence was repaired and con­
structed at Turtle Creek, Hard 
Scrabble park and the Coffins 

\
' Grove Township park donated by 
the Kuhlmans. The Masonv1lle 
grange helped clear brush and 
burn trash and dead trees on the 
Coffins Grove Township property. 

In addition to lands purchased 
during the year, the boar~ bought 
the McDowell garage m Man­
chester from the Methodist churc~ 
and had it moved to the board s 
S. Tama street headquarters for 
use as an equipment garage. To­
tal cost :ncluded the $350 pur ­
chase price plus $400 for movmg 
the building and $113.50 for con-
crete. 

0 th e r equipment purchases 
during the year included a used 
tractor with loader and mower, 
a power mower,. a two-wheel 
trailer, and a cham saw. 

Six fireplaces were purcha~ed 
at a cost of $13.75 each and m ­
stalled in various parks. 

/ 



Soil Conservation· 
Speaking Contest 



Maurice Minor and Harold Nie­
m an, are also active. Monthly 
m eetings are held to review re­
q uests for conservation programs. 

George A. Carls·on, local work 
unit conservationist, develops pro­
gram s approved by the commit­
tee. 

E ibey indicated that tours will 
be arranged at a later date to 
show the public conservation 
practices now in effect in the 
c:mnty. 

Steve Zumbaeh presented his 
winning speech "How Soil and 
Water Conservation Affects My 
Future." The young speaker term­
ed soil conservation "a God-giv­
en responsibility." 

"Man was put on earth to take 
care of n ature's assets. Man has 
foresaken his vesponsibility," 

I Zumbach warned. He indicated 

I that care must be · taken to con­
·erve for the future, and the suc­
roess will determine whether we 
have a world of peace and pros­
perity or a corruption. 

Youth m ay assist in conserva­
tion p ractices in the following 
manner, Zumbach pointed out: 1. 
Create interest in consErvation; 
2. encourage parents to partici­
pat<.'; 3. Urge urban residents to 
conserve and save rivers; 4. help 
preven t stripping of forest lands, 
and 5. encourage land·owners to 
deve'op their own conservation 
p lans. 

Eibey and Zumbach were intra- 1 
duced by Bob Heiderstadt, month­
ly program chairman. 

Marvin Meyer, a Dubuque Ro­
I~;~an, was a guest of the meet- ~ 
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M. Irene Robinson 
To Attend Teacher 
Conservation Camp 

Currently enrolled at Iowa 
Teachers Conservation camp at 
Springbrook state park, Guthrie 
Center, is M. Irene Robinson of 
Ryan. Her attendance at the camp 
was made possible through a spe­
cial scholarship granted by Dela­
ware County Soil Conservation 
District. 

Miss Robinson is a teacher at 
West Delaware, Ryan. She, along 
with approximately 150 other stu­
d·ents from all parts of Iowa, will 
spend three weeks under the di- .

1 rection of th'e most qualified con­
servation experts in Iowa. By I 
traveling over 1,000 miles during j 
a three-week session, she will 
gain first hand knowledge of a I 
difficult subject - the preserva-
tion of mankind's home. 1i 

The camp, jointly sponsored by ' 
the State Conservation Commis­
sion, State College of Iowa and 
the Department of Public Instruc­
tion is in its '16th annual session. 
Iowa Teachers Conservation camp 
has been held at the group camp 
at Springbrook state park since 
1949. It is the oldest continuing 
school of its kind in the United 
States. 
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- Teach amp 
On Conservation 

2 To Open June 6 

• • • • • • • • • • • The Delaware County Soil Con- e 
r servation district announces that a • 

22nd annual Iowa Teachers' Con- • 
servation camp will be held at : 

Y Springbrook state park, June 6 • 
·· through Aug. 7. e 
d The park is located seven miles e 

north of Guthrie Center and will • 
serve as an outdoor laboratory for • 
teachers interested in furthering : 
their knowledge of conservation. • 

Both graduate and undergraduate e 
students may earn three semester • 
hours of on-campus credit by staying • • six weeks for both courses. • 

Biology courses will be available • 
on forest resources, ecology, fish • 
wildlife management, rocks and e 
minerals, soil and land manage- • 
ment and water conservation. • 
Te~chers will reside in dormi- : 

tortes at the new ConservationEdu- • 
cationar Center. They will have an • 
opportunity to view conservation e 

, practices in action in various areas • • 1 of Iowa. • 
Anyone wishing further informa- • 

tion may contacttheDelawareCoun- • 
ty Soil Conservation district office 
at 721 s. Fifth street, Manchester, 
phone 927-4590, or Bernard Clau­
sen, Biology Department, University 
of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls. 

