For West Union resident Leslie
Lauer, a love of evergreens and a
desire to control an undesirable
odor propelled him to plant his
first trees in 2000.

Since then, Lauer has planted
over 1,400 trees in an 1l-acre
windbreak on property he and his
wife, Frances, own located a mile
and half west of West Union along
Highway 18. Lauer has been named
the 2007 Izaak Walton League
Windbreak Award winner because
of his devotion to maintaining his
land.

“I never thought I'd get an
award,” said Lauer. “I never
planned it. T just started planting
trees - pine trees - because I like
them.”

Lauer and his wife purchased
the 120-acre farm land back in
the 1980s. They also own land in
Eldorado as well as their home off

sHighway 150 in West Union. After™

a neighbor built chicken buildings
near their property, the Lauers de-
cided it would be a good opportu-
nity to plant trees.

“If 1 put evergreens up, then
that would keep the stink out,” said
Leslie. “I always liked evergreens,
and this was a good opportunity to
doit.

The windbreak is five acres on
the west side and six on the north.
The west windbreak was planted

Pleggenkuhles are conservation owners

seven years ago. It consists of four
rows of dogwood lilac, honeysuck-
le, white spruce, Norway spruce
and white pine trees. The next year
Lauer planted eight rows of white
spruce, dwarf willow, poplar, Nor-
way spruce, black walnut and red
pine trees on the north side.

Before Lauer created the wind-
break, there were only a few trees
around the building sites.

The first year the Lauers con-
tracted to have 500-600 trees
planted. The next year they plant-
ed 700-800. Leslie’s continued to
add trees but says he doesn’t know
how many make up the windbreak
since some have died, but have
been replaced. He said he plants
trees every year on at least one of
his three properties.

After the first planting, Lauer
said they have been easy to main-
tain.

" “T really haven’t spent much

time on them. The first year I wa-
tered them. I had them sprayed
the first couple years but not much
else,” he said.

About the only upkeep the
windbreak needs is to have dead
trees replaced. He doesn’t mow
around them, and so far they
haven’t needed to be protected
from insects or diseases.

While Lauer said the wind-
break hasn’t been a cure for the
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Kim and Sue Pleggunkuhle of Clear Lake were named Fayette Coun-
ty Conservation owners of the year. The couple own Kim’s father,
Lloyd’s farm west of Hawkeye and say they learned their conservation
practices from him.

problem, it has helped reduce the
odor of chicken manure, he says.

Kim and Sue Pleggenkuhle
of Clear Lake started farming in
1985 when they purchased a farm
near Clear Lake from his sister
and her husband. The couple mar-
ried in 1975 and are the parents of
three children: two daughters, Erin
and Breanne and a son, Cade, who
died in a motorcycle accident three
years ago. The couple currently
manage a crop farming operation
alternating corns, soybeans and
alfalfa. This year for the first time,
they planted wheat.

Kim credits his dad, Lloyd, and
grandfather, August, for instilling
his conservation ethics into him
throughout his early life. His fa-
ther donated land west of Hawkeye
to Upper lowa University to en-

hance conservation education and-

provide a “hands-on” approach for

In addition to controlling the
odor, the windbreak also provides

students.
Kim is the son of Lloyd and Ar-
lene Pleggenkuhle and was raised

on the family farm five miles west

of Hawkeye, which he now owns.
He attended North High School in
West Union and graduated from
Missouri Military Academy. In
1971, Kim was the last person
from Fayette County drafted into
the U.S. Army near the last years
of the Vietnam conflict, and served
his country for three years. Kim
attended Ellsworth Community
College and Upper Iowa Univer-
sity where he got his degree in
education. He helped his dad on
the farm by doing chores, planting,
harvesting and doing pretty much
anything that needed to be done.
“] was like a hired hand,” he
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Leslle and Frances Lauer were named the 2007 Izaak Walton League Wlndbreak award winners. Lauer
planted the first trees on the property west of West Union in 2000 to help control unwanted odor from
nearby chicken buildings.

wind and snow protection and is
new habitat for wildlife. The Lau-

Continued to pg. 3

of the year

joked.

He became a great outdoors-
man taking an interest in hunting.
Pheasant hunting is what he takes
the greatest interest in.

After his dad died in 1986, Kim
purchased the family farm near
Hawkeye. He now rents the land to
a neighbor, Kevin Bergman, with
whom he grew up as a child. Kim
and Kevin have developed a good
working relationship and Kim is
confident Bergman is taking good
care of the land implementing con-
servation practices where practi-
cal. Bergman started doing no-
till conservation on corn ground
to reduce soil erosion. They have
also enrolled ground into the CRP
program to reduce soil erosion, en-
hance wildlife, control gully ero-

Continued to pg. 15
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The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) is sponsor-
ing their annual tree sales program. Trees are hardy, bare root seedlings
with healthy root systems. No guarantee is given for seedlings or trans-
plants sold as these prices.

There are no stipulations as to who can purchase the trees and where
they are to be planted. Orders will be accepted until February 29,
2008.

Trees available this year include: American arborvitae, black hills
spruce, black walnut, blue spruce, American cranberry, hazelnut, lilac,
Nanking cherry, Norway spruce, American plum, red osier dogwood,
red oak, riverbank grape, rubrum maple, silver maple and white oak.
These species are sold in bundles of 25 and range from $35 - $50. Also
available are the one gallon containers of American arborvitae, black
hills spruce, Colorado blue spruce, and Norway spruce. These are sold
individually and sell for $12 per tree.

If you are interested in placing an order, please contact the Fayette
Soil & Water Conservation District at (563) 422-3868 Extension 3 for an
order form.

e A Sl ' Identification Statement
F ayet‘te Coun ty SWC D Comm's s,oners The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District’s Annual Report

Published by the Fayette SWCD,

The Fayette County Soil and Water District commissioners are pictured above. From left- William Bennett, Hwy. 150, 120 N. Industrial Pkwy. West Union, IA 52175 Issue No. 10
Paul Hoeger, Richard Jensen (standing), Rod Marlatt, Assistant Commissioner, & Collin Jensen. Absent
were: Commissioner: John Grafenberg and Assistant Commissioners: Deb Dessel and Dorothy Jensen.

&A—.‘

Proud to Support the SWCD
Assomated M:lk‘ J

Jerry Johnson, Manager
Arlington Division * 3281 40th St.,
Arlington 563-933-4521

-

We Dig Deeper...

CeH E@A%P@E R!

West Union Field Office Employees
The West Union Field Office Employees are pictured above. Front row, from left- Carrie Davis, Jerry

Muff, Ray Drewelow, Lori Kohlmeyer, Kindra Orbin, and LaVonne Koch. Back row, from left- Lucas
Frobish, Eric Boehm, Joe Wingert

Fayette SWCD is looking I e
for a few good people TILING - TERRACING

The terms of three Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District Commissioners (SWCD) will expire at
the end of this year. Would you like to make a difference in the lives of your family, friends and neighbors? P O N D S . WAT E RWAYS
Then consider running for Fayette SWCD commissioner at the November 2008 election.

You can help guide the conservation programs in the county, insure clean safe water, and keep our soil
productive. You can also help keep our air clean and clear and add to the beauty of Fayette County. If you
are interested, please contact the Fayette SWCD office in West Union at (563) 422-3868 Ext 3 for more
details. Yes, you can make a difference.
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Financial Statement
July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007

IM Budget Allocation
Commissioner Expenses
Office Expenses

STATE COST-SHARE FUNDS
2006-2007 Allocation
Supplemental Allocation
Spent

Balance

2005-2006 Allocation
Allocated

Spent

Recalled

2004-2005 Allocation
Spent

Recalled

2003-2004 Allocation
Supplemental Allocation
Spent

Recalled -

REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation
Supplemental

Allocated

Spent

Recalled

' REAP Practices Allocation
Supplemental

Allocated

Spent

F Recalled

Mink Creek WPF Funds Allocation
Spent

Recalled
© Mink Creek WSPF Funds Allocation

$2,100.00
$1,914.30
$2,194.40

$28,459.00
$32,880.00
$39,710.70
$21,628.30
$28,459.00
$1,057.50
$27,130.42
$271.08
$28,459.00
$25,585.10
$2,873.90
$28,459.00
$17,991.50
$39,203.98
$7,246.52
$6,431.43
$3,746.25
$4,575.00
$5,385.00
$217.68
$27,871.16
$8,587.50
$12,829.50
$21,061.93
$2,567.23
$750.00
$56.00
$694.00
$73,125.00
$56,865.12
$16,259.88

For all your grain storage needs
call Hoth Grain Structures!

B

STKUCTURES, fl;c.

Sumner, la.

1015 Yukon Ave.,
Sumner
563-578-8033

Lauer is winner,

ers often see ducks and pheasants as well as
a few unwanted creatures like coyotes.

The ducks became a fixture on the
property after Leslie built a pond on the
east side of the property two years ago.
He needed fill dirt for another project so
he created a pond by removing 40-50 truck
loads of dirt. Frances said she has enjoyed
watching the baby ducks learn to swim ev-
ery year.

Leslie said Richard Jensen asked to see
the windbreak one day. Lauer warned him
that some trees were missing and that he
didn’t know how many trees there were.
However Jensen saw the area and returned
later to tell the Lauers their work with creat-
ing the windbreak had won a local award.

“Then they sent it in to the state, and

holy tomatoes, we won that! It all just hap-
pened,” said Leslie.

The week after Thanksgiving they trav-
eled to Ames to receive their award and
meet other award winners.

“I’d never won anything before in my
life,” he said.

Planting the trees has become a family
affair. The couple’s grandson, Christopher
Lauer, who operates a tree moving service,
built a tree planter so they could plant the
trees themselves.

To keep the windbreak healthy, Lauer
plans to periodically add new trees to re-
place dead ones.

Lauer said there isn’t necessarily a mas-
ter plan to go about creating a windbreak.
He suggests people plant what they like.

Jon King Richard Witt

Your Ag & Conservation Resource

elity Bank of Oelwein
ted to agriculture and

or ag business.

of combined

[1rs 511 Alo#out EXper lence

on. We offer personalized
meet the individual needs |

‘Bank is proud to
finest area ag lending
g (12 years), Richard
, Don Frazer (32

Don Frazer Kent Nelson

“FIDEUTY

1 W Charles, Oelwein
& 201 S Frederick, Oelwein
(319) 283-2524 or 1-800-568-4239

www.bankfidelity.com £

~)FDIC
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| District Revolving Fund
. Beginning Balance

" Receipts

. Contractor Meeting

| Fabric Income

| IM Commissioner Funds

I Meeting Expense Reimbursement
. Money Market Transfers

¢ No-Till Income

' Pop Can Refund

. Soils Disk

i Supporter Club

L Tree Sales

Total Receipts

TOTAL

Expenses

| ATV

Bank Charge
Computer
Donations
Education

Fabric

Gifts Given

GPS

Houg Property

IM Commissioner
IM Office
Meeting Expenses
Mink Creek
Office Supplies
Otter & Nutting Developmental Grant
' Postage

| Sales Tax

§ Trees

Total Expenses

Ending Balance 6/30/07

Fayette SWCD Revolving

| Fund Financial Statement
July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007

$1,003.55

$50.00 &
$829.40
$2,136.40
$200.00
$7,236.42
$300.00
$50.00
$5.35
$695.00
$3,371.29
$14,873.86
$15,877.41

$414.63

$1.62 o ol
$18.96 We are proud to support the
$250.00 SWCD. The work you do
$1,236.53

$407.87 preventing soil loss due to

$100.00
$ 4297
$1,011.74
$2,683.56
$2,194.40
$100.34
$193.69
$281.25
$860.58
$453.29

wind & erosion; preserving
wetlands; managing forests;
and keeping our ground
water free of pollution is
value to us all. THANK YOU!

Steege

PHARMACY

$1,014.30

$3,014.32 HKen Steege, RPH
$14,280.05 119 N. Vine, West Union

$1,597.36 (563) 422-3151

February, 2008

Better Farming Practices

Help lowa’s Farms Prosper §
Proud to support the SWCD. f

& Kohls &
. Jacobsen
PIONEER. Pioneer

BRAND PRODUCTS Clermont 423-7185

ANLES
0 .

> <t

ERANZEN;
fge TS

C)
3427 24 Ft. Atkinson 800- 5(’1
Model 48Il LandSaver

Supports Area
Farmers & Soil
Conservation

NEW Gonstant Pressure Pump:

Maintain the same pressure with more
than one faucet open!

* Sta-Rite Pumps
#| e Gonaire Pressure Tanks
e Complete Water Systems

Free Estimates * Reliable Service

5 Ry
ooyt s,
CRil e

For more details contact:

“ ERICKSON |~
PUMP SERVICE, 1.

