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Boehm is 2005 Woodland Owner o 
When you pau'e to take a look 

around at thickets of umber falling 
down the mountainous h1lls sur­
rou ndtng Eric Boehm\ farmhouse 
a couple m1leS>outh of Wadena, it's 
hard to believe you're still in Iowa. 

It looks more like a snapshot 
taken tn Alaska or Wyomtng, and 
Boe~m wants to be sure hts SIX 

}ear old daughter, Allison. gets 
to see the .arne images when she 
grows old one da}. 

·Wc\e lived here for 30 years. 
and it never lthes its newne~~ ... says 
Boehm as he and Allison hop tn the 
p1ckup tor dO escape out to the tree 
farm jult on the other Stdt- of Brush 
Creek from his hou. e 

Boehm has 271 acres nt wood­
land that has hcen under a wntten 
management plan smce JQQ3. He 
ronk o\er the Jamd) farm in the 
late 1'.180s. In 2005, Boehm "'" 
recngn\lCd as Woodland Owner of 
the Year hy the raycttc County Sml 
and Water Conservation District 
for his leaMrsh1p 1n forest conser­
vation and management. 

Aside lmm nperdtlng a bull­
dozer and trud: for a construction 
compan} in northea"t lnwa. Boehm 
is chatrman of the Payette Count} 
Con,ervat on Board . He"s been 3<.> 

ti\e tn fore t manaEt'ment through· 
out the .,;ounty and on his o\\O 

land. leadrng the w.1y by example 
and en,ouragm£ others to pr .. u.:tice 

good forest management. 
In 199.1, he completed a select 

harvest on 40 acres (27 M BF), and 
made sales ot mature walnut m 
2004 He direct seeded five acres 
in 2000, and four and a halt acres 
of Riparian Buffer in 2004. Last 
spnng, o,·er fiw acres were planted 
to bottom land hardwoods. 

In the fall of 2004, he protected 
five acres of direct seeded oak with 
wire cagt:s. 

Since 2000, Boehm and forest­
er consultant Mark Webb. Decorah, 
have completed lOll acres of weed 
tree remo\al thank~ to a timber 
stand remo,al program. 

Developing a health), diverse 
forest is just one "-'pect of Boehm\ 
passoon for h" land. Brush Creek 
is the heating heart of ht> larm, 
and improving water qual it) rortht: 
.!<.maJimouth ba'i5 In the '-·reck 1s one 
of Boelun•s 1na1n 11\l..:"r\.:-.t 

.. People arc !'\Urpric;.c. I when 
they see so many small mouth bass 
tn Brush Creek," says Boehm, ''be­
cause the Volga Ri,er is so well 
known for Its baS\. Thts creek has 
bass too." 

He's completed numerous np 
rap proje<ts follow tng maJor nuod­
ing in 1999, when the neek dts· 
appeared lrom II origtnal banks 
\\ ithin hts farm ..tnd relocated to a 

nearby northcrnly l<l<.'atton. 
Boehm recently entered 1nto 

Fayette SWCD Applies for 
Development Grant on Otter 
and Nutting Creeks 
By: Carrie DaVIS 

The Payette Soil and Water 
Conservation DIStrict has recently 
applied for a Watershed Protection 
Fund Development Grant for Ot­
ter and Nutting Creeks in Fa}ette 
County. Nutting Creek is listed on 
EPA'; 303d Lt>t of Impaired Wa­
ters wh1le Otter Creek IS classified 
as a coldwater, h1gh quality stream. 
This means that Otter Creek IS a 
stream in which recreational or 
other habitat characteristics are 
suitable for the maintenance of 
a wide variety of cold water spe­
cies, including non-reproductive 

populations of trout and as octated 
aquatic communuie,. 

The purpose of these grants are 
to a"ist Soil and Water Conserva­
tion Di~trich 10 the development 
of eftcctl\e \\ilh:r qualtt} proJects 
designed to impro,clprotcct our 
State's water resources. If funded 
the District plans to usc the fund 
ing to complete watershed assess· 
ments, gather background In for­
mation, and conduct stakeholder 
surveys on both Nutting and Otter 
Creeks to determine the feas1b1lity 
of a watershed project on one or 
both these streams. 

and Allison, one of 125 caged oaks Boehm planted three 
years ago. Boehm was recognized as Woodland Owner of the Year by the Fayette County Soil 
and Water Conservation District in 2005 for his leadership in forest conservation and management 
an agreement \\lth the National 
rish and Wildlife Servtce to place 
a cons.ervatton ea,~ment on an al­
g1lic slope located on the farm 

r he cons.er\'atinni\t has abo 
planted over 10 acres ol native 
pra1ri(!' gru es and wih.lflm,er!'\ in 

hts farm. Managed under a mul 
ttpk u,e concept deer hunting 

and mushroom hunttng as well as 
h1ktng is practiced withtn the tree 
farm. 

Boehm l..fcdth other area 
woodland owners, such as Dick 
Jcm.cn of rural We't llnion, for the 
progrcs ... the count) ha' made in 
..:om.enation. He \~cs his \\.'ood· 
land Owner of the Year Award not 

as a glorified sense of accomplish­
ment, but as a way of providing an 
example for other woodland own­
ers to practtce good forest manage­
ment. His farm south of Wadena 
ha\ become a model cnn ... ervation 
farm. and he not only promotes 
conservation verbally. but with his 
accomplishments. 

--------------------~--~------~---

NRCS welcomes new Area Conservationist, AI Ehley 

As a new comer to north ea t 
Iowa, I am pleased to have the op­
portunity to W<·rk w1th Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts and 
NRCS Field Offices in their efforts 

to control soil erosion and imprm,.e menrs to mamtam good conserva· 
water quality. North east Iowa has tton on their land. I like the motto 
a long and well kno\\ n reputation used with CSP. "Rewards the Best, 
to use a wide variety of consena· 
tion pracuces to control erosion 
and matntatn a quality en\lron· 
mont. As I dri\e the highways and 
batk roads of thts area. I can see 
the applicatton of pa~t con!'\crvation 
practices and how they ha\e been 
matd1ed with the natural rolling 
landscape 

One way the NRCS ts rccog­
nll.ing farmers for thetr past efforts 
to control so1l eroston are with the 
Con;ervation Security Program. 
commonly called CSP. D1 ffe rent 
watersheds across the nation are 
bemg selected for enroll ment 1nto 
CSP Farmers within those water­
sheds can develop a contract with 
NRCS and receive annual oav-

Motivates the Rest" That '"Y' 11 

all. 
NRCS continues to support 

traditional conservation programs 
such as EQIP. CRP. and WRP. I 
encourage }OU to vistt your loL:al 
\J RCS 1nd SWCD Office for more 
intt,rmo.1tion on these and oth~r 

ronst:n.Jti(lfl programs. 
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Brad and Lynn Struve are District and 
Regional Conservation Owner Award Winners 

If you take care of the land, 
the land will take care of you is a 
philosophy Brad Struve believes 
in. "Conservation is the key in 
preserving the land for future 
generation," states Struve. He 
uses many strategies in practicing 
conservation on his family farm. 
Struve moved to the 160 acre 
farm outside of Maynard 49 years 
ago. As a boy, he helped his father, 
Orland. with farming and milking 
chores. In 1973, after graduating 
from high school at Maynard, he 
started renting land from neigh­
bors to farm. In 1977, he took over 
the responsibilities of the family 
farm. Today, he shares these same 
duties with his son Shane. This 
year they rented an additional 100 
acres from neighbor, Dale Rueber. 
Dale knew that Share wanted to 
farm and Dale was willing to give 
him a start in farming. Struve adds 
that he has been blessed with great 
neighbors and friends. 

The Struve family pictured above (left-right). Front row: Kylie and 
Lynn. /:Jack row Shane and Brad. 

Shane (left) and Brad (right) Struve stand in front of contour 
strips in their field. 

The Struve's farmstead is very 
well kept. They have a five and one 

half acre wildlife plot in the north­
west corner of the farm in which 
they planted 6,700 trees. These 
trees stand twenty foot high and 
have good ground cover for wild­
life. In 2003, the Struve's planted 
trees on the west side of the house 
to provide a windbreak to reduce 
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Bixby Biomass (Corn) 
Heating System 
• More heat per dollar 
• Pure com burner, no need for 

special bum additives 
• Low ash output (combustion 

efficiency: 99.7%) 

Benefits of biomass fuel 
• Mitigates climate change 
• Reduces acid rain, soil 

erosion and water pollution 
• Slows landfill growth 
• Provides wildlife habttat 
Biomass is the logical 
alternative fuel of the future. 

Appliance ~ft'l.:lt1>"' 1\llEPE.\llE\CE 

423 S Fredelick • Oelwein· 319-283-3372 
• 319-334-7066 

Mon-Fn 9-7 
Sat 9-3 

wind and snow drifting. 
In t984, Brad installed 10,550 

feet of narrow base terraces that 
have a good stand of bromegrass 
and are free of weeds and trees. 
Brad's main reason for terracing 
is to control soil erosion. In 2001, 
Brad put in 6.4 acres of buffer 
strips along the creek. The reason 
he installed these strips were to til-

ter the runoff and also for wildlife. 
In 2004, Brad installed more filter 
strips and added contour buffer 
strips to reduce soil erosion on the 
acres that were not terraced. 

Brad and his wife, Lynn have 
two children, Kylie and Shane. 
Lynn is a nurse for the Covenant 
Clinic in Oelwein. Kylie is a grad-

The creation of a 
thousand forests 

water conservationists, foresters, and farmers. Our 
narural resources arc a currency, once completely 

spent, will reap no further reward. Your efforts help 

insure a prosperous and productive future for us all. 

First State Bank's loan officers, Kevin Cr.>nvcrsc 

(seated) and Richard Shonlcy, arc ready to discuss 

loan options a\'ailable for your home, farm or 

conservation efforts. Set up an appoinm1ent today. 

uate of UNI and is a fifth grade 
teacher at Sacred Heart Elemen­
tary School in Monticello. Shane 
attends NICC for Agriculture 
Technology, works part time for 
Nabholz Farm and part ttmc farm· 
ing at home. The Struve famtly 
enjoys spendmg time with fnend\ 
and working outside 

106 W 1st St. , Sumner 
(563) 578-3312 or 

Member FDIC 

"Helping your dreams come true" 

Toll Free 866-578-3314 

200 S. Main, Fayette 
(563) 425-3395 or 
Toll Free 866-578-0008 

www.fsbsumner.com 
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Aylsworth is lzaak Walton League Windbreak winner in 2006 
After growing up in Wadena, 

having spent many days as a kid 
playi ng in the Volga River and 
hunting in the woods that sur­
round the town. Ron Aylsworth 
couldn't have been happier when 
he bought a 12- 1/2 acre farmstead 
on the south side of town in 1996. 

He and his wife, Beth, found a 
house in Manchester, and moved it 
to a new foundatton on Mill Street 
JUSt south of the rover For a man 
who move~ houses for a ltving. it 
hardly seemed hke a difficult task 
for Ron. Aybworth has the same 
motivation for establishing new 
habitat and wind protection for 
area '"ldlife, the land he lives on, 
and his famtly. 

Stnce 1997, Aylsworth has 
planted around 2,800 trees on the 
property, Including a 400' x 60' 
windbreak that runs along the high­
way south coming out of Wadena, 
and east along the Volga River. 
Th" year, he's been rewarded for 
his hard work and commitment 

Ron Aylsworth 's farm has about 2,800 trees planted as windbreaks five to eight years ago. The windbreak consists of Amur Maple, 
Highbush Cranberry, White Cedar, Blue Spruce and Norway Spruce. 

by being named the lzaak Walton 
League Windbreak Award wi nner 
for 2005. 

'There wasn't a tree on the 
place when I bought it," says Ayls-

Jay's Automotivei 
Jay Schwamman, Owner 

PH 563-422·5233 • CELL 563·380·9997 
902 Hwy. 150 South, West Union ~ 

For all your automotive needs, including: 
TIR E S - TIRES- TIRES 

worth. Today, his house is nearly 
hidden from ,he h;ohway by a 1-
1/2 acre wi ndbreak, thick with 
one row each of Amur Maple and 
Highbush Cranberry, and two rows 
each of White Cedar and Blue and 
Norway Spruce, all now between 
five and eight years of age. 

The windbreak runs along the 
road 50 feet from the front side of 
1he Aylsworth house. which faces 
west, and 50 feet from the north 
~ide of the house. running along 
the river. 

He's also built a large pond 
that sits on the east side of his 
house, stocked with catfish, bass 

and bluegill, and he's even stocked 
his nearby neighbor's meadow 
with pheasant and quail. While 
living just inside of city limits 
keeps the Aylsworth family from 
hunting near their home, they also 
own a 250-acre farm a few miles 
south east of town , where his 14 
year old daughter. Ashley. recently 
shot her first buck. 

Back at the homestead, Ron 
has seen a more than steady popu­
lation of wildlife make use of the 
new habitat along the highway 
and the river south of town. Aside 
from his windbreak, his planted 
a mixed bag of walnut, oak, ash, 

Postville Farmers 
Co-Op Societv 

(563) 864-7234 

"We want to earn YOUR business" 

pine, lilac and spruce. 
"We just keep building as we 

go," he says, "adding a few more 
here and there." 

