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Soil Conservation Annual Reoort 
'94 Soil Conservation Awards 

Glovers Creek Watershed 
project completed 

-woodland owner 
of the year award 

Don Ungerer rarms near Hawkeye. He is sbowo on the rigbt being 
presented the Outstanding Consenoation Farmer-Owner-Operator 
~~~~~ being presented by Bill Bennett Chairman or Fayette 

Outstanding Conservation 
Farmer-Owner-Operator 
Division Award 

By La Vonoe Kocb 
NRCS Technician 

Don .. Shag" Ungerer was 
awarded the District Iowa Soil 
Conservati on Owner-Operator 
Award for the Fayette Co. for 
1994. This program is co­
sponsored by Iowa State Soil 
Conservation Committee and the 
Iowa Association of Soil & Water 
Conservation Di~tricts 
Commissioners. 

Shag owns and operates 400 
acres west of Hawkeye in Bethel 
township of Fayette County. llc 
has 16 acres in Conservation 
Reserve Program which has been 
planted to trees for wildlife 
hab itat. Also, he has severa l 
parallel terraces to control soi l 
erosion and to prevent gullies in 

his grassed waterways. Shag has 
been using zone till for his row 
crop tillage. 

The communi ty activities that 
he has been involved with 
includes: Farm Bureau Member, 
Iowa Corn Growers, Iowa 
Soybean Growers, Fayette 
County Cattlemen Association, 
Hawkeye Conservation Club, 
Past President and Secretary of 
Hawkeye Co-op, Hawkeye 
Library Committee, Stewardship 
Committee at Church, and 
Member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 

Fayette Soil and Water 
Conservation District recognizes 
Shag for an outstanding owner­
operator who is a good steward of 
the land. 

Ricbard Menne farms near West Union and was selected Cor the 
Outstanding Watcrsh~d Achievement Award for his 
accomplishment in th~ Glovers Creek Watershed .• 

Outstanding Watershed 
Achievement Award 

Richard Menne is the recipient 
of the 1994 Watershed 
Achievemen t Award for Fayette 
Coumy. This award is in 
recognitio n of significant 
accomplishment in upland water 
shed treatment. 

Roger Gamm, of West Union, 
Iowa, ha~ been se lected as the 
1994 woodland owner of the 
year in Fayette County. 

In 1987 Roger started 
practicing woodland 
management by performing 
timber stand improvement work. 
Poor quality trees along with 
undesirable species were 
removed in order to provide 
growing space for high quality 
trees such as red oak and black 
walnut. In conjunction with this 
Roger also began planting pine 
and hardwood seedlings. Since 
1987, he has performed timber 
stand improvement on 46 acres 
and has planted 42.8 acres of 

trees. Roger also assists others 
with woodland improvement 
practices such as tree planting 
and timber stand improvement. 

In 1993, approximately 24 
acres of mature timber was 
harvcMed which yielded 35,000 
board feet of mixed hardwood 
\umber and veneer. 

Roger graduated from the 
Master Woodland Manager 
program in 1989, the same year 
his property was certified as a 
tree farm. He also serves on the 
Forest Advisory Committee for 
Northeast Iowa. 

Roge rs' sincere interest in 
woodland management deserves 
recognition. Congratulations 
Roger! 

John McMillan farms near Elgin. He is the operator of ihe Jobn 
Molumby farm north of West Union and the winner or the 
Landlord-Tenant 'Division . 

John Molumby (landlord) and 
John McMillan (tenant) have 
been se lected as the regional 
wi nners of the landlord/tenant 
conservation award. This award 
is in recognition of the tenant 
operated farm on which the best 
conservation program has bcCJ 
established and mainta;ned by t~e 
tenant and the landlord. 

This farm is a "picture" of 
conservation practices. AJI of the 
cropland is protected by coD.tour 
farming and 10,325 feet of 
terraces have been constructed on 
the steeper slopes to insure that 
soil e rosion is kept to a 

minimum. Mr. McMillan has 
established waterways and 
grassed fie ld borders in all areas 
that need protecting. John 
practices reduced tillage and 

~~:~::e a o:i~~e p:~~;a"~'g:f,:~ 
planting. Furthermore, he has 
bired a crop consultant to help 
fine tunc his crop managemen t 
program. 

John Molumby and John 
McMillan have done an 
outstanding job of implementing 
a comprehensive conse rvation 
program. 

Zone tillage works 
By Alan Williams 

Almost two years ago I watched 
skeptically as our neighbor 
planted all of his com with zone 
tillage equipment attached to his 
planter. I remained a skeptic as 

planter unit. One coulter runs in 
the center and one on each side. 
This effectively tills a 4·6-inch 
zone into which we plant. We 
also inject liquid fertilizer behind 
the two outside coulters. 
~ying it safe we planted one­

turd of our acres into 
conventional tillage. To make a 
long sto ry short we saw no 
difference in yield. That isn't to 
say that this will work for 
everyone, but it definitely works 
in our program. 

He and his wife, Kathy have a 
very diversified farming 
operation. In addition to working 
332 acres or cropland, they also 
milk 60 head of cows and 
maintain 175 sows for a farrow to 
finish operalion, feeding out 
between 2,000-2,500 hogs each 
year. 

The Menncs' have certainly 
done mu.ch to protect the water 
quality 10 the Glovers Creek 
watershed. In the last 5 years they 
have constructed over 19 700 feet 
of terraces on their far~. These 
terraces have greatly reduced the 

amount of soil erosion on the 
land. In addition, they have 
constructed a concrete animal 
waste storage facility which not 
only decreases the amount or 
feedlot runoff reaching Glover's 
Creek, but also eliminates having 
to spread animal waste on snow 
covered ground. Rich.ard has 
enrolled his cropland in an 
integrated crop management 
program which should help 
reduce the amount of chemicals 
being applied to the watershed. 

Richard is very concerned about 
soil erosion and water quality. He 
has invested a lot of time and 
money in applying conservation 
practices that will help protect the 
water quality in the Glovers 
Creek watershed. He is very 
deserving of the Watershed 
Achievement Award! 

the corn emerged and it along 
with ou rs struggled through the 
1993 growing season. My attitude 
changed as harvest progressed 
and I visited with him and 
realized that his yields were just 
as good as our conventional 
tillage program. We decided to 
make a change. 

Last spring we equipped our 
planter with Rawson Zone Till 
equipment. We have three 13-
inch cou lters in front of each 

This year we will plant all of 
our acres with zone tillage. Of 
these acres we will be planting 
into various previous c rop 
residues including com, soybean 
and sod that is sprayed with a 
burndown in the spring. The 
majority of th ese acres will be 
covered with manure from our 
outside cattle and hog lots. We 
also irrigate in the spring and fall 
from lagoon. We usc a subsoiler 
to prevent run-off before 
irrigation 

I would suggest to anyone 
thinking of implementing a 
system like this is to visit with 
people using the system you are 
interested in. Make sure or what 
you want before pu_rchasing any 
equipment as th1s w1ll make your 
experience more enjoyable 

By Alan Crowe 

Early in 1989 this watershed 
received funding from the 
National Water Quality Special 
P r o j e c t . Approximately 
$190,000 was allocated for cost­
sharing purposes. Response to 
the special cost-share incentives 
was so great thlt over $181,000 
was spent on the construction of 
terraces and waterways. 

Later in 1989, the Glovers 
Creek project also received 
funding from the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship - Water 
Protection Fund, to be used for 
water qua lity evaluation studies 
conducted by the University of 
Iowa's Institute of Agricultural 
Medicine and Occupational 
Health Depanmcnt, and fo r cost­
sharing on a variety of water 
qualit y improvement practices. 
Between 1989 and 1994, 
$239,000 was used for these 
purposes. 

Fa rming practices in the 
wate rshed have changed 
dramatically during these past 
five years. Of the 3,300 acres of 
cropland in the watershed only 
about 80 acres was farmed on the 
contour (when not part of a strip 
cropping or terrace system) prior 
to 1989. Since then on additional 
169 acres has been farmed on the 
contour. 

Trip cropping and/or contour 
buffer strips have become quite 
popular in the watershed. Prior to 
1989 app roximately 200 acres 
were protected by this practice. 
Now there are - 37 1 acres of 
cropland farmed with buffer strips 
and/or strip cropping. 

Undoubtedly the biggest change 
in the Glovers Creek watershed 
has been the great number of 
terraces constructed during the 
past 5 years. Before 1989 there 
were - 13,000 feet of te rraces 
protecting 91 acres of cropland. 
During the lifespan of the project 
78,931 feet of terraces were built 
which protect 544 ac. 

Contamination of Glovers 
Creek by livestock waste runoff 
has been reduced due to the 
construction of two animal waste 
storage structures. These facilities 
not o.dy reduce the amount or 
feedlot runoff that might 
otherwise wash into the creek, but 
also allow for the timely 
application of manure. 

Chemical and fertilizer 
contamination has also been 
lessened through implementation 
of an integrated crop management 
(ICM) program. ICM is an 
in tensified crop management 
sys tem that requires more 

information and planning than 
does traditional management. A 
crop consultant is hired by the 
producer to provide a monitori ng 
and information service designed 
to increase the efficiency of the 
farming operation. A total of 

11(:~~ ac. arc presently utilizi~;~g 

Mulch tillage - leaving at least 
40 percent residue on the surface 
after planting has been 
implemented on 472 acres. 

The reduction in soil loss due to 
all of the above mentioned 
practices has been estimated to be 
10,923 tons/acre/year. Although 
not all of the SOl i erosion will end 
up being deposited directly in 
Glovers Creek, it is estimated that 
7,632 t/3/y. less sediment will 
actually reach the creek. 

If the success of the Glovers 
Creek Watershed Project (which 
ended June 30, 1994) can be 
based upon the amount of water 
quality protection practices which 
were applied and upon the 
propo rtion of people in the 
wa tershed that became involved 
in the project (83%), then indeed 
1hc proJ~XI was • ,u~ 

I want to ~mccrely thank all ol 
you who have helped tu pmtcct 
the water quality ol this N:autitul 
trout stream! 

The 5 year Glo\Crs Creek. 
watershed project which hegan 
in 1989 has heen a very 
successful water quality 
improvement project. Funding 
for all practices, with the 
exception of ICM (integrated 
crop management), has ended as 
of June 30, 1994. To show any 
appreciation to the many people 
who helped make this project a 
success, they have been invited 
to a banquet which will t-c held 
1ltursday, February 23, 1995, 
7:00 p.m. at the United 
Method ist Church in West 
Union, Jowa. TlJ.is banquet is 
sponsored in part by the local 
contractors, who have played an 
important role in constructing 
soi l and water quality 
improvement practices in the 
Glovers Creek watershed. 

Two publications, one titled 
"Glovers Creek Water Protection 
Fund Project Final Report," the 
other, "The Glovers Creek Water 
Quality Evaluation Project," will 
be available at the banquet. 
Following is a brief summary or 
the Glovers Creek Watershed 
Project. 
G love rs Creek Watershed 
Project 

The Glovers Creek Watershed 
Project which began in 1989 has 
resulted in the application of a 
tremendous amount of soil and 
water protection practices. 

... at Ll r a I The Natural Resources Conservation Service is the federal agency that works hand-in-... es hand with the American people to conserve natural resources on private lands. 
0 LJ rc • Our name change from he Soil Conservation Service to the Natural Resources fl e s 11. at I 0 l1conservation Service more accurately reflects what we do, helping people conserve all 

Co
nser ;.. natu~al resource~ ~n private lands. It reflects a streamlined agency that provides quality 

, _ iii "" serv1ce more eff1c1ently. 
-....eerlftCB Our name has chan?ed, but som~ th.i~gs will not ~hange. N~CS will continue to build 
~ on 60 years of expenence, our scientific and techmcal expertise, and our partnerships 

with conservation districts and others. 
January 1 995 
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Soil Conservation Annual Reoort 
D · · t .e ? Guest a1rymen, Is pas ure .or you· Ed"t . 1 1 or1a 

your quiet time to write checks to maybe it's something else. Maybe "Stay away from pasture if you So dairymen, what is the By Tom Ha}e~ 
the feed company, the fuel it 's because grassland farmers do not have a water supply that is answer? Is pasture for you? If you Lheslock and Grain 
company, the repair shop, the tire have come to realize that by adequate to meet the herd are still not sure, then get out and Producen near Arlington, lA 
store, the equipment dealer, the moving away from the use of requirements. Fresh high qual ity ask some questions. Farm to Nitrogen will not C0:.\1 more on 
bank and the list goes on. annually- tilled row crops and Wlller is essential for mai01aining fann, there are a 101 of questions my com acres in 1995 in spite of 

How does it make you fee l yearly-applications of fertilizers, Production, in particular, during But farmer to farmer there arc a sharply higher nitrogen product 
when your son or daughter asks, herbicides and pesticides to the hot weather. Although it is not lot of answers. There arc costs. That is because I believe 
"Can we go to the pa rk, th e usc of managed perennial grasses essential to have water in every rotational grazing networks going that reduced ratC!<o will nat lower 
beach, fishing, a movie or just and legumes, they are once again paddock, every paddock must on in most areas, most all summer my yields 
relax in the back ya rd?w and your working in harmony with nature have access to water, and the long. Contact your local Natural In 1994, Northeast Iowa 
answer is .. Not today, we have too and they, quite simply, feel good clOSer, the better. Resources Conservation office to Demonstration Project from 
much work to do," and your child about it, and it shows. "Stay away from pasture if you find out when and on whose farm Postville conducted re!<oearch 
replies, "You always say that.," For some producers, pu!ling are not willing to walk out in the they are being held. Read all you that proved to me that I was not 
and walks away muttering ... I'm their cows on pasture will not Pasture and look at it. If you do can. Many good reference books taking enough credit for 
never going to be a fanner."' solve all of their problems. In not know how much forage is out and popular press articles have nitrogen available in liquid hog 

Pulling dairy cows on pasture fact, on some farms, pulling cows there or what it looks like, how been wrillcn over the past few manure 
isn't just for the farmer down the on pasture may very well be more do ~ou know what your cows are years Since I ()80, I have hecn 
road. in the next county, o r in trouble than it is worth. There are eattng o r whether your Because of the increased spreading 3000 gallon per acre 
some other state or country. It some farms that, from a physical management is on target? interest in grazing in northeast of manure on bean stubble. I 
could be exactly what you need to layout perspective, do not lend Although we can plan pastures by Iowa, there are fanner to farmer have been taking one pound of 
put some fun back in your life, themselves to using pasture prescription, the pasture must be networks being formed. These nitrogen credit for each bushel 
some extra cash in your pocket effectively. This is typicall y the managed by observation. networks are designed to bring soybeans produced_ I am in a 
and to keep your family fann in case when the bam is located on And last, together dairy livestock producers no - till situation where all 

You've heard about it. You've the family for the next generation. one side of a road or other "Stay away from pasture until who have a common interest in manure is spread on top and 
read about it. You may even know Why do some farme rs get to physical barrier and all of the you have made up your mind to u~ing pa.!.turc effectively and a never worked into the soil. Soil 
someone who is doing it . The wear that ear to ear "grazicrs' pasture is on the othe r, or where give it your best shot and not just willingness to share their te<,ts rcporlS l>how the P & K ha-. 
question is, why arc your cows grin" while others just continue to fanns have very wet, very steep, a "pot shot." You must first experiences with others. For more built to the high/very high levels 
still stuck in the bam? frown and complain about the or very poor soi l o r soi l iypcs change you r mind, then your infonnation on rotational grazing with this applicution every other 

Do you like working your fanny milk price? No one knows exactly ncar the bam and it's a haifa mile management and last, give your and how to be involved with year. I never purchase 
to the bone every single day why so many of the folks who or more to the nearest good new management a chance to these networks., contact the Area plowdown fertilizer and rarely 
hauling in the feed and hauling have gone back to grazing that pasture. There are also some work. After all, as the old saying Natural Resources Conservation use starter on fields getting this 
out the manure? Do you actually grin . Maybe it's the money. farms that have too many cows goes, "Rome wasn't built in a Service office at319-422-6201. rate now. 
like fixing machinery and fueling Maybe it's the lifestyle. Maybe for the number of acres of day." The 1994 research conducted 
equipment? Do you enjoy using it's a combination of the two. Or avai lable pasture. The idea here is A • on my farm showed that 50 

,....:....:.... __ .....;._....:....;.__;; _________ , not rhat you can have too many me ric 0 rp s pounds of purcha-.ed nitrogen 

District Activities ~~;::sa;~~~~~ ~e~tdrs~;;:y.too ~~~~du~.cd v:,nh~x~m~~n cc;;~;~~ 
July 1993 -June 1994 The<e O<e olso some f"me<s annual report nitrogen wos opplicd, the 2. 3 

that, despite having farms with bushel yield response did not 

nearly ideal physical conditions The USDA / National fanner to farmer communication pay the cost of that extra 50 July 1993 
Fayette SWCD received $2,500.00 for the 1M 

Allocation. 
Fayette SWCD received $34,453.00 for the 3M 

Allocation. 
Supplement to the Project Agreement for Glovers 

Creek was approved. 
Fayette SWCD received $7,500.00 for the Organic 

Nutrient Management cost-share program, 
Bennett and Muff placed signs along the 

RAGBRAI route that went through Fayette 
County showing the different types of 
conservation practices farmers use. 

Bennett and Muff aHended the CCRG meeting with 
ASCS. 

August 1993 
Louis Christen was chosen as Woodland Owner of 

the Year. 
A pre-planning meeting for the Conservation 

Education Field Day was held. 
Sentember 1993 

Fayette SWCD received allocations of$22,935.00 
for REAP Practices and $5,586.00 for REAP 
Forestry. 

A priority system was set for the Organic Nutrient 
Management cost-share program. 

Monty Kuhn was chosen for Izaak Walton League 
Windbreak Award. 

The Conservation Education Field Day was held at 
the Richard Jensen farm. 

October 1993 
Project Agreement to the Glovers Creek.Watershed 

was reviewed. 
November 1993 

Fayette SWCD sent letters to Congressmen on 
Reorganizing USDA. 

• Bennett was interviewed by Vaughn Kittelson 
regarding the Fti.rming 2000 Expo. 

Meera Mahoney was chosen as the 1993 Poster 
Contest winner for Region 4. 

December 1993 
Bennett gave a report on the Annual Conference 

and Farming 2000 Expo. 
NACD & IASWCDC Dues were paid. 
Average cost increases for conservation practices 

were reviewed. 
January 1994 

Organizational commissiuner meeting was held. 
February 1994 

Fayette SWCD submitted a resolution regarding 
partial payment for cost-share projects. 

March 1994 
Fayette SWCD received $500.00 in supplemen1al 

funds for the 1M budget. 
Fayette SWCD received $26,519.00 in 

supplemen1al funds for REAP Forestry/Native 
Grasses. 

A pre-proposal was submitted for Otter Creek 319 
funding to the Division of Soil Conservation. 

Annual Work Plan was reviewed and distributed . 
April1994 

Cooperative Work Agreement was approved, 
May 1994 

Fayette SWCD received $350.00 in supplemental 
funds for the 1M budget. 

Iune1 994 
Fayette SWCD received $150.00 in ~'lpplemental 

funds for the 1M budget 

for effectively using pasture, will and demonstration. pounds of nitrogen. Evidently 

r~:~?:~~~·:~~m~~~~~~:~~i~e~: ~·~:~~;~~=:~~:~.:::::~~~ .. ~:.~.f:·~~~~~~~;~ ·~,[;,~~~~ ~~~~~~o~~~~;.:n::~::~n,: 
profitable option on their fanns. cittzcns of the Unttcd States. It IS ~~~:f~u~~o;;~~sJr~ar~o a~;d~~= is likely on the lowest soil 

