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Kenneth, Doris Wagner are
Century Conservation Farm Family

The Ken and Doris Wagner fam-
ily was selected to represent Fayette
County as one of Iowa’s conserva-
tion farm families of the century.

The Wagners were one of 78
farm families from across Iowahon-
ored at the 1999 Farm Progress Show
in the Amana Colonies Sept. 29,
1999. They were officially recog-
nized in a brief ceremony at the show.
They were nominated by the Fayette
Soil and Water Conservation District
for their efforts to protect the water,
air and land that will produce our
food into the next millennium.

Each conservation family re-
ceived a limited-edition wildlife print
by well-known artist Larry Ander-
son, and jackets and certificates
sighed by Gov. Tom Vilsack and
other state conservation leaders.
This recognition of Iowa’s Con-
servation farmers caps the year-long
Conservation Milestones at the Mil-
lennium Campaign that honors the
conservation work of fowa’s private
landowners and the local, state and
federal conservation agencies and
organizations which help them.

Fayette County farmers Kenneth and Doris Wagner received their Cen-
tury Conservation farm family award at the 1999 Farm Progress Show.
Also pictured is Natural Resources Conservation Service State Conserva-
tionist Leroy Brown (center) and IDALS-Division of Soil Conservation

official Ken Tow.
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Chome ride with us
LAURIE SCHULT, Owner

hauling 2008 South Frederick, Oelwein
* Backhoe & 319-283-2301

finishing : The Best Deals on Two Wheels
* Fence rows . O o
e Dozerwork- =, .~ . :

s DonRausch & Sons
Construction

. can take care of your on-
the-farm construction needs.

BAKER CONCRETE & EXCAVATING

245 Lakeview Dr., Clermont

423-5000

E: Member of lowa Workforce ety

PRACTICE We are also proud to assist in the efforts toward
FARM proper soil conservation and protecting our
CONSERVATION resources for the future.

“BREHME & SONS
CONSTRUCTION

Land Improvement Contractor & Tiling
Wadena 633-6121
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Bill Bennett points to a spot within his woodland area on his rural-Elgin farm while giving a tour of the area
which earned him honors with the Fayette County SWCD.

Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioner Bill

Bennett, the 1999 Woodland Owner winner, stands among the timber at

his rural Elgin farm.

Bennett named 1999
woodland owner of year

The Fayette Soil and Water Con-
servation District has named rural
Elgin resident and SWCD commis-
sioner Bill Bennett as its 1999 wood-
land owner of the year.

Bennett owns 196 acres of wood-
land on his farm on Dove Road. He
entered his written management plan
in 1987 and revised it in 1993 and
again in 1998.

The improvements he has made
to his woodland include releasing 14
acres of crop tree release in 1993 and
removing 59 acres of cull trees in
1994. Also in 1994, he thinned five
acres of shagbark hickory to increase
seed production and clear-cut five
acres to increase cover and browse
for deer, turkey and grouse.

He allows mushroom, deer and
turkey hunting in his woodlands by
permission. The timber is not grazed
and needs no fencing.

His tree planting efforts include
interplanting five acres of timber with
red oak and walnut in 1994 and di-

rect seeding 22 acres with walnut,

oak, maple and ash. He planned to
direct see:i 30 more acres under the
CRP program as of March 1999.
Bennett made three harvest cut-
tings of his woodland. In 1987, he
cut 45 acres of mixed hardwoods
yielding 53 MBF. He clear-cut 14
acres and selectively cut 31acres. He
harvested another 59 acres of hard-
woods in 1994, 10 acres clear-cut and

Postville Ford Mercury, Inc.

Hwys 18 & 52 SE Postville

N

C

49 acres selectively harvested. In
1998, he shelterwood cut 10 acres of
red oak.

In addition to being a SWCD
cor'hmissigner, he serves as a mem-
ber of the State Committee of Soil
Conservation Districts. He also was
recently selected as the forestry rep-
resentative for the National Soil Con-
servation Districts.

He also serves on the Northeast
Jowa RC&D and is an active mem-
ber of the Northeast Iowa Forestry
Advisory Committee. The commit-
tee provides direction to the forest-
ers in northeast Iowa and was respon-
sible for promoting a bill in the Iowa
Legislature to provide more people
and cost-share dollars for forestry in
Iowa.

In 1995, Bennett hosted the Fay-

The Bill Bennett farm near Elgin has 196 acres of woodland which Bennett has made improvements three times
and harvested three times.

~ette County Forestry Field Day.

About 75 people attended an all-day
tour of Bill’s timber projects. His land
was certified as a Tree Farm in 1997.

“Bill is involved in many orga-
nizations that can influence forestry
in Jowa,” said District Forester Gary
Beyer, who submitted the nomina-
tion papers. “He is respected for his
knowledge on forestry issues and
strongly promotes the proper man-
agement of the woodland resource.

“Because of Bill’s influence
throughout the state, he has more
impact on forestry than any one in- -
dividual that I know.”

Planning kny
Projects This
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Ensign Hollow II Watershed project
completes first-year activities

Northeast Iowa is home to sev-
eral cold water trout streams. The
habitat that supports the trout fish-
ery is unique, and the system is frag-
ile and can be affected by sediment
and nutrient loading. Since spring-
fed cold water streams both receive
from and contribute to our ground-
water supply, the condition of these
streams can provide an overall indi-
cation of the health of our available
groundwater. Presently, there are
only a few streams in Iowa that sup-
port natural reproduction of trout.

The Ensign Hollow I Watershed
project is an effort to improve and
protect the water quality of the up-
per reaches of Hewett Creek, and its
tributary, Ensign Creek. The project
- area includes approximately 5,950
~acres in southeastern Fayette County

and southwestern Clayton County.
During the term of the project, land-
owners and farm operators in the
watershed will have the opportunity
to implement a wide range of con-
servation practices with expanded
cost share assistance. The project is
an attempt to demonstrate how
_ people can voluntarily work together
to create water quality improvements.
The project is the result of a pro-
posal submitted by the Fayette and
Clayton Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts, and builds upon work
completed on the Ensign Creek por-
tion of the watershed (708 acres) in
1994. As. a result of the earlier
project, the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources noted a significant
increase in the fish holding capacity of

Jeff Moellers
is $800
scholarship
winner

Jeffrey Moellers, rural Arlington,
is Fayette County's CDI Auxiliary's
$800 scholarship winner. Moellers
also received a $500 SWCD schol-
arship from the Soil and Water Con-
servation District.

Moellers resides on a farm in -

Fayette County, and has worked all
the many tasks on his family's farm.
Most of his time has been spent with
the breeding operation of a 500-sow
unit. He has also worked for a farm
building contractor.

Moellers has been active in FFA
at his school, with outdoor projects
in his community including landscap-
ing at the school and storm clean-up
of the fairgrounds. He participated in
the Adopt-A-Highway project as
well. ;

Moellers will attend Iowa State
University to further his career in
agriculture.

He is the son of Jeff and Anna
Marie Moellers, and the grandson of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Moellers, West
Union, and Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Wagner, Castalia.

the stream. It is hoped that similar ben-
efits will become evident on Hewett
Creek as a result of the new effort.
Several conservation practices
have been identified for funding.
Terraces, water and sediment control
basins, grade stabilization structures,
and contour buffer strips have been
include in the project to reduce the
amount of sediment entering the
streams. Timber stand improvement
and tree planting incentives are in-
cluded for the forested portion of the
watershed, which makes up nearly
1,700 acres of the project area.
Landowners with livestock can
take advantage of incentives for pas-
ture management and fencing, and
can receive cost share for the con-
struction of animal manure storage
structures. Crop producers in the
project management planning, and new
tools for refinement of nitrogen use.
Eroding streambanks are a
highly visible source of the sediment
that enters streams. Streambank sta-
bilization projects typically involve
combinations of bank shaping,
lunkers (wooden structures that pro-
vide protection for trout), rock riprap,
and grass seeding, which can also be
cost shared through the project.
The Ensign Hollow IT Watershed
project has been active since March
of 1999, and initial interest among
landowners and farm operators has
been good. During the fall, four
water and sediment control basins
were constructed, and seven produc-
ers completed first-year nutrient
management activities on over 1,200

- acres of cropland. The timber stand

improvement incentives have been
especially popular, following a se-
vere windstorm that damaged trees
in the project area in 1998. Prelimi-
nary designs have also been com-
pleted for two grade stabilization
structures (ponds), five water and
sediment control basins, 1900 feet of
terraces, and one animal waste man-
agement system. Other projects in-
clude conversion of 73 acres of ex-
isting pasture and cropland to a ro-
tational grazing system, and stabili-
zation of 290 feet of eroding
streambank. Due to landowner in-
terest, grassed waterways may also
be added to the list of eligible prac-
tices for cost share.

The initial structures completed
in the watershed provide visible evi-
dence of the efforts of project land-
owners to protect the streams. The
value of these efforts was highlighted
during a trout population estimate
conducted on the Ensign Hollow
streams in November by IDNR-
Fisheries staff. During the assess-
ment, evidence of natural reproduc-
tion of rainbow trout was docu-
mented in Ensign Creek. This makes
Ensign Creek one of only four
streams in Iowa that support natural
reproduction of rainbow trout. "

* Future efforts for the project will
continue to focus on practices that
reduce sediment and nutrient deliv-
ery to the streams. For more infor-
mation, contact Project Coordinator
Eric Palas at the NRCS office in
Elkader (319) 245-1048
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SOIL CONSERVATION

If we don’t plan for it today, there won’t be
anything to plan for tomorrow.
WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING
SOIL CONSERVATION

BEATRICE CHEESE INC.

“Manufacturer of Fine Qualiz Dairy Products”

Frederickshurg 237-5311

&

52AB0 CONSTRUCTION C0., INC.
PosTVILLE, 1A 319-864-7515

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 1998 TO JUNE 30, 1999

I BUDGET
Al ocabion s st wl i Tl s $ 3,000.00
Supplemental Bedieionlimar ikt Sl 1,380.00
Total¥AN geatlon wrats, wistl o4 el = 4,380.00
Conmissioner Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,043.16
Office Supplies and Expenses . . . . ... .. 2,336.84
IIIM BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM
1998=1999.:AlTocation:, .2 v Wi s i $ 37,842.00
Spent s man it St R i R 14,827.93
Obligated s e i i 10,778.00
Unolbigatedsis: s aiinne ot sl as 5T $ 12,236.07
1997-1998 A110cation: i s et s s e $ 37,616.00
Q) ol R S el e e S R T e 13,409.66
OblagatediGair ol laimeiaet Os Bl ains 00 T 13,264.01
Unobligated:sic Semnte it Sl e $10,942.33
1996-1997: AlToeations- Siniimn it natii g, $ 37,616.00
Supplemental il cmm, BaRE M e L G 21,092.00
TotaliAldecatiomis s b v | 58,708.00
ol o it A O SRt S e SRR 42,627.35
Obligated’ s st il i SR e e 13075:25
ReturnedstozStatesifier ol B s $ 2,505.40
REAP PRACTICES
1999 A1l ocation it ia deananten i sl e $ 29,840.00
Obligated i yaksr st na A S L 27,277.50
Unobligated. . . . .. ... .. P AT $ 2,562.50
REAP FORESTRY/NATIVE GRASSES
1999=A1T0eation. (5 s b bl R s $ 13,089.50
Obligatedsnaizis i o m m A i s 12,997.50
92.00

Unobligated i wiomeisasionis it & e $
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JOHN DEERE
510 DISK RIPPER

THREE JOBS IN ONE PSS

> Size residue, shatter
compaction, and level
ridges...all in one pass

degrees

» Rip compaction down to
15 inches with rugged
21/4-inch ripper points
or optional 7-inch
ripper sweeps

» 20-degree front gang
angle for aggressive

sizing; rear gang angle
adjustable to 14 or 16

» Easy crank-adjust
single-point depth
control; hydraulic
TouchSet™ depth
control optional

» Working widths of
12-feet 6-inches and
17-feet 6-inches

CLERMONT

| JOHN DEERE

IMPLEMENT CO.

121 Mill Street, Clermont

(319) 423-5206

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE
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Koch, Lori Kohlmeyer, Don Durscher, (back) Dan Schmitt, Jerry Muff, Joe Wingert and Alan Crowe.

Local water conservation program set

Those interested in water conser-
vation efforts are encouraged to at-
tend Watershed Works, a program to
build leadership and facilitation skills
for effective local involvement in
watershed planning.

- The Iowa Farm Bureau Federa-
tion (IFBF), along with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and Trees Forever, are spon-
soring the program.
~  “Farmersare agriculture’s front line
when it comes to conservation efforts,”
said Rick Robinson, director of envi-
ronmental affairs for the lowa Farm
Bureau. “Agriculture is facing a seri-
ous regulatory challenge with respect
to water quality. It is imperative that
farmers become actively involved in
watershed protection efforts.”

