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U. S. FIGHTS ON 
IN PHILIPPINES 

Manila, Capital of PhiiDP,nes, Lost to the Japanese CHINESE-C 

Silent on Whereabouts 
of MacArthur. 

Manila-
c, !1" 'd {rom PaDe I. 

l1nd nt the entrance to Manila 
bay. 

The wnr and navy department'~ 
announcements on th" Luzon 
ti;;htinl:' were bald and blunt anrl . 
spare o! detail, but they contained 
clews which led mlhtnry ob~crv~r:t 
hero to reconstruct the Silttntlon 
In this fashion: ) 

It wnA evident thnt with Jnpn­
ncse fot·ces appmnchlnr:: Munlla 
from two dlrccllonA, ov,•r n let • 
rAin little adapt~d to dcfcn•lve 
f1r::htinl:', MacArthur decid-.1 to 
)·t~ld the city an•l continue thr 
hattl<' on ground o! his 
choosing. 

A Darin.:- 1\lancU\ rr. 
So, dcJipite enrmy haraSI!mcnt.•. 

' ho ordet·e<'J a daring maneuver. 
Th~ defcndm~; fore~• to the south 
Wtthdrew and joined the American 
and Filipino troops wluch hac! 
been r~sisting- the attack from 
the north. Tills left the southrm 
approach to Manila wtdc open and 
the enemy man-J\ed In unopposed. 

But, to th" north it ga\~ :\Inc-
• .\.rthur a compact, onf'-unlt 

tll:htlor:: forcf'o with the nth·an­
tagp or ~horter line,, do-•lv 
eo-ordlnllt cd command, ami ;. 
broad battlefield n! form lund, 
Junr:;l& and mountain rnunt n· In 
"hlrh to mal< a a. drttrmincd 
stand. 

At his back wn~ Mantia bay, th~ 
~outh Chinn s~a nnd the long 
mow1tamous B a t a n pcnln•uht 
whtch forms the western enclosure 
ot the bay. Just oft tho end or 
the peninsula lies Corrrgitlor nnd 
nearby 1t three smnlln !otlif~td 
island~. 

It was con•idtrcd unqu .. uonnblr 
here that the ~tratcglst MacArthur 
had lnid his plan• months nr::o for 
the tactics he had been usm~ In 
th1s dt'lay1nh al·lton. 

F:qulpmrnt r:..•rno\ C'd. 

Cav>te, tor lnst.1nce, BPJlllrPntly 
was abandoned se,·•rnl days ago. 
All stores and Installations wcr,· 
removed or destroyed, and noth· 
lng or value to the >nvader Jolt 
tor him to •••u ., 

Ca\•tte W>ll be \'Riucless L• R Jap 
naval ba•e as long as American 
and F'll!pmo troops hold Corre­
gldor fortress, strategists a~:rerd . 

811:' gun• on thfl l•land port 
cnmm:utd both entrant•• to Ma-~ 
nUa harbor, maklnl:' It 'lrtualh· 
lmpo"lble for ,J&J>On to \Ond 
war•hlp' Into lh~ bay. R rnt'"' 
the na,·n l ln,tnllotlon~. "'' en It 
J"f'pafred. \\OUitl bP. wlthnut \Oiun 

This is an aerial view of Manila, capital of the Phtlippinc tslands, \\ hich was entered 
Friday by Japanese troops. Picture shows some of the c1ty's landmarks, now occupted 
by Japs. 1. Manila harbor 2. Pasig river; 3. Fort Santiago; 1. the walled cit\', which 
bore the brunt of Jap bombings after Manila was declared nn undefended ctty ; 5. :\!ani Ia 

.:.l' Jon.c;- o-.. .JnpntH'>tt• "nr ... hiJ'' 
\\l'r,.. undhlt' fo /orr, tllf'! .'U n.nlll\ 
bax ent ranCL·"· 

l\fl1it..~ry official• were silr·nt rr· 
gardmg the Japnnr•e stl\trmcnt 
that General MacArthur had With­
drawn to Corr~gidor rortrcas tor 
a "last stantl.'' 

But some experts believe Cor· 
regidor eoulcl hold out lndrC1nltrly, 
The island is only !nur mllto lonl{ 
and a mile in bteadth at tht• wid­
est pomt and thN rrorc could nc. 
commodate only a llmotetl number 
oc men. 

Where Battle for Philippines Rages 

I 
Malo los 

Tlli"' w;h lhC' main b:t.ttl~ nn·., in Uu~ l'hlliprlnt·' I'rhlay n' the l"n t ~tatf•, fun·~, :,:".1\,. up ,., . 
nila and th~ Cl\\ltfl na,nl b1'''"· 'laln flthtlnr \\1&' in tht'l .. rdor north noll north,,,.,, of ~lauila, \\lwre 
An,rrknn Hoop' .._·ontintlt"d ~tuhhnmh '" r~'l'-t at tnt·"'· Tok)O r~portf'd that lwt·n. Uou;t.•~ .'IJ.c \r­
thur'• forct' had fallen b3ck tu ~orrq;tdor fortreh and Balan pcoin>nla, ju>l abo\e It, 

• 

.JUDr..E OUITS 
FRENCH 

HUGE JAP LOSS 
15,000 Victims In 

Changsha Battle. 
CHUNGKJ~G. CHINA (SAT· 

URDAY l IH'l-Fittccn thoii58Jld 
Japanese sold1crs were killed or 
wounded Friday In a tc nitlc: Chi· 
nese counttr-nltack In the out­
skirts of Chan1:'5ha, a Chlnue 
communique aald today. 

Tho battle still Is ragln~ fierce­
for that capital city of Hunan 

provtnco, scene of two of Japan's 
mo1t humiliating dctcat.s ot tho 
Chinc~t war In October, 19S9, and 
September, lOU. 

The maJority of tho Jnpnnc~e 
ca~unltlrs were due to artillery 
flro HUI>POrtln~ lht'l sudden on· 
~lau~ht bJ tho mBin body or 
Chlnc•o I roop•. 
"A flrrce battle of annihilation 

•till \\'dS raging nt th~ time thla 
dispatch wns srnl," the commu­
nique contlnurd. 

''A portion ot th~ JapaneM foffe 
which reached tho eulem fi:&le 

Chanr::sha on the nl~ht. ot Jill!. 
1 was totally wiped out by Chinese 
machine gun f.rt'. 

Changwha, in the midst of a rich 
rlce-growlnl( d 1strict, Is 400 aJr• 
line miles northwut of Japanese· 
helll Hon~ Kong and about the 

Y saMe d' tance cast of Chungking. 

1 hotel; 6. Legislative butldmg; ;, the ~sco!ta, or business center; 8, San Jose hospital; 
'l. Malacanang palace; 10. former B1hbtd pnson: 11. San Lazaro hospital: 12. San Lazaro 
racetrack; 13. Santo Tomas university; U. the road to Lingayen gulf, where the first I large Jap invasion force landed.-WIREPHO'IO (JPJ , 

IMANI
- LA-'S -FAL- l--:-w-t·ll on-ly st-rength-en o-ur rcs-ol\•e 

to rid the land of these Invaders. 

l iS 'NOT THE END' 
Filipino Pledges Isles 

Will Fight On. 

Gmtltude. 
There exists a complete and In­

divisible unity amon~ our peoplf", 
1u V.:t,. n.>l• o.Jt pc.o,_,l uuu A,t.er 

lea, based on Ollr lUll fmtltude to 
the United States for grantlnJ;" to 
u~. in spite of American sovereign­
ty, all the rights and freedoms ac­
corded citizens or the United 
StatM. 

* * * "NOT PER,IANEllo"TLY." 
TOKYO, JAPAN !OFFICIAL 

BROADCAST RECORDED BY 
A.P.l-A Japanese dispatch dated 
Hankow quot.e<.l military quarters 
as sayin~ the Japnne~o "may not 
occupy Changeha permanenUy as 
It was the purpose to crush Chi· 
nesc resistAnce" in driving on the 
Hunan capital. The Japanese claim 
they occupied Cbangsha. Thunday 
mght. 

DATE OF WAR 
AJAPHOUDAY 
TOKYO, JAPAN (OFFICIAL 

HEARD BY AP)­
The Japanese cabinet Friday dl• 
reeled that the eighth of every 
month be ttlebrtlted as a national 
holiday m commemoration o! the 
•tart of the war \\ith the United 

and Britain, 
I.The Jnprut~-'" artually•pronq 

thror attack on Prorl Harbor 
.toon attcr dawn Dec. 7, Bn~enil 
time, but the Imperial hcndqtu~r­
lcr$ nranoro01ccmcnt that Japan 
.,,,. nt u-or did not come until 
Du. 8 in Tok)IO.] 
The Japanue succus in the 

Philippines was attributed here to 
tour reasons: 

1. The attaclc on P earl Har· 
bor ''which sml\shed all Amer· 
lcan plans to reinforce th& 
Philippines In case ot war. 

2. "Th~ OVtr·e,tlmatlon ot 
General Dougii\S MacArthur's 
ro,.our~e• which le•l to a false 
:t~n~e ut'"' :noun().'" 

3. Ocogru)>blcal dlCflcultfe• In­
volved In de!cn•e of the Islands. 

I. "MI•cnlculatlon nf tho 
power and ddermlnatlon ot 
Japaneso nrmed forces." Thr. u•rilrr of lltb nrticl,., l.o 

1/ur offkinl rr prr"Crolntivv of tl1c 
PJUIIJtJHIIr., !lflt't'nlmrnt 4n tht.t 
rounfriJ, Jlo " at'o t1 n11~mbcr f'J/ 
Pr~&.d,..ut .uauurl Qflc~ott'3 cab•­
rrct rwd tt the ula11M' lcadi'IIJ 
wdu 11 rud1&t. 

This feeling 'viii double our T M • 
power to resist. and will mak~ IJilCtCJ•r ony artrn 
possible, soon, I hope, the avcng- Enlists in the Navy 
ing of this unprovoked a•sault. 

SAN FRANCIS<;O, CAL. CA?­
Actor Tony Martin enlisted In the 
no vy J.'nday and was a.«igncd lm· 
mediatoly to active servico enlist· 
lng other men. 

'U.S. REPLY' TO 
FREEFRENC 

11fart1n, :!8, will have As one ot 
hi• main duties Interviewing col· 
lege student~. 

Autos-
Corolirourd from PoDe I . 

Wlrot o voluel All 
rubber, Aeece.lined. 
Black or brown. All 
sues. High, Cuban 
or Act heels. Hurry I 

9B~ 
-

BURTS 5 f 5 W. Walnut St. 
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AGES AS INDUCE MENT-
• <: ;.>JL : oil. T' 

~'"'iW~E 

Army Presses Re~ruiting· Drives 
Big Corregidor Gun Is Loaded for Action 

This is on(> of the h1g l2·l!JCh d1s~ppearing rifles, part 
of Batle1·y Cheney at Fort ~tills on Corl'cgidor lRland, 
whJrh commands the> C'nlramr to Manila bay nnd 

-

strong-hold o( Am<'ncan rcsistanc~ to thr .Japanese Jn· 

vadet"S m lh·., Philippm<'s. Soldicra :tre 1 amming home a 
powder rhargc during maneuvers. - " 'JRgl'HOTO (JP). 
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J{illed, issing, _P_risoner~_ 
====_====~1! ~ 

1 
I 
' 

P'll Gaylord Jam•• RoH~. son 
ot W. H. Bovee of oouth Jo" Jlr<tt 
exten•lon, dted "hll• holn~; hfl<l 1\ 

priso:ter by th~> Jt.panfse, July, 
19·13. He Is the llr~~t ot the Japa­

nue held prlsr.ners to be roportotll Lt. Paul A. Leydens a.ssi~ned to 
dead . Pl·t. Bovee , ... 3~ )'C~rs a n~hter lquadron was killed 
ot age, enlisted In Army In Call· Mnch 20, 1913, In n plane crash at 

I:JMign Derle Leo ilchuhtall, son !ornln, nnd was soon Ullgned to tho !lnntA Rou, C:.tllt., Army air-
of Mrs. Rnlph Sc•·ger ot Oskaloosa duty In the Philippine•, whoro he dromo, whet·e he was taking ad-
lost his Ute when tho N.noy blimp Jnntu Ro~rlnald Fansher, Elec- Wall stationed nl the limo ot the l'nn<ctl training, He was the son 
K-qs wns d•,stroyccl by llccl<lontal Jnpanoso ntlnek. Ire hlld prevlou•lv ol Mr. nnd Mu. L Leydens of 

t rlclnna Mnte 1/c, son ot Mr. and 
ti ro 1n n routlnft flight to the been reported miUing In nrllon 11n<t NRw Sh.1ron nnd husbnnd ot Mrs. 

C" 1mp"'.l~n tn Ftbl unr 
with tho 3tlh division. 

jHI 0 i< j) 

• 

West IndieS onrly In Novcmbor Mrs. J. B. Fansher ol ~11 north hnd been known by his (1\ml ly to Olo.dyl Hull Leyden!. 
After complrllng or Pte-Flight B •troet, and husband of Mrs. have e•rved with G•nern l ll!nc· oft -1<0 -1< tt 
tninin~ nt the Univ.•rslty or IO\''.' Aneta Fansher or Long Beach, Arthur during tho ltL•t dnya ot tho 
In Sept•mber, lP-12, !on wn. eent u. s. troop1, tUidence In thoao It· 

I H:tbort Dw•~ht Hou~h. yeomnn.' 
____ seoond cia••· b ~~portrd u liclnr 

to tho Naval IJ~;hter Than Air Cnllt., wu reported by the Wllr l:lnds. I 
Training Station at L:tkehurat, N.l Depnrtmont Ill! prisoner of the I -td< 0 •,., 
J H rreelve 1 hi• eomml,.lon In Japone<e on the blrmd ol Tara\\ a. ..,..,..,.,_,.... 
-.,.<tbrutuv 1!U3 and u lgnd for or.y known as FormoM. He 

"'\. dutv •mmt 1 

o.tloned on Corregtdor ee t. 
--·~nc.e msn at the Ume 

ot I"• tell of tho Phlllppln .. and 
(" rre-gldor. l'"ar ·~vera) ye:ara be 

hs,1 bee-n on the U f.; S. Houston . He 

•:-llst•d 1'1 the U. ll. :Savy •' 
Dtcembor 12 1029 at Ottumwa at' 

"h1t'h tlmf" ~-;,. '""ll~ making hta 

hom,. with h1~ grandpatPnt.s, )1r 

~nd !llr• J. B Fansher, 511 notth 

B ,,.tr~et He wa• born tn OlllkfL .. 

1t 0~1\ and le.lE"r made his home tn 
Ca!lt('rniL 

MachmistJ ~futc, ,oc .. 
class. Kennrh Toll, son ot Mr. 
~Irs Irn Toll, 516 G .\vt, w•ot, 1 

; k1 )rod tn AO R.ccld('nt ll bomb ur•a;;!:; 
~.osiun whJic lH' WO! on duty 
h the Navy In Pnclnc 1re:1. 

t: •:>·~ 

John \\' Hamilton, Master ::llotor 
~!achlnlst :II ate, G S :-;. son or ::llr 
and ~Irs. 0 A. Ramer of Hedrick. 
\\AS rtportf'd mti!!Sin~ tn action on 
~orch ~4 1943 HP was s~n·ing 

n.board the suhmarl"""f", Ambcrjack.l 
th~ umf' !11h 1p I.-I rut Commander i 
B"rnard C"larty o! Oskaloosa had 
lH'rn servin~: he-fort he was taken 
to n hospihl In Australia wttl, rna- 1 

tnrJ The- loss of the submarine 
\\11 announc('d June 13. ' 

. 
' .... 

Another prisoner held by the 
German. lo Cpl Rex Denning, 1on 
of llfr and Mrs Elmer Denning ol 
n•ar Eddrvllle, "ho wu In the 
North African lnvnolon and waa 
one or some 2,000 Iowan~ csptut~d 
b>· the Germans in Rommcll'~ ~ur­
prloe attllck at Fald Peu. He W'll 

•erving w1th an Anti-Tank com­
pany or nn Iowa regiment with the 
3-Ith division 

OllbPlt OsMr Hoi!, •on oC Mr. 
nnd Mrs. C;u I Hols Qf Osknloos:l, 
who h:\d b•~n repotied lost in ac­
tion Rt Con<'gldor a year ago is 
b<·lnr- held priMoncr by the Japa­
n••• He h od been st.ntloned at Fort 
~1111• In tht Phtltppine Island nfter 

held & pl•oner ot war by the 
Japan.., "• fo!IO"'in!j his tllal\ppon~ 
nncc whcle on duty In ~lal)lla 
Eny :;.;o 1 Uon w;u received l&at 
:\larch Sth. --.... ~-

nool~:nmrnt to overseas duty, but · 
w:ut with General MacArthur.o-s I 
lore•• to the l8ll of the light for Cpl. Dale Eusene Smith. ton 

th • 1 1 d H r th Mr. and Mrs. Firm Smith of nenr 
o~e 'I an e. e Wa3 one o e 

llrot volunteers In Mahnskn count) Glvln, may be a prl.onor In Ger• 

1 ;\f h ~ 9t\ 

1 

mnny. He WM In n prlaon c:\mp 
•nttr n~: ••rvlc• on ' nrc , 1 ~· 1 In Itnly but It Is not known wheth• 
Altor rtctlvlng hulc tratnln~ at er he was one ol the Allied or!l•on· l 
Ft. S•ll, Okla . he wa~ stationed 1 

1 
h h 

1 
•• 

11 . ers re eased w en t e ... ane at vatlous army camps 1n the t;. S. 
before lell\'ln!f tor the Philippines surrendered. There lo a PjUiblllty 

that he might have made his way 
tt•o • tt to Allied tore ... H~ wont thro•ugh 

the North African Invasion 
much of tbe earl\' tl-htlnl( wHh 
Iowa rtg1menl or th lith dlvlalon. 

-t: •Oi< -'> 

)I \SOn, .. 

He lVM 21 \: ear!'t niJ and was 
f{IAd J drd frl")f1li th~ high school al 
nlch :1ncJ n.nd Iuter attt'nderl Iowa 
Slate College at Arne•. He wu In 
his 81 d )'' o t· or college when the I 
!ele('l'tl\, ... service. act wa.s pBs!ed and! Jeal!le Morvin "'Btl," Burrb. E. Pte Ctarenc~P. Elt Grubb, son ot -. 
he enli ted In u .. :-.n\'}' F•br an•. ~1. 2 '~. son or ~Irs. o. a Burch or ::llr• At thur Rq;crs. 1006 Third I Ensign Ehlln R. Arms or 
i"Jl t {t' '"'" ttt.nttoned at Kf"yl F 1cmont w.u reported mlulnK In nvt~:nll~' \\CSt \\'ho Wl"nt o,·erseas nvlntlon, !ton ot R~'·· nnd 
\\t•t f1a th• f1rst nar ol hi• action lut Octob•r !\Iter nhout t 1.0 ""It the 3-Ith •IIVIO!On and was c•p-1 Clinton ,\rms o! K~nn\'ber, S. 

, t run o( the fir"t o rld 

' '"'r 1nd Mu • C' .Ma 

' ' th l·l'th st. •• 
1 1 n t.r ,\ 

nl •ro~nt, thtn was trnnaferr .. d • turtoc.l by the c; .. rmo.ns in the .t1::ht- nod forme.r Klc•zang college 
,, his wn reqUt-3t to s Jbmarmt year" sen1ce on N:n-y "ubntf1P n•~ ing m ~orth Afr C'\ Jut Februa.l}' dent, \\ll.S kllJed In at'Uon Jn th1 

l tn _,tpten1bcr, lJ-IZ, atter 0f'ta Is ha\"e "' t )e<t hcen aele.ued II rf"potted a.s a plJsone o! v.arf P11rlftc are!l, accordtcg to "ord 
I' ' !arbor. b} the Na,-y d<J•ftrtme-l ol the German,, 1 cehed here Oclober ~~. 

, ( 
\ 

... 
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Hubert Hough Tells of His 
Experiences as Jap Prisoner 

Ito spread nnd head for the nearer 
port of Hong Kong \\here th•y ar· 
rived late In Octobtr, n month aft-
er the trip stnrted. 

Hough mod~tly asserted that he 
"'ns once again ju•t ahead ot trou· 

Rex L. Allgood 
Describes Trip 

To Philippines 

thM w~ .,.·ere being asoigncd to ,. I were trying to run a wa} and for I'\ rumor that we might finish up b) 
plarr, but t hey wouldn't tell u s us to c~mo on ln. No\·emb.r or Dce<:-~bcr a~d that 
'0\hcrc It was. So W< cot rudy a nd "Well we got In and anchored In we are going to ~ull out of htre 
11 atatlon wagon picked u s up. Boy tho gu'! rtgtot olT Dulac on the Don't think thnt nvery onn l•n't 
did we ever get a brrak. Were a,.. 4th of November Then we went hoping that we bud for the Stat.,. 
signed to ~he engineer o lTire CPA 8 bore the morn.ng or the 5th and but that Is to b• seen ~ 

·=· ·:· -:· ·=· ··· ·:· ·•· ·:· ble ol.,.,e t ho tanker wna moving 
""' .,........ ••'"iJ_.., . , juet In front of hi• O\\ n ahip. 

H ow he spent more than three n o·tl•·r Tn•at mrnt Sgt. R··x L. Al'good wr.teJ his 
yoara u prisoner of ttoc Japnnesr, The convoy ma<'c sevenl ertorta parents, ltr. and Mrs C. L Allgood 

and It was located right In th ~ city tbla Is where v.e h!\ve been ever 
limits of Honolulu. I t had b•en a since, After tho surrender came, 
scl>ool !><-tore th~ war. • • W~ then It looked ''cry muc'\ !or a while 
moved to Hickam Odd. lll:o we were ~;olnl( to pack up and 

ove r a mont 'I <'! this In the hold of to get out or Hong Kong but A· of nN>r Eddy,·llle telling them or 
a prl.oon ship while men "diod like l merlcan subo kept It bot! ltd up hla travels alnce ha left the l'tates 
flies," was told hy Yoeman Firat for 1everRI d&)'l. y,'jnally tho con- In tho spring or 19ll. Here In part 
Class Huhert Dwi~),t Hough, On· voy moved out ••nd wound up 9n Is his letter •·t "ill tell you a tew 
k.~loosa, M I·~ rclu:ed In a chnlr, Formosa whero they \\rro hold In of tho plo~es I have been since I 
happy to be horne one~ ngatn. a military prloon camp. left the S\n\el· 1 left Camp Stonc-

Yoemnn Housh, n formor Her- "Treatment got better there," mnn, Pittsburg, Calif., on Apr·IJ •. 
nld cutrlcl' who wns llbnrntcd at H ough declarod. "They must have 1914, Wo went down to the river 
T ok yo nn l nrrlvrd homn last Sat- been •eelng tho end In slr,ht tor or bny nnd went u p n ferry to Frls-
urdny, pi tin to wed Miss VMI" them then. Thoro wnsn't much for co. We got olT It and went t hrough 
1'\cott. 0 l<nloosn girl In the nrnr us to do thnr nnd I gained some " lnrg6 »torngn pl>ce nnd,rlght out 
futuro. /Is h~ told of his rxperl· of my weight bnc)<. We onw the the other side and up tho gang 
oneco, Hough modo It clonr lhnt Grumman• nnd Bi20's coming over phnk. I don't remember the namo 
his memory of his bride-to-he nnd and could aro them dropping their of the sblp .•• About ten o'clock we 
the ir plans f'lr tho futuro "'"" tho bomb•. They uoed n •moko •lack 1 pulled out. Boy did we ever hnto 
one thing which kept him going on nn old ou1:nr r~c\o1)' near our to see that Golden Gate pass out 
throuJh it nil. camp on n lnnd mark. Thry of Right. On the 12th wo enterod 

''The mont 1 atrutn nnd dcapalr 7,pomed In and turned \'1 drop their Peorl Harbor at Honolulu und 
under Japanue dc-m.nal!on wns bombs over this •tnck ·• :docked, got right o!T tho sh•P .>nd 
t errific and hund•~ds crn<ked un· "We ll\'ed In 1\ •<hool nnd th• on to a little old train and It took 
der the strain b t I h:J.d my honrt food wns hettor. They even fed us up throu~;h tho J:"~untnl '' and 
set on grttlng homo to Verla nn.l us v•g•tnbl•s and some m.at" to tho 13th Replacconcnt. Depot. 
It k~pt m• going," Hough d•d"r- Hou~h decl:>.rcd. "I atl\yed there unt I the 2~t'I 
cd. "We'll hnvo a qule' wrdding H ubert D ..-lgbt Hou~b. 'CUI<~·n To T ulc) 0 and then I ond fl•e other fellows 
and then I •I report back to Great After a ohort Rln)' there the pn· were told to get ready to move.-
Lak ft•r • na dav l••v• I mav '0\'ere burned t o death and thOllc es n ' ~ ~·' ' ·~ "· ' oon•r dotnll was p::>ccd nboard an· 
stay In th• Navy or I may get 1\ who tried to esc:>p• were ohot." oth•r ahlp and taken to Port llojl though. The)~,.. been taught to 

"We got Rll ready-the !!rat b un<h go to Japan and then they decided 
wRs on the boat-we wero going to Ito 1•&\'o us here to tl~lsh cleaning 
hit Yap Island In thn Ca roline•. up \he Philippines and ev~cuate 
Th•n thry changrd plana and do- tl\om of 1111 our stuiT after nil the 
clded to make a Iundin!( on the 
Phtllpplnos. 0! COUIIC W O didn't 
know thnt then. On tho 21st o r R•p· 
temhcr wr ngnl n loaded up a t Penrl 
Harbor, On thn 23rd wn pulled out 
-we stayed on that bont for 40 
days. I nove1· got so thcd In "II my 
life a. I did ot thnt shi p, On th n 
4th or October we entered th r In· 
goon at Enlewelok- Pulled out a­
gnln on tho Gth. On thn 9\h \\O got 
to llanu• after n nice time. 