Aylsworth credits the trees 
for not only providing habitat for 
wildlife, but for cleaning out the 
river basin near his home and stop­
ping erosion along us banks. He's 
planted numerous Swamp Oak 
near the water's edge. 

"You have to plant the trees 
where they'll grow the bc!-.1," he 

says. Much of his time in the 
woods is spent "chopping out 
the bad trees," providing proper 
space for growth of the younger 
additions. There's also spraying. 
mowing and mulching to be done 
around new plants. Some are eat­
en by deer. some die. but the Ayls­
worth family golden lab seems to 
keep most predator. away. 

Ron says he's fortunate enough 
to have a friend who worb for the 
FSA. who's helped him find his 
trees. and he's gotten some help 
from Pheasants Forever. Although 
he's never set a specific goal for 
Ius wmdbreak or woodlands, you 
can pretty much count on the fact 
that Aylsworth isn't done planting 
trees. 

"I do it for privacy. and I do 
It for the land." he says. "It's just 
something I enjoy doing." He's 
passed his love for nature on to his 
kids. and that tradition is a b1g rca 
son he enJoys life on the south edge 
Wadena, and in northeast Iowa. 

"I think Fayette County has 
done a great job maintaining and 
preserving our woods. and with 
prairie restoration," Aylsworth 
says. "It's great to see people 
lookmg towards the future. 
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/SU Extension and the Fayette SWCD sponsor No-Till 
Advantage Field Day held at the Collin Jensen farm 
Farmers from as far away as Holy 
Cross, Nashua, and Allison joined 
between 75-100 people attending 
the No-Till Advantage Field Day 
held June 28 on the Jensen Farm 
near West Union Host Collin 
Jensen explamed how h1s no-till 
operatiOn uses less than gal­
lon of diesel fuel per acre from 
plantmg to harvest and cuts labor 
cost to .6 hour per acre. In addi­
tion machinery cost savings from 
eliminating tillage passes adds up 
to over $ 14.50 per acre. In addi­
tiOn, Jensen's system leaves nea rly 
a ll crop residue attached to the soil 
and, as a result . does not fl oat off 
the field and fill cou nty road cul­
verts and ditches after heavy rain­
fall. Valuable top soil also stops 
where it belongs-- in the field. 

:--

Jensen 's no-till system leaves corn residue attached to the soil. 
Attached residue stays where it belongs --in the field and not in 
county ditches and culverts. 

systems, no-till soybean profit is 
also higher. 

Conservationist encouraged farm­
ers to take advantage of the cost­
share payment for trying no-till. 
Muff also encouraged farmers to 
switch to no-till because of the 
advantages related to qualifying 
for the Conservation Security Pro­
gram 

Chad Ingels, ISU Nutrient 

Dick Jensen, Chair of the Fayette Coil & Water Conservation 
District, is shown inspecting Collin Jensen 's 24-row, 20" row 
spacing No-Till planter that was on display at the No-Till Advan­
tage Field Day. 
Management Specialist explai ned 
how late spring nitrate and fall 
sta lk testing fine tune nitrogen ap­
plication rates and can reduce ni­
trogen over application. Actual soil 
tests for the field day site showed 
adequate nitrogen amounts. 
The field day was sponsored by 
ISU Extension and the Fayette 

County Soi l & Water Conservation 
District. Persons unable to attend 
the meeting may receive a copy 
of the information handed out by 
contacting Dan Burkhart, Fayette 
County Extension Education DI­
rector, at 201 East Clark 111 Fayette 
or by calling 563-425-3331. 

Brian Lang, ISU Crop Field 
Specialist summarized long term 
ISU research that shows that even 
though corn yields are on an aver­
age 5% less than in a chisel plow 
s.y;aem, reduction in costs gives 
no-till the advantage in higher 
profit per acre. Because research 
shows that soybean yields are es­
sentially the same in a ll tillage 

Mark Licht, ISU Agronomist 
reported that long term use of no­
till systems has shown increased 
soil organic matter and improves 
soil tilth, textu re and internal 
drainage. Mark also gave an up­
date on the sale of carbon c red­
its and how it varies around the 
world. 

Jerry Muff. Fayette District 

Easton's 
Water Conditioning 

is proud to support A+ 
You don't have to pay a lot for 

Great Yields! 
County Corn Grower Plot Yields 
Delaware ............... 6108 ....... 2nd ......... 192 bu/ac 

Call Easton 's to improve the 
quality of your water used 
on your farm, in your home 

soil and water conservation 
efforts in 

FayeHe County and 
surrounding counties. and at your business. 

tgstorrs 1-800-7 45-5883 
610 Central WEST UNION 422·5883 

Doug Easton 
Your Certified Water 
Specialist Lv. 4 WATER CONDITIONING 

Don Rausch & Sons 

PoniG • Terrsee 
Site Preparation 

Cratllng • Excaflatlng 

Construction 
can cake care of your on-the-farm 

construction needs . We are also 

proud to assist in the efforts 

toward proper soil conservation and 

protecting our resources for the future. 

Call for more information on 
hon \ e can help :you. 

563-534-7356 
Fort Atkinson 

SEEDS 
CORN ALFALFA SOYBEANS 

Delaware .............. .X51 05 ..... 5th ......... 184 bu/ac 
Buchanan .. .... ........ X5105 ..... 5th ......... 195 bu/ac 
Bob Halverson ..... .X5105 ..... 1st... ...... 223 bu/ac 
Jerry Cole .............. X5105 ..... 1st... ...... 228 bu/ac 

Protecting 
Your Investment 

Celebrating 129 Years of Serrict 
to Northeast Iowa! 



Contour buffers control 
erosjon and create wUdUfe 
on the Hughes farm 

T he year 2004 was a year of 
extensive soil erosion due to nu­
merous hard rains during the early 
part of the growing season when 
there was little crop canopy cover. 
Howard Hughes of rural Hawkeye 
mstalled contour buffer strips and 
gras;ed waterways m the spnng of 
2005 to reduce the erosive damage 
from these intense rains. Hughes 
stated that these pract 1ces should do 
a good JOb of protecting the land. 
These practices haven't been put to 
the test yet because 2005 wasn't a 
year of severe rainstorms. 

Contour buffer strips are nar­
row strips of grass alternating with 
.vider crop strips on the contour 
which is a I me of level. These re­
duce eroSion by slowing the runoff 
from the fields. The contour grass 
stnps can be enrolled in CRP or 
hayed Hughes uses a 12 row 
planter m planting the crop strips. 

Hughes \lated that creating 
1\llulilc habitat '"" his second 
reason fnr instal1ing contour buf­
kr stnps. Swn~..:hgrass \\3S plant­
eo 111 some areas and brome and 
red do\t:r 111 [)(hers to create more 

mstalled on the Hughes farm. 
They will reduce gully ero ion 
where water concentrates in fields. 
A shaped crossable channel is con­
structed and seeded to a sod form­
mg grass such as brome. Hughes 
said the seed1ng on the waterways 
has been established. Having a 
good thick grass e"ablishment on 
waterways is essential for them to 
work nght. Mamtain your water­
ways by: mowing them periodical­
ly, repair minor damage promptly, 
and don't plant crops parallel to 
them as water may not reach the 
waterway. 

New contour buffer strips and 
grassed waterways are eligible for 
cost-sharing through the continu­
ous CR P (CCR P) and other pro­
grams. Practice enrol led in CRP 
may receive up to 90% to install 
the practices and will receive an 
annual CRP rental payment based 
on the top three soil types in the 
eligible area ($77-$206). The 
CRP contracts are 10-15 year con­
tracts. If you are mterested m the 
con !I nuous CR P program, contact 
the NRCS Field Office at (563) 

diverse C()VCr 422-3868 X1. 
Grassed waterways were also 

Make your farm 
insurance a 
perfect fit ... 

... It's an easy step to take! 
Call our. office today to review 

your coverages. 

Your farming operation changes constantly. 
Make sure your policy is up to date. Don't pay for 
more than necessary or for Jess than you need! 

FA/l'Y/JTUAL 
lMimsurance. 

Kelly & Miller 
Insurance 

144 S. Main, fa)elte 4254569 
Lisa Kelly • Lyle Miller 
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No-till systems save more than soil 
Dan Burkhart, Fayette County agement and han·e;t labor needs 2-2.5 gallons/acre. Fuel savmgs 
Extension Education Director will not change, but tillage labor are $6.50/acre (2.5 gallons ~ 

Robert Tigner, ISU Extension will. Tillage passes "ill cease. ISU $2.60/gallon) by keeptng the till-
Field Specialist/Farm Manage· Extension crop budget publication age machinery tn the shed. 
ment handed out a fact sheet at the FM-1712 shows that the tillage Ia- If a crop producer was using a 
No-till Advantage Field Day in bor reduction could be up to 0.60 50150 corn-soybean rotation. and 
June of 2005. It was called "No- hours/acre for corn and 0.9 hours using two tillage passes, the crop 
till Economics" I have updated the per acre for soybeans. A $10/hour production costs would drop by 
information in that fact sheet tore- labor rate would mean a labor cost $19/acre. A farmer ra1sing 1000 
fleet the large fuel pnce increases reduction of $6-91 acre. acres of corn and soybeans would 
we have had stnce that 11me As The second change w1ll be tn drop production costs by $19.000. 
you will see below. it does make a machinery costs. Corn produc- Tillage passes are expensive, not 
big difference. tion machinery costs. according to only from the machinery and fuel 

Several factor. are tnvolved in FM- 1712, are likely to drop by up costs, but from the labor as well. 
switching to no-t ill crop produc- to $12-14/acre. Soybean machtn- Most studies lookmg at farms 
tion. These factors are agronomic, ery costs may drop by $10-12/acre. tn the high profit segment find one 
machtnery selection, yield per- FM -17 12 al ready factors in fuel consistency. Those farms are be­
formance and economic. We will costs into total machinery costs. ing managed by someone who 
concentrate on the economic im- The fuel cost used in the calcula- does many things well: cost con­
pacts related to labor, machinery tion is $2.60/ gallon of diesel fuel. trol , yield, marketing, cap1tal uti­
and fuel. Planting, weed control (spraying), lization, tax minimization, and en-

A major economic factor that and harvest uses about 2-2.5 gal- terprise selection. No-till farming 
will change when shifting to no- Ions of diesel fuel /acre Primary systems can fit very well into the 
till is the labor requirement. Man- farms. 

NEW HOLLAND SP SERIES PLANTERS give you maximum control of seed depth and 
spacing for fast, uniform germination and increased yield potential. Ask a New Holland specialist about 
the features that allow you to run at h1gher ground speeds without compromtSfng performance: 

• Advanced Seed Metern• technology uses a larger 48-hole seed disc that tums more slowty for 
accurate seed placement even at htgher ground speeds. An InnovatiVe vacuum design handles 
seeds of all sizes and shapes. 

• Reid-proven row units use zero-indexed depth control to assure consistent placement for earlier, 
more even emergence. 

• Rugged, Innovative toolbar design allows you to easity convert to narrow transport position. 
• A bulk fill seed option on larger models allows for convenient, simplrfied filling. 

WHEN YOU'RE READY TO DO MORE, SP SERIES PLANTERS ARE 

READY TO HELR WE'RE READY TO HELP TOO. VISIT US SOON. --.. CNtCapital 

C200511fiAmlwic:IUC 

BAUMLER 
IMPLEMENT 

1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union 
(563) 422-3835 
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Thank you to area landowners 

'""'~~";l~l'$:~i for practicing water 
conservation. 

Make Gage & Gage your 
choice for on-farm 

Water Wells & Pumps 

Heatmg & Cooling 
Systems 

Geott1ennal Hcoting•Cooling•Hat Water 
Now is the perfect time to see 

Gage & Gage about upgrading your 
home's ex1sting heating system! 

609 Hwy 150 Soulh Well Union 
(563 422 5691 •1-aJ0-246-6691 



Fayette County Soil and Water District commissioners are pictured above. From left- Joyce Trotter, 
Bill Bennett, Will Ogle, Richard Jensen, Rod Marlatt, Deb Dessel, Paul Nuss and John Grafenberg. 

ELGIN f & f Hardware 
56

3-
42

6-
5144 PI b" H t· & El t . I FREE ESTIMATES Um Jng1 ea Jng eC fiCa 

TH FOREC ST CALLS FOR A SPII(E 
IN FOURTH QUARTER EARNINGS. 

'( k 'N tl I he WI :i0w )f Oj.i 
Ce fhr u 

STOP IN TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 
POSTVILLE IMPLEMENT, CO. 

12344 Hwy 18, Postville 563-864-3214 

NEVER STOP Dt~IVING. 

c.a..~c-. .. ______ ola..-~-0.0-~01-----

help 
heal 
the 
planet 

Support tl1e Fayette County 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District. We all share tlle 

benefits of cleaner water, air 

and eartll. But, we're also all 

responsible if our natural 

resources are spoiled by 

mismanagement and misuse. 