Watershed Works consists of two
sessions: Getting Started and Keep
it Going. Session one will include an
overview of the locally-led planning
process, working on a watershed ba-
sis and building an effective planning
team. Session two includes more in-
depth training on the leadership and
facilitation skills. ‘

The seminar is open to all those
interested in watershed resources. To
make your reservations, call Carla

NOTICE

The District prohibits discrimi-
nation in it's programs on the basis
of race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, age, disability, political
beliefs, and family or marital status.

Rickels from Trees Forever at 1-800-
369-1269 or register on the Internet
at www.ifbf.org. Program cost is $10
per person for each session.

The IFBF, NRCS and Trees For-
ever support locally-led initiatives to
conserve and develop Iowa’s natural
TESOUICES.

The following is the schedule for
the Watershed Works sessions:

Session one: Feb. 23 — Bill’s
Pizza and Smokehouse, Indepen-
dence, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; March 21 —
Pizza Hut Party Room, Washington,
9am.to4 p.m.

Session two: June 28 — Bill’s
Pizza and Smokehouse, Indepen-
dence, 9 am. to 4 p.m.; July 19 —

* Pizza Hut Party Room, Washington,

9am. to 4 p.m.

i

Maynard Savings Bank
salutes farmers for
Outstanding Soil Conservation Efforts!

This aerial view of field contouring strips show the conservation efforts of area farmers Jon
Steege, Paul Hoeger & Herb Hoeger.
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Fayette County SWCD Commissioner Dick Jensen put his farm between
Elgin and West Union to the test this summer as he allowed drivers to
traverse the conservation areas of his fields. (Echo file photo by.Eric
VanSickle)

Farmers’ Sfewardshlp,l

- By planting a tree, you
not only beautify the
landscape, but help
prevent erosion and
improve wildlife habitat.

Your Fayette Co.
SWCD has a tree &
wildflower order form
included in this issue.
Order trees in bulk, at

sk

special prices!

. February, 2000

Elgin State
Bank

“BUILDING A FUTURE WITH NEIGHBORS & FRIENDS”
319-426-5515 ELGIN * WADENA 319-774-2335

Your Fubture. Fo—p
OUR
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The Web of Life

An editorial
By Richard Jensen,
SWCD commissioner
For a subject worked and re-
worked countless times in novels,
motion picfures and television,
American Indians remain the least
understood and the most misunder-
stood Americans of us all. American
Indians defy any single description.
They were and are far too indi-
vidualistic to classify. They shared no
common language and few common
customs. But collectively their his-

tory is our history and should be a

part of our shared and treasured heri-
tage.

Yet even their heroes are largely
unknown to us today except perhaps
for such figures as Chief Joseph of
the Nez Perce and the slaughter at
Wounded: Knee, Saukagawis the
Shoshone who guided the Lewis and
Clark expedition. Chief Sitting Bull
and Crazy Horse the Sioux warriors
at the Battle of Little Big Horn.

This list of misunderstood
Americans ‘could go on and on, but
few care enough to learn of their con-
tributions, views, beliefs or philoso-
phies. At best our modern imitation
would be body piercing to accom-
modate rings etc., decorating self
with tattoos and various hairstyles.
The purpose and meaning of these
acts has not fully been explained.

My hope is simply to make

aware to you that these Americans
sustained themselves for thousands
of years in a “natural world.” Feast
or famine, cold or hot, wet or dry,
friend or foe. No other element than
nature affected their needs or wants.
Survival meant having a spiritual and
emotional relationship with nature.
All these needs such as food, water
and shelter came from the earth and
were deeply appreciated. In fact the
earth was worshipped for its gener-
osity.

This land was eventually taken
from them by various means and

~

methods through government treaties
and purchases. Gone was the life
style of this culture. Forgotten, the
interdependency of the earth to man,
water to soil, grass to forest and sun
to life. An affection for natural re-
sources, that allowed life to flourish,

was quickly rejected for an economic
exploitation.

Everywhere you look today our
environment begs for better care. Our
soil, water and forests are in need of
respect and repair. Our basic obliga-
tion to have a natural affection for
the earth was lost over 150 years ago
when the first Americans were elimi-
nated and forgotten.

Possibly these two following
items will be more motivating than
my own impression. These reflect the
same warning but from two differ-
ent generations of men.

@ [ 4
Dick Jensen is
@
Region 4's
[ 4
outstanding
@ [ 4
Commaissioner

As a Fayette SWCD commis- |
sioner the past 12 years, Richard
Jensen, rural Elgin, has devoted a
great deal of ‘
his time to
promoting
soil conser-
vation, and
particularly
in educating
children.

He is this
year's Region
4 Outstand-
ing SWCD
Commis- |
sioner. I

Besides attending national meet- |
ings, Jensen has focused his efforts |
on educating children about the im- |
portance of conservation and the im- |
portance of nature. The past six years
he has hosted the Fayette SWCD
conservation field days on his farm.
The three-day event draws about 500
third graders from eight school dis-
tricts each year. Students have the
opportunity to gain on-site knowl-
edge of such subjects as soils, con-
tour farming, bees, woodlands, wild-
life, erosion, ponds and recycling.

Richard and his wife, Dorothy,,
implement conservation practices on
their farm, including contour farm-

ing, contour buffer strips, terraces and |
CRP.

Richard Jensen

Conservation Tillage systems (systems that leave 30% or more crop residue), such as |

no-till, stip-till, ridge-till and mulch-till, offer many economic & environmental benefits.

+ Reduced labor - with fewer trips to the field, 1 trip instead of 2 or 3

* Time savings - up to 450 hours on a 1,000 acre farm

+ Reduced labor - with fewer trips to the field

+ Reduced machinery wear - No-till saves an estimated $5/acre

+ Fuel savings - fewer trips, no-till saves an average 3.5 gallons an acre

« Higher soil moisture - reduced evaporation saves up to 2" of water

+ Reduced soil erosion - can reduce wind & water erosion up to 90%

« Improved surface water quality - by holding soil particles, nutrients &
pesticides on the field, less runoff

» Increased organic matter - important to long-term fertility

+ More wildlife - crop residues provide shelter & food for wildlife

« Reduced carbon gas releases - keeps natural occurring carbon in the soil, reducing green-house effect




Consider our
Commitment
What beauty abounds here on God’s green Earth!
And who can being to measure its worth?

What price a sunset, a blossom-filled spring;
A moonlit lake, a butterfly wing?

God gave all and so much more;
These are beautiful harvests, too much to store.
All this He meant for us here to treasure.
How fortunate we are, enriched beyond measure!

But there is the danger that we might forget
That for all this beauty we do owe a debt.
For, as He gave to us His world to share,

He also committed it to our care.

When God made the Earth, before it He stood.
He looked His work over and said, “it is good.”
Do you wonder sometimes what God has to say

When He looks down upon His world today?

Man’s obsessions have upset nature’s balance.
- Today costly mistakes are taxing our talent.
We mustn’t forget Earth’s not ours alone;
That we’re only mortal and soon will be gone.

We each have a duty to God our Creator
To protect Earth’s resources for those who come later.
Yes, its time our commitment went even deeper,
" If we are to be our brother’s keeper.

Consider our commitment; consider it well.

from the 1984 Soil Stewardship Brochure

“Conservation district officials need to recognize that they are in charge

of a local unit of government. A district is not a voluntary association, a

social organization, or a committee for a government program. A district is a

subdivision of state government just like a county, town, township, or school
district. And you are local government officials.

} “If a district is to function effectively as a local government, it must have

the respect of its citizens. They need to know what the district is domg,

: belleve in the merits of its work:and respects governing; officials. This; in

« turn, requires that district officials take'their responsibilities senoust, and

that they should expect the public to take them seriously. Only in this way

can we move ahead with the job.”

: John S. Wilder, “Key Issues Ahead”

1971 NACD Convention, Chicago, Ill.

TRUE BLUE ZTReo

Dixone ZTRe Residential Hydro-Drive
Zero Turning Radius Mower

* Zero Turning Radius for easy
handling & maneuverability

e Cut widths from 36"-50"

 Users report cutting their
mowing time in half

e Fun to run, too!

Come in for a free test drive!

Some Used
Machines
- on Hand!

SIX0ON
Z TR, Mowers

The Only True ZTRe
is a Biue ZTRe...

®Dixon and ZTR are registered trademarks of Dixon Industries, Inc.

Pape’s Appliance

Hawkeye, lowa (319) 427-3246
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Forestry ‘exp'ansion
planned at Ralph

Houg iarm

By SWCD Commissioner
Richard Jensen

Our district is excited about fol-
lowing Ralph Houg's directions in
maintaining and enhancing the
property he willed us.

We are starting a forestry ex-
pansion project and upgrading the
present forests by planting and tree
release. We will be experimenting
at five different sites which will
enable us to use various tree plant-
ing practices. On some sites we will
use tubes to protect the seedlings
while on other sites we will plant
into a naturally protected site and
also do seed planting.

In some areas the vegetation
that is growing is of very low value
and will be controlled to give seed-
lings a better opportunity to grow.
Within the present timber we will
do a tree release program which
means undesirable trees will be sac-
rificed for the benefit of others.

At other sites, seedlings will be
hand planted at selected sites within
thin stands of trees. With this ap-
proach we will learn which practice
works the best.

- We have already done some fall
seeding of native grasses and are
committed to doing some every year.
As with our tree’ planting program,
various methods and species will be
used so that knowledge can be gained
and shared with all interested resi-
dents.

. February, 2000
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‘Richard Jensen is pictured accepting a plaque given to him upon being
named Outstanding SWCD Commissioner.Also pictured, at right, is SWCD

Commissioner Bill Bennett.

A wetland restoration project will
also be undertaken this year. Nearly
five acres will be covered by shal-
low water and planted to normal
wetland vegetation. This effort will
provide a totally new environment
for flora and fauna.

We look forward to this accom-
plishment as a wetland such as this
is so beneficial to water quality and
various wildlife species.

Not only are we thankful to

Ralph for his generosity but to the
Farm Bureau, Hawkeye Conserva-
tion Club and our supporters who

- help us financially. We are commit-

ted to maintaining and preserving this
property as an example of Ralph's
affection for the natural world. Our
mission is to instill theis spirit into
all that we possibly can. j

We also fulfill our obligation by

paying property taxes.

We are proud to combine “old fashioned” personal
banking service with the latest in technology available
to provide you with full service banking you deserve.

Hometown Banking
Is Right Here in Oelwein

Open 6 Days For Your Banking Convenience
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£
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A\ A B e e 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat:. 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
DRIVE-UP

MT W... 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p:m.

Fhee o 8:00 a.m. -6:30 p.m.

Erurssece 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat:.ios 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

MAIN BANK
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I.ENDER

, ATM
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Bassetts see conservation programs as worthwhile

By Robert Bassett :

In the southeast quarter of Sec-
tion 11, Putnam Township, Fayette
County, there is a small farm belong-
ing to Robert and Bonnie Bassett
which is approximately five miles
down from the headwaters of the

north fork of the Maquoketa River,

and 10 miles from the Forestville
Lake at Backbone Park where thou-
sands of tons of sediment were re-
moved to again make the lake some-
what viable.

This is a place which Bob and
Bonnie remember fondly from their
youth. So far as the farm where they
live, they moved back there and built
a small home near a man-made lake
in 1983, but have owned the prop-
erty, where his great-grandfather
came in 1867, since 1947 when
Bonnie and Bob began farming there.

They recognized that what was
happening to their farm, especially
with stream bank erosion had con-
tributed to the Forestville Lake prob-
lem. Scientists were saying that more
than five tons per acre being flushed
down our rivers. So in 1997 after the
CRP program was extended to in-
clude buffer zones along the water-
ways, the Bassetts decided to enroll
the area which had been used for pas-
ture for more than 140 years along
with adjoining land which often
flooded.

The Bassets feel the benefits of
the CRP are worthwhile, primarily in
the reduction of soil erosion, water
quality, but also in the establishment
of wildlife habitat. The sign up in
1997 included 13 acres of pasture
land and 8 acres of crop land. At
the time of the sign up the land was

Crop Insuranee

¢ msurance pollcy

‘) Are yu markelmg your cwps 2
©  minimum revenue guarante ?

‘) Are you interested | i smmng up for your
o 2000 premium subsidy bonus?

No question about it . . .

MILLER INSURANCE
111 South Vine, West Union
319-422-5810

The Sign of an Approved Agent i

. CROP INSURANCE

Serviced By

2 RAIN AND HAIL
1-800-776-4045

“The Crop Insurance Industry Leader”

to be within a strip 150 feet each side
of a river or major waterway.

To obtain the objectives of the
program, they (a) chose to seed most
of the eight acres of cropland to
switch grass, but to leave the sod,
which consisted of blue grass, sedges
and Reeds Canary grass and to plant
the tress into them to reduce the pos-
sibility of erosion, (b) to seek assis-
tance and-do erosion control where
the river was causing the greater ero-
sion problems and (c) to develop a
planting plan for the trees and hedges
which ‘would not be overly restric-
tive of the river’s flow, but would
help filter pollutants, and perhaps
reduce the rate of run off slightly.