• • • f 
f 

.. 
Offer Scholarships 
To Iowa Teachers 
Conservation Camp 

Tuition scholarships to an annual 
Iowa Teachers Conservation camp 
are available to two Delaware coun­
ty teachers. 

The Delaware County SoU Con­
servation district in cooperation 
with the Delaware County Fish and 
Game club is providing the tuition 
scholarships. Some scholarship as­
sistance is also available from other 
sources. 

The camp will be at Springbrook 
state park in three sessions, June 7 
through Aug. 8. The park seven miles 
north of Guthrie Center will serve 
as an outdoor laboratory for teach­
ers interested in furthering their 
knowledge of conservation. 

Graduate and under-graduate stu­
dents may earn three semester 
hours of on-campus credit during 
each of the three weeks sessions. 
Six hours of credit may be earned 
by staying six we e k s for both 
courses. The two courses are ac­
ceptable as natural science re­
quirements for certification. 

The courses and dates offered 
are: Iowa Conservation Problems 
n, Biology 105, June 7 to June 27; 
Iowa Conservation Problems I, Bi­
ology 104, June 28 to July 18; Iowa 
Conservation Problems ll, Biology 
105, July 19 to Aug. 8. 

One course stresses forest re­
sources, ecology, and fish and wild­
life management. The other stresses 
rocks and minerals, soil and land 
management, and water conserva­
tion • 

Students will stay in cabins at 
the group camp in the park, with 
meals provided. Recreation includes 
fishing, swimming and hiking • 

During one course students will 
travel about 1,000 miles to various 
areas of Iowa for a view of conser­
vation practices in action. Much 
of the work is in the field. 

Interested persons may contact 
the Delaware County Soil Conserva­
tion office at 721 S. Fifth street, 
Manchester, phone 927-4590,orMr. 
Bernard Clausen, Director ITCC, 
Biology Dept., University of North­
ern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613. 
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1 Citizens Urged 

To Learn Soil, 

Water Conserving 
Next week - June 20 through 

27 - is Soil and Water Conser­
vation week in Iowa. During this 
week a special effort will be 
made to inform Iowans as to the 
importance of conserving the soil. 

In the official proclamattion is­
sued by Govorner Hughes recent­
ly, all organizations and citizens 
were urged to place even greater 
emphasis on the importance of 
conserving our soil and water re­
sources. 

The governor pointed out that 
the development of Iowa land 
and water resources through soil 
and water conservation, flood 
prevention, and wise land use, 1s 
essential to maintain agricultural 
income and protect the economy 
and tax base of Iowa. 

Donald Eibey, chairman of the 
Delaware County Soil Conserva­
tion District commissioners, ex-

1 pressed the hope that all Dela­
ware county citizens - both ru­
ral and urban- would join with 
others throughout the state to 
give special attention to conser­
vation during this annual observ­
ance. 
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Delaware County 
Watershed Study 
Being Conducted 

Chairman Donald Eibey of the 
Delaware County Soil Conserva­
tion district announced this "V\'eek 
that agencies of the U. S. Depart­
men t of Agriculture are making 
3. joint study of the watershed 
::>roblems and project needs of all 
~ounties in the state. 
I According to Eibey, interested 
r,tate and county, and other fed-

~ral agencies and groups have 
r een invited to participate and 

ssist in assembly of data, prob­
lems and needs to complete the 
study. 

e The Soil Conservation Service 
; has been assigned leadership in 

assembly of data and the com­
- pilation of the county and state 
s report, -according to George Carl­
~ son, local S.C.S. soil conservation-

ist. 
Carlson says the objectives of 

h this study are to: 
n 1. Determine the extent and 

eriousness of floodwater damage, 
ediment problems, water quali­

ty, water based recreation needs, 
farm drainage needs, rural and 
municipal water supply, and fish 

' and wildlife development needs, 
in all watersheds of the state, 
,county by county, which have a 
potential and a possibility of be-

- ing solved by projects now au­
thorized by Public Law 566. 

