. CESSFORD
- CONSTRUCTION
CoMPANY

~ Highway 61 + Burlington « 753-2297

;.//[ediapolis Telephone

& Cablevision Company

F:dl More Information Call (319) 394-3456
»  652Mal PO.Bo « Mediapolis

SOUTHEAST
- IOWA GRAIN

GABELINE
TRUCKING

i Grain Buyers
%! Grain & Heavy Hauling
. Yarmouth, Iowa

* DAN GABELINE & DAVE GABELINE
PHONE: 319-865-7121 OR 319-868-7990 FAX:
319-868-7995

3

L&W
UARRIES, INC.

117542 Pleasant Grove Rd., Yarmouth

~
-
>
v

394-3400

Darwin Campbell
- Excavating

“ CLEARING » TERRACE WORK
+ POND BUILDING

* Mediapolis, IA * 319-937-5701

Personnel
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS
Aryn L. Musselman
Bradley J. Weiss

COMMISSIONERS

Jef S. Bergman, Chairperson
Frank C. Hedges, Vice-Chairperson
W. Donald Lounsbury

Myranell Dockendorff

Todd D. Heckenberg

OFFICE STAFF

J B Martin Jr, District Conservationist

John D White, Soil Conservationist (January Afml]

Debra A Hunt, Soil Conservationist (started July)

John J Horan, Soil Conservalion Technician

Troy A Bisgard, Soil Conservation Aide (June-August)
Chris D Hogge, Soil Conservation Aide (started September)
Jamie L Grimes, State & District Secretary

AREA OFFICE STAFF (Fairfield)

Bruce W. Trautman, Area Conservationist

Shawn A Dettmann, Area Resource Conservationist
Mark R LaVan, Area Resource Soil Scientist

Sue M Long, Civil Engineer

Kerry K Richards, Computer Specialist

Suzette D Belts, Administrative Management Assistant
Darlene G Lauder, Area Secretary

Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners and
Assistants Todd Heckenberg, Don Lounsbury, Frank Hedges, Jeff Bergman. Not
pictured: Myranell Dockendortf, Arlyn Musseiman, Brad Welss.

New Faces )

Two new employees joined the stalf of the Natural Resources Conservation Service and
Des Moines Counly Soil and Water Conservation District office durw 1999,

Debra Hun! began working in July, coming from Kossuth and Winnebago county field
offices. She is a Soil Conservationist who is currently dividing her schedule between the
Burlington and Wapello field offices. Originally a Des Moines native Deb has been with
NRCS since 1990 working primarily in north central lowa. She gradualed from lowa State
University in Ames where sga studied Agronomy. Deb currently resides in West Burlington
and will be getting married in April. -

Chris Hogge is a Soil Conservation Aide who began wmkmﬁ for the District in
September. C?ms raduated from lowa State University with a double major in Fisheries
Wildife Biology and Environmental Studies. He is currently pursuing his Master's. Degree in
Agricutture from ISU. Chris worked as an intem al Starr’s Cave over the summer and has
been a volunteer for the Des Moines County Conservation Board for two years. He is
originally from Fort Madison and now lives in Burlington wifh his wife Angie and two
cm?dren. Caleb and Abby.

If you haven't had the chance to meet Deb or Chris, please slop in the NRCS office and
greet them!

Des Moines SWCD Budget

July 1, 1998 - June 30, 1999 E)épendhules of funds provided by State of lowa for
C issioner's Expenses, office Supplies and Expenses, lowa Financial Incentive

TRUGREEN ¢ CHEMLAWN

America’s Authority On Lawn Care ™

:l Competitively Priced

& Full-Time; Licensed Professionals
1% Free 14 Point Lawn Analysis

# Residential & Commercial Fertilization

937 E. 53rd St.,
Davenport

CALLFORA
FREE WRITTEN
ESTIMATE

i, Serving Burlington

800-728-5296

Southeast
Security
Bank o

Ao
105 Main St. « P.O. Box 670, Mediapolis, IA 52637
Ph. (319) 394-9620 or 1-888-394-9620

f@( (319) 394-9616 e-mail address SSB@netins.net

Meraber FDIC

z \\\\\\hl//,/

=("suN " 1=

Farm Implement, Inc.