Elkader (563) 245-1698 or (563) 245-1684
1-800-269-1698

We've "protécted farms for decades

We are a local company and know the protection
needs of area farmers. Call our office today for a
review of your farm insurance.

Kelly & Miller

AR UTUAL . Insvrance

fﬂSlIfﬁﬂ(:’E Lisa Kelly * Lyle Miller
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Suzanne Doershuk
Steve Drewes

Dave Drilling
Dummermuth Farms

Easton’s Water Conditioning

Richard Egan

Doug Egeland Tiling
Dean Essig

Farmers Savings-Arlington
Henry Fedeler

Dan Federspiel

Jeryl Fink

Dan Forsyth

Richad Frieden
Kenneth Friedly
David Gamm

Gary Gibbs

Graey Market Ltd
Loren Gross
Roger/Connie Halverson
Charles Hamlett
Tom Hamlett
Harrison Farm
Randy Helgerson
Bert Henderson
Suzanne Henn
Heraty Hudson Farm
William Hogan
Hopecrest Farms
Mark Howard

James Ingels

Kyle Jacobsen

Philip James

Violet James

JDF Farms Inc
Richard Jensen

Lynn Kelck

Steve Kennon
Charles Kerns

Kerns Dairy Farm
Kingsland Family Farm
Dan Kuennen

Leslie Lauer & Sons
CJ Lensing

Leyh Farms Inc
Sarah Lopez
Tom/Deb Luhman
Don Martins
McSweeny Farms
Kenneth/Becky Meyer
Jeff Moellers
Rodney Morse

John Muench

Gordon Murray-John
Myron Nagle

Millard Nelson Jr
Eugene Nuss

Paul Nuss

Nutri Hose Inc.

Ron O’Kones

Albert Pagel

David Palas-

Don Pliester :
Rausch & Sons Const.
Karel/Joyce Rawson
Carl Recker

Penny Reed

Robert Reilly

Samuel Ridenour
Florence Robinson
Lucille Rueber

Daryl Ruff

Willis Ruff 3
D G Schmidt Farm Inc
Steve/Connie Schmitt
John Schrader

Paul Schuchmann
Neil Schwake

Vernon Shaw

Eugene Sieck

Don Seick Jr

. Charles Smith

David Smith

Cyril Steinlage

Floyd Stensland

Szabo Construction
Town & Country Real Est
Walt Wenthold

West Union Dental
Earl Wilbur

Wilson Farm Ltd

Joe Wingert

Dan Winter Jr.

Joe Wood

Don Woods Trust
Dennis/Jordan Worden
Stanley Yearous

Sustainers
Margaret Addy
Jerry Bayness
William Bennett
Eric Boehm

Paul Boess
Arlene Broughton
Donald Buhr

Don/Ann Bunn
Cory Cannon
Jerry Cole
Lynn Darnell
DRM Ptnshp
First National-Oelwein
First National-West Union
Glass Farms Inc

Halstead Brothers

Hurdal Inc

Collin Jensen

Margaret Jespersen

Pete Kalb

Robert Kalb Farms

Eldon Knoploh

Alice Koempel

Gerald Kuennen
Gary/Nancy Maurer
Maynard Savings Bank
Robert McMillan

Luann Munns-Berthel
Mary Nagel

Northeast Iowa Coop
Northeast lowa Realty
Robert Peterson
Dan Rosburg
Hans Siemers
TeKippe Engineering
Rick/Joyce Trotter
Donald Ungerer
Gerald/Ken Vagts
Gary Wilson
William Ziegler

lowa’s Greatest
Natural Resource

We salute lowa Farmers and their
families, and look forward to working
with you. We appreciate your
importance to the economy and
understand your business needs.

Key Features:
- 80% Residue Cap

- Leads market with most
compact tranportation size

Depth Control

- Single-point, simple one-
location depth adjustment for

entire machine
Frame Configuration

- Widths available to match

acreage & horsepower

requirements 18'9"-49'9"

- LeveHift hitch

- Maintenance free bearings

- Walk-Over™ wheels

- Heavy-duty implement tires

Ground Engagement

Residue sizing infinately
adjustable to meet different

_ field conditions/requirements

- Low-concavity disks, spaced
7-1/2" for effective slicing

- Variety of 10" sweeps
- TruPosition™ standards

Attachments

- 3-bar coil tine harrow with
hydraulic lift rolling basket

- 3-bar spike-tooth harrow with|
single rolling basket

- 5-bar coil-tine harrow

- 6-bar spike-tooth harrow

- and much more

Let us help with all your implement needs!

CLERMONT - 563-423-5206

JoHN DEERE

Hertz Farm Management is proud to

support our area conservationists.
Thank you for all your hard work!

215 East San Marnan Dr.
Waterloo, |IA 50702
319/234-1949
319/234-2060 fax

YOUR Community. YOUR Finances. YOUR STYLE.

Member :

FD'C Elkader + Farmersburg » Monona » Posiville e
'245-2522 536-2200 539-2015 864-7441

www.myfreedomaccount.com

"er'z g

Farm Management, Inc.
Caring for You and Your Farm™
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'Accomplishments for 2007 |

Practices - Amount |
Contour Farming 78 ac
. Contour Buffer Strips 56 ac
| Contour Stripcropping 253 ac §
| Grade Stablization Structures 45
* Grassed Waterways 98 ac §
" Manure Storage Structures 6 :..
| No-Till ' 4052 ac §
. Terraces 15,901 ft ¢
l| Water/Sediment Control Basin 65
| CNMP 2 |

Justin & Gary
Steinlage can

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

| 2007 CRP Continuous Grassed Waterways 57 ac help you with a - = T

| 2007 CRP Continuous Contour Buffer Strips 2.5ac complete line of ?y » = N
2007 CRP Continuous Filter Strips 237 ac pet foods. ‘ =
2007 CRP Continuous Habitat Buffers 67 ac -

2007 CRP Continuous Riparian Buffer Strips 18.9 ac
2007 CRP Continuous Marginal Pasture Buffer 5.7 ac
2007 CRP Continuous Wetland Restoration 172
2007 CRP General 1790 ac
Total Contracts 114 §
Total Ac 1989

Unionland Feed & Supply
108 S Walnut St., West Union, IA
PH 563-422-5022

Don Rausch & Sons
Construction

can take care of your on-the-farm
construction needs. We are also
proud to assist in the efforts

toward proper soil conservation and

protecting our resources for the future.

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

We proudly support area farmers’ and
builders’ soil conservation efforts!

For All Your Telecommunications
and Internet Needs

Specializing in:

+ Home or Office Computer Networking
« Telephone Wiring

» Business Phone Systems

+High Speed Internet

« Computer Security
+Web Design & Hosting

Time/lsiMoney and We Won:it'Waste
Either One on Your Project
. We have both large and small equipment that can go to ork for you. Our
I_Pl N E small crews are equipped with mini excavators, D4 size dozers, skid loaders
and an experienced crew. We also construct block retaining walls.

Contact Chuck Sender at (563) 532-9211
110 Main St. - Ossian, IA

www.reilly-construction.com

Customer Service, Repair

Service, and Sales call communicartions
(563) 245-4000 - Real Access. Real Value. Real People.

POBox 1008 923 Humphrey Street Elkader, 1A 52043
Local: (563) 245-4000 Toll-free: (800) 635-1059 www.alpinecom.net
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Rod Marlatt
President, Fayette County Pheasants Forever

Fayette County Pheasants Forever is extremely proud to an-
nounce that they have exceeded $750,000.00 in habitat expenditures
in Fayette County. The Fayette County Chapter received an award
at the State Pheasants Forever Convention held January 12, 2008
honoring and recognizing this accomplishment.

- The Fayette County Pheasants Forever Chapter, founded in 1985,
was one of the earliest chapters nationwide. Pheasants Forever is
unique in its program, as all of the dollars raised by the club are
utilized for habitat development here in Fayette County.

Since its inception in 1985, Fayette County Pheasants Forever
has implemented 1,883 projects encompassing 27,472.6 acres. These
projects include tree plantings, shelterbelts, riparian buffers, native
grass plantings (CRP, filter strips, quail buffers, wetlands, etc...),
food plots, mid-contract enhancements and management, and land
acquisitions.

Fayette County Pheasants Forever could not have done this alone
and would like to thank our partners. These include the Fayette
County Conservation Board, Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice, Farm Service Agency, Soil and Conservation District Com-
missioners, the lowa Department of Natural Resources, and most of
all the landowners who saw and continue to see the need for habitat
establishment in Fayette County. »

While we are proud of reaching this milestone, it only serves
as a catalyst of enthusiasm for us to move forward and accomplish
more. To do so requires dollars. Most of these dollars are raised
through our Annual Banquet. This years banquet will be held on
March 15, 2008 at Echo Valley Speedway in West Union, Iowa. We
ask that you consider attending, having a great time, and helping us
move ahead toward more acres of habitat in Fayette County.

Brown’s Salutes our conservationists

for their hard work!

Flkader

563-245-2505

800-747-2505
Visit our website at www.4browns.com

Sales & Leasmg

L

SHOP ALL THREE MAJOR TRUCK
BRANDS...IN ONE LOCATION!

The truth about wetland determinations

By: Luke Frobish
Soil Conservationist

To often, talk of “wetlands”
amongst the agricultural com-
munity is a sure-fire way to spark
controversy and ignite debate.
Unfortunately, avoidance is often
the initial reaction of agricultural
landowners and producers because
the wetland conservation (Swamp-
buster) provisions of the National
Food Security Act (The Farm
Bill) are either misunderstood or
misrepresented by third parties.
Consider this your crash course in
the basics of wetland conservation

compliance.

Certified wetland determina-
tions, as completed by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
offer landowners the assurance of
a final wetland determination for
their land. This certified determi-
nation will not change as long as
the site remains in agricultural use
(provided no violations occur), nor
will it change because of changes
in land ownership or USDA pro-
gram participant. Certified de-
terminations are completed by

~ NRCS staff upon request only,

and are subject to change only if
a landowner requests a review or

& commercial
e Alignment
o Struts & Shocks
* Brakes
* Trailer Hook-ups
* Hitches
¢ Exhaust & More

HOURS:
Mon. 8-8

BANKING

Coleshurg
(563) 856-2525

Your Comple Ser\nce Center

* Tires: auto, lt. truck

re-determination due to natural
events or the occurrence of a viola-
tion. In short, agricultural produc-
ers and landowners need certified
determinations in order to know
what activities are allowable with-
out risk of losing their USDA ben-
efits.

To maintain eligibility for

- USDA program benefits, all USDA

participants must self-certify that
they have not produced crops on
wetlands converted after Decem-
ber 23, 1985, and did not convert
a wetland after November 28,
1990 to make agricultural produc-
tion possible. How do you know
whether or not the activities you
have done in the past, or those ac-
tivities you plan to do, are in vio-
lation of Swampbuster provisions?
The answer is as simple as they
come: Consult your local NRCS
office!! If the land already has a
certified wetland determination
on file, we will be able to provide
you an answer on the spot. If no

certified determination exists, we
will recommend that you request
one from our office, because as we
-have already discussed, certified
determinations are the only way to
know what land clearing, draining,

positive

oxres FARMERS 4
SAVINGS BANK s

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS & FRIENDS SINCE 1907

Elkport/Garber
(563) 255-2525

. Thanks for Making an Impact

“ Farmers Savings Bank salutes the efforts of area
landowners and farmers. Your work in field
management, wetlands & watershed projects,
and planting treelines has made a tremendously

Strawberry
(563) 933-2525

BANKLINE 856-5432 or TOLL FREE 1-888-856-5432 www.farmerssavingsbank.com

| Enclosed,
| Car, Flatbed,
| Stock, Utilty
& More!

dredging, filling, or leveling activ-
ities are allowable without jeopar-
dizing a person’s USDA benefits.

Please keep in mind that the
NRCS is not the only authority on
wetlands, but that we are the deter-
mining authority when it comes to
wetland conservation compliance
with the Farm Bill. The Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources has
jurisdiction over the protection of
fish and wildlife habitat, while the
United States Corps of Engineers
have jurisdiction over all naviga-
ble and other waters of the United
States, which includes but is not
limited to: tidal waters, lakes,
rivers, steams, mud flats, and in-
termittent and perennial streams.
Luckily, these agencies service all
requests through a joint application
packet, available at our office in
addition to their own. Landown-
ers should check for restrictions
& regulations before conducting
ariy construction, excavation, or
filling activities in streams, lakes,
wetlands, or floodplains. For more
information on USDA Wetland
Conservation Compliance, please
visit  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/comphance/wetmdex
html.

impact on our state.

Pt. Arlington

(563) 633-3855

COMPLETE TRAILER]
SALES & SERVICE

*large inventory of trailer parts in stock

Tues. 8-5:30
Wed. 8-5:30
Thur. 8-8" =
Fri. 8-5:30
Sat. 8-3

™ Avalon Tire

& Bervice Center Me.