~~~et~::~~n;c a~~esaoyn~r t!~ca~ ~~~~~~fodn~~ ::~fro~~eetnt:~.m~~J costs to remain profitable have :~~;~~~~~;; ~~f~;s~~~:~~~: 
that pasture crap and it didn't public safety needs. The idea of ~~~~~~se~~ ai:~cr~:~ib:s7~cns~ that reduces soil compaction 

:bo~~;"s~~~ ~:i~~!:~ as~~ct~~n~ ~::~i~o(~~~rit~a~su~ha :~;~t:; people in practicing rotational ch~~~\ear, -the N.E. Iowa 

rates, residency periods, grazing ~irt~~:~~nsre::ths~r~Tc~u~~ti~c~~ ~~~!~n~ th~i=~~~~~ic ~~=~ili!~ ·~1 Demonstration Project helped 
heights ~ r plant species environmental and human needs, rural Iowa farms and me formulate a waste 
composition, you get a IJlank look while earn ing education benefits. communities. Current economic management plan. That sounds 

~~!~op~~r~yd;~ !~~~~ .. know, but The program allows participan~s pressures in the agriculture :~k:i;~~~~~nh:~~~~a~~a:~~u;l~~ 
The truth of the matter is, :~s~x:~~~~i~~t~e~~crci!~pl~~~ :~!~~~:~:r~!~ ~~~1fn :~~!~~~s~ is like a soil conservation plan 

~~:~"~0~~~~o~fpp~;:~~';'~ 1 ~0~0~ ClppOrtunitlcs. nod .to !<olrengthen profitable. Intensive rotationa l ~~~:1~ 1pl~'::s ~r~eno~~::cr~~~~t 
number of different reasons: J'"Th~ra~S~~mr~~~;erating the :~~;~;r s~~~~~:P~=~~~o ;~~~ mandated, regulated, stamped 

ar:s~o;;a:i~=y ::~: ::::~~~.ifli~~ Atlericorps Program on a full- financially feasible. A grass based ~~ .. ~ a~~;~~~d every .<.tep of the 

common to see farms in the ~i~~~~:~·pc~~~ct•8 ;;i~ou~~ ~na~7s~~=~~~~t!0~f~~7n~a;~~u: To avoid re1:,>ulations, livestock 

~~~~;e t~n!!·~~~t ~~eu~~:i:~ of service during a period of not farmer to make a transfer of ~:~:ouncs~~~e ~~~~s ':'or d~;~~~~ 

~:;~:~.:~~~·£r~r+r;::: :~:~~~:;:,~~;:~~:d~::~ ~~~~;~~~~~~e;~~~:~~;~:~n~ ~:~~:~l:::~:~E~:~.~·~~:e:: 
land close to the ba rn is better be a U.S. citizen 17 years of age career is declining. Rotational reports of all fields that may 

suited to mountain climbing, r~u~l~e:;,t~c:::~~~~ ~c~r~~e~; ~:nzai~~gme~~ ap~~c: lt~c~~~~it~: receive the nutrients. This is 

:~~~~~~:s~a~~~f~~~bl~r ~~~~~~! desire to perform service are also younge r generation get started :'~c~~~:gt~~ ~t~pa~fr::J/~fn~~ 
means using productive land, nor re~~cd main service w~th ~::~~!~s~~:~~~~ :~~:rb~;~os~;: The next step is easy but not 

w!~~a~a~:ay from land if you do Amcricorp is ag waste utilizatton of us. Intensive grazing appears ~~a~~;~:r~~~~~~a~al~t~~~~~~~u~ 
not have at least three quarters of ~~~~c!heo~rc~p~o~~~~ci~~!~g }~~ ~~ ";oa::~~~t;o~n s~~~ei~u~~~~ c~; and try to get representative 

:~a:~~c p;rf c~~o:ct~~~/co~~ northeast Iowa dairy and beef maintaining cattle numbers, :~~~~~; ~~t~: ~~;~:~u~~i~~~:~c 
acre per cow is bette r. Keep in ~~~~i~~~rsgrat~ng~c:r~avea~~~~ ~~du;;~~~:~~ ~a:r, c~n~~~~ii~~ Next the 'tprcadcr needs to be 

~;~:iiJ.;~~: .. ~:~~~~:H~~ :~;:.in::~~~!:::' 7; ~~':Of~~~~ ~e0o~n~11~o~eitv~0y'o~u0~,~~il~o·nenf;llnn:Ntr~~~~ui'~;l ~~~~b~?!,d;a~:n~:£~~:ii:~; 
d h intensive rotational grating .. .. .. d 

~~~t:~r~~~ ~~rrc~c:i~e~n 1 
e management systems through Resources Conservation office. ~:ens~:~~r.ra'!'~c~?a~cuarc a~n~ 

M&W APPLIANCE, INC. 
Safes & Service 

534 West Charles • P.O. Box393• 0Mwein, Iowa 50662•319·283-4661 

~OPER-~•n•c• .. . . 
--~ -Whit ol .. ~.,u 

A Good Idea at 15 Feet 
is Even Better at 20 

CO., INC. 