Do your part by supporting 

tlleSWCD. 

Steege 
PHHRffiHCY 

1\en Steege, RPH 
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Water quality improvement 
loans now available 

The Iowa ON R IS proud to 
introduce the Iowa Water Quality 
Loan Fund The Iowa Water Quali­
ty Loan Fund brings to Iowa a new 
source of low-cost financing for 
farmers and landowners, livestock 
producers, busmesses, homeown­
ers, commumty groups, watershed 
organizations, and others. 

How Does Non-Point Source 
Pollution Affect Water Quality? 

V;ater quality personally af­
fects everyone in Iowa. It affects 
our drinking water and our favor­
ite fishing and swimming spots. It 
affects our state's economic cli­
mate and quality of life. 

The threats to Iowa's water 
quality are real. One ot Iowa's 
largest sources of water quality 
problems is polluted runoff from 
agricultural operations, urban 
construction sites, madequate sep­
tic systems, and other areas. Since 
this "non-point source" pollution 
comes in many forms , 11 can be 
addressed through a wide variety 

of practices and technologies. If 
you have a non-point source wa­
ter quality project . we have a loan 
for you. More information can 
be found on the DNR websne at 
http ://www. iowadnr.com /water/ 
srf/index.html The Iowa Water 
Quality Loan Fund: 

Offers four programs to tar­
get Iowa's non-point source water 
quality problems and provide fi­
nancing to address them. 

Is ready when you are. Project 
and loan applications can be sub­
mined at any time during the year. 
and turnaround time is quick. 

Requires no cash up-front. 
Quick loan processing and friend­
ly loan repayment terms let you get 
your project done now. 

Gives you significant cost sav­
ings. Interest rates are well below 
other financing sources. 

Complements other funding 
sources. If you have a grant or oth­
er funding, you can use a loan to 
provide your share of the project. 

TRI LUMBER is proud to support and 
be affiliated with area farms and 
businesses that practice safer 
environmental practices, while 

preserving water, soil and air quality. 

Chuck & Marlys Bushman's 
new organic chicken 

building 

A TRI LUMBER CO 
1-563-422-3806 

103 Railroad St., West Union 
Let us needs! 
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CRP Quail Buffer Now 
Available Statewide 
By Lisa Bahe, 
SWCD Conservation Specialist 

The Bobwhite Quad Buffer 
through the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CR P) has gone State­
wide. Native Bobwhite Quad 
populations have declined in Iowa 
over the past few decades. To i m­
prove quail and other song bird 
populations' field borders may be 
enrolled into CRP. 

from woody field edges. 

Eligible buffers are planted 
along the field borders of existing 
crop fields, preferably adjacent to 
woody cover. Widths can range 
from 30-120 feet. Planting con­
sists of native warm· season grass­
es, legumes, wildflowers, forbs . 
Limited tree and shrub plantings 
are optional. The buffer can not 
be used as turn rows or for storage 
of equipment. 

If interested sign-up soon at 
your local Farm Service Agency. 
Sign-up is limited to 20,000 acres 
in Iowa. The sign up will end when 
the 20.000 acres are enrolled or on 
December 31, 2007. This practice 
has a 50 percent cost-share with 
a 40 percent practice incentive 
payment for establishment costs. 
Also included is a sign-up bonus 
payment of $100/acre for the first 
year. 

Eligibility con ist of land that 
was cropped four out of the six 
years from 1996 to 2001. Alfalfa 
in a rotation may be considered a 
crop. Buffers enrolled will receive 
an annual rental payment and a 
ten year contract. Mid-contract 
management is required, such as 
disking, herbicide application, or 
prescribed burning. 

Employees, pictured from left: Jerry Muff, Lori Kohlmeyer, Carrie Davis, Lisa Bahe, Lavonne Koch 
and Jim Wolfe. Not pictured, Alan Crowe and Tom Sperfslage. 

Native quail populations have 
declined in Iowa due to urban­
ization , loss of native grasslands, 
intensive agriculture, and convert­

ing grassy fields to forests. The 
purpose of the buffer is to provide 
wildhfe food and nesting areas. 
As well as to reduce erosion, im­
prove water quality and generate 
income by moving crops away 

If you would like more 
information on this practice 
contact your local NRCS office. 
To learn more about the Bobwhite 
Quail's history, identification, 
hunting of quails and much more 
log onto the following website 
http://www.iowadnr.com/wi ldlife/ 
files/bobwhitequail.html. 

ONoRQfF ROAD 
'West Union Chevrolet, Buick, Pontiac 

bas you covered! 

Our lot is overflowing with value ... 
hard working trucks, full size and mini-vans, multi­
functional sport utilities, luxury sedans and economic 
compacts. Test drive one today! 

6 
evefy /i-1-·lle hi./- Aelps 

We're proud to support the 
Fayette County SWCD 

and encourage everyone 
to do their part In 

protecting Iowa's precious 
natural resources. 