10-20th St. SE
Oelwein, 1A
{Next to K-Mart)

(319) 283-4040
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Tired of Competing ina
Gorn/Soyhean World?
It’s Time to Diversify!

By Dan Burkhart
Fayette County Extension Education Director

It all started with a question so simple it was almost embarrassing to
consider. “Why”, asked the economist Ken Meter, “don’t we grow our
own food here in the American Heartland?” Most food items found in
our grocery stores in Northeast Iowa travel an average of 1500 miles
before they reach our plates.

In the spring of 2006, the Northeast Iowa Food and Farm coali-
tion (NIFF) was formed. It brings together food consumers, business
people, area and county extension staff, and farmers of all kinds. NIFF
began to address the question by conducting a survey of all businesses
and institutions in a 5 county area. The results showed that the majority
would buy more locally raised food —if it was available.

As far as NE Iowa Corn and Soybean farmers go, a change to non-
traditional crops would only take a small number of acres. An acre of
vegetable or fruit crops has a potential return many times higher than
corn of soybeans-even at current record prices. As far as locally grown
livestock, changes in production and marketing strategies can be used
to meet demand for locally grown livestock and livestock products.

NIFF has begun to implement their strategic plan designed
to build a stronger local food and farm economy in NE Iowa. The
coalition has identified the following goals. 1) Provide an opportunity
for existing and new producers to diversify. 2) Explore the development
of regional processing and storage facilities to add value to all agricul-
tural products in the area. 3) Increase sales and consumption of locally
grown food on a local, regional and national level.

An informational meeting will be held in late February 2008 for
each of the NIFF counties. Counties included are Howard, Winneshiek,
Allamakee, Clayton and Fayette.

If you are interested in finding out more about NIFF and locally grown
food, contact Dan Burkhart at the Fayette County Extension Office,
563-425-3331.

SZABO

Construction Co., Inc.
Over 35 years of soil conservation
and excavation experene.

* Excavating (All Types) ¢ Terraces
* Demolition » Waterways
 Water and Sewer * Ponds

(563) 864-7515 » 1-888-864-7518
152 S. West Street, Postville, IA 52162

Terry Szabo, President

Collin Jensen

Like most farmers, I am al-
ways looking for ways to make my
operation more efficient and profit-
able. Straighter longer rows, push
back the brush and trees along
fence lines, straighten the creek,
and tile the wet spots trying to get
the most from the assets I have
to work with. Through the years
these decisions may have left our
most precious asset, the land, vul-
nerable. Fewer waterways, faster

drainage, and heavy rain events
cause severe soil and nutrient run
off.

Before fence row to fence row
farming, Mother Nature had its
own way of controlling runoff
problems. Winding creeks and
wet soil basins caught and filtered
out a lot of the soil runoff before it
got to the river system and eventu-
ally the gulf. Today, through the
CRP wetland CP27 and wetland
buffer CP28 practices catch, filter,

and store runoff. It also creates an
environment for many plants and
animals to flourish in. Mother
Nature kind of takes care of itself
from there on. The benefits are
huge and with the new CRP rental

rates, these areas can help your

bottom line in more ways than one.
The key thing to remember is we
are all stewards of the soil. How
we treat it will affect our environ-
ment for generations to come.

the toughest pump in the world!
- The Goulds GS Submers1ble'

Muscles of cast stainless. Guts of
space-age thermo-plastics. World class
performance. And environmentally
friendly for a safe water supply.

Put one of these at the bottom )
of your well and your water §
worries are over.

Boulds Professional

Sold and
installed only
by your Goulds

proSURaNCE, Professional
Dealer.

5.Yoar ProSurance®
Protection Pian

FOUR Licensed Installers!
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Why does Féyette County keep
having conservation winners?

By William Bennett

This year the Fayette Soil
and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) submitted three entries
into competition for regional and
state awards. All three won the re-
gional contests of eleven SWCDs
in northeast lowa, and two won the
statewide competition.

Kim and Sue Pleggenkuhle
were selected as Fayette SWCD
Conservation Farmer of the Year
and Region 4 winner. Rick and Re-
nee Matt were selected as District,
Regional and State winner of the
Outstanding Woodland Owner of
the Year. Leslie and Frances Lauer
were awarded the Windbreak of
the Year in the District, Region
and State.

This is not the first time that
citizens of Fayette County have
received awards for outstanding
performance in conservation on a
regional or state level. In addition
to the people listed above, Ken-
neth and Doris Wagner and Mark
and Denise Nelson have been
named lowa’s Outstanding Con-
servation Farmers of the Year in
recent years. Will Ogle was named
Outstanding Woodland Owner of

the Year in the past. James and Sue
Updegraff were sited for the Out-
standing Windbreak of the Year.
Harold and Irene Fisher, Louis
and Cheryl Christen, and Judy and
Bill Bennett have been Iowa Tree
Farmers of the Year.

Why has Fayette County had
a great number of conservation
award winners? We have great
cooperation among many groups
including:  the farmers of the
county, the Soil & Water Con-
servation District, the Iowa Dept.
of Ag & Land Stewardship, the
USDA agencies (NRCS & FSA),
District Foresters, the Fayette

‘County Conservation Board, the

Fayette County Extension Service,
Fayette County Pheasants Forever,
Northeast lowa Resource Conser-
vation & Development, and many
other individuals and groups. We
have a great number of people that
think about how to make the future
better and are willing to give of
their time and resources. We have
school systems that take their stu-
dents out in the field to learn more
about our environment and realize
that all there is to learn does not
take place in the classroom. We
have a number of people that know

if our future generations are going
to have a quality place to live with
productive soils, clean water, and
clean air, we all have to be doing
our part right now. If we wait until
another day, we may not be able to
provide a livable environment. If
we are able, it will be much more
costly and harder to achieve. There
is an old saying “the best time to
plant a tree was yesterday, but to-
day is better than tomorrow”.

To keep our winning traditions
going, we all need to do everything
we can to protect and improve our
environment. Among the many
things you can do are build struc-
tures that protect the resources
downstream from your farm or
house, use minimum ground dis-
turbing activities (such as no-till),
improve our environment (such
as tree planting, timber stand im-
provement, establishing buffer
strips & wetlands). By working
together we can win for ourselves,
our neighbors and future genera-
tions no matter where they might
live. We also want to thank ev-
eryone that helps keep our soil in
place, our water clean, and our air
safer to breathe.

ELGIN

1-800-779-0035 + 5

Switchgrass may be better
source of ethanol than corn

Printed from the Farm Bureau Spokesman

Switchgrass yields about five times more energy than it
takes to grow it, making the plant a more efficient fuel source than
corn, according to a study released last week.

The life cycle of the switchgrass ethanol - which includes grow-
ing the crop, making the fuel and burning it in vehicles - emits about
94 percent less carbon dioxide than the life cycle of gasoline, said
the study, published last week in the National Academy of Scienc-
es. ~
Switchgrass is expected to be a major main feedstock for cel-
lulosic ethanol. New energy policy signed by President Bush last
month mandates a five-fold increase in ethanol blending by 2022,
and some of that fuel is required to come from cellulosic sources.

‘Cellulosic ethanol currently costs about twice as much as mak-
ing the fuel from corn, the main U.S. ethanol feedstock. Venture
capitalists and companies that are making small amounts of cel-
lulosic ethanol say once the industry gets under way, biological ad-
vances used to procedure the fuel will make the process cheaper.

Some homes waste nearly as much energy as they use.

At your Touchstone Energy
Cooperative, we do everything in our
power to ensure you always have an
affordable, reliable source of energy.

* We also work hard to make sure all
our members understand the latest
and best ways to be more energy
efficient. We have hundreds of things
that you can do to save energy.
Simple things to make sure you get
the most out of the electricity you use.
We’re all in this together.

ALLAMAKEE
= CLAYTON

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Looking out for you.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative @1?

Western Catholic Union | WCU Announces Rate Increases
is a Fraternal Benefit Society which FULLY INTENDED ANNUITIES
has been providing insurance, social 1 YEAR* 4.25%

programs and benefits for its members 2 YEAR 4.25%

since 1877. These benefits include: 3 YEAR 4.25%

* ScriptSave Discount Drug Card S YEAR 4.75%

* WCU Baseball Bash 8 YEAR 4.75%

* Safe Harbour Plan 10 YEAR 5.00%

* WCU High School .Scbolarsbip *Current Base Rate

:{;‘j;‘,jj:;jg;f‘;‘,;;’;’y g WESTERN CATHOLIC UNION

e L 6L Pl A Fraternal Life Insurance Society

* Spiritual Enrichment and Reflection

* PlanPlus Healthcare Discount Program Gef ald Bauer
* Home Mortgage Benefit Life of Towa, Inc.
* Hotel Savings Program 319/283-3696

* Gerald A. Wiewel Vocation Scholarship

* Significant Organization Savings Program

(8.0.8.)

Toll Free 1-888-568-2406
www.wculife.org
email: lifeoflA@sbtek.net
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If future generations are to
continue any conservation mis-
sions, they need to understand, be-
come connected to, and care about
the national world. Unfortunately,
this three-step learning process is
not being completed by many of
our children.

Youth, and adults too, may
know about nature, but lacking di-
rect experience they do not know
nature on an intimate and personal
basis, in a way that causes them to
become connected to the natural
world. In his book, Last Child in
the Woods, Richard Louv points
out that many children do not link
with nature because “No child can
truly know or value the outdoors
if the natural world remains under
glass, seen only through lenses,
screens, books or computer moni-
tors.”

Electronic media provides ac-
cess to a world of information, but
our dependence on computers and
television is consuming so much
of our time that we neglect oppor-

tunities to engage with our friends
and family and to experience the
awesome natural world. A recent
study by the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation reported that youth spend
390 minutes (that’s 6.5 hours!) per
day on electronic equipment dur-
ing their free time. According to a
study from the University of Cali-
fornia, American adults, who have
far less free time than adults in
many countries, spend 170 minutes
a day watching TV and movies.
Disconnected and lacking natural
outdoor experiences, young people
will idealize or develop fear rather
than joy, wonder, respect and car-
ing for nature.

As individuals we can change
this pattern and give our youth a
healthier, more satisfying life in
the process. If we want to link our
children to the natural world, we
should make sure they are enjoying
experiences in the outdoors. As
responsible adults we can provide
our youth with repeated oppor-
tunities to encounter nature first

hand in a safe environment, with
minimal guidance, to allow them
the freedom to explore and mar-
vel at what they discover. Leaders
in conservation say that it is re-
peated, pleasurable adventures in
the outdoors with an adult mentor
that got them started on the road
to caring enough about the envi-
ronment. When researchers asked
these leaders to identify significant
life experiences that fostered their
attitudes, they identified hunting

and fishing as key to molding their |,

relationship with nature.
Aldo Leopold, put it this way.

“The objective is to teach the stu- |

dent to see the land, to understand
what he sees, and enjoy what he
understands.”

As individuals we can make |

a difference. We do not need to
organize big events, and we do not
need to be experts, we just need to
be willing facilitators who make
it possible to learn in a pleasant
way. We and our youth can start

a revolution by converting some of

P/vl’rotectm V\Q

Your Investment

German Mutual Insurance FgYViTUAL

WEST UNION 563-422-9538

Insurance emsmmmes 107 Town and Farm

KENDRICK
FOREST PRODUCTS
Buying Standing Timb r

Call Tim Kendrick at 563-928-6431
601 S Washington St., Edgewood, |IA 52042 Online: kfpiowa.com

'$$$ Cash
Paid Up Front

We have markets for
veneer logs & lumber logs

our kilowatt consumption time to
nature absorption time. Turn off
the TV, get unplugged from the
electronic media and go outdoors
with a kid to explore the natural
world. Recognize and appreciate
that while knowledge about nature
is vital, passion is the long-distant
fuel for the struggle to save what is
left for our natural heritage. Pas-
sion does not arrive on video or on

a CD, passion is personal. Passion
is acquired from the earth itself
through the hands of the young
and it then travels along grass-
stained sleeves right to the heart.

What’s important is that chil-
dren have an opportunity to bond
with the natural world, to develop
a love for it, before being asked to
help heal its wounds.

Soil & Water
Conservation

Benefits Us All

4 LUMBER 0.

Call today to
schedule spring
construction
projects.

203 E Main, Ossian
563-532-9165

NEW! Now available: AMPLI-Calf™
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love the new aroma, which makes them hungry for
the calf starter. And, once they are eating, AMPLI-
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Fayette Co. farmers participate in Working
Watersheds: Buffers & Beyond Program

The Trees Forever Working
Watersheds: Buffers & Beyond™
program serves lowa and Illinois
landowners to implement sound
on-farm conservation practices. A
highlight of these programs is the
establishment and demonstration
of streamside buffer plantings of
trees, shrubs and grasses (which
compose Riparian Management
Systems). Vegetated buffers are
proven practices that slow the rate
of runoff, while filtering chemicals
and sediment. These projects also
showcase sustainable local efforts
and potential economic benefits
from marketing specialty forestry
crops.

