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U. S. FIGRTS ON
IN PHILIPPINES

Silent on Whereabuuts |

of MacArthur. |

Manila—

Continued from Page 1.

bind at the entrance to Manila

bay

The war and navy department's
Rnnouncements on Lhe Luzon|
fighting were bald and blunt and |
spare of detail, but they contained |
clews which led military observers

here to reconstruect the situation
in this fashion:

It was evident that with Japa-
nese forces approaching Manlln
from two directions, over a ter-
raln little ndapted to defensive
fighting, MacArthur docided to
vield the l‘i!}' and continus the
battle on ground of his own
choosing.

A Daring Maneuver.

So, desplte enemy harassments,
he ordered a daring maneuver.
The delending forces to the south
withdrew and joined Lthe American
and Fillpino troops which had
been resisting the attack from
the north. This Jeft the southern
approach to Manila wide open and
the encmy marched in wnopposed,

But, to the north it gave Mae-
“Arthur a compact, one-unit
lighting forca with the ndvan-
tage of shorter lines, closely
co-ordinated command, and In.
broad battlefield of farm lamd,
Jungle and mouniain eountry In
which to make an delermined
stand.

At his back was Manila bay, the
South China ses and the long
mountainous Batan peninsuli
which forms Lthe western onclosure
of the bay. Just off the end of
the peninsula lies Corregidor and
nearby it three smaller fortified
1slands.

It was considered unquestionable |

here that the strategist MacA rithur |

had laid his plans months ago for|
the tactics he had been using in
this delaving action,

Equipment Removed,

Cavite, for instance, mpparently |
Wiis 1b.1r-dnm d several davs apo.
All stores and installations were
removed or destroved, and noth-
ing of value to the invader left
for him to seize

Cavite will be valueless as a Jap
naval base 85 long as Ameéerican
and Filipina troops hold l"nrr--.[

gidor fortress, strategists agreed.| Friday by Japanese troops.
\ 1. Manila harbor;
bore the brunt of Jap bombings after Manila was declared an undefended city

Big guns ‘on the Island port
command both entrances to Ma-
niia harbor, making It virtually
impossible for Japan te send
warships Inta the bay. Hence |
the naval installations, even if |'
repaired, would be withouwt valus
a5 long as Jupaoese warships ||
wore ynable to foree the Maniln |
bay entrunces,

Military officials were silent re-
garding 1he Japanese sthtement
that General MacArthur had with-
drawn to Corregidor fortress for
a “'last stanmd."

But some experta believe Cor-
rezidor could hold out indefinltely
The island a3 only four miles long
and a mile in breadth at the wid-
est point and therefore could ne-
commodate only a limited number
of men,

Provisions Stored Undergroond.

But it has abundant provisions
and mmmunition stered under-
ground, bomb shelters and an un-
derground hospital

The izsland 15 27 miles across W
ter from AManlia. Seven miles of
waler separate it from the main- |
land ta the south. anpd only two
miles from the malnlind to the
north—all within easy range of
Its guns, It is well equipped with |
anti-aircraft guns I

Many of the gun emplacements

are hewn out af zolid rock,
* * %

The American flag waved over
Manlla for 43 years, four months
and 20 days,

It first was run up ldate In the
day of Aup. 13, 1888, when Amer-
ican Lraops: entered the cily and
completed a victory for which Ad-
miral  George Dewey had paved
the way the previous May by de

stroying the Spanish warships in|'0 it

Manila hav.
Dewey's Aceount,

Dewey gives Lhis account of the|while the band of one of «

incident In his autoblography

AL 5:43 I saw the Bpanish flag|pn

* * * - * * * *

Where Battle for Philippines Rages

This is an aerial view of Manila, capital of the I"hil]; |'-:'n-'- :.i!-ml:ic x'*n--n was entered
Picture shows some of the
2. Pasig river; !

Fort :'_4_.".]'5?;,;-__‘0. 1. [}1-' W .:.F:'-l citv., which

The important naval base of Cavite, 10 miles south-
west of Manila on Manila bay, was evacuated by United
States forces before the Japs entered the capital Friday
1 United States seaplane flying over
the base, rm-i a navy ship 'I:l'rd up at a dock.

supplies centered there,
records and stores not d(‘ntl"ﬂ}'tl h'l. Id y bomber
removed, Hospital pex hﬂIl!’ldr‘- ‘ﬂ"dlne;i :

o the toopt RUSH TO ENLIST
GREATER THAN
IN LAST

This picture shows &
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This was ihe malpn battle nren in the
nila and thes Cavits naval base. Mnin fighting was in the sector north and northwest o
American tronps conlinued stubbornly to resist sliocks.
thur's forces had fallen back to Corregldor fortress and Batan peninsuls, just above If,

Fhilippines I'riday ns tha LUnited States forces pave up Ma

Tokyo reporfed that Gen, Dooglas MoacAr

cd T

é-.:«!aﬁ

[

botel; 6. Le-;._:ahtnn building
9, Hal&can';nrr palace: 10. lur mer Bilibid prison; 11. San Lazaro hospital; 12. San Lazaro

F) “:
7. the Fsmlta or business center; 8, San Jose hospital; | wa» af war did nof come until

nese counter-attack lll -t
skirts of Changsha, a
communique sald today.
The battle still is raging
ly for that capital city of
province, scene of two of Ji
most humilinting defeats of the
Chinese war in October, 1939, and
# | September, 1041,

The majority of the Japaness
casunlties wers dus fo artillery
fire supporting the sudden on-
slaught by the main body of
Chinese troops,

“A flerce battle of annihilation

i" sLll waus raging at the Ume this

dispatch was sent,”” the commu=

% [nigue continued.

*“A portion of the Japanese forca

- which reached the eastern gate

@ |of Changsha on the night of Jan,
= 11 was totally wiped out by Chiness
machine gun fire.

Changsha, in the midst of & rich
rice-growing district, is 400 air-
line miles northwest of Japanese-
held Hong Kong and about the
same distance cast of Chungking,
* Kk K

“NOT PERMANENTLY."

TOKYO, JAPAN (OFFICIAL
BROADCAST RECORDED BY
A.P.)—A Japancse dispatch dated
Hankow quoled military quarters
a4 sayving the Japanese "may not
pccupy Changsha permanently as
it was the purpose to crush Chi-
nese resistance’” in driving on tha
Hunan capital. The Japanese claim
they oceupled Changsha Thursday
night,

DATE OF WAR
A JAP HOLIDAY

TOKYOD, JAPAN (OFFICIAL
BROADCAST HEARD BY AP)—
The Japanecse cabinet Friday di-
rected that the eighth of every
month be celebrated as a national
holiday in commemotation of the
start of the war with the United
States and Britain,

[ The Japanese actually sprang
their attack on Pearl Harber
soon after dawn Dec. 7, Howalf
time, but the imperial headguar-
ters announcement that Japaon

Deo, & in Tokyo,]
The Japanese success in the

racetrack: 13. Santo Tomas university; 14. the road to Lingayen gulf, where the first |Philippines was attributed here to
Lrge Jap invasion force hnded —“ IREPHOTO (7,

half million dollar Cavite was tl U8 principal Un
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1. The atiack on Pearl Har-

MANILA'S FALL
1S 'NOT THE END'S.

Filipino Pledges Isle
Will Fight On.

The soriter of thix arficle
the officinl ropresentative of (th
Philippines povernment
country, He is also a member df
Presidont Manwel Queon’s (ﬂ'ﬁ]"
nef and ia the islunds’ leading
industrializt,

By Joaquin M. Elizalde.

{Plilippines resident commia-
mioner to the i,

WASHINGTON, D, C.
| The fall of Manila is tragic heart-
.'ruum for the people of my coun-

g.)

'fmr we. o not
gard it na lhe

Wea mll cnnljnua

by fuot, on what-
fronts Are
eszary. We

ited States
d most of its
equipment,
s had been
beare for wounded,

lands rmcl our d.«-
termination
to yield |s with-

ELIZALDE,

This sad  blow
— [ will umrmsn tho resistance from
MacArthur's

dul‘r'ndlng forces north of Ma-
the: Japaness ta
s niid forests where

mechanized

¥
that |Will have minimum

| The Japanese will have to fig

Lhiese :nnd tions.
We can antie |I'|n nte comple te anr | fhe
OUr | Arnerican
building =upplisd
overrun  BY 15e Westniinster.
BU'. the rqru'r]l‘_ nf i~
ride and solidarity which |
Catholics have|pas prevailed for EE nerations in
ree love for our native land

of

will only strengthen our resolve
lo rid the land of these invaders. | ¢80 plans to reinforce (the

wisible nnity nmun;

incth

(UPI—

uniting

f the

Iea, ‘based-on

corded citizens of the
double  our -
ot moe|Actor Tony Martin

possible; soon, I hope, the aveng-| Enlists in the quy
ing of this unprovoled assault,

This feeling will
power Lo resist;

YORK, N.
The Berlin radio Friday broadcast
a dispatch from Vichy,

Leahy

which Continued from Poge 1.

American
which would

iday openetl

in
Duke [ation of a Iaber-management

bor “which smashed all Amet-

Philippines in case of war.
%, "The over-estimation of

There exists a mmph-u- and in-| General Douglas MacArthur's
our people,| resources which led to l. false
l"ﬁel‘nﬂl‘ﬂ:ﬂﬂ;"]ﬁﬂ[ﬂfwau A aunse "ol scoanity,

gur full pratitude to 3. ﬂcugmphlcnl rlimnl.l.lllu in-
the United States for zranting to| yolved In defense of the islands.
us, in spite of American soveréign- 4. “Miscalculation of  the
ty, all the rights and freedoms ae-| power and determination of
United| Japanese armed forces'

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. (#—

US,REPLY’ TO |seevmnt e et
FREE FREN CH|z'ui et = e

Martin, 28, will have as one of

(11.p) — {his main duties interviewing col-

{lege students.

France,|  JTALIAN GENERAL DIES,
which a=serted that United Slales ROME ITALY (OFFICIAL

Ambassador

had proposed to Chief of
Henri Fhilippe
conditions”
French forces would be evatuated
from the {slands of St. Pierre and |
Miguelon.
“These concern chiefly the for- Autﬂs—
tifications on those islands,
are not to be extended or toa be
used - against the Unlted  States"
the
said that Admiral Leaby demand-
ed that a permanent
controel Peommission,
wear uniforms, be installed on the
Islands."

| BROADCAST RECORDED BYas
AP —Gen. Giuseppe Motta died

=
‘_EE...EMI' at Turin, Italy, Friday of a heart
) FI-‘::,-:- attatk during exercise, Stefanl,

Ilalian news agency, reported.

ence that the stoppage of passen-
ger car production would create a
temporary unemployment problem
but that the hardship cases would
be cared for.

He sald many automoblls

workers would he forced aut of
jobs for a period averaging

alro

Rmtmg i Narway about two months until the au-

Affer Brfﬁsh Rﬂ’lds tomobile plants conld retool for

STOCKHOLM,
L'RDAY) (A%
Norway,

war production. He declared all

SWEDEN (SAT-| displaced workers could be re-

-T_-: from Oslo, | employed  when retooling was
the British| completed.

Commando raids on *—h‘" Norwej 'm:n| Sldney Hillman, OPM associata

coast had cause

western Norway,

|mans arresting

over director, announced that plans to
Uer-|speed up use of automotive faclli-

hundred |g(es for production of weapona
hi|demonstrators for military court|would be discussed at a foint la-
warfare. Ijaciion.
goldier will
own under

| bor-management-government cons
| Ference here Monday,

CANTEEN. | The government’s suggestions
LONDON, ENGLAND UP—The |
(L niki -ri Etn'.-'-F navy Fr

are cxpected to include pooling of
lengineering and production facili-
for|lies, spreading of defensa work

Althrough all usable plants, and ere-

!-:Eﬂerung commities,
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Army Presses Recruiting Drives
Big Corregidor Gun Is Loaded for Action

'.‘_

1his 1z one of the big 12-inch disappearing rifles, part | stronghold of American resistance to the Japanese in-
of Battery Cheney at Fort Mills on Corregidor island, | vaders in the Philippines. Seoldiers are ramming home a
| which commands the entrance to Manila bay and is a | powder charge during maneuvers.—WIREPHOTO (%),
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Killed, Missing, Prisoners

1. 1943 in wrplane aceldent
while in the performance of his Staff Sgt. John M. Fishel, hus- Cpl. Clarence’ Stanley Hodgson,
1 tlanmital o ¥ = f M an . o LD son
duties with thé Hospital Corps of hand of Erma Eflin Fishel of San son o Mr. and ‘Mra i; B. Hopdgso T
the Matioe nviation "In Hewailnn ! . . p of Eddyville, dled of wounds re  [JSORCne b —nanl el ol
o 3 e Wk MARIEE T8 Fianl Francigeo, Callf, formerly of Os- ceived In action while serving with got David D). Naaligeboren, mon
e T S I SR i i vun. laloosn; died Inan internment camp the Marines In the Soulhwest Pa- of Mr and Mrs. C. J. Nanktgeboran
- F i { §
vHen one of the planes at- In the Philippines, July, 1943 He At cific. He had been with the Ma. of Pella and brother of Martin and

I e ;..:l ' IF i

D ! I i 1 [* f Th . Willl Nanlttgeboren of OsMaloosa, §
38 sEeNVINE with tha I\.rnly Alr Willle Dals 1‘-":&-‘”'-":—!'!,‘_ aon of Mr rines aince Ik.j'hu“t- 1640. The above 1 I

of control and crashed info Mid- . pieturs wns recelved by his sister, died In a German prison camp, I
vd. X6 dind In x hbeplal, neve) Corp having been transferred to the  and Mry, G. G. Wymore, Radloman, Donng. {wo davs hefore Chrlstrmas July 18, 1943, He Hnd beon taken

rerninlay eonselouansks, iz mer. Philipplnes from San Francisco,|1/¢, of the U. 8. Navy, Is belng AT At e fr-.w dave bafare the Dridones at Fald Pass in the Notth
held ‘A priecner of war In the tamily was notified u-f his death. Afrlean  compalgn In Februnry,
Fhilippine Islands. He wis serving 4 KO K2 gerving with the 34ih wislon.

In the Manillx Bay arex at the ' '
time of capitulation, I B
of the Japanese after tha ﬂafaﬂﬂ' ir k0 &

vica record wna Highly commoend- Calif, In Octobar 1040 soon after

ed by his officers in thelr letlers Liy marriage to the local girl. He
to the fomily aftor his death.

| 'wns previously reported prisoner
o G+ & !

campaipn. Mrs. Fiahel is engaged

in defenss wWork at San Franclsco, |
il S S

Pvt. Gavierd Jamas - Biovee, son
of W. H Bovee of aouth F etrect
extenslon, died whilsa balng held a
prisoner by the Japanase, July,
1943, He is the first of the Japa-
nese held prissmers to be roported Lt
dead. Pvt, Bovee was 30 years . fehter squadron was kKilled
of age, enlisted In Army In Call- arsvem 20 1943 In a plane crash at
fornin, nnd wasa poon asgigned to the Sarta Fosa, Calif,, Army air-
duty In the Philippines, where he 4qrome, whers he was taking ‘ad-
lost his lfe when the Navy h“n‘l'[ll Inmes Feginald Fansher, Eles- was' statloned at the time of the vanced trnining, Heé was the son

 Paul A. Leydens assigned to

Finalgn Ddrle Liea Schatfatall, son
aof Mrs, Balph Boeger of 'Oskalocan

K-05 was destroyed hy arcidental Japanesa attack, He had previoualy - i y ;
fi outlne  Firkt 46 the tricians Mats 1/¢; son of Mr, and ) = . 2 vi{| Ok pIIR SAROG M AL Deydend-of

ire , gn. & roupne fHgQt< 10 She been reported missing In action and | Naw Sharon and husband of Mrs

¥ | '] ¥ ¥ 1| ] I3 8 & F v ] n : "
West Indiek early In November.| Mra. J. B. Fansher of 611 north ' pbad been known hy his family to Hadys Hull Leydena, LB ] Bl Ly
After completing’ of Pro-Flight 'B  street, and husband of Mrs. hava gerved with Genernl Maec-| *ROK 1 Hubert Dwight Hough, yeoman, |
2 catity ! "h""' :'J'II'_"‘" ity of low : Anetn Fansher af Long BHeach | Arthur during the last daye of the ¥ gecond class; i veéported as Being |
in santambal 1842, he wns Bsn . w o i y . - _
ta th e gl e % Than Alpl Callf, was reported by the War U, S, troops, residence In those ls- held m ‘pilsoner’ of war by th
Rl Sk T i e hA 7 lands, Japanese, following his. disappoar-
Tralning Station al Lakehurst, N, | Department as  prisoner of the & uD ¥~ dnce MOtiie: oo Muty: I6 Mabils

J. Hu received his commission In! Japansse on the Island of Tarawh, Bny, Wollfiction was re¢elved liat

A | —_.
. ' - L merly known ss Formosa. Ho March Sii.
A
itationed on Corregidor as a e A B
i et . -
" s, - ; i f‘nm muan AL fhe timé i~ - re—re
i ) vy # . ‘all B the Philippines and '
f kW agidor., Fpr meveral years he ’

Houston. He

Gllbarl Hols, son of Mr.
and Mrs Ciarl Hols of Ositnloosn,
who hnd been reported lost in ac-
tion at Corregidor no year ago is
being held prisoner by the Japa-
y  neéae, e had been stationed at Fort
| MIlls In the-Philipplne -Island after

nssignment to aversens duty, ‘but

Another prisoner held by the wus with Oeneral MacArihups
Germans Is Upl. Rex Denning: 800 forces to the Inkt af tha fighl Iﬂl‘l
of Mr. and Mrs, Elmer Dennlng of ihdge islands He wis une-ur the
near Eddyville, who was In the g0 volunteers in Mahnska county
entering service on March 17, 1844
After receiving hasie training at
Ft. Sill, Okla, he was stationed

Osear

g b U R R il

lillon Machinists Mate, =soee-
clnss, Kenneh Toll son of Mr
i Mr=, Tra Tall, 516 G Ave, weat,

Indl In an accidental bomb

Cpl. Dale Eugena Smith, son of
Mr, and Mrs Firm Smith of neay
Givin, may be a prisoner in Ger-
many. He was in A prison eamp
Ip Ttaly Hut It {8 not known wheth-
er he was one of the Allled prizon-

ilan. while hd' wna on duty dNarth African invaslon and wnas
ona of some 2000 Jowans captured

by the Germans in Bommell's sur-

prise attack at Fald Pass, He was ., _ ) o ers relegsed when the Ilajjlans

=i - iTe : at varlous army camp® in the 1. 3

ferving with an Anti-Tank &om before leaving for the: Philippines surrendéread. There |a a pgaeibility
] Cd g 0 ne: r i IDINEE

pany of an [owa regiment with the ' that he might have made his way

o wD ud

FHth division.

O

to Allied forces. He went through
the North African Invasion and
mich of the early fighting with an
Iawa regiment of the 3th divislon

John W. Hamllton, Master Motor
Machinist Mate, 'S N., son of M:

and Mre. O, A, Bamey of Hedrick
was réporied misiing In sctlon on
March 24, 13, He was gerving

abhaard thoe submarine, Amberiack

arl am Lha high school at
itien ||1|

Ames, He was in. §

Buarch, E,

i Pie. Clareancee Ell Grubb, =on of T .
d In the Navy Febriary M. 2/e, son of Mrs. Oin Burch of | My nrthir Rogers, 1008  Third Ensign Eldin K. Arms of Nava
stationed at Ke¥| promont, was reported missing in vanue wont, who went overseszs] nvlatlon, son of Rev. and Mre
M o . A the first “year of his wetion last Octobar aftar abaut twi vith the ilh divialon and was cap- | Wllnion  ATTS of Kennvbeeo, 5 D
i ENEN tranEsie 1 2 o e hr W | Lt iermans in tha fight-| nnd  former Clotzing college stu-
b in = 1 den killed in actlon In the
Lo 2 { L 0 : . ry Pacilic a rHee to word re

1 hers UctobEr 20,



- L

PAGE TWO

Hubert Hough Tells of His [nriiay

Experiences

as Jap Prisoner|“u..."

- ¥ gps BN

in Chinm D ik
} rtment In the Muany Died On Ship

DAILY HERALD, OSKALOOSA, [OWA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1945
Rex L. Allgood
Deseribes Trip
To Philippines
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with a:corsage-of’ salmon; roses.’

Oskaloosa” high: school: "and? has

t. W. W, Erevert, “The*bridegroor
,three years in
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Interested
In Tnials Of
Jap Guards

Two Oskaloosa veterans of Cor-
regidor who suffered from abuse
of the Japs are very much inter-
ested in the war crime trials in
progress at Tokyo, Japan.

Lieut. (j.g.) Hubert ' Dwight
Hough of the Navy Annex at
Washington, D. C. and Gilbert Os-
car Hols of the fairgrounds veter-
ans’ housing here have furnished
statements concerning their treat-
ment by Jap guards which will be
introduced during the trial.

Included in Charges

Particular incidents referred to
include:

In or about March, 1945, the un-
lawful mistreatment and abuse by
a civillan guard known as “Patch-
eye” and “Fu man” of Herbert D.
Hough, an American Prisoner of
War, by beating him with a heavy
cane.

On a certain occasion between
15 October, 1944, and 30 June,
1945, the unlawful mistreatment
and abuse by a Japanese guard
known as ‘“Moustache” of Gilbert
O. Hols, an American Prisoner of
War,
knocking him unconscious with a
rifle butt.

| Hough Reenlists

Lieut. Hough reenlisted soon aft-
er his release from service in 1945
and is now stationed at the Navy
Annex in Washington. He only re-
cently returned to Washington aft-
er a visit here. His wife remained
for a more extended visit.

Hols resides at the local housing
project and is employed as a car-

construction development.
Both Furnish Information
Both Hough and Hols furnished
the Allied Powers in Japan with
much information regarding the
mistreatment of prisoners of war.
Both could have made the trip to

by kicking him and by |
prison at Manila for a time and

|
l

Japan to personally appear at the
trials, if they wanted to.
Hols is particularly anxious that

“Moustache,” “Patcheye”, “Katie”, |
“Big, Middle and Little Watana- |

be,” and other camp guards and

the camp commander, Lieut. Ryo- |

hei Tanaka, of Dice camp and
Camp 11-B of the Tokyo area real-
ly get the maximum penalty for
their brutality.
Charges Against Japs

The Japs are accused of beating
the prisoners, failing to provide
proper rations, quarters, clothing,
heat, hygiene, and available medi-
cine and medical care at both
camps, forcing sick and injured
men to work, stealing Red Cross
supplies, failure to protect the men
from air raids, etc.

Hough and Hols were in Bilibid

then were placed on the prison
ship that became known as the
“Horror of Maru.” Scores died of
starvation, disease and neglect.

The survivors of the ship were
herded into an air raid shelter and
burned to death when the Japs
poured gasoline into the shelter
and then set it afire.

Taken to Tokyo
The two Oskaloogans spent some

‘time in a prison camp on Formosa
penter at the Sunrise Knoll home

but eventually were shipped to

Tokyo where they were forced to

work for the Japs.

They saw the effects of the
American bombing of the Japanese
capital and were among the first
prisoners released after the Jap
surrender.
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eezer. ‘He Deserved It.’
lesday | YOKOIIAMA, JAPAN () Lt.
ve for |Ryohei Tanaka, former prison
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Jap Torturer
Of 2 lowans

Gets 25 Years

. Robort M. Herbeck, Chicago,

bert Hole, both of Oskaloosa, Ia.,
were among the prisoners Tonaka
mistreated.

e o o
| .
Gilbert Hole
(The Tribune’s Towa News Service.)
OSKALOOSA, IA. — “He. de-
served all he got,” Gilbert Hole
said in Oskaloosa Tuesday when
told about the sentence imposed
‘on Lieutenant Tanaka,
Hole, who was in the army,
4 said he and Hubert Hough
were captured on Corregidor
’ in May, 1942, and were togeth-
er in prison camps on Formosa.
Hole. was discharged in March,
1946, and Hough re-enlisted in the
navy. -
| Hole said he was in prison
icamps for three and a half years
'and “got a good working over.”