The Bassetts then sought assis-
tance from the following five
sources:

1. They contacted Gerald Muff
of the Fayette County NRCS office,
who not only gave them the techni-
cal help needed but also was instru-
mental in helping them file and gain
a WHIP grant which would cover
part of the stream bank erosion con-
trol cost.

2. They contacted the Trees For-
ever office for assistance, as they
were the impetus for the lowa Buffer
Initiative, and their representative for
the area, Carole Teator. As the result
of this contact, the Bassetts made

applications to be one of the Trees

Forever sites for 1998, and were se-
lected, an honor which not only gave
them technical help but some finan-
cial assistance.

3. They next contacted the DNR
and were given assistance in planning
and completing the streambank ero-
sion control work by Bill Kalishek
and Mark Wmn of the fisheries divi-
sion.

4. They contacted Sid Mumford,
the forester for Cascade Forestry Ser-
vice and developed a tree planting
program.

5. They contacted Jon Steege at
the Fayette County Conservation
Office who had the seed, the know-
how and the equipment to plant the
native grasses.

The project was completed as
follows:

a. Spring 1997 — The switch
grass was planted by Steege using a
drill which had been purchased with
aid from Pheasants Forever.

b. April 1999 — More than 400
feet of streambank was stabilized
using field stones.

c. May 1999 — Some 2,900 trees
and bushes were planted and a strip

E N B | Replenish The Earth And It’s Riches Will Be Ours H R B

PRACTICE CONSERVATION

Wapsie Valley Creamery

inc.
300 10th St. N.E.
independence, IA

334-7193

Bonnie and Robert Bassett worked on a headwaters project along the
Magquoketa River over the last three years. It was a project the couple feels

was worthwhile.

some four feet wide was sprayed with
herbicide on the new plants by Cas-
cade Forestry Service. This included
about 1,000 swamp white oak and
1,000 green ash, plus burr oak, pin
oak, river birch, white spruce, bald
cypress, cottonwood and high bush
cranberry, and service berry which
were used for hedges. While most
were machine-planted, two students,
Dustin and Jesse Bond of the
Starmont FFA, came to assist in plat-
ing the last of the trees.

Before the trees were planted, an
eight-inch rain fell on the approxi-
mately 4,000-acre watershed above
the Bassett property on May 16 when
the land was most vulnerable to ero-
sion, causing excessive flooding.
This was a real test for the work
which had been done, but both the
switch grass and stream bank work
came through it very well.

It, however, did cause some dif-
ficulty in planting the trees and be-

cause of the nitrates and phosphate,
etc., which the flood brought into
their lake, there was an algae prob-
lem all summer. The trees were
planted eight feet apart in rows 10
feet apart and then the grass in be-

- tween was mowed as needed all sum-

mer.
As Bob reflects on what hap-

~ pened in 1999, it seems apparent that
~ those who have land on the

Magquoketa, as well as other rivers,

. will be subject to severe flooding as

fields, culverts and waterways get
larger unless conservation practices
are implemented such as no-till, ter-
racing, filter strips and contouring.
We have in northeast Jowa some
of the world’s best soil and will need to
be vigilant in our efforts to keep it for
the short time we are here so that it will
be available for those who follow us.

The Bassetts appreciated those
who helped in establishing the pro-
gram which they implemented and
would encourage those who are mak-
ing decisions for their property to also
consider how it may be impacting
others. We all need to be conserva-
tionists and good neighbors.

T Y ¥ v—7T— T~
> | GRANGER CONSTRUCTION, INC. <
e EARTH MOVING - WATERWAYS o

e PONDS * ROCK HAULING °

° ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATION °

JIM & CAM GRANGER
(all 319) 422-3127 422-6141 422-3598

To Help Keep the GHILL
ﬁut of the Air This Wmter

naces

Stop in today at F & F, your
local Rheem dealer, and check
out the latest models of gas fur-
(+air
next summer) and be prepared!

Relax.
Its Rheem ™

condensers for

Hardware Stores
We're the Problem Solvers!

F & F HARDWARE

"]IIIIS ,
“ PLUMBING, HEATING, ELECTRICAL

GIVE US A CALL! FREE ESTIMATES!
Elgin, lowa (319) 426-5144
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Matt & Diana Stewart
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Karen Ott joins

NRCS to protect
Volga watershed

Tri-State Grazing
Conference is March 15

The first annual Tri-State Graz-
ing Conference is March 15 at the
Dubuque Midway Hotel from 9:45
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The program is
sponsored by graziers, NRCS and the
Extension services of lowa, Wiscon-
sin and Illinois in cooperation with
the ISU Leopold Center for Sustain-
able Ag.

The conference will focus on,
"What's New in Forages," and "My
Favorite Forages," with Larry Tranel,
ISU Extension field specialist and a
panel of producers: Al Glen, Russ
Thompson, Dave Lubben and Scott
Weinberg. Afternoon dairy breakouts
will include, "Starting from Scratch
- Making it Grazing" with Russ Th-
ompson, Wisconsin dairy producer;
"Dairy Grazing Benchmarks," with
Larry Tranel, ISU Extension; and
"Feeding Dairy Cows on High Qual-

ity Pasture," with Dr. Dave Combs,
UW-Madison dairy scientist. After-

noon livestock breakouts will in-

clude, "Tools in the Hayshed," by

Dave Lubben, Iowa beef producer;
"UW Lancaster Grazing Trials," by
Dave Wachter, Grant County Dairy/
Livestock Agent; and "What I Wish
Somebody Would Have Told Me" by
Scott Weinberg, Iowa beef, sheep and
dairy heifer producer. The program
will adjourn at 3:30 p.m. -

The Midway Hotel is located on
U.S. Hwy. 20 (3100 Dodge Street)
in Dubuque. Please pre-register by
March 13 with Dubuque County
Extension at 14742 Hwy. 20 West,
Dubuque, Ia. 52003 or call 319-583-
6496 for a registration form. Cost is
$8 in advance or $10 at the door,
which includes lunch and materials.

The Fayette Soil and Water -

Conservation District and part-
ners have a new project going on,
The Volga River Watershed Pro-
tection Development Grant.

I’ve been hired as the coordi-
nator of this project and my name
is Karen Ott. I’m a recent gradu-
ate of Upper Iowa Univ. and have

been living in Fayette County for
four years. I had been working
with-the DNR as a seasonal em-
ployee for three years at the
Volga River State Recreation
Area. One of the main things I
am going to try to do is to initi-
ate action to protect and improve
the Volga River and its water-
shed. Stop up and see me at the
NRCS office any time if you
have any ideas or questions.
Submitted by Karen Ott

e
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Randy & Deb

Rovang

receive Iowa Award

Matt and Diana Stewart, rural
Oelwein, have received the 1999
Iowa Forage and Grassland Council
Livestock/Forage Producer award.
They were presented the honor Nov.
22 at the council's annual meeting at
Pella.

The Stewarts have been involved
in the dairy and forage/livestock pro-
duction business for 20 years. They
currently milk 80 head of Holsteins
with 200 replacement heifers.

Matt and Diana have 280 acres
in forage production. They utilize a
wide variety of grasses and legumes
- from alfalfa to native grasses in their
intensive grazing system. Each year

1/20f the acres are interseeded to en-
sure a healthy and vigorous crop.
The Stewarts are working to im-
prove the genetics of the herd by us-
ing Normandy breeding. They own
the flushing rights to one of the top
Normandy cows in France and will
be introducing this line into their
herd. They also have one of the top
bulls from Skagville Farms to im-
prove the grazing traits of their Hol-
steins. ,
In an effort to help educate oth-
ers about the benefits of rotational
grazing, the Stewarts have hosted a
grazing seminar and five field days.

Raise corn without erosion

By Jim Ranum, Grassland
Conservationist

Researchers have been looking
for a living ground cover for erosion
control on erosive land used for row
crops. Plants such as crown vetch,
rye or annual grasses have been tried
with limited success. The problem
has been getting a consistent stand
that could be compressed enough to
produce a corn crop and still recover
enough to provide adequate ground
cover for erosion control. There is a
new plant now available which meets
the requirements. The plant is known
as kura clover.

Kura clover is a strong peren-
nial clover introduced from Cauca-
sian Russia and Asia Minor. Once
established this winter hardy plant
has been successfully used as a liv-
ing cover at the University of Wis-
consin Agricultural Research Center.
Dr. Ken Albrecht, Professor Depart-
ment of Agronomy with the UW-
Madison has three years of plot work
where competitive corn yield have
been obtained.

In 1999, 1000 pounds of forage
was harvested in late April prior to
the burn down for corn production.

The plots are broadcast sprayed with
Round-up and then band sprayed in
12-14 inch strips over the row. By
late summer the kura clover has
spread across the band strip provid-
ing complete ground cover. With this
system corn can be produced every
three years (possibly every other
year) and the kura clover will not
need to be reseeded. When not in
corn the kura can be hayed or grazed.
An added bonus to this sytem is the
clover provides nitrogen and only 40-

60 additional nitrogen needs to be

applied for a full yield.

A demonstration project is
planned for next year on the Dan
Byrnes farm east of Waukon, spon-
sored by the Allamakee County
SWCD and the Sustainable Ag
REsearch and Education (SARE)
program. The kura clover stand has
been established and corn will be
planted next spring. Field days will
be held after corn emergence and
again in late summer. If you have
marginal ground being used for row
crop production and would like a
sustainable system that will greatly
reduce soil erosion plan on attend-
ing. Watch the paper and newsletters
for field day notification.

Let us help with your

| TILING, BACKHOE WORK & BULLDOZING

ORRS DRILLIN

WAUCOMA, IA
PHONE 319-776-4693
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Watershed Program.
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rous is pictured at a point which overlooks his farmland in the Volga River valley. The rural Wadena
Jarmer suffered considerable damage from the May 1999 flood, and the land is now part of the Emergency

Local landowner
utilizes EWP program

By Alan Crowe
State Technician

Stan Yearous has lived his entire
life on land adjacent to the Volga
River east of Wadena. He’s seen
many amazing and beautiful sights
living along the river, but he had
never seen anything like the flood-
ing that ravaged his land last may.
What was once very productive crop-
land is now an unfarmable wasteland.

Yearous applied for financial as-
sistance to try and reclaim his crop-
land, but because the damage was so
severe, it wasn’t economically fea-
sible to do so. In fact, Stan said the
county removed about 6,000 dump
trucks full of sand, gravel and rock,
but you wouldn’t know it by look-
ing.
As it turned out, the EWP (Emer-
gency Watershed Protection) pro-
gram was the best alternative avail-
able to him. Through this program,
Stan entered his land into a lifetime
floodplain easement. This land was

appraised at the pre-flood value and

he will receive a lump-sum payment
based on the appraisal.

Yearous maintains ownership of
the land but he can’t receive eco-
nomic gains from the approximately
150 acres of cropland and approxi-
mately 40 acres of timberland cov-

ered by his easement.

I asked Stan if this area was
prone to frequent flooding. He said
the floods of 1991 and 1993 caused
some damage, but he felt that over
the past 40 years, flood conditions
worsened.

“Back in the ’50s when we got
heavy rains, it would take five or six
days before the river reached its
crest,” he said. “Nowadays, it’s just
a matter of hours.”

Stan attributes this to a combi-
nation of factors. One being the tre-
mendous amount of tiling that has
been done in the past four decades.
Another being the trend toward in-
creased row crop production and de-
creased forage production. And
thirdly, the destruction of natural
wetlands.

Nowadays, he said, the water
flows across the watershed much
faster than it used to, which often
times disastrous results. Stan can cer-
tainly verify that.

Although Yearous was deeply
saddened by the loss of his cropland,
he feels fortunate the EWP program
exists.

“It should be great for wildlife,”
he said. “I look forward to seeing the
ecological succession that will take
place.”

Wh&éna-area farmer Stan Yearous shows an example of the damage caused by the flooding of the‘VoIga Rf'ver in
May 1999. Although much of the damage is covered by the snow now, the flood water washed a wide hole in that
area and uprooted several trees.

 East of Wadena, County Extension Director Dan Burkhart shows the depth. of a newly formed gully.



District Activities
July 1998- June 1999

July 1998

- Fayette

SWCD received $37,842.00 (98-99)
for the 3M Fund.

IM Budget & Spending Plan was approved

August 1998

Fayette SWCD received $7,026.00 for 1999
REAP Practices Program.

Fayette SWCD received $1,811.00 for 1999
REAP Forestry Program.

$3,000.00 was approved for the 1999 IM Budget Fund.

September 1998

7the Annual Conservation Education Field Day was held for
535 Fayette County Third Grade students at the Dick Jensen
farm.

October 1998

Fayette SWCD received $800.00 in
supplemental IM Funds.
There was a discussion on the land from the Ralph Houg

property that was willed to SWCD (the costs of surveys, deed,

title, etc.).