Call Craig at: office 563422-3831 cell 563-380..0083 

Woodard Real Estate Co. 
114 S Vine- West Union (563) 422-3831 

BASICS 
Fredericksburg Farmers 
Cooperative salutes the soil and 
water conservation efforts of 
area farmers and landowners. 
From the use of no-til and low-til 
field management, to wetland 
preservation and the use of 
buffer strips, contouring and 
windbreaks to prevent soil loss. 
You 're helping Iowa's 
agriculture stay strong and 

~~~f~OO!i~~ competitive for years to come. 

Thank you for 
your hard work. 

FREDERICKSBURG 
FARMERS COOPERATIVE 

Fredencksbu'i · Hawk~ · Sumner · Fredenka · Bremer· lonta 
800-5t>2-8;s89 www.fburgcoop.com 



Success in 2006-Partnerships 
will be the key 
By State Conservationist Rich­
ard Van Klaveren, Iowa NRCS 

Each year brings new chal­
lenges and opportunities for the 
USDA-Natural Resources Conser­
vation Service and our cuslomers. 
Through our partnerships with 
farmers. Soi I and Water Conserva­
tion Districts. other conservation 
groups and government agencies. 
we worked together in 2005 to ex 
ceed expectations. Last year was a 
great example of what cooperation 
can accompli,h. In fact, the con­
servation partnersh ip helped Iowa 
NRCS exceed our goals-from 
applied comprehensive nutrient 
management plans to restored wet­
lands. 
Here are a few examples of our 
2005 accompli,hmems: 

2 million tons of reduced soi l 
ero5tion 

176 comprehensive nutnent 
management plans written 

1.2 million acres of cropland 
con!tervation plans written 

~ 

~~1-.n~:~i;~;b:~~~;~~;--·'JJ. ~:· 
t{. ~ !_l 1. ·; ., it 

These successes were realized 
while leading in the nation in CSP 
contracts and awarding more than 
$20 million in EQIP contracts­
for the second year in a row. Last 
year Iowa NRCS awarded I ,467 
EQIP contracts worth $21.6 mil­
lion . We also wrote nearly 2,000 
CSP contracts for 2005. National­
ly, one in every SIX CSP contracts 
in 2005 was awarded to an Iowa 
landowner or producer. 

This year will bring additional 
challenges, largely due to the bud­
get pressures created by Hurricane 
Katnna. Even before Katrina dev­
astated the Gulf Coast, our Chief. 
Bruce Knight , indicated the NRCS 
budget would be very tight. 

What does that mean to Iowa 
NRCS and our partners? Will we 
have money to do the cooperative 
and contribution agreements we 
did th1s past year? Will we add 
staff? Will we take on additional 
commitments? 

Chances are we will not. But 

BeHer for FayeHe County, 
BeHer for Iowa, 
SeHer for us all 

f~~~~~ 
& Elgin Motor Supply 

Elgin, Iowa (563) 426-5811 
TOLL FREE 800-328-7371 

bringing 
high 

·speed 
internet to 
your home 
or business 

m 
WILDBLUEw 

COMMUN ICATIONS 

WildBiue Satellite Speed Internet connects 
almost any computer In the U.S. at 
lightning-fast speeds for as little as $49.95 
per month. Surf up to 30 fimes foster than 
dial-up. No more dial-up delays. No more 
wo1tlng for high-speed internet to ornve in 
your town Contact Hawkeye Telelphone 
Co. for more Information. 

HAWKEYE TELEPHONE CO. 
115 West Ma;n, Box 250 
Hawkeye, lA 52147-0259 

563-427-3222 or 1-800-369-9131 

we will continue to help people 
help the land. 

No matter how the budget re­
solves itself, NRCS and our part­
ners will still help landowners 
solve their resource and program 
related issues. These are issues we 
won't resolve today, next week or 
even perhaps next year. Rather, 
they are long term conservation 
challenges and opportunities. 

The first of these is expiring 
CRP contacts and land use plan­
ning. Nearly 1.5 million acres of 
Iowa CRP contracts will expire 
by 2009, one-half of them in 2007 
alone. Despite USDA plans to offer 
extensions and renewals for many 
of those acres, we believe much of 
that land will revert to crop pro­
duction. The bottom line is many 
landowne, wi II make more mon­
ey rentmg their ground to farmers 
than to the government. 

So our goa l is to help these 
producers and landowners make 
the best land use decisions-show 
them ways to leave the most criti­
cal areas in permanent grass cover 
to maxim1ze environmental ben­
efits while balancing the need for 
profit>. Hopefully this will also 
preserve their chances for qualify­
ing for future Con~ervarion Secu­
rity Program signups. 

And what IS the future ofCSP? 
In the immediate future, the CSP 
workload and challenges appear 
overwhelmi ng. The tools used 
to 1mplement CSP continue to 
change, making the process seem 
even more chal lenging. The bud­
get will also have a major impact 
on the program this fiscal year. 
Our Chief recently stated there 
will not be enough fund ing to offer 
the program as widely as planned 
when the 2006 watersheds were 
announced. A signup is still ex­
pected this winter. 

Despite the financial challeng­
es. I believe CSP will continue to 
grow and evolve into our top con­
servation program, supported by 
the Environmental Quality Incen­
tives Program. 

None of this wi II be accom­
plished without cooperation at ev­
ery level-local. state and nation­
al. As the NRCS workload grows 
and evolves, partnerships become 
an even stronger cornerstone of 
our daily work. It would be impos­
Sible to reach our goals each year 
without the help of our partners 
and the conservation commit­
ment of our ct~>tomers. So here's 
to anoth~r successful year as Iowa 
N RCS works to help people help 
the land. 
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Fayette SWCD annual 
financial statement 
District Revolving Fund 
Beginning Balance $1,192.89 

Receipts 
Fabric Income $5,404.10 
Grannis Creek Reimbursement $364.93 
Houg Money Market Transfers $444.00 
Mink Creek Reimbursement $220.00 
Money Market Transfers $21,681.15 
No-Till Field Day $360.00 
Supporter Club $1,269.80 
Tree Sales $2,473.70 
Upper Maquoketa Reimbursement $493.65 
Total Receipts $32,711.33 
TOTAL $33.904.22 

Expenses 
ATV $ 1,586.56 
Donations $1,216.83 
Education $ 1,221.07 

Fabric $2,006.75 
Gifts Given $84.00 
Grain Drill $347.44 
Grannis Creek $75.60 
Houg Property $816.92 
IM Commissioner $2,070.98 
IM Office $2,385.73 
Liability Insurance $212.00 
Meeting Expenses $809.81 
Memorials $25.00 
Mink Creek $220.00 
Office Supplies $489.25 

Payroll $8,500.00 
Postage $603.22 
Reimburse Grannis Creek Acct $50.50 
Sales Tax $630.88 
Trees $6,067.09 
Turkey River $2,500.00 
Upper Maquoketa River $493.65 
Total Expenses $32.413.28 
Ending Balance 6/30/04 $1,490.94 

Checking Savings 
Beginning Balance $671.53 
I merest Earned .54 
Ending Balance 6/30/04 $672.07 

This accoull/ was closed and funds were transferred to Money Market 

Isn't Farming 
Enough of a 
Gamble? 
Don't bet the farm­
get quality farm 
insurance from people 
who know agriculture. 

Give us a spin. Stop by our office today for a 
competitive quote on your insurance needs. 

Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Assn. 
135 S Mam, Fayene (563) 425-4176 
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Support make~ all the difference 
The Fayette SWCD would like to thank those who made contribu­

tions to the supporter club in 2005. The SWCD Commissioners and office 
staff work to educate and inform the public of program available to them. 
This is a list of names and businesses of Fayette County and beyond who have 
made our programs possible. Through continued conservation efforts, we can 
all make a difference. 
Supporters 
Ralph W Adams 
Clayton Bonjour 
Ken Butters 
Pat Duffy 
James N Franzen 
Willis Grundmeyer 
Tim Hamlett 
Carolyn Judy 
Leonard Knipper 
Dorothy Medberry 
Jason Moellers 
Ruth Moravetz 
Don Oelrich 
Tim Recker 
Aria Schmidt 
Duane Stickfort 
Don Teloar 
Roberta Warner 
Savers 
Larry Bachman 
Floyd Baumgartner 
Leo Buchtela 
Tom Buresh 
Emory Christensen 
Kenton Cowles 
Bruce Ehler 
Edward T Franzen 
LCGray 
Earl Haas 
Patricia Hanson 
Eugene Henn 
Barry Huber 
Ralph Jipson 
E B Kunkle 
Herman Lenz 
Karen Martin 
Henry/Barb Miller 
NCM Inc 
Joyce Oldfather 
Matt Porter 
Rausch Family Inc 
Eric Rehorst 
Roland R iensche 
Kathryn Roys 
Francis Schnor 
Paul Schuchmann 
Connie Smith 
Steve Story 
Nick Teig 
Dave VanDeBerg 

.. 
Eugene Batterson 
Inez Brown 

Eugene Bodensteiner 
David Burrack 

Vern Dietzenbach 
Linda Fairbanks 
Dorothy Gilmer 
Ted Hageman 
Danvin Hofer 
Kenneth Kent Jr 
Sam Koehler 
Marilyn Mihall 
Ralph Moellers 
James Morf 
Darwin Peterson 
Laverne Ries 
Robert Scott 
Richard Stubenrauch 
Varykino Inc 
David Wireman 

Tom Durnan 
Paul Fox 
Bernadine Granneman 
Dale Halverson 
Ruth Jencks 
Eldon Knipper 
Howard Meaney 
Robert Mihm 
Mark Moser 
Robert Numedahl 
Harold Popenhagen 
Mildred Sanders 
lola Stannard 
Grace Sunness 
Vera Winter 
Tim Woodson 

Irvin Bateman Newton Bauer 
Edna Beerman Edwin Begalske 
Barbara Born Roger Buhr 
Elsie Busse Robert Campbell 
Citizen Savings Bank-Hawkeye 
Robert Cowles Don Durscher 
Dorothy Finch Jeryl Fink 
Eugene Franzen Harold Gieselman 
Galen Griffin Gross Low Farms 
Norbert Hackman Howard HaJJ 
Brian Harper 
Paul Hoeger 
Mark lmoehl 
Leslie A Kleppe 
Jean Leech 
Janita Loftus 

Randy Helgerson 
Vernon Hoff man 
Leon Jacob 
Ray Kueker 
Keith Lansing 
Edith Mann 

Ken/Becky Meyer John T Michels 
Jon Mitchell Myron Nagle 
Millard Nelson Jr Stanley Ney 
Robert Peterson Gene Pleggenkuhle 
Zoy Post Prairie Agri Center 
Penny Reed Roger Reeder 
Clair Reid Reinert Farms Inc 
River View Ranch Helen Roberts 
Dean Rueber Henry Schmitt 
Shereen Schnor Dale Schrader 
Marilyn Seedorff Ron Seedorff 
Patricia Smith Kenneth Springer 
Robert Swenson Carolyn Szemkus 
Town & Country Real Estate 
Berniece Walsh Margaret Wynthein 

TURKEY RIVER 
fORESTRY 

Buying Logs or Standing Timber 

563-426-5851 or 380-9599 

Stewards 
John R Adams Paul Adams A FArms Ltd Marjorie Allenstein 
Jon Andersen Gladys Anderson Family Partnership Ariach Limited 
Lane Ash Shirley Bagenstos Joe Bahe Janice Balk 
Dorothy Bartels Bassett Pheasant Ridge Robert Bassett Don Baumler 
James Beeghly Roger Beerman Ron Beerman Kenneth Blockhus 
Killian Bodensteiner Ron Bodesnteiner David Boess Paul Boess 
Mark Bostrom CM Bowling Gertrude Bowling Jann Bowlus 
Stanley Boyer Arlene Broughton Brownell Farm Ptnrshp. Gary Brownell 
Wayne Brownell Don Buhr Letha Bunn Gary Burger 
Very! Burghardt Burrack Farms Inc Gerald Burrack Tim Burrack 
Dale Calease Bruce Cannon Tom Claassen Betty Lou Cook 
Jerry Cole Ron Corbin Steve Crider Sr Sidney Crowe 
C& W Farms Stanley Diebel D &J Pumping Leonard Dolezal 
Steve Drewes Dave Drilling Dummermuth Farms Inc Dennis Edgar 
Easton Water Cond. Richard Egan Robert Eitel David Eldridge 
Dan Fagle First National Bank-Oelwein First National Bank-Sumner 
Dan Forsyth Paul Foxwell Keith Franzen Kenneth Friedly 
Gary Gibbs Glass Farms Gracy Market Ltd K Ted Green 
Edward Gross Loren Gross Roger/Connie Halverson Harrison Farm 
Bert Henderson Suzanne Henn Heraty Hudson Farm Heying Firms Inc 
Bill Hogan James Ingels Phil James Glenn Janssen 
Lorraine Jeckel Pete Kalb John D Kelly Steve Kennon 
Charles Kerns Kerndt Brothers Savings Kerns Dairy Norman Kilburn 
Kingsland Family Farm Eldon Knoploh Ron Knudsvig Karen Kohlmeyer 
Gerald Kuennen Leslie R Lauer & Sons Dennis McEiree Robert Margroff 
Don Martins Gary Maurer Mike Meyer Ken Miller 
Missildine Farms Jeff Moellers Rodney Morse John Muench 
Mary Nagel Roger Nolte John Orr David Palas 
Don Pliester Mike Puff Robert Reeder Catherine Reilly 
Sam Ridenour Florence Robinson Dan Rosburg Daryl Ruff 
Willis Ruff Joe Scheckel Chris Schlatter Keith Schlatter 
Edmund Schmitt Steve Schmitt John Schrader Ned Sdlwak\ 
Vernon Shaw Eugene Sieck Hans Siemers Charles Smrth 
Maury Smith Dwaine Stahr Floyd Stensland Eleanor Swent 
TK Farms Oliver Troupe Donald Ungerer Voncast Lrmtted 
Joe Wingert Dan Winter Jr Roger Winter David Wolfenbcrgcr 
Don Woods Tr t Joe Wood Randy Woods Dennrs Worden 

Sustainers 
Robert Addy William Bennett Catherine Britt Don Bunn 
Cory Cannon Daryl Cannon Corkery Farm Cunningham Farms Ltd 
Alan Davrs DRM Famrly Partnershrp Henry Fedeler Sawyer Fink 
Garlain Farms General Assisted Care Halstead Brothers Hurdallnc 
IVA Corp Scott Jencks Collin Jensen Margaret Jespersen 
Robert Kalb Farms Kenneth Knapp McMillan Brothers John McMrllan 
Maynard Savings Bank Diane Mohs Luann Munns Eugene Nuss 
Paul Nuss Will Ogle Top Deck Holsteins Inc Rick Trotter 
Woodland Acres LC 

For All Your Earth Moving Needs 

tli~;,l 
- (56~)...422-~.598 .• - • 

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC. 

• Waterways 
• Terraces 
•Ponds 
•Roads 
• Water & Sewer 
•Site Work 
• Basements 
• Septic Systems 
• Demolition 
• Trucking (563) 422-3598 

West Union, /A Late Model Equipment • Experienced Operators 

A family tradition for over 50 years 
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Practices 
Contour Farming 
Contour Buffer Strips 

Amount 
1,746 ac. 
1,647 ac. 

Grannis Creek watershed 
Filter Strips. Wildlife Habitat Buffers. Wetland Buffers 
Grade Stabilzation Structures 
Grassed Waterways 

336 ac. 
I structure 

143 ac. 
1,786 ac. 

project wraps up 
Livestock Exclusion 
Manure Storage Structures 
Prescribed Grazing 
Riparian Forest Buffers 
Stripcropping 
Terraces 
Timber Stand Improvement 
Tree & Shrub Plantings 
Upland & Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 

Water & Sediment Control Basins 
Wetland Restoration 

4 structures 
204 ac. 
121 ac. 
217 ac. 

13,700 ft. 
206 ac. 
141 ac. 

1,656 ac. 
I structure 

97 ac. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Total Cont racts = 2,380 Total Acres = 27,700 acres 

Improvements involving the 
Grannis Creek watershed 
have reduced erosion and and 
improved water quality 

Growing Stronger Every Year 

Serving area farmers for 72 years, 
First National Bank is here to help 
with your growing needs! 
• Agri-Business Loans 

• Small Business Loans 

• Home Loans 

• Online & Phone Banking 

Loan officers, seated l·r. Brent Tapper. 
Commerc1al Loan Officer; Derek Heins, Loan 
Officer; back, Rhonda Schaufenbuel, AVP & 
Retail Banking Officer; Brian Re1chter. VP & 
Senior Loan Officer; and Mark Moser VP & Ag 
Loan Officer. 

West Union 

422-3883 
St. Lucas 

778-2297 

By: Carrie Davis, 
Project Coordinator 

The Grannis Creek Water­
hed has been the focus of a wa­

tershed project for the last four 
years. Grannis Creek, a tributary 
of Volga River, is located in east­
ern Fayette County and is one of 
Northeast Iowa's 25 highest priori­
ty cold water streams. The goal of 
the watershed project was to pro­
tect the water quality of Grannis 
Creek, with sed imentation having 
the greatest negative impact in the 
water quality. 

The 3,800 acre watershed has 
undergone significant change> in 
land use and conservation practic­
es over the last four years. Water­
shed residents have enrolled over 
400 acres into the general CRP 
program, or close to 16% of crop­
land acres in the watershed. Con­
tinuous CRP was also promoted 
through the watershed project. 
Sixty acres of contour buffer strip 
and 47.6 acres of filter strips have 
been installed in the watershed. 
Grass waterways are great way 
to reduce gully erosion: 4.7 acres 
of grassed waterways were re-es­
tablished while another 4.3 acres 
were enrolled into CRP water­
ways. Almost 20 acres of pasture 
was enrolled mto a pasture man­
agement program which entailed 
creating prddock> and installing 
water tanks and rotating cattle be­
tween them over the grazing sea­
son. 

The project had a goal to com­
plete 1.500 feet of stream bank 
stabilization; 2,230 feet of stream 
bank stabilization was actually 
achieved. This stream bank work 
