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INIR0cOOTI0N

Thej..e  are  three  main  activities  upon  which  the  I)istrict  has  concentra,ted.
its  e.ff oi.ts  in  1954,

1.    I)eveloping  interest  in  Soil  Oonserva,tfon.

2.    I)eveloping  farm  conservation  plans  to  stop  soil  erosion.

3.    Providing  techaical  assistance  \.There  needed  to  put  these  plcans
ir`.to  action.     In  the  cc`.se  of  farmers  who  request  assistance  under    .
ACE  this   step  has   sor].etimes  pi-eceei-lled.  tile  first   t\..to.     In  some  SP,ses
it  has  -Oecn  the  mea.ns  of  developing  farni.e.r  inter.est.

There  are  many  L2:ro-tl-ps  and  individua`,1s  who  have  assisted  the  District  in
i.Jorking  tot.Jarcls  these  Objectives.     Peace  will  not  pepnit  their  enumeration  in
full,    rloiiJei-.er  the  I)istrict  t.rishes  to  express  its  sincere  the.nks  to  all  grolxps
ancl,  indiv-ichi.cr`|s  f or  any  a,ssistance  1-endered.     Ijigted  below  a,re  the  major  coil-
ti`ibutions  to  our  District  program  in.  1954i

U.   S.  Department  of  Jtericultrre,   Soil  Conservation  Service=

Soil  Conservationist    GS-9    -    12  months  service
Soil  Conservationist    GS-7    ib    12  months  Service
.Conservation Aids           GSL4    -20  months  service
Transportation,   office  space  and  sui]T?lies  for  the  abov6*
(U.   S.  Post  Office  Department  furnished  office  spa,ce.)

The  Ida,  Corn.ty  Farm  Burea;u,   Ectension  Service  and  the  Iowa  State
Ectension  Service  coo]?e±atirig  i'Jith  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture:

Assistance  from  the  County  Ectension  Director  in  arranging  rieetings.
Schools  and  other  educa.tiona].  a,ctivities  and  in  performing  t,hLe  duties

•  of  Secretar.y  for  the  Distl.ict.

Ida,  County Agricultura.1  StalJilization  a.nd  Conservation  Corrmittee :

$2785.00  in  off-set  funcls  for  the  1954  Agricultural  Conservation
Pro6-ra.in  and  assists.nee  in  laying  out  contour  guide  lines.

Iot.t-a,  Sta.t`e   Soil  Conserva,tion  Committee

$2215.50  for  Clerica,1 Assistance
$  500.00  for  S[isc?llaneous  expenses



I

DEvmopli`TG  INgmEso  li,I  sell,. coi`tsERVATION

The  1954  ACP  Program  of  ASC  has  had  a  rna.rked  effect  on  the  interest  the
•:.a.rmers  ha.ve   show.in  in  helping  themselves  with  S'oil  Conservation  probl.®ns.     Ih
:rr.any  cases  j'`icp  cost-sharing  has  been  the  determining  factor  as  to  1.Jhether  or  not
a.  fcr`~rmer  `',Jill  install  a  conservation  practice,    "iring  1954  Ida  County  ASC  Com
.|ittee  modif led  their  polic}t  to  the  extent  that  all  farmei`s  asking  for  assistance
'`.Jith terracing  i.i.ere  given priority  on  availa,ble  funds  instead  of  factoring  these

fL¥4g.Sr::u::#,::ep£:sC:::na:r:oaofr°::c:::§:h::et::k:H£:rr:¥:fyp:p£:i:::i::ance.
for  terra-ces,    They  have  also  changed` their  policy  in  that  they will  render  cost-
sharing  assistance  only fo±  tbe  initial  establi`shment  of  contouring  on  a  field.

The  Sioux  City  Program  for  Permanent  Agriculture  `iras  giveh  `.ride-spread
pu-01icity  in  Sioux  City  papers.    The.  program  is  sponsored jointly  ty  the
Journa.i-Tribune  -publication  and  Sioux  City  Chamber  of  Commerce;    This  District
had  38  entries  .in  the  contest.    She  sponsors  have  provided  each participant
T`Jith a.  small  token  prize.    Phis  year  for  the  first  time  the  sponsors  +ecognized
outstanding  i`JorF.  in  group  action  prograns  such as  Wat``ershed  development.    0`ir
East  j.`ildi.icl..  Creek  lratepshed  1.,'a~s  given  thi.s  1-ecognitioh.