No till fanning was used on 4.3 
million acres of Iowa row crops 
in 1994. That acreage is 7 times 
what it was in 1984. More than 
one in every five acres of corn 
and soybeans was planted no till 
in 1994; additionally, three of 
every four acres of ~ow crops 
were planted leav1ng soil­
protecting crop residues on the 
soi l surface. 

HighwaY 150 S. , Oelwein, Ia. 283·4371 
1·800·498-4371 

GOOD DEALS ••• AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 

record the area covered. This 
turns out to be the rate you arc 
presently using but now you 
know how much that is 

The last step is recording 

what, where, when and how 
much got applied and noting the 
amount of credit taken from N-P­
K. Now the good part. You can 
actually make money with this 
plan. Subtracting the credit for 
animal nutrients from the total 
called for on the soil test lowe rs 
dollars needed in the fertility 
budget. 

The plans have no checkoffs, 
assc!'.Smcnts or taxes. They do 
not have to be triplicated, 
submitted or_ approved. A plan 
shows you th1nk and care about a 
better environment. It shows 
everyone that regulations are not 
necessary. It is just a matter of 
keeping wri~ten_ records of your 
nutnent~yoursclf. 

Grassed waterways and field 
borders have been established in 
recent years on fam1lands at rates 
from 9 to 35 timel> the traditional 
rates~ 

Farmers in more than half 
l ow~'s. counti'!~ arc voluntarily 
parttc1patmg 10 water quality 
tmprovcment programs. The 
number of projects is growing. 

Between 1982 and 1992, there 
was 3 10 percent increase in the 
woodland acreage in Iowa . 
Contour grassed buffer strips and 
gra.<o~d filter strips al(.'lg streaJ!ls 
were virtually non-existent 111 
Iowa five years ago. They are 
becoming commonplace now 
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Soil Conservation Annual Re ort 
Richard Jensen 
receives award 

Showing progress in Fayette County 
A Salutr to Iowa's 

Conservatloo Farmen 

-
Richard Jen.ooen (middle), of E lgi n, was one of eight regional finalists 
for the 1994 Outstanding Soil and Waler Coosenatlon District 
Commls!';toner Award p rese nted during the 481b Annual Meellng 
(or Soil and Water Con..,.ervatlon District Commissioners held In Des 
\folnes. The award h co·!tponsored by "Wallacts Farmer" and the 
Iowa Association of Soil a nd Water Conservation Districl 
C'lmml'isloners ... Walla«!~ Farmer" Editor Monte Sesker (le(l) and 
<\:!:soclatinn vlce•chalr Jeanette Winegarden (right) presented tbe 
w11rd, 

Richard Jensen is in his second 
term as a Fayette SWCO 
commissioner, and holds the 
offi ce o f secretary. He has also 
served as the chair for District 
Fund Rais ing and the Woodland, 
Wildlife and Water Delegate. He 
in iti a te d and has hosted the 
Fayette Co unty Conservation 
Educat ion Field Day for third 
graders. Richard and his son 
Craig, farm 900 acres including 
corn, soybeans, pasture and a 
100-ac re timber reserve. They 
have ins talled terraces, contour 
rows, s tripcropping, waterways 
field borders, water and sedi.men; 
control basins and ponds. They 
also practice conservation tillage 
and cro p rotation. The Jensens are 
currently restoring a wetland and 
wo rking o n a timber stand 
improvement project . 

BY Jerry Muff, DC 

The conservation compliance 
provision of the Food & Security 
Act of 1985 required producers to 
apply conservation on highly 
erodible land (HEL) in order to 
be eligible for most USDA Farm 
Program benefits. Even though 
this program has been received 
with mixed feelings by producers 
it has definitely been a major 
force in applying soil and water 
conservation practices to the land. 

Using co ntour farming and 
co ntour stripcropping as 
indicato rs of progress in Fayette 
County from 1990 to 1994, 
contours increased from 2,036 
acres in 1990 to 5,908 acres in 
1994. This is an increase by a 
factor of 2.9. Contour 
stripcropping increased more 
dramatically from 124 acres in 
!990 to 1,888 acres in 1994. This 
is a 15-fo\d increase. 

If the se numbers aren't 

T
• t • impressive enough, driving 

. Ime 0 recognize highwayss6o,tsnonho'"" 
of West Union will show many 

t 
• fields that have contours, grassed 

Conserva Ion Progress field borders and contour buffer 
mips applied, which fm the most 

Leroy 8ro"'n 
' BY Leroy Brown, 
~ State Con~ervlllionisl 
• Soil Cnnsenalion Service 

·1 h1 v 1 lCC i clear. Iowa's 
r:umcr re m:1king exceptional 
prngrc n caring for natural 
t s• H ·c , particularly soil and 
w.1tc r source. 

The ·hanges are evident a..c; you 
drive across the state. There are 
mnrc ~res seeded to grass, more 
crop rt. tducs, more trees, more 
wetland~. more wild life and 
wildlik habitat, mo re wate r 
quality improvement practices-· 
more of ahout cvny aspect of 
resource improveme nt than in 
pa:-.t ycat 

Cnnsidt:r the record: 
•Sui! crosinn on Iowa cropl:md 

was cut \5 percent from 1982 to 
t)Q , u curding to the Soil 

(.vn~erv~t on Service (SCS) 
Nation. I esourccs Inventory. 
The r 1tc of wind and water 

, , crt 11 n Yva cut from 10.8 tons 
•'1 n.! acre in lt1S2 to 7 tons an acre 
rl m 19112 
11 ·N~I tilling f.arming was used on 
• ..\ , million ancs llf Iowa row 

rops in 1494. Th:at acreage is 7 
times wh.1t it was in \QS4. More 
than 1111e in every five <~cres of 
corn mJ soyhcans was planted no 
Iii! 1n Jll9·l; additiunall y, th ree of 
every four acres of row crops 
we planted lt:aving soi l 
prottcting cwp residues on the 
sui\ surface 

•Uf the state·, 25 millil'n ac res 
uf ctnptanJ . ..;!. I million acre' of 
tht. nwst severely eroding was 
cnr,,JJcd in the tO-yea r 
Conscrvatu1n Rcst.·rvc Program. 
I .and ,. Jill !led in the CRP was 
unv lit J fri 11 cnlding cropland 

to ..,n e•ouing gru..,,]ands ~nd 
Wt. llands fc a J(J.year peru~ 
M rt: luwil f rmcrs enrolled tn 

th CH.P than farmer' hom any 
other t tc 

• fhtlU 1nds 1f lo1wa f:umers 
1 \ \"~"Ocd Jraintng wetlands to 
f rm hem, anJ in act hundreds 

f fannc .., arc rc loring wetlands 
mstc ;J \lor~: than ~"" ,onn acres of 
wctl.mJs have hccn restored in 

llVOa om i 1JS7 through JQQ4, 
nJ f.tmlcr have e11tucd U$DA·s 

V.~.: lands H.c n.•e nd l·mergency 
\\~11 nt.b Rt cr,·c Program' to 
r fo1 Hwthcr l.Ci,OOO ncres. 

There were lO farmers interested 
for every fa rmer accepted into the 
WRP's last s ign-up. 

•Between 1982 and 1992, there 
was a lO percent inc rease in the 
woodland acreage in Iowa. 

•Contour buffer s trips of grass 
and g rassed filt er s trips along 
st reams we re v irtually no n­
ex is tent in Iowa fi ve years ago. 
They arc becoming commonplace 
now. 

·More than nine of ten farmers 
arc in compliance with USDA's 
conse rvati on compli ance rules, 
w hich require farmers to have 
completed conservation practices 
to protect highl y erodible lands . 
Farmers were g iven fi ve years to 
complete conservation plans on 
all the ir highl y erodible lands-­
when it wa s sugges ted the 
deadline be extended because of 
the floods of 1993, farm leaders 
asked that the deadlines remain , 
to keep on c;chedule. 

•Grassed waterways and g rass 
and legume field border!> have 
been established in recelll years 
on farm lands at rates from 9 to 35 
times the traditional rates. 

•farmers in more than half 
Iowa's co unties arc voluntarily 
pa rtici pating in water quality 
impro ve ment programs. The 
number of projects is growing. 

•Iowa fa rm ers have helped 
pheasant, deer, wild turkey and 
o th e r wildlife fl o uri s h, by 
planting food plots as well as 
w ildli fe habit a t. Iowa farmer 
atti tudes arc reflected in a Utah 
Sta te Uni vers ity s tudy which 
showed that despite an average 
annual cost o f S423 in wildlife 
da mages as well as a week's 
worth of labor, more th an half the 
fa rmers in the U.S . seek to 
improve wildl ife'habitat. 

•Ni trogen use by Iowa farmers 
d ropped from an average high of 
90 pounds an acre in 1985 to an 
average of 77 pounds an acre in 
1993. Since 1985, the average usc 
per year has been 80 pounds an 
acre, well below the Mid west 
average. 

T he effort farmers have made in 
so il conservation have n ' t gone 
unnoticed. A survey last March 
by Iowa State University showed 
tha t 95 percent of farm ers 
interviewed and 76 percent o f 
non-farme rs believe farmers arc 
doing much bcller or better at soil 
savi ng than they were 10 years 
ago. 

Many farmers would like to see 
their conservatton 
accomplishments recognized by 
the non-farm public. In fact, a 
statewide program was organized 
to do just that. Called the 
.. Conservation Farme r 
Appreciation Program," it ask:. 
the non-farm community to help 
in saying thank you to thousands 
of Iowa farmers fo r their 
consc rvatton wo r k. A 
Conservation Farmer Appre­
ciation Week was declared by the 
governor of Iowa for December 
5- 12. 1994. and many local so1l 
and water conservation dist ri.;ts 

PRACTICE 
FARM 

CONSERVA"':ION 

BREHME &SONS 
CONSTRUCTIOt-. 

Land Improvement c_,ntractor & Tiling 
Wadena 63:1-6121 Elgin 426-5353 

held appreciation events. ~~:thw~~~·t~~:tr~fb~~~~ ~~r~~ 
Our s tate's conservation crops growing in heavy residue 

farmers , and they number in tbe conditions are becoming a 
thousands, have made sincere oommon sight in the spring. 
efforts to improve our resources; According to a report submitted 
they deserve a sincere thank you to the Conservation Tillage 
from the rest of us. I ask any lnfonnation Center, a road survey 
Iowan interested in the long term completed by the West Union 
production capability of our soil Field Office NRCS st?.ff revealed 
and the quality of our water, that no-till and ridge-till planting 
wildlife and other resources to of corn and soybeans occu"ed on 
join me in showing appreciation 16,000 acres in 1990 and 43,500 
to the stewards of our great land acres in 1994. This is a 2.7- fold 

co~~servation R;;~·rve 
Program: Issues and options 
BY Dan Burkhart 

Fayelte County Extension 
Education Director 

In October of 1995 the first 
CRP co ntracts will expire. It is 
unlike ly that all the acres will bt 
involved in a CRP extens ion plan 
CRP renewals will probably be 
targeted to CRP areas needed to 
maintain water quality in 
adjoining streams and fields with 
highly erodible, fragile soils 

Landowners have several 
o ptions as the land is released. 
Resources are available to help 
landowners make better 
decisions. ISU Extension has a 
CRP Resource Manual available 
fo r viewing at the Extension 
Office in Fayette. A series of 14 
CRP publications is included in 
the manual. This series is 
available at no charge . Titles of 
the publications are as follo:-v~: 

I. l.ife After CRP -- DcctSIOns, 
Decisions! 

2 . Lease Alternatives for CRP 
Land 

3. Tillage Options After CRP 
4 . Livestock Watering Systems 

for CRP Land 

5. Applying Fertilizer and Lime 
to CRP Land 

6. Resource Inventory Guide 
7. CRP -- Characteristics and 

Perceptions 
8 . Fenc ing Sys tems (or CRP 

Land 
9. Eval uating Resources and 

Setting Goals 
10. Converting to Pas ture o r 

Hay - - Eva luating Current 
Vegetation 

ll . Converting CRP Land to 
Pasture -· Managing Weeds and 
Fertility 

12. Converting to Pas ture or 
Hay -- Repa iring, Repl anting 
CRP Land 

13. Converting Pasture or Hay­
Forage Seeding Mixtures 

14 . Adams Co unty CRP 
Research and Demonstration 
Project 

Computer software fo r CRP 
Decis ions and other information 
on a:ternativc land uses, tillage, 
and li vestock uses is also 
included in the manual. Stop in at 
the Fayette County Extensio n 
Office an d s pend some time 
brows ing thro ug h the C RP 
manual . 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
IS EVERYONE'S .JOB!! I 

The Valley Coopet"aiNe IWuld lit 10 1a111 lt.soppoltunlyto corgratulaltlhl 
FAYEffi COUNTY SOIL CONSERVAOON OISTRICT FOR AJOB WELL DONE 

VALLEY COOPERATIVE 
Clermont 
423·5293 

You're 

Etgln 
426-5568 

"The First Team" Of First National 
Opef1tlng " !arm 1n fayette County, hke afl)"'"htre else. Involves tots ol h.lrcl wort. 
buSUJeSSknowledgeandcaretutptanning 
Mooey and TNrw~gement are two lh•nos tnmer CIJfl do Without at Tht FIB! 
~llonai Wecanhelp)'Otlw•thboth 
We'rt deep In agfialltural background atld kilO• what tl tlkes tc run a prot+WIIe !arm 

"""""" Stop inalld see us. 'The An;tleam of ~ NIIJOI1l · v. J;dCscuss the cred•t needs lor 
yourbnnoptliii.ICICIIIldofteryou 
~ .. TlbAm 

Sl~teetiH tJ1e~~;~1c~mlf O.r Cu Collil 011 Us 
II ARST NATIOIW.. 