‘kaloosa contractor. He contract-

5

1

thoet o

;ed a fever while in the Japanese
prison camps and suffers severe
headaches. He said Tuesday h¢
pianned to go to Des Moines
Wednesday for treatment at Vet-y
erans hospital.

Tanaka Gets 25

Years For Yank
Mistreatment

71996
(United Press Dispatch)

Yokohama, Feb. 4—The U. S.
Army has named two Oskaloosa,
Iowa, residents among American
war prisoners who were beaten
and mistreated by Ryohei Tanaka,
former Japanese army lieutenant, |
sentenced to serve a 25-year pris-|
on term. ‘

They were Hubert B. Hough
and Gilbert O. Hols.

Tanaka was found guilty of
contributing to many deaths in
prisoner of war camps in the
Tokyo area. Twenty-eight allied |
prisoners of war allegedly were|
killed -because Tanaka failed to
provide adequate shelter during U.

ok =T

S. bombing raids. :

L4

Sentence Four
More For Yank
Mistreatmemfp

(United Press Dispdtch)

Yokohama, Feb. 6.—A forme:
prisoner of war camp commander
known as “The Gorilla” and three
of his subordinates were sentenced
to prison today for mistreating
Americans in the Umeda Bunshc
| prison camp near Osaka, Japan.

A fifth Japanese on trial before
the miliary commission was ac-
[quitted.

“The Gorilla,” former warrant
officer Ichiji Kinari, was sent to
prison for two years at hard la-
bor for failing to restrain his men.
Fusao Shinya, one of the subordi-
natfs. was given an eight-year
‘entence for

them with rifle butt,

Osao Ijitsu was sentenced to
one year and Yukio Okabuchi to
20 months. Nebuo Ikadazu was
acquitted. All three were guards
at the camp.

Victims of “The Gorilla” and his
underlings included Orin A. La-
croix, St. Peter, Minn., and Edwin
+H. Bahr, Miller, S. Dak,
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Interested
In Trials Of
Jap Guards

Two Oskaloosa veterans of Cor-
regidor who suffered from abuse
of the Japs are very much inter-
ested in the war crime trials in
progress at Tokyo, Japan.

Lieut. (j.g.) Hubert ' Dwight
Hough of the Navy Annex at
Washington, D. C. and Gilbert Os-
car Hols of the fairgrounds veter-
ang’ housing here have furnished
statements concerning their treat-
ment by Jap guards which will be
introduced during the trial.

Included in Charges

Particular incidents referred to
include:

In or about March, 1945, the un-
lawful mistreatment and abuse by
a civilian guard known as “Patch-
eye” and “Fu man” of Herbert D.
Hough, an American Prisoner of
War, by beating him with a heavy
cane.

On a certain occasion between
15 October, 1944, and 30 June,
1945, the unlawful mistreatment
and abuse by a Japanese guard

known as “Moustache” of Gilbert

O. Hols, an American Prisoner of
War, by kicking him and by
knocking him unconscious with a
rifle butt.
Hough Reenlists
Lieut. Hough reenlisted soon aft-
er his release from service in 1945
and is now stationed at the Navy
Annex in Washington. He only re-
cently returned to Washington aft-
er a visit here. His wife remained
for a more extended visit.

Hols resides at the local housing
project and is employed as a car-
penter at the Sunrise Knoll home
construction development. ‘

Both Furnish Information
Both Hough and Hols furnished
the Allied Powers in Japan with
much information regarding the
mistreatment of prisoners of war.
Both could have made the trip to|

Japan to personally appear at the
trials, if they wanted to.

Hols is particularly anxious that | '
““Moustache,” “Patcheye”, “Katie”,
“Big, Middle and Little Watana-
be,” and other camp guards and
the camp commander, Lieut. Ryo-
hei Tanaka, of Dice camp and
Camp 11-B of the Tokyo area real-
ly get the maximum penalty for
their brutality.

Charges Against Japs

The Japs are accused of beating
the prisoners, failing to provide
proper rations, quarters, clothing,
heat, hygiene, and available medi-
cine and medical care at both
camps, forcing sick and injured
{men to work, stealing Red Cross
|supplies, failure to protect the men
from air raids, etc.

Hough and Hols were in Bilibid
prison at Manila for a time and
then were placed on the prison
ship that became known as the
“Horror of Maru.” Scores died of
starvation, disease and neglect.

The survivors of the ship were
‘herded into an air raid shelter and
burned to death when the Japs
/poured gasoline into the shelter
and then set it afire.

Taken to Tokyo

The two Oskaloosans spent some
‘time in a prison camp on Formosa
but eventually were shipped to
Tokyo where they were forced to
work for the Japs.

They saw the effects of the
{American bombing of the Japanese
‘capital and were among the first

[prisoners released after the Jap
surrender.
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Gets 25 Years

Jap Torturer
Of 2 lowans

Oskaloosan Says
‘He Deserved It.

YOKOHAMA, JAPAN (/P)—Lt.
Ryohex Tanaka, former prison
caimp commander, Tuesday was
sentenced to 25 years at liard la-
bor for atrocities that contributed
to the deaths of at least 28
Americans.

Robart M. Herbeck, Chicago,
I1l., .died after a beating by

’I‘anaka Hubert Hough and Gil-|

bert Hole, both of Oskaloosa, Ia.,
were among the prisoners Tonaka
mistreated
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Tanaka Gets 25
Years For Yank
Mistreatment

/996
(United Press Dispatch)

Yokohama, Feb. 4—The U. S.
Army has named two Oskaloosa,
Jowa, residents among American
war prisoners who were beaten
and mistreated by Ryohei Tanaka,
former Japanese army lieutenant,
sentenced to serve a 25-year pris-
on term.

They were Hubert B. Hough
and Gilbert O. Hols.

Tanaka was found guilty of
contributing to many deaths in
prisoner of war camps in the
Tokyo area. Twenty-eight allied
prisoners of war allegedly were
killed -because Tanaka failed to
provide adequate shelter during U.
S. bombing raids. e




Sentence Four
More For Yank
Mistreatmem‘p

(United Press Dispdtch)

Yokohama, KFeb. 6.—A former
prisoner of war camp commander
known as ‘“The Gorilla” and three
of his subordinates were sentenced
to prison today for mistreating
Americans in the Umeda Bunsho
prison camp near Osaka, Japan.

A fifth Japanese on trial before
the miliary commission was ac-
[ quitted.
|  “The Gorilla,” former warrant
officer Ichiji Kinari, was sent to
prison for two years at hard la-
bor for failing to restrain his men.
Fusao Shinya, one of the subordi-
nates, was given an eight-year

‘entence for qumes wllxich includ-
ed cramming potatoes into the
mouths of Americans and beating
them with rifle butt.

Osao TIjitsu was sentenced to
one year and Yukio Okabuchi to
20 months. Nebuo Ikadazu was
acquitted. All three were guards
at the camp.

Victims of “The Gorilla” and his
underlings included Orin A. La-
croix, St. Peter, Minn., and Edwin
+H. Bahr, Miller, S. Dak,
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CORRE

An American photographer visits Corregidor 25

years after General Wainwright surrendered there.

HE PENINSULA of Bataan and the

island of Corregidor in the Philip-

pines were busy places this spring.
Some 500 veterans of MacArthur’s and
Wainwright’s WW2 stand, with wives
and Gold Star mothers, returned in
April for the 25th anniversary of the
five-month siege that ended in May 1942,
with the surrender on Corregidor.

It was a gala occasion. The Filipinos
had forgotten nothing. En masse they
cheered the pilgrims and strewed their
way with flowers. Individually, men and
women, old and middle-aged, shared ex-
periences and memories down to the last
small detail of the days of the Japanese
conquest. On April 9, all Manila was
turned over to a giant parade. There were
treks down the Bataan peninsula, and to
Corregidor — and individual visits to
other spots of personal importance—and
to the American Military Cemetery.

Not part of the pilgrimage was photog-
rapher J. F. Katzel, of Denver, Colo.,
who had been with his camera to the war
in Vietnam, then flew into Manila to
record what would catch his eye. What
caught his eye was Corregidor today. He
went on an official tour of “The Rock,”
then returned for a private inspection.
Katzel shot roll on roll of photographs
of the rugged little island, plans for
whose restoration have not yet come off,
then recorded on tape his impressions of
a 25-year-old battleground that remains
almost untouched by man over the
quarter century, but has been invaded
chiefly by the forces of nature.

Katzel’s impressions and mixed emo-
tions come through in his brief, general
description of Corregidor revisited, and
in his few words accompanying those of
his pictures that are shown here. He saw
ghosts  everywhere. Said Katzel:

“While walking alone on Corregidor
with no one else on the island and pho-
tographing the various installations, I
had the eerie feeling that the ghosts of
the defenders were watching my every
move. It was amazing to me that there
was so much to see and photograph as
there actually was. I can only hope that
the decay proceeds no further. Your
imagination, as it sees the ruin and dev-

astation, lets you believe that it hap-
pened only yesterday instead of a quarter
of a century ago. Further decay and
jungle growth will in time completely
obliterate this heroic bastion of freedom.
The feeling is very persistent that it was
an island full of life and song, then turn-
ing to screams of pain and agony. It's
not at all difficult, while sitting on the
steps of the Battery Way, to imagine a
Japanese fighter plane come screaming
in at tree-top level to strafe the defenders
and the installations neither is it
difficult to hear the running footsteps
attempting to get out of the way of the
incoming planes’ machinegun fire.

“These sounds can definitely exist in
your imagination when you are alone on
the island. My first visit was with one of
the guided tours from Manila. On my
second visit I was alone and that’s when
the island came to life, the guns spoke,
the craters caused by Japanese bombs
spoke, the pockmarked walls spoke, the
running feet on the steps leading to the
barracks on the topside, the stones which
made up the staff headquarters . . . all
spoke of the life and the death that was
here. Life is gone but death remains. 1
felt as though I were an intruder and
even the click of my camera shutter was
an intrusion into the past. If the decay
and the jungle growth could be arrested
and the remains of Corregidor frozen in
time just as it is today, it would be a
most expressive and impressive monu-
ment to those brave defenders who
fought to the very last. Future genera-
tions could then know and see exactly
how the island looked when our last shot
was fired, but this cannot be, since decay
and plant life will finally swallow up
what’s left.

“T was lucky to have had a chance to
be alone on Corregidor. The visible signs
of war indicate strongly the terror that
must have been with the defenders, every
minute of that terrible siege. Its final
capitulation on May 6th, though a dif-
ficult pill to swallow, must have been a
relief to those men and women. An un-
happy defeat, certainly . . . but the five-
month sounds of battle were for the
moment gone.”
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o HIS PHOTO shows the island of
Corregidor, which lies principally
east and west with the tail end of

the island pointing to Manila. On the

tail end of the island there are two im-

portant features. One is the wartime cem-

etery and the other is Kindley Field. I

visited both the cemetery and the land-

ing field. The landing field is just barely
visible. The high grass and the jungle are
now close to destroying it completely.

The cemetery is the same way. It’s buried

deep in the jungle. The tombstones are

moss covered and half buried under 25

years of leaves and branches. It’s tough
to see but very interesting. Mostly you'll
find that the buried are half Filipino and
half American, dating much earlier than
1941, going as far back as 1930. Next to
Kindley Field on the north side of the
island on May 5, 1942, was a proposed
Japanese landing area. The landing took
place there and was successful. The Jap-
anese then worked their way west on the
tail of the island toward the west en-
trance of Malinta Tunnel. The last stand
by our American forces was made 50
yards west of the entrance to Malinta

Tunnel. This stand was made on May 6,
1942, in the morning, after five months’
holdout on Bataan and Corregidor. Just
beyond the Malinta Tunnel where the
island narrows down is the Old Market
Place. The surrender by General Wain-
wright to the Japanese took place there
on the afternoon of May 6th, prior to
General Wainwright’s going to Bataan
for the ‘Death March.’

“Now we get to the main part of the
island and the head of the Tadpole, the
fat part of Corregidor, where the Top-
side Barracks and the parade grounds

and the various batteries are located.

* ‘Battery James’ is on the north side
of the island at the top of James Ravine.
The Japanese tried an early landing in
James Ravine but the attempt was given
up by them. Battery James has four
three-inch guns and they were designed
to cover the channel between Cavite and
Corregidor, and the channel between
Bataan and Corregidor. They had a sea-
ward range of 16 to 20 miles, the point
being to prevent the Japanese Navy from
entering Manila harbor.”

(Continued on next page)
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conrivuee CORREGIDOR REVISITED

CrYHIS PHOTO is inside Battery James.

Note the devastation which shows
through in the photo. It takes but little
imagination to visualize the heavy shell-
ing this battery took from Japanese bom-
bardments. This fort was constructed of
reinforced concrete and steel. The stairs
leading to the top of Battery James made

it easy for me to visualize the hurried ac-
tivity on these stairs by the defenders—
carrying down the wounded, bringing
ammo to the guns, and carrying out their
assignments in the midst of battle. The
batteries consisted of four 3-inch guns
and were designed to cover the South
Channel between Cavite and Corregidor,
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and the North Channel between Bataan
and Corregidor. These guns proved in-
effective, of course, because the Japanese
Navy never came into Manila harbor.
Their main landings were on Bataan,
after the one try at James Ravine. They
swept the Bataan peninsula—and only
then came back to Corregidor.”

HIS IS ‘BATTERY WAY’ which sits al-

most dead center in the large part
of the island and was armed with four
12-inch mortars. It is by far the best pre-
served of the batteries on the island, al-
though even here the irresistible jungle is
moving in and would have taken over
had it not been for the large expanse of
very tightly set stone and concrete in the
flooring of the gun pits and the 10-foot
high, 3-foot thick walls surrounding the
gun emplacement. Eventually Battery
Way will return to the jungle if the ad-
vance of tropic vegetation isn’t arrested.

None of the mortars is operational. I'm
sure the Japanese could find no way to
have made them operational, so aban-
doned them where they were. You can
still see telltale signs of the battle that
raged here. Throughout all of the bat-
teries one sees strafing scars, marks of ar-
tillery explosions, and of explosions
within the batteries themselves from
pieces of metal that flew against the walls
and floors. You can see a line of bullet
holes obviously caused by strafing Japa-
nese fighter planes. You can see immense
chunks of metal gouged out of the mor-

tars by heavy caliber artillery shells or
bombs that must have killed the gun
crew outright. I was told by Sergeant
Guardacasa who accompanied me on
my photographic tour that at the capitu-
lation none of the mortars was standing
upright, they were all blown off their
mountings. Shortly after the war the
Filipinos raised them to the upright posi-
tion shown in the photo above. They did
this with the intention of preserving these
mortars as part of a shrine that is still to
be started.”

(Continued on next page)
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conmmees CORREGIDOR REVISITED ' 4

CFJYHE HELMET in this photo, while

Trusted out, is still in reasonable
shape. The webbing on the inside is
completely rotted out and the shell of the
helmet was paper thin. It is not unusual
to find mementoes of the conflict
throughout the jungle, although this was
the only helmet I found. I found many
shells, from 30-caliber rifle on up to
3-inch and 12-inch mortar shells of the
various batteries, both Japanese and
American. In the tremendous explosions
that must have occurred within the bat-
teries themselves, shells and shell cases
were blown into the jungle and there
they lay for the last 25 years. Many are
still undetonated.”

¢ HIS CHAPEL was built by the Fili-

pinos at the end of hostilities and is
the sole addition of the last two decades
—the only thing done on Corregidor to
establish the island as a shrine. The
chapel is now in the last stages of decay.
There are no whole windows and the
corrugated metal roof and siding are
rusting out. while the ever-present jungle
overruns it even to the extent of sending
up plant growth through the floors. The
pews are falling apart.” THE END

“rpiHis pHOTO shows what was left of the command post and the blockhouse of

Battery James. Of the batteries on the island. Battery Way, Battery Geary,
Battery Kysor were the only batteries that proved to be effective against the Jap-
anese during the siege.”
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Sharks, exposure claimed 480

Ship sinking survivors recall terror

By John Gorman
Chicago Tribune Preax Service

INDIANAPOLIS—""He was hit and lifted right ont of the water in
the shark’s mouth. He was screaming and hollering, but it was over
in a second. Then we swam away from the blood."

Gus Kay, one of 316 survivors of the 1945 sinking of the USS
Indianapolis, was recalling one of the grim and most unexpected
enemies of the tragedy He had just arrived at the Atkinson Hotel for
the fourth reunion of the survivors held this weekend.

Kay, 48, who made the trip from Elmwood Park, can now speak

unhesitatingly about his five<day ordeal 450 miles off the coast of the

Philippines just 34 days before World War II ended.

But for Kay, who was a gunner's mate, and the other survivors of
the July 30, 1945, disaster in which 880 men died, it has not always
been so. The Indianapolis sank with 400 men below deck after being
struck by two Japanese torpedoes.

AMONG THOSE left floating in the Paclific, walting in lifejackets,
rafts, or floating nets, another 480 died before rescuers arrived—
drowned, died of wounds, or were killed by sharks.

“T still get nightmares about it,”” said Robert McGuiggan, 53, of
8643 N. Oakley Av. “Even today I get flashbacks—something will trip
me off.

“It was the third day I saw my first shark, you see. We were all
split off into little groups. My group was in a semicircle. This guy
about three feel from me vells, and then he was gone—that fast,
Then I saw the shark, about 10 or 12 feet long, swimming away. But
there were guys disappearing all the time.

“At first it wasn't so bad; we thought that a radio message had
been sent. The general feeling was ‘Okay, here's 30 days’ leave.'
That’s what you get when you lose a vessel. But by the second day
we knew no message had been sent,

“WE COULD SEE the shark swimming beneath us, We were trying
#o hold on to the wounded and the guys witheut lifejackets. By the
third day some of the men were beginning to hallucinate, They’'d say
they were going down to the ship to get a drink of fresh water from
the spigot. We tried to stop them, but they'd dive and never come

back up.” McGuiggan was a gunner’s mate then; he is a bricklayer

now.

“We could feel them passing by underneath," he said. I saw four
or five guys get hit by sharks. There would be a splash, and then the
guy would disappear. That was it."

Altho estimates vary as to the number killed by sharks, the figure
cited by most here is the 70 to 80 ventured by a crew member, Dr.
Giles MeCoy, chairman of the Indianapolis Survivors Association.,

The survivors were spread out over an eight-square mile area. All
the sailors were aware of the sharks but had other problems.

“By the fourth day I had just about had it,” said Dan Spencer, 60,
another gunner's mate, “I was floating in that life jacket looking up
at the sky. I told the guy next to me, ‘I can’t take it. I'm going to
have a drink [of salt water]." But I looked into the sky and saw my
wife and three kids. I told myself, ‘Dan, one more day." We were
picked up the following day.”” Spencer is now a retired welder from
Morris, Il

MOST OF THE MEN who survived were sleeping on deck, just
coming on duty, or had just been relieved. The majority of the men
who were below deck when the torpedoes hit went down with the
ship.

Some survivors might have gone down with their shipmates had it
not been for an alert Navy pilot on routine patrol Aug. 2, 1945.

“We were flying at 4,000 feet and we had a fouled-up antenna,”
said Chuck |Angel] Gwinn, who flew a PV-1 plane. “I had gone back
to help the men untangle it. As I looked out the rear gunner's hatch,
[ noticed an oil slick, I thought it was from a sub that had just dived,
so 1 did an 180-degree turn and headed back at about 100 feet,”

“] was just about to drop the depth charges when I noticed some
men waving in the water. I radioed back to the base that there were
some men down at this location. I didn't know they were from the
Indianapolis. I didn’t even know if they were Americans or Japanese
until the next day."

Some survivors still wonder who was to blame for their ordeal.

The skipper, Capt. Charles McVay, was found guilty of negligence
at a court martial, but his sentence was later remitted. None of the
survivors questioned had anything but praise for their captain. In
1968 McVay committed suicide, according to Richard Newcomb, au-
thor of **Abandon Ship,” which chronicled the tragedy.

Four shore-based officers were reprimanded for failure to report
the ship overdue, but the Navy also lifted those reprimands after a

hearing.
|
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Philippines to celebrate World War II liberation
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This is typical of

By Martin Sheridan

LEYTE, Philippines—0Oct. 20 will com-
memorate the 33d anniversary of
beginning of the liberation of the Philip
pine Islands by a huge paval/army loerce
at Levte under the command of Gen
Douglas MacArthur. Most of the battle
sears have long since been erased. The
palm~rnnmr-a'i area at Palo, about four
miles south of Tacloban City, which was
designated Red Beach in 1944, i5 almost
as idvllic as it was before World War 1l

Offshore, the rusting remains of an old
LCVP landing craft protrude from the
warm sea as a silent reminder of the
Leyte landing where the first kamikazes
appeared. With the help of villagers fiv-
ing near the beach where MacArthur
landed, at Jleast two Japanese gun £m
placements can be located, even though
they are well hidden by undergrowth,
Otherwise, all is peaceful, with weekend
picnickers from Tacloban City singing
and playing their guitars or listening to
their transistors along former invasion
beaches

Another major invasion is planned for
this year. This time it's a Reunion lor
Peace, so designated by Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand E. Marcos former
guerrilla fighter. He has invited all the
servicemen who served in the Philippines
duzing World War II. both Allied and
Axis, o revisit the islands in
brotherhood, and together recall the sad-
ness of the past and appreciate the joys
of the present, and draw fresh vigor lor
their dedication to the cause of peace

INFORMATION ABOUT the Philippine
reunion and specific tours can be ob
tained from Orient Markeling Services,
323 Geary St., San Francisco, Cal, %4102
(The phone number is 415-391-6578 ) SITA
World Travel, for instance, is oflering a
17-day, 16-night package in a standard
hotel for §549 a person from San Francis-
¢o. Round-trip, Chicagodo-Manila, 14 to
21 day excursion fare on Philippine Air
lines 15 $1,243, The airline alsn has a
17-day San Francisco-Manila charter for
$550

In addition, Philippine Airlines, Philip-
pine Aero-Transport, and the Philippine
National Railways is offering former
cervicemen and their families a mini
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round trip tourist fare Irom

now 552.80;

the regular
Manila to Tacloban

0 for husband and wie under a Lami-

Citv 1S
879
Iy fare ]';.,4.!‘. : :

The Department of Tourism is promot-
ing Reunion eace by negotiating
with hotels. seuvenir and other shops
and sightseeing tour operatlors for special |
discounts of not less than 30 per cent this
vear for the former GI wvisitors, all of

for P

nt

which point to excellent travel values for |

those who qualify

Those eligible for the special discounts |

include members of the armed forces
American, Australian, New Zealand
Japanese, and Filipino — who served In

the Philippines during World War 11, the |

immediate members of their families,
inclusive of grandchildren, or their im-
mediate survivors including grandehil
dren. regardless of whether the veteran
died during or after the war. Allied
forres who served in the islands after the

war also will be eligible for the discounts
‘hecause their service contributed to the
cause of peace ™ Their families and sur-
vivors also will be included

Customs and immigration officials
have been directed to expedite the en-
trance of all Reunion for Peace visitors
and to liberalize their travel to and from
the Philippines by waiving visa require
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ON LEYTE the Red Beach area where
MacArthur and thousands of troops wenl
ashore has been beautified. Jhe Philip
pine Airlines jet flight from Manila to
Tacloban City took 70 minutes to cover
the 350 miles There's a new Llerminal
building with air-conditioned walting
room, complete with television sets. I
was a far cry
use in the fall of 1944

Private cars and jeepneys were avail
able for hire at rates which were negoti-
able. The jéepneys are the custom-
converted Willys Jeeps, with one-of-a
kind paint jobs and decorations, which
pravide the most inexpensive transporta
tion in the Philippines, There are about
40,000 of them.