Morning Sun, TA * (319) 868-7586

X One Stop Building Service.

- TLUMBER CO.

Mediapolis, lowa « (319) 384-3964
Hours: Mon.-fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 7 a.m.-12 noon

Program (IFIP), Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP) and Public
Owned Lakes (POL).

1M Budget & Operating Expenses

H&H Ag & Lawn

* Prinsco Tile * Hickenbottom Risers
* P.V.C. Pipe * Sprayer Parts
* Pump Service * Dixon * Lawnboy
22643 220th Ave., Mt. Union, IA
- 865-1415

Allocation $3000.00
Commissioners Expense 670,63
Office Expense 1304.37
Printin 150.00

SWCDC Dues 300.00
NACD Dues 275,00
Returned to DSC 300.00

Balance 0-
REAP Practices 1998-99

Aliocation $7026.00
Tree Planting, 6.3 ac completed 2048.07
Timber Stand Improvement, 63.5 ac completed 341625
Returned to DSC 1561.68

Balance 0
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1998-99

Allocation $3317.00
Tree Planting, 9.8 ac completed 3307.50
Returned IO%SC 9.50

Balance 0-
REAP Practices 1997-98

Allocation $8015.00
Timber Stand Improvement, 104.5 ac completed ~ 7610.84
Returned to DSC 404.16

e Balance *
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1997-98

Allocation $3432.30
Timber Stand Improvement, 47.9 ac completed 341288
Returned to DSC 1942

e Balance R
REAP Practices 1996-97

Allocation $9345.00
Tree Planting, 18,5 ac completed 8756.25
Returned to DSC 58875

PET Balance %
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1996-97

Alocaton . $460385
Timber Stand Improvement, 12.3 ac completed 1432.70
Tree Planting, 8.7 ac completed 3171.15

I Balance 0
IFIP 1998-99

Allocation $20641.00
Terraces, 3075 ft completed 998263
Terraces, incomplete 3774.75
Grassed Waterways, 6570 ft completed 5500.00
Grassed walerways, incomplete 1202.00

Balance 181,62
IFIP 1997-98

Allocation 5731518
Terraces, 12975 i completed 2898341
Terraces, incomplete ;0523 gg

Wi L i .
Wate ays: 6250 i completed 849300
Water & Sediment Control basin, 1 completed 2000
Grade Stabe Structure, | completed 15155
Grade Stabe struciure, incomplele 175000

servene Balancs
IFIP 1996-97

Allocation $42854 89
Terraces, 12000 i completed 32609.10
Waterwavs, 10100 # completed 8049.79
Water & Sediment Control Basin, 1 completed 175000

Balance o
Public Owned Laki -

Allocation - $621068

Terraces, . 621088

Balance
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Des Moines
County

District Activities During 1999

January
-Election of Officers for 1999 resulted as follows: Chairperson- Jelf Bergman; Vice Chait on- Frank Hedges.
~Appointments for 1999 resulted as follows: Secretary- Jamie Grime;!;; Treasurer- Gmr’;\?ss, Co-Treasurer- Bergman;

Assistant Commissioners- Arlyn Musseiman, Brad Weiss; RC&D Executive Board- Don Lounsbury, Hedges; Flint Creek
Adwsarg Board- Todd Hacksl\bﬂl% County RC&D Board- Bergman; REAP- Bergman; Education Committee-
Heckenberg, Weiss; Fund Raising Committee- Hedges; Marketing Committee- Bergman, A

ounsbury, | ontest C ittee- Myranell Ds Special Progr: Sommittee-
gev manwLounsbury.rEeglslatwe Committee- Hedges; Cost Sh;:o Restructuring Committee- m’??ﬁﬂs m’:belg
es, Weiss
~gDI and NACD dues were paid
-Martin, White and Grimes attended a NRCS awards meeting in lowa City on January 14.
-Civil Rights were reviewed.
-Statewide EQIP signup began on January 25.