The  Vetera,n-omthe-farm  training  program  contirmes  to. be  one  of  our  principle
tools  in  developing  fa,i.mer  interest.    The  ir`.structor  places  considerable  stress
on  the  theory  of  Soil  Erosion  and  Conservation.    i,'.Then  these  young  fa.rmers  have
comi]1eted  their  course,  they  are  all  interested  in  and understand  soil  conservation.

i...te  are  making  steady  progress  in  getting  nope  and  more  conservation  edu-
cation  installed  in  the  pu,blic  schools within  the  District.

Ihe  four  weekly  net4rspa{pers  located  i.rithin  the  District  have  rendered  out-
sta,nding  service  in  the  :i]ublication  of  all  matters  concerning  Soil  Conservation.
One  of  the  papers  added  a  reporter  to  its  staff  dnring  the  year  \.Jho  prepared
a,  number  Of  feature  a.i-ticles  with pictures.

For  the. pa,sb  t`,.ro  years  the  I)istrict  has  cooperated  `.Jith  eight  other  public
arid  semi-pn-Dlic  organizations  in  .the  operation  `of  a  fa,rm  tent  at  the  Ida  County
4LII  Fair.    Each cooDeratol.  he.s  an  exhibit  in  the  tent  and  in  ad.dition  assists  in
the  opei.ation  of  anrfuinformation  service  for  the  fair.     One  of  the  Cooperators
I.rag  a,  1occ?.1  radio  station  making  broadcasts  from  the  tent.    IJ.'ith  this  set  up
the  District  i.Jag  a-Die  to  €`et  better  tha,n  avera€;'e  vie`.ring  of  its  exhibit  by  Fair
goers.     This  District  coopera.ted  I..rith  the  Oral.Jford  County  Soil  Conservation
:Disti-ict  in  the  erection  Of  the  eJchibit  used  at  both  fairs.

mucJITl orTAL  ACTlvlTIEs

The  lieaders  Land  Use  Training  School  was  set  up  again  in  1954 under  ±ho
condit,ions  outlined  in  our  last  report.    The  attendance  `.Jas  about  the  same  as
ill  i?rQvious  years  as  outlined  below.     Ihere  1.J€`!s  277  tot,al  attendance.     Of  the'se
53  attended  2  sessions,  25  attended  3  sessions  and  13  attended all  4  sessions.

•`'fe  a.re  continuing  outr policy  to  veterans  i.Jho  ar8  in  the  on-thfrofarm  training

p.TQgra,in.     This  preference  a,1lo`.Js  the  veteran  to  install  his  conserva.tion  program
i.,'hile  he  is under  the  supervision  of  this  training  instructor.                            #



O`ir  I)istrict  cha.il.man  is  still  a  member  of  the  Ida  County  Ektension  Program
Plo,nning  Col.rm.ittee.    1te  fJeel  that  Soil  Conservaution  is  receiving  its  fair  pro-
portion  of  the  County  Extension  Directors  tine.

The  Conmnity  Committeemen  ol-  ASC  have  received  considerable  training  on
Soil  Conservation practices.    This  is  done  so  that  they  can better  advise  Aer.
participants  regarding`  the  pra,ctices  to  be  selected  for  cost  sharing.    i.Je  are
sure  t.hat  this  training  has  beeh  pared on  andi.  that  fa,rmers  in general  are  better
informed  about  SoilR Gonservatioh;

SOII,  coiTsmvJillch.T  FAFil  pLARETniG

A§  of  I)ecember  31.  1954  the  District  had  §§E active  District  Cooperators.
This  includes  ?£& basic  fa,rm plans.  3;§ adva,need  and ZE  initia,1  Cooperators.

'..,Je  have  continued  to  use  the  progressive  farm  planning  }?roceed:ures.     This
consists  of  a,ccepting  requests  for  assistance  (initial  cooperators),  providing
them. iiJith  information  about  their  farm  (advanced).  drafting a  conservation  plan
foi.  their  farru  (basic  cooperator).    The  proceedure  has  1.Jorked well  in  that  it
per.r.`iits  each  cooi]erator  to  proceed  a,§  rapidly  as  he  desires.

There  have  been  ro  additional  Flood  Control  PlansL `'.forked up  this  year  in
this  District.

1954  was  a  very  favorable  season  for  f ield  vJork.     Some  f ield  work was  done
in  Februar5`-.    The  frost  `.7a,s  cut  of  the  gi`ound  by April  i  and  weather  remained
`.Jai.in  enough  to  permit  field  work  to  continue  to  December  7.    As  a  result  of  this.,
long  season  i..Je  spent  a,  larger  amount  of  our  time  than  we  had  anticipa,ted  on
application `.JOFk  resulting  in a  corresponding  curtailment\ of  plarm.ing  activities.