"\\"o wt-tc d£'ncJ a;Uil once Cor 
eight hours whrn our cn&lnea hroka 
down and all we had wns two little 
DE's which kept circling us but we 
tlnally got ata1 ted agnln. Wh on 
thosn engines quit on us we were 
just a little way !rom a group or 
Jap held llr!Rnda Just 1\ good thing 
that there werrn·t nny subs around. 
On the ~th we hendod for Holland· 
Ia In N ew Gulnoa. job In Cl' • go I <!•l''t kntJW yet" Hough wna In on the rust bomb- In southern Je, an This tim• It look up to h!m as the'r God." 

" a"' Tolno llum lng of ~Janna by American Grum· "a a 28 day trip onre ag n coop· Employe•• or the Her Jd, who "Lett Hollnndln on t he 29th and 
Hough ' on't for •t •n n long m.an planes while held again In ed 1'1 tho •hlp's hold, but Hough remember Hubert as a knee h!gh "txt atop to be ~yte. Well t hings 

time, either t~• devrurtAtlon l'e B,llbld pMsen. "It '"'" tt grwtt &Aid "'Ondl\lons were better "Only bd when ho ea.rled papers ha~o went prrtty ~:ood until ,..., \H I tl II· 

llllW In Tokyo n s2n bombe• leU show" the saolor declared. "The)' four mrn d •d on that trip" n particularly '0\'Brm spot f'lr u"' bout a day 1\nd a h•1f !rom there. 
tllat Jap,n< n - trop • , " mo..ss ""armed In from all :>ngles and · ret urning sn'lor. HlTTY Fitch, Thnt Is " h en thRt big naval battle 
ot Clarno• nnd do.. "I \V lcLod really gave It to the Nips.' Arter rcnchln~; l'vrt Mojl theY former elrculatlon manager, r1- took Pl"ce between our tlcot and 
•rokyo burn frnm ~· bed and Lnte In September l~H. the Jo.;>•J were placnd aboard a trnln " th members H ube 1. a' "~<'tho bt• t tha J.,pa. We WI'TP In a •mall con-
thought h w tt he'ped make up for put Hough's prisoner group aboard l windows covered to "' ke sure oarrlora he evPr had. Thoro WruJ I \ '())' o nd didn' t h nve n~y big 
thr mnny month undrr J p dom· the prl•on ship which the prison- prisoners did not r.-et " view of tbe the time young Hou~:h came In with us tn case •· ·o run Into trouble. 
inatlon. Those nlr &' yo really did ora culled "Horror ot Maru," That trrrnln. Thov wore tnkrn to ' seoklnf(' a carrier JOb bLt F1t h We woro headed light Into It, so 

a lob
" was tile toughest of •, II for Hou~h cnmp In Tokyo nre!\ nnd put 1\0 th • h hi I' t th • b th dl d t t d d .. ~ ou~r m too t- .1 or e , ~ , e}' r& or us o urn aroun nn 

Th • Oskaloosa ,l ' •r, ''·ho •nte~ ,,·ho '''ns a month In the hold or work tn n ooup navnrlng plnn,t T hi h H b 11 d 'H h d b k r P 1 \V 1 k , u , .- o w c u ort rep c • ow do on oc or n nu, ent •n< 
cd toe Nnvv r June, 1938, hnd th~ ship with pnsoners crowded which wn• hPing convorlPtl 1 ~ you know I nm you h wen't tried agnln !or seven or eight h ourt. 
two nn 1 a half yc rs crvlrn be· In eo tightly that they could hard- melting ••lumlnum, me yot" Fitch liked the boy's de- Then we go\ nnothct• me~snge thut 
forr war hrol<o out, pnrt of thll ly sit or lie down. The ehlp wns Hough pointed out thnl condl l·r-m!natlon and dtrcctne o nnd put our fleet hnd knocked hell out or 
In Chlnll but mo•t ot It woddng I destined tor Formosa. tlono oontlnurd to JrOt bettor "lth him on n route. He made good, tho Japs, and what "''"n't RUnk 
In the Nnt·y drpnr l nu·nt in the l\Jnny D ied On Shtp Improved food "nd quurtns "Th• 
Mnromnn bulhhnf;' 1n Manila 1 "Many of the boy.' died on thllt plant was quito n modorn nftnlr 

Hough snld • n lc't Mnnlla on to lp and others went out of their and flnvodn~r c •ns evon hRd th•· 
Chri..stma morrlng, 1911 for Cor- headJ,'' Hough asserted. j'lt was name or N'cw York on lhrm.'" 
regldor when thr Japa t•PPI onchcd nwfull. Tbore wns no ventilation Hough uld, ''They hRd ahlpped n 
that city and jcuncd tho l!ntor nnd they g11ve us only a bit or lot or It to this country." 
Torp~do B:>nt Squadron 3 In F•b· hal! cook•d ric~ a day. Thry call· A"1111 Fnr R P•ru" 
ruary, 1012. He wa• l"l on tho hftt· •d In Lugao and It was wo""e than It wna while blllnted lhHe from 
tie ot Correg• ~. ere of the his- the name •ounds. They gave us Februnry 12 to September of thls 
torlc battles of the \\ar, and was very little water but I was able yeRr that Hou h viewed lh~ devaa­
takrn P'tsoner on l\IBY 6 I9-12. to take a couple of cantoens of tatlng air raids e-n Jl\pan. He alao 

We were held prisoner on C""'l water on with me. The hold "as aald that ohorUy nft•r V.J Day 
r•gldor for t \O \\coks "nd th~ full or lice and Insects and' th~ Japanese come In and took up all 
taken by ship to ll!anlla whore J ps ne\'er ventured down there." military pollee ~tuns and ammunl· 
they mar<hed w down Dowey Hougll declared that men died Uon, leaving the prlaoncra to do 
boulevard t.o shm' 'J1e Phil pplnos dally but the worst part or It all just 1\bout •• thy pleased. 1 
their capture" Holi h aald. wna when buddies became de rang· Then It was a case ot waltlnl': 

(:ot Lurk,} Bl'<'llk cd from a!rnvatlon. lack or food tor the fiDal reliC•Je and when U. S 
Hough ' aa the placed \\1t), and water and the stinking •mell ahlps showed up In the harbor 

o\he• prisoners I" Rlllhrd prison 1'1 nr It all. It got so the boys would I prisoners algnalrd frnm shore and 
Manila aDd then mo\'Cd to C1l>- sav, "shake your buddy and ••• It were taken a boar d. Hough left 
anatuan camp No 3 for n month he's dead." One man was dead for for hnme trom Tokyo by pln.n• on 
and n halt T>: n th~y were acnt ~e\·eral hours before the others Sept. 6, arrlvll'g nl Ookland, Call!. 
to Puerto Prlr cc '1 0:1 Palawnn lo- knew lt. Prillonera had to take !our dayo later. Th•y he went vln 
l•:1d nbo•o ,)lor<Ieo "bore •bey their own dead above •board and train to GreM LAkes ond on home 
were sc• to work making airfield durnp them Into the ~ea. •rt's like • b•d droum," Hough 
runways. •·I w•nt aboard that ship weigh- a••ertod. I 

"Th<•y \\<' ked for two y~~ra lng over 150 pounds and when we ,Jap C'onll•• 1'r1Pntlly 
making run\\ ya tc-• Jap ohfl•lds reached port nt Hong Kong, Chinn, AJiked "·hoc\ 1e thought of tho 
but finally In Augu•l, lOll. afler I weighed 110," Hough said. "It Japane.o peoplr, Jlough oald, "tho 
we hnd buill two 1 unwi\YB and wno roally " tough dMI." coolin claM were friendly. A lot 
had stnrl•d n third, tho·y tool< 1110 Lnnd~d At H ong K ong or 'em workod In tho some plant 
of u• back to )lllnilu," Hough sold, How the •hlp ho,ppened to dock with ua In Tokyo nnd we never 
"I ~rot rny first b1 o'llt In lhnt denl nt Hon~r Kong ln•tead of Formooa had n bit of trouble with thrm. 
for "''' hcnrcl '>tnr lhn\ tho Japo was explained by Hough by the I'm convinced they wnr• •Imply 
herded the rrst of thn 1ruya Into fact that nn Amoricnn sub attack- tnken In by the mllltnr)' dlqun 
on nlr 1ald ahrll~r tossed In guo- od and Mnk nn oil tanker In \he which gnlned control of tho coun 
linn n•w Mt It fire ll!oat of 'nm This cnu.•ed the convoy try. They believe In ltlrohlto. 
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Interested 
In Trials Of 
Jap Guards 

Two Oskaloosa veterans of Cor­
regtdor who suffered from abuse 
of the Japs are very much inter­
ested in the war crime t r ials in 
progress at Tokyo, Japan. 

Lieut. (j .g.) Hubert • Dwight 
Hough Of the Navy Annex at 
Washington, D. c. and Gilbert Os· 
car Hols of the fairgrounds veter- J apan to personally appear at the 
ana' housing here have furnished trials, if they wanted to. 
atatements concerning their treat- Hols is particularly anxioUs that 
ment by Jap guards which will be "Moustache," "Pat cheye", "Katie", 
bltroduced during the trial. "Big, Middle and Little Watana-

Jncluded in Chargee be," and other camp guards and 
Particular incident. r eferred to the camp commander, Lieut. Ryo-

lnclude: hei Tanaka, of Dice camp and 
In or about March, 1945, the un· Camp 11-B of the Tokyo area real­

lawful mistreatment and abuse by ly get the maximum penalty for 
a ctvman guard known as "Patch- t heir brutality. 
eye" l!lld "Fu man'' of Herbert D. Charges Against Japs 
Hough, an American Prisoner of The Japs are accused of beating 
War, by beating him with a heavy the prisoners, falling to provide 
cane. proper r ations, quarters, clothing, 

On a certain occasion between heat, hygiene, and available medi· 
15 October, 1944, and 30 June, cine and medical care at both 
1946, the unlawful mistreatment camps, forcing sick and Injured , 
and abuse by a Japanese guard men to work, stealing Red Cross 
known aa "Moustache" of Gilbert supplies, failure to protect the men 
0. Hols, an American P risoner of f rom air raids, etc. 
War, by kicking him and by Hough and Hols were In Bilibid 
knocking him unconscioUs with a prison at Manila for a time and 
rifle butt. then were placed on the prison 

Hough Reenlists ship that became known as the 
"Horror of Maru." Scores died of 

Lieut. Hough reenlisted soon aft- stal'Vatlon, disease and neglect. 
er his releaae from service in 1945 The survivors of the ship were 
and Ill now stationed at the Navy herded Into an air raid shelter and 
Annex in Washington. He only re- burned to death when the J aps 
cenUy returned to Washington aft- poured gasoline Into th,e shelter 
er a visit here. His wife remained and then set tt afire. 
tM a more extended visit. Taken to To~o 

Hols resides at the local housing The two Oskaloosans spent some 
project and Ill employed as a car- time in a prison camp on Formosa 
penter at the Sunrise Knoll home but eventually were shipped to 
COJUJtrucUon development. Tokyo where they were forced to 

Both Furnish Information work for the Japs. 
Both Hough and Hols furnished They saw the effecta of the 

the Allied Powers in Japan with American bombing of the Japanese 
much Information regarding the capital and were among the f irl!t 
mistreatment of prisoners of war. I prisoners released after the Jap 
Both could have made the t rip t o 1 surrender. 

e Jap Torturer 
a Of 2 Iowans. 

.ay Gets 25 Years 
ttion's 
eek, is 
eezer. 

Oskaloo.san Says 
'He Deserved It.' 

YOKOHAMA, JAPAN {}P)- Lt. 
· fa 

esday 
~e for 

with 
night 

Ryohei Tanaka, former prison 
cainp commander, Tuesday was 
sentence!! to 25 years at hard la­
bor for atrocities that contributed 
to the deaths of a t least 28 , 
Americans. g 

. , R«'b"rt M Herbeck, Chicago, ..haa lnl., died after a beating by 
_a of Tanaka. Hubert Hough and Gil- . 
g its bert Hole, both of Oskaloosa, Ia., 

were among the prisoners Tonaka 
· mistreated. 

of • • • 
Gilbert Hole 

(The Tr ibune's Iowa News Se rvice.) 

OSKALOOSA, I A. - "He' de- . 
served all he got," Gilbert Hole 1 

said in Oskaloosa Tuesday when 
told about the sentence imposed 
on Lieutenant Tanaka. ; night 

lower Hole, who was in the a rmy, 
said he and Hubert Hough 
were captured on Corregidor 
in May, 1942, and were t ogeth­
er In prison camps on Formosa. 

n con-
10 t o 

of the 

Hole. was discharged in March, 
1946, and Hough re-enlisted in the 

ed to navy. • . 
om its 1 Hole said he was in prison 
day. 1 camps for three and a half years 

and "got a good working over." 
was I Hole is now working for an Os­
~ints kaloosa contractor. ,He contract­
the ed a fever while in the J apanese 

o to prison camps and suffers sever 
headaches. He said Tuesday h 
planned to go to Des Moine 
Wednesday for treatment at Vet­
erans hospitaL 

Tanaka Gets 25 
Years For Yank 
Mistreat nt 

' /'f'l{, 
(United 'Press Dispatch) 

Yokohama, Feb. 4-The U. S. 
Army has named two Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, r esidents among American 
war prisoners who were beaten 
and mistreated by Ryohei Tanaka, 
former Japanese army lieutenant, 
sentenced to serve a 25~year pris­
on term. 

They were Hubert B. Hough 
and Gilbert 0 . Hols. 

Tanaka was found guilty of 
contributing to many deaths in 
prisoner of war camps in the 
Tokyo area. Twenty-eight allied 
prisoners of war allegedly were 
killed ·because Tanaka failed to 
provide adequate shelter during U. 
s. bombing raids. 

Sentence· Four 
More For Yank 
Mistreatment 

11 ~(p 
(United Press Dtsp«{ch) 

Yokohama, Feb. 6.-A former 
prisoner of war camp commander 
known as "The Gorilla" and three 
of his subordinates were sentenced 
to prison today for mistreatin~ 
Americans in the Umeda Bunsha 
prison camp near Osaka, Japan. 

A fifth Japanese on trial before 
the miliary commission was ac· 
quitted. 

"The Gorilla," former warran 
officer Ichijl Klnari, was sent to 
prison for two years at hard la­
bor for failing to restrain his men. 
Fusao Shinya, one of the subordi­
nates, was given an eight-year 
enteue for onmea which includ 

ed cmmaiJJ&' pot&~ bl 
mouths of AmeriC&hll and bea~ 
them with rifle butt. 

Osao Ijitsu was sentenced to 
one year and Yukio Okabuchi to 
20 months. Nebuo Ikadazu was 
acquitted. All three were guards 
at the camp. 

Victims of "The Gorilla" and his 
un~erlings included Orin A. La­
croix, St. Peter, Minn ., and Edwin 

1H . Bahr, M!Iler, s. Dak. 



Interested 
In Trials Of 
Jap Guards 

Two Oskaloosa veterans of Cor­
regidor who suffered from abuse 
of the Japs are very much inter· 
ested in the war crime trials in 
progress at Tokyo, Japan. 

Lieut. (j.g.) Hubert · Dwight 
Hough of the- Navy Annex at 
Washington, D. c. and Gilbert Os· 
car Hols of the fairgrounds veter- Japan to personally appear at the 
ans' housing here have furnished trials, if they wanted to. 
statements concerning their treat- Hols is particularly anxious that 
m ent by Jap guards which will be "Moustache," "Patcheye", "Katie", 
bltroduced during the trial. "Big, Middle and Little Watana-

Jncluded in Charge. be," and other camp guards and 
Particular incidents referred to the camp commander, Lieut. Ryo-

include: hei Tanaka, of Dice camp and 
In or about March, 1945, the un- Camp 11-B of the Tokyo area real­

lawful mistreatment and abuse by ly get the maximum penalty for 
a clvllle.n guard known as "Pa tch· their brutality. 
eye" and "Fu man" of Herbert D. Charges Against Japs 
Hough, an American Prisoner of The Japs are accused of beating 
War, by beating him with a heavy the prisoners, failing to provide 
cane. proper rations, quarters, clothing, 

On a certain occasion between heat, hygiene, and available medi· 
15 October, 1944, and 30 June, cine and medical care at both 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment camps, forcing sick and injured , 
and abuse by a Japanese guard men to work, stealing Red Cross 
known as "Moustache" of Gilber t supplies, failure to protect the men 
0 . Hols, an American Prisoner of from air raids, etc. 
War, by kicking him and by Hough and Hols were in Bilibid 
knocking him unconscious with a prison at Manila for a time and 
rifle butt. then were placed on the prison 

Hough Beenllsts ship that became known as the 
"Horror of Maru." Scores died of 

Lieut. Hough reenlisted soon aft- stantation, disease and neglect. 
er his release from service in 1945 The survivors of the ship were 
and is now s tationed at the Navy herded into an air raid shelter and 
Annex in Washington. He only re- burned to death when the Japs 
cently returned to Washington aft- poured gasoline into th.e shelter 
er a visit here. His wife remained and then set it afire. 
for a more extended visit. Taken to To\cyo 

Bolli resides at the local housing The two Oskaloosans spent some 
project and is employed as a car- time in a prison camp on Formosa 
penter at the Sunrise Knoll home but eventually were shipped t o 
construction development. Tokyo where they were forced to 

Both Furnlah Information work for the Japs. 
Both Hough and Holll furnished They saw the effects of the 

the Allied Powers in Japan with I American bombing of the Japanese 
much information regarding the capital and were among the first 
mistreatment of prisoners of war. I prisoners released after the Jap 
Both could have made the trip to , surrender. 
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'He Deserved It. ' 
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN (JPl-Lt. 

Ryohei Tanaka, former pr ison 
cainp commander, Tuesday was 
sentenced to 25 years at hard la­
bor for atrocities that contributed 
to the deaths of at least 28 , 
Americans. g 

Rf\bnrt M Herbeck , Chicago, 
· ..his Ill., died after a beating by 
ea of Tanaka. H ubert Hough and Gil- · 
g its bert Hole, both of Oskaloosa, Ia., 

were among the prisoners Tonaka 
mistreated. 

of • • • 
Gilbert Hole 

(The Trib une's I owa News Se rvice. ) 

OSKALOOSA, IA. - "He\ de­
served aJl he got," Gilber t Hole 

I 
said in Oskaloosa Tuesday when 
told about the sentence imposed 

. ht on Lieutenant Tanaka. ;Ig Hole, who was in the army, 
ower said he and Hubert Hough 

.n con-
f 

10 
t o were captured on Corregidor 

of the in May, 1942, and were togeth-
er in prison camps on Formosa. 

~ Hole. was discharged in March, 
1946, and Hough r~-enlisted in the 

ed to navy. • 
om its , Hole said he was in prison 
day I camps for t hree and a half years 

· ' and "got a good working over." 
1 Hole is now working for an Os­
kaloosa contractor. .He co ntract-

1 ed a fever while in t he Japanese 
prison camps and suffers sever 
headaches. He said Tuesday h 
planned to go to Des Moine 
Wednesday for t reatment a t Vet­
erans hospital 



Tanaka Gets 25 
Years fof Yank 
Mistreat ent 

. I 'I'll, 
(United 'Press Dispatch) 

Yokohama, Feb. 4-The U. S. 
Army has named two Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, residents among American 
war prisoners who were beaten 
and mistreated by Ryohei Tanaka, 
former Japanese army lieutenant, 
sentenced to serve a 25~year pris­
on term. 

They were Hubert B. Hough 
and Gilbert 0. Hols. 

Tanaka was found guilty of 
contributing to many deaths in 
prisoner of war camps in the 
Tokyo area. Twenty-eight allied 
prisoners of war allegedly were 
killed ·because Tanaka failed to 
provide adequate shelter during U. 
S. bombing raids. ·-- --



Sentence· Four 
More For Yank 
Mistreatmen!~ 

(United Press Dtsp«{ch) 
Yokohama, Feb. 6.-A formel\ 

prisoner of war camp commander 
known as "The Gorilla" and three 
of his subordinates were sentence 
to prison today for mistreatin~ 
Americans in the Umeda Bunsho 
prison camp near Osaka, Japan. 

A fifth Japanese on trial before 
the miliary commission was ac­
quitted. 

"The Gorilla," former warrant 
officer Ichiji Kinari, was sent to 
prison for two years at hard la­
bor for failing to restrain his men. 
Fusao Shinya, one of the subordi· 
nates, was given an eight-year 
ente~M~t for crtmea which includ-

ed cramml:qg potatot~t In th 
mouths of AmericaN~ and beatfn 
them with rifle butt. 

Osao Ijitsu was sentenced to 
one year and Yukio Okabuchl to 
20 months. Nebuo Ikadazu was 
acquitted. Ali three were guards 
at the camp. 

Victims of "The Gorilla" and his 
underlings included Orin A. La­
croix, St . Peter, Minn., and Edwin 
H. Bahr, Miller, S. Dak. 
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Two Osl a loosa veter an of Cor­
k"cgidor w 10 s uffe red from a buse 
o: tl e Japs are very much inter­
' ·"\ t:d i the war cr ime trials in 
p rog ress at Tol,yo, apn.n. 

Lleut. (j .g .) Hub~rt · 
4 ... c· ... ;1 •J.... the- ?\avy .--\.11r~ux 
\i!a .. r.:.1:;to . • D. c. an G'lber t 0 - ousu cco• 1L C t . l ""\' "'b 

•.. ~· •. .-'rol~ ?f the fai rg ounds veter; / J P_<l.n t o personally appe;:;..,.--;t t:,o:. 
, JLO~S-.1g here _have f~rnlshe ... tli :~l.l , if they w.:-ntcd to. 
, tc:nents concer.~mg t?e1 t_r ea t - j Eio.s is par ticu arly t.n i.:.1 s th n. 

.. cy Jap gua1as wh1ch Wlll be "Yl.oust«chc " "P atch< ve" ' ·.;:a ie" 
L,tro..: .• ..:c, uring the triaL "Big, Midui« a , Little ' \'i'at«.V-~ 

<lcluded in C ar-ge be," and od1er ca.np g uar ds ~··" 
"'~rticu;ar incldeats r eferred t o the camp commander, Lieu •. :..yo-

:...·~~e: he' T~ilaka, of D:cl: C!111·.lJ ar· ~ 
i:i1 or about Marc , 194.5, t he un- mp 11-B of th e 'l'ol y o area rea. -

_ wful mistreatm ent · n abuse by ly get the maximu.a penalty fo r 
~· ci'dlian ;;rua rd known 8<1 "PRtch- thei ~ b. It:l l: ty. 
, .,, ' ct·n.i uFu n1a ... " "'\ ......... rL .rt.. D . / C rges A;.,..!~n.~~ J,. v~ 

; , , .r, Ameri~nn Pr1soner of The aps ? l'e ac..: t t.•tLo. of bc.,.tin~' 
~:y i,ea ing l im with a heavy 

1 

t he prisoners, faihn ~. t o prov1d,. 
proper ra ions, lU rt< r.3, c.ot:tu •6 

,_,_ ..:ertain occasion be ween 
1 
heat, hygiene, a ncl •, able r.~c, -

.::~t. o:r, 19 14, and 30 June, , cine nd m e 1cal CJ e at 1i Jo.. 

. ···'· ·· nJs.wiul m · treatment camps, forcing 1ck a n n .~llrec, 
r.b:. .c. by a J a.;)artese .;uard ; m en to worlt, steal ng R ed C osc. 1 

• as "Mousta c,;c' of Gllbc·l·t ' supplie,-, fail re t o p rot ct t:.e nh • 
·. , }c .. , ::. • A1n er .ca 'rJ.,oncr of I from a~r r a ids, e..:. i 

:.<.:icldn:;- '1im n · y !fough and l~ols were in _ ,!ilLid · 
hi unconscious with a p r1so. 2t M an>! , t'_ · O• •1 

' t h en w~., . '' . . tho J • _ .. ,n 
L ~v .... gh Uecnllsts sh i}> ha J:,ecum.; ·1 own .. : < 

"Horror o i\i r1 ." Score.:: diet of 
s..' . •• ough r ecnliste soon aft /s tarvation, d ea ·a a.Jd neglect. 

, ~ · ., ~ ,_,c from service in 19 The , :vivors 0 .: rl':e sl• .·,:. i.Ji'' 

.::J t a_t ,c.;. ... d at l e Na Y 
1 
h erded into o.1n :.t•r raid sheiter .. 1 

ash1. _ ·') :· H~ o~Iy · - 1 burned to dea 1 wl.c , t he Jap 
, r· .. ed -J \, • "lo• tun af - ;poured gasol" ne int the shelte.· 

"'·re. an d then set 1l 
•• ~ ·<·< exte · cd vi ·t . 

"alH l 'J ' ~~i.YO 
; a t tne local housing The h ,·o 0:,'.~ vo spent ..• < .11•l 
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CORREGIDOR REVI;SITED 
' 

An American photographer visits Corregidor 25 

years after General Wainwright surrendered there. 

T
HE P ENINSULA of Bataan and the 
island of Corregidor in the Philip­
pines were busy places thi s spring. 