There are many other direct 
benefits associated with these 
accomplishments such as: 
improved water quality 
downstream of the treated fields, 
less sedimentation in ponds, road 
ditches and river backwaters; and 
field runoff is not only reduced in 
quantity but is slowed down 
which should reduce flooding 
during or after heavy rainstorms. 

It has been a rewarding 
experience to play a part in what I 
feel has been the most effective 
conservation effort made in recent 
history. The credit goes to you the 
producers, owners and operators, 
and land improvement 
contractors, who have cooperated 
with us to put this conservation 
on the land . Regardless of what 
happens to the farm programs I 
hope that this cooperation and 
growth in conservation continues 
tor not only our benefit, but for 
those generations yet to come. 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

The Natural Resources 
CorJServarion Service is the 
federal agency that works hand­
in-hand with the American people 
to consef\le natural resources on 
private lands. 

Our name change from the Soil 
Conservation Service to the 
Natural Resour.:es Conservation 
Service more accurately reflects 
what we do, helping people 
conserve all natural resources on 
private lands. lt reflec ts a 
streamlined agency that provides 
quality service more efficiently. 

Our name has changed, but 
some things will not change . 
NRCS will continue to build on 
60 years of experience, our 
scientific and technical expertise, 
and our partnerships with 
conservation districts and olhers. 

The evidence is clear. Iowa's 
farmers are making e:cceptional 
progress in caring for natural 
resources, particularly soil and 
water resources. 

The changes are evident as you 
drive across the state. There are 
more acres seeded to grass, more 
crop residues, more trees, more 
wetlands, more wildlife and 
wildlife habitat, more water 
quality improvement practices·· 
more of about every aspect of 
resource improvement than in 
past years. 

Iowa farmers have accepted 
conservation challenges issued by 
Congress in the 1985 and 1990 
farm bills, and the result is record 
progress in resource protection. 
The state's farmers have also 
embraced new wetland 
restoration and land protection 
programs of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to reverse earlier 
long-term trends of wetlands and 
woodlands losses. 

Consider lbt Record: 

Soil erosion on Iowa cropland 
was cut 35 percent from 1982 to 
1992, according to the National 
Resources Inventory conducted 
by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (fo rmerly 
the Soil Consef\latio n Service). 
The rate of wind and water 
erosion was cut from 10.8 tons an 
acre in 1982 to 7 tons an acre in 
1992. 

Of the state's 25 million acres 
of cropland, 2. 1 million acres of 
the most severely eroding land 
was enrolled in the 10-year 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Land enrolled in the CRP 
was converted from eroding 
cropland to non-eroding 
grasslands and woodlands for a 
I 0-year period. More Iowa 
farmers enrolled in the CRP than 
from any other state. 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
If we don't plan for It today, 
there won't be anything to plan 
for tomorrow. 

WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING 
SOIL CONSERVATION 

BEATRICE CHEESE INC. 
·Manutacturer of Fine Qual:ty Dally Proau:ts" 

Fredericksburg 237·5311 

TRAIL BLAZERS. 
Whether you take lhe high road or lhe low road. you"ll apprectate 
the comlon and perfomtance of the Rodpon Ouldoor Collection 
In durable leather and nubuck wtdt a ltghtv.cight, rugged ouiSOie 
Try on a pair today. And go bla1.e a few lratls 

1"8.~1T COMPANY 

" 283·3711 



Contour strip crops on Kathryn Hlnsenbrock property north or 
West Union in the roreground and Duane Morks terraces in the 
background ill us trate two dirrerent a pproaches to soil 
conservation. 

The F•v•" • County SOli Conarrvrtlon Corn­
mlnlonrre r~r ptoudol thr Oiall ltt'aac:c:om­
pllahmrnta, 

Field Office Sta ff. Pictured ldt to righ t, WiiU am Stanley, Federal Technician; Ala n Crowe, 
State Technician; Jerry Mun, Distr ict Conservationist ; Lori Kohlmeyer, State Secn:ta ry ; 
Julie McCready, WAE; L.aVonne Koch, Federal Technician. 

n1ta work eould not brponlblr without the 
workand eooparrt lon ol our Earthwortl 
~::'~=~and Oratnrgr Tiling Contrrc:tota 

Contour buffer strips are common site along highway 56 east or 
W~t Union. Russel Medberry Farm. 

The 1994 h}ette t::ounty Soil and Water Coo~ervatioo Uistrict are rront row len 1 - ht 
IUcbard Jen~en, William Bennett, and Dawn DeVore. Bac k row ldt to right Pau~ ~~55' 
Larry Reilin~ and Carl Nus. Not pictured Matt Stewart, new comm issioner. ' ' 

INSURE 
TOMORROW 
THROUGH 

!CONSERVATION I 

Landowners That Applied a Conservation Practice 
State Cost Funds and ACP Cost Share Funds 

Fcay~tt~ co ... nty 
~ t\ubym Township Dgycr ljtwMhjp CJcm oot Township 

Norberti!Kkmao , .. MorningStarFann.t "' Du~eMork 600 Bruce E. Anderson .. 
Mo l"'l ingSterFermt :JJO Ronald Kuenoeo "' Harold Spies ICM SteYeMett ,., - Uous Mibm 600 Mehrin Bohr 600 Kelly Wander '" 

~ ',_ Col"'leliUJ Baumler 412 JeffH~ken ,., Randy Scbuelle ,., 
DanSI;bumKher 600 VUJiiMonroe '" Ray SteffeN! '" 

Ucthel Thwruthip Windsgr Township Unlon 1jtwn11hlp Pinup! Val ii!J ThWJn bip 
*Key RlJRdnkillJFanns :JIO Byron Clark 380 Jo~~"/;~es3~~!00 Kftlt Nydeger 600 

33D-Contouring JeffPiegtllkuhl :JIO Harvey Ungerer 330 Medlleny Fanns,Inc. 515 

342-Criticar Area Don Treloar 412 
John McMillian ICM 

Duane Streif ICM 

Planting Carlll)1nJD 600 Richard Menne ICM 

38D-Windbreak 
To111Mitcbell 515 Clarence Cannon 600 

OwlesMtl.eidl $15 llerk Vagtt 343 
412-Grassed Waterway D1leCopp 330 LlndaGje:nt 342 

585-Contour Buffer 
Oan~ Center Towmhio Wr:!ilfir:l!iiistlmihlg ~ 

Str.ps DonaJd Pagel 310 Eugene Kohlmeyer "' MatkHo""lt'd 585fJ30 R.obtrtShaffer 600 
600-Terraces ICeo Baker ONMP T.J. WO<HU 600 JlogerHaJ'II"tiOO ,., ... M&mu:Boebm '" ICM-Integrated Crop Roo BodellSteioer JJO 

Management 
llowudFarm.,Ioc. 515 

MdwDi.o.u 515 
OMNP- Organic Leluoano farms 515 

Nutrient 

Management 
[B:D1291 Iown'ihiR Hl!!!n I~:t~hig Smithfield Township [alrfirl!iiThwp•hjo 

P rogram 
Gory- 380 lioward liarkm 330 JetrMoellel"!! , .. 
Darwin fink 380 EuseneFranzeo "' RonaJd Ward 330 

MicbwiFraoUD "' Eugene Sieck 330 
GrMJ Market, Ltd. 600 

Briaa Mei.Jrin 515 

~~:J'de~=Jr:: 
Doallaadel ... 

~ l!jf_m!l!!....li!_W'1~.!1W $«1tt.Imn.~hW I:'J,Itna~ 
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Soil Conservation Annual Report 

Fayelte County Consertill .N.!tociu1ion sponsored the Nort he ast Iowa Conservution Implementation 
Show last August at the fairgrounds. No-till, ridge-till and mulch-tillage equipment were on display 
provided by local farmer and Implement dealers. Two panel discussions w~re held at the event made 
up or experienced local rurm ers. Over 100 attended this event. Ben Huns berger was the committee 
chai rperson In cba.,;e or the show. (Photos by Fayeue County Unio n) 

Ken Baker's Waste Storage Pond 
Ken originally was building a 

new building for 400 finishers 
and growers. lie wanted to build a 
sto rage structure or pond to store 
the waste over the cropping 
season to better utilize his Animal 
Waste and to be spread on a more 
timely manner. There was also a 
lot of run off coming off of his 
open lot for his gestating sows, 
that he wanted to control and 
better utilize. 

The Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (forme rl y 
SCS) first made soil borings to 
sec if the soil would be suitable 
for an Earthen Storage Pond, or if 
no t, w ould ne ed a concrete 
s tructure, which is much more 
costl y. The soil s we re ve ry 
suitable fo r an Earthen Storage 
Pond 

The storage pond was designed 
on lhe down stream side of the 
open lot for his sow!., so that a 
setting basin could be built to 
retain the solids from the open lot 
and then be scraped periodically 

into the storage pond A fille r 
strip wa!t then built on the south 
side of the pond to filter the 
liquids going through the settling 
basin at peak rainfall times. 

The was te f rom the 
co nfi nement system for his 
growers and finishers flows 
through a 12~ PVC pipe to the 
storage pond, and works a pu ll 
plug type system. 

Ken feels that the system is 
working well. It w ill let him 
spread the anima l waste o n the 
fields in a timely manner. Also by 
taki ng credit fo r the nutrients he 
will be able to save money by 
cutting back on the amount of 
com mercial fe rtilizer he applies. 

Ke n will be improv ing the 
water quality of the surface and 
subsurface wa ter leaving his 
farm. Applicat ion fo r cost share 
can be made through Fayette Soil 
and Water Conservat ion District 
or Consolidated Farm Services 
Agency (formerly the ASCS). 
Cost !.baring funds may be 
limited with both organizat ions. 

Iowa's Conservation Farmer Appreciation 
Program 

Many Fayt!lte County Co nservat ion furmers and spouses el\joyed 
coffee and rolb with Di!ol.-ict !I tufT and commissionen os part oft be 
Consen ution Furmer Appreciution Program held at the NRCS 
offi ce In We!lt Union lu!lt December. Tbe farmers also received a 
commem orutlve pewter C hri stmas tree ornament with a 
certinca te. 

Many fa rmers wou ld like to sec 
their co n se r vation 
accomp lishments recognized by 
the non-fanning public. In fact , a 
statewide program was organized 
to do just that. Called the 
"Co n servation Farmer 
Appreciation Program," it asks 
the non-farm community to help 
in saying thank you to thousands 
of Iowa farmers for their 
conservation work. Our state's 
conservation fa rmers, and they 
number in the thousands, have 
made sincere efforts to improve 
our resources; they deserve a 
!tincerc thank you. 