Lumber is
a crop.
harvest wisely!

Grau Logs
& Lumber

116 Gunder Rd., Elkader
563-245-1147
563-245-1924

This year Gertrude Wunder’s
farm, which is operated by her
son Bryan Wunder was selected
to participate in the program.
The Wunders have planted over
16 acres through the Continuous
CRP. Technical assistance pro-
vided by DNR District Foresters,
NRCS and FSA with administra-
tion of program. The Working Wa-
tersheds program is designed to
provide additional technical assis-
tance if needed to landowners, and
help get the word out about sound
on-farm conservation practices by
hosting field days at participants
properties while being a source for
some extra cost-share monies in

order to make the project success-
ful.

In 2007, Fayette County land-
owners Dick and Dorothy Jensen
also participated in the Working
Watersheds program. The Jensens
used their cost-share funds to en-
hance some of their existing CRP
and EQIP projects and hosted a
number of groups at their property
to see first hand what conservation
practices on rural landscapes are
all about.

Throughout Iowa and Illinois in
the last 10 years of the program’s
partnership with Syngenta Crop
Protection, Inc., the Iowa Farm
Bureau Federation, FS/GROW-
MARK, and the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
has resulted in the following:

* 6,462 acres of buffers planted

* 136 miles of streams protected

* more than 1.5 million trees and
shrubs planted

* 286 participating sites

e Over 7,300 volunteers and land-
owners involved

If you are interested in more in-
formation about the Trees Forever
Working Watersheds: Buffers &

Pictured are Bryan and Linda Wunder who were selected to partici-
pate in the Trees Forever Working Watersheds: Buffers & Beyond

program

Beyond™ program, contact Mark
Pingenot at (800) 369-1269 or visit

ﬁiﬂI@ ank‘salutesthe

their website at www.treesforever.
org

"
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(563) 586~mg6
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(563) 538-4231 or(800) 577-5272

West Union - 205 North Vine St.
(563) 422-6072 or (800) 568-4235

Online Banking & EZ Bill Pay

at www.kerndtbrothers.com

EZ Phone Banking: (883) 527-4231
or (563) 538-4049
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NRCS here to serve
Fayette County

By: Al Ehley
NRCS Assistant State Conserva-
tionist

The staff of USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is here to serve the farm-
ers and landowners of Fayette
County. That commitment to
serve is highlighted in the con-
servation work found throughout
Iowa and specifically in Fayette
County. . Terraces, grassed water-
ways, and a host of other conserva-
tion practices are clear reminders
of the public and private partner-
ships that help conserve our soil
and natural resources.

Your Soil and Water Conser-
vation District Commissioners
and District Conservationist Jerry
Muff, NRCS and State employ-
ees, district staff, and partners
have worked hard on conserva-
tion projects this past fiscal year.
This effort is illustrated in these
accomplishments:  conservation
plans were written on 6,180 acres
of county land; 9,524 acres had a
new conservation practice applied
that improves soil quality and
15,850 acres have a new conserva-
tion practice applied that improves
water quallty

There is no doubt that helpmg
to conserve resources on private
lands serves the public good. Re-
gardless of where they live, ev-
eryone across the country benefits

from productive soils, clean and
abundant water, healthy plant and
animal communities, clean air,
an adequate energy supply, and
working farms and ranch lands.
Therefore, every acre and every
landowner counts in our effort to
effect change on the land.

There are challenges ahead.
There is a new Farm Bill. High
prices are encouraging farmers to
plant more corn. There is the on-
going debate that compares no-till
with other tillage systems. Com-
mon questions being asked in the
countryside include: Do I really
need to till the ground? What is
the savings in equipment and die-
sel costs with no-till? Which sys-
tem will give me the best yield?
Which system will give me the
best return?

We can help you answer those
questions. Our staff and partners
can help you come to informed
decisions that are the best for you,
your land and the environment.
We will use Web-based tools
where appropriate, but we also of-
fer the on-site, hands-on plann‘ing
and technical assistance we are
known for.

At NRCS, our goal is to help
landowners make decisions. You
will get that from Iowa NRCS and
the Fayette SWCD. We help peo-
ple help the land.

~ 1

That’s why we support soil & water
conservation efforts of area farmers.

Postville Farmers
Co-0p Society

(563) 864-7234
“We want to earn YOUR business”

Farm Pond Seminar hosted by SWCD

By: Carrie Davis
Project Coordinator

The Fayette SWCD and the
Mink Creek Watershed Project
hosted a Farm Pond Seminar this
last year. Speakers included Bill
Kalishek (pictured) with the Iowa

We Thank All of our
Customers tor vour
continued support!

DNR, George Schaefers, NRCS

Engineer, and Jerry Muff, District
Conservationist.

Approximately thirty attendants
learned about fisheries management,
water quality and aquatic vegetation
issues, pond construction and main-

tenance, and NRCS programs and
cost-share availability.

Anyone interested in further
information on any farm ponds or
fisheries management please contact
the NRCS Office at 563-422-3868
ext3:

' You know and trust our serwce professionals. If you

have a problem with a new GM vehicle that may |

. need warranty work, stop in and see us and we can

help direct you to the best place for warranty work |

| for your particular needs. The sales lot will soon be |

filling with quality predriven vehicles of all makes & '
models. Come out and take a Iook soon' :

Make an appointment w:th Randy, Dean, Bud or Ryan

West Union Motors

409 West Bradford - West Union (563) 422-3801 or 1-800-373-3801
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Mattis Wondland 0WIIGI' of the Year

For Rick Matt, taking care of
his land isn’t a chore. It’s some-
thing in which he takes pride.

Matt has 299 acres of wood-
lands five miles northwest of Cl-
ermont that he farms with his fa-
ther, Art Matt. This year he was
awarded the Woodland Owner of
the Year award.

Matt credits his parents for
starting the project. They have
been taking care of the land since
the 1950s, and Rick began his role
as a caretaker of the soil and veg-
etation,:in 1990 after he graduated
from Towa State University and
moved back to the area.

“They started it. I just pro-
gressed it the last few years,” he
said. . »

The woodland, mostly oaks,
walnuts and soft woods, has been
under a written management plan
since 1997. Rick took over the
timber management on the farm
in 2000 and updated the manage-
ment plan for the entire property
in 2002. Since then, Matt has been
dedicated to following his plans.

“Since 2002, Matt has worked
to implement all the recommen-
dations outlined in the plan,” said
Gary Beyer, district forester. “Sel-
dom in my 30 year career have I
seen anyone work through a large
property in such a timely man-
ner.”

Matt said following the man-
agement plan has helped him ac-
complish his goals.

“I’ve always wanted to leave
the land better than when I got it,”
he said.

To keep the trees on the proper-
ty healthy, Matt has caged them to
protect them from deer. He’s also
sprayed the trees for insects and
waters them in drier times.

In 1991, Matt constructed a
fence to protect 112 acres of land.
He said they first started putting
up fences 30 years ago and just
finished about two years ago. The
fences have kept the cattle from
roaming the woodland, which has

3ARVI

Tanks For Sale or Lease
LP Bookings
Even-Pay Plan

'S LP GAS

est Union 563-422-3671 or 1-800-632-2324

resulted in a tremendous wildlife
habitat.

While Matt says harvestmg
happens “few and far between,”
he has done three timber stand im-
provements. The latest occurred in
2007 when 21 acres of weed trees
were removed. A total of 71 acres
have been harvested of weed trees
since 2003, with another 32 acres
planned for 2008.

From 2002-07 he worked with
consulting foresters to harvest

~mature and defective trees on 54

acres. The harvests promoted un-
even age management and created
even-aged stands for all merchant—

able trees.

Last summer Matt deaded to

_ use the harvested trees in a differ-

ent way. After he cleaned up the
elms, he cut the timber into logs
and built a log cabin that his chil-
dren and area hunters have used.
The Matts have also created a pic-
nic area for a “deer camp.”

Taking care of the land is a
family affair for the Matts. This
last year they planted 300 trees,
with Rick digging the holes, his
wife Renee planting the trees and
the children putting up the cages
and watering the trees.

Although he admits it can be

. overwhelming at times, Matt takes

pride in doing a lot of the work
himself.

“It’s really just about making
the land/ better than it was when
you started. There’s really a self-
benefit for being in the woods and
seeing it all pay off,” he said.

“Rick is dedicated to improv-
ing the woodland on the farm,”
said Beyer. “He is treating the tim-
ber like any other crop and is com-
mitted to making the woodland as
good as it can be for future genera-
tions.”

Matt advises other woodland
owners to make sure they protect
their trees from wildlife and name
the trees. He suggests using all the
resources available, such as the
state forestry, for help.

Rick Matt, pictured with his wife Renee, was named the 2007 Woodland Owner of the Year. Matt has 299
acres of woodland that have been under a management plan since 1997.

Rlck Matt puts cages around the trees in hls woodland to protect them when they are young.

Matt lives in rural Clermont
with his wife and children.

Even though it has been a lot of
work, it has been a labor of love.
“It makes me feel good that

"\ WE'REHERETO
| HELPYOUR FARM
RUN SMOOTHLY
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all the hard work has paid off,” he
said. :
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sion, and protect the streams and
the pond built years ago by Lloyd
Pleggenkuhle.

Bergman and Pleggenkuhle
address nutrient and pest manage-
ment by keeping records and by
applying the recommended appli-
cation to soil tests.

Kim and Sue have a well
groomed yard and maintain good
weed control in the fences. They
have a cabin near a pond at one
of their farms which is also well
groomed. Around the pond, they
put in 15 acres of contour strips
designed by the NRCS. To return

the land to its former glory, they
planted native wildflowers and
grasses.

“We do just about everything
they allow us to do,” said Kim.
“It’s expensive but once they get
started it gets so beautiful. The
wildlife love it.”

With Kim being an outdoors-
man, this prompts him to look at
alternatives and keep conservation
as an ongoing work. Pleggenkuh-
le’s goal in life is to keep the land
in good shape for the next genera-
tion like his father left it for the
future generations.

2007 Region 4

Aerial photo of |
the Pleggenkuhle f;
farm north of ['
Highway 18 high-
lighting
the Buffer CRP|
practices. Vegeta-| "
tive filter strips
are shown along |
stream and pond
in hashed lines.
Contour buffer
strips are high-
lighted |
in yellow.
Grassed water-
ways are shown in |
green.
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Iowa (Region 4). Picture taken showing contoured rows with contour buffer strips.

lowa Soil Conservation Farmer
- Kim and Sue Pleggenkuhle
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First State Bank salutes the efforts of
our soil and water conservationists,
foresters, and farmers. Our natural
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Schutte’s,

By Dan Burkhart
Fayette CEED

Approximately 140 people
from 11 counties attended the
third annual No-Till Advantage
Field Day June 27th, 2007 on the
Lloyd Schutte farm, near Postville.
Mike Schutte, Lloyd’s son and op-
erator of the farm shared the many
reasons why his no-till system is
successful. In addition to reduc-
ing machinery cost because of less
trips over the field, no-till systems
reduce fuel used to less than 3/4ths
gallon per acre and cut labor cost
to approximately .6 hour per acre.
Schutte has been no-tilling for ten
years and is growing continuous
corn without rotating to soybeans.
He also injects liquid swine ma-
nure with special manure applica-
tor injectors that do not disturb the
crop residue. Schutte’s valuable
soil also stays where it belongs—in
the field.

Brian Lang, ISU Extension
Field Agronomist summarized
long term research at the field day.
Lang pointed out that even though
no-till corn yields are on an aver-
age 5% less than a chisel plow sys-
tem in some years, reduced costs

10

3
x -~ :

gives the no-till the advantage in
higher profit per acre. Research
shows that soybean yields show
very little yield difference between
tillage methods. As a result, no-till
systems net profit is also higher in
both corn and soybean production.
Lang also commented on no-tills
long term advantages related to
soil savings and soil tilth.

Robert Tigner, ISU Farm Man-
agement Specialist, discussed the
no-till advantages that improve
the bottom line by approximately
$19/acre. These include lowering
energy and labor cost per acre,

Pictured is Mike Schutte’s no-till planter.

less machinery expense, and fewer
trips over the field. Tigner also
gave an overview of the effects of
higher corn prices, ethanol pro-
duction on cash rents, and changes
taking place with rental contracts.