included rip-rap and the installa­
tion of 'Junker hides" which are 
man-made in-stream trout habitat. 
One notable achievement of the 
watershed project was the installa­
tion of a handicap sidewalk along 
a portion of Grannis Creek. This 

sidewalk has allowed people of 
all ages and physical capabilities 
to enjoy one of Northeast Iowa's 
natural treasures. 

No-till and nutrient and 
pest management was promoted 
through the project. Three hun­
dred ninety-six acres were en­
rolled into a 3 year no-till program 
and 328 acres were enrolled into a 
nutrient and pest management pro­
gram. Manure storage structures 
were also popu lar in the water­
shed, with three structures con­
structed. Two producers installed 
almost 8,000 feet of terraces in the 
watershed and 18 water and sedi­
ment control basins were installed. 
Three grade stabilization struc­
tures were also constructed in the 
watershed. 

The Fayette SWCD would 
like to thank all of the watershed 
producers and residents that have 
made the Grannis Creek Water­
shed Project a success. Without 
the support of the watershed pro­
ducers and the local community 
watershed projects will never suc­
ceed. 

The Grannis Creek Watershed 
Project is supported in part or in 
tota l by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship, Division of Soil Conserva­
tion, through funds of the Wa­
tershed Protect1on Fund and by 
the Iowa Department of atural 
Resources through a grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency under the Federal 
Non-Point Source Management 
Program (Section 319 of the Clean 
Water Act). Technical assistance 
is provided by the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service. 
All programs and services are of­
fered on a nondiscriminatory ba­
sis, without regard to race, color. 
national origin, religion, sex, age, 
marital status, or handicap. 

BeHer Farming Practices 
Help Iowa's Farms Prosper 

Proud to support the SWCD. 

@ 
PIONEER. 

Charlie 
Kohls 

Clermont 423-7185 
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New financial incentives available 
for planting bottomland trees 

Since the early 90's it seems 
that flooding has been an ever 
mcreasing problem throughout 
Iowa. This is especially true on 
some of the bottomland crop fields 
along our maJor and even some of 
our minor streams in north east 
Iowa. Each time these areas flood, 
there can be excessive sheet, rill 
and scour erosion which sends 
tons of Iowa top soi I down stream 
to the Gulf of Mexico. The Bot­
tomland Timber Establishment 
on Wetlands Initiative (CP-31) is 
a Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) that is designed to provide 
an economically feasible practice 
to take some of these areas out of 
production. 

The CP-31 program allows 
landowners to enroll all or part 
of bottomland crop fields into the 
continuous CRP by planting trees 
on the area. Planting these flood 
prone fields to trees is an excel­
lent way to reduce sheet, rill and 
scour erosion. Tnis practice also 
improves wildlife habitat, air qual­
ity, seque ters carbon and provides 
forest products for the future. An­
other advantage to this program is 
that it provides financial benefits 
over a 15 year period. 

It was recently announced 
that there are new financial incen­
tives for the CP-31 program. The 
Iowa Division of Soil Conserva­
tion (DSC) has announced they 
will provide an additional 25 per­
cent cost share to landowners who 
utilize the Continuous Conserva­
tiOn Reserve Program's Bottom­
land Hardwood Tree Initiative to 
plant tree . DSC is setting aside 
$250,000 for this incentive, which 
is avai I able to landowners on a 
first come, first serve basis. This 
incent1ve is 111 addition to the $100 
sign-up incentive already being of­
fered by DSC. 

With the new incentives, a 
landowners out of pocket cost for 
planting an area to trees is $50 
per acre or less. There will still 
be maintenance cost over the next 
5 years, but thi burden has also 
been lessened. The Farm Ser­
vice Agency has just announced 
that soil rental rates have changed 
and that most soil rental rates will 
be increasing. This means h1gher 
yearly payments for this practice. 

To qualify for the Conserva­
uon Reserve Bottomland Hard­
wood Initiative. a landowner must 
own nopland that is wuhin the 
100-year flood plam of a nver 
or stream. If the property quali­
fies for the oro!lram. landowners 

Planting flood prone fields like this one with trees is an excellent 
way to reduce sheet, rill and scour erosion, in addition to provid­
ing a habitat for wildlife, forest products and financial benefits. 

receive 50 percent cost- hare for 
the establishment of trees plus an 
annual payment for 14 to 15 years 
from the Farm Service Agency 
and 25 percent cost share plus a 
$100 per acre sign-up bonus from 
the Iowa Division of Soil Conser-

vat ion. 
For more information on the 

Bottomland Hardwood Initiative 
please contact your local NRCS or 
FSA office. You can also contact 
your local District Forester. 

NEW 1590 NO-TILL DRILL 

The best no-till 
drill for a reason 

The new 1590 No-Till Drill lops all 
other drills in its class for one simple 
reason: ils new openers. 

Reposilioned seedbool ensures 
seed is placed in lhe furrow 
One-piece seedbood is made of 

casl-iron for a long life 
Designed for no-till, bul works well 
in all field conditions 

See us today for delails about lhe 
1590 and its new openers. 

ClERMONT 
IMPLEMENT 

CLERMONT· 563-423-5206 

Solid. Stable. Still John Deere. 

For Your Spring 
Building Needs 
~ •GiiddenPaint 

~ •Hardware 

• Nails & Screws 

f! e;;; I • Xact Vinyl replacemenl 
-- • --- w1ndows (made by 

WlNoows ""0 cooRs Melal Industries) 

·All Fenc1ng Malena Is 

• Gerkin Storm Doors 

• Screen Window Repair 

Protect Your Farm- And Feed Your 
Livestock At The Same Time 

Our FarMate policy not only 
provides excellent protection 
for your farm, it can also 
save you money! 

Stop by our office today for 
a competitive quote 
on your farm insurance. 

Butikofer 
Insurance LL.C. 

Dave Butikofer 
223 Center St., Elgin 

563-426-5306 

Quality Retail Meats & Cheeses 
Custom Butchering 

Call for your appointment to process 
beef. pork or bring in your deer. 

Stop in for a pound 
or fill your freezer! 

TONY'S 
\\adena Lol'kl'r 

SG:I-774-2725 



Emily Hanson awarded 
Soil Scholarship 

To d a y ' s Hanson has already been ac-
young Iarmer\ cepted to attend the College of Ag· 
are more d1ve"e riculture at lo"a State Uni\er\ity 
than ever Be- in Ames. 
t\\een balancing As a senior at Valley High 
school. chores. School. Hanson is mvol,ed 111 

I·FA and 4 H, drama. speech. chorus and band 
)OUth continue 
to ltxlk IU\\.·ard 

the luturc \\hllc promoting agri­
culture in more \vays than one. 

Lmily Hanson of rural Cler­
mont "a pnme example. Gro\\ 
mg up on a I arm m Clayton Coun 
ty, she has shown leader\hlp m her 
church , communny and school. all 
, .. hile working towards a career in 
a g. 

"Agriculture has always been 
a part ot my hfe," says Hanson. 
"Growmg up on a datry farm 
mfluenced my first dream of be­
~.:oming a vctennanan I have 
always enjoyed workmg and car· 
mg lor animal\. but realized other 
influences have changed my mind 
tor a career chou.:e The business 
u>J""Ct nl agnculture have always 
rapu,ated my interest and I look 
ton,an.J to pursue a «.:areer '"hil:h 
"Ill 111fluence other people's 
knn\\ ledge about agriculture." 

lnday. Hanson " employed 
ot the Valley Vet Clm1c m Elgm, 
\H>rk1ng part-t1me alter school 
and on the weekends. At the 
chmc. shes had the opportunity 
to c\pencnce what it's like to be a 
vetennanan. helping the vet wnh 
small appmntments. and prepar­
Ing mediCatiOn orders. 

Hanson's involvement m 

ret:eiving " I"' ratings at the: district 
level contest fur Jav Bantl and 
solo/ensemble She IS a member 
of the National Honor Society and 
the Honor Roll. Hanson is also a 
varsity letter \\inner m track. and 
has been a manager for volleyball 
and boys' basketball. 

Hanson is a member of the 
East Clermont Lutheran Church. 
and a member of the Valley Youth 
League. She participates in church 
chotr and teaches Sunday School 
Hanson is also the youth represen­
tatiVe for her church's "Call com­
mittee," and attended the LYO 
conference in 2002. 

Hanson is currently secre­
tary of the Valley FFA chapter, 
partiCipating in dairy cattle Judg­
mg, dairy foods JUdging, crop and 
soil JUdgmg. and livestock JUdg­
ing. She has participated m Rad1o 
News Broadcasting and Conduct 
Meetings at the sub district level. 

In 2004 she recc 1ved thtrd 
place m the state proficiency area 
of "Custom Raising Pheasants" as 
a Supervised Agriculture Experi­
ence project in the project area of 
Wildlife Production & Manage· 
ment. She IS currently pursuing 
for an award m the Specialty Ani · 
mal Proficiency area. 

She has earned the Greenhand 
degree and the Chapter degree. 
and IS currently pu"uing an Iowa 
degree. 

Last }-ear Hanson was chosen 
Clayton County Alternate Datry 
Princess. "I use public relations tn 
promote and serve dairy products 
at ·nunty business functiOn!-., and 
at the Iowa State fair " 

Hanson has been a member 
of the Marion Happy Hustlers 4-
H club for e1ght years m Clay ton 
County. She became the preSident 
of her club m 2004. and has com­
pleted many proJects at the state 
ami national level 

She received a Blue award for 
a Food & Nutrition. Arts and Vet­
en nary Sc1ence project at the state 
level, and ·.,a· '" a dairy JUdgmg 
team that won lOth pl.,• at the na­
tional level in 2003. 

Hanson is currently secretary 
of the Clayton County 4 H coun­
cil. 

"4-H has probably been the 
greatest mfluence for my inter­
est in agnculture," Hanson says. 
"I have been a member since the 
fourln grade and have grown up 
with a background of knowing 
the roads where 4-H can take you 
My career choice is yet to be de­
termmed when I get to college, but 
I am especially Interested m the 
bus mess aspects of agriculture. 4-
H has helped me acknowledge the 
d1versity of agriculture, and I want 
to pass on the great traditions of 
ag." 

school actiVities, fFA. 4-H and 
her JOb at the vet clinic hasn't 
gotten in the way of an interest~ 
mg side project custom raising 
pheasants on her family's farm the 
p.'l~t three summers 

We Salute the Conservation Efforts by Area Citizens. 

Hanson ratses between 150-
~00 btrds from hatch each sum· 
mer Once the pheasants are 
between 6-8 weeks old. they are 
taken to another farm and released 
mto the w1ld to help repopulate 
the area 

Her work at the vet clinic and 
m impro,ing the pheasant popula­
tion has gone a long way m help 
mg Hanson see the many spec­
trums of agncuhure. 

"Both of these expenences 
ha\e mfluenced my deSire to pass 
\lO the traditions of ag,riculture;· 
'a~ Hansnn. ..They ha\e hnwn 
me .I \Cr. It\ \\ •th1~ the ilgnc Jl· 
ture field and "hat 11 h"' to offer 
I hope to pa s on the tr.tdi.lons 
\\h!l a ut·eer "'"'"\\Ill s1gmfy 
the lffiOt.lrtan~.e nf ac ·· 

DNR Certified 
for water wells and pump work! • P um ing, Heati g & Electric 
J\.Ja\'11<1/d (563) 631 2496 
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Valley Community 
Schools to work with 
Fayette SWCD 
By Bill BenneN 

The \ 'alley Community 
Schools haw agreed to help the 
fayette Soi I and Water Con sen,, 
t10n Distnct build an educational 
tra1l on the Ralph lloug Conscr\il 
tion Edu~ation Farm. The trail'" ill 
travel along the various \\~tlands, 
pa!\t native gnl"'i'\es and forbs, O\'er 

the dam at the pond. through many 
vanetles of trees. by a "nkhole. a 
rock quarry and through an or­
chard. Plans include an outlook 
to look over the pond, wetlands 
and down the Otter Creek Valley. 
Earthen conservation !',lrurtures 
are planned to be part of the trail 
and will give people an opportuni­
ty to ee what different structures 
look hke 

Bridges will be another fea­
ture of the trail 

Valley staff and students have 
part of the design team and wi II 
be helpmg m the butldmg and 
mamtenance of the trail With the 
Ralph Houg Conservation Educa­
tion Farm adjoining the D1ck Jen­
sen Nature Trail the two trails will 
compliment each other. In time 
the plan is to have the trail of the 
Houg Farm to go through the van­
ous forestry d~monstrat1on areas 
already establi hed on the farm. 

The l·ayctte SWCD ha' .1lrcady 
bu11t the J><>nd and se\e"tl \\Ct· 
lands along "uh a parkmg lot and 
planted native plant- and trees. 

The \'aile) School' along" uh 
Rn) Scouts and the 'orthe;"t 
Iowa l·orestry Advisory Com­
mittee hove helped t<l install 'ev­
eral forestry demonstrations. I he 
plans 1ndude plaCing signs alnng 
the tra1l to 1dent1fy vanous lten" 
along the trail and that the trail 
will be used to educate people of 
all ages about our natural resourc­
es and how to work wuh nature. 
Ralph Houg donated his land to 
the Fayette SWCD. ~o that people 
could learn to work wuh and enJOY 
nature, now the Valley Communi 
ty chools have JOmed the Fayette 
SWCD m work to make Ralph's 
dream come true. 

The work will progress as time 
and funds allow. A project hke this 
only works when people JOin to­
gether and work hand in hand and 
is on ly of value 1f It can be used 
for everyone's benefit. The Fayette 
SWCD rnvirc .o.; everyone to c.;ome 

see what we are doing together and 
mv1tes you to ass1st us tn any way 
you ca1 Ralph's and many others 
dreams can only come IntO bemg 
with your ass1stance. 

Cuni~G EDGE 
Genetics and Technology 

Right here in 

Elgin 
We're proud to be a part of cutting edge agricultural 

technology right here in Elg1n . Increase your 

grain yield w1th help from AgVenture . 

AgVenture of Iowa 
Dan McAtee· Debbie Knight 
22528 Canoe Rd Elg>n (563) 426-5585 
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Nutrient Trading Directory completed for Upper and 
South Fork of Maquoketa River watersheds 
By Tom Sperfslage, duced manure nutnents. Stock- under the guidance of a manure Protection Agency under the Fed- Program (Section 319 of the Clean 
Environmental Specialist piling or stacking manure in fields management plan. era I Nonpoint Source Management Water Act). 
Iowa Dept of Ag and Land or "dumping" excess manure from The South Fork Maquoketa 
Stewardship- Division of Soil storage facilities is troublesome for River Water Quality Project is sup-
Conservation water quality. The intent of the ported in part or in total by the 

The Fayette, Buchanan, Clay- Directory is to list or pair up those Iowa Department of AgricultJre 
ton and Delaware Soil and Water Maquoketa River watershed pro- and Land Stewardship, Division of 
Conservation Districts, working ducers who may at times have ex- Soil Conservation, through funds 
through a grant from the Iowa Pork tra manure and aren't able to make of the Water Protection Fund and 
Producers Association, have com- best use of it wnh those residents Watershed Protection Fund, and 
pleted work on the Nutrient Trading who may be able to use that extra by the Iowa Department of Natu­
Directory for the Upper and South manure in an agronomically and raJ Resources through a grant from 
Fork Maquoketa River watersheds. environmentally sound manner. the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Both watersheds are involved in Topics in the Directory include Agency under the Federal Non-
special water quality improvement discussions about (among others): point Source Management Pro­
projects, attempting to reduce the localized Iowa State University gram (Section 319 fo the Clean 