February
~Annual Report was printed in Mediapolis News.
-Stalewide EQIP signup ended Febma:LS,
~Thirty-five applications were accepted for the 18th signup of CRP.
M;n;'e istrict participated in a Carbon Storage survey.
Irci
~Jennifer Dumas of Burlington was chosen as the Des Moines County winner of the CDV/Auxiliary Scholarship.
-A $500 donation was given lo the Tri-State Agricutural Educalion Foundation for a scholarship.
5 -hl.:amn attended a District Conservationist meeting in Cedar Rapids March 29-31.
pri
?g\l elu)nd Wau: S:wal.;dos‘?ip Week was Agnl 25-May 2
~The District shared a booth at the Earth Day celebration on April 17 at Port of Burlington, The booth w: h
Geode RC&D and Flint Creek Advisory Board 4 ’ e o
-Steve Coales, Dennis Petersen, Everett Toft and Dwayne Wright were selected as local winners of the lowa Soil
Conservation Awards program.
-Other nominations for various awards were: Eric Japsen- State Watershed Achievemen! Award; Charles Thie-
Woodland Owner of the Year; Heckenberg- Ken Wagner Award; Bergman- O ling Soil and Water Ct
District Commissioner; Tami Plein- Teacher Division Il of the lowa Soil Conservation Awards program.
-MISS Quad EQIP signup began April 19 and ended April 30.
~John White's, SC, last day was April 23.
-NRCS office completed Service &‘mev Training April 13-15 al Starr's Cave Nature Center.
M;Maﬂm participated in the Corse school outdoor class,oom April 22-23.

y
-Martin presented Jennifer Dumas with a $150 scholarship May 12 at Burfington High School Awards Assem
~The District hosted a Toxic Clean Up Day at SCC on M;G L Ayl bl
-NRCS office had a Civil Rights review with the NRCS Regional office from Madison, Wi May 11.
-Grimes atlended a stale employees meeting in Des Moines May 18-20.
-Four applications form Des Moines County were approved with MISS Quad EQIP funds
-The District donated trees and shrubs that were planted at West Burlington High School on May 21. Approximately 20
!VBHS students planted the trees to develop an outdoor classroom.
une
~Troy Bisgard started as a Soil Conservation Aide on June 14
-Martin aftended a regional NOPBNRCSE meeting in Indiana on June 16-18,
9 l-Doekendom and Heckenberg were appointed to conduct an annual audit of the District books.
uly
-Debra Hunt started as Soil Conservationist on July 6.
-A field day was held on July 10 for the projects being completed along Flint Creek; The District sponsored two of
these projects with an EPA granl.
A »Faulr applications from Des Moines County were approved for Wildiife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) funds.
ugus!
-Bisgard's last day was August 10.
-Heckenberg was appointed to the count Zommi‘Task Force Advisory Board.
-The District submitted Charles and gonnie lealey of Danville as local representatives for the Conservation

5 farmer ceremony al the Farm Progress S|
o -‘l;hreae applications from Des Moines County were approved with Statewide EQIP funds.
eptember

~The District sponsored a booth at the Ag Expo held September 1 at Southeastern Community College.

~The lowa Soil Conservation Awards were presented lo Steve Coates, Dennis Pelersen, Everelt Tolt, Dwayne Wright
and Charles Thie at the A E?o on September 1. Also presented al the Ag Expo were the Gary Wagner Land
Stewardship Memorial Award to Richard and Carolyn Mapel and the Goodyear Cooperator of the Year lo Vin;v Massner.

-Martin attended Annual Conference in Des Moines Seplember 1 and 2. Bergman attended September 2.