CI#mT  oF  DlsTRlcT  coopr:RATORs  1945  ~  ig54



AmLICATlorf "`m  soll]  cthTsmvAplor.I  pnACTlcE

During  1954,  most  of  the  Sol.1  Conservation  practices  were  completed
in  the  Frost Aldrich Creek `iratershed.    This  includes i structures,  £4£
miles  of  terraces  and    3    miles  of  waterway  improvement._ i _ __ _ _ _

No.i`r  that  the  i.Jatershed  has  been  completed  most  of  the  cooperators
feel  that  the  substitution  of  terraces  f or  sbnictures  was  a. wise  move  and
t}rat  they are  receiving  more  benef its  on  the  land under  this  program  than
they i..Jould  have  were  only  structures  installed;

Ihe  following  chart  indicates  by y?ars  the  amounts  of practices  for
which District  personnel  rendered  on-site  assistance,

cELch  Or  OELslTE  AsslsTAIffoE  1946  -  i954
900C.O a

0

Feet  Of  Iile  Installed .,

a~,.   95561
.,

I.,!iles  of  Perraces  laid  out

`rfr-
LE=rz

o    L.~--.`,tl.,ia„-j -.-.-, ng-,®-se"I,,,S

5000

0

\`,-,-;/
•..`.  ~

..69

..',...

/`/

• Ac.res  Contouring  laid  out
drf#\. 8941

49       5\0       51       52
--.---     _-_:=_==`  ..-== ------    _-58       54



CH/LET   OF  ACP   COST-Sh-iApillJG

2000  -
1500  i
loo.0  i
500+

Miles  of  Terra,ces

.nys-. ` -`` -.,- _

Rods  of  Tile /
•-J'

Acres  of  Contouring

-  1757

-,
``.        -`    26252

46      4.7      48      49       5o       51       53       53       54
•R}

It  must  be  remembered.that  neither  of  these    tables  indicates .total
accomplisiiments.    i,tany  fa,rmel.s  not  now  I)istrict  Cooperators  and  not  re-
ceivi:ii.g  cost-sharing.  assistance  ha,ve  established  conservation  measui.es  on
their  farmt    t.Ire  have  no  way  of  lmo`.,ring  the  exact  extent  of  accomplishments.



PB0BIIE.ts

1:     Corn.  ac±eagc  allottments  as  no'``.r  administered  make  it  cliff icult  for
many  fa.rmers  to  follow  approved  crop  rotations.     T.'Je  knoi.i  of  no  per-
f ect.  §o].ubion  and  inan#  times      a  compromise  is  quite  unsatisfactory.
In  a,dclition  fa.rthers  i.Jho  hal.re  beeli  following  a  good  crop  rotation
f eel  t±iat  tli.ey  are  unduly  I?eiialized  i.rhen  they  ai.e  asked  to  reduce
corn  a.creat=c  1.,r].1.ile  others  may  even  iricrease   their  Corn  acreage.

2.    }jlany  flu.in.crs  still  feel  that  tli.e:,.  Can  not  use  the  amounts  of  roughage
called  for-by  proper  ci.oi]  rotations.    This  problem  is  agrivated  by
the  lacl'=  of  ca.pitol  to  -ourchase  necessai.y-  livestock.

3.    9ii~ere  is  a.  need  in  this  I)istrict  for  a  large  number  of  erosi.on  control
sbrucful.os.    Ordinarily  such  structures  Cost  fl.om  $1500  to  $5000.     Phe
needi  f or  most  of  t.hose  structures  occur  in  areas  of  reduced  produc-
tivity  and  the  fincancirig  under  these  conditions  is  a  serious  problem.
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ESTABI,ISHED  i'  FIB.   19'.   1946
Work Unit  Office  Opened  -March  13,.  1946

In.1954                    ¢o  Date

Sub-Watershed  C-roups  Orga.nized

Soil  Conservation  Surveys  (Acres)

Basic  Conservation  Pla,ns  (No.)
(Ac.)

Advanced  Conservation  Plans  (No. )
(Ac . )

``

Initia,1  Conservation Plans  (No.)'
(Ac . )

Acres  C,ontoti`r  I,aid.  Out

I.,tiles  PerLrac,es  Built

Ed-j.cation  i.tee.tings  Held   (lTo.)
(Attend)

Tile  I,ines  (Feet)

iFTews  Articles

Demonstra,tions  and  .ours  (Ho.)
(Attend)

Radio  &  TV  Talks

Ill.+,ride.y  Party  (I.To. )
(Attend)

0

7285

23
4810

21
4241

4,5
9557

8941

69

5
304

100841

24

5
88

i
1

180

`fi f*. #Eftt.

14

89594

249
47286

28
5452

76
15428

153

122
3987

207432

302

51
736

4

8
1530

H.  h  Elk.   Chairman
Icla  Cor'.nty  Soil  Conserva,tion  District