Your help is needed 
By William E. Benoelt 
C hair- Fa)ette SWCD 

The Faycuc SWC D will ... oon 
he <,e nding YllU a letter a<.king 
you to join in our efforts to 
pru tec t all the people and 
rc:.ourccs ot f a)·ctte County. We 

'w ill be a ... king you to become 
: involved . to hccome a member 

of th e Fayette S\,il ;md Water 
Con~erv ntion D t~trict Con­
'>Cf"\."ation C\uh 

We need your help fo r many 
reason. ... but I will only mention 
a few of them. The SWCD doe!<> 
not tax you fo r thei r 'erv ices 
The commissioners mu!lt ratse 
the funds needed to provide 
educati onal programs to th e 
chi ldren and adults of th e 
county. Our new,lencr, that i!t 
used to keep the people up- to­
date on the events and rules of 
conservation, costs us several 
hundred dollars each year. The 

conservation field day fo r third 
grade rs co!<tts the district man y 
doll a rs, m additi o n to the 
donatio ns fro m the va ri ous 
bu.., inesses and individuals. In 
the past, we have_ raised ~he 
funds needed for this by sellmg 
tree,, cooking burgers. and other 

· mean<., now we would ask that 
you take a more direct part in 
thi-. by JOining the Faye tte 
SWC D Con~rvation O ub. 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 1 Receipt Card 
.----=-~.:.:..:.::.:_ _____ --, I Soil a:da~-::::r ~:~!:!vat ion 

; Supporter 

L----=~~~------' 1 ~~~r~'-s-s ______ _ 

NAME, _____ ______ _ 

Fayette Soli and Water 
Conservation District Commissioners 

422-3868 

Amount 
Relunalllti iiiOrtkla wttllrouflklnlllonto; 

F•ye!IISod~W~IIr 
ConservabOnO!stnct 
412~ 1 5051 

WestlJQion, IA5217S-t508 

Northeast Iowa Conservation 
Implementation Show 

The order of the well, the pump and the cup 
By Richard Jensen 
SWCD Commissioner 

It's a surprise to realize that 
another year has gone, and it is 
Annual Report time aga in. I hope 
the landusers who made use of 
our services were satisfied and 
benefited from the technical and 
financia l help they received. Our 
purpose is to support your efforts 
in protecting the soil, plants, and 
animals. We realize that all life is 
dependent on the land, water. and 
air. It would be wrong not to 
protect th e total environmental 
community of wh ich we arc also 
a member. In our" efforts to make 
conservation easie r, I hope we 
have not made it trivial. Please 
stop in for assistance and 
recommendations for your farm. 

There is anot he r form of 
erosion I would like to address. 
Maybe by working together we 
can limit further loss. No, I'm not 
referring to the slow gradual 
rrosion cau sed by na1urc o r 

1:'~~~~~er~~d cf~s~e~fe1a~:C~~ 
from the land. Our national 
emblem, the bald eagle was 
saved from extinction because 
enough conscientious citizens felt 
it reflected a strong coun try. 
Surely we as farmers arc as 
deserving. 

Very often these financially 
strapped farmers practiced 
conservation as a sta te of 

Thousands o f Iowa farmers 
have stopped draining wetlands to 
farm them. In fact hundreds of 
farmers a1c res toring wet lands 
instead . More than 5,000 acres of 
wetlands were restored in Iowa 
between 1987 and 1994, and 
landowners have entered USDA's 
Wetlands Reserve and Emergency 
Wetlands Reserve Programs to 
restore anoth er 25,000 acres . 
There was 10 times more interest 
in the WRI"' for wetland 
resiOration than funds avai lable 
this summer. 

I kn o w o f no o th e r 
government di vi!tion that. docs 
not allow the elected officml !o to 
tax the public for the services 
provided. _The ~oil_ and Water 
Conservahon D1 stncts of Iowa 
not onl y do not tax for thea 
scrvic~ !t ~u t also do not pay _the 
comm•,s•one rs for thc 1r 11me 
and labor 

With the conse rvation club, 
we will be able to provide more 
information and services to the 
people of the Faye tte So 1l ~nd 
Wa1er Conserva llo n D•stnct 
y0 ur mcmbe r!thip fcc will be 
deducti ble from your income 
tax I hope we wtll be able _to 
count on you to help us provt~e 

1 better place fo r_ eve ryone Ul 

Fayellt: county to hve. 

harmony between man and his 
use of the land. They felt an 
e thi cal obligation to the 
envi ronment as well as his 
economic needs. Our society is 
primarily economic driven. 
Therefore, it rewa rds efficiency 
of production at the 
environments cos ts. 
Fu nd amentall y this means to 
produce an abundance of food or 
fiber at the lowest price 
regardless of the cost. 

Farmers have applied many 
conservation practices to their 
land, bu t inadeq uate ret urns 
prevents additi onal efforts. An 
economic driven agricu lture is 
based on a self serving attitude 
that yields the most immediate 
visible economic gain and is 
often at odds with the ecology. 
The net effect is that we have 
elevated the government to be 
custodians of both the economy 
and ecology by way of 
ownership , conlrol, and 
regulations and subsidy. We arc 
left with a heher skelter farm 
management organization in 
chaos. The intent ion is proper, 
but the results fall short of my 
expectat ion. It tends to ignore 
and eventually eliminate the very 
people it was designed to serve. 

Through various theories of 
survival we arc driven by gauges, 
gadgets, and gimmicks that 
improve and increase poundage, 

Nitrogen used by Iowa farmers 
dropped from an average of 90 
po unds an acres in 1985 to an 
average of 77 pounds an acre in 
1993. Since 1985, the average use 
per year has been 80 pounds an 
acre, well be low the midwest 
average. 

tonnage, output, yield, speed, 
size, comfort, range, and flavor. 
The only problem is that this 
theory also causes extennination 
of fa rmers. Comparing the price 
of a postage stamp and a pound 
of pork makes one wonder about 
the val ue efficiency. Can 
increased production insure our 
survival? It seems like more 
actuall y equates to less. Do we 
need mo re information o r are we 
satu rated and confused by too 
much of it? Experts analyze, 
prognosticate, and forecast but 
the answer still eludes us. One 
expen advises farmers to buy and 
another thinks il is time to sell. 
Another says profits are down 
and another says that losses are 
up . I guess they arc all right. 
About the only advice they seem 
to agree on is to produce more. 

Would the world's entire 
economic and ecologic health be 
improved by learning the 
inlcrdcpcndcncc of lhc old well, 
pump, and cup order; or is that to 
!timpli-.lic? Fi.rM, the well (our 
land} must not be fouled. Second, 
the pump, (the farmer) must not 
fail so the cup (our production) is 
full. This interdependence should 
not be taken for granted. The 
health and wealth o f the world 
depends on this obligation. 

= 
Iowa farmers have helped 

pheasant, deer, wild turkey and 
other w ildlife flouri'ih, by 
planting food plots and wildlife 
habitat. Iowa farmer attitudes are 
reflected in a Utah St~~ote 
University s tudy which showed 
that despi te an average annual 
cost of $423 in wildlife damages 
as well as a week's worth of 

::tx;~;~~s~~~:lft~hei=:~ 
wildlife habitat. 

~sutfoltr 
6300 Cultivator 

"The Tough One" 

Features 
• Long-life, DURA-FACE 01 • IIi~ tooU,a r clearance for 

, ,..eepll unpro"ed reeidue flow 
• 4 1/2" x 16" semi pnl'umall(' , • Individual row quid,. 

lugged , flat -free tires adJUlltabl~ depth contro l 
• Dill<' hiller aight gauge • Sf'Lf loclting Ierew JACiu 
• Disc hiller hu.bt witl1 tape red • 18" coulter 

roller bearingll Optiom 
• Wider, longer, and tougher • 20" coulte r 

paraUellinkage • 0pt:"n to1• dirt aluelda and 
• Two disc hiller& per row ridging WLnp 

BAUMLER IMPLEMENT, INC. 
1306 HWY. 150 SOUTH 

WEST UNION, IOWA 
319-422-3835 

Fleischer Manu.fa,.~, Inc. 
Box 848. Colurnhull . 1\ebraaka 68602-0848 ·W2 



FARM DRAINAGE 
1"1 mg • Dozer • Backhoe • Excavating 

924-2674 

LORAS DRILLING 
&SON 

Tiling • Bull Dozing • Backhoe Work 

WAUCOMA 776-4693 
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Conservation 
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Day 
For 
3rd 

Graders· 
Expanded 

in 
1994 

rt 

NRCS . Jerry Muff Is shown wllh students talking about farm ponds and tht: life within it, 

CODE 
100 
102 
104 
106 
108 
170 
171 
172 
173 
312 
329 
330 
410 
412 
585 
600 
901 
904 
905 

Conservation Accomplishments 
1994 Fiscal Year 

PRACTICE 
Conservation District Cooperators 
Individuals and Groups Assisted 
Followup on HEL Plans 
Individuals and Groups Applying Practices 
Resource Management System Planned 
Tracts/No llighly Erodible Land 
Tracts/Higbly Erodible Land 
Tracts with Approved Cm.servation Systems Applied 
Tracts with an Approved Conservation Compliance Plan 
Waste Management System 
Conservation Tillage 
Contour Farrning 
Grade Stabilization Structure 
Grassed Waterway 
Contour Stripcropping 
Terraces 
Cropland Acres Treated 
Woodland Acres Treated 
Wildlift Laod Acres Treated 
Conse~ation Reserve Program 1·12 Sign-Up 

NUM!l~R 
3 

907 
479 
412 

102 
57 

271 
61 

523 

2,539 ac 

6,020 ac 
24,563 ac 
22,815 ac 

15,592 ac 
5,924 ac 

365 ac 
1,894 ac 
28,084 ft 
25,336 ac 

994 ac 
45 ac 

23,752.96 ac 
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Soil Conservation Annual Reoort 

Terraces recently constructed East of West Union. 

Federal Crop Insurance Reform 
By James D. Rogen 
FmHAIRECD 

On October 13, 1994, the 
President signed H.R. 4217, the 
Federal Crop Insurance Rcfonn 
and Department of Agriculture 
Reorganization Act of 1994, 
Public Law No. I 03-354. This 
act authorized reorganization of 
USDA by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, including 
consolidation, relocation and 
closure of field offices. 

FmHA committees located in 
each county were eliminated. 
The Fayette County Committee 
included J ack Ha rtm an 
(Chai rm a n), Sumner; a nd 
members Harry Reicks of S t. 
Lucas and Dan Rosburg of 
Arlington. Alan AJbrccht of 
Maynard was the alternate. 

Close to September 30, 1995 
the agricu ltu ral FmHA loans, 
including both insu red and 
guaranteed loans will be 
transferred to the Consolidated 
Farm Service Agency. The 
individual housing FmHA loans, 
including both insu red and 
guaranteed loans will be 
retained in the RECD. The 
former FmHA employees will 
be assigned to CFSA and RECD 
under plans presently being 
developed to meet the needs of 
loan making and servicing. 

Reduce your soil loss with terraces 

Major changes will take place 
with Farmers Home 
Administration. Several years 
ago association type loans in 
FmHA were transferred to a 
newly created Rural 
Development Agency. This 
agency worked closely with 
FmHA and its personnel have 
been on a district and state level. 
The present reorganization has 
eliminated both FmiiA and 
RDA and transferred the 
personnel and functions to a 
Rural Eco nomic and 
Community Development 
Agency. The existing 
agricultural loans, housing loans 
and community development 
loans arc continued unchanged. 

Present employees of the West 
Union RECD office arc: James 
D. Rogers, County Supervisor; 
Linea M. Baldwin, Assistant 
County Supervisor; Charlene J. 
Nerem, County Program 
Technician and Jill A. Darnell, 
County Program Assistant.. 

By Bill Stanley 
SCfNRCS 

How would you like to reduce 
your soil loss by as much as 
65%? Contour terraces can, in 
some cases, do just that! In fact 
in cases that include gully 
erosion it could be far greater 
than 65%. 

Contour terraces reduce both 
the present of slope in the 
fanned portion of the field and 
the length of slope between the 
terraces. The percent of slope, 
length of the slope, and 
contouring are all major factors 
in the universal soil loss 
equation that is used to 
determine the soil loss. • 

After a terrace system is 
completed almost all of the 
gully erosion is controlled 
through the terraced are~ and ?n 

downhill to a pomt to where the 
slope flattens out, and gully 
e rosion is not a problem or is 
controlled by a grassed 
waterway. 

With contour terraces you can 
use a more intensive rotat ion 
and still stay eligible for the 
conservation compliance 
provision of the Food Security 
Act(FSA). 

Tirraces will also improve 
water quality by trapping greater 
than 90% of the sediment that 
would otherwise move on 
downstream. 