First point of interest was the new *'S"
shaped Marcos Bridge which joins Leyte
and Samar, respectively, the eighth and
third largest of the 7.100 Philippine Is-
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mum 30 per cent discount on domestic lands. It is 7,000 feet long and toll {ree
fares within the islands. For example, Continued on page 24
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55 Internationn]

At ceremonies in the Philippines marking the 35th
anniversary of the fall of Bataan in World War II,
a survivor of the 1942 ‘Death March,” Carl Mordim
of Wisconsin, right, presents Philippine President
Marcos with message from Wisconsin's governor.
alow, Americans captured on Bataan start four.day

ch to a prison camp, in a wartime photograph,
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Revisited

‘Death March’ Survivors Cite Failure
Of Gen. MacArthur to Prepare for Siege

By Bernard Weldman
Bpecial to The Washington Post

BATAAN, the Philippines, April 9
—It was a hot and dusty trek today
to Mt. Samat on DBalaan. But we
mostly did it in air-conditioned buses
—which were hot nevertheless. Noth-
ing compared to the “Death March"
made by 70,000 American and Filipino
GI's 35 vears ago, on April 8, 1942

Today, nearly 200 American vet-
erans, wives, and widows of Philip-
pine campaigns and about 50 of their
Japanese counterparts met at ML
Samat and shook hands to heal the
wounds of war. But mostly, they rem-
inisced about battles lost and battles
won.

Burt Ellis of Fredley, Minn., for-
merly of the 31st Infantry Regiment,
looked out the window of the bus
we were riding and pointed out bat-
tle scenes to his companions: “There
were no houses on this road then.”

Ellis, along with all other Allied
troops on Bataan, surrendered and
was forced to make the four-day
Death March of more than 70 miles
to internment camps in Tarlac Prov-
vince to the east. Of some 60,000
taken prisoner, only 41,451 arrived at
the eamps, Only 20,308 came out
alive at the end of the war.

Paul Nagurney of Niagara Falls,
N.Y.. the only surviving membher of
the 17th Signal Platoon, recalled the
food in the camps: “The maggots In
the rice. You had to close vour eves.”
He was transferred to an internment
camp In Osaka, Japan, in 1944 and
savs, “It was worse than the Philip-
pine camps. At least in the Philip-
pines yvou could keep warm.”

One of the former Japanese soldiers
who escorted the GI's on the march
was Masaru Takeshita. He says that
he was carrving a machinegun, walk-
ing alongside the Allied soldiers, and
did not understand why they could
not keep the pace since they had no
guns to carry.

The reason they coulkin't was that
thev were malnourished from eating
only half-rations and most were ill
with dysentery and malaria. Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, commander of
all foreces in the Philippines, withdrew
his divisions—m
cruits and Amerlean National Guards-
men—to the Bataan peninsula, hoping
to tie down the Japanese in a Six-
month siege until reinforcements
came. But he had falled to stockpile
provisions for even a one-month siege.
The troops ate all the horses of the
26th Cavalry Regiment, according to
Nagurney

ainly raw Filipino re-

Survivors who returned for the re-
union here eclaim that MacArthur
actually lost the Philippine campailgn
on the first day of the war—Dec, 8,
1941, on this side of the international
dateline. They said that despite in-
formation on the outbreak of hostili-
ties, he did nothing to protect his air
forces.

The former governor of Indiana
(1969-1973), Edgar Whitecomb, a B-17
navigator in 1941, explained: "“We
were confident that we could prevail
in a matter of about six months—that
we would have the situation well in
hand . . . But most of our planes (50
B-17s) were destroved on the ground
at Clark Field the first day of the
war, and we were relegated to ground
troops from that time to the fall of
the Philippines.”

Whitcomb and 11,000 other troops
surrendered on Corregidor a month
after the fall of Bataan. MacArthur,
who had escaped to Australia, ordered
all his troops on Bataan and Corregi-
dor to fight to the death. lsadore
Hanken, a veteran of Miami Shores,
Fla., says: “I hated MacArthur be-
cause he thought he was God."

The commemorative marker at Mt,
Samat, which is topped by a
cross, reads: “On this ground gallant
men chose to die rather than sur-
render.” Some did, but most were too
diseased, too poorly trained, and too
poorly fed to have much stomach for
fighting.

Had MacArthur accepted an earlier
Japanese request to surrender his
troops, many more would have lived,
survivors say. Theyv add that the stand
at Bataan accomplished nothing,
since the remainder of the country
had already fallen under Japanese
occupation.

In a speech at today's anniversary
rites, U.S. Ambassador William .
Sullivan concluded, “There are no
solutions in warfare . . . Warfare is
not a proper instrument of national
policy.” Japan's charge d'affaires,
Makoto Taniguchi, struck a different
note when he said: “Every man needs
a Bataan—an altar and a cross where
he can prayv.” He went on to point
put that “‘peace in our time' is in-
deed illusive.”

Yet it was clear that among the vet-
erans and widows of both sides, there
were painful memories not vet stilled.
As Whitecomb, who had been tortured
for weeks in a Manila dungeon, said.
“I just thank the Lord for making it
possible for me to be here today and
to be alive.”

275-foot




WWII veteran ret

By JOANNE CARPENTER
Herald Stafl Writer

Many memories ol
are best forgolten, but one
Oskaloosa man and his wife
traveled to the Philippines
recently to participate in the
35th anniversary of the bittes
World War II Battle of

WAl

Bataan
Hubert Hough, 1611 9th
Ave. Easl, was a young

sailor with the U.S. Navy in
1942 when he was captured
by the Japanese as a
prisoner of war at Ft
Hughes on Carabao Island in
the Philippines. He spént the
next three years and four
months as a P.OW, at a
prison camp on the island
Province of Palawan

He and many other
American, Japanese and
Filipino veterans were in
vited puests of Philippine
President Ferdinand E
Marcos to ‘'Remember
Bataan'' and "to give per
sonal testimony to the final
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The

Oskaloosa
Daily Herald

Preparing to board a Philippine
Airline jet at San Francisco In-
ternational Airport to return to the
Philippines under that nation’s
Reunion for Peace program
(far right) of

Hubert Hough

end of the war.'
Marcos, himsell, was a
lieutenant fought at
Bataan and led a patrol that
destroyed a Japanese
morlar posilion in Lthe baltle
The Houghs in the
Philippines from March 31 to
April 17. On April 9, the
aclual anniversary date of
the fall of Bataan peninsula
of Western Luzon, the main
island off the Philippines,
the groups of veterans were
police-escorted Lo ML Samat
in Bataan where special
céremonies were held

who

were

"It was the first big
reunion for peace program,’
Hough said. It was his

{Marcos) way of saving ‘I'm
sorry’ for all of the lives lost
and land destroyed."

When Hough and his wife
Verla returned to the
Philippines in March, Hough
sald he found ‘‘things the
way I left them only more
poeple.’

I feel sorry for them (the
Filipinos). The Philippines

hasn't been rebuilt fully
There are new buildings up
but next to them are

buildings that were bombed
out and never rebulll or
cleared away,” Hough said

The only modern facility
at Palawan
mercial airport, the runway
of which Hough helped build
when he was a P.O.W . there

“They are happy like they
are, If it gets too modern it
will ruin that part of the
country,'" Hough said

since Hough was a Bataan
veteran he and his wife were

Wds 4 CoImn-

special guests of the
Eovernment Therefore
their baggage wasn'l

searched and they had no
problems getting into or oul
of the country. They were
invited to several luncheons

and alwavs had “constable
protection,”
‘The President issued

orders for us not. to be
searched. If anything would
have happened to us (the
veterans) it could have
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Oskaloosa and three of his World
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Veterans reunited
War |l buddies (from the left):

Andy Aguila of Los Angeles,
Hyman Bernstein ‘of
Springs, Fla., and Herbert Linton
of Leesport,
POWSs in the Philippines.

Altamonte

Pa. All four were

“Hough

started another Wil
ﬁ..i!i.jl J
While in the Philippines,
Mr. and Mrs. Hougl¥ound
many differences in GiStoms
hetween the AmericEn and
the Philippine cullures Mrs.
Hough recalled thal they and
two other couples WEre all
dressed up but were fold by
“immaculately dressed"
bellhops in a Manild hotel
that they took no pride in
their clothes ' All clothes in
the Philippines are cistom.
made and [it perfectly,
according to the Houghs,

However, away flrom
modern Manila, % the
“harrios,”” (small villages)
children of six or seveén still
aren't wearing clothes and
adults even wear very little
clothing. At each hut in the
villages is someone making
something. “Each houséis a
little Mrs. Hough
said from. key
chains objects and
grass are for sale
there

store,”

Anything

wood
skirts

And things there can be
purchased very reasopably
because wages are very low
The Houghs said a
professional person such as
a nurse or a teacher is
making top wages at $1,10 a
day. At that wage many can
afford to hire domestic help
al $10 a month,

“They think Americans
work too hard. School
teachers there . have
someone to lay out their
clothes, drive them to
school, do their housework,
pick them up from school
and have the evening meal
prepared for them," Mrs
Hough said

But on the other hand, the
Filipinos think Americans

Wednesday, May 11, 1977

are too fat and don't
enough exercise.

Mrs. Hough said the food
in the Philippines was in
teresting and most of it quite
good. *“‘Some of it s
delicious We tried
everything evenn though we
didn't always know what we
were eating. We couldn't ask

get

what we were eating either
since the waitresses couldn't
speak English.’”

Mrs. Hough said the diet
consisted largely of lish and
rice and fruits, ““We usually
gol two salads — one was
lettuce and fruit and the
other was [ish mixed with
vegetables. Everything was

Oskaloosa, lowa

rns to battleground

marinated and seldom ever
cooked.™

Would the Houghs ever go
back again? *‘I could never
go back again because my
health isn't very good, so I'm
glad that we went when we
did," Hough said

The Houghs said one of the
special highlights of their

OSKALOOSAHERALD

trip was geting
reacquainted with a Mrs
Tinidad Hartman who was
the wife of the late governor
Higinio Medoza who was
executed by Japanese
during the war. Mrs. Hart-
man and the Houghs had
kept in touch since the bleek
World War II days.
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and always cost less. See our huge selection . .
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“*My God, how
could human beings
do that to one
another?'’, thought
Henry Rosenbloom,
V.F.W. Director-
Chairman of the 1978
Memorial Day
Program at Jefferson
Barracks National
Cemetery, He stood
looking down at the
huge tablet-like grave
marker covered with
the names of 123 men
etched deep into 1its
granite face. The men
had been American
Prisoners of War, ex-
ecuted by Japaneese
soldiers on Palawan
Island, Philippines,
during World War Il
The massive 35 by 40
foot tomb is one of the

“"WE SHALL

NOT FORGET™

By: Sergeant Anthony

largest group bunals
of its kind in the
United States

The War Crimes
Commission Report
recounts that on Dec.
14, 1944, some 50
Japaneese guards,
angered by constant
air raids by American
flyers, forced their
captives into the
mouth of a cave and
drenched the helpless
prisoners with buckets
of gasoline and set fire
to them. The few who
attempted 1o cscape
from the burning
holocaust were
machine gunned, then
methodically
bayoneted lhe
following day, the
prison camp was taken

Group Burial

Pictured here Is

the group
burial of 123 American Prisoners
of War, executed during World

Cemaetlery,
burial is the largest of its kind In
a US. Cemetery in the United

by American Forces

As Henry
Rosenbloom stood
motionless before the
tomb, his memory
transported him back
34 years to the Philip-
pines during 1944,
where he, as a young
man serving with the
5th U.S. Army Air
Corps, had par-
ticipated with the
Philippine liberation.
He could still recall
the pungent odor of
burnt gun powder, and
the excited yells of joy
from the islanders as
American troops mov-
ed inland from the
beaches.

A bird’s mating call
brought Henry back to
the present. “I'll be

Ay

1952.) The group

60,"" Henry said
“Most of these men
here would be about
the same age. What a
terrible waste.” He
shakes his head as if to
dislodge further
thought on the subject.
Slowly, he turns and
continues his tour.
Mr. Rosenbloom 1s
a life member of the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars. He was selected
by the Inter-Veterans
Memorial Day Service
Committee to direct
the huge memonal
program at the
National Cemelery.
Ihe committee 1s com-
posed of 14 wveteran
and patriotic groups in
the greater St. Lous
areca who band
together with single
purpose of mind, to
conduct a “befitting

service of respect” to

their comrade-in-arms
interred beneath the
hallowed ground at
Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery.
I'he committee, form-
ed 23 years ago, states
simply their motto,
“We shall not forget™,
'he program con-
sumes a year's plan-
ning to arrange. Last
year, _the American
Legion held the
honors.

“It's strange,” com-
ments Henry' *“I've
been to this cemetery
many times but I've
never really seen it un-
til today The
cemetery is absolutely
beautiful, peaceful,
and quiet.” I am
awed by its enormity
and serenity, not just
its 309 acres and 65,-
000 interments, but by
the lessons of history
one can learn by walk-

(Re-interment Jeffer-
National

War Two
son Barracks

States.
iContinued On Page 24)
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‘Not Forgel’

(Continued From p.!!'.']i'r 4)

ing through its narrow
lanes., American
history is there, and
there,” says the old
warrior, as he points
to headstones reveal-
ing a portion of passed
life engraved on its
lace

“I am as guilty as
any one,’ continues
Henry “Like most
people, Jefferson
Barracks 15 oul of
sight and out of mind
Sort of off the beaten
[‘d!'f': YOu !]llghl Sdb
I'he people around St
L.ouis have no idea the

ireasure they possess,
right al their
doorstep.”
Ex-Union Gen
lohn A. Logan, ser-
ving as Commander-
in-Chief of the Grand
Army of the Republic
(G.A.R.), a civil war
veterans organizalion
issued special orders
designating May 30 to
be set aside for the
purpose ol paying
homage to those who
fell 1n battle. Since
that conflict over 100
years ago and various
legislation
enactments, al
honorable discharged
veterans from all wars

dare now permitted in-
terrment here

“Yes, these epitaphs
tell of 152 years of
history,'" relates
Director Rosenbloom,
as he continues his
stroll through the long
even rows of white
headstones stretching
as lar as the eve can
see. Rosenbloom
catches an object of
Keen interest and stops
before a large specially
designed tombstone.
He reads to himself,
“B-25 bomber, 417th
Bomber Group, 673rd
Squadron, 5th U. S
Army Air Corps, lost

in the jungles of New

Guinea” Island, -May
22, 1944, He turns
away with tears in his
eyes, He feels a close
kinship for these par-
ticular men

He reaches into his
pocket for a
handkerchief, and
removes his glasses 1o
wipe his eyes. He 1s
unashamed of his
compassion, The
names of the ten
crewmen are also
listed on the face of
the stone

“This aircraft
discovered by an oil
L'\ph'lj'.tthir"l company
26 years alter being
reported ‘missing and

was

lost,' "'

presumed
states the Directlor,
“and interred here in
1971 “They were in
the jungle all those
years wailing (o come
home.” He walks on
“Over in that direc-
tion says Henry
while pammling, "are
the grave sites ol over
1000 Confederate
soldiers who died dur-
ing the Civil War, And
over there, men of the
Revolutionary WHr,
the Spanish Amerncan
War and World War
|. “Every war, €very
hranch of service, and
the three thousand
‘Unknown Soldiers’
\1 \ '[li"lli. what a
terrible, terrible waste
Why can't I"'U“T‘IF
learn to live together?”
he sighs deeply. *'That
15 what Memorial Day
Programs are all
about. They will be
remembered. The
thousands interred
here and the
thousands buried ]."’
the other L. =D
cemeteries in Missouri
and all the hundreds of
thonsands interred in §
veiNElGEIGS |.|J|'1.j|,j5j.'{“_'“' '
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(
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the United States
sir!™  he  exasperates,
“We will not forget™
Over SU00 persons

attend the
Memonal Day Service
, but by
L|-'-~-|”L_',T time 25 to 11-3
thousand persons will
visited this very
"~F"L‘Lt.:‘i ['f.lLt'.l
Rosenbloom sai1d

“They walk
between the long rows
and final
resting places of those
awarded lor a deed of
bravery, above and
beyond the call of du-
ty, Congressional
Medal of Honor
recipients, They gave
their country t‘."lcrr
most cherished gift ol
all, their lives, in the
defense of their belov-
ed Mag. How can we.
the living, give
anything less?"

Rest on, embalmed
and sainted dead, ‘We
Shall Not Forget’

SHF Parish Picnic
Holy

FFounders parish picnic
will be held on Sat..
May 27 on the school
grounds at 6737 Rock
Hill Rd

will

In tne morning
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VETERAN BEATS
0DDS, RECALLS
WAR HORRORS

By NICK LAMBERTO
Register Staft Writer

Thirty-three years ago Merle H.
Hobbs of Marengo was told he only
hhad six months to live.

For Hobbs, the forecast was the
final bitter irony: He had lived
through the sinking of the U.S.
Cruiser Houston and 3% years of
' starvation and deprivation as a
| Japanese prisoner of war.

He asked himself: Why the bitter
dregs of a death sentence pronounced
by friendly American doctors after
all that?

“Guess | fooled them,” Hobbs said
with a broad smile during a recent
interview.

“I had tuberculosis in the advanced
stages, malaria, pellegra, dysentery,
beri beri, round worms, hook worms
— you name it."”

But Hobbs refused to die, and after
being hospitalized for 3% years —
three of those years at lowa's
(Oakdale sanitarium — he became a
full-fledged and reasonably healthy
civilian again,

Remembers Comrades
But Hobbs often pauses to
remember his fallen comrades of
World War 11, especially on Memorial
Day and Veterans Day,
This year Hobbs and all other
POWs and MIAs (missing in action)
will be honored on July 18 in a
national recognition day.
Only his determination to survive
kept Hobbs alive during 18 hours in
the sea and years of slave labor as a
POW in Java, Singapore, Burma and
- Thailand.
Hobbs, born Dec. 20, 1921, enlisted
in the U.S. Navy on June 4, 1940,
shortly after his graduation from St.
Ansgar High School.
. World War II started in September
| 1939 when Hitler’s Nazi troops

marched into Poland. The United
| States entered World War II after the
| Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on
| Dec. 7, 1941,

Almost three months later — on
Feb. 28, 1942 — the Cruiser Houston
and 12 other allied warships were
sunk in a battle with a Japanese fleet
in the Macassar Straits between
Borneo and Java. Japan lost eight
ships in the battle,

lowans Survive
Of the 1,164 men aboard the
Houston, only 346 survived. Hobbs
and six other lowans on the Houston
were among the survivors.
The other lowans who

lived

through the sinking and subsequent |

imprisonment were Harold McManus
of Cherokee, William R. Miles of
Cresco, John E. Hood of Des Moines,
Dale J. Tiefel of Dubuque, Earl C.
Humphrey of rural Mount Pleasant
and Elmer L. MeFadden of Washing-
ton

Another lowan — Lyle Roszell of
Shellsburg — survived the sinking
and the long swim with Hobbs, but he
' died of dysentery in a POW camp in
Thailand.

“The heat was so intense I had
blisters on my fingers from hanging
over the side of the ship after our an-
ti-aircraft gun took a direct hit,"
Hobbs recalled.

“We jumped overboard after the
second abandon ship order and
Roszell and I found each other in the
dark.

“We found a life raft with 12 men
on it and hung on that for a while.

“Then we took off by ourselves and
started swimming toward land and
almost made it, but the tide took us
out to sea again.

“A Japanese whaleboat came by
and the crewmen threw a line toward
us. Two men swung boat hooks at us.
Finally they picked us out of the
water.

“I didn’t realize how tired 1 was
until then, after 18 hours in the water.
I just flopped in the boat.

“We were taken aboard a destroyer
and given a cigarette and some
water, and then put aboard the
whaleboat again.

Army POWs

“Then we were dumped into the sea

again and later picked up by an army

- e

Merle H. Hobbs in 1942
Lost 91 pounds as POW

Merle M. Hobbs today
He refused to die

landing craft. We were supposed to be
Army prisoners, I guess.”

Hobbs spent most of his time as a
POW slave laborer in jungle camps.
He helped build the so-called "death
railroad” through the Burma jungle
and the famous bridge on the river
Kwai.

An estimated 116,000 POWs died
building the railroad.

Hobbs weighed 178 pounds aboard
ship, but during his captivity his
. weight dropped to 87 pounds.

Toward the end of the war Hobbs
and other POWs managed to gain
some weight back by scrounging apd
stealing food.

When he was liberated in
September 1945, Hobbs weighed 121
pounds.

“Seven of us ate 12 dozen eggs,
toast and bacon at Calcutta,” Hobbs
recalled. “We ate all the time. I
gained 41 pounds in 31 days.” :

Hobbs' brother, Hilmer, 20,.was
killed in the Battle of the Bulge.

Married Brother's Widow

Hobbs married his brother's widow
Feb. 14, 1946, while he was hospital-
ized in New York.

“We wanted to keep her in the
family,” Hobbs said. “Our courtship
| mainly was by letters.”

' At the age of 30, Hobbs went back
|'tn school for three years to learn
watch making in Kansas City, Mo.

Then, after a year as an apprentice,
Hobbs passed the state exams and
opened a small jewelry shop at St.
Ansgar, where he had been born and
reared.

A vear later he bought a larger
store at Marengo and owned and
operated that until his retirement on
Jan. 15, 1978.

Since then Hobbs and his wife,
Marilyn, have lived a leisurely life —
| golfing, fishing and visiting with sons
| Brad, Rock, Tracy and Robin, and
four grandchildren.

Hobbs now weighs 186 pounds and
stands 5-9%.

“People ask me if we ever tried to
escape from those jungle camps,”
Hobbs said. 2

“There was no chance. You couifn’t

survive in the jungle. Even if you-did,
the hostile natives would have killed
you.

“I'm lucky to be alive — 1n more

ways than one.”
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Survivors vs. the VA: The battle of Bataan goes on

By Beverly Siegel

NE WINTER evening In early 1941,
when he was 22 and wuﬂ-’.lngr 4s a
printer on the West Side, Paul Sar-
no won a lottery.

“It was the only time I've ever won any-
thing," Sarno, who now lives in Elmwood
Park, recalls wryly. What he won, courtesy
of Uncle Sam and the draft, was a trip to
the Philippines. What be would lose, as a
stalf serpeant under the command of Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, was his freedom for
three years — and his health

Beginning Monday in Pittsburgh, the
Amencan Defenders of Bataan and Cor
regidor 15 holding ils 35th annual convention.
The late John Wayne — enshrined in innum-
erable celluloid sagas — may always be our
natipnal symbel of World War 1l heroism
and bulldog courage against foreign foes, but
the 2,000 survivors of Bataan, a peninsula on
Luzon that juls around Manila Bay, and
Corregidor, a small island off its southern
Lip, dare the real thing. Each is a living tes-
timony to human tenacity and the will to
survive.

Thaey wire doomed from Lhe start. On
194l .
diecimanled

1 %4 H a davw aiter I.i’|1,;r|l' !-' ||--."'.‘||- I
America's Pacilic Delense Fleet
al Pearl Harbor, Japan lnunched a devastat-
INg air assault on military installations on
Luzon. With that, all possibility of an im
mediate, effective American g'x:nm--r.‘uﬂm K
was eliminated. By the end of the month,
the Philippines were blockaded, and Ameri-
can and Filipino forces had retreated into
Bataan,

THE BATTLE FOR Bataan began official-
ly on Jan. 9, 1942 Japanese Gen. Masaharu
Homma, having vanquished the Briltish at
Singapore, believed the capture of the penin
sula would be an easy task. That it was not,
despile the most adverse circumstances (ac-
ng MacArthur's men, earned American
forees their moniker, the Battling Bastards
of Bataan ]

“The Jist Inlantry and the 4th Marines
held off the Japanese until Gen. Homma
came

U Barmo reminisces, *“Then we fought

F |

“It was my fate to be inthe prison
camp, and it was myfateto
survive. But I wantio be
compensated forwhat Iwent
through, I just want fromthe
govemment what | deserve.”