November 1998

Fayette SWCD received $1,506.00 in
supplemental funds.

Approved signing the Pheasants Forever/SWCD
Habitat Agreement to receive a grant of $1,250.00.
Fayette County was chosen as a testing site for the Jowa
Carbon Storage Project.

December 1998

Lori Kohlmeyer, State Secretary, received the
December Employee of the Month Award.
Fall Regional meeting was held in Postville in
November. -

- New commissioner training;will be held at the Spring

Regional.
Scholarship Award information was sent to schools.
Poster Contest information was sent to schools.

January 1999

Organizational commissioner meeting and the

appointment of Assistant Commissioners was held.

The Fayette County Board of Supervisors approved

Funds for “leverage” of the WAE program $2,000 of
$2,000.00.

A questionnaire will be published in the 1998 SWCD
Annual Report to receive the public’s input to determine the
Annual Plan of Work.

Fayette County held their Annual Tree/Wildflower Sales
Program.

February 1999

The Ensign Hollow Watershed Project agreement

with IDALS and Clayton and Fayette counties.

Nomination of S. Jon Grimes as the owner/operator and
Richard Jensen as the outstanding soil and water conservation
district commissioner was approved.

1999 NACD Annual Meeting was held January 31- -
February 4 in San Diego, CA.

The SWCD Annual Report was published.

March 1999

- Reviewed an update on income for trees, wildflowers and
supporter club.

- The SWCD scholarship award will be raised from $100.00 to
$500.00 beginning in 1999.

- Soil Stewardship materials have arrived and will be distributed
to area churches in mid-April.

- The SWCD Awards Banquet was held on
March 16, 1999.

April 1999

- Jeffrey Moellers, Arlington was chosen as the SWCD first
place winner in the Auxiliary Scholarship program. His
application will be sent to the Regional Director for State
competition.

- Signs will be purchased to show various conservation practices
in Fayette Countv

May 1999 :
Received $200.00 supplemental IM Funding.

Jeffrey Moellers (Fayette County SWCD winner)

was selected as the state scholarship winner

through the CDI Auxiliary Scholarship Program.

He will receive an $800.00 scholarship.

A $300.00 donation will be given to the Fayette County Pork

Producers for 1998 & 1999.

CRP continuous sign up enrollment showed Fayette

County ranking 8" in the state.

ISU has started a local community water qualit.y group
to ensure that we are together on the approach in the

watershed.

Fayette County was declared a flood disaster area due to 80%
of the county receiving flood damage from the 5-10 inches

of rain received.

June 1999

- Fayette (SWCD received an additional $380.00 IM

- Matt Stewart’s resignation as commissioner was . ‘
approved by Jim Gulliford, and Joe Wingert was appointed to

- Commissioner Jensen and his wife, Dorothy are
entering a float in the Elgin and West Union parades.

Funds for 1999.

fill the term.
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- Bennett and Wingert reported on the NACD conference

(R
What is NACD?
By William E. Bennett

It came to me that many of
you reading this report of the ac-
tivities of the Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District may
not know what the NACD is, be-
cause even many commissioners
do not know.

NACD is the national organi-
zation of the local conservation
districts. NACD was formed by
the state conservation associations
to do things that they could not
do by themselves. The local con-
servation districts had found that
they were able to accomplish
more by working together with
other districts by forming state
associations. NACD is a bottom
up organization that works on the
principal that local people best
know how to solve local prob-
lems.

NACD policy starts as a
resolution from a local district,
such as the Fayette SWCD, it is
then advanced to the state level,
where, if there is enough support
it goes on to the national level.
Resolutions that have a national
impact, that are supported by a
majority vote in committee and
then again by the board of direc-
tors become policy of NACD.

This is the process in which
both state and district policy is
developed. The Fayette SWCD,
CD1I and NACD all are driven by
the needs of local people and re-
sources. All services of SWCD’s,
CDI and NACD are given with-
out discrimination on any basis.

#*Homes**Homes®*Homes**

Northeast lowa Realty
proudly presents:

Fayette
104 Washington: Lovely, 2 car garage
408 King: story & a half; new windows & siding
403 Franklin: 1200 sgft, 3 bedroom ranch
507 S main: 1222 sqft, 2 story, detached garage
103 King: 3 bedroom, newer mechanicals
703 S Main: 2 BR home, new 2 car detached garage

. Elgin
603 Mill: New Listing - nice 2 bedrogm ranch
308 Franklin: cute 2 bedroom, immediate possession
404 Franklin: 1184 sqft, 3 bedroom 2 story

Clermont
410 Union: 1299 sqft 2 story, det. garage

Wadena
112 E2nd: 1 1/2 story 3 BR, large living/dining

West Union

211 W Elm: one story, bungalow
210 S Pine: 3 bedroom ranch, basement garage
330 E Main: 2 bedroom starter or investment property
406 W Plum: 1176 sqft, 3 bedroom, attached garage
108 Franklin: small 2 -story, attached garage

209 Guyer: 2 bedroom ranch, attached 2 car garage

109 E Rural: 3 bedroom story and a half

ACREAGESeACREAGESe ACREAGES

West Union, 2 1084 Neon Rd: 4.73 acres, nice 2 story, 24x62 garage
Elgin, 102 8 Filmore Rd: 3.42 acres, remodeled 2 story

Flgin, 1767 245th St: 4.42 acres, newer ranch, spectacular view

Call us today for details and a showing!

Northeast lowa Realty

Steve Heyer & Jay Jensen, Brokers,
- Leanne Cline, Broker Associate
Jerry Kelly Bill Bouska & Roberta Jones, Sales Associates

117 South Vune, W.Union (319) 422-3285
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Four counties
share in $98,000
EQIP funds

In pasturing with the three
neighboring counties, Fayette was
approved for two special projects
involving forestry and grazing.

In 1997, conservation groups
from Fayette, Clayton, Allamakee
and Winneshiek worked together
to obtain cost share incentive
funds through the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
for the two programs. The for-
estry program provides up to
75% cost share for practices such
as timber stand improvement, tree
planting, and fencing for live-
stock exclusion. In recent years,
funding levels have been substan-
tially less than the demand. This
year $98,000 are available for the
four county area.

Management intensive graz-
ing is another cost share incen-
tive program.  This program
encourages intensive rotational
grazing where pastures are divided
into small units or paddocks.
Livestock are then loved or ro-
tated often to increase efficiency
of the forage.

Up to 75% cost share is
available for fencing, watering
systems, seeding and fertilizer,
and pasture management.

Funding level for 2000 is
$16,000 for the four county area.
Contact the NRCS or FSA office
for more information. Sign-up is
Mar. 13 - Mar. 31.

Soil Conservation. . . February, 2000
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To the Grimms on Receiving

the Windb

Gary & Elaine Grimm of rural Westgate,

this years winner
League Windbreak

are standing in front of their wildlife
windbreak that was started in 1988.

eak Award!

of the Izaak Walton '
award. The Grimms

MAYNARD CO-OP

Qs BE

Maynard (319) 637-2285
Sumner (319) 578-3214
Randalia (319) 428-4411

$3.3 million approved for EQIP

By Leroy Brown
State conservationist

Beginning Jan. 18, $3.3 million
in conservation cost-share funds will
be available through USDA's Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) to Iowa landowners
interested in improving land, water
and other natural resources.

$1 million in EQIP funds are
designated for statewide priority re-
source concerns, including soil ero-
sion, water quality, manure manage-
ment and grasslands, and will be
available in the statewide signup
through March 3.

Applications will be taken at
USDA Service Centers. Applications
will be ranked and selected for fund-
ing based on how well planned con-
servation work will address statewide
resource concerns at the most reason-
able cost to USDA.

The remaining $2.3 million of
Iowa's EQIP funds are designated for
46 geographical priority areasacross
the state. Local work groups, which
consist of conservation agencies and
organizations, will hold signups for
producers that live within the respec-
tive areas.

Applications will be ranked lo-
cally and selected for funding based
on how conservation work will ad-
dress locally-identified priorities.
Most local signups will be held in the
spring. Contact your local USDA
Service Center for specific dates.

Leroy Brown, state conserva-
tionist for the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, a USDA

~ agency with leadership for EQIP,

‘@
Proud of
the efforts
of area
farmers
for soil
conservation

TS

e LB

Pharmacy

119 N. Vine
West Union

(319) 422-3151

Leroy Brown

encourages landowners to apply at
their local USDA Service Center
soon.

"Landowner participation in
EQIP has been high in Iowa since the
program began in 1997," Brown said.
"We anticipate high interest again this
year, and EQIP funds for statewide
resource concerns will go quickly."

Producers who are not accepted
in the 2000 EQIP signup are encour-
aged to inquire about other cost-share
options.

"EQIP is just one of the many
tools available to help landowners
protect and improve natural re-
sources," Brown said. "The staff at
local USDA Service Centers can dis-
cuss other local, state and federal
conservation programs."

Under EQIP, USDA . provides
technical assistance, up to 75 percent
cost-share on certain structural prac-

tices, and incentive payments to pro-
ducers who enter 5-10 year contracts
based on conservation plans. There
is a $10,000 per year limit, with a
total limit of $50,000.

EQIP practices include but are
not limited to: grassed waterways,
manure management facilities, ter-
racing, pest management, ag drain-
age wellhead protection and pasture
management. Other practices include
tree  planting, windbreaks,
stripcropping, conservation tillage,
wildlife habitat management and
wetlands restoration, enhancement or
creation. :

For more information or to ap-
ply for EQIP, contact your local
USDA Service Center.

Your land -
your options.

Explore 18 ways to perma-
nently protect your land’s
natural features with a

free copy of The
Landowner's

Options, or

find it on our

website. foTA

NATURAL HERITAGE
FOUNDATION

505-5th Ave., Ste. 444

Des Moines, 1A 50309

1-800-475-1846-« www.inhf.org

Qo CoNSERVATION
Saves lowa FARMS

: &y
o IMPROVING WATER QUANTITY & QUALITY
o PRESERVING & PROTECTING TOPSOIL
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o KEEPING COST & WASTE DOWN

Soil Conservation. It makes sense.
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N.E. Iowa Dairy Foundation to be

Iowa's first Center of Excellence

by Dan Burkhart,
Fayette County Extension
Governor Tom Vilsack has
bestowed the title of lowa’s First
Center of Excellence for Value-
Added Agriculture on the North-
east Jowa Community-Based
Dairy Foundation. The Northeast
lowa Community-Based Dairy
Foundation is made up of citizens
who care about northeast lowa
and the dairy industry. This
grassroots foundation is collabo-
rating with Jowa State University
(ISU) --colleges of agriculture and
veterinary medicine, experiment
station, and extension -- and North-
east lowa Community College
(NICC) to develop a strategic

- plan for the region’s long-term

success. The partnership is work-
ing on a community-based dairy
initiative to create a dairy educa-
tion and applied research labora-
tory that will benefit the entire
northeast region.

The dairy industry represents
a significant component of lowa

_ agriculture, with the sale of milk,

cull cows, and calves contribut-
ing more than $561 million to
the state’s economy. Raw milk
sales alone account for a dairy
cash flow of $1.4° million for
Iowa. Dairy is more labor inten-
sive than other agricultural enter-

~ prises, providing productive work

for 10,000 lowans on farms and
3,600 in hauling and processing
plants. The total annual eco-
nomic contribution of dairy to
the lowa economy, including the
value of labor, support services,
and materials, is in excess of
$1.5 billion.

Dairy serves as the primary
economic force in the northeast
‘portion of the state. Seventy-two
percent of lowa’s dairy cattle are

owned by nearly 3,000 family
farm businesses in the 15 coun-
ties of the northeast Iowa exten-
sion area. The dairy industry and
the supporting infrastructure have
had a significant positive eco-
nomic impact on the people, ag-
riculture, and communities of the
region.

The dairy industry, like most
other agricultural - industries, is
undergoing a major transition.
Farm operator retirements, a free
marketing pricing system, re-
gional competition,new technolo-
gies, and increased family living
demands are challenging the -way
producers operate. Needs assess-
ments conducted by ISU Exten-
sion confirm a growing concern
over the industry’s future direc-
tion.  Dairy families want to
know how to make profitable and
competitive changes in the farm
business for long-term success
and maintain an acceptable qual-
ity of life.

The dairy enterprise is highly
technical and management inten-
sive, but applied research and
demonstrations of new technolo-
gies in the dairy industry do not
exist in northeast Iowa. . Both
new and veteran producers need
results from such activities to
evaluate and implement modern
production and marketing sys-
tems In addition, the service sec-
tor of the industry has a sig-
nificant need for hands-on techni-
cal training to meet current de-
mands and remain competitive in
the market place.

The community-based dairy
initiative will focus on issues af-
fecting family dairy farms, dairy
processing, community develop-
ment, and the environment. The
dairy education and applied re-

search laboratory will enable the
ISU partners to expand education
programs, strengthen extension
programs and enhance student re-
cruitment. The laboratory will
help ISU and NICC develop
training programs for the next
generation of dairy industry en-

‘trepreneurs.