Natural Resource Con­
servation Service (formerly 
SCS) personnel will design, and 
make cost estimates at no charge 
to the land owner or tenant. Up 
to 50% cost share is available 
through Consolidated Farm 

1995 TREE SEEDUNG & TRANSPlANT SALE 
NAME::---------------------------------

ADDRESS:----------------------------­

CJTV, STATE, ZIP: -'-----------------------

TELEPHONE:: __________ (bome:J_ ________ (work) 

The Fayette SWCD (Soi l' & Water Conservation District) is once 
again sponsoring a tree seedling and transplant sale. The trees are 
hardy, bare root seedli ngs with healthy root systems from Cascade 
Forestry Service, Inc. Prices shown are per bundle of 25, except the 
nut tree, evergreen and shade tree packages. 

We arc also offering individual trees this year. These trees arc 
conside red to be jumbo transplants because of their fullness, heavy 
caliper, and massive root system. Individual trees for sale include: blue 
spruce, Norway spruce, white spruce, and white pine and arc on 
display at the office. Each tree will be sold for S5.00 a nee. 

The sale is open to anyone interested in planting trees. AJI o rders 
must be received in our office no later than February 27, 1995. We will 
notify you in mid-April as to when your order can be picked up. Trees 
must be paid fo r when ordered. We do encourage early ordering, as we 
do sell out of the more popular species. • 

Cost Per Number Total 

~ I!!!!!J!k I!!..!lrl!<r .Qw 
American Arborvitae (12-18") 

Black Hills Spruce (12-18") 

Blue Spruce (12-18") 

Honeysuckle (Hawkeye) 
(18-24"- Aphid resistant) 

Liloc (18-24") 
Norway Spruce (12-18") 
Scotch Pine (12-18.,) 

White Pine(l2-18") 
White Spruce (12-18") 

Native Nut-Tree Package 
3 Butternut, (2-3') 
3 American lla.zclnut, (6-12") 
3 Black Walnut, (6-12") 
2 Nonhcm Pecan, (6-12") 
3 American Beechnut, (6-12") 

Evergreen Package 
4 White Pine, (12-18") 
4 White Spruce, (12-18") 
4 Norway Spruce, (12-18") 

Shade Tree Package 
3 Green Ash, (2-3') 
3 Sugar Maple, (2-3') 
3 Red Ook, (2-3') 
3 Pin O>lk, (2-3') 
3 Swamp White Oak, (2-3') 

lndjyjdu11l Tn:r:s 
Blue Spruce (18-30") 
Norway Spruce (18-30") 
White Spruce (18-30") 
White Pine (18-30") 

$40.00 

$32.00 

$32.00 

$40.00 
$40.00 
$32.00 

$32.00 

$32.00 
$32.00 
Cost Per 
~ 
$50.00 

$45.00 

$50.00 

Cost Per 
....1m 

$5.00 
$5.00 
$5.00 

$5.00 

Total of Above ... 
Add 5% Sales Tax ...... . 

X ---------
X ---------
X ---------

X --------
X --------
X --------
X --------
X --------
X --------

X --------

X --------

X ---------

Number Total 
Il!..QWr J:lW 

X -------_____ x ____ 

X ---------
X -------

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE...... __ _ 
Please make checks payable to Fayette SWCD and return with )t.)Ur 
order to 612 Highway 150 South #1, West Union, 1A 52175-1508. 
Thank you for your order! 

Services Agency (formerly 
ASCS) or the Fayette Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office. Both sources of cost 
sharing funds may be limited. 

USDA changes, better service 
By Don Carpenter 
Acling County Exei:utive 
Director 

As you may be aware, our 
agency has undergone a few 
changes lately. The nationwide 
reorganization and streamlining 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will result 
in better service to Fayette 
producers. USDA agencies have 
been realigned and given new 
names to reflect the 1,ervices they 
offer. Most programs of the 
Agricultural Stdbilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS) arc 
now under the Consolidated 
Farm Service Agency (CFSA). 

More than nine of ten farmers Farm lending programs of the 
arc in compliance with USDA's former Farmer's Home 
conservation rules, which require Administration (FmHA) will be 
farmers to have completed transferred to CFSA in the 
conservation practices to prated coming months 
highly erodible lands. Farmers In addition to the 

:;l~m:~~~~ns!~:tio~e~~~s ~; t:~~~n~z:~~~~n't:c ~cc~c~:~ c~:: 
all their highly erodible lands. Insurance Refonn Act of 1994. 
When it was suggested the This act combin~ the old USDA 
deadline be extended because of crop insurance program and the 
the floods of 1993, farm leaders disaster assistance programs 
asked that the deadlines remain, previously administered by 
to keep on schedule. ASCS into one program. For 

insurable crops, the law virtually 

eliminates the possibility of 
future disaster assistance. 

The Federal Crop Insurance 
Program provides for a new 
catastrophic Coverage level 
(CAT) that is available for 
fanners for a nominal fcc of $50 
per insurable crop. This CAT 
coverage will compensate 
farmers for crop yield losses 
greater than 50% at the payment 
rate of 60% of the expected 
market price. 

Farmers must sign up for at 
least the catast rophic leve l of 
crop insurance coverage by 
March 15, 1995 to be eligible for 
USDA programs and benefits 
such as Acreage Reduction 
Programs including deficiency 
payments, commodity price 
support loans, Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and 
FmHA loans. Producers are 
encouraged lo timely cslablish 
actual production history (APH) 
with the Fayette County CFSA 
Office or a private insurance 
company by certifying to one or 
more years continuous 
production history for each crop 
on each unit. Producers should 
contact their local CFSA Office 
for more program details. 

Public opinion 
on Conservation 

Thank you for 
a job well done 
By Fayclte Soil and Water 
Di!!trict Commissioners 

The Fayette Soil and Water 
District would like to take this 
time to give a heart felt thank 
yo1.1 to Larry Rieling. Larry has 
been a commissioner for the last 
six years. lie has added much to 
the district with his ideas, time 
and labor. lie has represented 
the people of Fayette County 
well. 

In the last six years, he has 
freely given hundreds of hours 
of his time and energy to the 
people of Fayc~tc County 
without any financ1al reward or 
personal glory for himself: We 
will miss him at our meetmgs 
We thank you, Larry and wish 
you the best. 

Both Iowa farmers and their 
non-farm neighbors believe 
progress is being made in soil and 
water care, according to a 1994 
survey by Iowa State University. 
Both groups recognize recent 
efforts on the part of farmers to 
better care for soil and water, but 
the study shows farmers are more 
likely to believe considerable 
improvements have been made. 

The survey shows 95 percent of 
farmers say they arc doing much 
better or better on soil-saving 
practices than they were 10 years 
ago, while 76 percent of non-farm 
residents say that. 

Similarly, 81 percent of farmers 
say water quality improvements 
are better or much better, while 
the figure for non-farm residents 
is 50 percent. Only a very small 
minority of either non-farm or 
farm people think farmers arc 
doing worse in the areas of soil 
and water care. 

The survey showed strong 
sentiment from fanners that they 
are concerned about soil and 

water resources (99 percent) 
while non-farm residents also felt 
farmers a rc concerned (92 
percent). 

Non-farm residents felt the 
general public has more 
responsibility for soil and water 
care than individual farmers; on 
the question of whether the share 
of state and federal tax dollars 
used for conse rv ation should 
increase or decrease, non-farm 
people would increase the share 
more than farmers would. 

On the other hand, non-farm 
residents are more likely to urge 
mandatory rather than voluntary 
programs to control soil loss and 
water quality degradation. Iowa 
farmers were st rong proponents 
of voluntary efforts (84 percent) 
while non-fann residents were 
evenly split (54 percent voluntary 
and 46 percent mandatory.) 

The survey was conducted in 
March of 1994 through telephone 
interviews of 448 farm 
households and 396 non-farm 
households, from 95 counties in 
Iowa. 

CONSERVATION 
•CREATES PROFIT DOLlARS• 

Soil Conservation [ 
sertice 

By Rkbard Sims 
Area Conservatlonlst 

USDA reorganizati o n i s 
slowly working it's way through IJ 

Congress and hopefu lly will be u 
app roved before the sess ion j 
:~1~u:, ~:~r,r~~:ew~:eh::~~ ,. 
items in reo rgani zation, if q 
approved, that will provide a 
better se rvice to you. For 
example there are several 
counties where the Soil 
Conservation Service, County 

1 Extension Service a nd l 
Agricultural Stabilization and 

1 
Conservation Service offices are 

1 not co-located. This c reated 
unnecessary driving time for our 

1 
customers. 

One of the bright spots for me l 
this year was the si.gning a!ld 

1 
approval ~f The Ltttle Pamt 

1 Watershed m AJlamakee County. 1 This is an excellent example of 
local •. state, and federal people 

1 
workmg together for a common > 
goal. Work on the watershed will 
start in fiscal year 1995. (October 1 
1, 1994 to September 30, 1995.) 

The Soil Conservation Service ~ 
~n Iowa has had a 10% .reduction ; 
tn ou r 1995 budget. Thts has the 
potential to seriously affect ; 
several offices in Iowa. When a 
position is vacated it probably 
will not be filled, (except for the 
District Conservationist 

1 
position), and our funds for pan 1 
time employment has been cut in 
half. This is equal to five staff 
years gone for Northeast Iowa. 

The 1996 budget forecasters 
estimate another reduction. The 
SCS offices will have to 
determine what workload items 
will or will not get accomplished 
because of the staff reductions. 

There were three new water 
quality projects approved in 
Northeast Iowa this year. They I 
arc in Howard, Jackson and Linn) 
counties. '{'hese funds are from 
EPA and administered by the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. The local SCS office 
provides the technical advice and 
application to complete the 
projects. AJI projects will be for 
lhree years with the pnlenfral '" 
be extended Next year we are 
working on !.ite .. in Allamakee, 
Winncshick, Dubuqu~. and 
Clayton counties 

We anticipate a very 
productive year for 1995. SCS is 
a service orientated agency and 
we arc always willing to listen to 
your concerns. 

Fundamentals of 
better land and water 

Slowing Erosion By Water 
Soil erosion from water is 

slowed in two basic ways-­
covering the ground and slowing 
the water's descent off a hillside. 
Grass, legumes, crop residues 
from the previous year, trees and 
sh rubs arc common forms of 
ground cover used by fanners to 
protect the soil. These ground 
covers arc ofte n used in 
combination with contouring and 
terracing, which arc methods to 
slow water down as it runs off a 
hillside. 

Slowing Erosion By Wind 
As is the case with erosion by 

water, erosion by wind is cut 
drastically if the ground is 
covered with some sort of 
vegetation. Loose, dry soi l that 
would otherwise blow into the 
atmosphere is held in place with 
vegeta tion . That includes crop 
rotations, cover crops such as rye 
or wheat when crops arc not 
growing ,and usc of past years' 
crop residues. Wind erosion is 
a lso curbed with barriers 
including farmstead and field 
windbreaks. 

Better Land, Better Water 
Most conservation practices 

that protect the soil from erosion 
arc also very good for improving 
the quality of water, particularly 
surface water. Soil held in place 
prevents excessive sedimentation! 
of water supplies, along with 
better control of pesticides. Much 
of the vegetation used for erosion 
prevention can also serve to filter 
con tamin ants from runoff. 
Restored wetlands serve as filters 
as well as offering habitat for 
wildlife, along with other 
benefits. Iowa farmers are 
increasingly using conservat ion 
measures in combinations to 
protect all the resources on ~he 
farm, in an ecosystems protect~on 
approach. They are considenng 
the soil, water, air, plants, and 
animals on the fann and beyond 
as they plan to improve resour~ 
use for themselves and the1r 
neighbors. 
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Soil Conservation Annual Reoort 
Harvesting • The beginning or the end lVho are these people? 