Paul Sarno

1in the last bullet and the last can of sar-
dhnes."”

Aftelripls were matle to piercefthe
blockade with reinforcements, food, and supe-
plies. But with the smashing of Germany
and the liberation of Europe as the Allies"
primary concern, those efforts were too
little.

By March, President Franklin Roosevelt
had decided that while the situation on the
Fhilippines was hopeless, MacArthur was too
valuable to lose, He was transferred — via
an elaborate air and naval maneuver
through the blockage — to Australia. His
much-publicized pledge to return was to re-
main unfulfilled for three tortured years.

With MacArthur gone, the troops knew
their only choice was prison camp or death.
On April 8, the Allied troops surrendered une
conditionally under Gen. Jonathan Wain
wright. On May 6, Corregidor fell, and with
it the last tattered pocket of resistance,

_"THI-i A}Iiiﬂlfﬂ..'*fﬁ trapped on the Philip-
pines were heaved inlo a living nightmare

S —

worse than war,” Sarm sgys.

Although only about gs Americans had
been Killed in wction,.of he6,000-plus
Americans and 65,000 b captured
(sources vary as to the gtual number),
thousands were to perish ps prisoners.

On Bataan they were herded into teams of
100 and marched up the peninsula, 125 miles
in six days, without water, in 100-degree
heat. For those who couldn't keep up, the
Bataan Death March ended at the point of a
bayonet alongside the road or in mass, un-
marked holes in the Philippine bush.

Those who survived — 20d the men on
Corregidor — eventually Were loaded into
boxcars and transported 0 prison camps.
The normal daily routing included arbitrary
beatings, near-starvation Fations, and slave
labor under a captor Who [reely acknow-
ledged that he did not $ign the Geneva Con-
vention of 1029, As POW'S, the Americans
were denied adequate medical care, sanita-
tion, clothing, and quariers.

Sarno was interned at the Cabanatuan
prisan camp at Nueva Egja. He was there

for two years. The only water was rain, the
only food, rice. Amoebic dysentery, dengue

fever, and malaria were rampant. Sarno re-
members lying awake at night and chasing

rats away with a broom. He watched men

die, and he buried them.

IN AUGUST, 1944, Sarno and 600 survivors
were moved to the main island of Japan.
“The ship shouldn't have held more than

. 100, he recalls tersely. "It was a hell

hole.” The voyage lasted a month.

At the Oeyma priSon camp in Japan —
sick, emaciated, and always cold — they
toiled in 2 mine until liberation,

“We had no blankels," Sarno says. "They
gave us nothing. We hugged like man and
woman lo keep warm. In the morning you
couldn't wash: the water was frozen.

“The guards were sadists. They'd make
guys stand with their hands behind their
necks, holding a bucket of water for eight
hours. Or run around the prison yard 50
times after mining ore all day.

“Ope of the guards killed himself after we
were liberated."

Back home, Sarno would wake up screams-
ing in the middle of the night, The girl he
left behind, now his wife, learned to live
with it. Eventually the screaming stopped.

NOW, AT 62, captivity haunts Paul Sarno

" via a legacy of illnesses. He has been al-

flicted by cataracts, kidney malfunction, rece
tal problems, and rheumatoid arthritis, all of
which, he thinks, are traceable to prison
camp. He has had to undergo several operas
tions, bul he receives no health benefits
from the Veterans Administration. His disa-
bility ratling is zero.

A representative from the VA addresses
the American Defenders of Bataan and Cor-
regidor each year, but Sarno is oné of the
many who arc unappeased and angry.

Veterans seeking compensation, he says,
commonly are forced to submit to humiliaf-
ing and impossible procedures, only then Lo
be denied benefits.

Studies — by no less august a body than
the National Academy of Sciences — show
that POW Syndrome, marked by severe, per

Continued on following page

51 is their lucky number

Former Chicago Bears middle linebacker Dick But-
kus (who wore numeral 51) will be honored at the
Hemophelia Foundation of [llinois" All-Sporis Spec-
tacular at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 21, in the Chicago
Marriott O'Hare Hotel, 8535 W, Higgins Rd. Athletes
attending the dinner will sign autographs during the
cocktail hour. Friends of Butkus will pay tribute to him
during the after-dinner program. Proceeds will go to

“research hemophilia, a disease that effects the blood's

clotting mechanism, and to patient services. Tickets are
$30. Call 427-1485,

Artyvents

The North Shore Mental Health Association and its
Trene Josselyn Clinic will bepefit from a dinner and
art exhibit at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 31, in the Terra
Museom of American Art in Evanston. Tickels are
$50. Call Marilyn Eldredge at 441-5600. , . . Art En-
gounter will sponsor a champagne and dessert party
at 9 p.m. Saturday, May 10, at the Zolla-Lieberman
Gallery, 368 W. Huron St. The Northwestern Wind
Ensemble and Bernie Beck, of the Piven Theater
Workshop, will perform. Proceeds will go to art ap-
preciation programs for senior adults, school children,
and teachers, Tickets are $15. Call 3288222 ., . . A
champagne party at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 18, in the
Mary and Leigh Block Gallery on Northwestern Uni-
versity's Evanston campus will bepefit the Evanston
Art Center. Chicago designers and Art Institute de
sign students will present a fashion show during the
benefit in the gallery at 1967 Sheridan Rd., Evans-
ton. Tickets are $25. Call Mrs. George J. Cyrus Jr.
at 491-6387. . . . Students in the International Acad-
emy of Merchandising and Design, Ltd., will display
their designs in a showing at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
May 14, in the Holiday Inn Mart Plaza to benefit
Chicago Children’s Charities. Actress Arlene Dahl
will be moderator. Tickels are $25 and $50. Call 642-
4172 or 828-0202. . . . Young Audiences of Chicago
will sponsor a benefit party at noon Sunday, May 4,
in the North Shore home of Dr. and Mrs, LeRoy
Pesch, The party agenda will include a silent auc
tion. Young Audiences board members will entertain,
. . . Christie Helnier will be hostess at a benefit
Wednesday, May 7, for Voters for Choice, an organi-
zation raising funds to aid in re-electing members of
Congress who favor a woman's right to choose an
abortion. The evening will begin with a champagne
reception at 7:30 p.m. and the opening performance
of “I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It On
the Road” in Drury Lane Theater at Water Tower
Place. Supper in the Playboy Mansion will follow.
Tickets are $100. Call Louise at 751-2121. . . . North
Chore Unitarian Church, 2100 Hall Day Rd., Deer
field, will sponsor an Arts and Crafts Festival fronv
1 to 10 p.m. Saturday, May 3, and from noon to
p.m. Sunday, May 4. Works by 48 [ine and craft art-
ists will be incloded, as will performing artists and
a workshop in children's crafts. Tickets are 52 for
adults, 50 cents for children. For more information,
call 234-2460.

Time well spent
Merchaods

-
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Survivors vs. VA:

Continued from first Tempo page

manent psvchological scars and an array of physi-
cal disorders. 15 almost universal among POW's
such as Sarnmo, who were interned in camps in
the Pacific

Specifically, nutritional and nerve disorders,
intestine and liver diseases, dental and bone
conditions, and infective and parasitic diseases
have been confirmed to be the lifelong price
one pays for having survived a Japanese ‘prison
camp during World War II. Yet the VA has
mystifying formulas for determining whether an
ailment is "service-related” — formulas that
enrage veterans,

WRITING IN THE Quan, the national publi-
cation of the American Defenders of Bataan
and Corregidor, past national commander Ar
thur Bressi declares flatly: “There is no ques-
tion that each of us can trace every damn ail-
ment we have ‘o prison camp. And we'll never
understand the VA when they say ‘tooth so-and-
s0 is service-related while tooth so-and-so is
not."” Now, where do they believe that other
tooth was while the first was service-
connected?”

Thirty-five years after liberation the wheels
of justice for veterans of the Pacific Theater
continue to turn at a glacial pace. Several
years ago a congressional commiltee directed
the VA to conduet a study of disability com-
pensation and health-care benefits, after moun
tains of claims by POW's of the Pacific Thea-
ter no longer could be ignored.

The Veterans Committee told the VA: It ap-
pears that, because of the inadequate state of
medical knowledge of various hardships sul-
fered during internment, including the long-
term eflect of dietary deficiencies and insani-
tary conditions, and because of the strong de-
sire of former prisoners of war to return home
as quickly as possible after World War II,
those repatriation camps may have discharged
veterans without thorough examination and
without close attention to their potential health
problems.” The results of that study are not
yet known

COMPOUNDING THE problem of inadequate
medical data on the VA's side wasia dearth of
information from the veterans themselves. Pat-
rick DeMauro, department service officer of
the Velerans of Foreign Wars in Chicago, be-
lieves thal the absence of VA contact repre-
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The ongoing battle of Bataan

By Mary Daniels

N NOVEMBER. 1940, 122 voung National

Guardsmen marched [rom the old armory

on Madison and Greenwood streetls in

Maywood to the Chicago & North Western
Ry. station. Company B ol the 192d Tank Bat-
talion had been called to active duly

They were sent to Ft. Koox, Ky, From
there, B9 of the boys from Maywood went to
Bataan

Only 39 would return

After the fall of the Philippines the nexi
spring, a group of mothers, wives, and
sweethearts of the men formed the American
Bataan Clan, and organized the first parade
in 1842 to raise funds for food, clothing, and
medical supplies for the men they loved who
were POWs in a tropical hell hall a world
away

And for the last 37 vears, there has been
an annual Bataan Day parade in Maywood

“We had lost a great number of men. To
honor the ones who came back and lo
memorialize those that didn't, we continued
with the parade after the war,” said
Josephine Becker, president of the Maywood
Historical Society

THE ROUTE has changed directions a few
times, but the parade now forms at 5th Av-
enue and Bataan Drive along the Eisenhower
Expressway and proceeds north to St. Charles
Avenue and the North Western railroad
tracks, retracing the route the young soldiers
took so long ago.

Maywood parade passes too many by

The 2Y: hour, 12unit parade *'is just as
long today as when it began,” says Don
Liedke, parade charman for the last five
vears. Survivors of the Bataan Death March
travel from wherewer their post-war lives
have led them, from all over the United
States and Canada, lo take part in the
parade.

The problem is ndt so much in getting to-
gether the Bataan Day Parade. It's in getling
people to, watch it. "We need spectators,”
Liedke says.

“In 1942 or 43, thre were an estimated
million people along the parade route. Last
vear, 1 would say, tt¢re were maybe 5,000
along the entire roult” he says

Liedke, a fourth-geeration Maywood resi
dent, blames the dedne in attendance on *'a
changing community

“There's been a tenilic turnover population-
wise. There are now lrge numbers of blacks
and Latinos in Maywod. They just have no
connection with this thog "

“Even our village fabers don't know what

we're talking about hai the time,” Mrs.

Becker adds.

TIME WAS when the people of Maywood
were unable to forget.

Sixteen years ago, thesecond Sunday of
September was designals as National Bataan
Memorial Day by Congras, she adds, “but to
our knowledge, we are Ix only town in the
country that commemorss Bataan Day."™

11

The first Bataan Day parade in Maywood in September, 1942, The paradestiil lives, but the

problem now "is getting people to watch it

As the Bataan Clan mothers “got too old"
to organize the parade, always held on the
second Sunday of September, the Veterans'
Council assumed responsibility until 1973, The
present organizing group, the Maywood Civic
and Veterans' Association for the Preservation
of Bataan Day, of which Liedke is this year's
new president, took over then.

“It was ready to fall by the wayside al
that time,”" recalls Mrs. Becker, who says she
is the only member of the parade commitlee
who still lives in Maywood. “Even now we
are struggling to keep it going. Here again it

' says parade chairman Don Liedke

backtracks to people not knowing anything
about Bataan, and not caring. 1 have pictures
of the first parades where there wasn't room
to walk on the sidewalks.”

About five years ago the number of living
Bataan survivors began to dwindle, and the
purpose of the parade refocused. Now “it hon-
ors all POWs,"' Liedke says

Bataan survivor George Dravo says only 15
of the 39 who returned from Bataan are still
alive, What's left of the 192d still meets each
year on Dec. 7. This year they will meet at
the Argo-Summit VFW post

sentatives at military separation centers after
the war — and the resulting lack of facts
about veterans' benefits — contributed to the
grievous situation that ensued

“Some of the men who were discharged after
the war didn't even know that there was a
Veterans Administration or benefits of any
kind,"" DeMauro says. ''l1 was one of them.™

Little information was forthcoming, and few
men took the time to inquire. Moreover, in the
dizzying rush to get home after the war, many

ex-POW's' — temporarily reinvigorated by the
jubilance of liberation — hid no groundwork
for future claims

Nevertheless, it is the VA that stands re-
sponsible — and maddeningy unresponsive, the
vet claims. Sarno says thertwere no suicides
in the prison camps in the Philippines. But
men who later became despndent over not

getting compensated by the gvernment have
killed themselves.

“When I retire in three yean |'m going

to fight the VA tooth and nail,”" vows Sarno,
who has worked for Wilson Jones Office Sup-
plies Co. for 31 years. “'I'll have time then to
fight all day and all night, week in and week
out, if that's what it takes. 1'm going to de-
mand that they give me disability benefits.”

Sarno was a religious man before the war,
and he continues to be, His faith, he says, as
well as his desire to see his family and future
wife again, helped him stay alive.

“It was my fate to be in the prison camp, *

and it was my fate to survive,” Sarno says
“But 1 want to be compensated for what I
went through. 1 just want from the government
what 1 deserve.”

Meanwhile, survivors of America's most
“popular” war, unassuaged by the vapid glory
and ballyhoo that is theirs on the late show,
continue to be haunted by the nagging refrain
of 3 familiar chant:

“We are the Battling Bastards of Bataan

And nobody gives a damn!”

L T
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Ralph Levenberg, left, greeted Hyman
to Louisville for

traveled from Florida

Bernstein, right, who
a convention of The

Veterans of hell
Bataan survivors trade tales of grimness, not glory

By JIM RENNEISEN
'Lﬂu;ﬁ.uﬂle Times Statl Writer

The gray-haired men wear over-
seas caps and swap '‘war stories,”
as people do at other veterans'
conventions. But the one at the
Galt House this week is different.

The people are different. The
stories are different. Even the war
seems different from the World
War 1l remembered at other veter-
ans' reunions,

These men don't have many
medals, and there aren’'l any he-
roes that people ever heard of.

Continued from Page One

tioned at far-flung outposts around
the western rim of the Pacific
Ocean when an ill-prepared Amer-
ica was drawn into World War 11 in
December 1941.

As Tom Hackett, 71, of Asheville,
N. C., noted, all of them are over
60, and their numbers shrink every
year.

“This is a very unusual veterans’
organization. When we're gone, it
IS gone. There won't be any more
of us, Hackett said.

The convention, like most veter-
ans’ gatherings, provides an oppor-
tunity to renew old friendships and
talk about programs and benefits.

But Past National Commander
Ralph Levenberg, of Henderson,
Nev,, said there is another side to
their meetings — an effort to give
the American people an apprecia-
tion for their story.

“Bataan and Corregidor rate
about a page and a half in the
muilitary histories,” Levenberg said.
“When we came back, the war had
been won by somebody else, We
didn't have anything to talk about.
We hadn’t done anything."

But, he added, the four months
they stalled the Japanese war ma-
chine in the jungles of Bataan
probably shortened the war by Six
months or more by giving America
time to rearm after Pearl Harbor.

“The story needs to be told and
retold over and over again, so it
was not all in vain,” Levenberg
saud.

A few Kentuckians figure promi-
nently in the story. One unit sent to
boister Philippine defenses was a
tank company from Harrodsburg
that landed on Nov. 20, 1941, just
18 days before the Japanese as-
sault.

“We didn't even get our guns

e —

They don’t talk about the Norman-
dy invasion or driving Rommel out
of Africa or great naval battles like
Midway and the Coral Sea.

Their war stories, instead, are
about surrender, imprisonment,
guards' brutality, malnutrition, dis-
ease and the death of comrades.

They are the veterans of the
tenacious defense of the Bataan
Peninsula and Corregidor Island
during the dark early days of U. S,
participation in World War I
They are meeting to mark the 40th
anniversary of the fall of Bataan.

Most of them spent 3 14 years at

out” of the packing grease, said
Grover Brummett, 62, of 8023
Blake Lane in Pleasure Ridge
Park, who was assigned to the
Harrodsburg unit.

Maurice E. “Jack™ Wilson, 70, of
Harrodsburg, like Brummett a
member of the Kentucky company
of the 192nd Tank Battalion, said
thal only 37 of the 66 men from
Harrodsburg survived to the end of
the war. The rest died in combat,
in the death marches, in the holds
of the hell ships or in the prison
camps,

Wilson estimates that about 25 of
them are alive today.

Despite the passage of years, the
Bataan survivors’ memories re-
main vivid.

Roy Diaz, 65, of Salinas, Calif.,
recalled the trip from the Philip-
pines to Japan with 1,833 other
prisoners in the narrow 60-foot
hold of a tramp steamer.

He said the ship was at sea for
92 days in the middle of summer
as i took a circuitous route to
avold American submarines., It
stopped at Formosa (now Taiwan)
to take on a cargo of rock salt that
was dumped into the hold with the
prisoners.

At least two of the ships carrying
prisoners were sunk by American
submarines, ex-prisoners said. The
ships either were not marked as
carrying POWs, or the American
naval officers didn't believe the
signs.

A lesson that many of the Bataan
syrvivors cite from their experi-
ence is the need for military readi-
ness in an uncertain world.

Speaking in support of a peace-
lime draft, Levenberg said, "The
most traumatic experience anyone
can ever go through is the loss of
his freedom. . Lest this ever

Staff Photo by Jay Mather

American Defenders of Bataan & Corregidor. Levenberg, of
Henderson, Nev., is Past National Commander of the group.

forced labor in the Philippines and
Japan and emerged, feeble and
emaciated, from the prison camps
after the Japanese surrender in
Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945,

They survived the infamous Ba-
taan Death March that took the
lives of some 1,500 prisoners on
the jungle trails to the prison
camps in the Philippines in the
summer of 15942,

They survived the “hell ships,”
the tramp steamers pressed into
service to carry thousands ol pris-
oners to Japan in their cargo holds
when the American invasion of the

'Bataan veterans trade tales of grimness, not glory

happens to us again, we need a
strong defense and trained peo-
ple.”

Another former national com-
mander of the organization, Elmer
Long of New Bern, N.C,, was a
Marine In Shanghal just before
America entered the war. At that
time, he said, the U.S. had only
17,000 Marines — a smaller force
than the 18,000 police in New York
City then.

“Defending the world” is the
way he described the Marines' role
then.

The Bataan survivors' wartime
anger at the Japanese has cooled
considerably, but these men have
not forgoiten what happened to
them.

“I don't have any animosity (o-
ward anyone because of their race
... 4" Levenberg said, "but I don't
po out of my way to enhance the
Japanese economy.” But it's hard
to avoid doing 50 these days, he
added.

Tom Hackett, 71, of Asheville,
N.C., who won the Distinguished
Service Cross in the Bataan fight-
ing and spent the rest of the war in
prison camps, said, *As a Christian,
I guess I have to forget it. You
can‘t hold the fathers' sins against
the sons.”

Joe Power, 60, of 605 Marengo
Drive, Middletown, has a special
purpose in attending the conven-
tion. He is looking for a man
named Tony, who saved his life in
prison camp.

The man — he doesn't know his
last name — was a New Yorker in
his unit, the B03rd Engineeérs.
Power said Tony was on a grave-
digging detail assigned to haul bod-
ies out of the camp’s death ward.

Power sald he was on a pile of
bodies to be removed when Tony

Philippines was imminent.

They =urvived the insults, beat-
ings, tortures and lack of food and
medical care in the Japanese pris-
on Camps.

They are the American Defend-
ers of Bataan & Corregidor, which
has about 2,400 members through-
out the country, out of about 6,000
persons eligible for membership.

Those eligible were among the
small contingent of American
troops and civilians who were sta-

See BATAAN VETERANS
Back page, col. 3, this section

saw “something move, maybe my
Adam’s apple.”

“He squashed a piece of rotten
banana and pushed it through my
teeth,” Power said, “"and he car-
ried me away (o another ward
where someone would take care of
me. This fellow saved my life.”

Elmer Bensing, 63, of 4708 Spen
Lea Road in Shively, was another
who barely survived the ordeal.
Drafted Jan., 22, 1941, he was as-
signed to fill a vacancy in the
Harrodsburg unit when it was sent
to the Phillppines.

Bensing, a normally sturdy
young man, weighed only 80
pounds when he emerged from his
long imprisonment. He said he was
beaten so often and so badly that
he had only six teeth left when he
was discharged.

But ironically, his debilitated
condition may have helped him
survive.

Near the end of the war, he was
made to work at a Japanese steel
mill that was a target for Ameri-
can bombing raids. Too feeble to
work, he was absent on a day the
factory was virtually demolished.

When the Japanese surrender
was signed, the prison camp
guards threw open the gates and
fled, but Bensing and others were
too ill to leave. The American
troops did not reach the camp until
18 days later.

But American planes flew over
one day and dropped food by para-
chute for the ill and abandoned
prisoners.

The prisoners, Bensing said, cut
up the parachutes and fashioned a
crude American flag that was soon
raised on the camp's flagpole,

Awash with the emotions of that
tremendous moment, Bensing said
hoarsely, "As long as 1 live, I'll
never forget that.”
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POW recognized 46 years after war

By MARY PALMER
Herald Staff Writer

More than 40 years after the
fact, Yeoman Hubert Hough has
been recognized for his honorable
service to the United States as a
Prisoner of War. In ceremonies
held at the Knoxville V.A. Hospi-
tal recently, newly designed med-
als were given to about 50 persons,
only two of whom were prisoners
of the Japanese. Hough was one of
the two.

The medals, designed by the
Army Institute of Heraldry, show
an eagle surrounded by barbed
wire and bayonet points, with the

coat of arms of the United States
on the reverse. Brigadier General
Neal R. Christensen, Iowa Army
National Guard, was speaker for a
luncheon and the ceremonies,
which also recognized MIA's.

Hough, now 68, was born at
Lacey, attended Oskaloosa High
School, but joined the Navy in 1938
before he graduated. He served
first in China, and then was
transferred tothe Marsman build-
ing, Navy Headquarters in Manil-
la, the Phillipines.

An article inthe October 3, 1945,
Oskaloosa Daily Herald, says he
left Manilla on Christmas morn-
ing, 1941, as the Japanese

S #3

Hubert Hough, whose cap rw'ngnim?s him o4 ),

Bataan and Corregidor

fender of

approached, and joined a Motor
Torpedo Boat squadron in Febru-
ary, 1942. He was in the Battle of
Corregidor, watching Mac Arthur
leave the islands. He was taken
prisoner May 6, 1942, at Cavite
Naval Base, and was part of the
famous “Death March” for a brief
time.

He was held first on Corregidor
and then taken by ship to Manilla,
where they were paraded down
Dewey Blvd. to show off Japanese
prowess, His next moves were to
Bilibid prison in Manilla and
Cabanatuan Camp No. 3 for short
periods. He was then transferred
to Puerto Princess on Palawan

Island near Borneo, where he
worked for two years building
runways for Japanese airfields.

In August, 1944, he was among a
few transferred back to Manilla
while the rest on the island were
killed. While in Bilibid for the
second time, he was bombed by
U.S. planes.