2. To provide data on these 
same problems now needed for 

s the comprehensive river basin 
study now under way in the Up­
per Mississippi river and Missouri 
river basin states. These river ba­

- sin surveys are under the leader­
r ship of the Corps of Army Engi­
f neers with other departments of 
I government and the states assist­

s ling. 
·n Carlson indicated that the local 

_ study would involve, initially, the 
analysis of the problems and 
needs on approximately 30 water-

e sheds, sub-watersheds and por­
tions of watersheds extending in-
to adjacent counties. 1 

Increasing population and wa-
e ter demands have brought about 

0 _ an ever increasing concern for 
0 _ protection and development and 
a- use of water from all parts of the 

nation, Carlson added. 

s-
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Water Conserving i~~ 
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Practices in ACP a 

_· M_ar_ch_25'_19_65 Jlisted by Officials r: 
Farmers who are gearing up for tr; 

springtime operations were urged ~e. 
today to include conservation in l s. 
their plans and thinking. eJ 

Donald Eibey, chairman of the sh 
Delaware County ASC commit­
tee, reminded farmers that those ha 
who need some particular conser- a~ 
vation proj€ct on their land this Pl 
year and who have not already re 
done so are invited to discuss so 
their plans with the ASC county is· 
committee. 

Cost-sharing assistance through th 
t h e Agricultural Conservation 
Program (ACP) may still be 
available for needed conservation 
work. 

Now is a good time to plan and 
carry out needed conservation, 
the chairman declared. Many aJ 
farmers this spring are setting ir 
aside land for a conserving use 'c< 
under the feed grain program. 
Conservation work of a mechani­
cal or construction type can most 
easily be done while the land is 
out of production. 

Springtime also in many areas 
is "rain time," Elbey said. It is 
therefore the season when ACP 
w a t e r-conserving and erosion­
prevention practices really per­
form - helping to get the water 1 
into the soil to help drought-proof j 
the land for the summer. j· 

Water - conserving practices 1 

available for ACP assistance in 
Delaware county include: terrac­
es, contouring, strip cropping, 

[livestock ponds, erosion control 
dams, sod waterways and tree 
planting. 

The chairman points out that 
the time-tested Agricultural Con­
servation program is one of the 1 
nation's oldest farm-action pro­
grams. It is now in its 30th pro­
gram year of continuous opera­
tion. 

Each year it encourages and as­
sists in completing additional con­
servation of soil, water, grass, 
woods, and wildlife on more than 
a million farms and ranches. The 
farmer and the public match 
funds in bearing the cost of carry­
ing out the practice. 
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y New Storage-Type Terrae~ 
-Helps With 'Problem Field' 

Wilmer Robinson, who farms 200 said. • 'I can now use Atrazine for 
acres southeast of Earlville is quack control without the severe 
pioneering in the application of new erosion problem caused bydestruc­
type conservation practices. tion of grassed waterways. "Also 

Robinson had one twenty-acre- the progressive levelingoftheareas 
"problem field" consisting of between terraces should make this 
Fayette silt loam with slopes of field a lot more farmable in the 
7 to 20 per cent on very irregular future," Robinson added. 
topography. He had been consider- According to Carlson, a similar 
ing construction of terraces for installation was completed by Clair 
erosion control for several years. Eggiman on his farm near Hopkin­
The development of new type ter- ton last fall. 
races by the Soil Conservation Ser- "It is appropriate that we give 
vice promised the possibility of special recognition during Soil Con­
solution to several problems that servation Week to these conserva- ( 
existed on this field. tion pioneers," Carlson said. 

In 1966 Robinson contacted the "The recent heavy rains and 
Soil Conservation Service and a severe erosion throughout much of 
complete system of terraces was the state emphasizes the critical 
designed by Merle Fender, engin- need for a speed up in application 
eering technician from the S.C.S. of erosion practices. Men like 
staff. Robinson and Eggiman are leading 

The system as designed consisted the way," Carlson concluded. 
of 2,700 feet of parrallel seeded 
backslope terraces with an under-
ground outlet system. 

According to George Carlson, lo­
~al s.c.s. Conservationist, the idea 
:>f parrallelterraces has been incor-
porated in design for several years. 
However, the idea of storage type 

• terraces with underground outlets 
- and seeded backslopes on steeper 
r slopes is a relatively new develop­
- ment, Carlson said. 
e The use of larger farm equipment 
e made it essential that terrace 
e systems be made "farmable" and at 
N the same time the widespread trend 
s toward more intensive cropping has 
m emphasized the importance of more 

effective erosion control practices, 
te Carlson added. 
,. Robinson's installation was de­
- finitEily a "do-it-yourself" project. 
•f The actual terrace construction as 
s well as the tile outlet system was j 

completed by Robinson with his own 
equipment. 