amounts of sediment, nutrients and Extension research documenting Water Act). Technical assistance 
bacteria reaching the water. Ulti- the value of manure to crop pro- is provided by the U.S. Department 
mately, water from the rivers feeds duction, watershed characteristics, of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
Backbone Lake, which has been and the costs of manure applica- Conservatton Service. All pro­
listed by the State as an impaired tion. Included in the Directory is a grams and services are offered on 
water body, due to excess bacte- listing of watershed producers with a nondiscriminatory basis, without 
ria. DNR research documents that extra manure and those willing to regard to race, color, national ori­
bacteria loads enter the rivers with consider usi ng extra manure if it gin, religion, sex, age, marital sta­
run-off producing rainfall events. were available. tus, or handicap. The publication 
Current research efforts are trying The Soil and Water Conserva- of this document has been funded 
to better determine the sources of tion Districts acknowledge that the in part by the Division of Soil 
bacteria Directory is only part of the solu- Conservation, Iowa Department 

The Nutrient Trading Direc- tion to reducing nutrient and bacte- of Agriculture and Land Steward-

Ask us about a 
Crop1 Premium Discount Plan. 

We can offer you the opportunity for a premium discount for 

the 2006 crop season. Call us today to learn more about how 

we can help you protect your bottom line. 

Fayette 
Phil 600-214-3778 
Jim 563-425-3333 

·= FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES IN~!QlJ 
<l!!fst in 5uvrngs Insurance • Investments 

tory is unique for northeast Iowa ria loading - it will take the efforts ship, and by the Iowa Department lhepastpaymentsofpremiumdi!a>untsarenotaguaranteethatfutu!epaymentswiHbemadeOJan 
and is an attempt to provide more of all watershed residents to apply of Natural Resources through a nxfiOllionoftheamountoffuturepremrumdi!a>unts. Th~lllStllutution~anoqualopportunrtypiUV!der 

and employe<. SeMces available through Western Agricultural lnsuran<e COJnpany/We<l 0.. Moine<. IA 
information about our locally pro- manure nutrients properly, ideally grant from the U.S. Environmental inJA,KS,MN,NE,S0.1!)2006 C1007E 

~~--~~~~~~~~~~ 

Parenting 101: Protect and Nurture 
In order tor offspring to live and grow. man and beast alike are born 
with the instincts to protect and nurture. By practicing conservation 

techniques we are protecting our natural environment and nurturing 
plant and animal life In so doing. we protect and nurture I wa s 

farms. wetlands, Woodlands. qric;i.drlnklng water so f 

Kerndt Brothers Sav!DOS Bank 11 proud $Upporter of 
Fayette Cpunfi': SOil and Water Conservation Olstrl t 

MnsbuFDIC 

liZ ....... lluldntl: , .. , 521-t .. fiUJ-­

online banklng:wwwk-com 



Mink Creek watershed project 
By: Ca"ie Davis 

The Mink Creek Watershed 
has been the subject of a water 
quality project. Mink Creek is a 
cold water trout stream classified 
as class B (HQ) by the Iowa DNR 
water resource classification sys­
tem. This means that the stream 
ha.~ "exceptional recreational and 
ecological importance. Special 
protection ts warranted to main­
tain the unusual, unique, or out­
standmg phystcal, chemical, or 
biologtcal characteristics which 
these waters possess." Located in 
eastern Fayette and western Clay­
ton counties, the Mink Creek Wa­
t~r.hed encompasses over 12,000 
acres. Mink Creek is stocked 
wtth trout from April to October 
by the IADNR Big Springs Trout 
Hatchery. The Iowa DNR 2000 
Trout Angler Survey indicated an 
alarming decline in angler trips to 
the stream. In 1995 it was estimat­
ed that Mmk Creek received 3,543 
angler tnp>. In the year 2000, the 
number dropped to only 388. 

The water quality of Mink 
Creek is being negati vely impacted 
by mas;~ve amounts of sediment 
and excessive nutrient conlribu­
tion~ from the watershed. Thrbid-

ity measurement after significant 
rain events are noted as "spectacu­
larly high" by Upper Iowa Uni­
versity Professor of Biology, Rick 
Klann. Temperature data suggests 
that Mink Creek is colder then 
once thought and could potentially 
support a resident trout popula­
tion. 

The goal of the project is to 
improve the water quality of Mmk 
Creek and establish a permanent 
trout population in the stream. The 
District feels that this important 
cold water resource needs to be 
protected. Fisheries Biologist, Btll 
Kalishek said, "the silt in Mink 
Creek is cau>ing the decline in 
angler trips. Silt fills up the deep 
holes and buries the rocky habitat 
and gravel that trout need." 

The primary focus of the proj­
ect will be on reducing sed iment 
delivery into the stream. Practices 
installed through this project will 
be provided up to 75% cost share 
and wi II be prioritized bases on 
reduction of sediment delivery to 
the stream. Structural practices 
will include terraces, water and 
sedtment control basins, grade 
stabilization structures, waterway 
re-establi~hment , and constructed 

wetlands. In addition to funding 
provided through the water hed 
project, additional funding sourc­
es such as CRP, REAP, and EQIP 
will be promoted and utilized. The 
Fayette County SWCD believes 
that voluntary efforts in improving 
conservation practices will delay 
or prevent environmental regula­
tions from being passed. 

The Mink Creek Watershed 
Project is supported in part or in 
total by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship, Division of Soil Conserva­
tion, through funds of the Wa­
tershed Protection Fund and by 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources through a grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency under the Federal 
Non-Point Source Management 
Program (Sect tOll 119 of the Clean 
Water Act). Technical assiStance 
is provided by the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service. 
All programs and services are of­
fered on a nondiscriminatory ba­
sis, without regard to race, color, 
national origin, religion , sex, age, 
marital status, or handicap. 
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Third grade 
Conservation Field Day 
By: Deb Dessel 

Since 1993, the Fayette Coun­
ty Soil and Water Conservation 
District 's Commissioners, Assis­
tant Commissioners, and support 
staff have sponsored an annual 
field day for the Third Grade stu­
dents of Fayette County. The field 
day has been held at Dick and 
Dorothy Jensen's farm just east 
of West Union since 1993. Each 
year things seem to change, but it 
always seems to be better than the 
previous year. 

The first year we had 70 stu­
dents from North Fayette. Things 
went quite well, so the next year 
we decided to invite a few more 
third grade students from nearby 
schools. Since 1993, some uf the 
stations the students visit have 
changed, but the basic concept has 
always remained--to provide the 
students a fun, educational day 
outdoors learning about the con-

servation of our land, water, and 
wildlife. 

The reactions from the tu­
dents and their teachers are always 
very positive. It is great to see the 
students' enthusiasm for the vari­
ous stations that they visit. 

The field day was held on three 
days this past September; and we 
hosted 355 students and 36 teach­
ers and helpers. We also had the 
assistance of IS pre enters and 
support staff. Fayette County Pork 
Producers grilled BBQ pork sand­
wiches for our lunch. 

At the end of the day as the 
hayracks transported the students 
from the field day site back to theit 
waiting buses, their faces told the 
story. 

We had reached our goal and 
we knew that all the hard work or­
gan izing and putting this field day 
together had been worth it and had 
been a success. 
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Why conservation systems are the right choice this fall 
By Mahdi AI-Kaisi, Department 
of Agronomy, and Mark Hanna, 
Department of Agriculture and 
Biosystems Engineering 
Energy Use. This year, like any 
year. producers have to make a 
decision whether they till or not. 
This year IS especially more chal­
lenging for producers to carefully 
consider thetr tillage decision be­
cause of high fuel prices. Gener­
ally, producers know what it takes 
to operate tillage implements and 
how much fuel it would take to 
fintsh the work. Conventional 
ullage m general would require 
approximately 4.1 gal of fuel per 
acre compared to I gal per acre for 
no-tillage. Field operators in gen­
eral, consume about 15 percent of 
the crop production energy. 

Soil Compaction. If fuel cost 
is not enough reason for farmers to 
con"der no-tillage, several other 
benefits need to be considered 
when makmg a decision this fall 
whether to ull or not to till. The 
risk of soli compaction and soil 
nutrient losses, whether through 
reduced soil tilth or potential soil 
erosion, is another loss that wi II 
add to the total cost of energy and 
farmmg input. These losses are 
real and well documented as re­
Oected in yield, fertilizer energy 
costs. and envtronmental risks for 
soil and water quality. 

The decis1on to till at any time 
(fall or spnng) needs to be careful­
ly planned When soil conditions 

are near field capacity, ml aggre­
gates are "lubncated" by water 
and readily repositiOn themselves 
through the air spaces, especially 
when heavy tillage equipment is 
used. In addition, equipment op­
erators need to remember that soil 
compaction can occur during the 
application of manure or anhy­
drous as well when soil moisture 
exceeds field capacity (maximum 
amount of moisture retained by 
the soil). Under wet conditions, 
the use of heavy equipment, such 
a tractors, gram carts. and com­
bines, can significantly change the 
soil structure and cause soil com­
pactiOn. Operating in wet condi­
tions and especially doing extra 
tillage will increase fuel use per 
acre as well. 

Compaction near the surface, 
within the top 3 to 6 inches of the 
so1l, is generally associated with 
the amount of surface pressure. 
Compaction below that is primar­
ily as ociated with axle weight. 
For example, if soil a feet below 
the surface is at field capacity and 
the tractor's axle load is 7 to 8 tons 
or greater, compaction can occur 
at this depth, despite lower surface 
pressures. 

To mitigate the risk of compac­
tion, use controlled traffic lanes for 
harvest and avoid driving loaded 
grain carts randomly through the 
field. Most damage occurs in the 
first pass of the implement. Grain 
tank extensions on combines also 

add to the load on soil. Check 
tire size and pressure, smce larger 
tires allow for beuer "Ootation" 
and lower tire pressure reduces the 
load on the soil. 

Residue Cover. To minimize 
over winter soil erosion. work on 
geuing even distribution of crop 
res1due whtle harvestmg. Doing 
so is critical in preventing soil ero­
sion throughout mostofthecoming 
fall. winter. spring, and well into 
2006, until next year's crop estab­
lishes a canopy. Any res1due down 
to the finest material - straw, chaff 
-can potentially reduce erosion by 
stopping rain splash, slowing and 
trapping runoff, and allowing for 
beuer water infiltration. But it has 
to be in place to be effective. 

Large combine heads tend to 
concentrate material, especially 
fine materia!, in a narrow swath 
behind the machine. Concentrated 
residues are not only less effective 
in stopping erosion throughout the 
field, they also insulate the soil 
surface from the sun, reduce seed­
to-soil contact, and make it tough­
er to plant in the spring, mhibiting 
crop growth. Furthermore, do­
ing a good job of straw and chaff 
spreading this year could elimi­
nate the need for ullage passes this 
fall or next spring. 

Have combine operators set up 
and run equipment so that straw 
and chaff spreaders or choppers 
operate properly and the combine 
distributes residue evenly. Corn 

Propane Sales & Service 
including 20# cylinder fills 

• 
Rheem Heating 
& Cooling 

~Electric 
~ Fireplaces 

m MAYfAG Sales & Service 

lliRI::G~~-<;.Y Gas Burning Fireplaces 

FIRE CHIEf Wood Burning Stoves 

Gas Grills by: II!!Ill1IlfA 
~ And, we're your local 
~ UPS Shipping Center 

-ilirbotNE Garage 
........- Heaters 

PLUMBING: Faucets, Vanities, 
Disposers, Toilets, Showers 

WE INSTALL! 

GARVIN'S LP GAS Free Estimates 
on heatmg & cooling 

systems! West Union 563-422-3671 or 1-800-632-2324 

residue is usually heavier and most 
corn heads do a good JOb of chew­
ing up the ~talks and dropping 
them back 111 place. But the chal-

lenge is greater in soybeans. where 
essentially the whole plant goes 
through the combine and residue 
Cont. to pg. 22 

• Excavating (All Types) • Terraces 
• Demolition • Waterways 
• Water and Sewer • Ponds 

(563) 864-7515. 1-888-864-7518 
152 S. West Street, Postville, lA 52162 .,. 

Terry Szabo, President 

Organic • Non GMO • Identity Preserved 

SunOrta 
Grams tmd Foods Group 

Sun rich 

Contact us for Crop Puwning and Crop Programs 
- Now contracting soy. corn & sunflower 

- IP. Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans 

IP and Orgamc Sunflower 

IP and Orgamc Corn 

- Organic Feed Inputs 

Dtli~·try locations across tlrt Midwtst! Contracts with j'tDr·round dtli .. ·try! 

Sunrich I PO Box 128 I Hope MN 56046 
507-451-4724/800-342-6976 

SALES - SOURCING - CONTRACTS 
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My experiences with contour buffers and no-till farming 

ow Booking Market 
Grain Progr 

crr-.u c a n ccd 1 o gC"I 

mu h r 1um po ihl • lla> )"" 
looked 111 wha1 l'ani on Hrn . 

If yow ·,... 11/rYaJy r;roll'in~ it, 
1"" ,;pr as _.u [;'I a prrmium fo r it! 

• Set us abovt your crop insurance & grain marketin& needs • 

Patti on Bros. 

Cont topg 20 

Ask us about a 
Cropl Premium Discount Plan. 

W can off r you th opponu 
crop~ son Call u 1oday 10 I 
pro! ct your bonom lin 

R\1 Ol RF 

hbric Checks lor Waterw•,, 
Commercial Sil11 

lulldat nc 
Tohn& 
ltrTK 11C 

Scr.,.r Wort 
farm Pond1 
Wlltrwa,, 

u ... Sprudin& 
lutmtnl Elcantion 
Rock & Dirt lbulonc 

CALL 563-422-5430 WEST UNION SINCE 1948 
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JD Contracting 
Protecting your soil f.§ our business. 

For all your CRP needs: 
• Seeding • Discing 
• Mowing • Chiseling 

Jerry Dietzen bach, Private Contractor 
100 Garry St. , Calmar, lA 52132 
CALL: 563-380-7185 

Conservation 

Above: Matt and Jared Stewart kneel on the pack of sawdust 
bedding in their hoop building compost bam. The compost 
bedding had been aerated by Jared with a rota-tiller a short time 
earlier. A part of their operation since Jan. 1, Stewart's 50x140 
compost bam holds about 70 head. For more information on 
manure composting, contact Dan Meyer at ISU Ex1ension or 
Jerry Muff at the Fayette County SWCD. 

Upper Left: Alden Arthur stands by his 'stirring machine' which 
he uses to aerate the sawdust bedding in his compost bam. The 
stirring machine is an old section of a field cultivator modified to 
fit on his skid loader. He aerates the compost pack twice a day 
at a depth of 10 to 12 inches. Two Fayette County farmers have 
implemented manure compost barns in their farm operations. 
The compost system uses sawdust bedding up to a depth of four 
feet deep, which ultimately improves cow comfort and alleviates 
leg and feet problems. Advocates say the system increases a 
dairy herd's milk production and lowers somalia cell count. 

Erosion 
Control Fabric 
Just another expense 
or a good investment? 

By Richard Jensen 