Late in Sept., 1944, he was
placed aboard the Japanese pris-
on ship called by the prisoners
“The Horror of Maru” and spent a
month packed into the hold while
bound for Formosa. The article
describes conditions of crowding,
near-starvation, vermin, madness
and death. He lost 40 pounds on the
trip. :

-'Ehp ship docked at Hong Kong
instead of Formosa because of an
American submarine attack on
the convoy. After several days in
harbor, the convoy moved on o

Formosa.

Treatment got better lh_er{:._the
article quotes Hough. He lived in a
school building and got more fnud:
Once again, American planes
bombed near the camp.

The next trip was anuthe_l:
month-long ship ride to Port Mojl
in southern Japan, fqllowediby Qa
train ride to a camp in the Tokyo
area. Here, he was put (o work in a
soup flavoring plant converted to
melting aluminum from February
12 to Sept. of 1945 and watched
U.S. planes bomb the Japanese

itol.
casr'}}:]tw“y after V.J. Da}t,_ the
Japanese took all the military
police guns and ammunition, and
left the prisoners to do as they
pleased. When the U.S. ships

showed up in the harbor, the
prisoners signaled to them and
were taken aboard. A headline in
the Sept. 5 Herald tells of his
release. He left Tokyo by plane on
Sept. 6, arrived in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, four days later, went to
Great Lakes, and then home. He
weighed just 110 pounds.

Asked all these years later what
was worst about his years as a
prisoner, his instant response is,
“the food.” Rice, and not much of
that. What did he think of the
Japanese people? The coolie class
were friendly; he remembers
working with them in the plant in
Tokyo. He said the company was
Ajinomoto, the same company
now involved in the corn process-
ing plants at Eddyville.

After his POW experience,
Hough remained in the Navy for a
time, being stationed at Great
Lakes, the Naval Air Station at
Ottumwa, and the Pentagon in
Washington, among other places.
He was discharged as a Lieuten-
ant in 1949, for health reasons.

Some of his notes from prison
camp helped the Navy to establish
official records.

Following his service days,
Hough worked first for lowa Pow-
er and then in heavy construction.
He built the home in which the
family lives on Ninth Ave. East.

Health forced his retirement in

1971. .
Hough credited thoughts of his

fiance and their future with keep-
ing him alive during the captivity.
He married Verla Scott and they
have two daughters, one living in
Oskaloosa and one in Bettendorf.

In 1977, the Phillipine govern-
ment invited former POW’s to a
Reunion for Peace, and Hubert
and Verla went. She became the
first wife to visit the Palawaan
prison camp, which has been kept
by the natives as a memorial. tI‘he
flight from Manilla took Fﬂg!‘lt
hours and they landed on a strip
he had built. Now, tourist facilities
are being constructed on the
island.

Hough flys the flag every day,
but not in bad weather or at night.
He says Veterans' Day means Just
as much to him as V.E. Day or
V.J.Day. They're all important.
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Ex-P.O.W.

tells story
in a book

By WANDA HUBERTY

Courier correspondent

DELTA Quinecy Rice was a
bookkeper in Wellman until March
15, 1944

That date, like for many World
War 1] veterans, changed his life

The book he now keeps is not
filled with numbers, but with de-
tails of his war experience

After induction into the Army at
Camp Dodge in March 1944, Rice
left for basic training in California
and eventually was assigned to the
USS Vernon

It docked in Liverpool, England

Sept. 19 found them at Omaha
Beach, France
“There weren't many houses

after D-Day,”" Rice said “‘We saw a
lot of sunken ships and a cemetery
with 7.000 American graves. '

Transferred to the 39th Infantry
Regiment, he traveled by train
through France and Belgium to
front-line combat in Germany

On Oct. 12, after heavy mortar
and artillery fire, he “‘looked up out
of my trench and saw four German
rifles pointed at me.”

“Outnumbered five to one’ he
and several others were captured

It wasn't until November his
wife, Gertrude Rice, back in Delta,
[owa with their surviving daughter
and son, learned her husband was

'miussIng in action.

It would be five months before
she learned that he was alive and a
prisoner ol war

The Americans, sometimes with
Polish, Belgian, and French prison-
ers, were marched or sent by box-
car [rom one prison camp o an-
other

“Most of the prison camps were
cold, filthy and overcrowded, 'he
said

“Food was usually a little bread,
thin soup and ersatz coffee,” Rice
said. Sometimes they got a little
meal of unknown origin

“But I think our indominatable
Yankee spirit hurt the Germans
more than anything,” he said
‘They couldn’t break our morale.”

They began to get some Red
Cross items including food, cloth-
ing. books and Bibles

Rice kept a Testament and con-
tinually “*‘made marks’ that cou-
ldn’t be understood by anyone but
himseli

The marks recorded the history
of his imprisonment

Al Stalag BII, Rice got blood poi
soning from an infection on his
arm, was treated by a civilian doc-
tor and recovered

At one point they were allowed
packages from home

Many of the soldiers asked for

Courner photo by Wanda Huberty

BOOKKEEPER: Quincy Rice of Delta has written a
book about his war experiences.

The number of lowans
who have served and have
been killed since the Civil
War are:

War Served Deaths
Civil 76,242 13,001
Spanish 5,8 59 164
WWI 114,242 3,576
WWII 286,000 8,398
Korean 85,314 532
Vietnam 115,000 843

Total 682,657 26,514

Source: lowa Department of Pub-
lic Defense

candy bars and cigarettes

The prisoners’ final move was to
a camp near Lubeck where Red
Cross headquarters was located

They were not informed of the
war’s progress, but when they saw
Germans moving equipment back
from the front, "‘we thought some-
thing was up.”

On May 3, 1945, they noticed the
guards were no longer armed.

I'hat afternoon a column of
American tanks appeared and on
May 6, 1945, the American prison
ers were flown to Rheims, France
where American cooks and food
awaited them

1 ate six full meals one day,"
Rice said. He estimated that he
weighed only 135 pounds.

At Camp Lucky Strike, near St.
Valeries, France he met Lloyd

Hammes of Sigourney

Hammes had been captured in
Africa over two vears before. The
men came home together on June
15, for a two-month furlough

On Oct. 26, Rice was promoted to
sergeant. He became a civilian on
Nov. 8 1945

The Rices farmed near Delta and
added three daughters to the fami-
ly

Alter retiring, he was postmaster
at Delta for 12 vears Gertrude
Rice died in January

Besides his P.O.W. medal, Rice
earned the Good Conduct Medal.
ETO ribbon, Victory and Purple
Heart Medals, and two stars for the
Rhineland and Central Europe
campaign.

""There are men who were prison-
ers Iunger and had it a lot harder
than I did,”” Rice said.
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123 casket§ of American servicemen killed in a Japanese prisoner of war massacre in the Philippines in December 1944 await a mass burial in February . 1952.
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Hell on a prison ship
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By LARRY FRUHLING
Begiater Lot Writer
NTERSET, IA. — The painting,
dredged up from a crevasse of mental
anguish and physical agony, shows
Don Thomas' friend with an uplifted canteen he
| 1s about to smash onto the head of a fellow Ameri-
can prisoner of war
The man about to be bludgeoned had tried to
steal the last swallow of water from the canteen
He was dead the next morning. His body was
hoisted by a rope up through a hatch and thrown
into the sea, as were the corpses of scores of other
Americans who died on the wretched ship of star-
vation, thirst, heat and a hopelessness so deep
that some prayed not for life but for death
Thomas did the gloomy painting, "Prison
Ship,” in 1948 when he was a student at Central
College in Pella. He was back in lowa after his
young man's dream of traveling the oceans had
become a long-running nightmare of captivity by
the Japanese. Later he would become an art
teacher in Winterset schools
Thomas was a prisoner of war for nearly all of
World War Il and a participant in one of the war's
lesser-known episodes, the movement of Allied
| prisoners on unmarked Japanese “hell ships”
that sometimes were bombed and torpedoed by
| unknowing American submarine captains and
pilots
The killing of Americans by Americans, no
matter how inadvertent, was not a trumpeted

| The prisoners were herded
into their trenches, then
doused with aviation fuel
and set afire.

chapter in U.S. military history. Nor did many
survivors of the ships come forth with their
stories, Thomas says, becausé the memory was
too horrid or because the experience had trans-
pired in a mental blur of disease, hunger and
thirst

Painting “Prison Ship" was Thomas' way of
purging his mind of the expenence he could not
talk about at the time. He spent 39 days in the
hold of the little Japanese cargo ship on which he
was taken from the Philippines to Formosa in the
autumn of 1944, after already spending some 2%
| years as a virtual slave to his captors

The ominous figure with the uplifted canteen in
the painting is a Texan whom Thomas had be
fnended while both were prisoners at Palawan,
an island to which they were taken, with about
300 other Amencans, after their capture at Cor-
regidor

The Texan may or may not have killed the man
he is attacking for trying to steal the canteen and
its precious swallow of water, Thomas says. "The
man was probably half gone” when the attack oc-

| curred, Thomas says. ""He was dead the next
moming, but he might have been dead anyway."

No one raises a hand to defend the man being
aftacked. Crazed men attacking other crazed
men was not a remarkable occurrence on the
crammed, sweltering ship

| sat by and watched,” Thomas says. "'l didn't
do a thing. To me it seemed like the right thing to
do.”

On the left side of the painting a group of weak-
ened men try to attach another corpse (o a rope 5o
it can be hoisted out of the small ship's hold. The
ship carried about R00 prisoners, divided
between two holds that were filthy from the dust
of the coal, the vessel's usual r;trg:;

Two or three died every day in each hold. Some
succumbed after drinking from the buckets the
Japanese lowered into the cargo bay as latrines
Others died after sucking sea water from the wet
towels that were lowered into the hold to help the
prisoners cope with the stifling heat

The painting — which Thomas has not often
lnoked al — was intended to capture the events of
one particularly grotesque night on the hell ship

The freighter was steaming alongside a Japa-
nese tanker. The Japanese were (Hving to maneu-
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I areo ship w hit, apparently heCausE
Nas sO 13l i was worth attacking. Thomas

aipload of prisoners (o shield the tanker

lowan’s painting recalls WWIl

Smoke and fumes from the tanker found theis
way into the hold of the cargo ship; the panicky
prisoners did not know immediately it was not
their own ship burning |

“They didn’t have the energy to scream
Thomas said. “Some were pray ing in a negative

sense, that a torpedo would hit us and get it over
with

Thomas got an “A" for the painting from his s
structor at Central College. "Prison Ship
has been chosen to be part of an exhibit at th
Marine Corps Histonrical Center in Washington
D.C. The exhibit will commemorate
ll, which, for the United States began 50 years
ngo this Dec. 7

At the beginning of the war, Thomas, who had
joined the Marines in May 1940, the summer
after graduating from Macksburg High School,
was learning military communications in Manila
the Philippines

He already had spent more
than a year as a Seagoing
Marine aboard a heavy cruiser,
the USS Houston

The Houston, battered in
several eariier engagements
went down on Feb. 28, 1942
during a fearsome fight with
Japanese warships off the
northwest coast of Java. Of the
1,084 men aboard, 720 died. Of
IhE n]'ﬁ‘l survivors “’hﬂ wWereg
captured by the Japanese, 76 died in prison
camps

For Thomas, the war ended on May 6, 1942
when the United States surrendered Corregidor
and the rest of the Philippines to the Japanese. By
then Corregidor, the island fortress at the mouth
of Manila Bay, had been battered by months of
bombing and shelling, and its American and Fili-
pino defenders were devastated by hunger and
disease

Thomas had been in a foxhole on Corregidor’s
coast, living on one meager meal a day, when the
1sland was given up.

That night, Thomas and other prisoners sat
around their small fires heating rations the Japa-
nese had given them. For some reason the group
was shelled and Thomas was wounded in the foot
and was taken to a hospital, was patched up by an
American doctor and was given an injection

Several hundred sick and wounded Americans
were in the hospital when he lapsed into uncon-
sciousness that night, but when he awoke the
next morning he was all alone amid a heap of
bandages and other debnis.

He began limping and crawling up an embank-
ment to turn himself over 10 a Japanese soldier
whose rifle was aimed at him. [nstead of shoot-
ing, the soldier directed Thomas over a ridge to a
machine gun manned by other Japanese

| thought, “Well, they re going to do it with the
machine gun,’ " Thomas saiC, but a Japanese ser
geant put a cigarette in Thomas’ mouth, lit it and
helped him over to a group of other American
prisoners

“That was a startling thing because right
around the point from me, 8 James Ravine, they
were marching the prisoners ot a cliff_ It depend
ed on which group of Japanese picked you up, |
was fortunate,” _

Thomas was in several prison camps in the Ma
nila area before he was transported to the 1sland
of Palawan in September 1332 as part of a group
of 300 prisoners who served as slave laborers,
clearing the jungle with pRmitive tools and build-
ing a landing strip for JApanese aircrafy

[nitially, a few Amencans Managed to escape,
then the Japanese decreed that if anyone tried to
flee. the other nine men in hs 10-member squad
ron would be executed. .

‘' (Besides), there was 0@ Piace 1o go
homas said :

Some prisoners did everything
cluding mutilating themf-fl‘-'j" o avoid woarking
on the airfield, maintaining e labor wouy
the enemy

] was it“."} gl?‘.}d at m;_{]-.l!'l’ B

and. 1 told m}'ﬁfif["ﬁﬁf‘bm!l ADE 1 for the Amen
cans, and as it I‘JTTIE‘d DUI-["I"' months after it was
finished, American Navy PI#Res were [and|
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| knew it was healthy {'-‘_ rk. You becan
Verv conscious uf“‘a}‘stuﬂ.- 3l
In September 1944, rﬁ'f:"i :
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“Prison Ship” by lowan Don Thomas will be part of an exhibit at the Marine Corps Historical Center in Was
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hington to commemorate World War 1I

I'homas, 69, remembers the day during
World War [l when another POW smashed
a canteen against a prisoner’s head to pro-

al Palawan, Thomas and the other prisoners were
divided into two groups. The group in which
I'homas was placed was destined for transport by
‘hell ship" te Japan for use as laborers in facto-
ries and on farms

The other group staved on Palawan, and on
Dec. 14 the men in it were massacred by the Japa-
nese, who sounded a false air-raid alarm, herded
the prisoners into their trenches, then doused
them with aviation fuel and set them afire with
torches

The bodies were mangled to make it look 1o the
American liberation forces, then re-establishing
themselves in the Philippines, as If the pnsoners
had been killed by American bombs

About 140 died in the massacre. One of the few
to escape the slaughter was a young Marine from
Urbandale, Glenn McDaole, later a state trooper
and Polk County sheriff's deputy. Some 30 Japa-
nese soldiers were hanged after the war for the
atrocity, thanks in part to McDole's account of
the slaughter

Still ahead for Thomas was the ordeal of more
than five weeks aboard the ship from Manila to
Formosa, where the survivors were kept for three
months to recover enough strengih to be usea as
IABore:
under increasing aftack by Amencan DOMDEers
For a ime Thomas worked

s in Japan, which, by then, was coming

n a stee] mill near

-aka. then he was sent to 2 village nonh of Usa
ka to help reclaim {farmiand fTom & jaKe and (0
irit rice. There, he be I nis Hedinn,

THN
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lams he foun

lIKe saagic, he said. '"You ate

That was just

.
vision during the Persian Gulf War

tect a few drops of water, He reconstructed
the incident in his 1948 painting that cap-
tured the anguish and agony on the ship.

one clam, and you could just feel the energy g
through vour body. That was the most protein
we'd had in prison camj

Japan surrendered on Aug. 15, 1945, after the
Unitec States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki, but Thomas and his fellow
prisoners were not aware the war
few davs afterward

Later, American airplanes began dropping
supplies for the liberated prisoners. Tne Amen
cans shared the bounty with the Japanese
farmers in the neighborhood, and the farmer:
shared their vegetables

“It was n real good relation Nip to
with,’
were,”

Thomas got Thanksgiving dinner at Yokohama
an the flq:tT.I."' "'Iitl LISS Colorado, and was flown K
the United States, and landed at a military airfield
i alter twao of Ihr four &n

WEaS OVeruntal a

end up

[homas said. “They were as hungry as wi

near Oakland, Cali
gines on the airplane caught fire duning the tlight

He was discharged from the Marines as a ser
geant in the spring of 1946, enrolled that fall it
Central College, wis eraduated in 1950 and spent
13 vears as an arn teacher in Winterset schools
He is now 64 vears old, a fit-looking man witl

senise of humor who helped start the Win-

good
L E programi o recognize the
o ."" nat « rge Washington CArver .r,-r
ifi 1.-'..' ' a A Young i

Thomas never considered himsa24f a heno, Gnis
3 sum r d he wa smerized by el

unzing war,” e savs
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Look for restausant and
UESHDI-I'iES;?’.E; r.;!:et;f:nm

enlerfainment Y

Tops on TV

‘Live by Request, Starring |
Elton John,' 8 p.m. on A&E

Tha enduring “Rocket Man"
gecomes the [atest artist 1o
ne "'i;
snecials, The edition 15

sed Trom Hollywood as

neaali SEnes ol
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requests

GOMPLETE
A PoEM

How to submit

The Des Moines Register
Web site will host a
community poem ol verse
written about the World
Trade Center tragedy

Submissions from poets
across lowa and around the
globe will be added daily on
the Register site through
Dec. 24 The poem can be
reached, and poets can
submit their verse, by going
to www.DesMaines
Register.com

The community poem
lowers
Wrilers

wWhosa verse is adaed 1o the

| 5ée two
- T

standing stdl
:

poem will receive cregil next

to their work

Famiry Tip
Take

fanl
hod g

snapshots

r .

Jouble prints so my
daughler cc

for ner thank

i use one Set
yoU notes. Shi
wrote a nice note on the
back of each photo and
mailed them to her guests
We recelved many nice
compliments about this dea

— B.W. Eureka, Calil.

2007 Tom McMahon
E-mizil 3 Ixvorile paranting fiu
e Kidtipsead! com oF fax i

ta (825) 461 -6080

LEND A HAND

Help a teacher

1 & helpers are

neaded at Findley

Elementary School o assis

students with reading and
writing skills, Contact Jani

Ware-Cole al 282-5281

[NDEX

Ann Landers

JEANNE ABBOTT, Featyres Editor

5-784-B029

g-mail. abbotti@news dmreqg com

Part 2: View
from the camps
Hrison camps left .
memories of hunger, cold
o and sutfering for the ANE3
v Jowans caprured by the
enemy. The experience

adso lefelifelong soars. |

What was it like to spend nearly
four years in a Japanese prison camp?
(ene Fleener hears that question all the
time. It was so miserable that he can
barety answer. He kept his sanity by

By MIKE KILEN

FE F WHITER

remembering his grandfather’s Iowa farm
e 18 79and lives alone in a tratler on the
east side of Des Moines.

H Photographs of a young Gene

Fleener in uniform hang on the walls of the
tight hallway leading to his bedroom

Here's a picture of him not too long after
he got out of the Japanese prisoner of war
camp mn 1945 His uniform swallows his
skanny body

in the bedroom. he has piled the bed with
MEeMmones, pictures, old soldier
reunion newsletters and of ficial documents

He picks up three items

mostiv

| e Tirst 1s a tootnbrusn, the orist

N Cup ne drans [rom
P wiood shaped like
ather strap fastened to the side with
il It is the w
made and wore in camp
He talks about it all without much wonder
or enthusiasm. as if going through the
required motions, even as his trembling
hand holds items he used 56 years ago, asa
young man, when all he could do to survive
was play mental tricks, idealizing his
rrandliather's lowa farm
For 56 years people have asked him how
he survived. Imagine responding to that
He did survive. Forty-four months of hell
“It's like winning the lottery,” Fleener
savs of his suwvival “You think it would be
all gond. But you don't come away feeling
Food

A Dent-<iwver n ooden sandal

@

People want to know what it was like to
spend almost four vears in a POW camp
They abwavys have

They want {o hear the details; not just the
Wil OUt
leave

stories me and the boys on
the gun cabbers and fighter plane
models, the military tactics and textbook
SITAeEyY

They want to find
Sur
iy
day he will die

When the Japanese boarded the Ameri-
can prisoners on the ship to take them to
camp, they were given a

Prohibitions included talking in loud
volees and using more than two blankets

Punishment was immediate death

[he rules document provided this grim

out how a man can
a bayonet in his

with little o

face every

wiondenng on what

e with

Al

list of 12 rules

consolation: “Navy of the Great Japanese
Empire will not try to punish you all with
death.”

[Then
'-4|||'|'|I'i"-

It gets fuzzy al times, remembering all
this, Fleener says, especially when his mil-

itary career begran with such enthusiasm

they promptly beheaded (five

Hore the experience chanded the lives of Toreans

44 months of hell as POW

Jouy HiatT KNOwS His Soxes page 3€
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Medal for bravery: Gene Fleener holds his Asiatic Pacific Campaign medal. He spent 44 months in a Japanese POW camp
Fleener wants to be remembered for the heroic effort by the Marines to defend Wake Island before his 1941 capture

Inside
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will be 1old
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POW IN
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captured oy
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ate dogs 3
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do, coming from the tiny town of Newburg

near Grinnell, where the only thing he

wanted was to get away. He even thanged
his birth certificate to join the Marines at
age 17 because they had nice uniforms. Tha
was 1544

Eighteen months later he was manning a
large gun and shooting at Japanesc dive
bombers coming at him on iy Wake

The stornes of

About this series

When does war hit home?

In modern America, it happened on Dec. 7,
1941, and Sept. 11, 2001

The balance of global conflicts in the last 100
vears were fought on the soil of other nations

Thousands of Iowans witnessed those confhicts
World War I, World War II, the wars in Korea,
Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.

Ihey fought, they served on the sidelines, they
watched the enemy invade their country, they
fled the oppressors

Many of those witnesses walk past us every day
on the sidewalks, silently sheltering their past

No single experience can capture the love and
hate, confusion and heartbreak of war.

But in the aftermath of Sept. 11, a few lowans
dug into their memories and their scrapbooks to
share their stories with us

The series ends on the 60th anniversary of the
bombing of Pear]l Harbor

SUNDAY
War from the Dther Side
How Dieter Konitzer fled the
advancing Russians in the final days
of World War Il

TODAY
View Irom the Camps
Gene Fleener spent 44 harrowing
months in 2 Japanese POW camp.

TUESDAY
Letters from Home
Husbands al the frent and their
wives keap love alive during three
wars.

WEDNESDAY
You Can't Kill Memaries
Al tha lowa Veterans Home In
Marshalltown, old soldiers come Lo
lerms with thair histories

THURSDAY
Guns, Bombs, Starvalion and Murder
Ilowa's refugees spent years ducking
bullets and grenades to survive

FRIDAY
Witnass (o Attack
Bud Wise saw bombers attack Pearl
Harbor, and John Clayburg watched
the World Trade Center collapse.

Movie listings = Becoming a soldier seemed the thing to 500 WAR, Page BF
Horoscope K1
"Iil '-r:l.'l.::-' '55
Lrossword at
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together butter or marganne,

SUEal

aKing

veup (1 sliek) BUTEE. 3l room  pegting until blended

lemperature
1 cup granuiated sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 egg
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 leaspoon baking powder
' teaspoon sall
Vr cup raspberry jam
cup shredded coconut
Vs cup finely chopped walnuls

Refngerate untd (o
coveral hours or overmugnt
Before rolling out dough, let
stand at room
until soft enough to roll easily

jam, coconul and walnuis
Between two sheels of wax
p;:j!-t—! rodl !.t-.!l.-'].ffl.LF'.:l.!- a 1z
by-S-inch rectangle.  Spread
J;;m mixture evenly over
dough to within inch of
!"Lj!.;l"'r

Roll - up jellyroll
{ashion, starting from long
side. Cut log in half {or ease in
handling

In a medium bowl, beat

b
vanilla and egg until dough
Add flour,

and salt,

ght and fufly
powder

Iemperaiure

In a small bowl, combme

can have cut-and-bake convenience

Wrap and refrigerate until
'

[irm, several hours or over-
night. (Dough may be stored

in freezer several weeks)
Freneat

degrees

$/9

aoven lo ]
Grease baking
sheets. Lsing a large; sharp
knafe, cut chulled dough into
inch £ inches
apart
muinutes or untll edges
golden. Remove cookies from
haking sheets; conl an racks
Makes 45 cookies

|_|J|\}r. EI'.!.l.'.,"
in sheets: Balkee 8 to 10

CHRE

Sep COOKIES, Page 2¢
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| Words of Jesus: Visiting the World War I1 memorial at the lowa Capitol, former POW Bruce

Longstreet looks at a copy of the New Testament he used for comfort during the war

Hor the expertence chanded the lives of lorvans.