The use of tile for the terrace 
• outlets and the elimination of nu-
• merous grassed waterways is one 
Y feature that Robinson feels of major 
e importance. 
f "I have a severe quack grass 
, proQlem on this field," Robinson Conservation · Pioneer 

WILMER ROBINSON, who farms southeast of Earlville, is pictured on a "problem field" where he has 
pioneered in the use of a new conservation practice. Robinson used seeded backslope terraces with un­
derground outlets and seeded backslopes on steeper grades. 



Manchester, De I aware County, Iowa, 5205 7~ Monday, September 2, 1968 No. 1975 

County Extension Service Golden 
, Anniversary Banquet Attracts 300 

County Agents 
Of Past Recall 
Early Years 

A Golden Anniversary banquet of 
th.e Delaware county extension ser­
vice here Thursdayeventngfeatured 
reminiscences by former extension 
directors of their days in Delaware 
county. 

About 300 attended the event in 
St. Mary's hall, enjoying a beef 
dinner, recollections, and appropri­
ate home talent entertainment by the 
Everready Four quartetfrom Coles­
burg. 

Four 4-H'ers helped stir a flood 
of memories for many in the audi­
ence as they modeled girls' 4-H 
uniforms. Linda Ham wore the offi­
cial dress used fro~ 1924 to 1949, 
Donna Durey the dress used from 
1950 to 1957, Lois Wendt the dress 
from 1958 to 1968, and Linda Pet­
ton the new 1968 dress. 

Capping the program was a talk 
by Dr. Marvin A. Anderson, dean of 
university extension, IowaStateuni­
versity, Ames, and director of co­
operative extension. 

Paul Burson, extension director 
here from 1928 to 1931, recalled that 
when he came to Delaware county 
Oct. 1 forty years ago he was the 
youngest county agent in Iowa and 
unmarried. 

His pay was $1,800 a year, but 
due to a shortage of funds, he' re­
ceived only $50 a month for the first 
three months. "It was a little rough 
go," he recalled. "J. M. Jones 
trusted me on gas," and oth_ers 
extended credit. ''When I caught 
up and got my bills paid, the bank 
closed the next day. Those were 
the times." 

,Burson said, "We had a bunch of 
good leaders. They were scrappers 
- had to be to keep things going. 
We had a budget of about $4,200 
and that was supposed to pay every­
thing." 

The number one priority project 
in those days was to raise money 
to carry on the program, he re­
called. Jie said Mrs. Paul Munson, 
Lloyd Robinson, Joe Hermann and 
Ralph Childs were the adults who 
gave leadership to 4-H work. 

"We didn't have many calves in 
the county the fall before," he said, 
"so we had a project for calves. 
We didn't ask any questions - if 
he was black, he was an Angus," 
The project stimulated the 4-H'ers 
to acquire better calves, he noted. 

Burson recalled general agricul­
ture projects which included lime­
stone trains and fert111zer trials, 

"The philosophy was that if you 
can develop a good strong program, 
it will stand anything - drought, 
crop failure, depression. 

"You who were here when I was 
here, I want to tell you -you did 
a real job of leadership," Burson 
said. 

Kermith s. Huehn, county agent 
from 1931 to 1937, said, "Paul built 
a good organization, but he left me 
with a budget deficit. Rube Hockaday 
was my right-hand man when it came 
to getting our full appropriation. 

"I started at $150 a month, then 
things went bad. I either had to 
have my salary lowered or drive 
for nothing. I was getting 5 cents 
a mile. I chose to drive for nothing. 
It didn't last too long." 

Huehn said, "You didn't have to 
go very far to sell 4-H. It sold 
itself." 

He recalled his work in selUng 
farmers on the value of REA to 
bring electricity to their farms. 

In 1933 A.A.A. came onthescene. 
"That was a headache," he com­
mented. "We had to hustle up com­
mittees and have meetings. We would 

, have two meetings in the morning, 
two in the afternoon and one in the 
evening, Farmers were supposed 
to plow the corn under and kill the 
pigs." 

Huehn recalled · that it seemed 
his office hours started at 6 a.m. 
and ended at 2 a.m. the next morn­
ing. Sometimes he would have call­
ers at 2 o'clock or 3 o'clock in the 
morning. A farmer who had a load 
of cattle tested (for bovine TV) 
would wake him up to say he needed 
a permit to cross the county line 
en route to Dubuque. 

An outstanding part of his ex­
perience here, he said, was the 
cooperation of businessmen in Man­
chester and the surrounding com­
munities. ''This is really a golden 
memory I hold from my days here," 
he commented, 

Bill Diamond, extension director 
in 1942 and 1943, said, "The main 
reason I wanted to ~orne back was to 
say thank you to you good people of 
Delaware county for providing one 
of the rungs on my ladder.'' 