Mike Sucik State Resource
Soil Scientist, NRCS, demonstrat-
ed the changes in soil tilth, water
infiltration and compaction in long
term no-till operations. Studies
show that fields need to be in no-
till 3-5 years before soil structure
changes are complete. These ben-
efits include, increased water infil-
tration, raising soil carbon levels,

No-till continuous corn
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Pictured is Mike Schutte standing in his no till field. It is corn no-
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tilled into corn. Mike has been no-till planting for over ten years. He
plants corn into cornstalks, soybean stubble, alfalfa and even pasture.
The management he employs has proven results. By NRCS

By Mike Schutte

I have been no-tilling for
about 12 years in the rolling hills
of northern Fayette and southern

Winneshiek counties. Last sum-
mer the NRCS, Soil and Water
Conservation District and the
Fayette County Extension, held a

no-till field day at my farm. This

article will summarize that day,

explain why I believe in what I
do and how my no-till system has
evolved.

I first started no-tilling primar-
ily for soil conservation, as I was
having erosion problems particu-
larly with soybeans in the crop ro-
tation. My first no-till experience
was with a zone-tilling planter that
tilled a 7 inch band in each row
with 3 coulters and banded liquid
nitrogen as well as starter fertiliz-
er. The drawbacks of this system
were that I still got some erosion in
the band, especially on end rows.
I also discovered that I was creat-
ing a root zone. Roots will grow

where there is the least resistance -
and that appeared to be in the 7
S R e :

The planter I use now has no
coulters. I use a row cleaner fol-
lowed by the seed disk, spaded
closing wheels, and a drag chain
to disturb as little soil as possible.
I still band my nitrogen with the
planter and use a seed safe starter
applied in furrow.

This system works very well
for corn on corn. I have dropped
soybeans from my rotation and
now focus on continuous corn.

So, what have I observed as

antage Heldlay

R |

and lowering carbon loss.
District Soil Conservationist, Jerry

- Muff, reviewed the reasons for re-

vival in no-till systems and shared
information on no-till cost-share
payments and related government
programs. i

The field day was prganized by

the advantages of no-till farming?

The obvious things are a savings in
soil, fuel, equipment investment,
and time. Although these savings
are real, I have come to realize
that there are other advantages that
may be more important than the
obvious. What I have found is less
hard pan and compaction, better
water and air exchange, improved
drainage, increased microbial life
in the soil, and a huge increase in
earth worm activity. These are the
factors that I feel have led to a con-
tinual increase in yields.

I have recently become more
interested in soil chemistry and the

Mike Schutte talks to a group at the No-Till Advantage Field Day.

Proud to Support Soil & Water Conservation

116x167 Freestall Barn
Rural Ft. Atkinson

Heying Lumber Co.

200 W Main St., Calmar 1-866-HEYINGS
* Free Stall Dairy Barns & Pole Sheds

ISU Extension in Fayette County
and the Fayette County Soil and
Water Conservation  District.
County Extension offices and Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
in Winneshiek, Allamakee and
Clayton assisted in publicity.

effects of soil health as it relates to
nutrient management. Higher fer-
tilizer prices are probably going to
be a permanent factor in our crop
budget. By managing fertilizer
placement and soil chemistry, less
nutrients need to be applied, thus
resulting in lower input cost.

I have made changes in my no-
till system almost every year and
continue to learn not only what to
do, but why. If you are consider-
ing no-till, talk to farmers who
are doing it. I believe in what I do
and am willing to share my expe-
riences. I can be reached at 563-
423-5215.

Featuring CD2000 by
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Keeping soil out of our ditches

By Jon Steege
Roadside Vegetation Manager,
Fayette County Conservation
Board

Soil is an organism that allows
us to grow bountiful crops that
provide food and fiber to the world.
But in order to continue that yearly
cycle, the soil must remain avail-
able and in good health to con-
tinually produce bumper crops.
Soil eroding into our streams and
ditches is lost for agricultural pur-
poses, and indeed may become a
pollutant, especially if it carries
fertilizers and pesticides with it.

Since ditches are many times
part of our drainage systems for
excess runoff during rainfall
events, erosion controls can protect
farmable soils and help keep them
in place. Sometimes just leaving

Proud to support area farmers
and landowners for 74 years.
st National Bank is proud to
support the SWCD and the work
_they do for the environment.

181‘

OF WEST UNION

National
Bank

- Online Banking: www.fnbwu.com

residue on the surface after plant-

.ing does a good job of slowing

down raindrops and holding silt
in place. Good waterways can fa-
cilitate moving excess rainfall into
ditches, rivers and streams, filter-
ing soil particles by keeping water
movement slower. A good sod wa-
terway doesn’t allow scouring of
soil underneath. Where there are
longer and steeper slopes, terraces
and outlet stabilization structures
may be needed to maintain the in-
tegrity of waterways.

In many cases, a good grass
base on the back slope and 12-18
inches of the field border will pre-
vent similar scouring of the ditch
bank. Sometimes removal of

border fences will encourage the
farmer to slice off the back slope
into the ditch and try to farm two

to three more rows of crop. They
usually find that narrow strip of
grass was a good erosion barrier.
Each year Fayette County spends
thousands of dollars removing
unwanted silt deposits from our
ditches. Keeping that soil in place
would have the double benefits of
less erosion and less tax money
used to keep the ditches in good
working order.

What we really are trying to
implement is a system of practices
that, working together, will control
runoff and the resulting sedimen-
tation that occurs if no checks are
in place. NRCS staff can design
a plan to work toward that goal.
Caring for the soil is everyone’s
responsibility.

~n World
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Keep habitat healthy
with management

By Kindra Orbin

Many landowners with acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) may be wondering what is Mid-Contract Manage-
ment (MCM)? Why should I do it? What are my options? And how
does it benefit wildlife? Mid-Contract Management is a list of prac-
tices that are cost-shared by FSA that landowners can use to maintain
the overall best habitat conditions for wildlife on their CRP. These
management practices include prescribed burning, strip disking, and
spraying, or any one of those options followed up with inter-seeding
of legumes and forbs. MCM is required for all CRP contracts starting
in 2003.

MCM increases diversity of both plant species and structure, by
weakening the grass stand to encourage new growth of other plants
such as wildflowers. The disturbance provided by MCM will in-
vigorate native grasses by removing dead litter, and can be used to
control woody vegetation. With more plant species and enhanced
plant structure, properly managed CRP provides better food, cover,
and nesting material for all varieties of wildlife.

MCM should not be done more than once every 3 years; doing it
too frequently can cause monocultures of grass, and can completely
kill off wild flowers. It can also make the environment less desirable
for wildlife if it is being disturbed all the time. It is recommended
that MCM should be completed in thirds to leave undisturbed habitat
for wildlife, especially when doing fall MCM to leave winter cover
for wildlife. -

Itis important to plan ahead for MCM, especially prescribed burn-
ing. Firebreaks should be mowed the fall prior to a spring burn, and
MCM should not be done during the primary nesting season which
is May 15-Aug. 1. Landowners that choose the prescribed fire option
for their MCM need to have a burn plan approved by NRCS prior to
the burn. The IDNR Private Lands staff will write burn plans free
of charge for landowners that complete a Pre-Burn Worksheet. The
Pre-burn Worksheet can be picked up at and returned to the local
NRCS office. As there are many plans to be written, the Pre-burn
worksheet should be completed 4 months prior to the burn to give the
IDNR Private Lands staff enough time to write the burn plan before
the planned burn date.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR) will be hosting a field day on MCM this summer in Fayette
County. At the field day landowners will be able to see examples
of MCM practices first hand and ask other landowners about their
experiences and their results of completing MCM. Please contact
Kindra Orbin at kindra.orbin@dnr.iowa.gov or 563-422-3868 ext. 3
with questions on MCM or prescribed burning.

“decades...
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By LaVonne Koch
Soil Conservation Technician

Roof runoff is a very important
practice for a livestock producer.
It is one of the easiest, least ex-
pensive, and most effective ways
to divert water away from con-
taminated areas or structures.
For every 10 foot by 10 foot (100
square feet) of roof surface, one
inch of rain produces 62 gallons of
water. That means that a 30 foot
by 30 foot (900 square feet) barn
roof produces 558 gallons of roof
runoff for each inch of rain. If this
roof runoff flows through live-
stock areas, manure, equipment
storage areas, or bare soil, it can
transport sediment, oil, herbicides
and pesticides, bacteria, and ex-
cess nitrogen and phosphorous to
streams or lakes. Installing and/or
maintaining properly functioning
gutters, downspouts and outlets
or a French drain, where animals
are not present, is a simple way to
manage roof runoff.

All livestock facilities in which
animals are housed in open lots or
manure is stored in the open, must
deal with runoff. Clean runoff or
water from land surrounding live-
stock facilities should be diverted
from barns, open animal concen-
tration areas and waste storage or
treatment facilities. Runoff from
feedlots should be channeled into
waste storage facilities. Runoff
shall also be diverted away from
structure foundations to avoid wet-
ness and hydraulic loading on the
foundation.

The criteria in designing roof
runoff is based on capacity of
gutters and downspouts, runoff
frequency, kind of materials used
for roof gutters and downspouts,
strength of gutter supports, outlet
for the gutters and downspouts

fhp o R e RS R
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and the protection of the struc-
tures from livestock and equip-
ment. Additional criteria is to
increase infiltration in a way that
replenishes soil moisture without
adversely affecting plant species,
protect structures from wetness,
and to increase water quantity for
collection and storage of water
from roofs for purpose such as ir-
rigation or human consumption.

A landowner’s biggest con-
cern is the maintenance of gutters,
eaves, and downspouts with snow,
ice and debris build up. This can
be maintained with proper instal-
lation and correct capacity of gut-
ters and downspouts along with
regular inspection and regular
repair work as needed. In place
of gutters, a properly designed
French drain may be installed that
intercepts and transports runoff
if animals are not present which
eliminates gutter maintenance.

Good roof gutters downspouts
and diversions exclude clean wa-
ter from areas of waste, reducing
the volume of waste material that
needs management.

The Baumler’s state that add-
ing the settling basin and stacking
area to their operation has been a
time saver. It is nice to scrape the
manure into the pit after it rains
instead of trying to haul it. The
stacking area will be nice in the
summer to store manure until the
fall. They also added rain gutters
to their sheds to direct the water to
the drainage area. This keeps their
cow yard cleaner and cuts down on
mud around the farm.

It’s important for us living on
the land wanting to keep clean wa-
ter clean! Check with NRCS for
roof runoff management funding
through EQIP.

“Family owned, Family operated”
402 Clermont St., Elgin

563-426-5888

Mike Baumler standing in his cow yard before construction of settling basin and controlling roof run

off.

A grassed filter strip constructed at Mike Baumler’s during construction of the cattle lot. This grass
filter strip filters runoff from the settling basin water and the milk house water runoff.
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Barn runoff completed at Mike Baumler’s. He installed 311 feet of box gutter eaves and 3 downspouts,
controlling 3627 gallons of water per one inch of rain.

Randy Tope,
Area Civil
Engineer
Technician,
engineer-
ing Mike
Baumler’s
settling ba-
sin, stacking
facility and

roof run off.

Food plots for next year

By Greg Schmitt, DNR Private
Lands Biologist

Winters like the one we are cur-
rently experiencing are outstand-
ing reminders of the importance
of food plots for wildlife. Not just
as a food source, but also as winter
habitat if they are designed prop-
erly. Now is the time to plan for
next year’s blizzard.

Providing food sources adja-
cent to adequate winter cover, like
switchgrass or evergreens, will
enhance survival of wildlife such
as the Ring-necked Pheasant. Ac-
cording to Todd Bogenschutz, the
Iowa DNR’s Upland Wildlife Biol-
ogist, “There have been few docu-
mented cases of pheasants actually
starving to death in Iowa. Virtually
all of Iowa’s winter mortality is at-
tributed to severe winter storms
with the birds freezing to death.”

Food plots close to native grass
stands or shelterbelts allow pheas-
ants to obtain a meal quickly
thereby limiting their exposure to
predators and maximizing their
energy reserves. “If hens have
good fat supplies coming out of the
winter, they are more likely to nest
successfully,” said Bogenschutz.

Food plots also provide habi-
tat and food for many other spe-
cies like deer, turkey, partridge,
squirrels, and songbirds. A green
browse food plot of legumes (clo-
ver or alfalfa) provides a source
of food for deer almost year round
and will be utilized by turkey and
pheasants in the spring and sum-
mer months. A common mix of
legumes for green browse plots is
2 pounds each of Alfalfa, Red Clo-
ver, and Ladino Clover per acre.
Mowing the legumes once every
three weeks or so helps keep the
browse new and tender.
Bogenschutz offers the follow-

Weather Rules

ing suggestions for planning food
plots for pheasants:

1. Corn and sorghum grains pro-
vide the most reliable food source
throughout the winter as they resist
lodging in heavy snows. Pheasants
prefer corn to sorghum, although
sorghum provides better winter
habitat. Sorghum is also less at-
tractive to deer, if deer are a prob-
lem.