-Charles and Connie Nealey received a conservation milestones print and fackel for
farm family for Des Moines County. They received the print and jackel at the

~The District donated $60 for teacher scholarships for the Food, Land & Pe

+The District received $4900 from NRCS/DNR/EPA/Pheasants Forever for part-time personnel fo promote buffer

strips.
Oc.q'blg Hogge started September 20 as a Soil Conservation Aide.
tol
-Martin and Grimes attended a DC/Secretary meeting in Washington on October 21.
No-Ths&is!rid received $25,000 Coop funds from NRCS for part-time personnel during FY2000.
vem
-A commissioner lour of an ag wasle structure and lerraces was completed on November 17, A dinner and meeting
was held at Yarmouth Cafe following the tour.
-A riparian tulfer was constructed on Dorothy Shanstrom's land along Flint Creek on November 13 by NRCS, Notre
Dame and Burlington High School students, Trees Forever, Boy Scouts and other volunteers.
~The District renewed the lowa Watersheds membership,
-A fund raising letter was mailed.
December
-Hunt gave presentations during the SCC Career Day on December 1.
-Dennis Pelersen was chosen as "Cooperator of the Year" for the ward,
A mwling with Corps of Engineers, NRCS, District, Geode RC&D, Drainage Districts and other partners was held on
December 14 at Starr's Cave for the Yellow Springs 206 project.
-The District made a $100 donation for a membership to 1000 Friends of lowa. : "
-The District received a $4300 watershed prolection development grant for planning of the Yellow Springs 206 project.
-Martin attended a national NOPBNRCSE meeting in Atlanta December 8-11.
-Martin attended the Conservation Ag Summit in Ames on December 7.

Earth Team Update 1

Volunteers are in integral part of the work that is completed by the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation
District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The Earth Team was formed in 1986 with a primary purpose o
use volunteer time, talent, and energy 1o help meet agency needs. 5

Over the past year, many volunteers have contributed valuable time to the office. Ten students from West Buriington
High School volunteered to schedule appointments for the Toxic Clean Up Day. A student from Southeastern Community
College completed an intemship by volunteering her time to help do surveying in the field. Burlington and Notre Dame
H4?h School students, Boy and Girl Scoul troops, Trees Forever and Flint Creek Advisory Board representatives all
volunteered time to plant a riparian buffer. There are many, many others who have also donafed time o the District.

Currently, the District is looking for someone to volunteer his or her lime 1o coordinale an educational program, The
volunteer would become a liaison between the District and Des Moines County schools. The program wil possbg
include outdoor classrooms, classroom visits, poster contests, distributing educational materials fo schools, and mu
more

If you are interested in volunteering your time, please contact the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation
District at 319-753-6221

being chosen as the conservation
annxmess Show on Seplember 29.

The Value of Trees

Debra Hunt, SC

Trees serve many purposes in an ecosystem. They provide homes for wildlife, provide aesthetic beauty, provide a
better environment for other plants, animals and humans, can be harvested as a crop or provide a fruit lo be harvested.
are there any trees on your land? .

Trees provide many benefits for a landowner and the surrounding wildlife, Take a look at any farmstead, up housing
development, most places of business. Trees are used extensively in landscaping, providing aesthetic beauty. Part of this
beauty s the wildife thal they afiract ) ' )

Trees provide protected nesting sites for birds, squirrels, bats and other smaller animals, while also &odvung a lood
source for these animals through their frut. Migrating animals also use Irees as a nesting site and food source, the
Monarch buue:ﬂr for example. Trees also provide a better environment for other animals and plants through their
shading effect. Along streams, the shade lowers the water lemperature, making the habitat more hospitable for ‘aquatic
wildlife.