Governor Vilsack, ISU, and
NICC have committed over a

million dollars toward this proj--

ect. The Dairy Foundation goal
is to raise $500,000 from 17
northeast Jowa counties to sup-
port the effort. Dairy producers
and businesses can support the
project at several different levels.
Annual membership is $25 and
lifetime membership is $250.
Other donation levels are: buy a
calf - $150; buy a heifer - $500;
buy a cow - $1400; buy an acre -
$2500. Checks can be sent to

. the Dairy Foundation, P.O. Box

400, Calmar, IA 52132. Persons
wanting more information can
call Dan Burkhart, Fayette
County Extension Education Di-
rector, at 425-3331.
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T hifi area north of Maynard, along the Volga River, was severely dam-
aged.

NEAR ELGIN - this field lies along Otter Creek. Most of the topsoil now
gone, shows markings of the chisel plow.
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S. Jon Grimes stands near the pond in one of his fields off Iowa Highway
56 near West Union. In the background are some of the trees he planted
near the pond and in the distance are terraces to help control erosion.
Grimes' conservation efforts earned him the Owner-Operator Award for
1999.

Grimes gets owner-
operator of year nod

erable amount of siltation damage to - (==

Rural West Union farmer S. Jon
Grimes’ conservation efforts earned
him the SWCD Owner-Operator of
the Year award.

Grimes owns and operates 335
acres and rents another 75 acres from
a neighbor near lowa Highway 56.
He bought the farm in 1980 as a Cen-
tury Farm from his father. The farm
has been in the family for 130 years.
Grimes’ great-grandfather farmed the
area before Grimes’ father bought it.

“Dad established contour strips
in the 1950s, alternating between hay,
oats and corn,” Grimes said. “In the

‘late 1960s, he had the first terraces

built in a couple of unprotected
fields.”

Grimes said the program served
the farm well until his family’s dairy-
ing efforts discontinued in the 1980s.
The rotation was changed to a more
intensive corn-on-corn rotation. Con-
tour buffer strips and field borders
were added in the 1990s to comply

with the conservation plans estab-

lished for the farm.

When another farm came out of
the conservation reserve program,
Grimes established a conservation
plan for the area. He set up grass con-
tour buffer strips, field borders and
grass waterways throughout the
farm. He also tied in three existing
terraces to the plan.

After completing the farm pond
in 1996, Grimes decided to change
the contour buffers into terraces to
better protect the pond from siltation
while maintaining the grass strips
around the pond itself. The top two
terraces were built in fall 1997 and
the lower terrace was built in fall
1998.

“(The terraces) saved a consid-

the pond during the heavy spring

rains of 1999,” Grimes said. “The .

rains were too heavy for the holding
capacity of the terraces and some
damage was done by water going
over the top of the terraces.”

He said the pond did take in mud
from the terrace intake lines and rose
2 1/2 feet. However, the pond did not
rise high enough to go over the emer-
gency spillway. No damage was done
to the area.

“I guess it was a good test, but

we don’t need heavy rains like that,”

he said. “Overall damage wasn’t se-
vere but there was' some erosion
spread out over all the farms.”

Grimes takes pride in his farm
and conservation work. Lately, he has
been shifting to a corn-bean rotation
and has practiced no-till. He noticed
the no-till created little or no extra
erosion on his land.

“I had trouble with no-tilling
corn into corn, but no-tilling into a
corn-bean rotation is very easy and
gives good results while reducing
costs and keeping yields up,” he said.

The biggest drawback Grimes
sees in field borders and contour
buffer strips is the non-income pro-
ducing land if hay is not an option
on those areas and they can’t be in-
cluded in the CRP. He has entered
the strips into the CRP to get the ben-
efits of controlling soil erosion and
for wildlife habitat.

“Farming margins are too tight
for the farmer to stand these costs,”
he said. “On the other side of the coin,
these practices and structures over the
years should make up for their costs
by saving the ‘soil, thus, hopefully,
making for higher production.”

Dan Burkhart showing a newly formed wetland left
by the scouring action of the Volga River just east of
Wadena.
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The pond onthe S. Jon Grimes farm, with ﬁltersmp next to the pond and
contour buffer strips above.

The May 16 storm took its toll on Fayette County soil.
Unprotected field recently made ready to plant, were

most vulnerable.

A vegetative filter strip, recently enrolled in the CRP
was effective in protecting the soil. However, the
water’s force was still too much for the adjacent

cropland. This szte is on the Otter Creek near

Elgin.

Financial assistance
sought for ECP waterways

By Alan Crowe
State Technician

Due to last May’s heavy rains, a.

great number of producers in Fayette
County applied for financial assis-
tance through the Emergency Con-
servation Program.

Of the hundreds of requests
made, many were for repairing wa-
terways. Almost every waterway in
the southern part of the county suf-
fered some sort of damage, typically
cutting along the edges in the upper
reaches and heavy silt and sand de-
posits in the lower reaches.

Although the rains were abnor-
mally heavy, it did make one thing very
obvious — heavy amounts of soil and
erosion can occur on NHEL land. It was
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a real eye opener for many producers
who thought waterways, or any other
type of conservation practice, were not
needed in the “flat” country.

The NRCS field office provided
waterway design information based
upon the size of the drainage area of
the waterway. A drainage area of 10
acres or less called for a parabolic
shape of 20 feet wide by one foot
deep. A 10- to 30-acre drainage area
has a 35-by-1.3-foot design and a 30-
to 50-acre design is 50 by 1.3 feet.

Normally NRCS would NOT
encourage any waterway construc-
tion be done after September because
of the slim chance of getting any
seeding established to protect the
bare ground. However, because of

Enamel.
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the tremendous number of water-
ways needing shaping and the mild
fall weather, we informed producers
that if they chose to shape their wa-
terways late last fall, they would need
to mulch the areas as best they could
and seed down this spring.

Those who did not get their shap-
ing done need to request a time ex-
tension from the FSA office. This will
give the producer until June 15 to
complete the project.

Remember, don’t plant crops in
or around your waterways so that
construction can be accomplished
without damaging your crops.

One last note—all ECP waterways
must be maintain for at least 10 years
after the calendar year of installation.

Garvm True Value Hardware & LP Gas

109 N. Vine » West Union Ph. (319) 422-3671 (800) 632-2324
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What is a commissioner?

By Richard Jensen
SWCD Commissioner

A commissioner is an elected
person who has a desire to encour-
age, promote, assist, support and en-
able land users to protect and im-
prove the environment.

We are a five-member commit-
tee that provides cost share and tech-
nical assistance to achieve these
worthwhile efforts. This might sound
simple, but it is not all that trivial.
Each request for assistance is varied
and requires specific measures for a
remedy.

Some practices such as contour-
ing, strip cropping, waterways, buffer
strips and no-till will be ample ap-
plication to solve erosion losses. At
other times terracing, CRP and rota-
tion will be required. We have access

~ to NRCS technicians, soil scientists

and engineers to design and evaluate
more complex situations.
Regardless of the nature of the
problem we have a wide range of
practices that will be beneficial in
reducing erosion and run off water.

Occasionally federal and state bud-
get restraints and counterproductive
regulations hamper our success, but
generally we can benefit your land

with long-term conservation plans.

Bring in your soil loss concerns and
find out how willing we are to be of
service.

You commissioner receives no
financial compensation for his ef-
forts, but the reward is great. We
know that man’s very existence still
depends on the productivities and
quality of our soil and water. With-
out stewardship of SWAT (soil, wa-
ter, air, trees) our future is SWAT
(short, woeful, afflicted, tragic).

The outcome is in our own will-
ingness to accept the responsibility
of stewardship. Our committee is also
influential in guiding legislation that
applies to agriculture policies. We
encourage those bills that are favor-

able for improving the environment. -

I invite you to come into our of-
fice and learn more about what a
commissioner is and how we may
serve you.

What is a conservationist?

By William E. Bennett

A conservationist is one who
uses resources in a manner ‘in
which it will benefit present and
future generations. One who re-
alizes that all* things are interde-
pendent, that what ever you do to
one thing will affect other things.
A conservationist is a person
who is always trying to achieve
balance; he/she invests in and
uses resources today so that fu-
ture generations will have a fu-
ture. A conservationist is a per-
son who truly cares about all re-
sources.

The Fayette Soil and Water
Conservation District Commis-
sioners and assistant Commis-

sioners are conservationists. They
work with all our resources, soil,
water, air, human, animal, men-
tal, financial, mechanical, elec-
tronic, vegetative, and any other
resources you can think of, to
provide a better life for all who
reside on this earth. They do not
believe in stealing from the fu-
ture to provide for today nor to
steal from today to provide for
the needs of tomorrow.

The district commissioners be-
lieve that local needs are best met
if local people decide on those
needs and work to achieve these
needs. They ask for your help in
deciding what the needs are and
how to best meet these needs.

This grassed waterway providing protection, but not rge
enough to carry all the runoff from the storm.

Happy trails
to you - free!

Iowa ranks #5 in the
nation for its miles of
hiking and biking trails.
Download a list of Iowa’s
trails from our website—
or ask us to send you one
by mail . . . free!

IOWA
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Dennis Schaefer
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Curtis Mack
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Phosphorus a detriment

to water

By John Rodecap
* Phosphorus (P) is an essential
nutrient for the growth of plants, in-
cluding algae in water. As the
amount of P increases, the produc-
tion of algae increases, affecting the
aesthetics, fish populations, recreations
and drinking water of lakes and
streams.

Algae, which eventually dies
and consumes oxygen (O2) during
decomposition, decreases the dissolved
02 in water. ‘Fish and aquatic life are
displaced from some water when the
dissolved oxygen gets too low.

The concentration of P associated
with algae growth is very low, 0.01
to 0.03 parts per million (ppm). The
exact number for regulatory pur-
poses is currently being debated by
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.

Algae problems develop in
standing water at P concentrations
lower than those in flowing water.
The current goal is 0.05 ppm for
flowing water at the point where it
enters a lake and 0.025 for standing
water in a lake. ;

State legislature-funded and
Towa State University-led monitor-

quality
ing of the Maquoketa River Head-
waters before it enters Backbone
Lake has the following average P
concentrations: 1999 spring snow-
melt, 0.154 ppm; base flow (April-
June, significant field tile drainage),
0.09 ppm. Peak flow (April-June),
0.156 ppm.

In recent years there has been a
change to ore intensive agricultural
production, especially animal pro-
duction. This change has resulted in
a buildup of soil P levels rarely en-
countered in the past. As a result
there is increased potential for P
losses and risk to surface water.

When absorption sites. for P in
the soil become saturated, P is po-
tentially more available for runoff
and leaching losses. Surface waters
receive P dissolved in runoff water,
attached to eroded soil particles and
contained in tile drainage.

Rainfall affects the soil surface
mixing zone (the top two-inch layer).
There is a positive relationship be-
tween soil test P levels and concen-
trations of dissolved P in runoff wa-
ter. Eroded sediment tends to have

USA — The Outline of History

a higher P concentration than the soil
from which it eroded. Potential
losses into surface waters can be re-
duced with appropriate tillage and
soil conservation practices.

The relationship between soil P
and loss of P in runoff and erosion is
an environmental concern when very
high P soil test levels are maintained.
Data from lowa State University ob-
tained from a corn-soybean rotation
show that it may take a decade or
more to reduce a very high soil test
P to an optimum soil test range. The
economic returns are negative for
maintaining very high soil test val-

‘ues.

Much of the P in corn grain is in
the form of phytic acid, which is not
available to swine and chickens.
Most grain P is excreted in manure.
Phytase enzymes, added to swine ra-
tions, increase the availability of P
in corn grain and reduce the amount,
of P excreted.

Practices that affect P concentra-
tions include the rate, method and
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By “Ding” Darling
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timing of fertilizer P and/or manure
applications. If the fertilizer or ma-
nure is incorporated to place it be-
low the soil surface/rainfall mixing
zone, the soluble P concentrations
were lower than one-fourth those for
plots receiving surface P application
in ISU studies.

Crop producers can minimize P
loss by recognizing that manure is a
valuable source of P and that P rates
that optimize crop yields and profits
are unlikely to cause environmental
problems.
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Some Things Stand
The Test Of Time...

Like FarMutual Insurance.
FarMutual Insurance has been
protecting Midwestem farms and
families since 1909.

We pride ourselves on our strong
history of working together to
provide.our customers with
quality insurance coverage.
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Soil conservation
improves the land for
future generations

By Bill Bennett, SWCD director

1999 Northeast Iowa sets record for exports

These headlines sound like 1999
was.a year we should all be proud
of, doesn't it? Northeast Iowa did
set a record for exporting more of its
most valuable resources than ever
before. The problem was it was our
soil and water. It was a joint effort
of all the urban and rural residents
of northeast Iowa. Oh, as usual some
of us did more than others in this ef-
fort and you very easily see it.