He recalled the cordial reception 
given him when he came to Man­
chester after Ed Molln was called 

(continued on page 2) 

Extension Service Reception 
A RECEPTION was held Thursday afternoon at the Delaware county farm extension office in Manchester 
for former county residents in town to attend the 5oth anniversary banquet of the extension service. Pic­
tured are (from left): Kermith Huehn, Delaware county extension agent from 1931-37 and now county school 
superintendent at Eldora; Arnold Brandt of rural Dysart, Delaware county corn huskiu'g champion from 
1931-40 with the exception of one year; and Rich Mawe, anniversary banqu:::t master of ceremonies. 

Banquet Crowd 
SOME OF THE 300 PERSONS who attended an Extension Golden Anniversary banquet here last Thursday 
are pictured at the event in st. Mary's hall. 

~-----~--~------~~ 
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' 1 STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COM-
tMITTEE OF IOWA --NOTICE OF ELEC­
«<ON or COMMISSIONER FOR THE 
i>ELAW.\RE COUNTY SOIL CONSERVA­
trJON DISTRICT, EMBRACING LANDS 
~YING IN THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE 
fN THE STATE OF IOWA: 
• To all owners and/ or operators of lands 
~1)1ng within the Delaware County Soil 
~onservation District, comprising the ter­
~tory described as follows: 

l All land lying within the boundaries 
of Delaware County, Iowa, exclusive 
of incorporated clUes and towns. t Notice is hereby given that on the 11th 

~day of September, 1968, between the lhours of 6:00 P.M., and 8:30 P.M., an 
election will be held for the election of 

1a commissioner for the Delaware County 
•Soil ConservatiOn ·District. f All owners and/or operators of lands !lying within the· above mentioned terri­
tory are eligible to vote. 
· Polling places for the election are as 
follows: Exhibit Hall, Delaware County 
Fairgrounds, Manchester, Iowa. 