The spotted owl bas become a in the 1960's opened up the forest to keep our forests in a healthy. 
nationwide symbol against tree canopy and converted vigorous condition. Income 
harvesting. The well being of the bottomlands to walnut and ash. generated from timber sales Catl 

By WUUam E. Bennett 
~';dor, Reg.ion Four 
""'wcoc spotted owl isn't the issue, but Timber harvesting produces be reinvested back into the timber 

whether we should harvest trees. I wood products that each of us use to guide the forest cover to I would like to tell you about 
SOme people in your soil and 
Water conservation district. As 
Region 4 director of the Iowa 
AssOciation of Soil and Water 
Conservation Di s tri c t 
Comm i!osioncrs, 1 have come to 
know and appreciate these people 
and the work they do. They are 
people who are dedicated to a 
~use. They give freely of their 
lime and resources. They receive 
no salary for all their time and 
effort. They do their best to help 
everyone in your district, but a 
lot of you do not know their 
names. They have a major impact 
on your lifestyle and the quality 
or your life. They have an effect 
on your drinking water, your 
recreation, your income, and 
many other things in your life. 
They are working to see that you 
will have the food to cat, the 
water to drink, and the air to 
breathe, so that you and your 
children may enjoy a long and 
fruitful life. 

used to think this was a coastal every day of our lives. Look species that most meet the 

~reyn~~=~~~r::S\i~~t :~~~e~~ :~~~d :i~~0~dw~~ ~ae~:~C: landowner 's o b j e c t i v e s. 
state land is proof that many these necessities come from ? u Harvesting with the intent of 
people are opposed to tree managed properly, our forests regenerating the forest to trees 
harvesting in the Midwest. will grow products we must have will result in a healthy forest, I$ 

In a state where harvesting on a continual basis. Following ~usceptible to damage by storms. 
agricultural crops is a way of life, the proper steps prior 10 and &ftcr msects, and disease. 
why is timber harvesting so the harvest will insure a 
offensive? Some people view sustainable forest. The harvest 
timber harvesting as an end to the has not destroyed the forest, only 
forest . But is it the end of the changed the s tructure of the 
forest , or the beginning of a new forest. There will be fewer large 
forest? trees and mo re s mall trees 

It may appear to be the end of momentarily. The thousands of 
the forest because it takes a tree seedlings once under the canopy 
so long to grow? Eighty years is a of the larger trees will race for 
lifetime to us, but our natural sunlight to determine which trees 
resources have been evolving for will fill the voids created by the 
millions of years, and 80 years is harvest. 
but a blink of the eye. When The best way to maintain ou r 
c·omparcd to other natural forests is to actively manage the 
resources we harvest such as coal, resource, not ignore it. The 
oil or limestone, trees take a very tornadoes that passed through 
short time to replenish Howard, Winneshiek, and 
themselves. AJ!amakee counties thi s past 

People have told me that trees summer are a prime example that 
~ho uld be allowed to die and forests cannot be preserved in 
decay, a nd that harves ting their present state. On state land 
disrupts the natural order o f alone, ove r 3,000 large trees were 
things. Have you eve r seen a damaged by the storms. Mother 
wildfi re or tornado? These are Nature did not ask us if we agree 
pan of the natural order of things, o r disagree with timber 
and they are timber harvests. In harvesting. No preparation was 
face the forest cover we see on the made to estab lis h desirable 
landscape today is a direct result seed lings to replace the o lder 
of Nature's harvesting activity. trees. Thr. tornado clouds traveled 
The prairie fires which destroyed across nonheast Iowa, harvesting 
the thin barked trees and left the older trees that were brittle with 
oak with thick insulating bark age. The noods of 1993 had a 
resu lted in our present oak sim ilar impact o n bottomland 
timbe rs. The Dutch Elm disease forests. 
which killed millions of elm trees Harvesting is an important tool 

CFSA 1995 allocations 
By Jill Shannon 
Consenolk)D Program 
Assistant 

$46,685 of annual ACP funds. 
The County Committee paid 
producers approximately $11,300 
cost share for gr&!)sed waterways, 

Fayette County CFSA $7,000 roughly for water control 
(formerly ASCS) has received st ruc tures and an estimated 
their 19Q5 allocation for the $5,000 for terraces funded under 
Agricultural Conse rvat io n the annual cost share program. 
Program (ACP). Funding has CFSA provided producers with 
hccn cut t.y filly pcn:cnt from cost share payments totaling 
)d-.t yt:dl'" d!IU\:ation so we nearly $13,000 for con1our 
encourage you to !oign up by farm ing, strip cropp ing and no· 
Jo.tarch Jist for any practice you till systems. In addition to those 
are JOICrested in Each practices funds were a lso 
application received requesting distributed to producers who 
ACP funds is reviewed by the planted trees or improved a stand 
County Committee and of trees, seeded land down to a 
evaluated un the amou nt of permanent vegetative cover or 
envinmmental benefit vcr~us the installed areas for wildlife. 
cost to CFSA and th en Conservation Reserve Program 
prioritized accordingly. participants shou ld be aware that 

during the 1995 calendar year, 
A new practice titl ed SP·53, USDA will consider requ es ts 

Integrated Crop Management has from them to be released from 
been added for the 1995 fi scal their CRP contracts or to modify 
year. This prilctice demonstrntes their current contracts to reduce 
the usc of an ICM system to the amount of acreage. USDA 
reduce pollution of water, land, will also request and consider 
or air and preserve soil fertility. bids to enroll new acreage in the 
Apply this practice to cropland C RP subject to new 10 year 
on which there is a need to contracts. Only the most 
ensure that pesticides, herbicides environmentally. beneficial acres 
dnd- nutrients arc applied in an will be selec ted for new 
efficient and environm entall y contracts. USDA plans to have 
sound manner while the land is regulat ions in place by the 
devoted to ag ri cu ltural summer of 1995. We will update 
production. you as information becomes 

Last year CFSA was allocated available t<' us. 

FSWCD has many people 
and businesses to thank 
By Fayette SWCD 
Commissioners 

The Fayette Soi l and Water 
Co n se rvati o n District 
Commissioners would like to say 
thank you to a great many people 
and organizations who made ou r 
third annu al conservation field 
day for third graders a success. 
The Fayette Cou nt y Pork 
Producers for cook ing and 
furnishing delicious food for the 
students. The North Fayette, 
Valley, Turkey Valley, West 
Central, Oelwein, and St. Johns 
Schools for their attending. Tom 
Trewin of Fredericksburg for the 

port-a-pottys. C ir c le K 
comm unications of Charles City 
fo r hand held radios. Dick 
Jense n for hi s farm and 
equipment. Kim Dummermuth 
and Randy Helgerson for their 
equipment. The Fayette SWCD, 
the area SCS office, and the 
RC& D for Northeast Iowa for 
furnishing staff to do the many 
jobs that needed done. And last 
but not least the press of Fayette 
county for their coverage of this 
event. We think that each of you 
help make this a little better 
place fo r each of us to li ve. 
Thank you. 

DON RAUSCH 
& SONS 

Terraces, Waterwars, and All Types of 
Earth Moving 

Fort Atkinson 534-7356 

RECKER CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
Arlington 

633-4705 
TILING Aurora 

634-3750 

So, is harvesting the beginning 
or the end? It is neither, but it is • 
sma ll point on an ever cycling 
fo rest ecosystem. Old trees will 
be harvested by man or nature 
and young trees will replace 
them. This cycle has been going 
on for hundreds of years. We can 
harvest the trees as they mature. 
invest money back into the 
resource, and help our forest to 
produce a multitude of benefits. 
A managed forest will provide 
high quality trees, better wildlife 
habitat, improved erosion control, 
esthetics, and help to purify our 
air. There is no beginn ing and 
end. Forests are a renewable 
resource. Only to those who can't 
sec the small seedlings struggling 
for sunlight is there an end. 

Gary Beyer, District Forester 
Box4 
Cbarles City, lA 50616 
515/228-6611 

!think it is time that each or 
you, who are enjoying the fruits 
or their labor, say "thank you" to 
them for all they have done and 
wi ll continue to do for you. Who 
are these people? They arc your 
Fayette Soil an d Water 
Conserva ti on District 

Good working waterways 
By LaVonne Koch 
Nulural Resource 
Conservutlon Technician 

A waterway is an area seeded 
to grass or permanent vegetative 
cover where wate r usually 
concentrates as it runs off a field. 
A g rassed wate rway is an 
imp?rtant practice reducing gully 
erOSIOn. 

When is it time to do 
maintcnan.;e to a \loJ!erw·Ay? 

The heavy rains in 1991 and 
following years, have caused 
serious waterway problems. In 
doing farm follow·up's, I have 
found gullies down the s ides, 
gullie.'J cut down the middle, and 

sediment built up in the center. 
Unstable waterways was also a 
problem. When these occu r it is 
time to do maintenance to your 
waterway. 

To minimize gull ies forming 
along the waterway, don't pl ant 
end rows parallel to the 
waterway. It is best to bring the 
farm equipment into th e 
waterway a couple feet, lift the 
implement to cross the waterway 
and continue to contour on the 
ot her s ide of the grassed area. 
Many times farmers blame 
waterways for failing when they 
simp ly le ave grassed areas to 
narrow to do the job causing 
gullies to fo rm on both sides. A 
waterway needs to have capacity 
to carry the field runoff. 

A big problem in grassed 
waterways is caused by not 
shu ttin g off the sprayer or 
drifting chemical, reducing the 
amount of grass in that area. If 
farmers hire spray ing, they 
should insist th at the operator 
pay attenti on to leave grassed 

waterways. Flagging could be 
done p ri or to sp ray ing to 
emphasize this precaution. 

As water runs down the 
waterway, sediment can settl e out 
causi ng the parabolic shape of 
the waterway to get filled in. The 
bottom of the waterway becomes 
flat or even humped in the 
middle. It is impossible for water 
to run correctly if this happens 
Fast moving water tends to cut 
into the soil causing gullies down 
the middle. To avoid this, the 
cropland within the drainage 
areas, needs good conservation 
practices in place . Good upland 
crcaunclll w11l prnlnnc the life of 
any grassed waterway. 

The outlet o r the botto m 
portion of the waterway is also 
an impo rtant part o f any 
waterway. If an o utlet is not 
correctly cared for a deep gully 
could occur causi ng it to work 
back in to the waterway. To avoid 
this, a grade s tabilizati on 
structure or cons ervation 
practices above the waterway 
should be' installed. Many 
farmers attempt to control gully 
erosion with rock piles or debris. 
This on ly causes the water to 
flow around these obstructions 
which usually cuts a larger gully. 

lf a good waterway is working, 
it will have a grassed parabolic 
shape wide enough to handle the 
drainage of run off and a good 
stable outlet. 

The Natural Resource 
Conservation Service is willing 
to assist you in any problems on 
your waterways. Check with us 
on receiving cost-sharing fund 
for this practice. 

As farmers you have a responsibility to 
keep the land thriving, and to preserve it for 
the future. You can do this by replenishing 
what you take from it, planting with care 
and treating the land like the valuable 
treasure it is. Let's start now. 

®:Maynard Savings 
MAYNARD AND HAZLETON , IOWA 

P!Wn< (319} 637-2289 PIWIU (319) 636-2431 -D--•.• -
'Maynar/, I owa 50655 7[ar,k1Dn, Iowa 50641 r& 

Commissioner and I want to 
thank them for all their efforts to 
make Fayelle County and all of 
Iowa and the nation a beuer place 
to live and raise a family. 

I would also like to thank all 
the farmers and their families , 
that are working to provide a safe 
environment for us to live. I 
would also hke to thank them for 
providing the purest, best, and 
cheapest food in the world. 

At th e present time, your 
district commissioner, through 
the IASWCDC are working to 
help you receive better service 
and provide you with more of the 
cost share money you need and 
so it will be available in a manner 
that is usable for you. They are 
working to have a ruu uwco 
secretary in every soil and water 
conservation office. They are 
working to have all the programs 

from your SWCD o ffi ce be 
designed to meet the needs of 
your area, in other words to have 
more local control over how 
programs are opernted. You can 
help them in this. By giving your 
input to them and by contracting 
your legislators and letting them 
know th at you would like to 
have program controlled at the 
local level, not have everything 
in your operation controlled by 
the great leaders in Washington. 
D.C. and Des Moines, Iowa. The 
Legis lato rs , both s tate and 
federal, do not lcnow how you 
feel about anything if you don't 
let them know. Almost every 
legislator is very happy to get 
constructive sugges tio ns and 
ideas from you . However, they 
do not like any more than you 
do, to be insulated or to only be 
given negative information. 