I guess if we could control 

the weather, fabric wouldn't make 
any sense at all. But a newly 
constructed waterway can be de· 
stroyed by j ust one ra instorm. We 
have all seen how bad a waterway 
looks with ditches down the cen­
ter and a large delta of mud at the 
bottom. The seed is gone and the 
entire practice needs to be redone. 
Generally fabric is used the sec­
ond time the project is done. Fab­
ric laid at 50 or 100 foot intervals 
down through the bottom would 
have greatly reduced that dam­
age. We encourage the use of ero­
sron control fabric whenever major 
earth movement has occured. T his 
includes industria l si tes, road­
side excavation, landscaping and 
agland practices. Fabric installed 
properly makes good economical 
and environmental ense. Cost 
share is ava ilable for cooperate" 
whether or office or a private con­
trac tor does it 

• Pond & wetland wildlife 
preservation keeps this 
delicate ecosystem in 
balance 

• Improved field water 
drainage leads to less 
corrosion and loss of 
planted crops 

• Windbreaks decrease soil 
loss to high wind 

• No-till and Low-till reduces 
soil loss to wind & rain 

Northeast Iowa Cooperative is ~ N h I 
efforts of area farmers and land ~ 
proud to support the conservation ~ ort east owa 
owners. Your hard work will help • c e 

~:~~~~£::z:iE£:~~:~tage. OO Po~'"~~!! !o~' Erpmariom 

Clermont (563) 423-5293 • Maynard (563) 637-2285 
Sumner (563) 578-3214 ·Elgin (563) 426-5566 

Arlington (563) 633-3415 ·Winthrop (31 9) 935-3336 
Lamont (563) 924-2171 • Randalia (563) 428-4411 

Volga (563) 767-2475 



NEW Constant Pressure Pump: 
Maintain the same pressure with more 
than one faucet open! 

• Sta-Rite Pumps 
• Conaire Pressure Tanks 
• Complete Water Systems 

Free Estimates • Reliable Service 
For more details contact: 

ERICKSON 
PUMP SERVICE, Inc. 

Baker concrete can handle 
all of your concrete and 
earth moving needs. 
• Site Preparation 

• Excavation 
• Foundation 

• Landscaping 
• Sidewalks 

Driveways 

MAnHIESEN'S AUTOMOTIVE 
Hwy 150 5., Fayette, lA 52142-0337 

800-584-7073 or (563) 425-4450 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat & Eve by appointment 

www.salvagecenter.com 

Full Service Body Shop 
Insurance C::stimates 

Welcome 

Selling 15 Acres 
of Used Parts 

Nationwide Parts 
Locating with 
Daily Shipping 

We Install Motors 
tJt Transmissions 

Laser Alignment 
Frame Repair 

Over I 000 Motors 
& Transmissions 

In Stock 

tvew Windshields 

S tarting fro m $9950 

ln.stalloJtlon ~rulce Auailable 

1500 Doors 
in Stock 

We Bu!J wrecked 100 Plus 
l!t Runmng Vehicles Repairables 

www.siiJuagecenter.c:om 
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,.....-----=-------------, Water quality 
Proud to Sop~ort the improvment 
Son and Water loans available 

Conservat;on £fforts 
of £ocaf £andowners 

325 East Main St., Hawkeye 
2 story late Victorian style home w1th many recent updates, 3 bedrooms, 
large eat-m kJtchen w1th new cupboards, large dimng room & livmg room 

wtth mlerior French Doors, large smgle bath wtth sunken tub and separate 
neo-angle shower. main floor laundry. laminate wood floors, low E double 

hung windows, 12x26 deck, 10x121awnltool shed Updates 
include new roof. winng, plumbing, dutch lap vmy/ siding, 

windows, upstairs wall to wall carpet 

Homes available for immediate possession 
CLERMONT 
• 2 BR, 1 story home, LP gas furnace with central air 

• 4 BR, 2 story home with 3 car garage 

WEST UNION 
• 2 story, 3 BR home, 1 car garage at 118 Bradford St. 

www.guyerrealestate.com 

Guyer Real Es"ta"te 
& Insurance 

ARNOLD GUYER, BROKER - Clermont, lA 
"Call all hours. I want to be bothered ." 

PH (563) 423-5976 or 423-7193 

(Des Moines, lA) Today Iowa Sec­
retary of Agriculture Patty Judge 
stated that the one year old Local 
Water Protection Program has met 
with success. 

"'As we hit the one year anniver­
sary of the Local Water Protection 
Program, I am pleased to announce 
that this worthwhile water quality 
program has been a great success. 
Iowa's landowners have been ap­
proved for over 3.8 million dollars 
m loans for water quality practices 
designed to reduce the amount 
of sediment. nutrients, and pesti­
cides impacting Iowa's lakes and 
streams," Iowa's Ag Leader stated. 

The Local Water Protection 
Program provided low interest 
loans from $5.000 to $50,000 to 
lo-.a's farmers for up to 100% of 
the project costs for projects such 
as: buffers; animal waste treat­
ment; terraces; wmdbreaks, fi Iter 
strips; pasture and hay land plant­
ing; grade stabilization structures; 
water and sediment control basins; 
grazing systems and many other 
water quality practices designed to 
protect Iowa's water. 

The Iowa Department of Ag­
riculture and Land Srewardship 
(IDALS) partnered with the Iowa 
Finance Authority and over 125 
lenders to bring the low-intere t 
loans to Iowa's producers. To date, 
50 counties have participated. 

In announcing the success of 
the program, Secretary Judge also 
announced that five million dollars 
has been allocated for 2006. Appli­
cations for the Local Water Protec­
tion Program are available through 
local soil and water conservation 
district . For more mformatlon, 
contact your local s01l and water 
conservation district or call Tony 
Toigo at 515/281-6148, or e-matl 
Tony at tony.to•go@ idals.state. 

CHARGE 
of your 
bottom 
line with 

HERCULEJC"I 
Insect Protection 7~ 
The Better BT 'V 

Pioneer" brand corn hybrids with 
HERCULEX' I INSECT PROTECTION 

Schroa;d·;~eF~·ed & Seed {ii,\. 
Hawkeye • 427-5310 P!Q~R. 
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NEED MORE VOLUME? 
Contact Hoth Grain Structures 

in Sumner for all your grain storage 
and handling needs. 

Horn£ G _ 1015 Yukon Ave. , 
RAII'I Sumner 

SraucnJRES,;ac. 563-578-8033 
Sumner. Ia. 

Protect vour truck 
with the world's 
#1 SPRAYED-ON BED liNING 
• Pennanently Protects Agafnst Rust and 

CorntSion 

• Won't Peel, Crack or Warp 

• Outperforms All Drop-In Uners 

• Great for Boats, bailers, RV's, leeps•. etc. 
• Helps Keep your Gear from Sliding 

• Resists Abrasion, even under Heavy Use 

~_..,,,_,., .. , • Not a Paint-Like Coating ... 
Sprays On up to 114" Thic.k 

GRAIN SYSTEMS 

One Source for Equipment & Service! 
Farm & Commercial Storage Bins, Hopper Tanks, Bulk Feed 
Tanks. Grain Dryers, Fans & Heaters. Floors & Supports , 
Bucket Elevators. Towers, Augers & Conveyors. 

~ge FS, Inc. 
Call Toll Free 800-247-0129 

Hazleton 319-636-2071 

SOLUTIONS THAT WORK 
FROM THE NATURAL RESOURCE. 

• · IOWMARK..Inc. Mo»99A 

W ildBiue \Ill g1ves you h1gh-speed two-way Internet 
access wherever you are and takes you anywhere CWA SkywayS 
on the Internet . fast W1ldBJue's Satellite Speed 
technology doesn 't even need phone lines. A Division of Allamakee·Ciayton Electric Cooperative 

Are you ready to go' Call us today, and we'll brmg 1-B00-864-1611 
W1ldBiue to you. www.acrec.com a w I L 0 BLuE Call us today, or for more infonnationvisit us online. u Sate/lite Speed Internet~ INTERNET THAT'S AFFORDABLE, ALWAYS ON AND AVAILABLE VIRTUALLY ANYWHERE FAST. 

~ 'ft l tlo ... _ .,.,.._ ... , ,... .... .,,_ ~· ~...... ... .f ... Ac< _ _, _..,._.- .... ,... ...... CioiAI•"""-- --.....--,_- ,.,,ra,o ...... .... 
G _. •#ltri ......... IOVol"""'"""" ... ...t>,octi<><?WifttQ•-·-· .... -· 1 I I ' .......... - ... ---"""0200'< Wiolluo~ · - Ill ... 
.... ....... ~,,.- ...... - .. _.....,-Cif'll'olfll. .. c---..,.""' 

Jon King 
11 Years 

Richard Witt 
22 Years 

Don Frazer 
30 Years 

Kent Nelson 
17 Years 

Your Ag Resource 

The First National Bank, Oelwein 
is dedicated to agriculture. We offer 
personalized service to meet the individual 
needs of each farm or ag business. 

With 80 years of combined experience, First 
National Bank is proud offer one of the finest 
area ag lendi ng teams. Jon King, Richard 
Witt, Don Frazer and Kent Nelson. all 
today to discuss financial options available to 
your farming operation. 

1 W Charles & 201 S Frederick 
Oelwein , lA 50662 

(319) 283-2524 or 1·800-568·4239 
www.fnboelwein.com 

HOMETOWN COMMUNrll SPIRIT 
H OMETOWN CoMMI ·Nm P,.uJr !W 
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For ~our hard work...Ma~nard Savings Bank 
salutes r'i.l~~u~ ~!JUlll~ !!!JllHt'l!.lti!Jllbl1! 

My experiences, cont. rrompg. 17 

From hfi: ]my Bt~rrack, Chris 1/asmiiJitll, Glmda Campbell, n11d C.]. l.msi11g 

Maynard 637-2289 & Hazleton 636-2431 

3rdAnnual 

OPEN 
HOUSE 

Thursday, March 9 
9:00am-4:00pm 

a corn bean rotation. 
I have noticed an improvement 

with the soil after several years of 
no-tilling. It may also be due to the 
fact that I don't use anhydrous 
wh1ch mcreases earthworm act1v1ty, 
but the mfiltrauon rate seems to be 
better 

I believe that these Fayette hilh 
require some special attention wuh 
l!fO)ion control when we go to mten­
slve row cropping. Since 1998 I have 
been 100 ~ no-ull except for one 
year -.e apphed liquid hog manure 
with tanks. In 2005. I farmed about 
600 acres, which most of the sloping 
cropland had contour buffers. I rent 
one farm that has terraces and con­
tour CRP buffers, two other farms 
have contour CRP buffers and one 
farm I rent has contour strips with 

We're serving hamburgers, pork sandwiches, 
chips, coffee, pop and milk 

corn, soybeans and hay being rotated 
on these strips. CRP buffers were my 
primary practice on 350 of the 600 
acres. They all work well wuh no­
ull farm mg. The contour buffers 
were definitely a challenge getting 
started. The first large project on 
the M1ke Finnegan farm was diffi­
cult because they were laid out m the 
fall and we didn't get them marked 
with a disk. The following spring. 
I was on the planter hanng a rough 
t1me figuring the system out With a 
little work, adjustment, and pat1ence. 
the contour buffe" arc working very 
well. There are some odd areas on 
the farm I have to deal with but some 
of them were there before. Some 
people complain about the short odd 
areas. but forget about the nice long 

Cub Cadet, Warrior and Gravely mowers on display. Stop in and take a look at our full 
line of lawn and garden equipment. We have everything from zero-turns to push­
mowers to tillers. 

The shop will be full of equipment for you to look at, as well as many items on Display 
outside. Company Representatives will be on hand to visit with you throughout the day. 

RED HOT OPEN HOUSE TWINE SPECIAL: 
C64X7000W 64" Net Wrap 
C67X7000EDGE 67" Over Edge Net Wrap 
C4000X350NB Baler Twine 
C4000X425NB Baler Twine 
C20000X125R Baler Twine 

SALE $180.00 
SALE $180.00 
SALE $25.00 
SALE $23.50 
SALE $23.50 

No Payments or Interest until May 1st, 2006, when you use your 
Case Vantage Card for purchases over $750. 

CASE Iii --
New Hampton Red Power, Inc. 

2205 240th St.. New Hampton 
PH 641-394-3178 FAX 641-394-2013 

www.nhrpsales@newhamptonredpower.com 

strips that farm quite well 
As stated ear!Jer, I have terraces 

and buffers. I !Jke the buffers better 
because they are not permanent and 
can be adJUSted to JUSt the right loca 
tion and they don't bust through after 
the big storms. 

Agam the cost factor of app!Jca­
tion leans in favor of the contour buf­
fers ver~us terraces. 

The contour buffer stnps work 
well with no-1111 farmmg, but I also 
use other practices where they are 

needed. I farm with grassed wa­
terways in the draws where needed. 
And along the Thrkey River, we have 
Installed vegetat1ve filter strips. The 
conservauon programs offer a lot of 
1ncent1ves to help farmers address 
soil erosion problems. 

AREA FARMS 
FOR SALE 

FAYETTE COUNTY 
Sec. 33 & 34 lllyria Twp., 
95 gross acres m/1, 9 1.6 1 
assessable, 35.3 til l., 
spectacular view, 
abundant wildlife. 

Sec. I of Smithfield Twp., 
134.90 acres, 83.8 till. 
(CRP & crop), 1-1/2 story 
hom<.;, bam machine shed. 

Sec. 29 of Eden Twp., 
40.5 acres, nearly all 
timber w/small pond. 

Sec. 2 & 3 of Harlan 
Twp., 139.19 acres, 120.3 
till., could be divided. 

Sec. 18 of Windsor Twp., 
147.78 acres, 134.9till., 
could be divided. 

A LLAMAKEE 
COUNTY 
Sec. 16 of Highland Twp., 
71.36 acres, 59.20 till., 
63.11 CSR. 

CLAYTO COU TY 
Sec. 12 of Highland Twp., 
87.86 acres, 81.20 till. , 2 
story home & 
outbuildings. 
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Conservation systems,cont. frompg. 16 

becomes fragile. 
Combine operators also hould 

pay attention to the height of the 
crop stubble left in the field. Crop 
stubble can protect the soil by lim­
iting exposure to wind and water 
erosion and trapping snow through 
fall . winter. and early spring. Of 
course, soybeans need to be cut 
near the ground to avoid gram 
loss, but operating the corn head 
higher leaves more stubble and 
fewer talks are run through the 
machine. 

Producers who want to estab-

portant to reflect and evaluate the 
outcomes of the previous season 
during the conservation planning 
process. Observations of yield 
performance, residue cover, and 
soil conditions should be guiding 
principals that minimize the po­
tential of repeating any conditions 
that caused problems in the previ­
ous year. 

Above all, conservation till­
age and no-tillage are great sys­
tems and have a po 1t1ve impact on 

soil productivity and profitability, 
no matter what the weather does. 

These systems conserve energy, 
improve soi l tilth and soil o rgan ic 
matter, and ca n reduce the capita l 
costs associated with the tillage 
equipmem used in conventional 
tillage. Conservation decisions 
made now can affect soi I erosion 
over the next several years. Use 
the time after harvest to gather 
information and make sound deci­
sions about conservat ion systems. 

lish a goal of 30 percent residue at 'r~i~~~~~~~~~!~~~~~~~~~ij~~~ planting time next year should not 1 

go to the field this fall with a till­
age implement, particularly into 
soybean residue. Soybean fields 
should be left in no-tillage. The 
amount of soybean residue is not 
significant enough to cause any 
change in soil cond itions, espe­
cially for tho e who are concerned 
about soi l wetness. If there is such 
a concern, then a good evaluation 
of the field conditions and assess­
ment for tile drains needs to be 
considered rather than continuous 
tilling, which increases the poten­
tial for energy loss, soil loss, yield 
loss, ect. 

Conclusion. As Iowa pro­
ducers start to make decision for 
the 2006 growing season, it is im-

LOOKING TO BUILD THIS SPRING? 
It's never to early to start 
planning for your new pole 
building or machine sheds. 
Call now to book all of your 

spring building projects. 

1:1 
Wheeling 

Corrugating 
A Division Of Wheeling-P ittsburgh 

Steel Corporation 

Heying Lumber Co. 
200 W Main St., Calmar, lA 1-866-HEYINGS 

Kitchen Cabinets • Home Remodeling & Garages 
Confinement • Free Stall Barns & Pole Sheds 

Add ALCOMP® liquid feed 
supplemenl to your da1ry ralion for 
higher mtlk product1on. Alcomp® 
1ncreases energy while s1111 
mainta1mng a h1gh fiber level. 
Alcomp® can be mixed in grain 
mix, TMR, Top-dressed, or Fed· 
free choice in lie tanks. 
Some of the benefits include: 

• Increased dietary intake 
• Stress reduction 
• Greater feed efficiency 
• Lower odor & nutrient loss 
• Liquid energy w/o animal fat 

_ ... M U"i:D 

Kevin Busta, West Union Manager. showcases one of the fo~r 
different Merrick's Milk Replacer available at Farmers Co-ops 
warehouse. Call today to place an order! 

• Costs less than fat 

Ft. Atkinson - Calmar 
Waucoma · West Union 
1-888-211-8910 

lAND(£\ lAK€5' l!iJ 
FEED 

It's Time. 