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District has many connections with different
gvoé;g; inl:olvad with trees, :he«r and their maif Pes LI::Na!unl R-so:'ms
NRCS), lowa Department of Agriculture and Land ¥ 3 Natural .
!and Trees Forever are d»!leren(ggvoups most often working with the S&CD assisting landowners with establishment
conservation practices. Some of The practices are field and larmstead windbreaks, sheterbelts, lorested butfer
sirips and P:ree Plan(':la S. %zeral dlléerem pvogvamAs m& ,lm( gggrgsw%?rw& a.rlld Continuous P,
Reserve ram ( . Resource Enhancement lion . Wildiile Incentive Pmﬂll B
rglm vgvamém (TSI). Stop by our field office al 1104 Derek Lincoln Drive in West Burlington o find out about
ifities for your land.
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Mapels Receive Gary Wagner Memorial Award

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District presented Richard and Carolyn Mapel of Danville with
the Gary Wagner Memorial Land Stewardship Award during the Ag Expo held at SCC on Seplember 1.

Richard and Carolyn were chosen for the award because of the many wildlife benefits that have been established on
their farm, including a tree plantation, pond with nesting structures, prairies, and wildflower and native grass strips. The
Mapels are also active in conservation education and regularty host field trips of their prairies

ichard and Carolyn received a $250 cash award 1o be used towards a conservation o enhancement projedt and a
pla?ue recognizing their efforts,

he Gary Wagner Memorial Land Stewardship Award was developed by family and friends of Gary to honor his
memory and recognize his personal conservation eflorts and o encourage others 1o follow his example. The award is
given 10 individual: g a personal to the protection and enhancement of Des Moines County's
natural environment

To be eligible for the award, a nominee must own property in Des Moines County, show long-term dedication and
commitment to conservation and environment in the areas of wellands, woodlands, wildlife, prairies, conservation
awareness/education, and farming practices, and show to through personal
accomplishments, not professional work

For more information about the nomination process, please call the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation
District at 319-753-6221

Mushroom Growing Kits Available

Des Maines County Soil and Water Conservation District is offering a variety of mushroom growing kits for sale

Mushroom Pots™, produced by Gourmet Mushrooms Inc., allow you 1o grow mushrooms indoors easily in a 6°x6"
space. The mushroom kits avauabé include Shitake, Hericium, Sonoma Brown, Blue Oyster, and Golden Oyster,

Also available are morel mushroom habiat kits. Grown outdoors in an area as small as 4x4', one kit produces up to 10
pounds of morels in the second year

Call the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 319-753-6221 for a free brochure, The brochure
also fealures ground covers, grapevines, Irees, bat and butterfly houses, strawberry plants, wildflower seeds, and much
more.

Volunteers Construct Riparian Buffer

On November 13, a crew of approximalely 60 volunteers planted 10,000 silver maple, green ash, black walnut and
burr oak trees along Flint Creek ;pgrank!m Township to construct a riparian buffer

The project began when Dorothy Shanstrom was approved for 20 acres of riparian buffer along Flint Creek through the
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.

A riparian buffer is a zone consisting of trees, shrubs and grass along a body of water. The buffer filters sediment and
pollutants entering the water. A riparian buffer also benefits wildlife habitat

Brian Gall, Notre Dame High School student, coordinated the project with assistance from JB Martin, District
Conservationist of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Jay Maier, Geode Forester

Among those helping with the riparian buffer were members of local Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, Burlington and
Notre Dame High School Ecology Clubs, BHS Student Council, Trees Forever, and Flint Creek Walecnxgj lity committee.

Help Protect Natural Resources
Are you interesled in having a positive impact on Des Moines County and lowa's land and people? Would you like to
spend more lime aducam'? the public about the environment? If so, you should consider becoming an Assistant
Commissioner for the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Soil & Water Conservation District
54th Annual Report

Revolving Fund Account
Expenditures and faceipls of Des Moines SWCD checking account from July 1, 1998-
June 30, 1999

Balance on hand, July 1, 1898

Assistant Commissioners are voluntary promoters in our county who soil and water
and programs by assisting the governing body with projects such as tours, contests and educational activities.
Assistant Commissioners are appoinled on a yearly basis and act as advisors for the District board. They can come
from anywhere in the county, rural or urban.
For more information, contact the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation office at 319-753-6221

practices

District Donates Scholarship
The Des Moines County Soil and Waler Conservation District donaled $500 1o the Tri-State Agricultural Education
Foundation for the 1999-2000 school year.