r Eligible voters residing within the dis­
• trlct shall cast their ballots at one of 
r the polllng places. Eligible voters not 
: residing within the district, or who wtll 
, be absent from the district on the day of 
relecUon, may apply in person or in wrtt­
' lnc to the County Auditor at Manchester, 
~~~. for "absentee ballots". Each appll­
t .Cant for an absentee ballot shall state his 
~name, residence, location, and acreage 
, of land owned or possessed, and interest 
therein. 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
COMMITTEE 

By M. Wayne Casey, Chairman 
DR75-w2 

1 
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Min or Re-Appointed 
As Assistant District 
Soil Commissioner 

Maurice Minor of Manchester has 
been re-appointed as assistant com­
missioner of the Delaware County 
Soil Conservation district, according 
to Paul Gienapp, district chairman. 

Minor has been a district cooper­
ator since 1955 and has served as a 
assistant commissioner since March 
1957. 

He will assist the elected com­
missioners in the administration of 
the district program. In addition to 
Chairman Gienapp those now serving 
as elected Commissioners are Verne 
Hermann an~ He,f PJ'ideg. 

I 
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1 N~west Publication 1 

On Soil Conservation 
Program Available 

Maintaining the capacity of our 
soil to produce food is one of the 
main objectives of a national soil 
conservation program, according to . 
the newest publication of the u.s. 
Soil Conservation Service AlB 321, 
"Our American Land." 

Stopping sediment that is filling 
our streams and reservoirs, plan­
ning for an orderly urban expansion 
and community development, and 
providing new recreational facili­
ties are other objectives. 

The publication points out that 
America's farmers are producing 
food more efficiently than any place 
in the world and because of this we 
have the highest standard of living 
anywhere. But this abundance is not 

• being produced at no cost to the 
land. 

Techniques that increase yield~ 
do not necessarily control erosion. ., 
Much of our high crop production 
comes at a high cost in tons of soil 
washed from the fields. Soil conser­
vation work onthenation'sfarmland 
is only about a third done. And that 
which is already in effect needs 
constant maintenance. artd::Uexibility 
to adapt to changing needs jl.Ild tech- ' 
nology. 

Copies of "Our American Land" 
may be obtained from the Delaware 
County Soil Conservation office on 
W. Fayette street, Manchester. The 
Soil Conservation Service provides 
professional and technical help to 
local landowners and operators in 
the Delaware County oil Conser­
vation District. 



nservation Poster, Essay 1- ~s- ~f 

Contests for School Pupils~ 
A Conservation contest open to will be: first, $7; second, $5; third, ~ 

all schools in Delaware county will $3; fourth and fifth, honorable men-
be sponsored by the Delaware County tlon. 
Soil Conservation district, it was In all divisions entries ·will be 
announced by Paul Gienapp, chair- judged on originality, neatness and 
man. accuracy of information. All entries 

The purpose of the annual contest must be submitted to the SoU Con­
is to promote interest in the study servatlon District office in Man­
of conservation in the schools and to chester on or before March 15, 1968. 
emphasize the importance of con- Entires should beproperlyidentl­
serving soil and water resources. fled on a separate cover sheet show-

The contest is divided into six ing the name and age of the student, 
divisions as follows: Conservation also the name of the school and 
Poster Contest--Division I, kind- grade. 
ergarten and first grade; Division Judges will be selected by the 
II, second and third grades. Delaware County Soil Conservation 

Conservation Essay Contest-- Di- District commissioners and winners 
vision In, fourth grade; DivisioniV, will be announced by May 1. Entries 
fifth grade; Division V, sixth grade; may be reclaimed by Sept. 1 at tb~ 
Division VI, seventh and eighth office, but it is the desire of the 
grades. commissioners to publicly display 

In Divisions I and n, competition entries during Soil Conservation 
will be by class, one entry from a Week or at the Delaware County 
class, and awards to be made to Fair. 
the class. Cash awards in the Post- For additional information con­
er contest will be: first, $5; second, tact the SCS office, telephone 927-
$3; third, $2; fourth and fifth, honor- 4590. 
able mention. --------------

In Divisions m through VI, compe­
tition will be by the individual stu­
dent and awards will be made to the 
individuals. The essays should be 
about 500 words in length, either 
typewritten or in ink, on one side 
of the paper only. The exact title 
should be selected by the student, 
but the subject should be the im­
portance of soil and water conser­
vation and its possible effects on 
C*r community · and our well being. 

Cash aw~rds in the Essay ccntest 



. ~:izes in Soil 
Conservation 
Contest Told 

A local Speech contest on the topic 
"Soil Our Important Legacy" will 
be held in the vocational agriculture 

, building in Manchester, May 15 at 
8 p.m., according to Paul Gienapp, 
chairman of the Delaware County 
Soil Conservation District commis­
sioners. 

Prizes for the local contest will 
be awarded by Federal Land Bank 
association, Sam O'Neal, manager. 

1 Prizes will be $15 for first; $10 
for second and $5 for third. The 

1 winner in the local contest will be 
eligible to compete in a regional 
contest to be held in July. 

Regional and state contests will 
be sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the Iowa Association of Soil Con-

3 servation District Commissioners 
and the Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance , "'" 
company. SPEECH CONTEST 