2. Place food plots away from tall
deciduous trees (that provide rap-
tors with a place sit and watch food
plots) and next to wetlands, CRP
fields, and multi-row shrub-conifer
shelterbelts that provide good win-
ter habitat.

3. Size of food plots depends upon
where they are placed. If the plot
is next to good winter cover the
smaller (2-ac. minimum) the plot
can be. If winter cover is mar-
ginal (i.e., ditch) then plots must be
larger (5-10 ac.) to provide cover as
well as food.

4. Depending on the amount of use
some food plots can be left for 2
years. The weedy growth that fol-
lows in the second year provides
excellent nesting, brood rearing,
and winter habitat for pheasants
and other upland wildlife. Food
plots that have heavy deer use gen-
erally need to be replanted every
year.

More information on food plots
is available on the NRCS website
at www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov. The Pub-
lications link is the place to start.

Free grain food plot seed is
available from Fayette County
Pheasants Forever. People can
contact Greg Schmitt, Private
Lands Biologist, 563-422-6201,
for information on how to establish
and design food plots that benefit
wildlife. ’

Rule#1 - Weather always wins.

When weather plays rough,
Multi-Peril Crop Insurance
levels the playing field.

Call your NAU Agent today!

Mike Baumler’s newly constructed settling basin and stacking facility. Mike has controlled 4370 gallons
of water per one inch of roof run off with gutters and a diverson above the lot. This has made a tremen-

dous amount of difference in the quantity of water running through his feed lot. Manure is captured in %38 tN UYE:]’
the basin and liquids are filtered in a grass channel. Livestock manure can be applied to cropland and (563) 422-3871

utilized for their nutrients. This will cut Mike’s fertilizer bill when he can take credit for the manure
applied.

INSURANCE AGENCY, LTD. NAU Country Insurance Company

NAU Country Insurance Company is an equal op;yfrtunity pn\rovider.




Page 20 Fayette SWCD Report February, 2008

s

Our most
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for water wells and pump work!

Scott Wedemeier is pleased with the results he’s seen in his dairy herd, after implementing a prescribed @
grazing system through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). EQIP has helped him
make progress toward realizing his goal of reducing feeding costs and improving overall herd health.

Wedemeier says this of his experience: “Getting my cows out of the barn and onto the grass has really
made a difference. I’ve been able to retain more replacement heifers because they seem to adjust bet-

ter to the pasture than to the barn. I’ve also lowered my cull rate, reduced manure handling/hauling
costs as well as feed costs, and am improving the health of my herd and my land.” He is taking a year to

review his overall system, but has plans in the making to double pastured acres.
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Rising land prices affects conservation progress

By Jerry Muff
District Conservationist

It is not “breaking news” that
land prices have spiraled in recent
years. According to the “lowa
Farmer Today”, the 20.7 percent
land value jump over the past year
is the largest figure since the Iowa
Farm & Land Chapter No. 2 Real-
tors Land Institute began its surveys
30 years ago. Up until last fall, two
dollar corn has been a phrase I've
heard thousands of times by dis-
gruntled farmers who’ve weathered
stagnant commodity prices for de-
cades.

Recently, corn prices have
reached as high as five dollars.
This rapid change affects most of
us in varying ways. In general for
most farmers, it is exciting econom-
ic times. It has become obvious to
most everyone that the effects of
these changes increase the demand,
and- consequently, the pressure
on our land and water resources
(ie- biofuel plants popping up all
over). In light of this, I would like
to point out some related thoughts,
considerations, and concerns from
a conservationist’s point of view.

I have heard countless stories
of how fierce the competition for
rented land has become. Because
these farms tend to have the least
amount of oversight from the land-
owners regarding the conservation
of their land, this is one of my big-
gest concerns. Short term renters
aren’t generally as concerned about
the long terms effects of their farm-
ing practices. Landowners are

<
Doing

encouraged to be aware of what is
going on with the operation of their
farm and place restrictions to en-
sure that the land will be operated
in a conservation-minded manner.
Landowners also have the right to
require that a conservation plan be
followed by the renter. Conserva-
tion plans are completed or revised
by our office at no cost.

Attempting to farm marginal
land is one of the biggest abuses
of our land that we see. Clearing
timber and conversion of pasture
to cropland can become a major
problem for the environment and
the producer if proper steps are not
taken. Producers are reminded to
follow the Conservation Compli-
ance and Wetland Conservation
guidelines when any type of drain-
age or non-cropland conversion to
cropland is being planned. Also, it
is critical that the analysis by NRCS
be completed PRIOR to the conver-
sion or drainage. All farm program
benefits are at stake for producers
who “sodbust” or drain wetlands
without going through the proper
channels.

Continuous CRP. (A.K.A. the
buffer strip program) is still a vi-
able program that offers an annual
rental payment for establishment of
permanent cover. CRP rental pay-
ments have recently been increased
to levels that are fairly competi-
tive with current farm rental rates.
Rental rates are set according to the
soil type. While interest in all CRP
has declined recently, this program
should still be considered because

More...

fo serve you better

ALL HARDWARE IN-STOCK NOW!

Just in time for you to start plannin§ Spring
Home Improvement Projects!!

Gliden Paint
& Paint Supplies

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Xact Vinyl replacement
windows by Metal Industries

it takes up relatively small amounts
of land and does an impressive
amount of good for land and water
quality. Check with NRCS to learn
more about this program.

It appears that no-till farming
has not been growing and maybe
has retreated somewhat in the past
few years, despite fuel prices hav-
ing climbed to record highs. The
feeling I get from farmers is that
with the high commodity prices,
more emphasis is placed on maxi-
mizing yields rather than bottom-
line economics. By implementing
no-till and removing unnecessary
tillage practices, an operator can
cover more acres by saving time,
reduce input expenses with less
equipment, lower fuel usage, and
can greatly reduce soil erosion
rates by improving soil structure,
infiltration capacity, and biological
activity. It is possible to receive a
total of $30/ac through EQIP cost
share incentive funds to switch to
no-till for three consecutive years.
I always recommend that potential
no-tillers talk to one of our local
successful farmers who’ve no-tilled
for years. Collin Jensen, member
of the SWCD board, is willing to
share his management tips with
others. Mike Schutte, who has an
article on no-till planting in this is-
sue, is also willing to share his ex-
periences.

It is also evident that more
stalks are being baled for bedding
or feed. Sometimes the field is left
almost bare of all crop residue, es-
pecially when all rows are being

Northeast
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baled. These activities can be done
in a conservative manner if a cover
crop, such as rye, is seeded imme-

diately in the fall then harvested -

and/or no-tilled into the following
spring. Another option would be to
leave the residue of at least two out
of four rows during the baling pro-
cess. Too often, baling is followed
with an intensive tillage implement
which leaves the field vulnerable to
erosion. Conservation compliance

will have a tough time allowing this
on most of our HEL sloping land in
Fayette County.

These are only a few concerns
or issues which will become more
critical as the demand on our nat-
ural resources become greater.
Common sense would dictate that

land users become more motivated

to protect the soil as the value of the
land increased. I hope this is the

case.
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Kelly & Miller Agency, Fayette
(563)425-4569
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

Kerndt Brothers Agency, Lansing
(563)538-4207
Ipeters@kerndtbrothers.com

Leslie White Agency, Clermont
(563)423-5913
insure@acegroup.cc

Lester Korsness Agency, Burr Oak
(563)735-5835

Lyle Bodensteiner Agency, Waukon
(563)568-3222
bodensteinerinsurance@msn.com

Michael Ins. Agency, West Union
(563)422-6081
stevem@alpinecom.net

Ron Borsheim, Decorah

(563)382-3225
rob@iowa.usa.com

NMI Agency, Decorah
(563)382-9695
normutual@alpinecom.net

FARVUTUAL

e/ NISUTANCE

Decorah Office

Jim Clarke, Manager
Steve Hildebrandt, Adjuster

Judy Ehler, Dianne Fye & Charity Kuboushek, Agents

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOC.

119 East Water - DECORAH - 563-382-9695
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Secretary Northey encourages farmerstouse
new online option to manage conservation practices

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture
Bill Northey encourages farm-
ers to take advantage of the new
FARMS (Financial and Reports
System) website,
which allows them to sign-up for
and manage their participation in
conservation programs offered by
the Iowa Department of Agricul-
ture and Land Stewardship.

Management

Northeast lowa group has

“This new web program is de-
signed to make it easier for farm-
ers to register and get conservation
practices on the ground,” Northey
said. “There remains a great de-
mand for filter strips, grass-wa-
terways, and other projects that
reduce runoff and improve water
quality. This website ‘will help
farmers make sure those projects

happen.”

gov/FARMS/.

project.

Farmers interested in learning
more can visit https://idals.iowa.
There they can
learn more about the programs
offered and even apply for assis-
tance. Those that have previously
received assistance will also be
able to monitor the status of their

In addition to making it more
convenient to make inquiries and
apply for assistance, the new pro-
gram is designed to increase the
responsiveness to requests for
cost-share assistance and, as a
result, speed up the processing of
payments for landowners.

“As they are out in the com-
bine and running grain carts,
farmers are getting a good look
at their land and seeing any areas
that could benefit from additional
conservation practices,” Northey
said. “This new program will al-
low them to quickly apply when
it’s convenient to address problem

The Division of Soil Conser-
vation is responsible for state lead-
ership in the protection and man-
agement of soil, water and mineral
resources, assisting soil and water
conservation districts and private
landowners to meet their agricul-
tural and environmental protec-
tion needs.

Northey, a corn and soybean
farmer from Spirit Lake is serving
his first term as Secretary of Agri-
culture. His priorities as Secretary
of Agriculture are the opportuni-
ties in renewable energy, conser-
vation and stewardship, and telling
the story of Iowa agriculture.

Jforestry as main concern

By Jodie Kerns

Northeast Iowa Forestry Ad-
visory Committee (NEIFAC) is
a group of woodland landown-
ers that meet throughout the year.
The group is committed to protect-
ing our woodlands, and providing
forestry contractors and foresters
with suggestions on the needs and
struggles facing woodland owners.
NEIFAC also responds and sup-
ports legislation that protect our
woodlands as the need arises. This
informal and unique group meets
various times throughout the year,

ANDOLL

‘since 1963

The Landoll 2320 Weatherproofer IT combines disc gangs with
deep-till shanks all on one heavy frame. The front disc gangs cut
and mix the residue followed by spring cushion reset sub-soiler
shanks which penetrate up to 18” and leave a slot allowing for
the intake of water, air and nutrients for next years crop. Rear
disc gangs follow the shanks to cut, mix and level the soil, all in a
single trip to provide the weatherproofing edge.

with some members attending 1 or
2 times a year, and others attend-
ing all meetings. There are no
dues (although occasionally a vol-
unteer collection has been taken up
to assist with the cost of postage.)
Members enjoy various activities
such as tours of wood industry
plants, education presentations,
cabin tours, and touring member’s
woodlands to view projects or fea-
tures on their property. NEIFAC
provides an opportunity to place
both landowners and woodland
professionals together in the same

setting where we learn together

and from each other, along with

enjoying the woodlands we all
cherish. NEIFAC is open to any-
one who is interested in protecting
woodlands and would like to enjoy
the opportunities that we have to

offer. If you are interested in at-

tending NEIFAC meetings, please
feel free to contact Jim Kerns at
563-928-6814 or 563-928-7226 or
Jerry Muff at the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service (NRCS)
office at 563-422-3868 X3

The Weatherproofing Edge

LANDOLL 2320 SERIES
WEATHERPROOFER II

¢ Hydraulic Depth Control
® Regreaseable Disc Bearings

e 20” x 1/4” Feathering Blades

e 22” x 1/4” Disc Blades

¢ Three Disc Cutting Angles

e Parabolic Shanks

e 37” Underframe Clearance

e Level Lift Linkage

e Hydraulic Hoses w/Couplers

e Warning Lights & Safety Chain
* Powder Coat Paint

- BAUMLER IMPLEMENT

1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union (563) 422-3835

areas.”

Seedin
Service Clinic

‘Thursday, February 21
meeting at 10:00 AM

Featuring Ryan Salvador Area Manager of
Product Support for John Deere Company

( While you are here, don’t miss the
- Planter Parts Sale!

Through March 31, save 5% with cash on planter parts or takej

advantage of 90 days no payment/no interest with Farm Plan.
- $500 minimum purchase, items already on sale in the spring parts catalog
ol lighleforaddfionaldscount.

BONUS! All attendees of the planter clinic will receive a VIP

coupon good for $10.00 off any purchase at the dealership.
Limit one per person. Coupon may be used thru Friday, February 22, 2008

Kinze & Competitive Owners Welcome!