Some 500 veterans of MacArthur's and 
Wainwright's WW2 stand, with wives 
and Gold Star mothers, returned in 
April for the 25th anniversary of the 
five-month siege that ended in May 1942, 
with the surrender on Corregidor. 

It was a gala occasion. The Filipinos 
had forgotten nothing. En masse they 
cheered the pilgrims and strewed their 
way with flowers. l ndividually, men and 
women, old and middle-aged, shared ex­
periences and memories down to the last 
small detail of the days of the Japanese 
conquest. On April 9, all Manila was 
turned over to a giant parade. There were 
treks down the Bataan peninsula, and to 
Corregidor - and individual visits to 
other spots of personal importance-and 
to the American Military Cemetery. 

Not part of the pilgrimage was photog­
rapher J. F. Katzel, of Denver, Colo., 
who had been with his camera to the war 
in Vietnam, then flew into Manila to 
record what would catch his eye. What 
caught his eye was Corregidor today. He 
went on an official tour of "The Rock, " 
then returned for a private inspection. 
Katzel shot roll on roll of photographs 
of the rugged little island, plans for 
whose restoration have not yet come off, 
then recorded on tape his impressions of 
a 25-year-old battleground that remains 
almost untouched by man over the 
quarter century, but has been invaded 
chiefly by the forces of nature. 

Katzel's impressions and mixed emo­
tions come through in his brief, general 
description. of Corregiclor revisited, and 
in his few words accompanying those of 
his pictures that are shown here. He saw 
ghosts · everywhere. Said Katzel: 

"While walking alone on Corregidor 
with no one else on the island and pho­
tographing the various installations, I 
had the eerie feeling that the ghosts of 
the defenders were watching my every 
move. It was amazing to me that there 
was so much to see and photograph as 
there actually was. I can only hope that 
the decay proceeds no further. Your 
imagination, as it sees the ruin and dev-

astation, Jets you believe that it hap­
pened only yesterday instead of a quarter 
of a century ago. Further decay and 
jungle growth will in time completely 
obliterate this heroic bastion of freedom . 
The feeling is very persistent that it was 
an island full of life and song, then turn­
ing to screams of pain and agony. It's 
not at all difficult, whiJe sitting on the 
steps of the Battery Way, to imagine a 
Japanese fighter plane come screaming 
in at tree-top level to strafe the defenders 
and the installations .. . neither is it 
difficult to hear the running footsteps 
attempting to get out of the way of the 
incoming planes' machinegun fire . 

"These sounds can definitely exist in 
your imagination when you are alone on 
the island. My first visit was with one of 
the guided tours from Manila. On my 
second visit I was alone and that's when 
the island came to life, the guns spoke, 
the craters caused by Japanese bombs 
spoke, the pockmarked walls spoke, the 
running feet on the steps leading to the 
barracks on the topside, the stones which 
made up the staff headquarters ... all 
spoke of the life and the death that was 
here. Life is gone but death remains. I 
felt as though I were an intruder and 
even the click of my camera shutter was 
an intrusion into the past. If the decay 
and the jungle growth could be arrested 
and the remains of Corregidor frozen in 
time just as it is today, it would be a 
most expressive and impressive monu­
ment to those brave defenders who 
fought to the very last. Future genera­
tions could then know and see exactly 
bow the island looked when our last shot 
was fired , but this cannot be, since decay 
and plant life will finally swallow up 
what's left. 

"T was lucky to have had a chance to 
be alone on Corregidor. The visible signs 
of war indicate strongly the terror that 
must have been with the defenders, every 
minute of that terrible siege. Its final 
capitulation on May 6th , though a dif­
ficult pill to swallow, must have been a 
relief to those men and women . An un­
happy defeat, certainly ... but the five­
month sounds of battle were for the 
moment gone." 
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BATTERY GEARY 

CORREGIDOR 
ISLAND 

"T HlS PHOTO shows the island of 
Corregidor, which lies principally 
east and west with the tail end of 

the island pomtmg to Manila. On the 
tail end of the island there are two im­
portant features. One is the wartime cem­
etery and the other is Kindley Field. I 
visited both the cemetery and the land­
ing field. The landing field is just barely 
visible. The high grass and the jungle are 
now close to destroying it completely. 
The cemetery is the same way. It's buried 
deep in the jungle. The tombstones are 
moss covered and half buried under 25 

M.ALINTA TUNNEL 
.<· ~-' 

years of leaves and branches. It's tough 
to see but very interesting. Mostly you 'll 
find that the buried are half Filipino and 
half American, el a ting much earlier than 
1941, going as far back as 1930. Next to 
Kindley Field on the north side of the 
island on May 5, 1942, was a proposed 
Japanese landing area. The landing took 
place there and was successful. The Jap­
anese then worked their way west on the 
tail of tbe island toward the west en­
trance of Malinta Tunnel. The last stand 
by our American forces was made 50 
yards west of the entrance to Malinta 

Tunnel. This stand was made on May 6, 
1942, in the morning. after five months ' 
holdout on Bataan and Corregidor. Just 
beyond the Malinta Tunnel where the 
island narrows down is the Old Market 
Place. The surrender by General Wain­
wright to the Japanese took place there 
on the afternoon of May 6th, prior to 
General Wainwright's going to Bataan 
for the 'Death March .' 

"Now we get to the main part of the 
island and the head of the Tadpole, the 
fa t pa rt of Corregidor, where the Top­
side Barracks and the parade grounds 

and the various batteries are located. 
"'Battery James' is on the north side 

of the island at the top of James Ravine. 
The Japanese tried an early landing in 
James Ravine but the attempt was given 
up by them. Battery James has four 
three-inch guns and they were designed 
to cover the channel between Cavite and 
Corregidor, and the channel between 
Bataan and Corregidor. They had a sea­
ward range of 16 to 20 miles, the point 
being to prevent the Japanese Navy f rom 
entering Manila harbor." 

(Continued on next page ) 
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CONTINUED CORREGIDOR REVISITED 

" T HIS PHOTO is inside Battery James. it easy for me to visualize the hurried ac-
Note the devastation which shows tivity on these stairs by the defenders­

through in the photo. It takes but little carrying down the wounded, bringing 
imagination to visualize the heavy shell- ammo to the guns, and carrying out their 
ing this battery took from Japanese born- assignments in the midst of battle. The 
bardments. This fort was constructed of batteries consisted of four 3-inch guns 
reinforced concrete and steel. The stairs and were designed to cover the South 
leading to the top of Battery James made Channel between Cavite and Corregidor, 
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and the North Channel between Bataan 
and Corregidor. These guns proved in­
effective, of course, because the Japanese 
Navy never came into Manila harbor. 
Their main landings were on Bataan, 
after the one try at James Ravine. They 
swept the Bataan peninsula-and only 
then came back to Corregidor." 

" T HIS IS ' BATTERY WAY' which sits al-
. most dead center in the large part 

of the island and was armed with four 
12-inch mortars. It is by far the best pre­
served of the batteries on the island. al­
though even here the irres.istible jungle is 
moving in and would have taken over 
had it not been for the large expanse of 
very tightly set stone and concrete in the 
flooring of the gun pits and the 1 0-foot 
high , 3-foot thick walls surrounding the 
gun emplacement. Eventua ll y Battery 
Way will return to the jungle if the ad­
vance of tropic vegetation isn 't arrested. 

None of the mortars is operational. I'm 
sure the Japanese could find no way to 
have made them operational , so aban­
doned them where they were. You can 
still see telltale signs of the battle that 
raged here. Throughout all of the bat­
teries one sees strafing scars, marks of ar­
tillery explosions, and of explosions 
within the batteries themselves from 
pieces of rnetal that flew against the walls 
and floors. You can see a line of bullet 
holes obviously caused by strafing Japa­
nese fighter planes. You can see immense 
chunks of metal gouged out of the mor-

tars by heavy caliber artillery shells or 
bombs that must have killed the gun 
crew outright. I was told by Sergeant 
Guardacasa who accompanied me on 
my photographic tour that at the capitu­
lation none of the mortars was standing 
upright, they were all blown off their 
mountings. Shortly after the war the 
Filipinos raised them to the upright posi­
tion shown in the photo above. They did 
this with the intention of preserving these 
mortars as part of a shrine that is still to 
be started." 

(Continued on next page) 
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CONTINUED CORREGIDOR REVISITED 

" T HE HELMET in this photo, while 
rusted out, is still in reasonable 

shape. The webbing on the inside is 
completely rotted out and the shell of the 
helmet was paper thin. J t is not unusual 
to find mementoes of the conflict 
throughout the jungle, although this was 
the only helmet I found. I found many 
shells, from 30-caliber rifle on up to 
3-inch and 12-inch mortar shells of the 
various batteries, both Japanese and 
American. ln the tremendous explosions 
that must have occurred within the bat­
teries themselves, shells and shell cases 
were blown into the jungle and there 
they lay for the last 25 years. Many are 
still undetonated." 

"TArs PHOTO shows what was left of .the comm. and post and the blockhouse of 
Battery James. Of the batteries on the island , Battery Way, Battery Geary, 

Battery Kysor were the only batteries that proved to be effective against the Jap­
anese during the siege." 
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'T HIS CHAPEL was built by the Fili-
pinos at the end of hostilities and is 

the sole addition of the last two decades 
--the only thing done on Corregidor to 
establish the island as a shrine. The 
chapel is now in the last stages of decay. 
There are no whole windows ano the 
corrugated metal roof and siding are 
rusting out. while the ever-present jungle 
overruns it even to the extent of sending 
up plant growth through the floors. The 
pews are falling apart." THE END 
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Sharks, exposure claimed 480 

Ship sinking surviv rs recall terror 
By John Gorman 
ClllctQO Tri!Wnl Pf~S $erV!c» 

INDIANAPOLIS--"He was bJt and lifted right out or the wa~r in 
the shark's mouth. He \\as screanUng and hollering, but it was over 
4ft a .econd. Then we swam away £rom the blood." 

Gus Kay, one ot 316 survivors of the 19-15 sinking of the USS 
Tndlanapolis, was recalling one of the grim and most unexpected 
enemies of the tragedy He had juit arrived at the Atkinson Hotel for 
the fourth reunion of the survivors held this weekend. 

Kay, 48, who made the trip from Elmwood Park, can now speak 
unhesitatingly about his five-day ordeal 450 miles off the coast of the 
Philippines just 34 days before World War IT ended. 

But for Kay, who was a gwmer's mate, and the other survivors or 
tbt July SO, 1945, disaster in which 880 men died, it has not always 
been so. The Indianapolis sank with 400 men below deck after being 
struck b} two Japanese torpedoes. 

AMONG THOSE left floating ln the Pacific, waiting in lifejackets, 
rafts, or floating nets, another 480 died before rescuers arrived­
drowned, died of wounds, or were killed by sharks. 

"1 still get nightmares about it," said Robert McGuiggan, SS, of 
8643 N. Oakley Av. "Even today I get flashbacks-something will trip 
me off. 

"It was the third day I saw my first shark, you see. We were all 
split off into little groups. My group was in a semicircle. This guy 
about three feet from me yells, and then be was gone-that fast. 
Then I saw the shark, about 10 or 12 feet long, swimming away. But 
there were guys disappearing all the time. 

"At first it wasn't so bad; we thought that a radlo mesaage had 
been sent. The general feeling was 'Okay, here's SO days' leave.' 
That's what you get when you lose a vessel. But by the second day 
we knew no message had been sent. 

"WE COULD SEE the shark swimming beneatb us. We -were n·ylng 
to bold on to the wounded and the guys witheut lifejackets. By the 
thlrd day some of the men were beginning to hallucinate. They'd say 
they were golng down to the ship to get a drink of fresh water from 
tbe spigot. We tried to stop them, but they'd dive and never come 
back up." l\fcGuiggan was a gunner's mate then; he is a bricklayer 
now. 

"We couJd feel them passing by underneath," be said. "I saw four 
or five guys get hit by shark!. There would be a splash, and then the 
guy would disappear. That was it." 

Altho estimates vaty as to the number killed by sharks, the figure 
c1ted by most here JS the 70 to 80 ventured by a crew member, Dr. 
Gtles McCoy, chairman of the Indianapolis SurVlvors Association. 

'fhe survivors were spread out over an eight-square mile area. All 
the saJlors y,:ere aware of tbe sharks but had other problems. 

"By the fourth day I had JUSt about had 1t," satd Dan Spencer, 60, 
another gunner's mate. "I was floattng in that life jacket looking up 
at the sky. I told the guy next to me, 'l can't take it. I'm going to 
ha\'e a drink {of salt water J.' But I looked mto the sky and saw my 
wife and three kids. l told myself, 'Dan, one more day.' We were 
ptcked up the followmg day." Spencer is now a retired welder from 
Morns, Ill. 

MOST OF TIJE 1\lEN who survived were sleeping on deck, just 
commg on duty, or had just been relieved. The majority of the men 
who were below deck when the torpedo.es hit went down with the 
stup. 

Some survtvors might have gone down with their shipmates bad it 
not been for an alert Navy ptlot on routine patrol Aug. 2, 1945. 

"We were Oying at 4,000 feet and we bad a fouled·up antenna," 
satd Chuck LAngelJ Gwmn, who flew a PV-1 plane. "I had gone back 
to help the men untangle it As I looked out the rear gunner's hatch, 
I noticed 'an oil slick. I thought it was from a sub that had just dived, 
so I d.Jd an 180-degree turn and beaded back at about 100 feet." 

"l was just about to drop the depth charges when I noticed some 
men waVlng m the water. I l'adioed back to the base that there were 
some men down at ttus locatlon. I didn't know they were from the 
IndJanapolls. I dtdn't even know if they were Americans or Japanese 
unttJ the next day " 

Some surv1vors still wonder who was to blame for their ordeal. 
'fhe skipper, Capt. Charles McVay, was found guilty of negligence 

at a court martial, but his sentence was later remitted. None of the 
survivors questioned bad anything but praise for their captain. In 
1968 McVay committed suicide, according to Richard Newcomb, au· 
thor of ~'Abandon Ship," which chronicled the tragedy. 

Four shore·based officers were reprimanded for failure to report 
the stup O\'erdue, but the Navy also l.lfte« those repnmands after a 
hearmg. 



'4 Chtcar~o Tribune, Sunday March 20, 1977 

Philippines to celebrate World War II liberation 
Conlinurd ITnm Jllll:f' .! I 

After '' e drnvl' arro"~ the bndge In 
·samar to take phnto~raphs , two othrr 
-vehrclc~ pull<'d up '' tlh a do1cn .lapane'e 
touristl; - all mt>n in their :lOs and .tns, 
obviously too young to haq~ (ought m the 
war Onl• could onlv a"sume thev wcr<' 
\ 'tsrung the rsland' hccau'e therr iather' 
or othPr relauws had been th~:rt!. 

Worth 'et•ing in Tarlnban Cit} is the \\" 
S. Pnce mansion \\ herl' M;trArthur es 
tabh>hed hrs llrst headquarter~ aftct thP 
Leyte landrng flit's F.s(H!r<~nza Prrcc <~n 
adoplt'cl d<tu~hlt'r of thP late \lr Prrre, 
led us to thl' hr~h · r!'lhnged room whrrf' 
MacArthur slept and thr anteroom \qlh 
the holt' rn the \\-all made by a shell 

\\ hrch mb...-ed him bv about 10 feel on ht~ 
hN nrght tn the sturd~ home It was 
built rn 1908 by the same en~ineer who 
al-.o burlt the forWicattons on the •~land 
of Corregidor 

'IE \RBY IS THE white Levte Prn\ In· 
croll Caprtol where MacArthur read .1 

prodamatJon on Oct 23. 19«, commem· 
oraltnl! the retwn or the Phrhpprne I!O\'• 

Nnment from exile and handrng rt OH•r 
to Prc~tclent Sergio O,mena lmpre,~t\t' 
murals on the marble facade illu~triltr 
the h1~lonc landing on Rrd Beach aod 
portray some of the military and j!O\ern 
ment leaders 
Con~rderable construcllon work t~ go 

ing on just south of Tacloban Cr ty <It 

l'o'A1 !ilv..,_., !'MIO 

; Mddlestde Barracks stretched :or nearly a m re 
• on Correg dar and housed thousands o' olltcers 

and enltsted men a hasp •a1 servrce clue, and 
tv.o schools 

Pa1o when• Roo Beach w;.o; located In 
tht' center of Palo st.1nds the town ·s larRe 
c;~thedral whi~h wa~ ronvrrted by Fili· 
prno-American troop~ mto an emergency 
hospttal rn 19-14 ln,ide the church is an 
ornate hand-caned ton \'Pur old altar 

Another ··must' for \'.tsttor~o to the 
Phthpprnes i'\ a tnp to Corregtdor, the 
tadpole -~haped 1sland .11 th~ entrance to 
:"llanila Bay ~~ohit·h held out al!atn!il the 
.Japane'e for three month~ under dtHicult 
condrtron' al!am't oH•rwhelmmg odd' 

\lihtarv hr,lon.ms crrdrt the hrstonc 
stand that urd up the .JapanesE> ;tt Cor· 
rt'J!tdor as prondtnl! a murh needed 
bre;~thrr. enahlinf.! thp \ml'nran' and 
Au~trahans to rernvrr !rom thr dcvast.al· 
lng Pearl H;ubor Day los~e~ 

IT'S POS!\IfJLE to rf'nt • helkoptrr to 
reach Corregtdor from ~1anila but most 
visitors usl' the hydrofOil or twrn-hulled 
steamer whrch provrde darly servrce. 

Atop Correg1dor rn vtew of the battle 
damaged buildmgs 'tand~ the rmpres· 
<:tve yet simple Paciftr War Memorial 
which W<t~ financed hy the Unrted States 
Congress rn t%-1 In the center of the 
lar~e rotund~< rs a ctrcular ;tltar \'isrtors 
to this memortal dE'S(:rtbe the e)(perrcnre 
as truly emotional when one c:on~rder!; 
the casuallie« ~uf(ennl! itnd rlt·,trul'llun 
of the detender~ ~orne 13 000 nf whom 
survrved tn "urrcndt'r then begrn the 
Bataan Death March 

At Bataan acrns~ from Conel(tdor, rs a 

ShrtnP of \'alor atop 1 ;;()().foot :'-11 Samat 
On a clear ntght the 311-(oot steel and 
cont'rete ern~\ can he seen in :.tanila 25 
mlics away Thousands of Flliprnos VISit 
thr~ memorial every spring during Ba 
taan Week from Apnl 1·9 when expost 
lions parade~ . and other spec~al event-. 
are hrld 

Back tn \lamia, 15 major hotels h;ne 
been opened srnce last year Atnnng 
the m•v.; ho,telr1es are the 16-:.ton :\lamia 
G<trcl"n c hll rooms! 211-story Century 
P.uk Shl't••Um 1510 rooms· \lamia M•:tn· 
darln Monarch Phthppine Plaza i'ltamla 
Penrnsula plus hrgh-me Ramada and 
llohday Inn\ 

Wl'l'H 1'111•: numh«.'r or Manila holrl 

room" reachrng 13,000, the Ptuhpptnr.s 
ar(' rPacly for a maJOr rncrease in toun\t 
lrilv('\ Due to government travel reMric· 
trons. only about 190 rncomrng rnterna. 
trona! fhghl~ arrive in Manila each week 
compAred with more than 500 goin~t rnto 
Hong Kong and Srngapc~re 

\to,t ftN·trme visrtor' to thr Phrhp 
pmr~ are hkely to forget that Ens:h~h ,,. 
the dominant language 1n the ••lands and 
are 'u' pn ed to see 'evl'r<~l Manrla daily 
new•paprrs rn Enf.!hsh 

The Rl'unton for Peace program ~hould 
help to keep thP :-.tamla hotels near 
c.tp.;ctl \' thi~ !ear as thou,ands llf World 
\Vat II vrterans and thl'tr famihe\ arl' 
~>xprctrd In milkP a noMals:ic return to 
thr PhtlipJitnes. 



This is typical of the long-range gun ballenas at Correg•dor. Atop Cor· 
reg•dor, 1n v1ew 01 ballle·damaged butld1ngs, 1s the Pacific War Memonal 

Philippines to host 
• 

a peace reunlon 
By Martin Shertdan 
LE\ TE. Philippint·,-Oct. :?n .... m com· 

memorate the :l3d annl\etsan· of the 
beginnmg ol the hber.ttlon of the Phillp­
pme Islands by a huge naval army force 
at Leyte unrler the command of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur Mo't of the battle 
scars ha\e long smce been t•ra~cd . The 
palm-.runmed areil at P&lo, about four 
m•les ~uth of Taclob:~n Cil \', wh1ch was 
des1gnated Red Beat'h m 1'14~ •~ almn~t 
as idyllic a~ it wa~ befort' World War II 

Offshore, lhe rusting rt>mllln~ of an old 
LCVP landing <'rail protrude from the 
warm sea as a Silent rrmlndt>r of t hr 
Leyte landing wherr the hrsl kam1kal!'S 
appeared With the help of VIllagers hv 
mg near the beach whrr<' MacArthur 
landed, at .least two .Japanrse gun Nil 
placements can be lucaled, evrn thon~h 
they are well h1dden by undrrgrowth 
Otherwise. all is peact·ful. \\ilh lll!'t•k!'nd 
picnicker;; from T,1clob:m City sin~mg 
and playmg the1r J:ultars or listenmg to 
their transistors along tormt:>r lllllll\1011 
beaches . 

Another major im'8\lon IS plannt1! for 
lhls year. This ume 11 's a Rt>union lor 
Peare, so desi~:nated by Phihppme Pre~l· 
dent Ferdinand E. ~larcos a former 
guemlla fighter. He has mv1ted all the 
~ervicemen ""ho served in t11e Ph111ppmes 
tiu=mg \\orld W:sr 11, both Allied .. nd 
A.'OS, to ren~t.1t the ·~lands, "meet m 
brothe~hood and t~ether recall tht> sad­
ness 01 the past and appn·c1ate the JOVS 

or ~he present. and draw fresh \ •cor for 
thetr dt>c:hcat1on to the cause of peacf' •• 

INFOR\tATIO\ . \BOliT tht J>hilippinr 
reumon and spec1hc tours can be oh· 
tamed from Onent ~fllrkeltng Srrl'1re~ 
323 Geary St San Franrhco, Cal 941112' 
<The phone numhl'r I' -115 391 ll57R ) Sl'l'A 
World Travel lor anstnnrt:>. to; o!lt:>ring a 
17·day, 16-mghl packag!' 111 a !>tandard 
hotel for $599 a per~un £rum Siill Fr:tii('IS 

co. Round·Lr1p, Ch1cagcdo-Muntls1 14 to 
21 day excurswn far!' on Ph1ltpplne Air 
lines 1s Sl ,34~ The airhn!' also h;ts a 
17-day San Franrisrc•-Manila ('harlf'r tor 
$550. 

• To addition, Ph1lipptnl" A1rhnes Ph1ltp· 
pme_ Aero-Tran~port, and thP Philippine 
National Railways is of(~>nng !nrmer 
~rv1cemen and their f11mihes 11 mtm· 
mum 30 per cent d1scount on dome~t1c 
fares Wlthm the Islands. For e.xample, 

PHILIPPINES 

the regular round trip tourist fare from 
~hn1la to Tacloban City 1-. now S521Jt, 
S79 !!0 for hl15band and wue undt>r a fam1· 
ly fare plan 

The Department of Tourism i~ promot· 
mg Reuruon ior Peace by nC$!Ollatmg 
wtth hotels, souvenir and other shops. 
and ~lj:!ht<:eemg tour operators for spccutl 
d1scounts of not less than 30 per cent th1s 
ye~r for the former Gl visitors. all of 
wh1ch poml to excellent tra\·el values for 
those who qualify 

Those eligible for the special di<counts 
mclude members or the armed forces­
Amencan, Australian, New Zealand 
Japane<e and Filipino - who st>rvcd 1~ 
the Ph1lippmes during World War II the 
immediate members of their famtlil'~ 
inl'lusive of grandchildren, or lhetr im: 
mediate survivors including grandchil 
dren. re11ardless of whether the veteran 
d1ed rluring or after the war Alht:>d 
forc:!'s who served in the islanrls after the 
\\ ar aho will be eligible for the di<;counts 
"ht~l·ause their service contnbutl'd to the 
cau~e of peace '' Their !amthes and sur· 
\'11·ors also \~ill be included 

Cuuoms and 1mmigrahon oUic1:tl" 
have been dl!'ected to exped1te the PO• 
trance of aU Reunion for Peace \isltors 
and to liberalize their travel to and from 
the Phibppmes by waiving vtsa requ1re· 
m<-.nts. amonl! other thing<;. 

. 

OS LE'k"TE lb~ Red B~arh ana wbue. 
MacArthur and thou..'8Dds of troops v.t:>nt 
a~hore has been beautified ,:rbe Phlhp­
pmt> Airlines jet night from Manila to 
Tacloban City took 70 minutes co cover 
the 350 m1les There's a ne\1 terminal 
bulld1ng w1th atr-conditioned wa1110g 
room, complete with tele\'i'>ion sets. It 
was a far cry from the rough dirt strip tn 
u<:t:> 111 the fall of 1944 

Pnvate .cars and jeepneys were avail· 
abll' lor lme at rates which were nel!nll· 
able The jeepneys are the custom 
converted Willys Jeeps, with one-{11 a 
kind pamt jobs and decorations. whidl 
prOI'Ide the mosl inexpensive trnnsporla 
lion m the Philippines There are ab11ut 
40 .1)0(1 of them 

~·ir~t pomt of interest was the new "S" 
~hapt:>d Marcos Brid~e wtuch joms Le1·te 
and Samar. respectively. the Clghth and 
th1rd larf.!e~l of the i.IOO Ph1hpp1ne Jo;. 
t •• nrls It IS 7,000 feet long and toll fl.-e 

Continued on pal(t Zl 

CHINA 

Plolloppmo Sea -.... 