It really showed who was trying
to maintain our resources and those
that did not seem to care if they
robbed all the future generations of
an opportunity to live in a produc-
tive area. When visiting with a man
who was trying to keep this a place
for future generations to live, he said
he thanked God for his neighbor that
had done more soil and water con-
servation practices. In the areas that
were below that neighbor, the ditches
were only half as deep as another
who had done less.

1999 showed that soil and wa-
ter conservation practices did not
stop all erosion and flooding, but it
did make a significant difference.
Most farmers that farmed land that
is considered highly erodible used
practices that lower the erosion.
Unfortunately, many who were
farming land considered to be non-
highly erodible did not use these

practices and you could certainly see
the difference. The good thing about
all of this is that many who saw the
difference in the damage to the land
they operate are now asking for help
from the conservation district to make
use of effective conservation practices.

We need to get our urban neigh-
bors, especially those that plan
streets, highways, parking lots, and
roofed areas, to understand that the
rain that falls on those areas needs
to be dispersed into the soil or at least
slowed down in a holding area. The
rain cannot be allowed to run as fast
as possible to the nearest stream or
river. If this is done, it will help pre-
vent some of the damage that hap-
pened to property along streams and
rivers this year. It seems that many
people do not understand that when
these surfaces are covered, so that
the rain cannot soak into the soil, it
compounds the run off problems.

The cost to repair damages was
in the millions of dollars and that
does not include the billions of dol-
lars lost when our best soil became
a problem for those that live down
stream from us. We must all con-
sider the tremendous cost of not us-
ing conservation practices and pro-
tect our natural resources. Our natu-
ral resources need to be respected
and used wisely.

From the DNR Fisheries Biologist -

Good soil conservation
positively impacts jishing

By Bill Kalishek

Successful soil conservation

measures have a profound impact on
the water quality of lakes and
streams. Any long time angler
knows that the cleaner. the water in
their favorite fishing hole, the higher
number of fish that can live in that
section of water. What is the current
quality of Fayette County "fishing
holes"? Well, let's take a look at each
one of them and find out.
Volga Lake will be 20 years old in
2000. Originally constructed in
1980, the bottom of the lake was
lined with clay in order to prevent
leakage through the fractured lime-
stone originally very slow. As the
lake began to age, the fish growth
increased and now appears to be at
normal levels.

Bluegill and crappie are the two
main panfish that can be found in
Volga lake. Bluegill in the 7-8 inch
size are commonly caught by an-
glers, and fish up to 9 inches are
present. The crappie have grown in

the last seven years, and now 8-10°

inch fish are the common size
caught. Both of these species can
be caught during their spawning
period. In May fish the rock rip-rap
along the dam for crappies, and in
June drift over 4-8 ft deep flats for
spawning bluegills. Throughout the
rest of the year.try fishing on some
of,' thc new habltat that was placed in
the lake in 1999. Both mature cedar
trees and wooden stake beds were
sunk in the lake for fish habitat. Most

of these were placed near shore for
access from bank anglers. Two large
piles of trees were sunk in 16 to 20
feet of water and hold fish through-
out the year. Largemouth bass and
channel catfish can also be caught
in these areas. "New lake maps are
available that have these habitat lo-
cations marked.

Volga Lake's water is generally
very clear. It is not unusual to be
able to see the lake bottom even in
as much as 18ft of water. Some silt-
ation is occurring in the upper ends
of each of the three arms of the lake,
but the main lake has not been im-
paired. Increased cost shares may
be available in the future to imple-
ment soil conservation practices in
the watershed of Volga Lake.
Grannis Creek is probably the high-
est quality coldwater stream in
Fayette County. In 1998 we docu-
mented for the first time the natural
spawning of brown trout in this
steam. Glovers Creek and Otter
Creek are two streams that have very
good fish habitat but have not re-
cently had successful spawning of
trout. Over the past 30 years the
quality of each of these streams has
undoubtedly improved. The use of
soil conservation measures in the wa-
tershed of these streams has ‘in-
creased the water quality and physi-
cal habitat in which the trout live.
The stocking of catchable size trout
continues in these three streams as
well as in Mink Creek and Bear

Creek in Fayette County.

The last two prime fishing holes
in Fayette County are the two larg-
est rivers: the Turkey River and the
Volga River. The most sought after
fish in these two rivers has to be the
smallmouth bass. This fish popu-
lates these rivers completely through
natural spawning. Smallmouth bass
eggs are usually deposited in May
over gravel bottom sections of the
stream. By July the bass eggs have
hatched and the young fish are about
one inch in length.

In 1999 the month of May and
July were not very kind to the small-
mouth bass. Major flooding on the
Volga River occurred in May, and the
Turkey River had high water floods
in both May and July. Floods that
occur in May have the potential to
destroy smallmouth bass eggs that
are still in the nests. Usually even
more destructive are the midsummer
floods that occur in July or August.
At this time the young smallmouth
bass are only about one inch long.
They are basically defenseless and
cannot survive in major floods of this
type. It appears that this late July
flood on the Turkey River destroyed

‘most of this. year's hatch of small

mouth bass. All of the larger small-
mouth bass are able to survive a
flood of this type. Fishing for small-
mouth bass will still be good, as fu-
ture years of spawning replace what
has been lost in this single flood.
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& More!!

2= *large inventory of trailer parts in stock

Avalon Tlre a gemae Center Ine.

10-20th St. SE » Oelwein, |A 283-4040

L

..;UNION
PLANTERS

It Preserves Top Soil.
e Iljlelns Make Ilealtlw Farms
ItKeeps Iowa Agrlculturq smmg

Aurora  319-634-3313

Oelwein  319-283-3361
Arlington 319-633-3855

.......

J




An”“al emrt i I I Soil Conservation. . . February, 2000

Conservation Districts of lowa

Early in January, resolutions
brought forward by ITowa SWCD’s
that were passed by at least a
60% margin, in voting at the
state level and were of national
interest were taken to Chicago,
Il for the support of the north
central region (Illinois, Indiana,
lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Ohio and Wisconsin) of
NACD (National Association of
Conservation Districts). ‘Then in
late January and early February
they were taken on to the na-
tional NACD meeting in San Di-
ego, Calif. ~At the hearings in
California all the resolutions from
Iowa were turned down.

In mid-January
CDI co-hosted a
luncheon jor state
legislators

In mid-January CDI co-hosted
a luncheon for state legislators in
the state capitol building. CDI and
the State Soil Conservation Com-
mittee, each gave a short presen-

““tation on the conservation needs

across the state and urged state
legislators to consider these needs
as they did their work. - We had a

good turn out of legislators and -

the lowa Watershed Program is
one result from this effort.

In March spring regionals
“were held in all nine of the re-
gions in lowa. These meetings

By William (Bill) E. Bennett, President - CDI

] provide training to commissioners.

Commissioners were able to
choose to learn more about their
duties and responsibilities or more
about Backyard Conservation.

March also saw CDI officers
in Washington, D.C. delivering to
all the Iowa congressional delega-
tion what the conservation needs
were in each of the one hundred
SWCD’s-in lowa and information
on how federal dollars were being
used in lowa to protect our natu-
ral resources.

The regional Iowa Envirot-
hon contests were held across the
state in late March and early
April. The state contest was held
at Springbrook ' State Park April
26. A team from Linn-Mar
schools won first place and later
in the year went to California to
compete in the National Envirot-
hon against teams from all across
the USA and Canada.

From June until late fall CDI
participated in meetings with the
lowa Corn Growers, lowa Soy-
bean Growers, Iowa Cattlemen,
Iowa DNR, Iowa Dept. of Ag.
and Land Stewardship, lowa Farm
Bureau and others concerning wa-
ter quality and TMDL’s (Total
Maximum Daily Loads) of water
bodies. These commodity groups
decided to. become proactive in
protecting our. resources and will
be advising their members on
how they can become - better
stewards of our natural resources.

Cedar Rapids was the site of
the north central NACD regional

Bill Bennett

meeting in July. CDI was the
host and had spent several
months planning and making ar-
rangements. One of the tours of
conservation practices that many
went on was to the Amana Colo-
nies.

The first part of August
found the CDI board of directors
and the SSCC members touring
conservation practices in south-
west lowa. The tour was to ag
uaint people with the special
problems of the area. The things
looked at ranged from flood and
soil loss problems to confine-

Training was held for commis-
sioners and the election of presi-
dent and vice president was held.
Bill Bennett of the Fayette
SWCD was elected president and
Bemnie Bolton of the East Potta-
wattamie SWCD was elected vice
president.

In October work was started
in helping to develope a budget
package for the Iowa Division of
Soil Conservation and this proc-
ess continued to the end of the
year. The process will continue
through the 2000 legislative ses-
sion.

Fall regions were held early
in December. These meetings
provide information and training
on how to work with elected offi-
cials and urban sprawl. CDI was
represented at the National Pri-
vate Lands Conservation Summit
‘at ISU and at Governor Vilsack’s
conservation budget hearing in
Council Bluffs.

ment hog buildings and other

livestock issues.

Early September’ wds the an-
nual meeting of CDI. "’ Resolu-
tions brought forward by SWCD’s
were discussed and voted on.

LY MAYTAG

Caloric * Crosley » Sharp
Speed Queen

)4mana ™

LSO ARRY AN

PAUL OLSON, Owner
319-245-1848

201 South Main St.
Elkader, lowa 52043

Wilitgen
Construction

e Excavating

e Ag Lime

Spreading

¢ Rock and Sand

Materials

113 E. Main St., Calmar, IA_Ph, 319-562-3301

1-800-365-3301

Quarrles at: Wadena ¢ Waucoma ° Decorah o Ossuan (]

Frankvulle * Protivin

Page 19 Forestry grad to

aid landowners
with timber
management

Aron Flickinger, a forestry
graduate from Iowa State University,
will be assisting landowners with
their new tree plantings, timber man-
agement, and cost share programs.
He will work out of Gary's Beyer's of-
fice and can be contacted there as
needed at (515) 228-6611.

Flickinger has been with the DNR
for three years since graduating from
ISU. He has worked at the State Foresty
Nursery growing seedlings later offered
through SWCDs for sale. Flickinger
was in charge of the watering and fer-
tilizing of the seedlings during the
growing season. In the fall and spring
he coordinated the shipping of 4 mil-
lion seedlings in a period of 6 to 8
weeks.

As a result of the increased de-
mand for forestry services in North-
east lowa, four other foresters in ad-
dition to Flickinger were hired to
keep up with the workload.

The forestry positions came
about as a result of legislation spon-
sored by Sen. Kitty Rehberg, Rep.
Roger Thomas and the Northeast
Iowa Forestry Advisory Committee.
In an effort to meet the demands of
landowners from the area in a more
timely manner the positions were
created. The funding for the positions

comes fromthe increased prices of
state nursery seedlings.

Flickinger says, "I look foward
to meeting the public to address their
forestry questions in the near future."

you can
count on
Torkelson’s
to have just
the right
vehicle for
you!

nothlng

when there s work to be done

gets the
job done
better
than a
Torkelson
truck!

TDHKELSDN’S

SALES ¢ LEASING - PARTS SERVICE

.- ELGIN
- 4-800-779-0035

319-426-5505
i+ Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5:30
’ ‘Sat. 8to 3

. “ Ao | . :

isatBtod.



SWCD Supporter Club st
donations listed for 1999

We would like to thank the
following people who so gener-
ously donated to the 1999 Soil &
Water Conservation District Sup-
porter Club. We do appreciate
your support.

1999 Soil & Water Sup-
porters: Ralph W. Adams, Dor-
line Allbee, Mary Batterson, Ken
Butters, Martha Chapman, Curtis
Chensvold, Robert Cowles, Pat-
rick Duffy, Robert Finch, Mike
Finnegan,  Vincent  Gaskill,
Ralph Gilmer, - Chuck Gray,
Galen Griffin, W.A. Grundmeyer,
Theodore Hageman, Evelyn Hal-
verson, Daryl Humphrey, Jim
Ingels, William Kauten, Lois
Kelly, Steve Kennon, Arlin
Knief, Kenneth Kohls, Garland
Knight, Leonard Knipper, Carol
Langerman, Edie Langerman,
Herman Lenz, Art Matt, Dorothy
Medberry, MHRM Inc., Marilyn
Mihall, Miller Family Farm, Ja-
son Moellers, Ralph Moellers,
Mark Moser, W. Harry Haffziger,
Robert Numedahl Don Oelrich,
Joyce Oldfather, Herman Peter-
man, Darwin Peterson, Harold
Popenhagen, James Rasmussen,
Rausch Family Inc.,, LaVerne
Ries, Alfred Schlatter, Roger
Schmelzer, R.J. Scott, Robert
Scott, Marilyn Seedorff, Iola
Stannard, Philip Stohr, Robert
Stone, Richard Stubenrauch,

Berniece Walsh, Vera Winter,

Marquette Bank of Oelwein

- Salutes Farmers Who Practice
Conservation Techniques
on Their Farms.