$2,908.08
Receipls
Miscellaneous Sales $44.00
Dues Reimbursement 575.00
State Reimbursement 225380
Brochure Commission 138.81
Carbon Slorage Survey £600.00
EPA Grant 1224464
Interest 2414
$15,890.39
Expenses
i CDI Dues $600.00
NACD Dues 550,00
Awards, Frames, Memorials 160.12
DI Scholarship 150.00
Printing Charges 150.00
Commissioner Travel 659.83
Supplies & Postage 909.51
Subsctiplions/Memberships 9497
Checking Account Service Charge 12,00
Tri-State Education Scholarship 500.00
Booth & Expanses 338,33
EPA Grant 1224464
$16,369.40
Balance on hand, June 30, 1999 $2,420.07
District Accomplishments
July 1, 1998 - June 30, 1999
Amount Unit
New District Cooperators on 812 acres 12 No.
Individuals or Groups Assisted 830 No.
Individuals or Groups Applying Practices 133 No.
Grassed walerways/Criical Areas Established 16 Acres
Teraces Const 20,750 Ft
Water & Sediment Conlrol Basin Constructed 8 No.
Woodland Improvement 86 Acres
Tree Plantings Compleled 3 Acres
Wildiife Habitat Management 2313 Acres
L d Outlet Instalied 12,679 Ft.
CRP Established 1,287 Actes
Riparian Forest Buffers Established 52 Acres
Filter Strips Established 637 Acres
Shallow Water Areas Eslablished 86 Acres
Grade Stabilization Structures Constructed 2 No
CRP Conlracts Compleled 13 No.
EQIP Conlracts Completed 7 No.
WHIP Contracts Compleled 4 No

The Foundation was established to assist students enrolled in it
Colleﬂe in West Burlinglon

Other organizations who made contributions towards the 1993-2000 scholarship fund were American Cyanamid, Bank
of Stronghurst, Country Cars Il, Des Moines County Farm Bureau, Farmers & Merchants Bank, Griffin LLC, Querna

, Raritan State Bank, and Twomey Company.

Tri-Stale Agriculture Education Foundation scholarship recipients for 1999-2000 are Joe Bergmeier, Cory Steele, TJ
Stevenson, Tr?cy Vorwerk, Rob Steiner, Michael Graham, Ryan Porter, Byron Buffinglon, Jeremy Meyer, Vewn Snyer,
and Jesse Harl

programs at

Flint Creek Projects Funded Through Grant

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored two floodplain restoration projects along Flint
Creek during 1999. The projects were completed with funding through a grant from the US Environmental Protection
Agonaé. the USDA Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), USDA Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP),
Trees Forever and donations from area businesses and organizations.

In partnership with the District, Eric Japsen, Project Manager, organized the effort to acquire the Flint River lowa
Stream Buffer Effort grant. Eric works al Geode Rc&b as a Fisheries and Wildiife Biologist.

The first site was on Robert Yaeger's property in Pleasant Grove Township. The project included three acres of trees
and shrubs planted 10 a riparian buffer. A three acre wetland was also installed in the floodplain of the Flint River
Additionally, two stream bank siretches, lotaling about 500 linear feet, were stabilized using riprap and soil
bicengineering methods. Surrounding the riparian and wetland acres are about six acres of switchgrass filter strips. The
Yaeger site was also chosen as a 1939 Trees Forever lowa Buffer Initiative Demonstration Site,

second location was a 300 fool strelch of severely eroded stream bank on Richard Osborn's property. The stream

bank was restored using riprap at the loe of the stream and soil bioengineering methods on the upper banks. A warm

éeas:n switchgrass seeding was reinforced on the lop bench to provide a buffer strip between the crop field and Flint
ree