15 t.l ~ 
-=-~ 

..... , 
$ 



Unit~ Pceu loten:atloaal 

At t'ercmoniec; in the Philippines marking the 35th 
anniversary or the fall of Bataan in World War Ii. 
a sonivor of the 19-12 'Death March," Carl llordim 
of Wisconsin, right, J)rcscnt.s Philippine President 
l\larcos with messa~:"e from Wi.>consin's governor. 

, Amerlt'ans <':IJ>tur(•d on Bataan start four-day 
ch to a prison cam}>, in a \\ a rtime photograph. 

I 
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Bataan Revisited 
'Death 1\larch' Survivors Cite Failure 

Of Gen. 1\IacArthur to Prepare for Siege 
By Bernard Weidman 

6!X'CI&l to Th Y..aabh11:ton Po•' 

BATAAN, the Phlllppincs, April 9 
-It was a hot and dusty trek today 
to Mt Samat on Bataan. But we 
mostly did it in air conditioned buses 
-which were hot nevertheless. Noth­
ing compared to the "Death March" 
made by 70,000 \merican nod Filipino 
G l's 35 years ago, on AprU 9, 1942. 

Todav. nt>arlv 200 Amt>rican vet­
erans, "wln•s. a"nd widow~ of Philip· 
pine campaigns and about 50 of their 
Japane!'e counterparts met at ;\It. 
Samat and shook hands to heal the 
wound!! of war. But mostly, they rem. 
ini. ced about battles lost and battles 
won. 

Burt F.llls of Fredley, Minn., for­
merly of the 31st Infantry Regiment, 
looked out the window of the bus 
we were riding and pointed out bat­
tle scenes to his t'Ompanions: "There 
were no house~ on this road then. ·• 

Ellis, along with all other Allled 
troops on Bataan. surrendered and 
was forced to make the four-day 
Death March ot more than 70 miles 
to Internment camps ln Tarlac Prov­
\'lnce to th<> <>a~t. ()f some 60,000 
taken prtsoner, only 41 451 arrived ,pt 
the cnmps. Only 20,308 came out 
ali\'e at the end of the war. 

Paul Nagurn<.•y of r\ia~ara Falls. 
KY.. the only sun'IVing member or 
the lith Siena! Platoon, recalled the 
iood tn the camps: "The maggots in 
the rice. You had to cloc;e your eyes." 
He \\as tran~ferred to an internment 
c·amp In 0:-.aks, ,Japan, In 1944 and 
says, "It wa!l woue than the Philip­
pine camps, \t least in the Philip­
pines you could keep warm." 

One of the former .JapanE.'se soldlers 
who escortf'd the GI'c; on the march 
was i\fasaru 1';~kcshlta . He says that 
he was carrying a machine~un, walk­
in~ alongside the ,\llied soldiers. and 
did not understand why they could 
not keep the pace smce they had n..o 
guns to carry. 

The s·cason they c•oul<ln t was !hot 
they were malnourished from eating 
only half-rations and most were ill 
with dysentery and malarta Gen. 
Dou glas '1ac \s·thur, commander of 
all forces In lhe Philippines, withdrew 
hts dlvisions-mamly raw I<'ilipino re-· 
c ruits and Amerlran National Guards­
men-to tht> Batnan peninsula hoping 
to tie dov.·n the .Japanese in a six­
month siege until rcin.forcements 
came. But he had failed to storkpile 
pro\'isions for e\·en a one-month stege. 
The troops ate all the horses of the 
26th Cavalry Regiment. according to 
~agurney. 

Sunivon who returned for the re­
union here claim that MacArthur 
actually lost the PhUipplne campalgn 
on the first day of the war-Dec. 8, 
1941, on this side of the international 
dateline. They said that despite in­
formation on the outbreak of hostili­
ties, he did nothing to protect his alr 
forces. 

The former governor or Indiana 
(1969-1973), Edgar Whitcomb, a B-17 
navigator in 1941, explained: "We 
were confident that we could prevail 
in a matter of about six month!!-that 
we would have the situation well in 
hand ... But most of our planes <50 
B-17sl were destroyed on the ground 
at Clark Field the first day of the 
war, and we were relegated to ground 
troops from that time to the fall of 
the Philippines." 

Whitcomb and 11,000 other troops 
surren~ered on Corregldor a month 
aiter the fall of Bataan. MacArthur, 
who had escaped to Australia, ordered 
aU his troops on Bataan and Corregi­
dor to fight to the death. Jsadore 
Hanken, a veteran of Miami Shores, 
Fla., says: "I bated MacArthur be­
cause be thought he was God." 

The commemorative marker at :Mt. 
Samat, which is topped by a 275-foot . 
cross. reads· "On this ~round gallant 
men chose to die rather than sur­
render." Some did, but most were too 
diseased too poorly trained, and too 
poorly t:ed to ba\·e much stomach for 
fighting. 

Had :\tacArthur accepted an ear11er 
Japanese request to c;urrtonder his 
troops. many more ,... ould han~ 11\'ed, 
survivors say. They add that the stand 
at Bataan accomplished nothing, 
smce the remainder of the country 
had already fallen under Japanese 
occupation. 

In a speech at tod:ty'!> anniversary 
riles, U.S. Ambassador William II. 
Sullivan concluded. "There are no 
solutions in warfare ... Warfare is 
not a proper instrument of national 
policy." Japan's charge d':lffaircs, 
l\1akoto Taniguchi, struck a dlffel'etlt 
note when he said: "Every man needs 
a Bataan-an altar and a cross where 
he can pray." He went on to point 
out that •· 'neace in our time' is JD· 

deed illusive." 
Yet i:t was clear that among the vet­

erans and wtdows of both ssd<>s, there 
were painful memones not yet stilled. 

• As Whitcomb, who had been tortured 
tor weeks m a l\tanila dungeon. said. 
--y just thank the Lord for making it 
possible for me to be here today and 
to be alive." 

------ - --



By JO\~'E C\RPESl ER 
Herald Staff\\ riter 

Many memones of war 
are best forgotten, but one 
Oskaloosa man and hts wife 
traveled to the Philippines 
recently to parhctpate m the 
35th anntversary of the bitter 
World War II Rattle of 
Bataan 

Hubert Hough, !Gil 9th 
Ave. East, was a young 
sailor wtth the U.S. Navy m 
1942 when he was captured 
by the Japane~e as a 
prisoner of war at Ft 
Hughes on Carabao Island in 
the Philippines. He spent the 
next three years and four 
months as a P OW at a 
prison camp on the •sland 
Provmce of Palawan 

He and many other 
Amencan, Japane~e and 
Ftlipmo veterans were tn­
VJted guests of Phthppme 
P resident Ferdmand E 
Marcos to " Remember 
Bataan" and "to gtve per 
sonal tcsllmony to the final 

veteran 
end of the war " 
Marc~. him~elf, was a 

lieutenant 11 ho fought at 
Bataan and led a patrol that 
destroyed a Japanese 
mortar position 10 the bailie 

The lloughs were m the 
Phihppmes from lllarch 31 to 
Apnl 17 On April 9, the 
Jctual anmversary date of 
the fall of Bataan pemnsula 
of Western Luzon, the mam 
island off the Philippines, 
the groups of veterans were 
pohce·escorted to Mt. Samat 
10 Bataan where special 
ceremonies were held 

"It was the first big 
reumon for peace program," 
llough sa.d "It was his 
<Marcos) way of saying 'I'm 
sorry' for all of the hves lost 
and land destroyed." 

When Hough and hts wife 
Verla returned to the 
Phthpptncs m l\larch, Hough 
satd he found "thmgs the 
way I left them only more 
poeple" 

I feel sorry for them <the 
~·•hpmosl The Phllippmes 

-

hasn t been rebuilt fully. 
There are ne11 bulldmgs up 
but next to them are 
buildings that 11ere bombed 
out and nel'er rebutlt or 
cleared away," Hough satd 

The only modern facthty 
at Palawan was a com· 
merctal atrport, the runway 
of whtch Hough helped build 
when he was a P 0 W there 

"They are happy like they 
are. If 1t gets too modern it 
will rum that part of the 
country," Hough satd. 

Since Hough was a Bataan 
veteran he and his wtfe were 
special guests of the 
government Therefore, 
thetr baggage wasn't 
searched and they had no 
problems gettmg mto or out 
of the country They were 
mvtted to several luncheons 
and always had "constable 
protecllon." 

"The Prestdent tssued 
orders for us not to be 
searched If anythmg would 
have happened to us <the 
l'eteransl 1t could have 

~~~;.~'-*~~,~~~~~~S~&';·-::::~::::::::~~;~:X:!*~~·~~··A;o.·.~~··{·(:f(~···: .. -...,._~~~~·.;.;.~;$;/~;Z'; 
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Veterans reunited 
Preparing to board a Philippine 

Airline jet at San Francisco In­
ternational Ai rport to return to the 
Philippines under that nation's 
Reunion for Peace program are 
Hubert Hough (far right) of 
Oskaloosa and three of his World 

War II buddies (from the left ): 
Andy Aquil a of Los Angeles, 
Hyman Bernstein of Altamonte 
Springs, Fla., and Herbert Linton 
of Leesport, Pa. All four were 
POWs in the Philippines. 
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returns to round 
~ta 1 ted another war,' Hough 
satd 

Whtle 10 the t>htllppin~. 
;\lr and ;\Irs Hough found 
mam dtffercnces tn dlstoms 
bell1·cen the Amcncan and 
the Phthppme culturClli Mrs 
Hough reca ned that they and 
two other couples were all 
dressed up but were told by 
"nnmaculately dressed" 
bellhops in a l\la01la hotel 
that they "took no pride m 
the•r clothes" All clothes in 
the PhtliJll!llll'S are custom· 
made and ftt pet+fectly, 
accordmg to the Houghs. 

However . away I rom 
modern Manila, tn the 
"barrios," Ismail v.Uag~ l 
chtldren of s i>. or seven still 
aren't wearmg clothes and 
adults even "car very little 
ctothmg At e:~ch hut 10 the 
l'lllage~ ts someone making 
somethmg "Each house is a 
httle store," !llr~ Hough 
said Anythtng from key 
chams. wood obJects and 
grass sktrts are for sale 
there. 

And thtngs there can be 
purchased l'ery reasonably 
because wages are very low 
The lloughs said a 
professional person such as 
a nurse or a teacher is 
maktng top wages at $1 10 a 
day At that wage many can 
afford to htre domestic help 
at $10 a month. 

"They thmk Amencans 
work too hard School 
teachers there. have 
someone to lay out their 
clothes, drive them to 
school, do their housework, 
pick them up from school 
and have the evening meal 
prepared for them," Mrs. 
Hough satd 

But on the other hand, the 
Ftllpmos think Amencans 

are too fat and don't get 
enough exerciSe. 

;\Irs. Hough said the food 
in the Phtlippines was in­
teresting and most of 1t qutte 
good "Some of •t ts 
dehc•ous. We tned 
everything everi though we 
dtdn't always know what we 
were eating. We couldn't ask 

' 

1\hal we were eahng etther 
since the waitresses couldn' t 
speak Enghsh " 

Mrs Hough satd the dtet 
consisted largely of ftsh and 
nee and fruits. "We usually 
got two salads - one was 
lettuce and frutt and the 
other was fish mixed wtth 
vegetables. Everything was 

marinated and seldom ever 
cooked." 

Would the Houghs ever go 
back again? "I could never 
go back again because my 
health isn't very good, so I'm 
glad that we went when we 
dtd," Hough said 

The Houghs said one of the 
special htghlights of their 

trip was getlt ng 
reacquainted with a :'llrs. 
Tinidad Hartman who was 
the wife of the late governor 
Higmio 1\ledoza who was 
executed by Japanese 
during the war :llrs. Hart· 
man and the Houghs had 
kept m touch since the blcek 
World War II days 

JUST MINUTES FROM YOUR 

-

DOOR ••• 
is Southern Iowa's 
largest selection 

of Diamonds. 

okin diamonds are bigger, better, brighter 
and always cost less. See our huge selection .. 

Priced from $62.50 to $2950. At Bookin's, in 
whatever price range you can af.ford, you will receive the finest 
diamond obtainable at that price .. . and convenient credit at 
no extra charge. Every diamond 
is a guaranteed value. 

• 
N 

11110111 'or ""• Diamonds For Olotr 

Don't miss Seifert's Dress Spectacular ... 

' 1 WEEK ONLY! 
OUR ENTIRE SPRING AND 

SUMMER COLLECTION 

% 



• • Itorta s. 
" W E S HALL ~OT FORGET" 

By: Sergeant Anthony 

.. \ I y G o d . h o ~ 
could human betngs 
do that to one 
another")' , thought 
II enry Ro,c:nbloom 
\.- F W Dtrector­
Chatrrnan of the 1978 
Mcmortal Day 
Program at J effcrson 
Barracks Nattonal 
Cemetery li e stood 
lookmg down .ll the 
huge tablet-ltke grave 
marker covered wtth 
the names of 123 men 
etched deep tnto tts 
grantte face The men 
had been \ mencan 
Pmoner' of War. ex­
ecuted by Japanee ... e 
~oldiers on Palawan 
bland , Phtltpptnes, 
dunng World War II 
The masstve 35 b} 40 
foot tomb •~ one of the 

largest group bunals 
of tt~ l"nd in the 
I.J mted State) 

The War Crtmes 
Commt\Ston Report 
recounts that on Dec. 
14, 1944, ~orne 50 
Japanee\e guardl., 
angered by con~tant 
arr ratds by Amencan 
flyers, forced their 
captrves tnto the 
mouth of a cave and 
drenched the helpless 
pmoners wuh buckets 
of gasoltne and >et lire 
to them The few who 
attempted to escape 
from the burntng 
holocaust ~ere 
machtne gunned, then 
methodrcally 
bayoneted The 
followtng day. the 
pnson camp was taken 

Group Burial 

by Amencan Forces 
As Henry 

Rosenbloom ~tood 
mottonless before the 
tomb. his memory 
transported htm back 
3-1 years to the Phtltp­
ptnes during 1944, 
where he, as a young 
man serving with the 
5th U.S. Army Air 
Corps. had par­
tictpated wtth the 
Philippine ltbcratton 
He could still recall 
the pungent odor of 
burnt gun powder, and 
the el(ctted yells of JOY 
from the ISlanders a~ 
American troops mov­
ed inland from the 
beaches. 

A btrd's maung call 
brought Henry back to 
the present. " I'll be 

Ptctured here ts the group 
burial ol 123 Amencan Pnsoners 
of War. executed dunng World 
War Two (Re-mterment Jeffer­
son Barracks Nattonal 

Cemetery, 1952.) The group 
bunal Is the largest of •Is ktnd In 
a U S Cemetery in the Untted 
States 

60, .. Henry satd 
"Most of these men 
here would be about 
the ... ame age. What a 
ternble waste" He 
,hake~ his head as if to 
d"lodge further 
thought on the subJect. 
Slowly, he turns and 
continues his tour. 

Mr. Rosenbloom tS 
a life member of the 
Veteran~ of Foretgn 
Wars. lie was selected 
by the Inter-Veterans 
l\lcmonal Da) Service 
Commtttee to direct 
the huge memortal 
program at the 
National Cemetery 
fhe commttlee is com­
po\ed of 1-1 veteran 
and patnotrc groups 10 
the greater St. Louts 
area who band 
together with single 
purpose of mtnd, to 
conduct a "belitung 
-~e"" tce of respect" to 
thetr comrade-tn-arrrtS 
tnterred beneath the 
hallowed ground at 
J effer~on Ba cracks 
1'\Jattonal Cemetery 
l he commtllee, form­
ed 23 years ago. states 
!>tmply thetr motto, 
"We shall not forget". 
The program con­
~umc~ a year's plan­
nrng to arrange Last 
)'C • .lr, .the J\mencan 
Legton hcdd the 
honor~. 

"It ., 'trange," com­
ment\ Henry· "l'"e 
bcc:n to tht., cemetery 
mJny ttin~ but I've 
ne\'cr really seen 11 un­
til today The 
cemetery ts absolutel) 
bcauttful, peaceful, 
and qutct " " I am 
·"' ed b) tts enormtty 
and \Crentty, not JUSt 
'"' 309 acres and 65,-
000 tntermenh, but b) 
the le~-;on~ of htstory 
one can learn b) walk-

IConunued On Page 24) 



24 COUNlY NEWS Wednesday, Moy 24, 1978 

"Not Forget' treasure they possess, 
r1ght at thetr 
doorsteo" (Conunued From Page 4) 

1ng through liS narrow 
lanes Amer1can 
h1~tory is there, and 
there," says t~e old 
\~arnor, as he po10ts 
to headstones reveal­
Ing a poruon of passed 
life engraved on II\ 
face. 

" I am as gu1hy a\ 
an) one," contmue~ 
llenry. "Like most 
people. Jeffer \on 
Barracks 1s ou t of 
~1ght and out of m1nd 
<.iort of orr the beaten 
path. you m1ght ~ay 
The people around St 
Loui' have no 1dea the 

l::.x - Union Gen 
Joh n A Logan, ser· 
v1ng as Commander· 
1n-Ch1ef of the Grand 
Army of the ReP.ubhc 
(G A R ). a c1v1l war 
veterans organtzallon 
~~~ued special orders 
dc'lgnattng "'1ay 30 to 
be set aside for the 
purpose of pay1ng 
homage to those "ho 
fell 1n battle. S1nce 
that connlct over 100 
year' ago and vanous 
lcg1'-lation 
enac tm ents. all 
honorable dl\charged 
veteran~ from all war& 

are now permuted 10-
terrment here 

··Yes, these ep1taphs 
tell of 152 years of 
htstory," relate s 
D1rector Rosenbloom. 
as be continues his 
stroll through the long 
even rows of white 
headston~ stretchmg 
as far as the eye can 
see Ro senbl oom 
catches an object of 
keen interest and stops 
before a large spec1ally 
designed tombstone. 
He reads to h1mself, 
" 8-25 bomber. 41 7th 
Bomber Group. 673rd 
Squadron, 5th U S. 
Arm) Air Corps. lost 
in the jungles of New 

Gui 
22, I fe turns 
away with tears 10 his 
eyes He feels a close 
kinsh1p for these par­
ticular men 

He reaches IOtO hts 
pocket fo r a 
handkerchief, and 
remove-. h1s glasses to 
w1pe h1s eyes He IS 
unashamed of hts 
compaH1on The 
names of the ten 
crewmen are also 
listed on the face of 
the stone. 

"Thl\ a1rcraft was 
discovered b} an oil 
exploration company 
26 year'> after bemg 
repontd 'm1ss1ng and 
presumed lost,'" 
states the Director, 
"and 1nterrcd here in 
1971 " "They were in 
the jungle all those 
years wailing to come 
home." lie walks on 

"Over in that dtrec­
tlon ~a)' H cnr} 
\\h1le pomtmg, "are 
the grave \lie~ of over 
1000 Confedera te 
~old1c" \\hO d1cd dur-
10& thc (I\ II\\ ar And 
o'er there. men of the 
Rc:\oluttonary w ltr, 
tbc Spam'h \ mencan 
\\ ar .tnd \\ orld \\ ar 
1 "bery war. ever) 
branch of service, and 
the three thousand 
'Unknown Sold1ers' 
.. M ) God, what a 
temble. ternble waste. 
\l< h} can' t people 
learn to hvc together"'' 
he ~1gho; deeply. "That 
" \\hat Memonal Da} 
Progr.1ms arc all 
about The)' w11\ be 
remembered. The 
thouc;ands Interred 
here and the 
thou!>~nd., bu ned in 
the other two U S 
ccmetene!> 10 M ''souri 
and Jll the hundreds of 
rhnu .... tnd' interred 10 
, ' • • • 0 • • ..... ' 

'"""''''' '"" "" vug11uu1 the United 'ltatcs No 
str1" he c\asperates, 
"\\ c \\Ill not forget" 

"0\er 5000 persons 
"Ill attend the 
\lemon.tl Da) Sef\'1ce 
1n the mornmg but b} 
clo"ng t1me 25 to 30 
thou,and per .. on~ w11l 
h;nc \'1\lted th1~ ver) 
\flCCr<ll pf,l~c.'' 
Ro,enbloorn \aid 
.. The) \\Ill walk 
bel\' een the long rows 
and \ec the f1nal 
resung place' of those 
J\\artlcd for a deed of 
braver), abo\e and 
hcyond the call of du­
ty, Congrc~s ional 
Medal of ll ono r 
recipient\ r hey gave 
thcrr o;ountr} thc:1r 
mo~l .:ht:rt\hcd gall of 
all, thcir h\cs, in the 
dcfcn<oe of thetr belov­
ed nag HO\\ can we, 
the ltv1ng . g1ve 
anyth•ng lc"''" 

Rest on. embalmed 
and \ainted de.td, 'We 
Shall "'ot f- orget 

SHF Parish Picnic 
Sc\en H OI} 

f- ounder.. pamh piCniC 
w1ll be held on Sat , 
Ma) 27 on the !>chool 
ground' at 6737 Rock 
ll1ll Rd ----
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VETERAN BEATS 
ODDS, RECALLS 
WAR HORRORS 
By NICK LAMBERTO 
Atillam StaH Wrttw 

Thirty-three years ago Merle H 
Hobbs of Marengo was told he only 
had six months to live. 

For Hobbs, the forecast was the 
final bitter irony: He had lived 
through the sinking of the U S. 
Cruiser Houston and 31h years of 
~ tarvation and deprivation as a 
Japanese prisoner of war. 

He asked himself: Why tbe bitter 
dregs of a death sentence pronounced 
by friendly American doctors after 
all that? 

"Guess I fooled them," Robbs said 
wtth a broad smile during a recent 
Interview 

"J bad tuberculosis in the advanced 
stages, malaria, peUegra, dysentery, 
beri beri, round worms, book worms 
- you name it." 

But Hobbs refused to die, and arter 
being hospitalized for 3lh years -
three of those years at Iowa's 
Oakdale sanitar1um - he became a 
full-fledged and reasonably healthy 
civilian again. 
Remembers Comrades 

But Hobbs often pauses lo 
remember his fallen comrades of 
World War II. especially on Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day. 

This year Hobbs and all other 
POWs and MIAs (missing in action) 
will be honored on July 18 in a 
national recognition day 

Only his determination to survive 
kept Hobbs alive during 18 hours m 
the sea and years of slave labor as a 
POW in Java, Singapore, Burma and 
Thailand 

Hobbs, born Dec. 20. 1911, enlisted 
in the U S Navy on June 4, 1940, 
shortly after his graduation from St. 
Ansgar High School 

World War D started in September 
1939 when Httler's Nazi troops 
marched into Poland. The United 
States entered World War IT after the 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941 

Almost three months later - on 
Feb. 28, 1942 - the Crw.ser Houston 
and 12 other allied warships were 
sunk in a battle with a Japanese fleet 
in thP. Macassar Straits between 
Borneo and Java. Japan lost eight 
stups In the battle. 
Iowans Survive 

Of the 1,164 men aboard the 
Houston, only 346 survived. Hobbs 
and six other Iowans on the Houston 
were among the survivors. 

The other Iowans who lived 
through the srnk.mg and subsequent 
imprisonment were Harold McManus 
of Cherokee William R. Miles of 
Cresco, John E. Hood of Des Moines, 
Dale .T. Tlefel of Dubuque, Earl C. 
Humphrey of rural Mount Pleasant 
and Elmer L. McFadden of Washing· 
ton. 

Another Iowan - Lyle Roszell of 
Shellsburg - survtved the smking 
and the long swim wtth Hobbs, but be 
died of dysentery U1 a POW camp in 
Thailand. 

"The heat was so intense I had 
blasters on my fingers from hanging 
over the side of the ship after our an­
h·a1rcrait gun took a direct hit," 
Hobbs recalled. 

"We jumped overboard after the 
second abandon ship order and 
Roszell and I found each other in the 
dark 

"We found a life raft with 12 men 
on it and bung on that for a while 

"Then we took off by ourselves and 
started swimnung toward land and 
almost made it, but the tide took us 
out to sea again. 

"A Japanese whaleboat came by 
and the crewmen threw a line toward 
us Two men swung boat books at us. 
Finally they picked us out of the 
water 

"I didn't realize bow tired I was 
until then, after 18 hours in the water. 
I just flopped in the boat. 

"We were taken aboard a destroyer 
and gtven a cigarette and some 
water, and then put aboard the 
whaleboat again. 
Army POWs 

"Then we were dumped into the sea 
agam and later picked up by an army 

Merle H. Hobbs ln 19t2 • · 
Lost 91 pounds as POW 

Merle M. Hobbs today 
He refused ro dte 

landing craft. We were supposed to be 
Army prisOners, I guess." 

Hobbs spent most of his time as a 
POW slave laborer in jungle camps. 
He helped build the so-called "death 
railroad" through the Burma jungle 
and the famous bridge on the river 
Kwai. 

An estunated 116,000 POWs died 
building the railroad 

Hobbs weighed 178 pounds aboard 
ship. but durmg his captivity his 
wetght dropped to 87 pounds. 

Toward the end of the war Hobbs 
and other POWs managed to gain 
some weight back by scrounging apd 
steahog food 

When be was liberated l.n 
September 1945, Hobbs weighed 121 
pounds. 