" Front: Brian nke, Kent Nelson and Craig DeBerg.
Back: Richard Witt and Kevin Brooks

J.R. Wynthein, Stephen Zupke.
1999 Soil & Water Sav-
ers: John R. Adams, Alan Al-
brecht, Don Alcorn, Marjorie Al-
lenstein, Arlington Co-op, Mark
Arthur, Shirley Bagenstos, David
Baier, Charles Baumler, Ferne
Bennett, Kilian Bodensteiner,
Clayton Bonjour, Bostrom’s Su-
per Valu, Boyer Tree Farm, Gary

Brownell, John Bruihler, Veryl '

Burghardt, ~ Citizens  Savings
Bank, Lulu Cowles, Thomas
Davis, D & J Pumping, Don
Durscher, Doug Egeland Tiling,
Darwin Fink, Four Strong Ltd,
Sheldon Fox, Eugene Franzen;
Darlene Granger, Brian Harper,
Tom Hayes, George Hackman,
Lois Heick, Harold Heins,
Suzanne Henn, Gladys Henry,
Helen Halstead, Dale Halverson,
Roger Halverson, Ruth Hansen,
Paul Hoeger, Bill Hogan, Jim
Hurley, Warren Iliff, Marvin
Ingels, Greg James, Keith James,
Lorraine Jeckel, Brad Johnson,
Balz Kamm, Elsie Kittleson,
Harris Kjosa, Samuel Koehler,
E.B. Kunkle, Keith Lansing, L
& H Ranch, Jean Leech, Mark
Lemke, Meta Lueder, D.P.
McAllister, = John = McFadden,
Marian MclIntosh, Edith Mann,
Karen Martin, James Moeller,
Jim Moss, Leo Mulford, Merrill
Nerem, Stanley Ney, Ron

The Ag loan specialists at
Marquette Bank of Oelwein
have 74 years of lending experience
& are qualified to assist you with
your farm financial planning &
eager to see your operation grow.
Give one of them a call today to
discuss your needs.

AYA Marquette Bank

O’Kones, Robert Olsen, David
Palas, Harry Pape, Clarence
Pleggenkuhle, Donald Pliester,
Eldon Polk, Matthew Porter,
Steven Rau, Dean Rueber, Ruth
Rummel, Jon Saboe, Henry
Schmitt, Jacob Schneider, Fran-
cis Schnor, Paul Schuchmann,
Ron Seedorff, James Smith, Pa-
tricia Smith Cecil Snively, Ken-
neth Springer, T.J. Stecklein,
Nick Steinlage, Eleanor Swent,
Donald Vagts, Keith Valesh,
Roberta Warner, Eugene Wenger,
Westgate Elevator, Tom Weston,
Dan Winter Jr.; George Woodard,
John Woods.

1999 Soil & Water
Stewards: Jon Andersen, C.M.
Barker, Robert Bassett, Edna
Beermann, Roger Beermann, Ron
Beermann, William Bennett, Pa-
tricia Bergman, Robert Bertch,
LuAnn Berthel-Munns, C.M.
Bowling Farms, Brehme Con-
struction, Catherine Britt, Don
Bunn, Gary Burger, Burrack Farm
Inc., Mabel Burrack, Bob Camp-
bell, Clarke Campbell, Darryl
Cannon, Sidney Crowe, Tom
Claassen, Jerry Cole, Gerald
Cook, Ron Corbin, Bruce Cran-
dall, Jim Cue, Darlene Cum-
mings Trst, Dave Drilling,
Leslie Duckett, Dan Fagle,
Fauser Oil Co. Inc., 1st National
Bank-West Union, Richard Ford,

PRECISELY

YOU
EXPECT

Introducing a perfect pair for planting
precision — the seed singulation of the
Advanced Seed Meter (ASM) plus the
proven placement of the Early Riser®
row unit on the new 1200 Series Planters
from Case IH.

Maximum precision for maximum
yields. This all-new vacuum-type design
of the ASM delivers consistent in-row
seed spacing and improved population
control...even at higher ground speeds.
Thanks to large-diameter seed discs
and patented singulator spools, you

get individual seed selection for

accurate results row after row.

CASE CREDIT
Bringing people and product together

(319) 283- 2624 Oclwein 1-800-568-4239

© 1998 CASE CORPORATION
Visit Case’s Web Site at http://www.casecorp.com

Case IH-and Case Credit are registered trademarks.of Case Corporation.

Sons,
Margroff, Don Martins, Clarion .

ALL-NEW 1200 SERIES PLANTERS

Want your planter ready for spring?
Schedule a 57 point planter inspection today!

Postville Implement, Co.

12344 U.S. Hwy 18 »
319-864-3124

David Gamm, Brad Geerdes,
Glass Farms Inc., Granger Con-
struction,  William  Gregory,
Green Farms, Grimm Farms Inc.,
Gross Low Farm, Norbert Hack-
man, Jim Halstead, Matt Ham-
lett, Ruth Hansen, -Harrison
Farm, Hawkeye Co-op, Bert
Henderson, Mike Holtz, Hurdal
Inc., Rosemary Hyman, Ken
Iliff, Kyle Jacobsen, Philip S.
James, - Melvin Janssen, Max
Jennings, Robert Kalb, Barry
Kamm, Lynn Kelck, Alice
Koempel, Ben Kremenak, Dan
Kuennen, Kunkle-Barry Farms,
Brian Lantzky, Leslie Lauer &
Gerald Lynch, Robert

Mathys, Gary Maurer, Maynard
Co-op, Maynard Savings Bank,
Kenneth F. Meyer, Rodney
Morse, Donald Mueller, Tom
Murphy, Myron Nagle, Millard
Nelson Jr., Carol Nus, Paul
Nuss,Will Ogle, Doug Pagel,
Volney Palmer Est., Patterson
Bros LLC, Carl Pohlad, David

Simply accurate. A positive drive trans-
mission with 120 rates offers complete
control with any crop — from corn and
cotton to sugarbeets and sunflowers.
And the simple, low-maintenance design
of the ASM and Early Riser row unit
means lasting reliability and easy upkeep.
A perfect fit. Match crops and acreage
to these 1200 Series models: 6-row
trailing (narrow), 8-row mounted rigid
(wide or narrow), or 12-row mounted
stackerbar (wide or narrow).

Uptime. All the time™

Postville, 1A 52162

CASE Il
Plcseis o patipinEs o oor)
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Rausch, Don Rausch, Karel
Rawson, RD&D-Postville, Rob-
ert Reeder, Loras Reicks, Rehorst
Farm Acct., John Riley, Helen
Roberts, Florence Robinson, Ste-
phen Rourke, Rush Farm Acct.,

- June Sanders, Irene Scheit, Chris

Schlatter, Neil Schwake, Vernon

Shaw, Gordon Shepard, Eugene

Sieck, Hans Siemers, Allan

Sloan, Noel Smith, State Bank of

Lawler, Kevin Steffens, Floyd

Stensland, Szabo Construction

Inc., Warren Trotter. Everett

Vagts, Vagts Sawmill, Valley
Co-op, Robert Wilbur, Joe Win-

gert, Roger Winter, Jim Zuck.

Assessor's
office to
handle slough
tax exemption

The Fayette County Asses-
sor’s office is in the process of
taking over the slough bill tax
exemption program. The Fayette
SWCD will only be taking appli-
cations until April 1 of this year.
Applications for the year 2001
will need to be made at the As-
sessor’s office in the Fayette
County Courthouse, West Union.

Landowners have until - April
1 to submit their annual applica-
tions for the slough bill, a prop-
erty tax exempt program for land
designated as wildlife habitat.
This is primarily for open prai-
ries and wetlands that provide no
economic return. Therefore, crop-
ping, haying, or grazing is not
allowed on land in the slough bill
program. Woodland, if not being
grazed, is eligible and can be
signed up at the County Asses-
sor’s office.

Kendrick

Forest Products

601 South Washington
Edgewood, Towa 52042
319/928-6431

Buying
Standing Timber
$5555$
Cash paid up front

Call Tim Kendrick at
319,/928-6431 day or night

Full Time, Professionally Trained,
Insured Logging Crews
Bonded Timber Buyers

We also have kiln dried lumber,
landscaping mulch, firewood and
animal bedding available.

We Deliver




Fayette SWCD Commissioners

Commissioners for the Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District include (front) Dick Jensen, John Grafenberg,

Karen Ot (district employee), (back) Deb Dessel, Paul Nuss and Bill Bennett.

[swep

' scholarship |
|applications
|sought

Sowing the Seeds of the

By Conserving thé Soﬂ Today!

We are proud of the Conservation Efforts of Our
Local Farmers. Conservation Today Ensures Iowa’s
Place in Agriculture Tomorrow. '

mership - Local Decision
0

3 Convenient Locations
West Union St. Lucas
Main Bank  Drive-in Bank St. Lucas

{ 118N, Vioe Highway 18 W, Branch Office
i 422-3883 422-3883 778-2297

OF WEST UNION
R

Member F.D.LC, Each Depositor Insured to $100,000.00.
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The Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District an-
nually sponsors a scholarship to
be awarded to any Fayette County
High School Senior. The schol-
arship is presented to a high
school senior to be used in their
first year of education on the col-
lege level while pursuing pro- [
grams of study in any field of
agriculture or natural resources.
(These areas of study are very
broad and open and can involve P
business, education, etc. with
emphasis on agriculture, conser-
vation, and natural resources.)

This scholarship is awarded [
to a male or female student who
shows Leadership Qualities (serv-
ice, character, self-motivation),
Scholastic Achievement and Need.

The district scholarshlp is
$500. Each district winner’s ap-
plication is then sent on to the
Regional District where there is a
possibility of receiving an addi-
tional $100. Regional winners
are then sent to the state level
with three more scholarships be-
ing awarded in the amounts of
$800, $400, and $200.

Students interested in apply-
ing for this scholarship should
contact their High School Guid-
ance Counselor for an applica-
tion.  Scholarship applications
must be in the Fayette County
Soil and Water District office by
March 1, 2000.

e salute

onservation
fforts of ou

D

AUTO PARTS

112 East Elm,
West Union
(319) 422-3896

N

ﬁlee old tractors...

...the soil that’s tilled will last
forever. But, only if we conserve it,
maintain it, and don’t over use it.

Our Agronomy division supports soil
conservation, making sure correct applications of
necessary nutrients are done in a professional
manner, to insure the vitality of Towa soil for
future generations.
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Got pralrle
p %

roots?

The roots of some
prairie plants can
grow 15 feetdeep.  _
Some people’s roots7
in their land grow -
even deeper.

Are you a land-

owner with deep
roots in your land?
Explore 18 ways to 2
permanently protect
your land (while

74 I
maintaining or /
transferring /) s

2. 4 AE R g
ownership). ; ﬂ‘l -
Request your free/ /. 7/} 1 =

AN’
copy of 7 he’ 3 3
Landowner s 3
Options, or find it | 2

o
on our website. 3

IOWA
NATURAL HERITAGE
FOUNDATION

river eventually receded.
505 Fifth Ave., Suite 444

Des Moines, IA 50309
1-800-475-1846
www.inhf.org

You have
30 seconds to
understand
annuities...

And the rest of
your life to live w1th one

If you’ve felt pressured to make an investment you don’t
fully understand, maybe you should call your Farm
Bureau Life Insurance agent. When it comes to something
as important as investing for your retirement, we know
you’ll want to ask lots of questions and get answers that
make sense—before you make any decisions. That’s why
our first priority is taking the time to earn your confidence.

Living beside you. Working for you™

James Mitchell Phil James
Irma Kime Larry Kelchen

Fayette (319) 425-3333

r-
&,
Farm BUreau Insurance

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company
Part of Farm Bureau Financial Services

Many county residents will to
soon forget the date of May 16, 1999.
Within a short period of time, the
range of precipitation received was
from three to ten inches within
Fayette County. Roughly four of the
five bottom tiers of townships or
80% of the county was severely af-
fected. The nature of the storm was
especially aggravating due to a few
factors. One being the sheer energy

“and amount of rainfall plus the tim-

ing of the storm was particularly
poor because crop fields were just
recently prepared for planting. The
flooding of several communities and
fields within the Volga River Flood-
plain was also intensified due to the
movement of the storm, which be-
gan west of the river's watershed and
slowly moved east, or directly down-
stream. By doing so, the runoff has
an accumulating effect ,much worse
than a storm that moves across or per-

Clean Water is for Everyone

May 16 storm brings
devastation to Fayette County

The photo above illustrates an example of the damage to topsoil, in a field in Westfield township bordering the
Volga River. Crevices atleast a foot deep remained after the existing dike broke, the field flooded and later the

' pendlcular to a rivers watershed or ba-

sin.

By now, everyone has a story of
their own or has heard numerous sto-
ries by others about the effects of the
storm. Losses were phenomenal; to
homes, and various personal goods,
too numerous to mention, but one of
the most significant losses this
county experienced was the loss of
precious topsoil.