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT

1900 S. Frederick Ave., Oelwein
(319) 283-4371 or (800) 498-4371
“Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer” JOHN DEERE
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Protectingé lVlmk Creek Watershed

Carrie Davis
Project Coordinator

The Mink Creek Watershed, lo-
cated in eastern Fayette and west-
ern Clayton counties, has been the
subject of a water quality project
the past year. Encompassing over

12,000 acres, Mink Creek is a cold

water trout stream classified as class
B (HQ) by the lowa DNR water re-
source classification system. This
means that the stream has “excep-
tional recreational and ecological
importance. Special protection is
warranted to maintain the unusual,
‘unique, or outstanding physical,
chemical, or biological characteris-
tics which these waters possess.”
The Fayette SWCD was award-
ed a grant to for the Mink Creek

Watershed Project in 2004. The
project has been sponsored in part
by the lowa DNR, US_EPA (Sec-
tion 319) USDA-NRCS, and the
Iowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship.

The project was then initiated
at part-time for the first eighteen
months. The long term goal of the
Mink Creek Watershed was to re-
duce sedimentation to Mink Creek
and inform and educate landown-
ers and operators in the watershed
about the importance of protecting
our natural resources, such as Mink
Creek.

This final year of funding of the
Mink Creek Watershed Project has
been one of the busiest seasons of
the project. This fall over 11,000

feet of terraces have been built and
another 3,440 feet are planned for
this spring. About 15 water and
sediment basins were built or are
planned to be built in the water-
shed last fall and this spring. In
addition, seven acres of waterway
re-establishment, three animal
waste systems, 15 acres of tim-
ber stand improvement, and 992
feet of streambank stabilization
are planned to be constructed this

' spring/summer.

Due to practices installed in the
Mink Creek Watershed since the
start of the project there has been
over 1,630 tons/year reduction in
sediment being delivered to Mink
Creek. The projects completed this
fall and next summer are expected

Commercial Sites
Bulldozing
Demolition

Tiling

Terracing
Scraper Work
Farm Ponds
Waterways

Lime Spreading
Basement Excavation
Rock & Dirt Hauling

EXCAVATI

Fabric Checks for Waterways

LESLIE R. LAUER & SONS

NG & GRADING

to reduce sediment delivery by an
additional 1,900 tons/year, bring-
ing the total for the four years of
the project to over 3,500 tons/year!!
This is an amazing accomplish-

ment and watershed participants
should be proud of there part in
this achievement. As land values

continue to increase, protecting the
land just makes sense.

for on-farm

Thank you to area
landowners for
practicing soil &
water conservation.

Make Gage & Gage your choice

Water Wells
& Pumps

Amana heating & cooling, plus all your
plumbing installation and repairs.

Gage & Gage

Plumbing & Heating
609 Hwy. 150 South, West Union
(563) 422-5691 « 1-800-246-5691

FARMS FOR SALE
NEW! Nearly all tillable
Section 5 of Dover Twp., Fayette Co.
92 04 acres

Available to farm for 2008 crop year
Sections 7,8 & 17 of Illyria Twp., Fayette Co..
284 .87 acres

Nice combination of Tillable & Timber
Section 29 of Eden Twp., Fayette Co.
78 00 acres :

Nearly all timber with great hunting potential
Section 29 of Eden Twp., Fayette Co.
405 acres NEW PRICE! $115,000

Hard to find Farmette - 11 acres with Horse Barn & Riding Area
13285 185th Street, Elgin - NEW PRICE! $329,000

Great building/recreation site near Deer Ridge Campground
Section 34 of Illyria Twp, Fayette Co.
24 acres m/l NEW PRICE! $79,500

Extraordinary hunting for deer and turkeys; Mink Creek runs
through for excellent trout fishing. BACK ON THE MARKET!!
Sections 14 & 23 of Illyria Twp., Fayette Co.

65 .69 acres - NEW PRICE! $167,000

RESIDENTIAL ACREAGES

Located near Elgin
4061 Dove Road - Perfect set-up for horses with a little pasture area
plus barn. NEW PRICE! $77,000

Located near Hawkeye
24273 Quarry Road - Located 3 1/2 miles NE of Hawkeye with a
well, septic system, garage and barn, several mature trees.

Located near West Union , _
21268 Neon Road - less than 2 miles from a hard surfaced road;
4.75 acres will give you room to grow or keep horses.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
NEW PRICE! $89,000 111 & 113 E Main Street, Hawkeye
Clean neat bar with living quarters upstairs.

301 Mill Avenue, Elgin “Jiffy Mart”
212 & 214 Mill Street, Clermont Two frontages, one large building

NEW PRICE! $79,500 221 Mill Street, Clermont
For the arts & crafts enthusiast, great place for a studio.

NEW PRICE! $163,000 3 West Main Street, Waukon
2 storefronts, 5,700 sq. ft., 6 rental units on second floor.

For Complete Farm Listings visit our sister site:
www.northeastiowatarmsforsale.com

Northeast lowa Realty & Appraisal, Inc.:

Jay Jensen - Broker, Leanne Cline, Bruce Bemis
115S. Vine, West Union (563) 422-3285
www.northeastiowarealty.com
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SunOpta’ Organic * Non GMO
Identity Preserved

Grains and Faoa;s Group

Sunrich SunO@

ssmom oy Synflower

Contact us for Crop Planning
and Crop Programs

— IP, Non-GMO and
Organic Soybeans

Direct — IP and Organic Sunflower .

grower — IP and Organic Corn

connection... — Organic Feed Inputs

superior :
Currently contracting soybean, corn

agronomics :
and sunflower acres!

Delivery locations across the Midwest! Contracts with year-round delivery!

Sunrich SunOpta Sunflower Earthwise §

PO Box 128 227 6th StN 4111 30th Ave S

Hope MN 56046 Breckenridge MN 56520 Moorhead MN 56560
-4 507-431-4724 .218-287-5510 ... .

. 218-287-5510

SALES - SOURCING - CONT. - grains@sunopta.com

Whether you work first and play second, or play first and work second, only RANGER and

RANGER RZR offer you the hardest warking and hardest playing Side X Side vehicles you can buy.
With industry-leading features like highest Top Speed, Polaris Troe All Wheel Drive, and available

1-Ton Towing®, we've got a RANGER for you. Stop in and experience one today.

SoilView-

Robert J. Vobora
Area Resource Soil Scientist

Do you have a need for soil in-
formation and want it at the click of
abutton? Then SoilView may be the
answer for you. SoilView is a com-
puter program on CD that allows
anyone with a computer to obtain soil
information with the click of the com-
puter mouse. The soil information for
a county that normally was obtained
from a published Soil Survey book
for a county is now available on CD
for 95 of Iowa’s 99 counties.

Just what can SoilView do? Infor-
mation can be obtained on the whole
county or on just a field or small area.
The information available includes
yields for the commonly grown crops

Digital soil survey

in the area (corn, oats, soybeans, hay
and pasture). Information on suit-
ability for ponds, building sites, septic
tank adsorption fields, properties of
the soil and more is all included on
the CD. All of this information is
available for the whole county or for
an individual area of interest.

Are you interested in buying or
renting a new parcel of land? Soil-
View could help make some decisions
for you. -SoilView has tools included
that will allow you to quickly and eas-
ily obtain the average Corn Suitability
Rating (CSR) on an area or the crop
yields for that area. The acres of each
soil type and the CSR or yield is also
shown.

Interested in purchasing a build-
ing site. SoilView can give you an
idea of the depth to bedrock, high
water table, sandy areas, where is
the best place for a septic system and
much more. These are some things
that could increase the cost of build-
ing.
How do you get SoilView? Just
stop in the Fayette County Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) Office at 120 N. Industrial
Parkway in West Union. The cost of
a CD is $5.35 to cover reproduction.
The SoilView program will work on
any computer that has a windows op-
erating system. All instructions are
included on the CD.

Rod Marlatt, Director,

Fayette County Conservation

Board.... . =
The Fayette County Conserva-

tion Board was recently awarded

roads, always avoid paved surfaces. Never carry more than
rain. Follow all warnings and instructions in the owner's

ugh to grasp hand holds and plant feet firmly on the floor. For

p

y careful on difficult ¢

Ist Place in the State of lowa for
counties over 20,000 in population
i aprovement.. .. .

" This awarc
ally by the Iowa Chapter of the Ias-
sac Walton League of America. In
2007, the Fayette County Conser-
vation Board planted 2,300 trees
and shrubs, 1,229 acres of native
grasses (CRP, continuous CRP,
and quail buffers), burned 148
acres of native grasses for CRP
mid-contract management, and
implemented 61 acres of wildlife
foodplots. These projects along
with our nest-box program, timber
stand improvement work, -educa-
tional program, roadside manage-
ment program, and fish habitat
restoration efforts warranted the
award.

The Fayette County Conserva-
tion Board has long been a leader

in wildlife habitat. We have fin-
ished in the top three places in 15

0! .....of the last 18 years, 11 of which in
is presented annu-

1st place.

"The Fayette County Conser-
vation Board could not have done
this alone and would like to thank
our partners. These include the
Fayette County Chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever, the lowa Department
of Natural Resources, the Fayette
County Board of Supervisors, the
Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Farm Service Agency,
Soil Conservation District Com-
missioners, and most of all the
landowners who provide the acres
to do this work.

If you would like to imple-
ment a wildlife habitat project or
program, please contact the Fay-
ette County Conservation Board at
(563) 422-5146 or (563) 425-3613.

tive clothing. Always use cab nets. Never ride on
tion photography ridden by professional riders in designated off-road areas. ©2008 Polaris Industries Inc

c

Je Is not intended for and may not be registered for on-road use. The Polaris RANGER RZR is not intended for on-road use*Driver

nse to operate. Passenger must be at least 12 years old and tal
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Elgin, lowa (563) 426-5811

Better for Fayette Gounty,
Better for lowa,

ENERGY RESOURCES

Better for us all

Thank you for
practicing soil

and water
conservation.

USE

TOLL FREE 800-328-7371

& Elgin Motor Supply
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Natives — moi‘ethan habitat

By Jon Steege

Roadside Vegetation Manager,
Fayette County Conservation
Board

We have long understood the
role that native grasses and wild-
flowers play in providing much
needed habitat for a variety of
wildlife. But how often do we
think about the other benefits we
all derive from prairie type plant-
ings?

The obvious benefit is the aes-
thetic value we receive just from
enjoying the beauty of the prairie.
All throughout the summer, new
flowers and new colors rotate in
the prairie. Not as many different
species as the true tall grass prai-
rie once contained, but certainly
some of the showier plants can re-
ally add to the enjoyment of a prai-
rie planting.

If we plant prairie as part of a
conservation project, such as CRP,
the benefits go way beyond just our
personal enjoyments. Prairie spe-
cies are deep rooted plants. They
also use up the space both above
and-below ground. This means
two things. One is that they are
very effective in holding soil and

moisture where it belongs. The
second is they also absorb nutri-
ents that otherwise would run-
off into streams or leach down
through the soil profile. A good
stand of prairie will have three
or four times as many pounds of
roots underground as a traditional
hay type mix would have. More
roots mean more absorbency.

Few people consider the role
of pollinators today. But the fact
is many trees, flowers, and crops
depend on insects to pollinate
their flowers to produce seeds and
reproduce. A prairie with its di-
verse plant community and chang-
ing blooms throughout the grow-
ing season provides a refuge and
nectar source for many of the pol-
linators necessary to serve the role
nature intended for them. Some
pollinators are unique to prairies
and couldn’t exist without certain
species.

Prairie plantings in roadside
ditches also serve a valuable pur-
pose. In addition to the above
mentioned filtering of nutrients and
water absorption, they are valuable
for snow storage and winter road
protection. Since prairie species

are dense at the bottom and not at
the top, they trap snow low in the
ditch and let the wind blow through
the top. Anyone who drives the
roads while it’s snowing and the
wind is blowing can observe this
“nature’s own windbreak.” Hav-
ing prairie in road ditches means
less maintenance for weeds and
brush, and is easily rejuvenated
by a timely periodic burning. Re-
member the pollinators. Prairie
plantings in road ditches serve as
connectors between larger stands
of prairie and traditional species
and serve as a corridor for move-
ment of those pollinators.

It seems that prairie plantings
serve a number of beneficial pur-
poses in the greater scheme of life
and nature. Let’s not forget the
wildlife habitat benefit. A few
years ago, I suggested having a t-
shirt for the annual roadside Con-
ference which stated, “Big Blue-
stem — It’s Not Just for Breakfast
Anymore.” Natives formed the
black soil prairie that has made
Iowa farmland so productive. By
putting prairie back in some of
its traditional places, we can once
again enjoy its many benefits.

e

Thank you for your hard work.

Fredericksburg Farmers Cooperative salutes .