"Seven of us ate 12 dozen eggs, 
toast and bacon at Calcutta," Hobbs 
recalled. "We ate all the time. I 
gained 41 pounds in 31 days." 

Hobbs' brother, Hilmer, 20, was 
killed in the Battle of the Bulge. 
Married Brother's Widow 

Robbs married hlS brother's widow 
Feb. 14, 1946, wb1le he was hospital· 
lzed in New York. 

' We wanted to keep her in the 
family " Hobbs said ''Our courtship 
mainly was by letters." 

At the age of 30, Hobbs went back 
to school for three years to learn 
watch making in Kansas City, Mo. 

Then, after a year as an apprentice, 
Hobbs passed the state exams and 
opened a small jewelry shop at St. 
Ansgar, where he had been born and 
reared. 

A year later he bought a larger 
store at Marengo and owned and 
operated that until rus retirement on 
Jan. 15, 1978. 

Since then Hobbs and his wife, 
Marilyn, have hved a leisurely life -
golfing, fishing and viSiting with sons 
Brad. Rock, Tracy and Robin, and 
four grandchildren. 

Hobbs now weighs 186 pounds and 
stands 5-9~ . 

"People ask me if we ever tried to 
escape from those Jungle camps," 
Hobbs said 

''There was no chance. You coutd!l't 
survive in the jungle. Even if you did, 
tbe hostile natives would have ki11ed 
you. 

"I'm lucky to be alive - 10 more 
ways than one " 
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Ft!tpmo sold~ers tn a 19/2 re-enac!ment of the Bataan Death March of World War 11. Atght: 
A war-lime poster marks the dnve on the home front to ratse funds for food, clothtng and 
med•cal supplies tor the POW s. ' 
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BATAAN 
RELIEF OF 

·su~ivors vs. the VA: The battle of Bataan goes on 
By Beverly Siegel 

0 
l\f. WINTER 4'vening In early 1941, 
when he was 22 and working as a 
prmter on the West Side, Paul Sar. 
no won a lottery. 

"It was the only time I've ever won any. 
thing," Sarno, who now lives in Elmwood 
Park, recalls wryly. What he won, courtesy 
of Uncle Sam and the draft, was a trip to 
the Philippmes What he '~~<Ould lose , as a 
staff serge1mt under the command of Gen. 
Douglas :'llacArthur, \\3S h•~ freedom for 
three ~ears - and hts health. 

Begmnmg Monday 10 Ptttsburgh. the 
Amencan Defenders of Balaan and Cor­
regtdor IS hold10g 1ts J,>th annual con\'enllon. 
'The late John Wayne - t·nshr•ned m innum­
erable ct•lluloid saga" - may always be our 
nat1011al symbol of World War 11 heroism 
and bulldog c'!urage agamst foretgn foes, but 
the 2,000 surv1vors of Balaan, a peninsula on 
Luzon that JUts around Marula Bay, and 
Corregtdor, a ~mall island off 1ls south~rn 
lip, are the real thing. E;Jch is a hvmg tes· 
t1mon~· to human tenacity and the Will to 
survive. 

'Cbcv w~r.· rluorued from the ~l;trl On 
.L), <· ll, J911 , a d.-y •• Her olapan(· 1 •• Lombors 
d<'e1mnted Amf'rica's Parthc Dcl~nw ~·teet 
~~ Pl'arl Harbor, Japan launched a dcvastat,. 
mg :ur a&.\aull on m1htary mstallatlons on 
Luzon. Wtlh that , all po~lbility of an 1m­
medtnt~. !-•lf~llve American counterattack 
was chmmated. By tht• end of the month 
the Ph•llppm<'s were blockaded and Ame~i­
c-,m and F tlipmo forces had retreated into 
Bataan. 

TIU; 8<\TTU: FOrt Bataan began official· 
ly on Jan. 9, 1(1.12. Japanese Gen. :'ltasaharu 
Homma, havmg vanquished the British at 
Smgapor ... belil'Vl-d the capture of the penin· 
sui a '~~<ould be an easy task. 1 hal 1l was not 
desp1tc the most ad\'crw cll'Cumstanccs rae-' 
mg :>lacArthur's men, earned Amencan 
forces thl·•r moruker, the BatUmg Ba~tards 
of Bataan. 

" The 31st Infantry and the 4th MariOPS 
held ~~r the J apanese until Gen. Homma 
came, Sarno reminisces. ''Then we rou.::ht 

to the last bullet and the last can or sar· 
dmes '' 

Atte.lnpts '1\"llrt' mall~ to ~ierc"\fhP 
blockade wi':h reinforcements, ro'&!, ;111d "-up. 
phes. But With the smashing of Germany 
and the liberation or Europe as the AU1es' 
pnmary concern, those efforts were too 
little. 

By March, President Franklin Roosevelt 
bad decided that while the Situation on the 
Philippines was hopeless. MacArthur was too 
valuable to lose. He was transferred - via 
an elaborate air and naval maneuver 
through the blockage - to Australia. His 
mucb-publlcized pledge to return was to re­
main unfulfilled for three tortured years. 

W;th MacArthur gone, the troops knL'W 
thell' only cho•ce was prison camp or death. 
On April 9. the Allied troops surrendered un. 
co~tionally under Gen. Jonathan Wain­
wnght. On May 6, Corregidor Cell, aod with 
1t the last tattered pocket or resiStance. 

_"THE A.'f£RIC~S trapped oo tbe Plu1•p. 
pmes were beaved mto a living nightmare 

'ltwasmyfatetobein theprison 
camp, and itwasmyfateto 
survive. But I want to be 
compensated for what /went 
through./ just want from the 
government what 1 desefVe.' 

PauiSarllo 

worse than war ," Sarno says. 
Although only about 600 Atnerlcans had 

ht:<·n 'tilled m ..cho11. 'f die tS.OOO..plus 
Americans and 65,000 f\lipJIIOS captured 
(sources vary as to the ictual number> 
thousands were to perish as prisoners. • 

On Bataan they were berded into teams of 
~00 !~»d marched up tbe peninsula, 125 miles 
m suc days, without water, in lOCklegree 
beat. For those wbo couldn't keep up, the 
Bataan Death March eoded at the point of a 
bayonet alongs•de the road or in mass, un· 
marked holes In the pbilippine bush. 

Those who survived - and the men on 
Corrcgidor - eventually were loaded into 
boxcars and transported to Pnson camps. 
The _normal daily routine lllcluOed arbitrary 
beahng:;, near-starvation rations, and slave 
labor under a captor wbO Creely aclmow· 
!edged that be did not sign the Geneva Con· 
vention or 1929. As POW'S. the Americans 
were denied adequate medical care sanita· 
uon, clothing, and quarWS· • 

Sarno was interned at the Cabanahtan 
prrson camp at Nueva EciJll. He was there 

for two years. The only water was rain, the 
only food, rice. Amoebic dysentery, dengue 
fever, and malaria were rampant. Sarno re­
members lying awake at night and chasing 
rats away w'ith a broom. He watched men 
die, and he buried them. 

IN AUGUST, 1914, Sarno and 600 survivors 
were moved to the main ISland or Japan 

"The ship shouldn't ha\'e held more than 
100," he recalls tersely. ''It was a bell 
hole." The voyage lasted a month. 

At the Oeyma prison camp in Japan -
sick, emaciated, and all\ a)'" cold - they 
toiled in a m10e until liberation. 

"We bad no blanket-;," Sarno says. ' They 
gave us nothmg. We hugged hkc man and 
woman to keep warm. In the mornmg you 
couldn't wash; the water was frozen. 

" The guards were sadiSl~. They'd make 
guys stand With their hands behind thell' 
necks, holding a bucket or water for etght 
bours. Or run around the prison yard 50 
times after mirung ore all day. 

" Oae or the guards killed b1msel£ after we 
were liberated." 

Back home, Sarno would wake up ~cream­
ing in the middle of the night. The girl he 
left behind, now his Wife, learned to hve 
w1th it EventuaUy the screammg stopped. 

NOW, AT 62, c aptivity haunts Paul Sarno 
via a legacy o£ illnesses. He has been af· 
llicted by cataracts, kidney maUunction, rec· 
tal problems, and rheumatoid arthritis, all of 
which, he thinks, are traceable to prison 
camJ). He has had to undergo several opera· 
tions, but he receives no health benefits 
from the Veterans Administration. Ills di~a· 
bility rating is zero. 

A representative from the VA addresses 
the American Defenders of Bataon and Cor· 
regidor each year. but Sarno is one or the 
many who are unappea~d and angry. 

Veterans seekmg compensation, he says. 
commonly are forced to submit to hum•hat­
ing and impossible procedures, only then to 
be demed benefits. 

Studies - by no Jess august n body than 
the National Academy or Sc1ences - show 
that POW Syudrome, marked by severe, per· 
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51 is their lucky number 
Former Chicago Bears mtddle linebacker Dick But· 
kus <who wore numeral Sll will be honored at the 
Hemopbelia Foundation of fllmoiS· All-Sports Spec 
tacular at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 21. 10 the Ch1cago 
M31Tlott O'Hare Hotel. 8535 W. HtggJns Rd. Athletes 
attending the dinner will s1gn autographs dunng the 
cocktail hour- Fnends ot Butkus will pay tr1bute to h1m 
during the afler4mner program. Proceeds w1ll go to 
research hemophilia, a disease that effects the blood's 
clottmg meebarusm, and to panent services. Tickets are 
.$30. Call427-1495. 

Artyven1s 
The North Shore Mental Health Association 'lnd its 
Irene Josselyn Clinic will benefit from a dinner and 
art exhibit at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 31, m the Terra 
Museum or American Art in Evanston. Tickets are 
$50. Call Marilyn Eldredge at 441-5600 .••• Art En· 
~ounter will sponsor a champagne and deo;sert party 
at 9 p.m. Saturday, May to. at the ZOIIa·Lieberman 
Gallery, 368 W. Huron St. The Northwestern Wmd 
Eoscmble and Bernie Beck, of the Piven Tbeat~r 
Workshop, will perform. Proceeds will go to art ap. 
precJallon programs for senior adults, school children, 
and teachers. Tickets are $15. Call 328-9222 .••• A 
champagne party at 4 p.m. Sunda,·, :\Ia~ 18, in the 
~lary and Leigh Block Gallery on North,.estern Uni­
versity's Evanston campus will benefit the Evanston 
Art Center. Chicago designers and Art Institute de 
s1gn studer.ts "ill present a fashion show dunn~: the 
benefit in the gallery at 1967 Sber1dan Rd , Evans­
ton. Tickets are S25. CaU !\Irs. George J. Cyrus Jr. 
at 491-6387 •••• Students in the International Acad· 
emy or Merchandising and Design, Ltd-. will display 
thell' designs in a showing at 7 p.m. Wtdntsda~. 
l\lay 14, in the Holiday Inn Mart Piau to benefit 
Ch1cago Children's Charities. Actress Arlene Dahl 
will be moderator. Tickets are $25 and $50. Call 6<12· 
4172 or 828-0202 _ .. Young Audiences of Chicago 
will sponsor a benefit party at noon Sunda), Mav 4, 
in the North Shore home of Dr. and lltrs. LcRo~ 
Pesch. The party agenda will include a 6ilent auc 
tion. Young Audiences board members will enle•tain. 
• • . Cbrislle Hefner will be host~-s at .1 bendit 
Wednesday, 1\lay 7, for Votel'li for Choice, an orgnni 
:zation raising funds to aid in re-electing members o£ 
Congress who favor a woman's right to choose an 
abortion. The evening will begin Wtlh a champagne 
reception at 7 30 p.m. and the opening performance 
of "Pm Gelling My Act Together and Talung It On 
the Road" in Drury Lane Theater at Water Tower 
Place. Supper in the Playboy Mansion will follow. 
Tickets are SIOO. Call Louise at 751-2121. ••• North 
Shore Unitarian Church, 2100 Half Day Rd , Deer· r 
field, will sponsor an Arts and Crafts Fl'5tival frof!\1 
1 to 10 p.m. Saturday, 1\lay 3, and from noon to " 
p.m. Sunday. :'llay 4. Works by 48 fmc and craft art· 
1Sts will be included, as will performing artiSts and • 
a workshop in children's crafts. Ttckets are $2 lor 
adults, 50 cents for children. For more information, 
call 234-2460. 
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Survivors vs. VA: The ongoing battle of Bataan 
Continutd from f~rsl Tempo page 
manent psycbologacal scars and an array or physa· 
cal disord~rs 1~ almOlot umversal among POW's 
such as Sarno, who were interned in camps an 
the Pacifac. 

Specafically nutrahonal and nerve disorders 
intestane and hver diSeases. dental and bone 
condatlons, and mfechve and parasitic disea•es 
have been confirmed to be the lifelong prace 
one pays for having survived a Japanese prison 
camp during World War II. Yet the VA has 
mystifying formulas for determining whether an 
ailment is "service-related" - formulas that 
enrage veterans. 

WRITING IN THE Quan. tbe national publl· 
cation or the Amcracan Defenders or Bataan 
and Corrcgidor, past national commander Ar· 
thur Bress a declares natly • "Tbere IS no ques· 
t ion that each of us can trace every damn aal· 
ment wt ha··~ !o prison camp. And we 'II never 
understand the VA when they say ·tooth so-and· 

• so is service-related while tooth so-and-so b 
not • Now, where do they believe that other 
tooth was whale the first was service­
connected•' 

Thirty-five years after liberation the wheels 
of JUStice for veterank of the Pacific Theater 
continue to turn at a glacial pace. Several 
years ago a congressional committee directed 
the VA to conduct a study of disability com 
pensatfon and health-care benefits, after moun 
tains of claims by POW's or the Pacific Thea 
ter no longer could be agnored 

The Veterans Committee told the VA "It ap· 
pears that , because or the inadequate state of 
medical knowledge of vanous hardships sur. 
Cered during mternment, mcluding the long­
term effect of dietary deficaencaes and msaru· 
tary condalloos, and because of the strong de-
sire of former prisoners of war to return borne 
as quickly as po:.sible after World War II, 
those repatriahon camps may have discharged 
veterans wathout tborougb examination and 
without close attention to their potential health 
problems." The results of that study are not 
yet known 

COMPOUNDING THE problem o£ inadequat~ 
medical data on the VA's side was a dearth of 
information from the veterans themselves Pat 
rack DeMauro. department service oUacer or 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Chicago, be· 
lieves that the absence of VA contact reprc· 

Maywood parade passes too many by 
By Mary Oantels 

I
>.; 'iOVE~IBER. IS10, 122 ~oung 'l;al.tonal 
Guardsmen marched from the old armory 
on Madison and Greenwood streets an 
Maywood to the Chicago & North Westem 

Ry station Company B of the 192d Tank Bat­
tahon had been called to acllve duty 

They were sent to Ft Knox, Ky From 
there." 89 of the boys from Maywood went to 
Bataan 

Only 39 would return 
After the fall or the Phahppmes the next 

sprang, a group of mothe~. wtvcs, and 
~"eethearts of the men formed thC American 
Bataan Clan, and orgamzed the farst parade 
an 1~2 to raise funds for food, clothmg. and 
medical supplies for the men they lowd who 
were POWs in a tropical hell half a world 
away 

And for the last 37 years !he r~ ha' been 
an annual Bataan Day parade in Maywood 

"We bad lost a great number of men To 
honor the ones who came back and to 
memorialize those that didn't , we continued 
wath the parade after the war," said 
Jo~eplune Becker, president of the Maywood 
Historacal Society. 

THE ROUTE has changed dir~chons a few 
limes. but the parade now forms at Sth Av­
enue and Bataan Drive along the Eisenho"er 
Expressway and proceeds north to St Charles 
Avenue and the North Western railroad 
tracks , retracing the route the young soldaers 
took so long ago 

sentahves at milatary separation centers after 
the war - and the resulting lack of facts 
about veterans' benefits - contnbuted to the 
grievous situation that ensued 

"Some of the men who were discharged after 
the war didn 'l even know that there was a 
Veterans Administration or benefits of any 
kand,'' DeMauro says. "I was one of them ." 

Lattle mformation was !hrthcomang, and few 
men took the time to mqwre Moreover, an the 
dinymg rush to get home after the war, many 

The 2 hour, t.,;.unat parade "IS just as 
long today as when at began." says Don 
Liedke. parade ch".rman for the last five 
years. Slll"\'i1·ors of the Bataan Death March 
travel from wherc1er thetr post-war lives ~ 
have led them, from all over the Unated 
States and Canada, to take part in the 
parade. 

The problem as l1'lt so much in gettmg to­
gether the Bataan Day Parade. It's in getting 
people to watch it 'We need spectators." 
Liedke says 

'In 1~2 or ·~3. tlvre were an estamated 
milhon people alon" the parade route Last 
year I would say. tlere v.ere maybe 5.000 
along the entire rout~" he says. 

Liedke a fourth·geeration Maywood resa 
dent, blames the dedne an attendance on · a 
changing community 

"Tberc·s been a temlac turnover population­
wise. There are now .rge numbers of blacks 
and Latmos in Mayw<Xd. They JUSt have no 
connection with this tlmg." 

"Even our village !albers don't know what 
we're talking about haW the lime,'' Mrs. 
Becker adds. 

TIME WAS when tbe people of Maywood 
were unable to forget 

Sixteen years ago, tht second Sunday of 
September was designate! as National Bataan 
Memorial Day by Congnss, she adds, "but to 
our knowledge, we are lll only town in the 
country that commemor<~es Bataan Day " 

ex-~OW's1- temporarily rtlllvigorated by the 
Jubilance or hberal!on - laid no groundwork 
for future claams. 

Nevertheless, at as the VA that stands re­
sponsible - and maddeningly unresponsive the 
vet claims. Sarno says therhere no swcad~ 
in the pri~on camps an the Pluhppmes. But 
men who later became de!pcnlent over not 
getting compensated by the covernment have 
killed themselves 

• ·When I reure tn three yean, I m gomg 

,,~ PI"Qo 

The hrst Bataan Day parade in Maywood 1n September 1942 The parade sttll hves. but the 
problem now "1s gett1ng people to watch at. · says parade chatrman Don Laedke 

As the Bataan Clan mothers "got too otct 
to organize the parade, always held on the 
second Sunday of September, the Veterans' 
Council assumed responsibility until 1973. Tbe 
present organizmg group, the Maywood Cavic 
and Veterans' Association for the Preservatson 
of Bataan Day. or which Lledke is this year's 
new president , took o\·er then. 

• It w~ ready to fall by the wayside at 
that time:· recalls :11rs. Becker. who says 'be 
IS the only member of the parade committee 
who s!IU lives in Maywood. "E\·en oow we 
are struggltng to keep it going. Here agaan •t 

to fight the VA tooth and nail," vows Sarno, 
who has worked for Wilson Jones Office Sup. 
plies Co. for 3t years. "I'll have lime then to 
fight all day ;1nd all night, week in and week 
out, af that's what at takes I'm going to de 
mand that they give me disability benefits." 

Sarno \Vas a religaous man before the war 
and he continues to be. His faith, he says, as 
well as his desire to see his fama.Jy and future 
wtfe again, helped him stay ali\'e. 

'· It was my fate to be m the prison camp, • 

backtracks to people not knowmg anythmg 
about Bataan, and not caring. I have pictures 
of the first parades where there wa~n·t room 
to walk on the sidewalks" 

About five years ago the number of living 
Bataan survivors began to dwindle, and the 
purpose of the parade refocused Now ' it hon· 
ors aU POWs," Liedke says. 

Bataan survh·or George Dravo say~ only IS 
of the 39 who returned from Bataan are still 
alive What's left of the 192d stall 01eets each 
year on Dec. 7 This year they wtll meet at 
the Argo-Summit VFW post 

and at was my fate to survave. ' Sarno says 
"But I want to be compensated for what I 
went through. I just want from the government 
what I deserve." 

Meanwhile, survivors of Ameraca·~ most 
''popular" war. unassuaged by the vapid glory 
and ballyhoo that is theirs on the late show. 
continue to be haunted by the nagging refraan 
of a familiar chant 

··we are the Battling Bastards or Bataan 
And nobody gives a damn 1 ·• • • t 



(.!) 
z 0 - ll) z 
w (\1 

>C\1 w 0 
Wex> ~ z 
'>-0> (f) 0 < <.,... w 1--o• (.!) J: C/) 

en>- < ..J (/) 

a.. < ~ w< z 
~~ C\1 w 

(") u. z 

• 

Ralph Levenberg, left, greeted Hyman Bernstein, right , who 
traveled from Florida to Louisv•lle for a conven tion of The 

terans of hell 

Staff ~C.:~'i:t 
American Defenders of Bataan & Corregidor. Levenberg, of 
Henderson. Nev .• is Past National Commander of the group. 

Bataan survivors trade tales of grimness, not glory 
• 

By JIM RENNEISEN 
LouiSVIlle T1mes Staff Wt~ter 

They don't talk about the Norman· 
dy lnvaston or drivmg Rommel out 
of Africa or great naval battles like 

The gray-haired men wear over· Midway and the Coral Sea 
seas caps and swap "war stones.." Their war stori~ instead, are 
as people do at other veterans· about surrender, Imprisonment. 
conventions. But the one at the guards' brutality, malnutrition, diS­
Galt House thiS week Is different ea.c;e and the death of comradec:; 

The people are different. The They are the veterans of the 
stor1es are d1fferent. Even the war tenacious defense of the Bataan 
seems dtlierent from the World Penmsula and Correg~dor Island 
War II remembered at other veter- during the dark early days of U s. 
ans' reunions. partl<'ipahoo in World War n. 

These men don't have many They are meeting to mark the 40th 
medals, and there aren't any he- anniversary of the fall of Bataan. 
roes that people ever heard of. . Most of them spent 3 ~ years at 

forced labor in the Philippines and 
Japan and emerged, feeble and 
emaciated, from the prison cam~ 
after the Japanese surrender 1n 
Tokyo Bay on Sept 2, 1945. 

They survived the infamous Ba­
taan Death March that took the 
liv~ of some 1.500 prisoners on 
the jungle muLe; to th~ pri.q,on 
camps in the Phlllppin~ in the 
summer of l 942. 

They survived the "hell 5blps,'' 
the tramp stE'..amcrs pressed into 
service to carry thousands or pn~ 
onE>rs to Japan In their cargo hOlds 
when the American invasion of the 

Philippines was Imminent. 
They ~urvived the Insults. beat· 

lng:;. tortures and lack of food and 
medtcal care in tne Japanese pns· 
on caMps. 

They are the American Defend· 
ers of Bataao & Corregldor. which 
bas about 2,400 members through· 
out the country, out of about 6,000 
persons eligible for memben;llip. 

Those eligible were among the 
small contingent of American 
troops and civilians who were sta· 

See BATAAN VETERANS 
Back page, col 3, this section 

Bataan veterans trade tales of grimness, not glory 
Continued trom Page One 

t.Joned at far-nung outposts around 
the western rim of the Pacific 
Ocean wbeo an ill-prepared Amer­
ica was drawn into World War 11 1n 
December 1941. 

As Tom Hackett. 71, ot A.qhevllle, 
N. C. noted, all of them are over 
60. and their numbers shrmk every 
year 

"This is a very unusual veterans· 
organization. When we're gone, it 
iS gone. There won't be any more 
of us. Hackett said. 

The convention, like most veter· 
ans' gatherings, provides an oppor­
tunity to renew old friendshtps and 
talk about programs and benefits. 

But Past National Commander 
Ralph Levenberg, of Henderson, 
Nev., s~lld tl:tere as another stde to 
their meeUngs - ao effort to gtve 
the American people an apprecla· 
tion for their story 

"Bataan and Corregidor rate 
about a page and a half an the 
military histones;• Levenberg sa1d. 
"When we came back. the war had 
been won by somebody else. We 
d1dn't have anything to talk about. 
We hadn 't done anything." 

But, he added, the four months 
they stalled the Japanese war ma· 
chine in the jungles of Bataan 
probably shortened the war by six 
months or more by giving Amenca 
time to rearm after Pearl Harbor 

•·The :,1ory needs to be told and 
retold over and over again, so 1t 
was not all lD vain." Levenberg 
said 

A few Kentuckians figure promi­
nently m the story. One untt sent to 
bolster Phthppme defenses wa<> a 
tank company from Harrodsburg 
that landed on Nov. 20, 1911, juc;t 
18 days before the Japanese as­
sault. 

"We d1dn·t even get our guns 

out" of the packing grease. said 
Grover Brummett. 62, of 8023 
Blake Lane in Pleasure Ridge 
Park. who was assigned to me 
Harrodsburg unit 

Maurice E. "J~k" Wilson, 70, of 
Hanodsburg. hke Brummett a 
member or the Kentucky company 
of the 192nd Tank Battalion, said 
that only 37 of the 66 men from 
Harrodsburg survived to the end of 
tbe war. The rest died in combat, 
10 the death marches. In the holds 
of the bell ships or in the prison 
camps. 

Wilson estimates that about 25 of 
them are alive today. 

Desptte the passage or years. the 
Bataan survivors' memories re­
main vivid 

Roy D1az, 65, of Salinas, Calif .. 
recalled the trip from the Philip­
pines to Japan with 1,833 other 
pnc;oners in the narrow 60-foot 
hold of a tramp steamer . 

}lp ~ld the ·hip was at sea for 
9~ daY'> in the middle or summer 
as It took a circuitous route to 
avoid American submannes. It 
stopped at Formosa (now Taiwan) 
to take on a cargo or rock salt that 
was dumped rnto the hold with the 
prisoners. 