The Des Moines County SWCD would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time on these projects. Their

ion was | in these projects. Approximately 38 volunteers helped Project Manager Eric
Japsen with the planting of irees, shrubs, and willows, seeding of grasses and placing mulch around the trees. Al a field
day held on Saturday, July 10, five natural resources and conservation professionals donaled their time 1o be involved in
presentations

Also needing lo be thanked are participants who donated materials for the projects, Those included Des Moines
County Roads Department (concrete rubble), Quick Supply (erosion control blankets), Merschman Seed (grass seed),
and Burlington Trees Forever (willow stakes).

Partners on this project included Trees Forever, Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, ISU Extension, Burlington and West Burlington High School students, Pheasants Forever, Des Moines County
Conservation Board, Fiint Creek Advisory Board, Geode Resource C and D , lowa of
Natural Resources, Flint River landowners Robert Yaeger, Jr. and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Osborn, and other contributors
and volunteer participants.

District Donates Trees for Outdoor Classroom

In 1999, the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District donated a wildiife package valued at $200 to the
West Burlington High School to develop an outdoor classroom.

The wildiife package consisted of 25 trees and shrubs, 2-1/2 pounds of a New Zealand blend of grasses, tree and
shrub protectors, tree stakes, weed mats and staples, and nmn-par:me release fertilizer. The wildiife package contained
enough supplies to create an area about one-half acre

West Buriington High School science students and River Walchers club members designed the outdoor classtoom
and presented the design 1o the school board for approval. On May 21, the students completed the tree planting in the
designated area on the south side of the school

Assisting the students were WBHS teachers Tami Plein and Ann Schach, Des Moines County SWCD District
Commissioner Jeff Bergman, District Conservationist JB Martin and District Secretary Jamie Grimes.

Bergman Receives Award

District Commissioner Jeff Bergman received an award during the 53rd Annual Conference for being chosen as the
1999 Outstanding Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioner for Region 9. Region 9 consists of 13 counties in
southeast lowa.

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District submitted Jeff's name for this award based on the
contributions he has made to the District and lowa's many soil and water conservation rograms. Jeff was elected a
District Commissioner in 1992, after serving as an Assistant Commissioner for five years Ele 15 very active in numerous
committees of the District and has served as a team member of a state commitiee ﬁ marketing and slralegic planning.
Jeff has been the Chairperson for the District since 1935 and also serves as the co-treasurer for the District

Along with volunteering his time on the District board, Jeff is the Des Moines County Conservation Director, He and
his wife Jan also maintain a tree farm on Mississippi River bottom land backwater slough area and ten acres of upland
woodland and prairie.

Community _

Tami Plein receives an award for Quistanding Conservation Teacher from Jerry
Perkins, Des Moines Register Farm Editor, and Duane Toomsen, lowa Conservation
Education Council.

Plein Reco%mzed As Outstanding Teacher

Wes! Burfingion Jr/Sr High School Science Teacher Tami Plein received an award for
Outstanding Conservation Teacher Grades 7-12 during the 1999 Conservation Districts of
lowa 53rd Annual Conlerence

The purpose of the award is 1o recognize leachers who are perlorming outstanding
service in creating public awareness of the need lo safeguard our heritage of natural and
human resources. The award is sponsored by the Conservation Districts of lowa, State Soil
Conservation Committee. Iowasg:ym Bureau Federalion, lowa Conservation Education
Council, Nalural Resources Conservation Service and the Des Moines Register.

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District nominafed Tami for this
award for many reasons, including her techniques of teaching conservation education b
using concepts tied to students' daily routines. She also founded the River Watchers Cl
and gets her students involved with Flint Creek water quality testing.

Soil & Water Conservation
District Scholarship
Recipient

Jenniler Dumas “of Burlington was
chosen as the 1999 recipient of the Des
Moines County Soil and Water
Conservation District scholarship. This
scholarship is sponsored in conjunction with
the Conservation Districts of lowa (CDI) and
CDI Auxiliary.