Winners in the regional contest "Soil our Important Legacy" 
will be awarded prizes of $25, $15 will be' the topic for a 1968 Soil 
and $10 respectively. In the state Conservation Speech contest to be 
contest the first prize will be a sponsored locally by the Delawa_re 
$250 scholarship plus $100 in cash. County Soil conservation d1stnct 
Second prize will be $75 cash and 1. in cooperation with the Federal 
third prize, $50 in cash. 'r Land Bank Association of Man-

Winners of the local, regional and . chester. The contest is open to 
state contests will be announcedim- seventh through twelfth grade stu­
mediately following the contests. dents in the county. 

This is the first year the contest 

~as utilized the topic "Soil, OUr 
Important Legacy." A total of 378 
Iowa youths participated in the 1967 
state-wide contest, which was won 
by Patricia Colvin of Hawkeye. 

The regional and state levels of 
the contest are co-sponsored by the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Iowa Asso­
ciation of Soil ConservationDistrict 

t Commissioners and the Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company, Grin­
nell. 

The winner of local contest will 
advance to the regional competion 
which will be held in July. 

The local contest prizes will be: 
first, $15; second, $10; third, $5. 
The regional contest prizes will 
be: first, $25; second, $15; third, 
$10. 

The state contest will be held 
3 in September t 1968, at the annual 

conference for Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners in Mason 

• City. The first place winner in the 
state contest will receive a $250 
college scholarship and $100 in cash. 
The second and third place awards 
in the state contest will consist of 
$75 and $50 in cash respectively._ 

Anyone interested in entering the 
1968 Soil Conservation Speech con­
test may obtain contest information 
from the Delaware County Soil Con­
servation District office in Man­
chester. The sponsors encourage all 
youths, whether rural or urban, to 
enter this very educational and re­
warding contest. 

Students who wish to enter should 
send: (1) Name, (2) Address, and 
(3) Name of school, to the local 
Soil Conservation office by March 
31. 

The time, place and additional de­
tails of the contest will be announced 
at an early date. 

25 Year Service Award 
GEORGE CARLSON (left) of Manchester was presented with a certificate 
and silver lapel pin from Leon Foderberg on behalf of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture for 25 years of service in the U.S.D.A. Carlson 
has been with the Delaware County District Area IV for 22 years as a 
work unit conservationist while Foderberg is an area conservationist 
from Elkader. 
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Soil Conservation Commissioners, Staff 
THE DELAWARE COUNTY SOIL DISTRICT commissioners and soil conservation staff are shown meeting 
during Soil Conservation Week. Commissioners pictured are (from left): seated- Vernon Schmock, 
Strawberry Point; Herb Prideg, Manchester; Paul Gienapp, Hopkinton; Yern Hermann, Manchester; and 
Maurice Minor, Manchester. Members of the Soil Conservation staff shown above are (from left): standing -
Mrs. Pearl Williams, George Carlson and Ray Wycoff. 



Q1 
OUR THIRTY-NINTH YEAR 

pu;; ~/?6? 
Soil, Water Conservation 
Practices on 193 Farms Told 

In recognition of the proclamation 
of Governor Robert D. Ray desig-

. oatlng June 15 to 22 as "SoU and 
Water Conservation Week," Paul 
J. Gienapp, chairman of the Dela­
ware County SoU Conservation Dis-

~ trict commissioners, this week 
... called attention to some of the 

progress reported in the annual 
report for the last fiscal year which 
ended June 30, 1968. 

During this period the USDA SoU 
Conservation Service personnel as­
sisted 452 different farmers 1n Dela­
ware county with some phase of their 
conservation program. Conservation 
practices were installed 1n 193 dif­
ferent farms. In many cases more 

, than one practice was applied on an 
individual farm. 

Soil surveys were completed on 
1,880 acres making a total to date 
ot 136,270 acres of soU surveyed. 

Consultive assistance was pro­
.f_J vtded to 41 individuals or organiza­

tions other than farm owners or 
operators. 

operator requests were approved 
during the year, making a total of 
623 farmers now listed as dis­
trict cooperators. District coopera­
tors are entitled to many services 
such as soU maps, farm plans as 
well as help with problems that may 
arise on their farms with drainage, 
erosion, seeding and general plans 
for improvement. 

Basic conservation plans were 
developed on 19 farms bringing the 
current total to 341 as of June 30. 

Gienapp indicated that this report 
is a brief story of the progress 
that has been made within the dis­
trict. 

Individuals becoming aware ofthe 
needs, planning, then carrying out 
the practices planned can accom -
pUsh the changes and improvements 
necessary to conserve present bu­
man and natural resources and mab 
the land an attractive permuer 
residence as well as a scenic a 
traction for recreation. 



Lincoln R,ceives 
Top Conservation 
Teacher Award 

Harold Lincoln, a teacher in Ma­
quoketa Valley high school, Delhi and 

1 representing Delaware County SoU 
Conservation district in regional 
competition, is winner of an "Out­
standing Conservation Teachers 
Award.'' 

Region IV includes 11 Soil Conser­
vation districts in northeastern 
Iowa. There are nine regions within 
the State. 

Regional winners will be recog­
nized at a banquet at the Iowa Con­
servation Education Council fall 
conference and workshop to be held 
Oct. 10. 

Lllu:oln has ·been active in soil 
conservation education over a period 
of years, acting as judge for speech 
contests and S~»nding considerable 
time with teen age group~. ,Wacbini 
<:onservation ana safety in recrea­
tion. He is also active in the county 
