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Dewey Harper moved to his presen~ farm.· which Includes 360 acres, in 1946 and began 
practicing soil conservation Immediately. The far m is located southwest of Bloomfield. 

The conservation practice& completed to date include: Construction of more than two miles 
of waterways: Construction of approximately· ..,ne and one-half miles of terraces: Approximately 
75 acres of strip cropping; Approximately 40 acres of contouring: Most of permanent pasture 
la•d improved using some of initial B¥!dsfoot Trefoil in county; Approximately 200 rods of con­
tour fencing and currently in proceu of establishing Multi-Flora Rose fencing. 

Harper also carries out a livestock program which conforms with the conservation plan· 
in g. The livestock program iJ highlighted by the production of Black Angus cattle and Corrledale 
sheep. 

Harper is a former winner of the Davis County Soils District's conservation award. 
The Division I winner is a member of thll' Davis County Farm Bu.reau and holds member­

ship in the West Grove Methodist church. He is a former school director and is active in the 
Davis County Fish & Game Club. Harper has participated in the latter orgahiution's program 
of raising young quail and pheasant. 

He and 'his wife, Ruth, have one son. Larry, who plays an ac.tive role in the local Future 
Farmers of American chapter. Larry exhibits sheep and caltle and also engages in the chapter's 
conservation activities. 



• 

COUNTY, IOWA, AUGUST 19, 1954 No. 33 
• 

- -
• • 

1nners 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Division II ~ -

This year's Division II winner goes to a mother-son forming combination. The d!Yision in· 
eludes landlord-lenont farmt. 

Mrs. Myrtle Singley u I he owner of the farm, and I he land is 'cared for br her son, Robert. 
The farm Is located at the welt edge of th • county, opproximaloly two mil" north of High· 

way 2. It is made up of 288 acre1. 
Robert began operating the farm In 1949 and launched hiS personal conservaJion program at 

that time. He did not secure a farna~IUI from lho Davis County Soib District until 19~1. 
In carrying out his land-improvement progrom, Singley has strip cropped all cropland and 

cons tructed. a farm pond. He has al10 Cllllltructed many waterways. 
S1nglay's principal Uvettock proj~t Ia dairy calllo. He ia also Initiating a beef herd and 

sheep flock to consume the additional forages being produced. 
In spUe of the busy tchecluie required by hu farm ing operation•, Singley still finds time 

for outs1de acliv11ies. He ia a director for the Appanoose County Farm Bureau and is also a dirac• 
tor for that county's artificial breeding auocia lion. In addition, ho II a deacon in tho Moulton 
Christian c\)urc:h. 

Stngley, 26, aa married and the father of a two and one·half year old daughter. 
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Given Recognition 
For Outstanding 
Soil Conservation 

Will Receive Awards 
At Annual Cooperator 
Meeting In November 
Winncra m lhe 1954 SOJI Con­

~cn·ahon Contest, sponsored by 
the Bloomtleld Nc wspnpers, were 
aunounced thts week. 

The contc t, now in Its second 
ye nr, Jnc:Ju des wmncrs m thr c 
dlvis1ons. Competition 111 Dl\'1• 
s to n I Is open to farm o wner­
OJ~ralors. Division II ts for land· 
lord-tenant forms. Dlvt ion I II 
p .ort tc ipatlon is o pen to new' co• 
operators w1th the D avts County 
Soli Conservation Dt5trlct. 'The 
littler diviSion changes annuolly. 
This year's contestants rt;~usl b ov~ 
l>ccome coo)l('ra tor mce olanuory 

I
I, 1952. 

This year's winnen are as fol· 
I owl: 

I Dh•ision 1- Dewey Harper. 
DiYilion 11-Myrtla Singley 

(owner), Robert Singley Uenanl l. 
DlYision III- Wendell Nickhn. 
All farmers of the county we1 e 

clcglble ror the contest, with the 
exception or soil conservation d 1 • 
tnct commissioners and prevtou 
winners The only requ1rernl'nl 
was lhat they be cooperators w11h 
the local dl~ trlct 

The contc t is 'pon,orcd c.1ch 
) <'Ill' by lh~ loca l neWSpapers In 
cooperation with the 'DoviS Coun· 
ty So1l ConservHhun Di. trJc t. 
Jud11ing i~ done by 11 commttt.:u 
st>lecled by the d.istrlc t. , 

Thia .,.ar'a winners wW receive 
attractive engraved plaq~&as at the 
annual cooperator 's m eeting, 
which is u~ted to be held 
•arly in November. 

Ddvh county's wtnnrr Wi ll d 
vance to regional compeht,lon 
T he regional wmntrs w ill co lll­
petc fur l&a~ award:; ,Tuolnjn<" 
on the stlrtlf level wiLl also bu 
carried out on a lhrec div1sinn 
basis. Dlvl~lon I and II winn< rs 
will lhen be eligible tor 1 :;wccp­
s takes prize of a $500 bond, p ro­
vided by the Des Moines Res • ler 
ond T r ibune. 

Last year's winncrs , K omnd 
Goetlsche, Mrs. J . W. Lam 1:1n 
und Glen Lanman, and Cko }', 
R111ke nberccr, \\-ere selected f rum 
npproxlmnlely 400 cooper;•lnl· , 
The number this y<'a l· h ad b<·f'n 
increased to approxmlal<'IY ·150 

Purpose of 'the contc~l 11; to 
encourage better land usc pro­
gl·ams on the Carms o! the count\, 

The tact that the three w inno.:rs 
nrc engne~ In con~ervation C l m­
mg 1s, ln "art, illustrated b~ the 
accompanymg aeri<~l photos . 1 hi.' 
pictures W<'l'e made avnilable by 
th~ Davis County SoiJ Con:.e n ,,. 

, lion District. 
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