The torture and inhumane
treatment is hard for them to
talk about.

The mass graves.

I'he eating of grass and dogs
and sawdust-laden bread that
gave them Splinters in their
mouths.

No single anecdote quite tells
the story of the prisoner of war.
It's the liftle things that surface.

Bruce Longstreet of Des
Moines spent five months and
lost nearly 100 pounds in a Ger-
man camp after being captured
during the Battle of the Bulge.

He remembers the war every
time he buys toilet paper, which
was rare in camp

“1 still buy toilet tissue by the
case and the best | can get,” he
said

Some items are more unusual,
Longstreet is haunted by the
memory of candy.

“We were taken out of box-
cars by German guards and
marched through the town.
They spit on us and threw rocks
atus, We were the criminals,” he
explains.

“When we were liberated and
given rations with some candy
in it, little German children were
begging for our candy. I didn't
give them any. I thought, you
little bastards, you were throw-
ing rocks at us a few weeks ago.

"As | grew older ... *ﬁ'ly
didn't 1 give my candy to the
children? That haunts me worse
than anything | saw in prison

camp.
— Mike Kilen

" Captured by Germans, soldier
was forced to eat grass, dogs

Memories: A World War 1
poster hangs in Bruce Long-
street’s Des Moines basement.

Prison camps leave scars for lowans

WAR, from Page 1E

Island, a scrap of land often used as
a fuel stop for the military en route
to Pearl Harbor

He remembers seeing the teeth
of one Japanese bomber

“He was not smiling'

For 16 long days, Fleener helped
hold off the Wake lsland attack. He
remembers being upsel when he
ran out of Life Savers

“You pick these small things to
think about,” he says

When it was time to surrender
on Dec. 23, 1941, Fleener was 50
tired he put down his weapon and
slept under a bush. He awoke to a
bayonet in his face

Japanese soldiers stripped him
naked, put a rope around his neck
and tied him o the next guy

“If we'd have known what we
were about to go

through,” he
5d Y35 TWe
wouldn't have

surrendered.”

“What | am
proud of is my

sure it was cold

In the summer, the heat was
msufferahble

Mosquitos squeezed through the
broken screens to spread malaria
to the soldiers, who were thinning
fast on a starvation diet and toiling
nine hours a day hauling dirt to
build a 40-foottall hill for a shoot-
If'!}-..'r r';mge-

The only medicine was charcoal
for diarrhea. I sent to the com-
pound’s hm‘pﬁ;t], many were sure
to die

That i1s where Fleener found
himself after getting malana and
diarrhea, a comnation the sol-
diers took as a death sentence

He lay in the hospital bed, certain
it was curtains, watching the man
next to him, legs mere skin and
bones. die later that nizht

Fleener's buddy saved his life

A fellow pris-
oner had secretly
filled an old sov
sauce bottle with
water and buned

[ dad was in it for emergen-
His account of cies. He cooled
the next 44 Wurld War |, Fleener's feverish
months is painful : head with the
American sol- me and 'TW fl\fe waler and broke
wltiw:'ﬁ: Imt t!;ik::l hmthers seweﬂ tm;_]f:!:t:]l;r X
or two days . lee
without f[ood or in Wnl‘ld Wal‘ “ forced to refurn to
rater 1\ T JOrK ras t
T s |':and Korea, and. | SOt
caplors consid- we all came and haul dirt
ered killing them k" Another prisoner
all. then were hﬂ[‘.’ . not much stron-

ordered by supe-
rors 1o Five them
waler

It was served i an old gas can
The Americans vomited it back up

Days later, they were herded on
a ship headed for the Shanghai
prisoner of war camp. On board
“they beat hell out of us,” Fleener
recalls

The barracks was a seres of
bunks that slept nine, 2 feet aparn
Forgel rolling over or curling up

“We slept at attention.”

[he barracks had heat only one
hour each day. Guards would place
their hands on the stove to make

Gene Fleener

ger, took has load

“People don't
know what wyou
can do when vou are forced”
Fleener says

He survived another harrowing
evenl in camp

While kneeling outside the bar-
racks cleaning his boots, which had
to be spotless, he hear d footsteps

At the Prisoners were
required to salute every Japanese
soldier, Fleener acted as if he didn't
see the guard and hoped he would
continue to walk past hum

He looked up to see boots before
1L

tme

Punishment was death

These are the rules Gearge Fleener was given befare boarding the ship
to be transported o the Japanese prisoner of war camp.

Commander of the prisoner escort

Navy of the Greal Japanese Empire

Regulations for prisoners

The prisoners disobeying the following orders will be punished with

immediate death,

a. Those disobaying orders and instructions.
b. Those shawing a motion of antagonism and raising a sign of

opposition

¢, Those disobeying the reguiations by individualism, egoism
thinking only about yoursell, rushing lor your own goods

d Those talking without parmission or raising loud vDICes

g Those walking and moving Withou! order

{. Those carrying unnecessary baggage in embarking

). Those resisting mutuaily

h. Those louching the boat's matenals

synlches, et

Those clim

Thase showing action of ru

[F ]

wires, electric |i

bing lacder without oraer
nning away from the room or boat

k. Thosa trving to take more meal than given to them

Those using more than two Dlankets

Naw of the Great Japanese Empire will not try to punish you all with

death. Those obeying all rules and regulations, and believing the action

and purpose of the Japanese Navy, coopariting with Japan in
constructing the *New order of the Great Asfa,” which leads 1o the

world's peace, will be well tréatad

— |||
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Injured on face: Gene Fleener recalls a Japanese soldier’s bayonet slashing his nose, leaving it dangling and bleeding, as a POW
in a Shanghai prison camp. “If we'd have known what we were about to go through.” he says, “we wouldn't have surrendered.”

“The SOB stopped” Fleener
says. He leapt to his {eet, salutng
and pleading that he didn't see the
guard

“Youre a liar” the Japanese
soldier replied

He swung the bayonet attached
to his gun on each side of Fleener's
face, providing a close shave, then
slashed it across his nose, leaving it
dangling and bleeding from his
face

Fellow Americans dared not
mtervene as Fleener bled

As his nose healed unevenly
during the long davs months and
years that followed, his thoughts
shifted from hope of war's end to
thoughts of his past

He remembered his prandfa-
ther's farm, the hallowed family
ground and home to Fleeners since
before the Civil War, It was a mind
game,

Fleener's body, however, was
falling. He had tuberculnsis. His
165-pound  bod dropped 68
pounds

One day, out of the blue, after he
and fellow prisoners were moved
to a coal-mining prisoney camp, the
.!..E'\i!!?.*.-'.- offered them CUpS of
wWine and sugar

Lonfused and mghten
prisonérs drank i e

The Japanese walked away.
They were never sesn no

A mir
o o
Alraid thal i w

LT
e i trick and
Fleener and his
THWE [OF three hours.
they raided the
He o a5 ":LLI'! as 'Il‘t
Américan l“m
0aves of hread m

A % ".-l"-':-..- e T
Py rPedo cartridges

The war was over

they wauld be shot
mates didn

[hen

rce supply and

cattiously

could e boilled

began to drop

qu.l.‘ Warst was nnoi
L
Came Dack to hig linle
hometown and was 1‘,:-,_!]-|:. irited.
1 put that place and the people

Fleener

-

. . Ay 4
P ARV

Garb: Sometimes forced to be naked, Fleener was given a sandals
to wear during his POW stay. Much time was spent in the cold.

up on a pedestal,” he says. “Nothing
could live up to that.”

Two of his fellow
committed suicide

He would be further discour-
aged in the following post-war
months, especially when he went
into town with his dad

“Meet my son,” his father would
say. “He spent 44 months in a Jap
prison.”

Nothing was mentioned about
fending off the Japanese for 16
days on Wake Island X i

“Your ego is down on the foor,
Fleener says. “In a sense it was a
terribie ime.

He spent a year in an isolated
hospital room because he ] had
tuberculosis He faced difficuit
surgeries 0 reconsiruct hnis nose
He suffered claustrophobia and
says he drank too much _

Bit by hit, he worked himself out
of the funk.

He went to college. He moved to
California, was a salesman and
Wned a m&iﬂ!"ﬁh.

prisoners

He married a wonderful woman
who died in 1975, an event he says
led to the warst grief in his life

Through the years, he noticed
the lasting effects of war. He feels
hungry, even after a full meal

Today, in retirement in a Des
Moines trailer, he has a bed full of
memories. He picks them up one al
a ime, with little emotion

Something 1s bothering him

‘Everybody wants to make you
some sort of hero,” he says. “[ don't
feel that way, | don't come away
feeling good about these things

“What 1 am proud of is my dad
was in World War I, me and my
five brothers served in World War
Il and Korea, and we all came back

“Six of the 22 members of the
Newburg American Legion post at
one time were Fleeners. That's a
helluva lot better than talking about
a Jap prison camp.”

Reporier Mike Kilen can be reached at

(515] 284-8361 or
WlenmE@news. dmreg.com
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Heroes tell
their stories

Janeg Cox was moved by
World War II stories she heard
across the kitchen tables in lowa.

She used the words of 12 vet-
erans in her script for “Heroes
Among Us” a production at
lowa State University's Fisher
Theater that opens Friday.

“Almost all of them told sto-
res that were very vivid You
could see pictures m their mind,”
said Cox, associate professor of
performing arts at lowa State

“These were typical people
who never thought of being
soldiers, They were willing to
sacrifice anything to help the
country and anybody they cared
about. They have carried it in
their hearts for a lifetime.”

A common trait that surfaced
in their memoirs was modesty

“All said they were just trying
to do their duty,” Cox said. “They
were determined to do their best
and not let anybody down.”

Many were left with lasting
sensations about what they wit-
nessed, from the battlefields to
the home front, from military
hospitals to hberated concentra
fon {'illl'lrl"r

“It was all very moving. We all
stand on their shoulders.”

‘Heroes Among Us’
WHEN: 730 pm

Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday
7:30 p.m, Dec. 14-15 and
2p.m. Dec. 16
WHERE: Fisher Theater
State Center, Ames
TICKETS: 510 adults, $9 senior
citizens, $4.50 students and
children, Call (515) 294-3347
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TRAVEL

Tourists savor
unusual view

Travelers to Costa
Rica get a different
perspective, zipping W
through the tree tops L
in a rain forest,
attached to a cable by
rappeliing and -
spelunking gear F
Page 3E

W)
die

A Bataan Death March survivor
returns to the Philippines
to confront his demons

AN [owA
MOMENT

How lowans went the
éxtra mile to help others

Recently, my car battery
went dead at an lowa City
restaurant. A towing sérvice
jump-started it and sent me
{0 a garage. But on the way
my car stalled in the road

As | tned to raise the
hood, a young man said he
had a tow truck three cars
behind me and could tow me
to the garage

At the garage, | asked how
to pay him

"No charge,” he said

| said, “You'll never get
rich that way.”

His response was, “| have
other riches.”

That's axactly what you
would expect a guardian
angel in lowa GCity, la., to say

— Ardis 0'Dell,
lowa City, la.

rn! ﬂﬂ.!;.‘r'sfi‘r “rJ'H pJ}' s 10 il we us@

your story about lowans who went
the extra mils o help yvou. Wi
about 50 words and send fo: An
fowa Moment, The Des Moines

Register, P.0. Box 857, Des

Moines, la. 50304, Or send e-mail
to eheath@dmreg com. Include
your sddress and phone number

Topay's |
BIRTHDAYS |

Actress Heather
Matarazzo is 20. Rapper Eve |
is 24. Actress Brittany |
Murphy (“8 Mile,” "Girl
Interrupted”) is 25. Actress
Mackenzie Phillips ("One
Day At A Time") Is 43
Actor-comedian Sinbad Is
46, Actor Jack Scalla is 51.
Actress-dancer Ann Reinking
is 53. Lyricist Tim Rice is 58.
Actor Russell Johnson
("Gilligan’s Island™) Is 78

By JOHN D. LUKACS

SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

1 J" anila, Philippines

2%&* /fL. — Memories pour

w &  from his mind like

[ / & the amber contents

‘%i‘j’ ;l of the cold bottle of

__AL ¥ Bl San Miguel beer in
= his hand.

Harold Malcolm Amos, with one
arm balanced on the handle of his
bamboo cane and the other angled
across the polished narra wood bar
of the famed Manila Hotel's Tap
Room, is telling a story in his own
folksy style.

“Everyone was getting excited
after we heard that Pearl Harbor
was bombed. There were no passes
off the post. They had to set up some
operating rooms and first-ad sta-
tions. Everybody was on duty 24
hours a day,” Amos recalls.

“And no more San Miguel."

Amos, 80, is a lifelong Afton, la.,
resident and survivor of the infa-
mous Bataan Death March — the
atrocity-filled evacuation of prison-
ers of war from one of America's
bloudiest, yet least-known, World
War [l Pacific Theater battlefields

Last May, he returned to the
Pacific archipelago as part of a tous
commemorating the 60th anniver-
sary of the Fall of the Philippines
Accompanying him on the emo-
tional journey was his daughter,
Michelle Anderson, as well as sev-
eral veterans and ther families
from across the country

Amos and his former brothers-

), i
o Philippines

I Fhukay
Bataan Peninsula m
Scuth

Chintr Se
(o —

AUl miles

/ Malaysia

o

THE REGISTER

LD wAR Iy MOST DRAMATIC MISS0m

Their story: “Ghost Soldiers,”
by Hampton Sides (Anchor
Books, $14.95 paperback) tells
of the raid that rescued Amos
from prison camp.

in-arms returned to the Philippines
to participate in memorial ceremo-
mes and dedications, to rekindle

GARY FANDELTHE REGISTER

their love for the Filipino people and
to reflect at the sites of battles and

Death March survivor and former prisoner of war: [lirold Malcolm Amos holds his
.military medals from World War 11, which include Broni Stars for meritorious service
and the Purple Heart, given to armed forces members who are wounded in action.

horrilic atrocities
But mostly, the old soldiers e e A S

returned to exorcise ghosts that
to paraphrase Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur’s legendary farewell speech |
— have yet to “just fade away."

After all, if any group of Ameni-
can veterans deserves an honorable |
discharge from the nightmares, |
flashbacks and residual effects of
the horrors of war, it's the forgotten
defenders of Bataan L

Therr epic stand 15 a heart-
wrenching history lesson com-
pressed into a footnote — if that —
in most school texts

In the dark, early days of World
War 1II, nearly 20,000 Amencan
military personnel were subjected to
some of the most barbaric acts ever
afforded prisoners of war. Beatings,
executions and other atrocies

See BATAAN, Page 2t

Survivor

VETERAN: Harold Malcolm

Amas

AGE: 80

HOMETOWN: Afton, fa
ENLISTED: With U.S. Army
Medical Corps at age 18
ENDURED:; Battle for Bataan,
Bataan Death March, three years
I Japanese prison camp
RESCUED: In the Graat Raid, Jan.
30, 1945

RETURNED HOME: Late in 1945
FAMILY: Wife, Loraine, and seven
ghildren

LIFE IN AFTON: Ran a grocery
i slore, served as city councilman,
I8 currently mayor

SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER

Staff Sgt. Amos posed in his full dress uniform.

TOMORROW

Read this, lowa!

The All lowa Reads
project unveils the work that
it thinks all lowans should
read in 2003
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When Jennifer and John
Vollmer were married mn

Pssst

The latest buzs across the state

| | Design goes to the dogs (and cats)
. d Does yourcat seem stressed out? It could be because
2 I -~ her whiskerswhack against the side of her dish when

- #lIr'g she eats. Who knew this could be a problem?

But Wetn(g International thinks it has the answer

1994, she wanted a little something extra.
So she and her mother, artist Nan Wilson, painted a
floral design on a long stretch of heavy canvas (o create
an aisle runner leading to the altar

Now, Vollmer and Wilson in Sioux City, la., are
making 36-inch-wide, hand-painted aisle runners for
other brides. Coated with polyurethane for protection,
the canvas runners are quieter than paper runners. The
custom-made runners cost $30 per square foot, and
Vollmer and Wilson have 14 styles to rent for $10 per
linear foot. They range from 25 to 75 feet long

Check with wedding planners and consultants. The
women's Web site is www.nanwilsonaisles.com

with 15 ]’*’Jlt."f‘ﬂi
no-w hisker.stress bow|
($25), contourad to a
cat’s face and plenty
wide to accommodate the
whiskers
Wetn(Oz alsp makes dishes for dogs.
One has a handle raised high on one side, so vou can lift
it without 1ouching the slobbery, messy parts ($30).
Dishes ure made of stainless steel; handles and feet of
rubber. Find the pet gear at Design Ranch in lowa City
or online a miiw.nﬁ'nﬂz.{:um.

ot

-

Sharon Tyler Herbst

i A Nl A T S

Nogroginthisnog =
IGquorHTeS
Grink guice

Just in time for holiday
parties is Sharon Tyler
Herbst's new book, “The
Ultimate Liquor-Free Drink
Guide: More Than 325
Drinks With No Bz, But
Plenty of Pizzaze!™ i
(Broadway Books, $15). The =
pages are filled with recipes for easy-to-make coolers,
smoothies, nogs, punches mocktails and more, jazzed
up to look fabulousin the glass. Who needs booze when
you can have Sugar-Bush Hummers, Hot Fluffernutters.

| Arabian Yansoons and Funky Monkeys?

Herbst also weaves quotes Hlmugh;:iur the book, such
as this from actor Peter O'Toole; “Being sober for 50
many years is getting interesting

q
4
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THEATER: Shenandoah

Shakespeare Express, 7:30 p.m,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday in
Grand Central Station, Central
College, 812 University, Pella,

Ihe Virginia-based Shenandoah
Shakespeare Express will bring a
trio of the Bard's works to Central's
stage this week. The comical “The
laming of the Shrew” will be per-
formed Thursday, followed by the
bittersweet “The Tempest” Friday
and concluding with the tragedy
“Conolanus” Saturday, The three
plays give an excellent overview of
Shakespeare's range, touching on
everything but his histories. Free.
(641) 6285157

COMEDY: Chonda Plerce, 7

p.m. Monday al First Federated
Church, 4801 Franklin Ave.

Comedian Chonda Pierce will

bring her popular stand-up routine
to Des Moines this week Pierce
describes herself as a “cross
between a nun and a Las Vegas
showgirl” an interesting combina-
tion. She draws on her own some-
times painful life experiences to
shine a humorous light on almost
any topic. $15 in advance, $17 at the
door. (515) 255-2122

MUSIC: "Mass In the Time of

War," 7 tonight at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 4114 Allison
Ave.

I'he Westminster Oratorio Choir
and Orchestra will perform Franz
Joseph Haydn's classic work today
as part of Westminster's Fine Arts
Series, Randal Buikema will con-
duct the group, featuring soloists
Rebecca Gruber, Jenny Beckman,
Edwin Griffith and Scott La Graff,
Free. (515) 274-1534.

MOVIE: "Wild Strawberries,"
2:30 p.m, today in the Morgan
E. Cline Hall of Pharmacy and
Science, Drake University, 25th
Street and University Avenue.
Master filmmaker Ingmar
Bergman directed this 1957 Swed-
ish film about 2 man dealing with
his inner demons and inadequacies
on a literal and figurative
journey. Berman's films
aren’t the most exciting or
understandable things put
to celluloid, but they are
compelling and thought-
provoking, like David
mch's films. Free.
271-2038

No. 2;
Comedian
Chonda
Pierce will
beinDes %
Moines
Monday.

THEATER:
‘Godspell,” 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and 1 p.m.
Nov. 17 in Pate Theatre, Blank
Performing Arts Center, Simpson
College, 701 N. “C" S1., Indianola.
Religious rock musical “God-
spell” comes 1o Simpson this week,
bringing the good word and good
tunes with it. The musical will be
Er{nrmed using Jerzy Grotows-
I's “poor theatre,” stripping stage
and props to the bare minimum
Stephen Schwartz's songs, such as
“All Good Gifts” and “Day by Day,"
are some of the most hummable
tunes of all time Adults $8,

I

F ¥ »

L

- :j"

non-Simpson  students 87, (515)
961-1601.

MUSIC: 34th Annual Band
Extravaganza, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday al Hancher
Auditorium, University of lowa
campus, lowa City,
The Hawkeye Marching Band,
Johnson County Landmark Jazz

Band and the Symphony Band will

perform as a part of University of
. lowa's annual celebration. The
.. Selections will range
from the works of
[eonard Bernstein to
“Mac the Knife," and the
Hawkeye Marching Band
will perform favorites such
as the “lowa Fight Song” and
skits from halftime shows. $4.

(319) 335-1160
7 MIME: Baker's Dozen, 10 a.m.
Saturday In the Valley High

School Auditorium, 1140 35th St.,
West Des Moines

Mimes, they get no respect.
Mime is actually one of the most
difficult forms of acting, working
with no stage and no props. Mime
Troupe Baker's Dozen will show
just how much one can express
with absolutely no acting crutches.
The show is aimed at a younger
crowd, and anyone interested in
learning more is invited to attend a
mini-mime workshop after the
show. $4. 222-3455.

1 5
L

DANCE: 'Dancers in Concen,’
8 p.m, Salurday at the Des

Maines Playhouse, 831 42nd St.

The Central lowa Dance Youth
Ballet will reprise three dances
from the group's “Debut in 2002"
from last April. Twenty-one danc-
ers will perform the pieces as well
as three new dances and the stage
debut of “Summer Symphony,”
choreographed by Dianne Aldrich
and Anton Labuschange. $5. (515)
2790742

THEATER: 'Engaged,’ 2 p.m.

today and 8 p.m. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday In the Dows
Fine Arts Cenler, Coe College, 1220
First Ave. N.E., Cedar Rapids,

William S. Gilbert is primarily

known for the musicals he wrote
with Arthur Sullivan, such as “The
Mikado,” but he wrote a few non-
musical plays on his own. “En-
gaged” served as a model for
Oscar Wilde's “The Importance of

Daring raid saved ‘ghost soldiers’ from cert

BATAAN, from Page 1E

were commonplace; adherence to
the rules of the conduct of war was
[are.

Of the onginal American troops
consigned to this fate, more than
half never lived 10 tell their stories.
But one lowa native is among the
handful of lucky ones who did. His
story — an integral part of author
Hampton Sides' 2001 best-selling
book “Ghost Soldiers,” is a true tale
of the most daring rescue mission
mn American military history —
and might be one of the most
amazing

Alamo of the Pacilic

With Afton and the rest of
America still mired in the depths of
the Great Depression in June 1940,
the 18-vear-old Amos decided that

— —

it was time for a career change.

“l was working in a grocery
store and figured | could make
more money in the Army than in a
grocery store,” Amos said

Amos joined the US. Army
Medical Corps and hoped to enter
medical school after fulfilling his
service commitment in the Philip-
pines, but those plans, much like
the hulk of the Navy's Pacific Fleet
anchored at Pearl Harbor, went up
in smoke on Dec. 7, 1941

Having spent the previous
evening at a dance, Sergeant Amos
was resting in his barracks when
he beard news of the attack on the
other side of the international date

lird,

‘1 could not have cared less”
Amos admiited “l1 didnt even
know where Pearl Harbor was
Then it came to me.”