Fayette SWCD Financial Statement 
July 1, 1993 to June 30, 1994 

IMBUDGET 
1993-1994 Allocation .................................... $2,500.00 
Supplemental.. ................................................ 1,000.00 
Total Allocation .............................................. 3,500.00 
Commissioner Expenses ...... .................... ....... 1,879.68 
Office Supplies and Expenses ........................ 1,619.81 
Returned to State ...................................................... 51 

lllM BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM 
1993-1994 Allocation .................................. $34,453.00 
Supplemental ................................................. 15,124.00 
Total Allocation .............. .............. ................. 49,577.00 
Spent .......................................... ..................... 24,290.79 
Obligated .......................................................... 9,401.75 
Unobligated .................................................. $15,884.46 

1992-1993 Allocation .................................. $38,389.00 
Supplemental.. .............................................. 32,002.00 
Total Allocation ....................................... ...... 70,391.00 
Spent ............................................................... 44,228.41 
Obligated ........................................................ 22,300.75 
Unobligated Balance ....................................... 3,860.00 
Returned To State .......................................... $ 1.84 

1991-1992 Allocation ........................ .... ...... $38,456.00 
Supplemental.. ... , ............................................... 612.00 
Total Allocation ............................................. 39,068.00 
Spent .................................................. ............ 37,227.98 
Unobligated ..................................................... 1,435.00 
Returned To State ........................................... $ 405.02 

1990-1991 Allocation .................................. $56,534.00 
Supplemental.. .............................................. 40,298.85 
Total Allocation ............................................ 96,832.85 
Spent .... ......................................................... 93,831.90 
Unobligated ....................................................... 780.69 
Returned To State ........................................ $ 2,220.26 

REAP PRACJ1CES 
1994 Allocation ........................................... $22,935.00 
Spent ................................................................ 5,448.75 
Unobligated ................................................... 13,323.75 
Returned To State ..................................... ... S 4,162.50 

REAP FORESTRY/NATIVE GRASSES 
1994 Allocation ............................................. $5,586.00 
Supplemental.. ............................................... 26,519.00 
Total Allocation ............................................. 32,105.00 
Spent ................................................................... 577.50 
Obligated ............................................................. 856.00 
Unobligated .................................................... 30,519.00 
Returned To State .......................................... $ 152.50 

ORGANIC NIITRIENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
1994 Allocation ....................................... .... $64,245.00 
Spent ......................................... ................... $ 8,640.00 

GLOVERS CREEK WATERSHED- 75% 
1993 Allocation ............ ..................... ... .. ...... $ 8,640.00 
Spent .............................................. ................ 22,907.13 
Returned To State ........................................ $41,337.87 

GLOVERS CREEK WATER ALITY EVALUATION 
PLAN (UOFll 
1993 Allocation ........................................... $28,350.00 
Spent ............................................................ $28,350.00 

DISTRICf EMPLOYEE ACCOUNT 
Beginning Balance ................ ......................... $2,590. 71 
Payroll ............................. .................................... 570.90 
Federal & FICA ................................................ ... 149.20 
State Witbholding .................................... ............... 8.76 
State Unemployment .............................................. 6.36 
IPERS ..................................................................... 41.56 
Check Order .......................................... ................ 12.01 
Service ~arge ........................................................ 7 .29 
Ending Balance .......................................... , ... $1,794,63 



10- Speclll Section . The Dally Register, Oelwein, Iowa· FtbNiry 1995 

Soil Conservation Annual Reoort 
Soil savings pile up 

By 1992 Iowa farmers applied conservation practices to save 100 million more 
Conservation responsibility 

tons of topsoil than in 1982--ilnough to fill a convoy of dumptrucks 105 wide, 

parked bumper to bumper from Council Bluffs to Davenport. 

Both farmers and non-larmers belteve soil and water 
conservalton is thetr responsibility 

Soil conservation better 

The Umted States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohtbtts discrimtnation in tis programs on the basis of race, 
color, national ongin, sex, religion, age, disabtlity, political beliefs and marital or famtlia l status. (Not all prohtbtted 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons wtth disabtlities who requt re alternative means for CQmmunication of pro­
gram tnformatton (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Commumcations at (202) 
720·5881 (VOICe) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD). 
To file a complaint. wnte the Secretary of Agnculture, U.S. Department of Agnculture, Washtngton, D.C. 20250, or 
call (202) 720· 7327 (vo1ce) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA 1s an equal employment opportumty employer. 

Both farmers and non-farmers believe soil conser­
vation methods are better than 10 years ago 

Timber marketing tips 
BY: jerry Muff 

appropriate, careruuy cons1der the p rofessiona l fo restry consultant 
action required to mainta in and can provide a list of act ive buyers 
continue your woodland with the operating in your area. The only 

info rma tion and approp riate 
guidelines fo r marketing ti mbe r 
to realize max imum benefits. 

Occasionally I hear complaints 
by folks who've recently sold 
lumber to buyers. Usually these 
problem si tuations occur when 
the <;eller has not worked with the 
DNR Di~trict Forester or RC&D 
Forester in marke ting their 
valuable timber. The following 
anicle is ISU Extension Pamphlet 
413, Marketing Iowa 1imbcr 
provides some helpful direction. 

species and quality you desire. way that you can establish the 
Third, determine what you have value of your standing trees at a 

to sell; only you as the landowner, part ic ul ar t ime is to have 
worki ng w ith yo ur Dis tri c t interested buyers bid on the 
Foreste r or private consult ant, timber. 
should determine what trees are Fi fth, enter into a legal contract 

Wetlands rules misunderstood, 
agriculture officials say 

T imber Morkeling TIJb 
Fall and winter are active 

timber marketing periods in the 
state. A landowner can only 
receive full value for his timber if 
well-documented procedu res are 
followed. Probably the most 
important first Mcp is to obtain 
the services of a professional to 
assist you in the management of 
your woodland~. A Dis tr ict 
forester of the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources is available 
in your area to provide on-the· 
ground as .. istancc. Or, you ca n 
employ a private consu lt ing 
forester to secure expanded help 
with the timber sale; such firms 
typically charge a percentage of 
the final timber sale for their 
services. 

to be sold. Mark the financi all y w ith the buyer; th is contract 
matu re trees o r carefull y identi fy shou ld carefu ll y specify the 
the boundary of the area to be agreement between buye r and 
harves ted. Measure the volume sell e r relative to the ti mber 
and assess the quality of the trees ha rvest; a sample 'Timber Sale 
you wish to sell; ta ll y this Contract.. is availab le as 
information by the species to be extension pamphlet Pm·413b 
sold. Remember not to sell trees which is avai lab le f rom your 
too soon. AJt hough a 16·inch county ex tens ion office or from 
(diameter a breast height) ve neer Forestry Extension at Iowa State. 
tree may be ma rketable, adding Make sure you, as a landowner, 
six inches in d iameter will double receive payme nt before 
the volume of the fi rs t I6·foot harvesting begins. 
log, and th e unit va lue may Finally, periodically inspect the 
increase by a factor of five or harves ti ng ope ration; imp ress 
more. upo n the logger your interest in 

Fou rth, dete rmine how you main taining a healthy, product ive 
wis h to sell the mature trees. If woodland . After the harves t is 
you have a reasonable vol ume of com plete, follow the advice of 
high qua lity trees in the area yo u r p rofessiona l fores try 
w here timber buye rs arc active, consult ant and impleme nt any 
the prefe rred me th od is pos t-harvest operations needed to 
requesting a scaled bid indicating sec ure the type of future fo rest 
the dollar amou nt the buye r is thai you want. Use a part of the 
willing to pay for the s tanding proceeds from the timber sale to 
trees that have been marked. Send p romote a future quality 
out a "Notice of Timbe r for Sale" woodland. Second, with the help of your 

con~ultant, determine if a harveM 
is turrently warranted in your 
timber; if such a harvest is 

to active timber buyers in the Iowa State University extension 
area, and request a scaled bid for pa mphlet, Pm.413, " Marketing 
the ma r ked sa le. You r Iowa Timber," provides useful 
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DES MOI NES - As it resumes 
plans to ident ify and designate 
wetl ands on Iowa's agricultural 
lands, the U.S. Depart ment of 
Agriculture's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is 
.ski ng farmers w ho have 
~uest ions to get answers from 
their local NRCS offices rather 
!han the local rumor mill. 

.. We know there are plenty of 
rumors out there. Those rumors 
can cause some un necessa ry 
anxiety for fa rmers and other 
landowners who have onJ y heard 
about inte nt or p rocess second­
hand," said Le roy Brown, State 
Conservat ionist for the N RCS in 
Des Moines. 

Brown said a common rumor is 
that farme rs cannot continue to 
fann their land as they have in the 
past beca use part of their land 
may be determi ned to be a 
wet land ... The truth is, farme rs 
can continue to farm as they did 
before the wetlands rules came 
into existence. They just can't 
improve the dra inage to convert a 
wetl and or farmed wetland back 

to farmland, without losing 
:~~~rnmcnt farm benefits," he 

Fanner attention was drawn to 
the wetlands issue in December, 

;;i~n ~:n~~;~·iof~rrr;c:~~i~~~ 
announced it would rc!<lume the 
process of determining which ag 
lands in Iowa are wetlands by 
USDA definitions. The agency 
had put the determination process 
on hold more than year ago, 
when it was apparent there were 
contradictions among USDA, 
EPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers definitions. 

The federal agencies agreed on 
common definitions, and agreed 
the NRCS would take the lead in 
determining wetlands on ag lands. 
"The confusion and concern on 
wetla nds is understandable," 
Drown said ... We know there arc 
disagreements with which lands 
are being called wetlands, too." 

§=7.::E' ~ ~' ~-_ .... ~,·m-vw.-. -
~~,~~~~l2) 

Excavating . Bulldozing - Til ing -Trucking -
Terraces - Walerways - Ag Lime Spreading 

But Brown believes the rumors 
are unnecessarily upsetting 
farmers ... One of the harmful 
rumors is that we're determining 
all the wetlands in the office 
when we should be walking out 
on the land for an accurate call," 
Brown said. '111e fact is, by using 
aerial photographs of five years 
with rainfall as close to average 
as possible, other inventories, 
flooding data, and then visiting.a 
percentage of sites to ground truth 
that information, we make a 
much bcllcr call. Still, when any 
landowner appeals a wetland ~~ "'"""'"' • 16 2nd S1. S.E. Oelwein 283-2321 

ELDORADO 422·5430 

CALL I 1319-283-557~ 
For Complete Home & 

Commercial 

LANDSCAPING 
SE'RVICE 

lET AN EXPERT PlAN & PlANT 

•Windbreak mate rial 
Place Your Order Now. 

•Large Variety ond Size s 
of shade & frui t trees a nd 
shrubs suited fo r our area . 

HouRs; O elwein 
~~:.:~~: Land caping 

Closed Sunday Gr..,nhouse - Gorden Center 

HOMELAND'S A G Lenders "Team UP" 
with 86 years combined Ag experience. 

Visit with one of these friendly 
professionals aboul your financial needs. 

~MElAND 
Bank Och,cin 

Oelwein Arlingt~n Au.ror• 
283-3361 633-3855 634-3313 

'\/{ember 

FDIC 

~ 
LENDER 

determination, we will visit the 
s ite to sec whether any errors or 
misjudgments were made." 

Brown says there is Jlso ~till a 
feeling among many farmer. that 
they will be n.•srrkl! ;j ,,y wctlanJ 
rule~ no maflcr whal lh· . all i.s on 
wetland" The va t matonty f 
wetland!> have ah~:aJy been 
converted t"m ..:rop productiun hl 
the extent that they no longer 
meet wetland criteria. ··These 
lands arc called prior con\"crted . 
farmland, and there arc no 
restrictions on draining them," 
Brown said 

While the NRCS is doing the 
inventory work necessary to 
determine wctlamls now, the first 
county isn't expected to have 
determinations made until mid-
1995. Other counties could take 
as long as three years 

"We know we've ~tili got a 
ways to go in this whole wetland.!. 
determ ination process, and we 
frankly don't know how many 
farms will have wetlands or how 
many farmers will be affected," 
Brown .!.aid ... It is important to us 
to keep fanner.. infonncd, and for 
them to have the co:rect 
information. So we welcome a 
visit from fanners who want to 
know more about the wetlands 
determination process and how 
they might be affected." 

Manure as a 
resource, not 
for waste 
According tu three Matewide 

survey.,, only 50 ~erccnt of 
farmers cred1t nutnents from 
manure applied to their row 
crops. Yet, surveys show 20 
percent of Iowa fanners could 
supply about half of the needed 
nitrogen fwm livestock manure. 
This represents a segment of the 
farming p(lpulation that could 
further reduce the amount of 
Jpplied commercial fertilizer with 
f.lrm management cducatluli. 

Each ton of manure supplies 
about five pound!> of nitrogen, 
five pounds of phrn.phorus, and 
lO pounds of pota'>siu~. (These 
numbers have been adjusted for 
field ~~ ... cs.) A f;prcader traveling 
at 4.5 miles an hour delivers 
about I 5 tc>ns t'>f manure an acre 
For farmers with Jive..,tock. 
manure could supply 75 pounds 
of potassium. -r:hc !ilVmgs for 
using natural fcrtdllt:r m place of 
commercial fertilizer IS about S45 
per acre. 