At lea..c;t two of the ships carrying 
pnsoners .,_,ere sunk by American 
submarines, ex-prisoners sa1d. The 
shtps either were not marked as 
carrying POWs. or the American 
naval officers didn't believe the 
stgns. 

A lesson that many or the Bataan 
survivors c1te from thear experi­
ence is the need for military reach· 
ness In an uncertaan world. 

Speakmg in support of a peace­
time draft, Levenberg said, ''The 
most traumatic experience anyone 
can ever go through ts the loss of 
hlc; freedom Lest thlS ever 

happens to us again, we need a 
strong defense and tramed peo­
ple .. 

Another former national com· 
mander of the organization, Elmer 
Long of New Bern. N.C .• was a 
Marine In Shanghai just before 
Amerlc.a entered the war. At that 
time, he saJd. the U. S. bad only 
17,000 Maranes- A smaller force 
than the 18,000 pollee in New York 
Qty then. 

"Defending the world" is the 
way he described tlle Marines' role 
then. 

The Bataan survivors' wartime 
anger at the Japanese has cooled 
cons:lderably. but these men have 
not forgotten what bappened to 
them. 

"I don't have any animosity to­
ward anyone because of their race 
. . . • .. Levenberg said, "but r don't 
co out of my way to enhance the 
Japanese economy." But It's hard 
to avoid doing so tbese days. he 
added. 

Tom Hackett, 71, of Asheville. 
N. C.. who won the Ol!!tinguiShed 
Service Cross in the Bataan tight· 
ing and spent the rem of the war in 
prison camps, said, "As a ChriStian, 
l guess I have to forget It You 
can't bold the lathers· stns agrunst 
the sons." 

Joe Power, 60. of 605 Marengo 
Drive. Middletown, bas a spec1al 
purpose in attending the conven· 
tlon. He is looking for a man 
named Tony, who saved bls life m 
priSOn camp. 

The man - he doesn't know htS 
last name- was a New Yorker m 
his urut. the 803rd Engineers. 
Power said Tony was on a grave­
digging detail assigned to haul bod· 
les out of the camp's death ward. 

Power said be was on a pile of 
bOdies to be removed when Tony 

saw "something move. maybe my 
Adam's apple." 

"He squashed a ptece of rotten 
banana and pushed it through my 
teeth," Power said, "and be car­
ried me away to another ward 
where someone would take care of 
me. This fellow saved my life." 

Elmer Bensing, 63, of 4708 Spen 
Lea Road in Shively, was another 
who barely survtved the ordeal. 
Drafted Jan. 22, 19<41, he was as­
Signed to till a vacancy in the 
Harrodsburg unit when It was sent 
to the Philippines. 

Bensing, a normally sturdy 
young man, weighed only 80 
pounds when he emerged from hlS 
long imprisonment He said be was 
beaten so often and so badly that 
he had only six teeth left when he 
was discharged. 

But ironically. his debilitated 
condition may have helped him 
survive. 

Near the end or the war. he wa!" 
made to work at a Japanese steel 
mill that was a target tor Amera· 
can bombing raids Too feeble to 
work, be was absent on a day the 
factory was virtually demolished. 

When the Japanese surrender 
was signed, the prison camp 
guards threw open the gates and 
ned, but Bensing and others were 
too ill to leave. The Amencnn 
troops did not reacb the camp until 
18 days later. 

But American planes new over 
one day and dropped food by para­
chute for the ll1 and abandoned 
priSOners. 

The prisoners. Bensing SSJd, cut 
up the parachutes and tash10ned a 
crude American nag that was soon 
rrused on the camp's nagpole. 

Awash WJth the emot1ons of tbat 
tremendous moment, Bensing said 
hoarsely, "As long as 1 Jive, I'll 
never forget that'' 
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recognized 46 years after war 

• 

By MARY PALMER 
Herald Stall Writer 

More than 40 years after the 
fact, Yeoman Hubert Hough has 
been recognized for h1s honorable 
service to the United States as a 
PrlSoner of War. In ceremonies 
held at the Knoxv11le V .A. Hospi­
tal recently, newly designed med­
als were given to about 50 persons, 
only two of whom were prisoners 
of the Japanese. Hough was one of 
the two. 

The medals, designed by the 
Army Institute of Heraldry, show 
an eagle surrounded by barbed 
wire and bayonet points. with the 

coat of arms of the United Slates 
on the reverse. Brigadier General 
Neal R. Christensen, Iowa Army 
National Guard, was speaker for a 
luncheon and the ceremonies, 
which also recognized MIA's. 

Hough, now 68. was born at 
Lacey. attenaed Oskaloosa High 
School. but joined the Navy m 1938 
before he graduated. He served 
first in China, and then was 
transferred lo the Mars man build~ 
ing, Navy Headquarters in Manil­
la, the Plull!pines. 

An article in the October 3, 19451 

Oskaloosa Daily Herald, says he 
left Manilla on Christmas morn­
ing, 1941, as the Japanese 

I 

Hubert Hough, wllose cap recof:.,rttizes hint as D(-~fender of 
Bataan a11cl l:orregidor 

approached, and joined a Motor 
Torpedo Boat squadron in Febru­
ary 1 1942. He was in the Battle of 
Corregidor, watching Mac Arthur 
leave the islands. He was taken 
prisoner May 6. 1942, at Cavite 
Naval Base, and was part of the 
famous " Death March" for a brief 
time. 

He was held first on Corregidor 
and then taken by ship to Manilla, 
where they were paraded down 
Dewey Blvd. to show off Japanese 
prowess. His next moves were to 
Bilibid prison in Manilla and 
Cabanatuan Camp No. 3 for short 
periods He was then transferred 
to Puerto Princess on Palawan 

Island near Borneo, where he 
worked for two years building 
runways for Japanese airfields. 

In August, 1944, he was among a 
few transferred back to Manilla 
while the rest on the island were 
killed While in Bilibid for the 
second time, he was bombed by 
U.S. planes 

Late in Sept., 1944, he was 
placed aboard the Japanese pris­
on ship called by the prisoners 
"The Horror of Maru" and spent a 
month packed into the bold while 
bound for Formosa. The article 
describes conditions of crowding, 
near-starvation, vermin, madness 
and death. He lost 40 pounds on the 
trip. · 
• The ship d.och·1 aL Hong Kong 

mstead of l;'ormosa because of an 
American submarine attack on 
the convoy. After several days tn 
harbor, the convoy moved on to 
Formosa. 

Treatment got better t~ere, _the 
article quotes Hough. He hved m a 
school building and g?t more food. 
Once again, Amencan planes 
bombed near the camp. 

The next trip was anothe~ 
month-Jong ship ride to Port MOJl 
in southern Japan, f~llowed by a 
train ride to a camp m the To~yo 
area Here, he was put to work m a 
soup flavoring plant converted to 
meltmg aluminum from February 
12 to Sept of 1945 and watched 
U.S. planes bomb the Japanese 
capitol 

Short1y after V .J . Da~ ,. the 
Japanese look an the. ~·htary 
police guns and ammumt10n, and 
left the prisoners to do as they 
pleased . When the U.S. ships 

showed up in the harbor 1 the 
prisoners signaled to them and 
were taken aboard. A headline in 
the Sept. 5 Herald tells of his 
release. He left Tokyo by plane on 
Sept. 6, arrived in Oakland, Cali­
fornia, four days later, went to 
Great Lakes, and then home. He 
weighed just 110 pounds. 

Asked all these years later what 
was worst about his years as a 
prisoner 1 his instant response is, 
"the food." Rice, and not much of 
that. What did he think of the 
Japanese people? The coolie class 
were friendly; he remembers 
working with them in the plant in 
Tokyo. He said the company was 
Ajinomoto, the same company 
now involved in the corn process­
ing plants at Eddyville. 

After his POW experience , 
Hough remained in the Navy for a 
time, being stationed at Great 
Lakes, the Naval Air Station at 
Ottumwa, and the Pentagon in 
Washington, among other places. 
He was discharged as a Lieuten­
ant in 1949, for health reasons. 

Some of his notes from prison 
camp helped the Navy to establish 
official records. 

Following his service days, 
Hough worked first for Iowa Pow­
er and then in heavy construction. 
He built the home in which the 
family lives on Ninth Ave. East. 
Health forced his retirement in 
1971 . f h ' 

Hough ct·edited though_ts o JS 

fiance and their future with ~~ep­
ing him alive during the captivity. 
He married Verla Scott a~~ tb~y 
have two daughters, one liVIDg m 
Oskaloosa and one in Bettendorf. 

In 1977, the PhilJipine ~overn­
ment invited former POW s to a 
Reunion for Peace, and Hubert 
and Verla wenl. She became the 
first wife to visit the Palawaan 
prison camp, which has be_en kept 
by the natives as a memonal. The 
flight from Manilla took eight 
hours and they landed on a strip 
he had built. Now, tourist facilities 
are being constructed on the 
island. 

Hough flys the flag every ?ay, 
but not in bad weather or at rught. 
He says Veterans' Day means just 
as much to him as V.E . Day or 
V.J .Day. They' re all important. 
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Ex-P.O.W. 
tells story 
in a book 
B y \1\ \ N l )/\ IIUUEH'I'Y 
( ourit•r l'OITt' '> JHHldcnt 

DELTA - <)uancy Haec was a 
hookkeper an Wellman until March 
15, 19·1-1. 

That date, like for many World 
War I I veteran., , changed his life. 

The book he no\\ keeps is not 
filled wtlh numbers, but \\ ith de· 
tails of has war cxpt.>rience. 

Aftet indut.'t10n anto the Army at 
Camp Dodge m :\larch 1944, Rice 
lett tor basac traming m California 
and e\'cntually was assagned to the 
l' ·s Vernon 

It docked in Li\'erpool, England. 
Sept. HI tound them at Omaha 

Beach France. 
There \\Cren t man} houses 

after D Da~ " Htce saad ' We saw a 
lot of !,Unkcn shaps and a cemetery 
with 7,000 Amcncan graves" 

Transferred to the :39th fnfantry 
Rcgament. he traveled by tram 
through France and Belgaum to 
front line combat m German) 

On Oct 12 after heavy mortar 
and artillery fare , he ·•tooked up oul 
of mv trench and saw four German 
rafles poantcd at me " 

" Outnumbered h\'e to one'' he 
and several others were captured 

It wasn't until :'\ovcmber h1s 
wife, Gertrude Rtce. back tn Delta. 
IO\\a wilh thetr sur\'1\'lng daughter 
and son, learned her husband was 
''misstng an actaon " 

It would be fa\'e months before 
she learnt>d that he was ahve and a 
prisoner of war 

The Amertcans, ~omellmes v.tth 
Pohsh, Belgtan, and French prason· 
ers, \\.ere marched or sent by box· 
car lrom on«.' prison cump to an· 
other 

"Most or the pnson camps were 
cold, f11lhy and overcrowded. " he 
said 

"fi'ood v.as usut1lly a lillie bread. 
thtn soup and erS<l iZ coffee, " Race 
sa ad Some! imes the;,. got a little 
meat of unknown oragm 

"But I lhmk our mdomanatable 
Yankee spirit hurl the Germans 
more than anythmg." he saad 
" They couldn ' t break our morale " 

They began to gel some Red 
Cross items includmg food cloth· 
ing, books and Bibles. 

Rice kept a Testament and con· 
lmuallr " made marks" that cou­
ldn' t be understood by anyone but 
hamself. 

The marks recorded the hastory 
of hts ampnsonrnent 

1\1 Sto Jag H ll H. ate got blood pOl· 
sontng from an mJeclton on has 
arm, was treated by a ctvllaan doc­
lor and recovered 

AI one point they were a llowed 
packages from home 

Many of the soldiers asked fot 

- -"'>& 

Coun~r pholo bv wanda HuDertv 

BOOKKEEPER: Quincy Rice of Delta has w ri tten a 
book about h is war experiences. 

At a glance 
The number of Iowans 
who have served and have 
been killed since the Civil 
War are: 

War 
Civil 
Spanish 
WWI 
WWII 
Korean 

Served 
76,242 
5,8 59 

114,242 
286,000 

85,314 

Deaths 
13,001 

164 
3,576 
8,398 

532 
Vietnam 11 5,000 843 
Total 682,657 26,514 

Source Iowa Department of Pub· 
lie Defense 

candy bars and cagareltes. 
The pnsoners' final mo\c was to 

a camp near Lubeck where Red 
Cross headquarters was located 

They were not mformed of the 
war's progress, but when they saw 
Germans moving eqUipment back 
from the fronl, •·we thought some· 
thing was up." 

On May 3, 1945. they notated the 
guards were no longet• armed 

'fhat atternoon a column ol 
Amencan tanks appeared and on 
Ma~ 6. 19-15. the American prason 
ers "ere flown to Rheams. France 
where Amencan cooks and lood 
awaaled them 

"l ate six full meals one da\," 
Rice satd He estimaled that ·he 
weighed only 135 pounds. 

At Camp Lucky Strake, near St 
Valer ies. f:i' rance he met Lloytl 

Hammes of Sagourney, 
Hammes had been captured 10 

Afn ca over two years before The 
men came home together on June 
15, for a two-month furlough 

On Oct 26. Rice was promoted to 
sergeant He became a cavihan on 
,0\ 8 19-15 

The Races farmed near Della and 
added three daughters to the fami· 
I) 

After rehnng. he was postmaster 
at Della for 12 )ears Gertrude 
R1ce daed m January 

Bestdes his P 0 \v medal . R1ce 
ea rned the Good Conduct Medal. 
ETO nbbon. Victor) and Purple 
Hearl Medals. and two stars for the 
Rhmeland and Central Europt> 
campaagn 

''There are men who were pnson· 
crs longer and had it a lot harder 
than 1 did,· · Rice said 
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123 caskets of American servicemen killed in a Japanese prisoner of war massacre in the Philippines in December 1944 await a mass burial in February~952. 



on a • rison s 

"Prison Ship" by Iowan Don Thomas will be part of an exhibit at the Marine Corps Historical Center in Washington to commemorate \\orld War ll . 

Iowan's painting recalls WWII 
llHhft:t Sfetf Wrtttr 

W NTERSET lA - The paanting, 
dredged up from a crevasse of mental 
angu1sh and phys1cal agony, shows 

Don Thomas· fnend with an uphfted canteen he 
is about to smash onto the head of a fellow Amen· 
can pnsoner of war 

The man about to be bludgeoned had tned to 
steal the last swallow of water from the canteen 
He was dead the next mommg. H1s body was 
ho1sted by a rope up through a hatch and thrown 
into the sea, ru. were the corpses of ~cores of o1her 
Americans who died on the wretched shtp of star· 
vation, thirst. heat :1nd ~ hopeles~ni!>S so deep 
that some prayed not for hfe but for death. 

Thomas d1d the gloomy painting, " Pmon 
Ship," in 1948 when he was a srudent at Central 
College an Pella He was back in Iowa after h1s 
young man's dream of traveling the oceans had 
become a long-running mghtmare of capnvity by 
the Japanese. Later he would become an art 
teacher in Winterset schools 

Thomas was a pnsoner of war for nearly all of 
World War II and a participant m one of the war's 
lesser-known ep1sodes, the movement of Alhed 
pnsoners on unmarked Japanese "hell sh1ps" 
that somenmes were bombed and torpedoed by 
unknowmg Amencan submanne captains and 
pilots 

The kllhng of Amencarts by Amencans, no 
maner how inadvertent, was not a trumpeted 

The prisoners were herded 
into their trenches, then 
doused with aviation fuel 
and set afire. 
chapter 10 U S nuhtary h1story Nor did many 
survwors of the ships come forth w1th their 
stones, I homas says, because the memory was 
too homd or because the experience had trans· 
pired 10 a mental blur of d1sease. hunger and 
thirst. 

Painting "Prison Ship" was Thomas' way of 
purgtng his mind of the experience he could not 
talk about at the time. He spent 39 days m the 
hold of the little Japanese cargo sh1p on which he 
was taken from the Phllipprnes to Formosa in the 
aurumn of 1944, after already spendmg some 2~ 
years as a virrual slave to h1s captors 

The orrunous figure Wlth the uphfted canteen Ill 
the p8111ting ts a Texan whom Thomas had be· 
fnended while both were prisoners at Palawan, 
an ISland to wh1ch they were taken, Wlth about 
300 other Amencans, after the1r caprure at Cor· 
regJdor. 

The Texan may or may not have k!lled the man 
, he is anacklng for trymg to steal the canteen and 

1ts precious swallow of "'ater, Thomas says "The 
man was probably half gone" when the anack oc· 
curred, Thomas says "He was dead the next 
morrung, but he might h3ve been dead anyway. " 

No one rruses a hand to defend the man bemg 
anacked Crazed men snacking other crazed 
men was not a remarkable occurrence on the 
crammed, sweltenng stup 

"I sat by and watched," Thomas says "I didn't 
do a thing. To me 11 seemed ltke the right th10g to 
do." 

On the left s1de of the pamt1ng a group of weak· 
ened men try to anach another corpse to a rope so 
11 can be hoisted out of the small ship's hold The 
ship earned about 800 pnsoners, d1vided 
between two holds that were filthy from the dlb1 
of the coal, the vessel's usual cargo. 

Two or three d1ed every day 10 each hold Some 
succumbed after drinking from the buckets the 
Japanese lowered mto the cargo bay as latnncs 
Others died after suckmg ~ea water from the wet 
towels that were lowered into the hold to help the 
pnsoners cope Wlth the sllfhng heat. 

The p8111ung - wh1ch Thomas has not often 
looked at-was mtended to capture the events of 
one particularly grotesque rught on the heU otup. 

The fre1ghter was steam10g alongside a Japa· 
nese tanker. The Japanese were tl)1ng to maneu­
ver the shipload of pnsoners to sh1eld the tanker 
from an attacking Amencan submanne; n dldn t 
work The tanker was torpedoed and set ablaze 
The cargo stup was noc hn, apparently because tt 
was ~o small It wasn't wonh anaclung. Thomas 

Smoke and fumes from the tanker found the1r 
way mto the hold of the cargo sh1p; the pamcky 
pnsoners d1d not know 1mmed1ately 11 was not 
thelT own ship burrung 

"They d1dn't have the energy to scream," 
Thomas said "Some were pra}'lng m a negauve 
sense, that a torpedo would hn us and get 11 over 
With." 

Thomas got an "A" for the P8111ting from h1s m· 
structor at Central College. "Pnson Sh1p" now 
has been chosen to be part of an exh1b1t at the 
Manne Corps Histoncal Center tn Washml(lon 
D C. The exhibit will commemorate Wor:d War 
II, wh1ch, for the United Smtes, began 50 year: 
ago this Dec 7 

At the begmrung of the war, Thomas, who had 
JOined the Marines in May 1940. the summer 
after graduating from Macksburg H1gh School, 
was learning nulitary commurucarions in Mnmla, 

the Phihppmes 
He already had spent more 

than a year as a seagoing 
Manne aboard a heavvcru1ser, 
the USS Houston • 

The Houston, bartered m 
several earlier engagements. 
went down on Feb 28, 1942 
dunng a fearsome f1ght wuh 
Japanese warsh1ps off the 

~_.1!!!11111!1 northwest coast of Java Of the 
I>ON T NOMAS 1,084 menabourd, 720dled.0f 

, ... _.. the 364 survwors who were 
caprured by the Japanese 76 died m pnson 
camps. 

For Thomas, the war ended on MayS, 1942, 
when the U011ed States surrendered Correg~dor 
and the rest of the Philippines to the Japanese. B} 
then Correg~dor, the ISland fortress at the mouth 
of Marula Bay, had been battered by months of 
bombmg and shelling, and 1ts Amencan and Fil1· 
pmo defenders were devastated by hunger and 
disease 

Thomas had been Ill a foxhole on Correg~dor\ 
coast, hvmg on one meager meal a day, when the 
ISland was g~ven up. 

That night, Thomas and other pnsoners sat 
around the1r small fires heatmg rations the Japa­
nese had grven them. For some reason the group 
was shelled and Thomas was wounded m the foot 
and was taken to a hosp1tal, was patched up bv an 
American doetor and was given an mJecbon. 

Several hundred sick and wounded Americans 
were in the hospital when he lapsed into uncon· 
sc10usness that mght, but when he awoke the 
next morrung he was all alone am1d a heap of 
bandages and other debris 

He began ltmping and crawting up an embank· 
ment to tum himseU over to a Japanese soldier 
whose nfle was auned at h1m Instead of shoot· 
mg, the soldier du'eded Thomas over a ndge to .1 

machiiie gun manned by otberJapanese. 
" I thought, 'WeU, they're gomg to do 11 Wlth the 

machiiie gun, ' Thomas said but a Japanese 'er· 
geant put a agarene in Thomas mouth, ht 11 and 
helped hJm over to a group of other Amencan 
prisoners . 

"That was a startling thrng because right 
around the pomt from me, at James RaVIne, they 
were marchiiig the pnsoners oft a cliff It depend· 
ed on wtuch group of Japanese p1cked you up, I 
was forrunate " . 

Thomas was Ill several pnson camps in the Ma· 
mla area before he was tranSported to the island 
of Palawan m September 1942 as part of a group 
of 300 pnsoners wh? se~ed as slave laborers, 
cleanng the jungle WJth prurullve tools and bu1ld· 
ing a landing strip for J~panese 3Jrcraft 

Initially a few Amencans managed to escape, 
then the J~panese de~ that if anyone tned to 
flee, the other nine men Ill hiS IO·member squad· 
ron would be executed 

"(Besides), there was no place to go, really," 
ThomasS3Jd 

Some prisoners did everythmg they could, in· 
eluding munlanng themselves. to avo1d working 
on the rurfield. maintQJIDIIg theu- labor would ;ud 
theenemy . 

" I w<l!: ~ery good at makiiiC. eJCcuses," Thomas 
S3Jd ul told myself I \\<'85 building II for the Amen­
cans, and as 11 rumed out, tw J months after 11 was 
fmished, American Navy planes were landmg on 
II. 

"I knew 1t was healthy 10 v.-,.,.k You became 
,·ery consoous oh•11)'S to 513) ' 

In September 19+1. two) '"" er he armed 

Thomas, 69, remembers tbe day during 
World WarD when another PO\\ smashed 
a canteen against a prisoner's bead to pro-

at Palawan. Thomru. and the other prisoners were 
dl\1ded mto ""o groups The group in which 
Thomas w~ placed v. as desnned for transport by 
"hell ~h•p" to Japan for use as laborers m faao­
nes and on farms 

The other group stayed on Palav.an. and on 
Dec 14 the men m 11 were massa~red by the Japa· 
nese, who sounded a false a1r-ra1d alarm, herded 
the pnsoners mto the1r trenches, then doused 
them w1th aVIatiOn fuel and set them afne Wlth 
torches 

The bodies were man!(led to make 11 look to the 
Amencan hberallon forces. then re-establishing 
themselves 10 the Philippines. as 1f the pnsoners 
had been k!lled by Amencan bombs. 

About 140 died m the massacre One of the few 
to escape the slaughter was a youny Manne from 
Urbandale, Glenn McDole, later a state trooper 
and Polk County sheriffs deputy Some 30 Japa· 
nesc soldiers were hanged after the war for the 
atroc1tv. thanks m part to McDole's account of 
the sl.uighter 

Still ahead for Thomas was the ordeal of more 
than fiVe weeks aboard the sh1p from Manila to 
Forrno~a. where the sun.1vors were kept for three 
months to recover enough strength to be used~ 
lAborers tn Japan, wh1ch, b~ then. was commg 
under mcrea:;10g anack by Amencan bombers. 

For a 11me Thomas worked m a steel mill near 
Osaka, then he was ~en: to a \'lllage nonh of 0!.3· 
kn to help redaJm farmland from a l!!ke and to 
plant nee There he be~an to regam ms health, 
b) eating clams he fJund on the lakt>shore and m 
the water. 

1h~t w11s JUSt hke f •llj!lc," he Silld 'You ate 

J 

• 

teet a few drop~ of water. He reconstructed 
the incident in his 1948 painting that cap· 
tured the anguish and agony on tbe ship. 

one clam, and you could JU~t ft>el the energy go 
through yot:r body That \\as tht most protem 
we'd had m pmon camp.' 

Japan surrendered on Au~ 15. 1945, after the 
Umtee Statt>s dropped atomiC bombs on Huosht· 
ma and Nagasaki, but Thomas and his fello\\ 
prisoners were not aVIare the war was 0\ er unula 
fewday5 afterward. 

Later, Amencan a1rp!anP; began droppmg 
supplies for the liberated pnsoners. !'he Ar'ltn· 
cans ;;hared the bountv with thP Japanese 
farmers m the neighborhood. and the farmers 
shared the1r vegetables. 