USDA has offered more pro-
grams, dollars and resources towards
this disaster's relief than any in years
past. This year's Fayette Soil Con-
servation District is devoted to cov-
ering the effects the storm had on our
natural resources and the disaster
relief programs made available to

landowners.
EWP-Emergency Water-
shed Program (2 programs)

Floodplain Easements

And it’s our
business to
make it happen.

» Goulds Pumps

« Sta-Rite Pumps

« Conaire Pressure Tanks

* Complete Water Systems
¢ Land-O-Matic Chlorinators
¢ Free Estimates

* Reliable Service

ERICKSON

PUMP SERVICE

Elkader 245-1698 or 245-1684
1-800-269-1698

This relatively new program is
administered by the NRCS. It is
designed to take flood prone fields
out of production and put under per-
manent vegetative cover forever.
Agricultural land, which has been
severely damaged by floodwaters, is
eligible for enrollment. Landown-
ers work with NRCs to complete a
ranking procedure for their project,
which will determine approval out-
come. If tentatively approved, the
landowner will receive the pre-flood
value of the land from the govern-
ment for a permanent easement. In
general, the easement restricts agri-
cultural use of the land and does not
allow the landowner to receive any
further disaster assistance for the
land enrolled. The USDA pays for
all associated costs of putting this
land under perpetual easement.

Fayette Co. was very fortunate
to have 17 of 21 applications ap-
proved. Thirteen of the 17 original
applications are still active, covering
approximately one thousand acres.
Most Fayette Co. applications are
located along the Volga River east
of Wadena, and on the Brush Creek
floodplain south of Wadena.

Units of Government *

This program is administered by
the NRCS. It provides up to 75%
cost-share to units of government for
projects which, due to recent flood
damage has caused a situation, which
presents a threat to human life. For
approved projects where the unit of
government can complete their own
engineering and administrative
work, the US government can pay
up to 100% of the actual construc-
tion work. Fayette Co. has seven
projects in various stages of comple-
tion. The cities of Fayette, Maynard,
Wadena and Fayette County Road
Dept. have taken advantage of this
program. Levee repair, riprap
projects protecting bridges and wa-
ter treatment lagoons are examples
of the projects approved.
ECP-Emergency Conserva-
tion Program

The Farm Services Agency ad-
ministers this program. The program
has been in existence for many years
and is still a useful one designed to
provide cost-share to landowners for
land reparation. Cost-share rate is
up to 64% of the total cost. Eligible
practices include land smoothing
and shaping, debris removal, and
repair of conservation practices, such
as terraces, waterways and grade sta-
bilization structures.

Applicants must have substan-
tial damage to be eligible for cost-
share assistance. The minimum
amount expended that can be turned
in to the FSA office is $1600.

Due to widespread application
and popularity of this program it has
become a major workload for both
FSA and NRCS employees. Fayette
County has received approximately
$1.2 million for cost-share assis-
tance. To date, at least 1200 appli-
cations have been made for this pro-

gram.
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711/98 Through 6/30/99 &
T Recycling Center adds employee to staff
Category Description 6/30/99 e c ' ter ee
INFLOWS By Jodi Jeanes, rials has been low. The commodi- there are empty bins before the re-
Recycling Coordinator ties have been_ in excess, therefore cycling center closes over the holi-
Deposit 39,646.17 The Fayette County Recycling keeping the price for recyclable ma- days, but we also are aware that if
Interest Inc 451.98 Center has made a few changes in terials down. The increase in corru- we are off work, so is the public and
AEONCe O T the last year. We have added a new gated cardboard went into effect that everyone has a little bit more
TOTAL INFLOWS 40,098.15 employee, Ivan "Jim" Stanek, from around July, 1999, making a substan- time to recycle. We would like to
S Oelwein. Jim joins the production Eal increase of about $40 per ton. It sk the public to please make sure
crew out on the recycling floor. The as remained there for'six months that you do not place recyclable
B B ek 30500  Production crew’is made up of even through the brokers felt the material outside the bins. This is lit-
Com s 2588 21 Kenny Meyer, Brian Schroeder, and price would fall during the holiday tering. This also disturbs the busi-
Banation '300.00 Jim Stanek. The production crew's ~ S€ason. L ness' of where the recycling bins are
Dues 130000  main responsibilities are to unload The Fayette County Recycling  located. We only ask that if the first
Field Day 73450  the recycling bins, distribute the re-  Conter would like to take this time bin you pull up to is full, please try
Grazing 2.375.00 cycling material to the proper loca- to thank everyone who participates to find another bin that has more
Miscellaneous 123.25 tion, process the recycling material, ™ OYr recycling efforts. We appre-  room, or please hang on to the recy-
Office Supplies 47428 and help supervise the part-time ciate your help in reducing the cling material until after the holiday
Payroll 10,145.58 employees that help sort the plastic amount ofwasFe going to the Fayette season and the recycling center is
PF Employee 3,000.00 - materials by number. County Landfill. We would like to  open and the bins are being pulled.
Postage 1,034.77 The Fayette County Recycling ~ Pointout that during the holiday sea- We would like to thank every-
Sales Tax 22314 Center has had a profitable first six SO0 We realize that the bins are over  one for their efforts in reducing the
gzrrwvci)(lzaer? rl];; o 1(1)gg8 months due to the increase in price of flowing. ’.I’his is due 'to the fact that amount of waste going to the land-
el s?hip ; 094.1 : corrugated cardboard. The past two the recycling center is qot open for fill. Keep recycling!!!!! If you have
v Uv4. years, the price of recyclable mate- five full days of the holiday weeks. any questions, please feel free to call
s e We try very hard to make sure that the Fayette County Recycling Cen-
IPERS 1:175.39 % ter at (319) 422-3712.
State 316.15
State Unemployment 150.49
TOTAL Tax 3,607.89
Trees 8,429.26
Workmans Comp Ins. 3.00
: —— e
TOTAL OUTFLOWS For A Brighter Tomorrow ...
OVERALL TOTAL 414482 protect our resources today.

We're proud of our farmers for their efforts

in soil conserva‘clonl
m.%

\‘\‘//

ALLAMAKEE CLAYTON

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

228 W. Greene St. - P.O. Box 715 - Postville, 1A 52162
319-864-7611 1-888-788-1551 www.acrec.com
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative )(B

Ve
If you worlk the soil,
you should conserve

the soil.

\_ (319) 422-6072

Farmers Savmos Bank

205 N. Vine, West Union = 200 Mill St., Clermont
(319) 423-5267

NEW HINIKER 6000 HIGH SPEED
HEAVY RESIDUE CULTIVATOR.

BREEZE THROUGH WEEDS AND RESIDUE THAT SLOW OTHER CULTIVATORS TO A CRAWL. Hiniker designed
3-piece single sweep provides full-width, high-speed weeding, without plugging, slabbing or burying young crops.

FAST “NO-WRENCH” ADJUSTMENTS make it easy to match the Hiniker 6000 to field conditions.

AUTO-RESET SHANKS are standard equipment, providing up to 10 inches of deflection to reduce potential rock damage.
ACCURATE DEPTH CONTROL. Dual gauge wheels, with mud-shedding rubber tires, oscillate to even out bumps. Coulters
are spring-loaded to help cut through residue in soft ground, prevent “jacking” in hard ground.

SEED, FERTILIZE OR BUILD RIDGES. Add a Hiniker 5800 Seeder to the 6000 and solid-seed soybeans and small grains
into all types of residue — even unchopped cornstalks. Optional fertilizer brackets let you side-dress while you cultivate. And for

ridge-till operations, just add the adjustable ridger wings.

BAUMLER

1305 Hwy,
(319) 422-3835

IMPLEMENT INC.
. 150 S., West Union




Page 24 Soil Conservation. . . February, 2000

FAYETTE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE P
. PHONE: =

Trees are hardy, bare root seedlings with healthy root systems from Cascade Forestry Service, Inc. Trees
are sold only by the bundle (25 trees), except for the nut, shade, evergreen, wildlife shrub packages, and

individual trees. These three packages and individual trees are sold as specified as below. There is no
guarantee on stock sold at these prices.

Wildflower
Sale

Iowa wildflowers invite bees, songbirds, and butterflies to our garden and make excellent garden
and landscaping plants. By planting native plants, you can help preserve unique species, create
wildlife habitat, and enjoy a self-sufficient garden.

A habitat can be as small or as large as your area and imagination allows. Start by using native
plants in existing beds, borders, ditches, or create a small “pmme plot” of Iowa wildflowers and

grasses in your yard.

The sale is open to anyone. are no guidelines as to Wh" P““’h”“m" trees and whers the m _ Each garden package contains 15 — 2%;” potted plants. Orders will be accepted until

are to be planted.

date. We will notify you in mxd April when your order can be picked up. Suppl.m are limited so order

early.

PLEASE NOTE: Check must accompany your' order, payable to Fayette SWCD.x.

_, Price Per Number of Total
Species Bundle Bundles Cost
American Arborvitae (12-18”) $45.00 x =
Black Hills Spruce (12-18") $35.00 x =
Black Walnut (2-3%) $35.00 x =
Blue Spruce (12-18") $35.00 x =
Cranberry Highbush (5-12") $35.00 x =
Lilac Villosa (18-24”) $35.00 x =
Norway Spruce (12-18”) $35.00 x =
Red Oak (2-3%) $45.00 x =
Red Osier Dogwood (10-18") $35.00 x =
Scotch Pine (6-18”) $35.00 x =
‘White Pine (12-18") \ $35.00 x =
Evergreen Pkg. Includes: $40.00 x =
4 White Pine 18-24”; 4 Blue :
Spruce 18-24”; 4 Norway Spruce 18-24”
Nut Tree Pkg. Includes: $40.00 x =
3 Butternut 18-24”; 3 Hazelnut 12-18”
3 Walnut 2-3’; 3 Northern Pecan 6-12”
3 American Chestnut 18-24” -
Shade Tree Pkg. Includes: : $40.00 x =
3 Green Ash 2-3’; 3 Sugar Maple 2-3’
3 Red Oak 2-3’; 3 Bur Oak 2-3°
3 Swamp White Oak 2-3’
Wildlife Shrub Pkg. Includes: $40.00 x =
3 American Cranberry 5-12”
3 Hazelnut 6-18"; 3_Crabapple 2-3
3 Silky Dogwood 18-24”
3 Nanking Cherry 8-22"
Price Per Number of Total
Individual Trees Tree Trees Cost
American Arborvitae (2-3%) $800 x =
Blue Spruce (2-3°) $ 8.000 x e
Norway Spruce(2-3”) $800 x =
‘White Pine (3-4") $800 x =
Total of Above
Add 6% Sales Tax
Total Payment Due

Soil Conservation is Our Concern!

Our professional foresters
will help you:

* Market your mature trees
* Appraise your timber

* Manage your existing
woodlands ,
Plant and grow new trees s
from seed or seedlings -

One-Siop.,, Forest?y

101 E. Greene, Postville * (319) 864-3586

April 1, 2000 and plants will be available for pickup at our office in early June. We will notify
you later of the exact pickup date.

The garden packages have been put together for sunny sites with average soil moisture.

*Heights listed are for mature plants.

Note: The greenhouse reserves the right to substitute stock in case of plant failure.

&

Butterfly/Hummingbird Garden $35 each
3 Columbine 2’ tall* Scarlet/yellow in spring
3 Butterfly Milkweed 2’ tall* Orange color in early summer
2 Wild Bergamot 4’ tall* Lavender color in summer
2 Stiff Goldenrod 4’ tall* Golden color in fall -
3 Black-eyed Susan 3’ tall* Yellow color in summer
2 smooth Blue Aster 2’ tall* Blue color in fall
Iowa Prairie Garden . $35ecach
3 Yellow Coneflower 4’tall* Yellow color in summer
2 Pale Purple Coneflower 3’ tall* Lavender color in summer
3 Purple Prairie Clover 2’ tall* Purple color in early summer
3 Ohio Spiderwort 2’ tall* Purple color in late spring
2 Wild White Indigo 2’ tall* ; White color in early summer
2 Sky Blue Aster 3’ tall* Blue color in fall
Number
ltem to Order Total
Butterfly/Hummingbird Garden @ $35 each x =$
lowa Prairie Garden @ $35 each x =$_
Total of Above Columns $
Add 6% Tax $
Total Amount Due $

Please make checks payable to Fayette SWCD and return with your order to Fayette SWCD,
120 N Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union, IA 52175-1612. Should you have any questions, please
feel free to contact us at (319) 422-3868 Ext. 3.

Name:

Address:

City: _- State: ; Zip:
Phone:

Your Complete Commodity Feed Center!

» Commodities * Personalized mixes from Central plant » or local manufacturing
Mixed, blended & hauled to your farm in one complete feed.

Essential nutrients & vitamins for livestock
Pesticide, herbicide & fertilizer center
West Union Coop thanks the efforts of
local farmers & land owners who have
continued to practice soil conservation!

West Union Cooperative
@LANS%JE&KES @@ ' West Union

(319) 422-5656
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