——— e e — _
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“l weighed 205 before the war and never
had a bit of fat on me — strong as a bull.
| think that’s what got me through it —
| was good and healthy.”
Harold Malcolm Amos, former POW

After subsequent Japanese at-
tacks decimated Filipino-
American forces in December
1941, MacArthur ordered about
15,000 American troops and 90,000
green Filipino recruits to retreat
into the Bataan Peninsula, a
sleamy Jungle realm of rice pad-
dies, nipa huts and colossal yoloa-
noes, to fight a delaying action and
wait for reinforcements

But help would never come, Be-
cause of the War Department’s
White House mandate to defeat
Nazi Germany first, the mexperi-
enced and illequipped troops
would be sacrificed

Although surrounded, out-
gunned, starving and diseased, the
“Battling Bastards of Bataan™ held
out for about four months in the
face of overwhelming odds and a
ferocious enemy. As a result, his-
torians would later nickname ther
gallant stand, which completely
upset the Imperial Japanese time-
table for the conquest of Asia, the
“Alamo of the Pacific.”

“Nothing but bones”

Shortly after April 9, 1942, the
young medic Amos found himself
trudging along a dusty road
flanked by Japanese guards with
gleaming bayonets near Marive-
les, a village on Bataan's southern
tip, Each step of the 65-mile Death
March proved to be a test of su-
perhuman endurance as Amos
slowly weaved through the

———————

Here are the answers
to the New York Times
crossword puzzle and Jumble
found in today’s Opinion Section.

smoldering, battlesscarred jungle
with very little food and water.
Cracks of rifle fire echoed
throughout the green hills. Some
guards pumped bullets into those
unable to continue; others deliv-
ered death with samurai swords

“If somebody couldn't make 1t,
Amaos said, “the Japunese just took
a saber, stuck it into ‘em, gave it a
little twist and went on up the
road.”

Sympathetic Filipino avilians
caught throwing food or flashing
the “V for Victory™ sign got the
same treatment.

Later, Amos realized the mag-
nitude of the slaughter when he
returned to Bataan in a prisoner
work detail.

“There was nothing but bones,
bones, bones laying alongside the
road,” Amos said “Human bones
.+ . Filipino and American bones.”

Nearly 700 Americans and
10,000 Filipinos died on the Bataan
Death March, but for those who
survived, the nightmare was only
beginning.

Amos spent the next three years
caring for fellow prisoners of war
in squalid Japanese prison camps,
including ODonnell and
Cabanatuan. By early 1945, as the
tide of the Pacific war shifted in
America’s favor, most of the latter
camp’s inmates occupied shallow
mass graves or had long since been
shipped to slave labor camps on
mainfand Japan.

s, r———— a8

BPECIAL TOTHE REGISTEN
Amos visited the monument
that marks the beginning of the

Bataan Death March.

What remained inside the
barbed wire of Cabanatuan on the
night of Jan. 30, 1945, were about
513 hiving skeletons — the “elite of
the damned,” author Sides wrote in
“Ghost Soldiers™ — suffering from
malnutrition, beriberi, dengue fe-
ver, dysentery and malaria, among
other debilitating tropical diseases

These men were the last rem-
nants of the group that suffered the
humiliating surrender on Bataan
and the horrors of the Death
March. They referred to them-
selves as “ghosts” and believed that
their country had abandoned them
to certain death at the hands of
their fanatical captors.

The Great Raid

Little did Amos and the rest of his
comrades know that lurking just
outside the perimeter of the camp
was a group of more than 100
American commandos from the
elite Sixth Ranger Battalion, plus
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No. 8: See the Central lowa Dance Youth Ballet on Saturday

Being Earnest.” combining smart
comedy and satire with farce.
md has languished in

y compared 10 Gilbert and
Sullivan s collaborations, but it's a
gem that deserves to be discov-
ered. Adults 37, seniors $5. (319)
398600

MUSIC: The Flying Pans,

3 p.m. today in the
Kruldenis: Center, Central College,
B12 University, Pella.

The mighty drums of John
Bonham have been replaced with
steel drums as the Flying Pans pay
a Caribbean tribute to Led Zeppe-
lin. *Stairway to Heaven,” "Kash-
mir® and “Whole Lotta Love® will
be given the steel drum (reatment
courtesy of conductor Stan Dahl,
the Flying Pans and special guest
Chris Hopkins, Adults $5, students
and seniors $2. (641) 628-5236,

ain death

groups of Alamo Scouts and Fili-
pino guerrillas,

Led by Colenel Henry Muccy, the
tiny strike force had quietly shipped
through nearly 30 miles of enemy
lermitory to complete its mission,
the orders for which came straight
from MacArthur's headquarters

' days earher:
escue the doomed ghosts of
Bataan

I was just shootin’ the breeze —
that’s what we did every mght, see
who could tell the biggest lie”
Amos sad. “Then a lot of shootin’
started.”

Shartly after dusk, in what be
came known as the Grear Radd on
Cabanatuan, Ranger sharpshoot-
ers systematically mowed down

Japanese guards. Machine gunners
splinter ard towers and bar-
racks. As Etilﬁ.-a hissed through

towering clumps of cogon grass,
Amos and his fellow pn
hustled into drainage ditches for
cover.

The Rangers then crashed the
camp’s main gate and assembled
the startled prisoners for their
long-awaited exodus. In fewer
than 30 minutes, a convoy of men
?nnjfimnhega?nk pulled by water

a the long,
journey back to the American Pﬂm
with an enraged Japanese Army in
hot purswit

Several harrowing hours later,
the ex-prisoners and their ex-
hausted liberators arrived safely at
their destination amid a flurry of
popping flashbulbs and cheers.
After several weeks of some
much-needed medical attention —
Amos weighed a scant 97 pounds
at the end of his ordeal — and a visit
from General MacArthur himself,
the resurrected ghosts were sent
home to the States

‘1 weighed 205 before the war
and never had a bit of fat on me —
strong @8 a bull® Amos said, “]
think that's what got me through it
— ] u-.-ugmd and healthy.”

Exorcising the demons

Amasarrived back in Afton with
little fanfare in late 1945 married
and |ater operated his own gro-
cery. He would raise seven chil-
dren withhis wife, Loraine. He also
found fime 1o Serve as a city
councilman before becoming
mayor, 8 Fﬂnﬂn he still ocoupies.

But Amos’ semi-refirement was
EthrUptd'mal FEJI'\ ago when
Sides ¢W him for an inter-
view Theresulting book rose (o a
lofty N2 ing on the New
York Times er list. Several
Hollywood studios are inferested
in the fifmrights to the story

Amos, Meanw hile, is fast be-
coming g celebrity himself, partic-
I]'lil.tmg" Iﬂ'w Eigﬂiﬂgﬁ. TV docu-
Mmentaries, FEUNIONs and other
events aeress the nation. And per-
haps most im tly, each event,
each mn' ack 10 g:[ Ptuhmlg
helps the former aan “ghost™
-::-.-{-E.--L--l..zew own six-decade-old
L_Tl_’ml s )

His g‘f{}’f'.. ed, Amos fin-

shes the rﬂm’% ounces of San
}'\r‘]r-]p’rltuﬂﬁﬂs IS empty glass
on the hap, #1canl ever think of

H.Ji:-,'r!‘“n'ﬂ ﬂ m tl.‘“ﬁ'l'" h-E

ady's

Except o for the unmis-
Lakable m
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WWII vets deny they're heroes,
but their stories say otherwise

onday 1S Veterans

Day, not that most

citizens will bother
themselves about it

After all, military veterans
are just a bunch of old guys
with flags trving to stay in
step at the front of the parade
Right?

Maybe you should meet a
dozen lowans who can tell
you about places like Pearl
Harbor, Bastogne, Tarawa,
(Guadalcanal and Normandy,
some remarkable people who
spent their late teens and 20s
dealing with frozen [eet,
prison, starvation, shrapnel
and that awful smell of death

Bruce Longstreet and Dean
Lettington, Harold “Curly’
Norris and Robert Reiber,
William Underhill and Gene
Fleener, Bud Gormally and
Bob Houser, James Bowman
and Joe Viola, Ruth Smith
Miller and Ray Schleihs were
all there. And, until the past
couple of years, they haven't
had much to say about their
time in World War 11

Jane Cox, an lowa OState
University theater professor,
talked them into telling their
stories for a book she was
putting together — but they

made sure she understood
something.

eran told Cox as she sat down
at kitchen tables and in living
rooms

recorder.

their words,” Cox said. “Some
had
experiences with anybody
before, even with members
of their families.”

the-machine-gun,
the-grenade
Mostly, it's about ducking
bombs and bullets, doing a job
and somehow surviving.

months, and Longstreet, an

infantryman who lost 100
pounds in a German prison
camp after being captured
during the Battle of the Bulge.

Houser, who ended up
heading the Principal Finan-

J{_il-i_\'(}-\m,sm‘s
| O W A

and

cial Group in Des Moines,
was a navigator onaB-17 and
talks about his planes shot up
on fire,
bomber was crippled by flak

Underhill's

and made a belly landing in

Poland.
through Ukraine, Iran, Egypt
and Libya before making it to
[taly.

Miller, |
from rural Clemons, told Cox
about working in a bombed-
out school, where gasoline
was burned for warmth and
helmets
latrines.

Longstreet, a New Sharon
native, remembers a German
interrogator
graduate of what was then
called lowa State College in
Ames.

“He knew more about Des
Moines and the state of lowa
than I did,” Longstreet said.

“I never saw a bar of soap,

See CARLSON, Page 7B

“I'm not a hero,” each vet-

with her tape

“These are their stories, In
discussed

never their

There 1sn't much charge-

Jump-on-
stuff here.

There's Fleener, a Grinnell

Marine held as a prisoner of
war by the Japanese for 44

Y = i ml
Hegister DM

The crew went

an Army nurse

became personal

who was a

=16 200 Q

lowa author says ves,
WWII vets are heroes

CARLSON, from Page 1B

a toothbrush, toothpaste. | never
saw a piece of toilet paper,” Long-
street said of his time in the prison
camp. “I never saw a blanket. |
never saw any straw to sleep on.”

There’s Norris, who left Indi-
anola at age 18 and helped hold off
the Germans at Bastogne as a
yaratrooper with the outgunned
101st Airborne

“We had been told to hold, and
that’s what we had to do,” said
Norris. “We woke up the next
morning and were surrounded by
two Panzers, a couple of SS divi
sions and I don't know what all
The Germans were making their
big push. We were in there, and
there was no way out. We just had
to hold. Surrender? Not a
paratrooper!”

To a person, they're modest and
proud of their service. They're
telling their stories because they
want young Americans to under-
stand what happened 60 years ago.

“l never knew anybody in World

War Il who questioned why we
were there,” Longstreet said. “It
was just our duty. We respected
authority. We respected family,
government — so many things
differently than we do now., . . .

‘It kind of sounds self-serving,
and I don’t mean it that way, but I
think there are about three gener-
ations here who have no idea of the
price that was paid for the things
they accept as just commonplace
today — the freedom that we all
share,” :

The book goes on sale Monday.
['he title? Well, Cox doesn't en-
tirely buy the “I'm not a hero”
thing. Her book is called “Heroes
Among Us." '

Most of the velerans featured §
will be at Borders Books Music &
Cafe at 4100 University Ave. In
West Des Moines from 4 to 6 p.m. |
Monday — Veterans Day. |

They'll be happy to sign a book |
and shake your hand |

John Carison can be reached

al (515) 284-8204
or jcarison@dmreg.com




Then Keep Going North and You Come to Tokyo
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‘We Shall Win, or We Shall Die

-

When Tokyo is visited f¢

counting, the Cavite navy yard will be

- one item on the ledger. Jap bombs did

( -CI"-:*GI DECrr' 12 this to Cavite, America’s only naval base

18 . in the Orient bevord Pearl Harbor, eight
mile¢ Srtle , 111 Liie \ o » E15

pinls b Uf, Mdul;ﬂ.t T]_Hs was one of the best harbors iz all the Philip

unds' - mntfunu y AMONL.__ i1 an things daadinr deks, naval radio station

an arsenal.
B ——— o




WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE JAPS ROARED OVER MANILA BAY

U. S. GIVES THIS U#F

This closeup aerial view shows part of the great American naval base at Cavite, near Manila,
which was evacuated in the face of the Japanese advance in the Philippines. Large building in center
- and slightly to the left is a hospital —WIREPHUTO ).
This is one of the first pictores 1o arrvive in United States sinee the start of the war with dapan | the Philippines, released the names of more than 1,500 persons, mostly Americans, interned in Manlla
tr show damage by Jap raiders on the navy vards at Cavite at Manila bay on Luzon in the Philip- by the Japs. Sayre said e had little information besides the names and that no addresses were given.
pmes,  Barges are uhfh\m burning, the hlack smoke darkening the sky for miles after the attack which Picture, by United States Army Signal Corps, reached this country via Australin.—~WIREPHOTO

osuered when the viar was only three days old.  Monday, Franeis B, Sayre, high commissioner to | (1. ANOTHER PICTURE WILL BE FOUND ON PAGE 4. ~_
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Ja%s Finally Ca@ture Corregidor, Rock-Bound Gibraltar of the Philippines

Ll

The island of Corregidor, rock-hewn citadel at the entrance to Manila

bay and last United States foothold in northern Philippines, Tuesday
night was captured by Japanese landing parties. This is a general

toward the city of Manhla. Within its caverns, some 7,000 American and
Filipino troops had held out against terrific pounding by Japanese

planes and guns. Nowi these valiant defenders are believed to be pris-
view of the island, its tadpole-like tail stretching out in the distance | onersafter battling the 1 vaders among the rocks and along the beaches.
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The attack on Corregidor began Tuesday midnight (Manila time), the Japanese ap-
parently surging across the two miles of water that separates the island from Bataan.
Map shows the three other American forts, guarding entrance to Manila bay, Black
arrow shows how the Japanese took Bataan. Inset is closeup of Corregidor.




By Horace Sutton

CORREGIDOR, The Philp
pines The opening of both
I ity S

: 8 i h S
AN n M 1 ¢
o
i | LI 1 & W
R year is certain
% to make the
‘ Ca I[r]t.'| i 3
{ e major tourist
Gl g center along
with Hon f:,
Q&', Kong. Tokvo,
;{"ff., and Bangkok.
Sutton One of the
most ¢ompel-
ling sights is sure to be the

island of which.
with
mnto

with

Corregidor

Bataan. has been etched

American history along

Bunker Hill, Bull Run,

and Belleau Wood. It drew its
bapltism of fire on Dec. 29, just
25 years ago

The greal loop of Manila bay
1s guarded ts mouth by the
island of Cori . four miles
long and shaped like a tadpole
Bataan is a long arm, a pel
insula that comes down ;
most o meet Corregido s
inner coast fends off the China
564

Just 25 years ago a large

force of IPING
{roops

wooded

American and Fil

were dug in along Lhe
Bataan ‘peninsula
where they succeeded, al least
for a time, in holding down
General Homma, the Tiger of
Malayva who had conquered
Singapore. Bataan fell on April
9. 1942 but the fortress of Cor-

Still pointing toward the
gea at Battery Hearn on

Corregidor, The

Philip.

pines, 158 the long barrel of

a 12-inch naval gun pitted

with 8¢ from flying

aTl B
bomb fragments. The guns
which made Corregidor
pregnable from the sea, left
the island vulnerable to air
attack, Topside barracks at
Corregidor were destroyed
in the initial attack by Jap-
anese forces early in World
War II. The

Ires

i1

decaying for-
B, A mMajor tourist attrac-
hydrofoil
Manila.

tion, 18 jJust a

ride away from

Corregidor, Bataan

regidor, bristling with coastal
guns and the headquarters of
General MacArthur and t
Phil e government until
baoth were order d out. held ou
r another 27 davs
L] L] e
Even before the Spaniard

.'1. .,I
111
adiv g

time,

Corregidor
lanila’s rock. In Spanish
ame a fortress

In the Battle of Manila ba:
the United States got Corregl
dor along with the rest of the
Philippines, and during the
early 1900s it proceeded to forti
fy it and establish it as a mili-
tary post. It was unfortunate
of laler s, that
the fortifications we ted
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to ward off a sea attack. The
planners didn’'t count on an al
tack from nearbv Bataan and
they surely didn't see the
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emergent roile

the airplane.

aved by

be pi
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Millions of dollars were
noured into the defense of Col
regidor and the remunants of
the enormous barracks and the
ElAaDorat in 2m] ] n
ATk d [d | 4:.._,_:1'.:r QI 0l
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possibilities of an a 110
the air, the diplomat
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U.S. Fighting Sh
Losses Total 58

NEW YORK, N. Y. (#)—The United States has lost 58
fighting ships during the present war, review of official
ship-loss announcements discloses.

Of this total, only one, the 1.190-ton destrover Reuben James.

was lost before Pearl Harbor, The James was torpedoed west of
Iceland on Oct, 30, 19%1, with the loss of 101 lives

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and subsequent enemy
action In the Pacific and Atlantic resulted in the announced loss
of 58 naval vessels whose known tonnage totalled 207,345 tons.

The house naval committee disclosed recently that the United
states had 1,008,245 tons of fighting ships built since 1834 in service, |
with 2,646,606 tons more under construction as part of the nation's|
expanding two-ocean

The following tabulation 5 Lhe announced United States naval
losses (figures In parentheses = the number of ships for}
which the known tonn \E€ 18 listed):

Class and Name Number Tonnage
Battleships: Arizona .... Forn s e & 32,600 (1)
Alreraft carriers: Lexington, Yorktown ........ses 52900 (2)
Cruisers: Houston, unidentified . A o P, 090 (1)
Destrovers: Reuben James unidentifiec

Downes, 'Peary, Jacob Jones, ‘Pope

all, ‘Pillsbury, Sturtevant, Sims, Hammann,
Jarvis

=
.

ubmarines
Target ship: A : A AN T T R R U Y S
Minesweepers: Penguin, Bittern, '¥ineh, /Pigeon, Quail
Tanager

Coast puard cutters
Airceraft tenders: "‘Eangleyy . .. S e T :
Gunboats: Asheville, Mindanap, Wake, Ozahu, Luzon
Torpedo boats: Unidentified "PE88' QI, QIII QIV, QV
Submarine tenders: IGRBODUN . ... ivscvirrarnns e .
Napa, Gannet LaE : 1,685 (2
Cvthera, YP-38D ...vcvvcecacasaneen 00 (1)

345 (49) |




MANILA BAY’S ‘GIBRALTAR’
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the outside entrance to Manila

| |

Shortly hefore the war department
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MacArthur himself and part ol his forees have crossed Manlla hayv., more than 20 miles from the city props




Part 2: View

from the camps

Prison camps left .

memories of hunger, cold
y and suffering for the g
v loroans captured by the

enemy. The experience

 also leftlifelong scars. |

-

Remembrance of

How the experience changed the lives of Towans.

f War
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MARK MARTURELLO THE REGISTER

44 months of hell as POW

What was it like to spend nearly
four years in a Japanese prison camp?
Gene Fleener hears that question all the
time. It was so miserable that he can
barely answer. He kepl his sanity by
remembering his grandfather’s lowa farm

By MIKE KILEN

1 STAFE WIHTER

R

els 79and lives alone in a trailer on the
east side of Des Moines

Photographs of a young Gene
Fleener in uniform hang on the walls of the
tight hallway leading to his bedroom

Here's a picture of him not too long after
he got out of the Japanese prisoner of war
camp mn 1945. His umform swallows his
skinny body

In the bedroom, he has piled the bed with
memories, mostly pictures, old soldier
reunion newsletters and official documents,

He picks up three items.

The first is a toothbrush, the bristles worn
down to the plastic. He used it in POW
camp

Then the worn tin cup he drank from.

Finally a piece of wood shaped like a foot,
a thin leather strap fastened to the side with
a bent-over nail. It is the wooden sandal he
made and wore in camp

He talks about it all without much wonder
or enthusiasm, as if going through the
required motions, even as his trembling
hand holds items he used 56 years ago, as a
young man, when all he could do to survive
was play mental tricks, idealizing his
grandfather’s lowa farm

For 56 years people have asked him how
he survived. Imagine responding to that.

He did survive. Forty-four months of hell.

“It's like winning the lottery,” Fleener
says of his survival. “You think it would be
all good. But you don't come away feeling
good.”

®

People want to know what it was like to
spend almost four years in a POW camp.
They always have.

They want to hear the details, not just the
war stories about “me and the boys on
leave,” the gun calibers and fighter plane
models, the military tactics and textbook
strategy

They want to find out how a man can
survive with a bayonet in his face every
day, with little to eat, wondering on what
day he will die |

When the Japanese boarded the Ameri-
can prisoners on the ship to take them to
camp, they were given a list of 12 rules.

Prohibitions included talking in loud
voices and using more than two blankets.

Punishment was immediate death

The rules document provided this orim
consolation: “Navy of the Cireat -!éiilrl!"li.*?‘;lf

}‘-"’*!HI'I!E* will not try to punish you all with
death

1hen
soldiers

It gets fuzzy at times, remembering all
ﬂ'll."-'n. Fleener says, especially when his mil-
iary careel }H‘.L‘,}!H with such l*I]IhUx];L"-;”]

Becoming a soldier seemed the thing to

they promptly beheaded five

SR .
DAVID PETERSONREGISTER PHOTI

Medal for bravery: Gene Fleener holds his Asiatic Pacific Campaign medal. He spent 44 months in a Japanese POW camp.
Fleener wants to be remembered for the heroic effort by the Marines to defend Wake Island before his 1941 capture.

TRUTH:

The stories of
lowa heroes
will D@ t0ld in
an lowa State
production

POW IN
GERMANY:
An lowar
captured
the Germans
ate dogs angd
grass

Page BE

do, coming from the tiny town of Newburg.
near Grinnell, where the only thing he
wanted was to get away. He even changed
his birth certificate to join the Marines 4
age 17 because they had nice uniforms. Tha
was 1940,

Eighteen months later he was manning ;
large gun and shooting at Japanese diye
bombers coming at him on tiny Wake

See WAR, Page 6E

About this series

When does war hit home?

In modern America, it happened on Dec. 7,
1941, and Sept. 11, 2001.

The balance of global conflicts in the last 100
vears were fought on the soil of other nations.
" Thousands of Towans witnessed those conflicts:
World War 1. World War II, the wars in Korea,
Vietnam and the Persian Gulf. .

They fought, they served on the sidelines, they
watched the enemy invade their country, they

fled the oppressors.

Many of those witnesses walk past us every day

on the sidewalks, silently sheltering their past.

No single experience can capture the love and
hate. confusion and heartbreak of war.

But in the aftermath of Sept. 11, a few lowans
dug into their memories and their scrapbooks to
share their stories with us.

The series ends on the 60th anniversary of the
bombing of Pearl Harbor.

SUNDAY
War from the Other Side
How Dieter Konitzer fled the
advancing Russians in the final days
of World War Il.

TODAY
View from the Camps
Gene Fleener spent 44 harrowing
months in a Japanese POW camp.

TUESDAY
Letters from Home
Husbands al the front and their
wives keep love alive during three
Wars.

WEDNESDAY
You Can’t Kill Memories
At the lowa Veterans Home in
Marshalitown, old soldiers come to
terms with their histories.

THURSDAY
Guns, Bombs, Starvation and Murder
lowa's refugees spenl years ducking
bullets and grenades to survive.

FRIDAY
Witness to Attack
Bud Wise saw bombers attack Pear!
Harbor, and John Clayburg watched
the World Trade Center collapse.



By Sue McMillin
GT StalH Wrier

At first glance, the flag Otto
Schwarz was unfolding in the
hotel lobby looked like any other
American flag

But with a gleam in his eyes
and a voice thick with emotion
he explained why the [finely
stitched flag with 48 stars was
not just another flag

The slightly irregular stars
were hand-cut and sewn to the
blue background by American
soldiers who had been held pris-
oner during World War 11 by the

Japanese
One of those prisoners was
Schwarz, and on Tuesday he

held the flag he had not seen for
nearly 37 years, a flag used to
save the lives of the victims of
another war

[ 4

Folds of POW flag hold
memories of grim years

B Veterans Administration
chief criticizes press coverage
of VA. Page B1.