"It was a real good rclatJon.,hlp lo end up 
Wlth," Thomas said. " I ttc: wert> ns hung!) It~ we 
were" 
Thorn~ gol Thanksg~vmj! dmncr al Yokohama 

on the battleship USS Col(lriJdo. and was flown to 
the Umttd States, and landed ot a milu.uy a1rfield 
near Oakl~nd. Calif - afler rwo of the fl'ur en· 
gines on the a1rplane caught f1re dunn~ the flight 

He was discharged from the Mannes .J.S a l.er· 
geanr in the spnng or 1946, enrolled th.n fall a1 
Central College, was graduat~d m l!l50 and spent 
33 ve~ as an art tl'acher m \\'lnt~rset schools 

He IS now 6!1 year> old. a f1t-lookmg m.on Wllh a 
good ~ense of humor who helped start the \\ m­
terset an center and u program to recognue rhe 
two years th3t Geurgc Wastur.gton Carver spent 
m Wi~te~et as a young man 

Thomas n~'\ N cons.dl'red I>.JI!lSelf J hero, c I} 
"a ~un.'l\-or, and he was not M~merved by tele­
VISIOn d'.mng the Pernan Gulf\\'ar 

"To me the) v. ere glamounzlllg war," he SJ)~ 
ul d1dn I liJ<e II ' 1 . 
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'Live by Request Starring 
Elton John.' 8 p.m on A&E 

The €ndunng Rocket Man· 
beco. 1es the latest ar11stto 
headlme th1s senes ol 
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te!ev1~ed from Ho JywoOd as 
John accepts aud1encc 
requests 
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A POE\1 

How to submit 
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Web s1te v.11l host a 
coMmumty poem of verse 
wntten about the World 
Trade Center tragedy 

Submtss1ons from poets 
across Iowa and around the 
globe will be added da1ly on 
the Register s1te through 
Dec. 24 The poem can be 
reached. and poets can 
submtt thetr verse, by gomg 
to www OesMomes 
Reg1ster.com 

The commun1ty poem 
begms, 1 see two towers, 
standmg st11l " Wnters 
whose verse 1S added to the 
poem w111 receiVe cred1t neJct 
to the11 work 

Fum,r TIP 
Take snapshots 

took a pl10to of my 
daughter Wl:'l each of her 
guests at her seventh 
birthday party I ordered 
double pnnts so my 
daughter could use one set 
lor her thank·you notes She 
wrote a n1ce note on the 
back of each photo and 
mailed them to her guests 
We rece1ved many mce 
compliments about thiS Idea 

- B W Eureka, Calif . 
2001 Torr M Mal 1 
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·Part 2: View 
from the camps 
,/'rison mmps lcjc • 

111<:111011<.:.~ of hwv;cr, oold .. 
nne/ st{t}crir~gfor the • 

' /cx~:wr.~ mpcllrccl ~v the 

enemy The experience 
• c;lso left-fttclmll! scars. 

llow chc experience changed the /1\:<.;.o; o.f lm~Yms. 

44 mont 
What was 11 Like to spend nearly 

four years 111 a Japanese pnson camp? 
lJ('tU' Fleener hears that question all the 
time It was so m~SCroble that he can 
burely an~wcr. He kept hiS sanity by 
remembering his grandfather's Iowa {ann. 

By MIKE KILEN 
Hft: fP TA~f Vl'ftrTEA 

H e LS 79 and tiv es alone in a trailer on the 
east s1de of Des Moines. 

Photographs of a young Gene 
Fleener m uruform hang on the walls of the 
tight hallway leading to his bedroom. 

Here's a picture of him not too long after 
he got out of the Japan~ prisoner of war 
camp m 19-15. Hls urufonn swallows Ius 
skmnybody 

In the bedroom. he has piled the bed w1th 
memones, mO>tly pictures, old soldier 
reuniOn nco.\ sletters and official documents 

He picks up three rtemo; 
The flfllt L" a toothbrush. the bristles '' om 

down to the plastic He used it m POW 
camp 

Then the worn tJn cup he drank from 
Fmally a Jllece of wood shaped like a foot, 

a thin leathrr strap fastened to the SJde wtth 
u bent-Q\'er nrul. It L~ the wooden sandal he 
made and wore m camp. 

lle talks ;~bout 11 aU w1thout much wonder 
or enthus1asm, as if going through the 
reqUired monon.~. even as his trembling 
hand holds 1terru; he used 56 years ago, as a 
young man, when all he could do to surviVe 
was play mental tricks, idealizing Ius 
grandfather's Iowa farm 

so 

December 3, 2001 
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OA' Of'; T R 0"'-'R£ S.TEHPHOTOS For 56 years people have asked him how 
he ~rviVed. lmagme responding to that. 

He did surviVe. Forty-four months of heU. 
"It's like wuuling the lottery," fleener 

says or hL~ survival. "You think it would be 
all good. But you don't come away feeting 
good" 

Medal lor bravery: Gene Fleener holds his Asiatic Pacific Camprugn medal He spent 44 months m a Japanese POW camp. 
Fleener wants to be remembered for the hero1c effort by the Mannes to defend Wake Island before Ius 1~1 capture. 

• People want to know what 11 was like to 
spend almost four years m a POW camp. 
Thl'\' always have. 

They want to hear the details. not just the 
war stones about •me and the boys on 
leave," the gun calibers and fighter plane 
models, the military tacllcs and textbook 
~trategy 

!bey want to hnd out how a man can 
survrve w1th a bayonet in his face everv 
d.Jy. With unle to eat, wondenng on wh<it 
d.Jy he will die 

When the Japanese boarded the Ameri­
can pri<;oners on the ship to take them to 
camp, they were given a iJst of 12 rules. 

ProhrbriJons mcluded talking in loud 
voices and usmg more than two blankets. 

Punishment was unmediate death. 
The rules document provided this grim 

con<;olauon "Navy of the Great Japanese 
Empire will not try to punish you all With 
de<~th." 

Then they promptly beheaded five 
soldiers. 

It gets fuuy at times, remembering all 
this. Fleener says, especially when his mil· 
Itary career hcgan w1th such enthusiasm. 

Bccomrng a soldier seemed the thing to 

Inside 
TRUTH 
T~e st r 1f 
..II. hP ...:> 

wrll be told n 
an lo.·•a State 
11• 1u•· on 

POW IN 
GERMANY. 
AI IW 
..Jpturtu <Jy 
the Germans 
ate dogs and 
grass 
Page 6E 

do, corrung from the hny town of Newburg, 
near Gnnnell, where the only thlng he 
wanted was to get away He even changed 
his b1rth cert1frcate to JOIII the MannE>~ at 
age 17 because they had mce uruform~. That 
was 1940. 

Eighteen months later he was mannrng a 
large gun and shoohng at Japanese drve 
bombers commg 111 h1m on tUlY Wake 

SeE· WAR. Page 6E 

\\:'hen does war hit home? 
In modern Amenca 11 happened on Dec. 7, 

l~H. and Sept 11. 2001. 
The balance of global conf!Jcts in the lru.1 100 

years were fought on the soil of other nat10ru; 
Thousands of Iowans witnessed those conflicts. 

World War 1. World War Il. the wars m Korea . 
Vtetnam and the Persian Gulf. 

They fought, they served on the sidelmes. they 
watched the enemy mvade their country, they 

fled the oppressors. 
Many of those witnesses walk past u.s every day 

on the sidewalks, silently sheltenng their past 
No single expenence can capture the love and 

hate, confusion and heartbreak of war 
But in the aftermath of Sept. II, a few low am; 

dug into therr memories and therr scrapbook.~ to 
share their stones with us. 

The senes ends on the 60th anruversary of the 
bombmg of Pearl Harbor 

SUNDAY 
War hom lhe Olher S1de 

How Dietel Konitzer lied the 
advan,tno Russians 1n the 11nal days 

of World War II 

TODAY 
V1ew from lhe Camps 

Gent Fleener spent 44 hanowtng 
months In a Japanese POW camp 

TUESDAY 
leners from Home 

Husbands at the front and the11 
WIVes keep love alive dunng lhree 

wars . 

WEDNESDAY 
You Can I Kill Memones 

Allhe Iowa Veterans Home In 
Marshall/own, old soldiers 'orne to 

terms w11h !hell hlstones 

THURSDAY 
Guns, Bombs. Slarvallon and Murder 
fowa's refugees spenl years duek1ng 

bullets and grenades lo survtve 

FRIDAY 
W1lness lo Alla'k 

Bud Wise saw bombers ana'k Pearl 
Harbor, and John Clayburo walehsd 
lhe World Trade Center 'ollapse 

Homemade coolties can have cut-and-bake cot1vertiet1ce 
I);"< .vs o1CE 

!11c tunc has call1{' for rce­
box cookies, which require a 
fC\\ rrunutcs here and there 
rather than an enure after­
noon and can last for weeks 
m the freezer before baking 

Th(' secret L" wrappmg 
them lightly before you put 
the logs of dough m the 
freezer If you hag them in 
those thtck plast1c bags and 
make sure they"re totally 
.urt1ght they'll keep two to 
I hi l'C months. 

When you're ready to 

hake, pull out your heav1est, 
sharpest knife Serrated 
edges tend to tear the dough. 
so stick with a strarght blade 

When CUiting, hold the 
blade in one hand and place 
the palm of the other hand on 
top of the blade to gtnde the 
knife straight dOWJL Follow 
recipe gwdelines for thick· 
nes:; of mdiv11lual cookies. 

Most doughs y,iJJ cut eas1ly 
directly out of the freezer, but 
If you're having trouble, let 
the dough sit for f1ve or 10 
minutes to soften slightly If 
the dough is too soft, the log 

"ill flatten as you cut leavmg 
you w1th defeated-looking 
shapo.., 

!11c tectuuque of rolling. 
freezmg->l.iong doesn't haVe 
to be hrruted to r•<e~pes that 
mclude the words "icebox" or 
• fret'"1er" m the rwne 

you can abO JUS! f recze the 
lwnp of dough. then JUSt drop 
them from a spoOn 

Raspberrv sw~rls 
I n Coo~oe DyfiJI ~ 
H.mano· Hauohi011 

''!CUP (1 stick) butter atroom 

temperature 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 egg 
2 cups all·purpose flour 
1teaspoon bakmg powder 
y, teaspoon salt 
~cup raspberry jam 
~cup shredded coconut 
V. cup finely chopped walnuts 

In a medium bowl. beat 
together butter or marganne. 
sugar, vanilla and egg Wltil 
hght and fluffy. Add flour, 
balung powder and salt, 
beatmg until blended. 

Refngcrate unul flfm, 
several hours or overrught 
Before rolling out dough. let 
stand al room temperature 
unlil soft enough to roll easily 

In a small bowl, combine 
Ja!ll. coconut and wdlnuts 
Between two ~heelS of ".ox 
paper, roll dough mto a 12-
by·9-mch rcct.ulgle. Spread 
Jalll ITlJJ\1urC l'VCnl) over 
dough to wnhm ~2 mch of 
edges 

Roll up dough, Jeltyroll 
fa~hion, ~1artmg from long 
stde. Cut log in half for eao,c m 
handling. 

Wrap and rcfngerale until 
flfm, 5<!\·er.tl hours or over· 
rught (Dough may be stored 
m freezer several \\ eeks) 

Preheat oven to 375 
degrees Grease baking 
sheets Using a large. sharp 
krufe, CUI chilled dough mlo 
Y .-mch sir ct.'S Place 2 mches 
<~part on ~hects Bake 8 to 10 
mmutes or until edges arc 
golden. Remove cookies from 
bukmg she<.'IS, cool on racks 

MJkcs 45 cookies 

See COOKIES, Page 2E 
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Hem• the e.\-perienc.-c clunll,ic:d the Ii-L--es of /ouxms. 

Captured by Germans, soldier 
\Vas forced to eat grass, dogs 

The torture and mhwnane 
lt eatment is hard for them to 
talk about. 

The mass graves. 
The eating of grass and dogs 

and sawdust-laden bread that 
gave them splinters in their 
mouths. 

No smgle anecdote quite tells 
the ~tory of the prisoner of war 
It's the little things that surface 

Bruce Longl>treet of Des 
Moines l>pent five months and 
lost nearly 100 J)OWlds in a Ger­
man camp after being captured 
during the Battle of the Bulge. 

He remembers the war every 
ume he buys toilet paper, which 
wa~ rare m camp. 

Some items are more unusual. 
Longstreet IS haunted by the 
memory of candy 

"We were taken out of box­
cars by German guards and 
marched through the town. 
They spit on us and threw rocks 
at us. Wewerethecriminals," he 
explains. 

"When we were liberated and 
given rations with some candy 
in it, little German children were 
begging for our candy. I cbdn't 
give them any. I thought , you 
little bastards, you were throw­
ing rocks at us a few weeks ago. 

Words of Jesus: Visiting the \\ 'orld War 11 memorial at the Iowa Capitol. former POW Bruce 
Longstreet looks at a copy of the New Testament he used for comfort during the war 

"I ~till buy toilet tissue by the 
case and the best I can get," he 
said. 

As I grew older . . . why 
didn't I give my candy to the 
children? That haunts me worse 
than anything I saw in prison 
camp. 

- ,\1rke Krfen 

Memories: A World War ll 
poster hangs m Bruce Long­
street's Des Moines basement. 

Prison camps leave scars for Iowans 
WAR, from Page 1 E 

Island, a scrap of land often used us 
a fuel stop for the military en route 
to Pearl Harbor 

He remembers seemg the teeth 
of one Japanese bomber. 

"He wa.> not smiling." 
For 161ong days, Fleener helped 

hold off the Wake Island attack He 
remembers bemg upset when he 
ran out of ufe Savers 

"You pick these small thu1gs to 
thmk about; he says. 

When 11 was time to ~111Tender 
on Dec. 23, I~L Fleener wa~ so 
tired he put down his weapon and 
slept under a bu.-;h. He awoke to a 
bayonet m his face. 

Japanese liOidiers stripped him 
naked, put a rope arrund h1s neck 
and tied him to the next guy. 

"lf we'd have known what we 
were about to go 

sure it was cold 
In the summer, the heat was 

msufferable. 
Mosquitos squeezed through the 

broken screens to spread malaria 
to the solcbers, who were thinning 
fast on a starvation cbet and toiling 
nine hours a day hauling dirt to 
OOild a ~foot-tall hill for a shoot­
ing range. 

The only mecbcine was charroal 
for cbarrhea. lf sent to the com­
JlOWld's hosp1tal, many were sure 
to cbe. 

That IS where Fleener found 
himself after getting malaria and 
cbarrhea. a combtnatJon the sol· 
diers took as a death sentence. 

He lay m the hospital bed. certain 
tt was curtaJJ15, watching the man 
next to him, legs mere skin and 
bones, cbe later that rught. 

Fleener's buddy saved his life. 
A feUow pns­

through," he 
says , .. v.'e 
wouldn't have 
surrendered" 

• His account of 

"What I am 
proud of is my 

dad was in 

oner had secretlv 
filled an old soY 
sauce bottle with 
water and buried 
it for emergen· 
oes He cooled 
Fleener's feverish 
head with the 
water and broke 

the next 44 
months is pamful 

American liOI· 
cbers sat naked 
for two days 
WithOUt food Or 
water, he says. 
Their Japanese 
captors consid· 

World War I, 
me and my five 
brothers served 
in World War II 
and Korea, and 

• the fever. 
Fleener was 

forced to return to 
work but was too 
weak to shovel 
and haul dirt. we all came 

I Another prisoner, 
not much stron­
ger, took his load 

"People don't 

ered killing them l 
all, then were back." 
ordered by supe­
riors to give them 
water. 

Gene Fleener 

It was served m an old gas can 
The AmericarlS vomtted it back up. 

Days later, they were herded on 
a ship headed for the Shanghat 
prisoner of war camp On board 
"they beat heU out of us," Fleener 
recalls. 

The barracks wa.> a ~nes of 
bunks that slept nine, 2 feet apan 
Forget rolling over or curling up 

·we slept at attention." 
The barracks had heat only one 

hour each day. Guard' would place 
thell' hands on the stove to make 

know what you 
you are forced." can do when 

Fleener says 
He ~'IJI"\'ived another harrowing 

event m camp. 
While kneeling out5ide the bar­

racks dearung his boots. which had 
to be spotless, he heard footsteps. 

At the time, prisoners were 
req\nred to salute every Japanese 
solcber Fleener acted as if he didn't 
see the guard and hoped he would 
continue to walk past him 

He looked up to see boots before 
him 

Punishment was death 

-
-

These are the rules George Fleener was gtVen before boardmg the ship 
to be transported to the Japanese pnsoner of war camp. 

Commander of the prisoner escort 
Navy of the Great Japanese Empire 
Regulations for prisoners 

The pn:;oners di:;ob~y1no the followmg orders will be pumshed wrth 
1mmed1ate death. 

a Those diSObeying orders and 1nstruct10ns 
b Those showtng a motion of antagonrsm and ra1s1ng a stgn of 

oppostf1on. 
c Those dlsobeyrng the regulations by tndiV'duahsm, egorsm, 

thmkrng only about yourself, rushrng for your own goods. 

I 

d Those talkr~g ,.,,thout pern1ssro11 or ra1stng loud votces. 
e Those waking .~d ~'"Ovlng wt.~out order 
t lhose carryrng unnecessary baggage tn embarking. 
g Those res1st g ~'"utua Jy 
" Ti'ose touchmg the bOat's mater as. wues. electriC 1gNs. tools. 

swttc.hes, etc 
Those cl1mb1rg ladder \',llhout order 

1 Ti'ose s~owrng act1on of runnmg away from the room or boat 
k Those tryrng to take ~"Ore meal than g1ven to them 
I Those usrng more than two blankets 

Navy of the Great Japanese Emp1re w11! not try to p~nrsh you all w1th 
death Those obeymg ail rules and regulations, and beilevmg the actiOn 
and purpose ot the Japanese Navy, cooperating w1th Japan 10 
constructrng the "New order of the Great As1a," wh1ch leads to the 
world's peace, will be well treated 

• 
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Injured on face. Gene Fleener recalls a Japanese soldJ.er's bayonet slashing tus nose, leavmg 11 dangling and bleeding, as a POW 
in a Shanghai prison camp. "If we'd have known what we were about to go through_" he says, "we wouldn't have surrendered." 

"The SOB stopped." Fleener 
says. He leapt to his feet, saluting 
and pleacbng that he didn t see the 
guard 

"You're a liar," the Japanese 
solcber replied 

He swung the bayonet attached 
to hi.s gun on each ~ide of Fleener's 
face. provicbng a close shave, then 
slashed it across his oose,Jr.avmg it 
dangling and bleeding from his 
face. 

FeUow Americaru. dared not 
intervene as Fleener bled, 

As his nOf;C healed unevenly 
during the long days, months and 
years that followed, his thoughts 
shifted from hope of war's end to 
thoughts of his pa.>'t. 

He remembered his grandfa· 
ther's farm, the hallowed family 
ground and home to Fleeners since 
before the Civil War. Jt was a mind 
game. 

Fleener's body, however was 
failing . He had tubercuJosi~. His 
165-pound body dropped 68 
pounds. 

One day, out of the blue after he 
and feUow prisoners wer~ moved 
to a coal-mining pri<;oner camp. the 
Japanese offered them cups of 
wine and sugar 

Confused and frightened. the 
prisoners drank 1t. 

The Japanese walked away 
They were never seen agam. 

Afrrud that rt was a tnck and 
they would be shot, Fleener and his 
mates cbdn't move for three hours 

Then. caUtiously, they ratded the 
nee supply and ate 11 as fa'>! as 11 
could be boiled American planes 
began to drop loaves of bread m 
empty torpedo cartridges 

The war wa.> over, 
The worst was not 

• 
Fleener came back to tus little 

ho~etov.11 and wa~ disapPomted. 
I put that place and the people 

Garb: Sometimes forced to be naked, Fleener was given a sandals 
to wear during his POW stay. Much time was spent m the cold 

upon apedestal," hesays "Nothing 
could Jive up to that " 

1\vo of his fellow prisoners 
commrtted swcide. 

He would be further discour­
aged m the foltowmg post-war 
months, especially when he went 
mto town wrth his dad 

"Meet my son." his father would 
say "He ~pent 44 months m a Jap 
prison" 

Nothing was mentioned about 
fending off the Japanese for 16 
days on Wake Island 

"Your ego~ down on the floor," 
Fleener says. "ln a sense rt was a 
ternble tune." 

He spent a year II\ an isolated 
hospital room because he . had 
tuberculosis He faced diff1cult 
surgeries to reconstruct his nose. 
He suffered claustrophobia and 
says he drank too much. 

Brt by bit, he worked himself out 
of the funk. 

He went to coUege. He moved to 
Caltfomia. was a salesman and 
owned a business. 

He married a wonderful woman 
who cbed in 1975, an event he says 
led to lhe worst gr;ef in his hfe. 

Through the years, he noticed 
the lasting effects of war. He feels 
hungry, even after a full meal. 

Today, in reorement m a Des 
Moines trailer, he has a bed full of 
memories. He prcks them up one at 
a time, with little emotion 

Something IS bothenng him. 
"Everybody wanl~ to make you 

some sort of hero," he says. • I don't 
feel that way I don't come away 
feeling good about these thing~ 

"What I am proud of IS my dad 
was m World War I, me and my 
fu:e brothers served m World War 
II and Korea and we all came back. 

"Six of the 22 members of the 
1'-iewburg American Legion JlO'>'I at 
one time were Fleeners. That's a 
heUuva Jot better than talkmg about 
a Jap prison camp." 

Reporter Mike Kilen c1n be ruched al 
(515) 284-836t or 

kllenm@news .dmreg .com 

Heroes tell 
their stories 

Jane Cox was moved by 
World War D stones she heard 
across the kitchen tables m Iowa 

She used the words of 12 ve~ 
erans rn her scnpt for "Heroes 
Among Us." a production at 
Iowa State Uruversity's FISher 
Theater that opens Friday. 

Alm~t all of them told st~ 
nes that were very vrvrd. You 
could see prctures m thei.J' mind," 
said Cox, associate professor c:f 
perforrrung arts at Iowa State. 

"These were typical people 
who never thought of bemg 
solcbers They were wilhng to 
sacrifice anything to help the 
country and anybody they cared 
about They have carried it m 
thc1r hearts for a lifetime. 

A common trait that surfaced 
m thet.r memoll's was modesty 

• All said they were jUSt trying 
todothc1rduty,"Coxsaid "They 
were determined to do thei.J' best 
and not let anybody down." 

Many were left w1th lasting 
sensat1ons about what they wrt­
nessed. from lhe battlefields to 
the home front, from military 
h~>p1tal~ to liberated concentra­
tiOn camps 

"It wa~ all very moving. We aD 
~'fwd on their shouldP.rs • 

'Heroes Among Us' 
WHEN 730 m 
Fnday·Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday. 
730 p m. Dec 14·15 and 
2 p 7 Dec 16 
WHERE F1sher Theater, Iowa 
State C ·nter Ames 
TICKETS $10 adults, S9 semor 
crt1zens S4 50 students and 

• children. Call (515) 294-3347. 

• 



MID\VES T rl' RAVELER 
E 
GC 

EUEN HEATH, Sunday lowalife Ed1tor 
515·284-8506/emaU. eheathCdmreg .com 

SUNDAY 
November 10. 2002 

TRAvEL 

Tourists savor 
unusual view 

Travelers to Costa 
Rica get a different 
perspective, zipping 
through the tree tops 
in a ram forest. 
attached to a cable by 
rappel ling and 
spelunking gear 
Page 3E 

AN IOWA 
MOMENT 

How Iowans went the 
extra mile to help others 

Recently, my car battery 
went dead at an Iowa C1ty 
restaurant A tol\ing serv1ce 
Jump-started 1t and sent me 
to a garage. But on the way, 
my car stalled 10 the road 

As I tned to ratse the 
hood a young man satd he 
had a tow truck three cars 
behmd me and could tow me 
to the garage, 

At the garage, I asked how 
to pay h1m 

·No charge." he sa1d 
I said. "You'll never get 

rich that way." 
Hts response was, ·r have 

other riches." 
That's OK~clly who! you 

would e.~tpect a guardian 
angel In Iowa City, Ia ., to say 

-Ardis O'Dell, 
Iowa City, Ia. 

Tilt Register writ pay SIO ""'~ •st 
your story Jbout tow.tns who went 

the extra miff to help you Wnr1 
about 50 words 1nd send to An 
/or.'2 Moment Tile Dts Molnts 

Rtgrsttt, P 0 Box 957. Dts 
AfOI()t$, li 50304 Of Stnd t-rruil 
to thutht:rf~ta com lncludl 
your llddress lnd pfiOnt num~r 

TooA\ ·s 
BIRTIIDA\ S 

Actress Heather 
Matar.~zzo is 20. Rapper Eve 
is 24 Actress Brittany 
Murphy ("8 Mile," "Girl, 
Interrupted") is 25 Actress 
Mackenzie Phillips ("One 
Day At A Time") Is 43 
Actor-comedian Slnbad Is 
46. Actor Jack Scalia Is 51. 
Actress·dancer Ann Reinking 
Is 53. Lynclst Tim Rice IS 58 
Actor Russell Johnson 
("Gilligan's Island") 1s 78 

TOMORRO\\ 

Read this. Iowa! 
The AI lo 1a Reads 

protect unv01ls the work that 
11 thinks all Iowans should 
read m 2003 

l\DE\ 
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Family Almanac • 1 OE 
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1er 
A Bataan Death !\larch sur\ivor 

returns to the Philippines 
to confront his demons 

By JOHN D. LUKACS 
SPECW. TO 1l1E I!EGISTER 

aniJa, Philippines 
- Memories pour 
from his mind like 
the amber contents 
of the cold bottle ol 

-IIIIa.. San Miguel beer in 
- his hand. 

Harold Malcolm Amos. with one 
arm balanced on the handle of his 
bamboo cane and lhe other angled 
across the polished narra wood bar 
of the famed ~1anila Hotel's Tap 
Room. IS telling a story m his own 
folksy sty I e. 

·Everyone was gettmg exoted 
after we heard that Pearl Harbor 
was bombed. There were no passes 
off the post. They had to set up some 
operating rooms and firsf-aJd sta· 
tions. Everybody was on duty 24 
hours a day," Amos recalls. 