Fish and Game .club. 

The "Outstanding Teacher's 
Award" was sponsored by the Des 

1 Moines Register and Tribune and 
1 Iowa Farm and Home Register with 
- the Iowa Conservation Education 

council as a division of the Iowa 
Soil Conservation Achievement 

- Awards program. 
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Grouped around Harold G. Lincoln are several ninth grade conservation students. From left, are Randy Brown, 
Mark Sperfslage, Robert Miller, Kevin Schmidt, Tom Smith, Gary Mohr, Dale Sauerbry, and Kenneth Harbach. 



Outstanding Conservation Teachers 
PAUL GIENAPP (right), chairman of the Delaware County Soil Con­
servation District presents a plaque to Harold Lincoln of Delhi who was 
recently named the first place winner of the outstanding conservation 
teacher award. Mrs. Herb Tierschel of Earlville is shown holding the 
runnerup plaque for second place honors. 



Gun Operation, Safety 
HAROLD LINCOLN (wearing hat) of Delhi is shown supervising a gun 
operation and safety program emphasis session which was held recently 
at an annual county 4-H camp near Coggon. 4-H members in prone 
t>Osition ready to fire rifles are Chris Marquardt and Sharon Gull. 
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Using a Compass 
GARY CARRADUS (left) and Mary Patton (second from left) are shown demonstrating and discussing the 
use of a compass during one of the program emphasis sessions on orienteering at a 20th annual Delaware 
County 4-H camp at Wapsie-Y recently. Eighteen 4-H members attended that session. 
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By LEN STRASBURG 

+ 
It is an appropriate coincidence 

that Iowa's fall color show ofleaves 
is expected to peak this week end­
the time which marks the beginning 
of Iowa Conservation Week. 

Forestry is one of the important 
"branches" in the tree of conserva­
tion published by the Iowa Conserva­
tion Commission to emphasize the 
week. 

Nowhere in Iowa is the fall color 
show so gaudy and so breath-taking 
as in the northeast. It is the unique 
combination of hard maple and oak, 
with an admixture of cottonwoods, 
aspen, ash and sumac that gives 
northeast Iowa its magnificent fall 
color, according to Gene Hertel, 
state forester for the Iowa Conserva­
tion Commission. This, combined 
with rugged hills upon which the 
color is splashed and may be more 
easily seen, accounts for the annual 
migration to this section from all 
over Iowa, and from neighboring 
states as well. 

*--0--• 
We who are fortunate enough to 

live in the area need only look out 
the window or down the street to see 
some of the world's prettiest maple 
trees, but many of us succumb to the 
temptation of travel to the country 
where the vistas widen and are 
therefore more spectacular. 

And what a treat awaits us! 
·--0--• 

It's not unlikelythatmanyofthese 
rugged hills will serve as nature's 
canvas of beauty for hundreds or 
maybe thousands of years to come, 
but many other aspects of conserva­
tion require man's active manage­
ment and consideration if things are 
to be preserved somewhat as they 
exist today. 

•--0--• 
The Conservation Tree, as pre­

pared by the Iowa Conservation 
Commission, includes the following 
branches: biology, forestry, fish, 
game, parks, waters, law enforce­
ment. 

Those of us who live in Delaware 
county have a rich heritage of beauty 
and of concern for conservation. 
Iowa's first state park (and for our 
money, still the state's finest) was 
established in Delaware county and 
dedicated on Oct. 7, 1919. A column 
in this issue by Francis G. Gosling 
tells about the dedication. 

Th at · 
of Manchester is a reminder of the 
county's rich natural endowment and 
of early local concern for conserva­
tion. 

*--0--• 



uun. 

*--0--* 
An event in Manchester last Sun­

day gave evidence of continued con­
cern. An improved sewage treatment 
plant was put on display following 
completion of a $410,000 expansior 
and improvement program. 

One hundred and seventy peoplE 
took the opportunity to tour the nev 
plant and learn about its operation 
Brochures were printed, explainint 
the project and how the plant works 

A brief introduction made thi! 
comment: 

"Modern community living, as WI 

know it today, creates many prob­
lems and responsibilities alongwith 
its many advantages. One of the most 
important of these responsibilities 
is the provision for the disposition 
of domestic and industrial wastes 
of the community. Improper handling 
of waste can create a public health 
hazard, a nuisance, and the pollution 
of our natural waters. 

''Until 1952, the City of Manches­
ter had no sewage treatment facili­
ties. An extensive sanitary sewer 
system had been constructed in pre­
vious years, with lines discharging 
raw sewage at various points into 
the Maquoketa River. In May of 1952, 
the City completed construction of a 
primary-secondary sewage treat­
ment plant, along with an interceptor 
sewer from the municipal system to 
the plant. 

"Using treatment standards then 
currently in use, the new plant was 
designed to have sufficient capacity 
to treat any imposed sewage loads 
for the next 20 years. However, due 
to increasing water usage, indus­
trial growth, increasing recrea­
tional activity, and more stringent 
State and Federal standards regard­
ing sewage treatment, the plant was 
not adequately treating sewage only 
10 years after construction. Tests 

showed the domestic sewage load 
was exceeding plant capacity, and 
the additional industrial load was 
turther complicating the problem. 

"Consequently, the City Council 
instructed Tri-State Engineers of 
Manchester to prepare plans and 
specifications for expanding the 
treatment facllities. Bids were re­
ceived and construction commenced 
in August of 1968 ••. " 
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