~~~&) ~;pOO!rm~ 
118 Main St. , Hawkeye (563) 427-3246 

GET THE SNOW PLOWED FASTER AND EASIER 
WITH THE GLACIER PLOW LOCK & RIDE SYSTEM. 

~NSTAllS IN 60 SECONDS 

TEST DRIVE A RANGER TODAY AT DRILLINGS ALL SEASON SPORTS 

Drilling's All Season Sports 
2355 175th St., Calmar 

563-562·3601 

POLARIS. 
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Planting and caring 
for your tree seedlings 

County shining 
By Lisa Bahe the top 25% tn acre for wetlands. 

Fayette County does it again! Wetlands are important for water 
In 2005 Fayette County had over qualuy. Wetlands act as filters 
1100 acres enrolled into the Con­
tmuous Conservation Reserve 
Program (CCRP). Not only dtd 
we have the most CCRP contracts 
10 2005 statewide we shined tn 
almmt every CCRP program of­
tered. 

Tree practices are very im­
portant for water quality. Fayette 
County was 8th in the state for tree 
practiCe acres enrolled into CCRP 
111 2005. Tree practices improve 
qual tty of surface water, decrease 
damage from windblown dust and 
proVIdes habitat for wildlife. 

Margtnal pastureland owners/ 
producers also saw benefit; of en­
rolling acres tnto CCRP. Fayette 
County took seventh in the state 
for 2005 CCRP acres in marginal 
pastureland. Practices available 
for margmal pastureland are the 
riparian buffer, wildlife habitat 
buffer and wetland buffer These 
pr3cril:e~ arc around wetlands and 
~treams. 

In 2005 Fayette County was in 

removing excess nutrients from 
reachtng water supplies. Wet­
lands provide important fish and 
wildlife habttat. One of the neat-
est thmgs about wetlands IS thelf 
sponge like characteristics which 
reduce flooding. Wetlands ab­
sorb runoff ol melting snow and 
ram and 111 return releasing excess 
water slowly tnto nvers and lakes. 
One acre of wetland flooded in 
depth of one foot holds 325.851 
gallons of water. 

Fayette County producers and 
landowners can see the benefits 
of van ous CRP practices. Many 
CRP practices are very appealing. 
T here are four different monetary 
incentive payments given to se­
lect ive practices. The fi rst is the 
additional incentive of 10-20% is 
given by the fede ra l government. 
The incentive increases the annual 
CCRP payment. Another incen­
ttve available to some practices 
is the prac tice incentive payment. 
The practice incentive payment al-

• Free* 75 Point Inspection by our 
John Deere Certified Technicians 

• Seed Meters Included in Free Inspection 
when brought in with the Planter 

ALL SERVICE INSPECTIONS INCLUDE YOUR CHOICE: 
5% Cas h Discount on parts and labor 

-or-
No interest/No Payments until July 1, 2006 

(To qualify- sign up with us by March 15, 2006) 
•u repairs total less than $500 10 shop work, there will be an inspection 

~~ 1' • ; II '"'- o ~ / t:: o I • I • 

www.hubcityimp.com 

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT 
1900 S. Frederick Ave., Oelwein 

(319) 283-4371 or (800) 498-4371 
"Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer" JOHN DEERE 

lows the producer to recetve a one­
ttme payment of 40% of the eli­
gible costs of practtce installation. 
The final mcenllve is the signmg 
incentive payment. Signtng incen­
tive payments given to selective 
practices of $100/ac for a ten year 
contract and $150/ac for a fifteen. 

Interested in CCRP for your 
farm? Now is a great time to ap­
ply. Soil rental rates increased 
statewide 111 January mcreasmg 
annua l CCRP payments. Many 
appreciate the aesthetics of CRP 
practices. Many practices have a 
variety of grass and forbs spectes. 
some highlighung beautiful flow­
ers. Others like to observe wild-
hfe that hvc• in the various CRP 
practices. Enjoy the b~nefits of 
CCR P on your land by applying at 
the Farm Service Agency. 

.41111.:.'\2 I n 

~· your independent builder 

By: Richard Jensen 
Spnng " in the a.r1 It's lime 

to plant some trees. The District's 
tree order forms are out and need 
to be returned. We have made 11 

simple for anyone to purchase 
some good seedlings. By combtn­
ing orders we are able to get quan­
tity dtscounts on the best trees of­
fered. We will go to the nursery 
and transport them back here for 
distribution. You will be able to 
pick them up tn excellent condition 
the following day at the parking 
lot. 

We have learned by experi­
ence that the sooner your seedlings 
are planted the better the survival 
rate. These bareroot seedlings 
need to be kept cool and damp at 
all times. On J>lanting day make 
certain that those roots do not get 
dry. A well-planted tree needs 
root-growing room. Dig a hole 

Our New Model Is Open 
and Ready For You To 

Come and See! 

that will easily accomodatc the 
root mass. A sharp. clean, bnght 
spade makes thiS task easier Pay 
close attention to the ground level 
mark on each seedling. Plant as 
deep or one inch deeper than the 
mark or ring. It is cnucal your 
seedlings have good root to soli 
contact. To achieve this, the soil 
should be as fine or crumbled as 
possible. I carefully fill the hole 
partially with fine dirt and then 
drown with water. Th1s removes 
any a1r pockets and blends the soil 
with the roots. Finish filling .hole 
with dirt and pack firmly. Drive 
a three foot stake by 11 to be used 
later for a tree protector wire ring. 
Thts is a must as deer will destroy 
many of your trees if not protected 
in some way. Grass and weed con­
trol is very important to the sucess 
of your newly planted trees. Her­
bicides, mulching, hand cutting or 
pulling are a few methods com­
monly used. This removes habitat 
for rodents. If you do not make at 
least a three year sincere manage­
ment commitment to your planting 
it will not be successful. 

I have lea.r;ned the hard way 
often. I now plant the best rooted 
seedlings. be site specific, place in 
soil properly. water, protect from 
harm. and I still lose too many. 
lnqu~re at the NRCS Office for ad­
ditional tree planttng advtce 

Good luck and thanks for be­
ing a steward for the land . 

This is a very spacious, custom-designed 32'x56' 

Madison. Grear open floor plan wirh a 23' flush 

archway. Three-bedrooms, 2 full barhs. Owner Barh 

has a shower, whirlpool rub and a huge walk-in closer. 

Lors of extras, including recessed foyer, 6-panel maple 

interior doors, wider baseboard and window rrim, Stoa• in and see what's 
new fm· 2006! fireplace, Maple Merillat cabinets and much more! 

De bbie Merrill , Indepe nde nt Bui lder 
Denise Els bernd, S ales Associate 

306 Hwy 150 S, West Union, lA 52175 
563-422-3277 • 1-800-643-3277 
email: dmemll@nebns.net 'WWW.homestead1owarealty.com 



~ 
HONDA 

BEST ON BAJl'I'B" 

DEAN'S HONDA 2008 South Frederick 
Oelwein, Iowa 
319-283-2301 

Your weal motorcycle and A1V tkaler. 
NO HASSLES, NO EXTRA FEES, NO UNFRIENDLY SALES PEOPLE. !iQJ.!BS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; 

www.dcanshonda.com Thur. 9-7; Sat. 9-2 