Jennifer was chosen from the
applications received from seniors.
throughout the county. Criteria considered
in judging the applications included M
scholastic achievement, need and
leadership which includes service, character
and self-molivation I

Jenniler graduated from Burlington High
School and s currently attending college at
Southeastern Community College. She is
\he daughter of Wiliam and Shen Dumas.

Local Farmers & Landowners Honored With
Conservation Awards

The Des Moines County Soil and Water District Commissioners selected six local
farmers and landowners in 1999 as District winners for the lowa Sail Conservation Awards
Program and other awards.

Steve Coales, Mediapolis, was chosen as the winner in Division |ll for becoming a new
soil conservation district cooperator after January 1, 1998. Steve was selected based on
lree p\]nnn?s he has completed on his ground in Huron Township.

Everett Toft, New London, and Dwayne Wright, New London, were selected as winners.
In Division II. This division is for tenant operaled farms on which the best conservation

rogram has been established and maintained by the lenant and the landlord. Everett and
E‘wayne were selected for the establishment of terraces, a farm pond, CRP, and farming
practices to control soil erosion on Everett's farm in Pleasant Grove Township.

Dennis Petersen, Mediapolis, was selected as winner in Division |. This division is for
owner-operated farms on'which the owner-operator has established and mainfained the
most complele conservalion program. Dennis was chosen because of his extensive timber
management, tree plantings, and CRP in Benlon Township

Additionally, the District chose Charles Thie, Burfington, as a local winner of the
Woodland Owner of the Year award. Charles owns approximalely 100 acres on which he [P
has established many tree plantations.

Another award presented was the Goodyear/NACD Conservation Award Cooperator of
the Year. Virgil Massner ol Mediapolis received this award for all the conservation work B
and efforts on his land

Community Coilege on September 1, 1999,

The awards were prasented during the lowallinois Ag Expo al Southeaslern winrer ey mrmieoubolls, was the 1ocal Award vinners for 1999 are Charles Thie,

Petersen, Virgil Massner and Dwayne

RESIDENTIAL &

COMMERCIAL
* Landscape Design
& Installation
= Sprinkler Systems
* Retaining Walls
» Brick Paver Patios,

3 & 7 Sidewalks
Landicape. Nursery & Goeswhonse » Shade Trees
18876 111th Ave,, Sperry, IA _* Tree Moving

* Seeding, Soddin:
319-985-2102 S g

LU TROD

NoT Proias

BURIINGTON

Bank and Trust

Carhartt ¢

Original Equipment for the Amorican Worker™ V&

We offer Great Prices, Selection & Service!

[ Sizes: 6 months to 6 XL. ]

JONES COMPANY

202 Broadway, West Buinglon Across fom e hest Butogon Post Office)

CENEX

&9 LAND O LAKES

Phone: 319-753-6889

11723 Sperry Rd., Sperry, IA
(319) 985-2161

Geode Resource Conservation
& Development, Inc.

Develops initiatives that enhance
and protect our areays natural
resources and rural communities

3002A Winegard Dr., Burlington, 1A
319-752-6395

3002 A., Winegard Dr. « Burlington, IA « 319-753-5355

Value Green

Lawn Care

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Fentifigen, Weed Coubrol. Aenation & Ware

Bank With Us
“Your J\/eigkbov‘s & Friends : :
Mediapolis
Savings

Bank
394-3191

of Con Agra

419 Wapello St. North + Mediapoli
(319) 394-3731 » 800-553-2080

FARMERS &
MERCHANTS

BANK & TRUST
Symbol of Financial

BANK & TRUST  Strengthand Stabilty

Five locations o serve you: Oakvile 313-766-4151
8 Jeflrson (Main Bank) 319-752-3661 + 1600 Osbom.
*4th & Valley (Orive-In) « Faitway Center FOIC

H&S Farm
Supply Inc.
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