HEPING KEEP:
|OWA FARMS
STAY STRONG

the soil and water conservation efforts of area
farmers and landowners. From the use of
no-til and low-til field management, to wetland
preservation and the use of buffer strips,
contouring and windbreaks to prevent soil
loss. You're helping lowa’s agriculture stay
strong and competitive for years to come.

FF‘ Fa
=

Fredericksburg
rmers Cooperative

Fredericksburg » Hawkeye + Sumner * Frederika * Bremer * lonia

800-562-8389 www.fburgcoop.com

Life is all
about

relation-
ships...

Shouldn’t your insurance be, too?

Personal relationships are vital when selecting an
insurance company. Finding an agent you know and
trust can make all the difference when you have a
question or claim.

Call us today to experience fast, friendly service from
our local staff. We'll be here for you when you need
us most.

Woodard Insurance
GRINNELL/YUTUAL | Serviee Co.
REINSURANC E cmmmCOM ‘5611;?42%.3‘;33{(}“10“

www.gmirc.com www.woodard-insurance.com

Give the merchandisers at L'GB a call faf details!

Consolidated Grain & Barge Co.
(Formerly Pattison Bros.)

FAYETTE & CLAYTON

1-800-632-5952

fo
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Mink Creek water quality monitoring

Submitted by Rick Klann
Upper lowa University

Upper Iowa University has
been conducting a program of fair-
ly intensive water quality monitor-
ing on Mink Creek since August
of 2005. Prior to this, Upper Iowa
conducted a preliminary study of
the water quality of Mink Creek in
2002. This report highlights some
of what we have learned during
this monitoring.

Water samples are collected
monthly during March through
November from three sites along
the creek (only one site was sam-
pled during the preliminary study
in 2002). Additionally, samples
are collected immediately follow-
ing significant rain events (more
than 0.6 inches of rain in a 24 hour
period).

Each sample is analyzed for the
following physical and chemical
parameters of water quality: tem-
perature, pH, conductivity, dis-
solved oxygen and turbidity are
measured on site, while samples
returned to the lab are analyzed for
suspended solids, fecal coliform
bacteria, ammonia, nitrate-nitrite,
total nitrogen, soluble reactive
phosphorus and total phosphorus.

‘From

Twice a year (May and Sep-
tember), each site is sampled for
benthic macroinvertebrates (pri-
marily aquatic insects and scuds
that live on the bottom). Since dif-
ferent species of benthic macro-
invertebrates vary with respect to
their ability to tolerate pollution,
they can be very useful as indica-
tors of water quality. Specifically,
they can indicate input of pollution
that may be missed by a monthly
sampling regime.

While UIU was monitoring the
water quality from 2005 on, the
Fayette Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District was implementing a
project to improve the water qual-
ity by altering land use practices.
The purpose of the water qual-
ity monitoring is to answer a key
question. Are the improvements
in land use practices leading to
an improvement in water quality?
While it would be nice to obtain
a simple answer to that question,
the water quality monitoring data
paint a more complex picture. This
isn’t surprising since we are exam-
ining an entire watershed, and wa-
tersheds by their size and nature
tend to be very complex.

First the good news. The ben-

pring Planting

thic macroinvertebrates living in
the stream can be used to provide a
rating for the stream based on lev-
els of organic pollution (nitrogen
and phosphorus). The rating scale
ranges from very poor, up through
poor, fairly poor, fair, good, very
good to excellent. Early samples
produced a rating of good. More
recent samples have produced a
rating of very good, indicating that
more benthic macroinvertebrates
that are less tolerant to organic
pollution are beginning to thrive
in Mink Creek.

Now for the not so good news.
Mink Creek is still being impacted
by runoff following heavy rains. If
you were to visit Mink Creek af-
ter a week without rain, you would
find what looks to be like a pristine
stream. Light rains would not alter
your perception. Light rains allow
the water to percolate through the
ground. This water is filtered be-
fore it returns to the surface at a
spring or seep.

Heavy rainfalls, however, satu-
rate the ground. Any rain that falls
after the soil is saturated will not
be able to percolate and be fil-
tered. Instead, it flows directly to
streams as runoff. Runoff from

Northeast lowa
Cooperative

Driven To Exceed Our
Customers’ Expectations

bare ground strips topsoil (and the
chemicals it contains) and carries
it to the stream. Buffer strips and
sedimentation ponds are so valu-
able because they can perform the
function of filtration, limiting the
amount of sediment carried by
runoff. If you were to visit Mink
Creek following a heavy rain, you
would find it difficult to believe
that you are viewing the same
stream.

The heavy rains that fall each
year lead to a tremendous amount
of sediment introduced to Mink
Creek by runoff. Many organic
pollutants (nitrogen and phospho-
rus) and fecal coliform bacteria
are washed in as well. Two dis-

/method of application is leading to

turbing trends we see in the data
are high levels of phosphorus and
fecal coliform bacteria in the wa-
ter. Both of these parameters are
associated with manure. The data
indicate that either more manure
is/being applied to land in the
watershed, or else the timing and

more phosphorus and bacteria in

| runoff.

Land improvement practices
are the key to improving the water
quality of Mink Creek. Continued
efforts are needed to reduce the
sediment load carried by runoff
and to make sure that runoff is fil-
tered of organic pollutants.

Make NAPA your first stop
when looking for parts!

Quality parts, Filters, Accessories, Tools & Supplies

Cars * Trucks * Farm Equipment * Imports

=)

NAPA Auto

112 E Elm, West Union 422-3896

Conservation Makes
A Difference
Northeast lowa Cooperative is proud to support
the conservation efforts of area farmers and |
and owners. Your hard work will help benefit
our agricultural community, while preserving
lowa’s unique ecological heritage.

. Toll Free 1-888-788-7671
Clermont (563) 423-5293 « Maynard (563) 637-2285
Sumner (563) 578-3214 ¢ Elgin (563) 426-5566

Arlington (563) 633-3415 « Winthrop (319) 935-3336
Lamont (563) 924-2171 + Randalia (563) 428-4411
Volga (563) 767-2475
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Carrie Davis
Project Coordinator

The Fayette SWCD has success-
fully applied for a watershed proj-
ect grant for the Nutting Creek Wa-
tershed. Nutting Creek is a 17,246
acre watershed located in northern
Fayette and southern Winneshiek
counties. A watershed is the area
of land that drains into a particular
stream, lake, river, or ocean. This
project is designed to be a three-
year project intended to improve
the water quality of Nutting Creek.
Landowners and operators in this
special watershed may be able to
take advantage of increased cost
share, up to 75%, and incentive

programs to improve water quality -

by implementing certain conserva-
tion practices.

Nutting Creek has been listed on
lowa’s 2004 303(d) list of Impaired
Waters for aquatic life impairment.
Recent studies conducted by the
DNR TMDL staff indicate that
aquatic life is_notJongera limita-
tion-in"the watershed; however E.
coli levels have been documented
as high as 730,000 colony form-
ing units/100 ml of water after rain
events. This is significantly higher

Funding Awarded fo

then the EPA’s recommendation for
body contact.

The goal of the watershed proj-
ectis to improve the water quality of
the stream and reverse the negative
impact that fecal coliform bacteria
and sediment is having on the eco-
system, The SWCD believes these
can be accomplished by promoting
several cultural and structural best
management practices (BMPs) that
contain livestock runoff and reduce
or trap sediment and manure from
entering the stream.

Cultural BMPs include no-till

farming, rotational grazing and nu-
trient management while structural
practices include animal waste
structures, terraces, and grade
stabilization structures.  These
practices can reduce bacteria and
sediment loads by slowing down
and filtering sediment and manure
laden runoff from crop fields before
it reaches streams.

The Nutting Creek Watershed
Project is supported in part by the
Iowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship, Division of
Soil Conservation, through fund-
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ing from the Watershed Protection
Fund and by the Iowa Department
of Natural Resources through a
grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency under the Feder-
al Non-Point Source Management

Program (Section 319 of the Clean

Water Act). Technical assistance is

provided by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

Individuals interested in the
Nutting Creek Watershed Project
can contact Carrie Davis at the
Fayette County SWCD Office, 563-
422-3868 ext 3.

—

ual

for an extra 10% savings.

The parts department will be offering the lowest prices of the year on oll, filters, sweeps,
planter parts, plus twine and net wrap, so it's a good time to stock up!

The service department special is a complete 57-point planter inspection for $16.50 per row.
Any parts or labor booked through the service department on Open House day will be eligible

If your Open’House purchases are $750 or more, and you use your commercial revolving
account, CASE/IH will give you NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENT until May 1, 2008.

» SPECIALS
* EQUIPMENT DISPLAY

* VISIT OUR SALES DEPT.

We invite you to come for the deals, the food,
the information, and the fun! Maybe even a
prize if you are actively engaged in farming!

LUNCH 10:00 am-3:00 pm

CASE il
R A G T

CASE i

AGRICULTURE

New Hampton Red Power, Inc.
2205 240th St., New Hampton
PH 641-394-3178 FAX 641-394-2013
www.redpowerteam.com

Case Credit

rentage,

CASE CREDIT
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Leaving a legacy

Rod Marlatt
Conservation Director, Fayette Coun-
ty Conservation Board

What is my Legacy? It’s a ques-
tion that all of us ponder as the years
roll by and age sets in. Landowners
in our state are becoming older and
decisions have to be made in regards
to passing the land down, selling, it, or
a multitude of other options. Much of
this land has been well cared for by the
landowner or has unique virtues such
as conservation farming practices,
timber, wetlands, and prairie. Many
of these stewards of the land want to
ensure that, irregardless of the transfer
of this land, the virtues that they have
so carefully protected remain forever.

One of the best tools available to
provide this protection is a Conserva-
tion Easement.

A Conservation Easement is the
most popular, permanent way you can
protect natural land while continuing
to own it. The land is still yours to
sell or pass onto your heirs, but you set
aside certain rights. You determine
that no future owner will do specific
things on the property that would
harm its conservation or natural fea-
tures.

For example, you can set aside the
development rights to ensure your land
is always used for wildlife or farming.
Conservation Easements can be used
to restrict quarrying, building, timber
harvest, or any combination of land
rights.

The limitations set forth in Con—

servation Easements are tailored to
suit your unique property as well as
your personal preferences as a land-
owner.

When you write a Conservation
Easement, you choose a conservation
organization or agency that will en-
sure the easement terms are respected
in the future. That the conservation
partner shares your goals for the land
and accepts the responsibility to mon-
itor the land use regularly and enforce
your restrictions if necessary.

The protection afforded by Con-
servation Easements is permanent;
it legally binds all present and future
owners of the land. Easements are re-

corded with the county recorder and
are permanently attached to the title of
the land thereafter.

Some people choose to place a
Conservation Easement on land be-
fore it is transferred by sale, gift, in-
heritance or bequest. Even if the new
owner is a good land steward, the
easement adds a layer of protection for
the land.

Iowa law (Chapter 457A) allows
the Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources, any County Conservation
Board, and any city in Iowa to hold a
Conservation Easement. Many feder-
al agencies, soil conservation districts,
and private, nonprofit organizations
can also hold Conservation Ease-
ments.

When a Conservation Ease-
ment reduces the property value, the
landowner that donates the easement
may claim the difference in value as
a charitable deduction for income tax
purposes. An easement may lower es-
tate taxes and inheritance taxes, too.

If you've ever considered donating
a Conservation Easement, new legis-
lation provides a huge incentive to act
sooner rather than later. The Pension
Protection Act of 2006 significantly
expands tax incentives for easements
donated by December 31, 2007.
Specifically the new legislation:

Raises the charitable deduction
landowners can take for donating
Conservation Easements from 30% to
50% of their adjusted gross income in
any year;

Increases that deduction limit
to 100% of income if the donor is a
farmer or rancher; and

Allows the donor to carry forward
the charitable deduction for up to 15
years.

Again, if you’re looking to pre-
serve the land you have worked so
hard to protect, and leave a legacy, you
may want to consider a Conservation
Easement.

For more information, you may
contact the Fayette County Conserva-
tion Board or other legal easement re-
cipients. Potential donors should also
consult with their attorneys, financial
advisors, family members and heirs.

SWCD District employee, Eric Boehm, mforms a group of students about thc differences of sonl types.

Third grade Educatlon Field Day at Jensen farm

Carrie Davis
Project Coordinator

This past fall the Fayette
SWCD hosted its 14th annual
Education Field Day for area
third-graders at the Richard and
Dorothy Jensen Farm. Three
hundred and eighty children at-
tended from nine area school
districts.

Students and teachers spent
the day learning about a wide
range of conservation topics, ev-
erything from erosion and soils
to beekeeping and ponds. The
children were able to touch a
catfish, look into a beehive and
become soil particles as they’re
eroded away. The District and
its volunteers are proud to be
involved in introducing our chil-
dren to the importance of con-
serving our natural resources.
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Students were able to see the 1ns1de of a bee hlve and learned about
the importance of bees.
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