Schwarz, imprisoned for 44
months, is in Colorado Springs
attending the 35th annual con-
vention of American Ex-POWSs

““When the war ended we were
in Indochina, and we had this
American flag which we made
by hand,” he said. “We flew it
over our camp and used it to
rescue people and bring them
into the safety of the camp. The
Vietnamese wouldn’t touch them
while under the protection of the
American flag."”

The rescue of civilian Viet-
namese by the newly freed
POWSs took place in 1945, before
the POWs were flown back to the

See POW, Page A2

DAVE TURNER Gazetta Telograph

48 STARS: Doris
Smith, wife of a
late ex-prisoner of
war, presents a
flag made by
POWSs held by the
Japanese during
World War |l to
Otto Schwarz
Tuesday at the
35th annual
convention of
American Ex-
POWSs in Colorado
Springs.

s POW flag tells tale of war years

From Page A1

United States. At that time, the
Vietnamese were fighting the
French.

Shortly before the war ended,

Schwarz escaped from the Saigon
camp and lived with the French until
he was captured by the Vielnamese

“l1 finally convinced them that I
was an American and they took me
back to the camp,”” he said. '] guess
I was actually held prisoner by
Vietnam, too. I never thought about
that before.”

When the POWs were repatriated,
the flag went home in its handmade
carrying case with Jack Smith, the
senior petty officer among the
POWSs.

But Schwarz, who lives in New
Jersey, said he wasn’t sure until
recently that the flag had left Viet-
nam.

Smith died about 10 years ago and
his widow, Doris Smith, kept the flag
safely tucked away In her Long
Beach, Calif., home

1 knew someday | would have to
give it away,”’ she said "“But I

waited until they were better or
ganized so that it would be well
taken care of."”

After he learned that the flag still
existed, Schwarz said he had written
to Mrs. Smith and “encouraged her
to give it to a museum’ in Houston
that held artifacts from the cruiser
USS Houston

But he did not know she
and give it to him. She also brought
some personal notes that Smith kept

during his internment
‘1 am surprised. This is a
emotional moment for me,"" he said
I'm going to sleep on it (the flag)

Ve

He said he planned to take the flag
and notes within the next two weeks
to the museum at the University of
The museum is called the
Brown Cruiser Houston

Houston
George R
Memeorial Room.

Brown 15 a4 Houston resident who

financed the room. Schwarz said

Among the notes was a work log
kept by Smith from the time the
the

Japanese surrendered until
POWs left the camp

wds
planning to bring it to the convention

There was also a handmade pouch
with notes on scraps of paper

The POWs were on the USS Hous-
ton when it was sunk, and the 350
who survived were taken prisoner
They were imprisoned in Java and

Singapore and were among the
POWs who built the ‘‘death rail-
road'" from Burma to Thailand
Although Schwarz did not help
build the famed bridge over the
River Kwai, he traveled over it on
the way to Indochina. “‘Bridge Over
the River Kwai," a film about the

POWs who built the bridge and its
bombing during the war, was re-
leased in 1957

It didn't look anything like the
bridge William Holden was at,”" he:
saidd later Tuesday while showing
slides of the railroad

The POWSs built in 14 months a
railroad that British engineers had
estimated would take between five
and seven years to construct, he
said

About 100,000 people — POWs and
those recruited by the Japanese lo
work on the project died during
construction




HEROIC STAND ON BATAAN
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When Philippines’
Fate Was Sealed
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Roaring Hell
Simultaneously other bombers |
and fighters dived
planes al Ibna
They left a roaring hell
of flames at both air-
dromes, Some of our
planes were saved, but
the main strength of our
air force was gone.
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On the same day the Jajp-
anese forces landed at Aparri
and selzed a lnrge landing field
which had been provious)s
prepared by their agents. It
was disguised ax a Hoeljeld

T 1

planes woer nreral . fy 1 ih

On Dec, 10, aboul noon, the
lapanesa attncked Cavite with
devasialing sucioess

I'|1'h.'||"|-"|' Ant=-fircratl or pu il
interierence thelr bombers cri
crosged the navael baun o pvaral

OOUTH.

plant, the second & fire stal
Damage WwWis widespread,
casualties were heavy and the
Aslatie fleet thus lost It sole
effeclive opeErnting bass In thi
Philipplnes
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Arthur's army WarE £rasn A -
testnd
American oificers did their
hest 1o fight the dapaness on
the beaches, but the enemy's |
alr control and sverwhelming
numbers quickly overcame the
apposition.
l..'!L'hLI'lj'_: efleclive nir Ot sen '-»'.||1-|
port, MacArthur was farced to fall
back on the stralegy of a wilh-
drawal into Bataan, which 'had]|

been prepared years proeviously

Were 1o Hold

The force was to hold until re-
inforcaments arrived, estimated to
take 60 days

Unfortunately the develop-
ment of the Japaness alr pow-
er and blows te Pearl Harbor
mads the dispateh of rein-
forcements Impossible,

It Is estimated that the defend-
ers never excecded T0.000 troops
intluding &t tha moat K000
Americans. which comprised the
S1st Infantry. alr corps men,
eallore and marines, anti-airoraft
regiments, supply troops, engineers
and the medical corps and nurses,

Theae defenders of Balaan el
that help could have been ment,
and that American forcéa could
have fought their way through to
relleve the peninsula.

When It did not come dny
aller day, some officers began
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Olongapo naval station. Corregidor and the adjoining fortresses, field, 30 miles away, for attacks on Corregidor and other forts,
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| Samuel B. Moody was trembling with ex-
Y | citement as he recalled 53 hours of pure hell
':;;‘ when he was forced to stand at rigid a_tientic_m
<  for more than 2 agonizing days and nights in
. | @ Japanese prisoner of war camp in 1945,

t “My lips cracked and bled,”" he said. "I
d. | couldn’t keep my eyes open. My ankles swelled
n. and burned. It was maddening. But I had

' made up my mind not to fall.”

Ex-POW Tells What

“My head was pounding with the heat.
face. My arms felt
the seconds

LE

Attention for 53 Hours

until it ended — but I refused to give up.” |

One by one, three Americans who were |

r ®
It’s Like to Stand at
undergoing the same torturous punish-
ment with Moody collapsed — and were
|dragged away. But summoning every last
ounce of his courage, Moody remained stand-
'ing. “‘I wanted to beat my captors at their own _
game,” he told The ENQUIRER as he remem-
bered his grueling experience.

Moody, 54, was recently notified at his
[Clearwater, Fla., home that his heroic de-
| fiance was a world record. He had *'stood at
attention longer than anybody in history,”
said a spokesman for the “Guinness Book of
| World Records.”
| I had nothing but hate for the guards,”
Moody recalled. “'I decided I would aggravate them
|by standing for however long they wanted me to."
The ex-Army sergeant had been a prisoner in

Ty

Narumi, Japan, about 10 months
when his ordeal took place. The camp
held about 200 Amecerican and 400
British prisoners — all captured on
Bataan and Corregidor.

Moody — his weight shrunken from
160 pounds to 9% — and three bud-
dies, Mickey Owens, a civilian, and
Navy chiefs Ronnie White and ""Red"
Wagner, were caught stealing food
while working in a Japanese factory,

“We barely got enough food,"”
Moody said. “‘As punishment, the
camp commander ordered us to
stand at attention near the guard-
house."’

guards on chairs faced us," Moody
said. “When we moved, they'd hit

change shifts and we'd get a chance
to wiggle oar fingers or shake our
legs. Ronnie White collapsed that first

FREED: Sgt. Samu
POW camp after war ended.

The torturous stint began about 4
p-m. under a broiling sun. “Four '

helped me awayv.”
l it 2 JoHN M. wesB |

~NE - "I!." i o) 'f:_r" .:-'
el Moody

outside the

night. A guard walked over and kick-
ed him.

“Ronnie screamed, and was carried
away unconscious,

“I thought the guards would give
in when morning came. But three
of us were still there that afternoon,

“Mickey Owens collapsed the sec-
ond night, breaking his arm as he
fell. They took him away. Two of
us were still standing the next morn-
ing.

“But when the sun reached its
hottest, Chief Wagner collapsed and
was dragged to the barracks.

“The minutes crawled by. 1 day-
dreamed and even cracked jokes to
myself. Finally, about 9 o'clock the

third night, 53 hours after it start-|d

ed, the guards told me that 1 could
go. But I was so numb that I couldn’t
even move.

"1 felt like 1 was going to cry or

into the arms of four Americans who

us with sticks. Every 2 hours they'd| pass out. Instead, I just cullnpsedl“—‘i
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P.O.W. Memorial

Miss Mary Grayson sings "My 13 al
at a placque dedication

in the memory of the American
killed on
Palawan Island during WW |
The dedication was held on May

Buddy

Prisoners of War

Palawan P.O.W.

{Conlinued From Page 1)

19458, they attended
the War Crimes tnials
in Japan as witnesses
against the Japanese
gpuards who were
caught
these guards were con-
demned to death; one
wias given a life
senlence In prison.
I'he ceremony in the
chapel was briel. Ex-
P.OW. Ben Guylon,

[hirty-two of

National

an Arullery Battery
Commander on
Corregidor, spoke
over the American
Flag made by
prisoners Ifrom a
parachute which
dropped into their
prison compound
carrying supplies, A
young licutenant, who
earned the ttle of the
“Fox-hole Chaplain™
on Baltaan by serving
the spiritual needs of
Lhe prisoners al
various island P.O.W

CAmps wWads

Jelferson
Cemetery
shown in the photo was made by
prisoners from a parachute
which dropped Into the prison
compound with supplies

the

Barracks
The flag

Kevnote speaker. Miss
Mary Grayson sang
the song “My Buddy™

I'he gathering then
proceeded to the
gravesite of the 123
Palawan massacre vic-
tims. Due to inclement
weather, the gravesite
service was, also brief

\s gusty winds
whipped® the fags of
the United States Air
Forces Color Guard, a
bugler sounded taps.
Over 150 persons
stood in the rain to
piay homage to their
lost ..L"THLI-Lil."\

Aller the gravesile
SErvice membpers
crowded around the
huge lablet-like
gravestone bearing the
nameés of the 123 vic-
lims poeinting 1o

mes ol men they

nce: knew




| an

<
/

/L

DAVE TURNER Gazette Telegraph

UNFLAGGING MEMORY: Dorothy Dennig places a small
flag Thursday on a wreath in memory of those who fought
and died with her husband.

Ex-POWSs
eulogize
comrades

By Dlane Wengler
GT Staff Writer

They walked down the center
aisle — smiling, tanned and re-
laxed as any tourist group visit-
ing the Air Force Academy
Chapel.

But as their four days together
were drawing to a close, the
composure dissolved to tears.

Their faces were shadowed
with the horrors they shared
decades ago as U.S. prisoners of
war in often brutal conditions.

The men and women were
attending a memorial service for
‘“those that died, those who were
incarcerated, and those who
came back™ during the con-
clusion Thursday morning of the
35th annual convention of Ameri-
can Ex-Prisoners of War,

As as about 200 from their
ranks placed flags on the altar
for their comrades who didn't
make it home, they cried.

“I dedicate this flag to my
crew, who didn't come back,"”
said one man, his voice crack-
ing.

““This is for my crewmates
who were shot down Sept. 14,
1942, over Africa,” another man
said. 'l was the only survivor."

“This is for the chaplain al
Stalag 13, who helped us keep

See EX-POWs, Page A4

m Ex-POWs remember those left behind

Fpom Page Al
our sanity,' said a third.

After a Scripture reading and
a rousing version of ‘‘America,”
Col. Robert S. Delligatti,
academy chiel of staff, told the
group, “‘In 23 years of service,
this is my most humbling mo-
ment.”’

, Delligatti thanked them for

“participating in the search that
has made us free,”” and told
them of a priest who lost his
| hands when the Germans mined
ammunition dump during
World War 11

“The surgeons were asking
themselves, 'How can we tell
him he has lost his hands? He's
a priest,' ' Delligatti said.
“Then he awakened and said,
‘You didn't take my hands, I
gave them in the service of my
country.”" "

John Romine, national

chaplain for the former POWS,
said he thought it was ap-
propriate ‘“‘for those of us who
have seen the corners of hell” to
be attending a service in the
beautiful chapel.

Romine asked the POWs to
stand up and call out where they
had fought.

North Africa, Guam, Cor-
regidor, England, Burma and
Germany were some of the
places shouted out by men, who
often named their units.

“We did cover the world, and
we did leave some of our com-
rades there,” Romine said.

Romine said he bhad often
asked himself why God would let
so many suffer and die. But he
said he concluded, ‘“We fulfilled
our purpose and touched lives
that will never be the same.”

In a moment of prayer,
Romine said he heard

“thousands of voices calling
from the grave. They said,
‘Thank God, you didn't die." ™

Many of the POWs wore
sweatshirts or vests em-
broidered with the names of
their special fraternaties, includ-
ing ‘‘Stalag 17"' and ‘‘Stalag Luft
b

Before the ceremony, Romine
said the POW group provides
support for many still suffering
from the horrors of imprison-
ment

““There's the comradeship we
have here,” he said. ““When we
first came out of the camps,
everything looked so greal we
wanted to forget everything back
there.

“But as we get older, the
hunger, the disease and the lone-
liness all comes back again,”
Romine said. “While we were
young, we did OK, but when we
get older . . . so it's therapy."




WE SHALL
NOT FORGET

by Tony Fusco
Alias Set. Anthony

“It’s strange'’, comment=
ed Henry Rosenbloom, “1've
been to this cemetery many
times but I've never really
seen it until today. The cem=
etery is absolutely beautiful,
peaceful, and quiet, 1 am
awed by the enormity and
serenity of this cemetery,
not just its 309 acres and
65,000 interments, but by
the lessons of history one can
learn by walking through its
narrow lanes, American his=
tory is there, and there'',
said the old warrior, as he
pointed to headstones reveal-
ing a portion of passed life
engraved on its face.

Henry Rosenbloom,
V.F.W, Director=-Chairman
of the 1978 Memorial Day
Program at Jefferson Bar-
racks National Cemetery,
stood looking down at the
huge tablet-like grave mark-
er covered with the names of
123 men etched deep into its
granite face. The men were
American Prisoners of War
executed by Japanese sold-
iers on Palawan Island, Phil -

ippines, during World War
I. The massive 35 x 40 foot
tomb is one of the largest
group burials of its kind in
the United States,

As Henry Hosenbloom
stood motionless before the
tomb, his memory trans-
ported him back 34 years
to the Philippines during
1944, where he, as a young
man serving with the 5th
US, Army Air Corps had
participated with the Philip-
pine liberation,

Rosenbloom is alife mem=
ber of the Velerans of For-
elgn Wars, He was selected
by the Inter=Veterans Mem=
orial Day Service Commit-
tee to direct the huge mems=
orial program at the Na-
tional Cemetery, The come-
mittee is composed of 14
veteran and patriotic groups
in the preater 5t. Louis area
who band together with sin=
gle purpose of mind, to con-
duct a "beflitting service of
respect’” to their comrade-
in-arms interred beneath the
hallowed ground atJefferson
Barracks National Ceme-
tery., The commmittee, form=
ed 23 years ago, states sims=
ply their motto, “We shall
not forget''. The program
consumes a year’'s planning
to arrange. Last year, the

LEST WE FORGET: This old photograph of a 1904 grave when 33 bodies were
transferred from Fort Bellefontaine vividly reminds us that 152 years of history
are buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery - men from the Revolution=
ary War, the Spanish-American War, the Civil War. Men and women who served
their country in every branch of the service are buried there. On Memorial
Day, Monday, May 29th, a Memorial Service will be held at 10 am. at the ceme-
tery. The service is opan to the publie.

American Legion held the
honors,

According to the Inter-
Veteran's Director, a por-
tion of the cemetery was
originally part of the old
Jefferson Barracks Army
Post, established in 1826.
The post graveyard, now the
National Cemetery, was ex-
panded by Executive Order
in 1863, and the site was
s¢lected by General Henry
W. Halleck during the Civil
War. U5, Cemeteries were
conceived because of neces-
sity caused by the war, Even
the instructions for the Mem-
orial Day Services origin=
ates from the war,

Ex=Union Gen. John A,
Logan, serving as Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Grand
Army of the Republic
(G.A.R.),a civil war veter=-
ans organization, issued
special orders designating
May 30th to be set aside far
the purpose of payving hom-
age to those who fell in
battle, Since that conflict
over 100 years ago and var-
ious legislation enactments,
all honorable discharged vet-
erans from all wars are now
permitted interrment there.

These epitaphs tell of 152
years of hislory, related Di=-
rector HRosenbloom, as he

continued his stroll through

the long even rows of white
headstones stretching as far
as the eye can see,

Rosenbloom caught an ob=
ject of keen interest and he
Stopped before a large spe-
cially designed tombstone.
He read, '"B-25 bomber,
417th Bomber Group, 673rd
Squadron, 5th U,S, Army Air
Corps, lost in the jungles of
New Guinea Island, May 22,
1944."" The names of the ten
crewmen are also listed on
the face of the stone,. ““This
aircraft was discovered by
an oil exploration company
26 years after being report-
ed ‘missing and presumed
lost' "', stated the Director,
“‘and interred herein1971."
““They were in the jungle
all those years waiting to
come home."'

“Over in that direction
are the grave sites of over
1000 Confederate soldiers
who died during the Civil
War. And over there, men
of the Revolutionary War,
the Spanish American War
and World War One. Every
war, every branch of serv-
ice, and the three thousand
‘Unknown Soldiers’

“For many people, Jef=-
ferson Barracks is out of
sight and out of mind. Sort
of off the beaten path, you
might say. The people a-

round 5t. Louis have no idea
the treasure they possess,
right at their doorstep,’ The
thousands interred at Jef-
ferson Barracks, and the
thousands buried in the other
two 1S, Cemeteries in Mis=
souri, and all the hundreds
of thousands interred in 117
National Cemeteries
throughout the United States
will be remembered on Mem-
orial Day.

“The Inter-Veterans
Committee now has their
own distinguished Flag, sym-
bolic of our association with
this cemetery'’, said Direc=
tor Rosembloom, "““When the
stage is sel, colorful flags
of the 50 states of the Union
will represent their native
sons interred here, A tribute
to the 3000 Unknown Service=
men here will be symboliz-
ed by a flag draped casket.

“It is a most profound
and moving service, People
from all across the country
make special plans to at-
tend the service.

“Over 5000 persons will
attend the Memorail Day
Service in the morning but
by closing time 25 to 30
thousand persons will have
visited this very special
place."

L




40 Years Aﬂer V-J Day, 2 ExPOWs Decorated

By Eric Adler

World-Heradd Stalf Willer

About 11,600 U.S.and Filipino
v surrendered May 6, 1942
-.;1_1'\I.'-1_""‘.‘ lorces on the Phil

. sland fortress of (

World War 1l veterans Edward Hoff
mann, 63, of Omaha and Frank DeVivo
1l Bluffs were among the
captured men, They became prisoners
of war for three vears -
ersary of
lapan surrendered to
the two men were decorated {or
Lheir service

They were awarded the Hronze Star
Wednesday night by Strategic Air Com
mand Col, Carl Eppig at the Disabled
A\merican Veterans Lodge, 4515 F St

.1_-'-“5_1_.:}, 4T

6. of 'Count

On the 4th
when

fori 25,

anniy

V-1 I'..'.,

Adled

AU’ 41 years late, but | suppose it's
still Kind of an honor."” said DeVivo,
238 Avenue B
: ad 1 pot | sdld Hofimann,

LT i

5. 36th Ave. “'I'm sort of thrille

roud of it

» Bronze Star
lorious or NREToic
war. A recenl law aliows Bataan
Corregidor veterans to
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military service in
: and
receive it
Vivo applied
for the medal about eight months ago
they said

Holfmann, a fr
'mber watching Lt
Wainwright rai
flag of surrender that May 6 night, 28
days after the Japanese captured the
Bataan Peninsula and ook (W)
American prisoners

rmer corporal, said he
“AN Teme Gen, Jon

e the white

athan M

about X7

Then came the Infamous “death
march™ to the prison camp of Bilibid,
Hoffmann said

“It was hell. They beat us up along
the way, they didn't feed us much to eat
and they threatened to kill us,” he sad

DeVivo, a former private, remem
bers staying more than a month at Bili-

d and being
| Cabanatuan
They hroueht
who rd‘flr"f dlread H' ti'*"“...“
lost atx 11.l'|1'r.‘ﬂ1dda. =

P ,1| -'.J"'”"I IJ r“j | drw'!r\l.\_h
all the pnisoners there

he said. "We

&Vivo suffered a wound at Cabana-
tian that brought him the Purple Heart
madal. He sald he was stabbed in the
groin with a bayonette after refusing to
salute a Japanese soldier

Holfmann sald he. too, was at Caba
natuan and was later taken to a prison
camp in Palawan. He said he left there
|ust before the Allied forces retumed to
the Philippines and before the Japanese
slaughtered 300 Palawan prisoners,

Hoffmann sald he was taken to two
more Philippine prison camps and then
to Tokyo, where he was used as a rail-
road worker

DeVivo sald that after leaving Caba-
natuan, he was taken to another camp
in October 1943 for one year and then to
Japan, where he worked in copper

U.B. Al Force phato by Amn. Jeson Petrille

mines for eight months
The men said they weighed |ess than
100 pﬂmds when they were (reed

Freedom came aflter the second
atomic bomb was dropped on Napgasaki
and V-J Day was declared

Both men said they have no regrets
that the United States used the atomic
‘bombs as a means to end the war

“1 know it's an evil thing to have,”
DeVivo said, “but without the atomic
bomb. 1 never would have made it

home."

POW medal

. Gen. John L. Borling,
Hg. sa?mmm

memnMaVivo. a WW Il US.
Army veteran. Mr. DeVivo, a

member of the 59th Coast Ar-
tillery Unit on Corregidor
when the island fell to the
Japanese, was a POW from
May 6, 1942 until Sept. 13,

1945, General Borlin was the
guest speaker for the Veter-
an's Day ceremony at the Dis-
abled Veterans of America
Headquarters Nov. 11.
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Frank DeVivo, who endured three and a hall years in a Japanese prison c amp

15 shown here with the Bronze Star he was awarded Wednesday night in
recognition for meritorious seérvice in the Fhilippines Nonpareil photo by |
Steve Glowack!

Ex-POW: Difficult |
to be *;e;}*nq_mtht'lit'
toward Japanese

By TOM PETERSEN
Nonpareil Statf Wriler As ceremonies mark the end of World
War 11, local residents remember §
V-J Dav has special relevance e what It was llke when the announce
Frank DeVivo The dav the J ment came there would be no more
stopped (ighting wis fi 1 killing. See Page S5A
three and a4 hall Wl
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DeVivo and hi
lighting 1 Cor
Jonathan Wainw
island 1o the Japaness
AS 4 prisoner. Ded
[orced o work various
Japanese, including
mines. steel mills and shipyard
Goal mines were  th
DeVivo said Fhat's where
o stand In waler up (o VOur
Chipping at the walls: bringing
the coal for them. You had to do |
die, one of the two
In 1944, DeVivo sald, the Japaness
attempled to transport prisone
Corregidor to Japan, with i
37 ships oul of Manila
Allied submirines lorce
inte Hong Kang, and destroved
elghl ships, DeVivosa
American plan
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prisoners in Lhal mess
tell. The ship I wa:
oniy one thal gol
with machine gun fire |
Nobody was hurl
prisaners, anywady

Al that point, De)
weighed aboul 9% pounds
weighing 180 pounds at the Lim
caplure

V-]l Day was never annour
the prison where DeVivo was |

Y Ex-POW: Difficuli
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toward Japanese
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