... 
1ers 

1~( f-0111• Hit SlttY or 
WOilO WAIJr• UIISf OUIIIII~ IIIS$1011 

Their story: "Ghost Soldiers,~ 
by Hampton Sides (Anchor 
Books. $14 .95 paperback) tells 
of the raid that rescued Amos 
from prison camp. 

AR f '<DEL '1'1<~ "f !Sl ~ 

·And no more San Miguel 
Amos, 80. is a lifelong Afton, la., 

resident and survivor of the infa. 
mous Bataan Death March - the 
atrOCJty.filled evacuation of prison· 
ers of war !'Tom one of America'~; 
bloodiest, ya leasr-lmown, World 
War 0 Pacific Theater battlefields 

Last May. he returned to the 
Pacific archlpelago as part of a tour 
commemorating the 60th anruver· 
sary of the Fall of the Philippines. 
Accompanying him on the em()o 
tiona! journey was his daughter, 
Michelle Anderson. as weU as sev· 
era! veterans and their families 
from across the country 

in-arm.c; returned to the Phihpplnes 
to JX,U'ticlpate in memorial cerem()o 
niP'I and df'd•catlon.'l, to r~>kindle 
lhcir love lor llw FilJpino prople and 
to ren~o-t't ill the sill'S of lXltlk-s and 
hornhc: <~lroclli~· 

Death March survivor and former prisoner ot war: lhrold Malcolm Amos holds his 
.military medals from World Warn. which include Bron... Stars for meritorious service 
and the Purple Heart. given to armed forces members who are wounded in action. 

Amos and his fonner brothers· 

_D 
(I 

Our111 ,<;ea 

P/111fnpfnes 
B 

fJ 
0 ....... 

~ 

But mO!Itly, the old l>Oldiers 
returned to exorcLo;e ghosts that -
to par<~phra...e Gen Dougla'l Mac· 
Arthur's legendary fareweU speech 
- have yet to "jUSt fade away.~ 

After all. if nny group of Ameri· 
can veterans de:ierves an honorable 
cfu:;clwge from the nightmares, 
n~ and residual effects of 
lhe horrors Of War ,It'S the forgotten 
defenders of Bataan. 

TheiT epiC stand ~ a heart· 
wrenching history le:ison com­
pr~ into a footnote- if that -
in lllOSt school textS 

In the dark. early days of World 
War U, nearly 20,<XXl American 
military pt'MMel were ~11bjected to 
some of the most barbaric acts ever 
afforded pnsoners of war. Beatings, 
executions and olher atrOCities 

;PlCIAI. TO nor •£GiilHI 

Survivor 
VETERAN: Harold Malcolm 
Amos 
AGE: 80 
HOMETOWN: Afton,la 
ENliSTED: Wrth U.S Army 
"'Eiltcal Corps at age 18 
ENDURED; Battle for Bataan. 
Ba:aan Death March, three years 
In Japanese pnsoo camp 
RESCUED: In the Great Raid. Jan. 
30,1945 
RETURNED HOME: Late in 1945 
FAMilY: Wrfe. loraine, and seven 
ch ildren 

400 mt!es 

/ M.tlavsla See BATAAN, Page 2E Staff Sgt. Amos posed m his full dress uniform. 

LIFE IN AFTON: Ran a grocery 
store, served as city councilman, 
Is currently mayor 

liiE !IEGIS'TIA 

Something special 
underfoot 

When Jennifer and John 
Vollmer were married in 
19M, she wanted a linle something extra 
So she and her mother, artist Nan Wilson. palnled a 
floral design on a long stretch of hea\j' canvas to create 
llll able nmner leading to the altar 

Now, Vollmer and Wilson m Sioux City, la, are 
making J6.inch..wide. band-pam!ed aisle runners for 
other brides. Coated with polyurethane for protection, 
the canvas nmners are quieter than paper runners. The 
custom-made runners cost $30 per square foot. and 
Vollmer and Wilson have 14 styles to rent ror $10 per 
linear foot. They range from 25 to 75 feet long. 

Oleck with wedding planners and consultants. lne 
women's Web site is www.nanwi.lsonai:;les.eom 

2·Night Disney Vacation 
Magic Packages 

from $182 per person• 

Includes accommodaUons at a 
Dtsneyfancf' Resort Good flerghbor 

Hotel Disney!Jnd' Reson Pa1k Hopper 
T!d.tJt Oisntr;s Magic Feature. 

and preferrell stlol'l sealmg 

Pssst 
1/w latest bu.!::;Z across the stace 

Design goes to the dogs (and cats) 
Does your cal seem stressed out? It could be because 

her whiskers whack against the side of her dish when 
she eats. Who knew this could be a problem? 

&Jt \VernOz Internarional thinks it bas the asb'Wer 
With ll'i pdletlled 
n()owhisker-sness bowl 
($25), comoured to a 
eat's lace and plenty 
wide to accornmo<Jate the 
whiskers. 

Wetn{)z ~makes dishes for dogs. 
One has a handle raiSed hsgh on one side, so you can lift 
it without toud\lng the slobbery, messy parts ($.10). 

DIShes are rnade of stainless steel; handles and feet of 
rubber Ftnd t~ pet gear at Design Ranch in Iowa City 
or online at www.netnoz.corn. 

3·Night Disney Dream 
Maker Pat:kages 

from $349 per adult" • 

Includes accommodations at a 
Sitted Walt Disnej World' Reson Hotel 

Parf< HopperTic~et that provides 
lmiS~ton to all Wait Disney World' 

Parks Water Pariis and morel 

No grog in this nog 
Just m nme for hllJday 

parties IS Sharon Tyler 
Herbst·s new book. 1lle 
Ul!imme Liquor-Free Drink 
Guide: More Than 325 
Drinks With No &llz, But 
PlentY of Piz7.azz!" 
(Broodwoy Books. $15) The 

Sharon Tyler 1-1erb3t ---- ... 

pages are filled with reapes for easy-t«Hnake coolm. 
smoot.hies, nogs. pmches, mocktails and more. '-1zud 

up to look fabulous m the glass Who needs~ when 
you can have Sugar·Bu:ih Hummers, Hot Fluffemuners 
Arabian Yansoons and Funky Monkeys? ' 

Herbst also weaves quotes throughout the book. such 
as thls from actor Peter OToole: "Being sober for~ 
many years is gertirtg interesting." 

Call AAA Travel or ates 
and availabilitY· 

Travel 
AMES 

226 S. Thud St 
(515) 232-6165 

OpiM.!., ::f r It Jlo.- ~ """' 

WEST DES MOINES 
1500 • 301h S! 

l!i15} 2234104 
'.),4- IJIJ' .fn 8r 5 ~ 

Or Call (800) 222-1333 
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1 THEATER Shenandoah 
Shakespeare Express, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday. Friday and Saturday In 
Grand Central Station, Central 
College, 812 University, Pella. 

The Vtrgmm-ht-;ed Shenandoah 
Shakespe.1re Express will bring a 
tno of the Bard·~ works to Central's 
stage this week. 1 h•· comical "The 
Tammg of the Shrew• will be per. 
fanned Thursday, folluwed by the 
bittersweet ''The Tempest" Friday 
and concludtng with the tragedy 
·eonolanus" Saturday. The three 
plays gtve an ex<X'Uent overview of 
Shake;peare's range, touching on 
evexythtng but ht'> hi<;tories. Free. 
(641) ()28..5157 

2 COMEDY: Chonda Pierce, 7 
p.m. Monday at First Federated 

Church, 4801 Franklin Ave. 
Comedian Olonda Pierce will 

bnng her popul.ir stand-up routine 
to Des MolJle) this week. Pierce 
descnbes her sell as a ~cross 
between a nun and a Las Vegas 
showgi.rl. ·an rnteresttng combina­
tiOn She draw:. on her own some­
tunes painful life experiences to 
shme a humorous light on almost 
any toprc. $15 r.n advance, $17 at the 
door (515) 255-21.22.. 

3 MUSIC Mus In tho Time of 
War,· 7 tonight at Westminster 

Presbyterian Church, 4114 Allison 
Ava. 

The Westmm.<;ter Oratorio Chorr 
and Orchestra will perfonn Franz 
Joseph Haydn's cl~1c work today 
as part of Westnunster's Fine Arts 
Series. Randal Buikema will con­
duct the group, fearunng soloiSts 
Rebecca Gruber, Jenny Beckman, 
Edwr.n Gnffith and Scott La Graff. 
Free. (515) 274-1534. 

4 MOVIE· 'Wild Strawberries,' 
2:30p.m. today In the Morgan 

E. Cline Hall of Pharmacy and 
Science. Drake University, 25th 
Street and University Avenue. 

Master frlmmaker lngmar 
Bergman directed this lg)7 Swed· 
ish him about a man dealing wrth 
his inner demons and inadequacies 
on a literal and figuratwe 
journey. Derman's films 
aren't the most exCiting or 
under~andable thulgs put 
to celluloid. but they are 
compelling and thought· 
provoking. like David 
Lynch's films. Free. 
271·2038. 

No.2: 
Comedian 
Chonda 

Pierce will 
be in Des 
Moines 
Monday. 

5 THEATER 
'Godspell.' 7:30 p m. 

.. 

frlday and Saturday and 1 p.m. 
Nov. 171n Pole Theatre, Blank 
Per1ormlng Arts Center, Simpson 
College. 701 N. "C" St .. Indianola. 

Rehgiou.s rock musical "God­
spell" comes to Simpson t.h.i.s week, 
bnnging the good word and good 
tune:. with it The mUSical will be 
performed usr.ng Jer.ey Growws­
ki's "pOOr theatre,· stripping stage 
and props to the bare mrnimum. 
Stephen Schwanz's songs. such as 
"All Good Gifts" and 'Day by Day," 
are some of the most hummable 
tunes of all time. Adults $8, 

Cool things 

non.Simpoon ~1udents $7, (515) 
961-1601 

6 MUSIC: 34th Annual Band 
Eltravaganu. 7:30p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday at Hancher 
Auditorium, University of Iowa 
campus, Iowa City. 

The llawkeye Marching Band, 
Johnson County Landmark Jazz 

o this week 
Register ~If 

Band and the Symphony Band will 
perform as a part of University of 

Iowa's annual celebration. The 
selections will range 

from the works of 
Leonard Bernstein to 

"Mac the Knife," and the 
Hawkeye Marchrng Band 

will perform favontes such 
as the "lowa Frght Song~ nnd 

~lots from halftime show:>. $4. 
( 31.9) 335-1160 

7 MIME: Baker's Dozen, 10 a.m 
Saturday In the Valley High 

School Auditorium. 1140 35th St .. 
W811 Des Moines 

Mimes, they get no respect. 
Mune is actually one of the most 
drffirult forms of acting. working 
wrth no stage and no props Mime 
rroupe Baker's J»zen will show 

JUSt how much one can express 
with absolutely no acting crutches. 
I1le show is aimed at a younger 
crowd. and anyone mterested in 
learning more is invited to attend a 
rruni-mime workshop after the 
show $4. 222-3455 

8 DANCE: 'Dancers In Concert,' 
8 p.m. Saturday at the Oos 

Sunday Register GC 

No. 8: See the Central Iowa Dance Youth Ballet on Saturday 

Moines Playhouse, 831 42.nd St. 
The Central Iowa Dance Youth 

Ballet will repnse three dances 
from the group's "Debut m 2002" 
from la..<;t Apnl. Twenty~ne dane· 
ers will perform the pieces as weU 
as three new dances and the stage 
debut of "Summer Symphony," 
choreographed by Dianne Aldrich 
and Anton Lnbuschange. SS. (515) 
279-0742 

9 THEATER: 'Engaged,' 2 p.m. 
today and 8 p.m. Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday In the Dows 
Fine Arts Center, Coe College, 1220 
First Ave. N.E., Cedar Rapids. 

William S Gilbert is primarily 
known for the mUSicals he wrote 
wrth Arthur Sullivan, such as "The 
Mlk.ado: but he wrote a few non· 
musical play!> on his own. "En­
gaged" served as a model for 
Oscar Wilde's "The Importance of 

Bemg Earnest. combining smart 
COmedy and satire with farce. 
"Engaged has languil.hed in 
oh<;curltv compared to G!lben and 
Sullivan;s t:Ollaborations. but n's a 
gem that deserves to be discov­
ered. Adults $7, seniors SS. (319) 
~ 

10 MUSIC: The Fly1ng Pans. 
3 p.m. today In the 

Kt111den ler Center, Central College. 
812 U"l~erslty. Palla. 

The m1ghty drums of John 
Bonham have been repla('ed with 
steel drumS as rhe Ayr.ng Pans pay 
a Carililean tribute to Led Zeppe­
lin "St311'Way to Heaven. • "Kash­
nur· and "Whole Lona Love" will 
be grven the steel drum treatment 
counesy of conductor Stan Dahl, 
the Flymg Pans and special guest 
Chri.!; Hopkins. Adultl! ~. students 
and seniors $2. (641) 628-S236. 

Daring raid saved 'ghost soldiers' from certain death 
BATMN, from Page 1E rt was time for a career change. 

were commonplace; adherence to 
the rules of the condua of war was 
rare. 

"I was working in a grocery 
:;tore and figured J could make 
more nlOile) in the Anny than in a 
grocery Slore. ~ Am<ls said 

Of the ongmal Amenc:an ttoops 
consigned to this fate, more than 
half never lived to tell theU' stories. 
But one Iowa nattve is among the 
handful of lucky ones who did. His 
story - an mtegral part of author 
Hampton Stde.s' 2001 best-selling 
book WGhost Soldiers," is a true tale 
of the most danng rescue mission 
in Amen<:an nubtary history -
and might be one of the most 
amazing 

Amos joined the US. Army 
Medical Corps and hoped to enter 
medical school after fulfilling his 
seMCe commitment m the Ftu!JJ>­
pmes. but those plans, much like 
the 001k of the Navy's Paofic fleet 
anchored at Pearl Harbor went up 
in smoke on Dec. 7. l94l 

Havmg spent the prevrous 
everung at a dance, Sergeant Amos 
wao resting in his tmracks when 
he beard news of the attack on tht' 
oth!r ~de of lhe tnternation.•l ddte 
lm~. Alamo of the Pnclfic 

With Afton and the rest of 
Amenca still mU'ed Ln the depths or 
the Great Depression in June 1940, 
the 18-year~ld Am~ decrded that 

"I could not have cared less." 
AmOS admitted. 1. didn't even 
know where Pearl Harbor was. 
Then tt came to me." 

I 

........ _ Come y,1tJl us ID a rooch warmer spot 
..,.....,_, 1:4 pert o1 your " n!el Stay Ul sunes 

wrth !ul! ~ens 111otb Caldlllle best $/lOWS. attradlons and e..et.:S Oil our 
included s~lrips. 5 days a ... ~\ Y011r dri'.er and tour manager are wi1h you 
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Choose from thut/OCJtlons 

FLORIDA GETAWAY • 28 Days • Jan. 6 · Feb. 2, 2003 
21 r • .. ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ 1'lv ~, 0".arldo a<ea a~ ;:)liS 

111 111110 u -ry "'---d) ~ Cute: dmef u.e.Ur a rod <-Ore 

CALIFORNIA GETAWAY· 26 Days • Jan. 17- Feb. 11 2003 
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IIJ!ISCill6 PfOPCif1 w; fuoklllT l!ltS. daily COI\L'1tnlal brealdasl illld d Mel bullet lndud· 
ed ~11ny Tun dttnlr1ter~ •n ~·e LA and Sail OtegO areas 

ARIZONA WONDERS • 26 Days 
Jan. 29 - Feb. 23, 2003 

I 
<ln. og ngo v.c~1 0\l.md~ 171'11'}~tslnanaku:'el!fl»' 
eny QM 10 rr.any rllltlura~ts Cotn'1411Q! b<ea~ d#i soeiallloors 
se-19!al e>~tnt!IGS llflls frequent coo>outs Lots o1 great attratllOOS In 
Phol'r 1 and Tc n 

BEACHFRONT ON MYRTLE BEACH • 26 Days 
Feb. 13 · March 10, 2003 
20 night. nghl on 1M beacl1' Excellent breakfiUt dally Several dinners, lots or great 
.hu"'~ a•ld mM) atlr.Jelto~ Included' 

- C,ll for your FREE copy of our triVtl c•lllog-
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TOLL-FREE 
RESERVATIONS 

877 ·694-8687 

WATERLOO 
(319)2~1 

"I weighed 205 before the war and never 
had a bit of fat on me - strong as a bull. 

I think that's what got me through it ­
I was good and healthy. " 
Harold Malcolm Alno:>, former POW 

After sub6equent Japanese at­
tacks decimated Fihprno­
Amenc:an forces m December 
1941. MacArthur ordered about 
15.000 Americ.rn troops and 90,000 
green F1hpmo recrwts to retreat 
mto the &1taan Perunsula. a 
:.ltlilffiY Jllllglt· rc.11m or nee pad· 
dies, nipa huts und coiO-">.'kll yoloa­
noes. to fight .1 d~laying action and 
wait for relnforco:ments 

But help would never come. Be­
cause of the War Department's 
White House mandate to defeat 
Nazi Germany first, the r.nexperi­
enced and ill-equipped troops 
would be sacnfrced 

Although surrounded. out­
gunned. starvmg and diseased. the 
~Battling Ba\1ards or Bataan" held 
out for about four months in the 
face of overwhelming odds and a 
ferooous enemy. A.., a result, his­
torians would later nickname their 
gallant stand which completely 
upset the lmpenal Japanese tune­
table for the conquest of Asia, the 
• Alamo or the PaCific" 

"Nothing but bones" 
Shortly after April 9, 1942., the 

young medic Amos found himself 
trudging along a dusty road 
Oanked by Japanese guards with 
glearrung bayonets near Manve­
les, a village on Bataan's southern 
tip. Each step of the 65-mile Death 
March proved to be a test of su­
perhuman endwance as Amos 
slowly weaved through the 

~moldering, battle«arred JWlgle 
\vtth very linle food and water. 
Cracks of rifle fue echoed 
throughout the green hills Some 
guards pumped rutletS r.nto those 
unable to continue; others deliv­
ered death with samur.u swords. 

·u somebody couldn't make Jt, 
Amos S<Jid, "'!.he Japanese juM took 
a saber, stuCk it into 'em, gave it a 
htlle twist and went on up the 
road 

Sympathetic Filipino civilians 
caught throwing food or nashing 
the "V for Vicrory· sign got the 
same tteatment 

Later. Amos realized the mag­
rutude of the slaughter when he 
rerurned to Bataan rn a prisoner 
work detail 
~ere was nothing but bones, 

bones, bones laying alongside the 
road.· Amos said "Human bones 
••. filipmo and American bones.· 

)';early 700 Americans and 
10.000 Filipinos died on the Bataan 
Death March. but for those who 
SU1VIVed, the nightmare was only 
beginning. 

Amos spent the next three years 
canng for fellow prisoners of war 
in squalid Japanese prison camp;. 
r.ncluding Camp O'Donnell and 
Cabanatuan. By early 1945, as the 
tide of the Pacific war shifted m 
America's favor. most of the lntter 
camp's inmates occup1ed shallow 
mass graves or had long since been 
shipped to slave labor camp; on 
mamland Japan. 

1\ZZLE A'JSWERS 

Here are the answers 
to the New York Ti.tnes 

crossword puzzle and Jumble 
found in today's Opinion section. 

Answer : 

BOILED SCURVY GUIDED 
LIQUOR MORTAR ENGULF 

They bet on lhe same horse 
because lhey were -

"MUTUE~' FRIENDS 

lf•£C:IA' lOl>IE IICQI:Ol\:R 

Amos visited the monument 
that marks the beginning of the 
Bataan Death March. 

What remamed r.nside the 
barbed wrre of Cabanatuan on the 
night of Jan. 30, 1945. were about 
513 livmg skeletons - the "elite of 
the damned. • author Sides wrote in 
~Ghosi SoldJers" - suffenng from 
malnutrition. benberi. dengue fe­
ver, dysentery and malaria. among 
other debilitating ttopical diseases . 

These men were the last rem· 
nants of the group that suffered the 
hwruliatmg surrender on Bataan 
and the horrors of the Death 
March. They referred to them­
selves as ·ghosts" and believed that 
therr country had abandoned them 
to certain death nt the hands of 
theU' fanatical captors 

The Great Raid 
Little did Amos and the rest of lti.s 

comrades know that lurking JUSt 
outstde the perimeter of the camp 
was a group of more than 100 
Amencan commandos from the 
elite Sixth Ranger Battalion. plus 

DesMoinesReglster.com 
click on Entertainment 

group.-- of Alamo Scouts and Fili­

pino ~~el Henry Muca, the 
tiny stnke force bad qutetly slipped 
through nearly 30 miles of enemy 
territor.• to complete lti mission. 
the orders for which came straight 
from MacAnhur's headquarters 
only days earlier: 

Rescue the doomed gh06ts of 
&taan. 

"I w~just shootin' the breeze­
that's what we did ev~ rught. see 
who could tell the biggest lie," 
Amos said. '"Then D lot of shootin' 
started .. 

Shonly afler dusk. rn whllr be­
came known as thtl G1 l'.lt Raid on 
Carunatuan, Ranger llhnr psh•IOI· 
ers systematically mowed down 
JapanllM!guards. Muchlnegunners 
spUn1ered guard towers and bar­
racks. As rutlets hissed thrCJ~.~~th 
towering clumps of cogon glll.SS, 
Amos and his fellaw prisoner6 
hu.<;tled into drainage ditches for 
cover 

The Rangers then crashed the 
camp's main gate and assembled 
the startled pnsoners for their 
long-awaited exodus Jn fewer 
than ~ mmures, a COD\'OV of men 
and wooden carts pulled by wmer 
b.itfalo began the long, perilous 
journey back to the Americ3n lines 
with an enraged Japanese Army in 
hot pursuit 

Several harrowmg hours later, 
the ex-prisoners and therr ex· 
hausted liberators amved safely at 
their destin.arion amid 11 flurry o{ 
popping flashbulb> IWl cheers. 
After several weeks of some 
much-needed medical attention -
Amos weighed a !o(1Ult97 pounds 
at the end of his ordeal-nnd a visit 
from General MacArthur himself, 
lhe resurrected gho.sts w11re st~nt 
home to the Stutes 

"I weighed 200 before the war 
and never had a bn of tal on me­
strong as a bull." Amos said. "I 
think that's what gO( me through it 
- I was good and healthy • 

Exorcising the demon!> 
Amos arrived back mAlton wnh 

httle fanfare in late l!W5 marrk'<i 
and later operated his own gr()o 
oery. Ht would raise seven chil­
dren with Jus wife, Loraine.Healso 
found time to ~e as a cny 
councilinan before becomrng 
mayor, a position he~ occup!eS. 

But AmOS' semHCitU cmt.'tlt \\as 
diSrupted several ye.trs ago when 
Sides contacted him for lUI inter 
v1ew. The resulttng book rose to a 
lofty No. 2 ranking on the New 
York Tunes beStselier 11.'>1. Several 
HollywOod S(Udios are rnt~rested 
in the fihn rights ro the ,1ory 

Amos, meanwhile. IS fast be­
COming a celebri!Y ~If, palllt'­
IJ')nting in boOk ~gs. 1V docu­
mentanes, reuruons and other 
events across the nation And per· 
haps most impOrtantly, each event, 
each trip baCk to the Phillpprnes, 
helps the fMDef Bataan ~ghost" 
exorct.c;e his awn m-decade-dd 
demons 

HIS stOI)' oomp!eted. Am<l!i fm· 
l\he. the ~ounces oe San 
Miguel azii paces his tmpty gllbs 
on the bar "1 can~ ever think of 
anything .bat taStes better,~ he 
says. 

Except, ~ for the unmlS-
lakable t rJ i:reednm-

Jalm 0 IJiti'S IS I nt-I'I!Ct WTtllt 
~ , , jlill!lla . 



I vets deny they're heroes, 
but their stories say otherwise 

M ondav is Veterans 
Day,· not that most 
citizens will bother 

themselves about 1t. 
After all, military veterans 

are just a lxmch of old guys 
with nags trymg to stay in 
step at the front of the parade. 
Right? 

Maybe you should meet a 
dozen Iowans who can tell 
you about places like Pearl 
Harbor. Bastogne, Tarawa, 
Guadalcanal and Normandy, 
some remarkable people who 
spent their late teens and 2<15 
dealing with frozen feet , 
prison, starvation. shrapnel 
and that awful smell of death. 

Bruce Longstreet and Dean 
Lettington, Harold "Curly" 
Norris and Robert Retber, 
William Underhill and Gene 
Fleener, Bud Gorrnally and 
Bob Houser, James Bowman 
and Joe Viola. Ruth Smith 
Miller and Ray Schleihswere 
all there. And. until the past 
couple of years, they haven't 
had much to say about their 
time m World War II. 

Jane Cox. an Iowa State 
University theater professor, 
talked them into telling their 
stones for a book she was 
putting together - but they 

JOHNCARLSON~S 

IOWA 
made sure she understood 
something 

"I'm nor a hero," each vet­
eran told Cox as she sat down 
at kitchen tables and m living 
rooms with her tape 
recorder 

"These are their stones. in 
their words.~ Cox said "Some 
had never discussed their 
experiences with anybody 
before, even wtth members 
of their families.~ 

There isn't much charge­
the-machine-gun, jump-on­
the-grenade stuff here. 
Mostly, it's about ducking 
bombs and bullets, doing a job 
and somehow surviving. 

There's Fleener, a Grinnell 
Marine held as a prisoner of 
war by the Japanese for 44 

months, and Longstreet, an 
infantryman who lost 100 
pounds in a German prison 
camp after being captured 
during the Banle of the Bulge. 

Houser, who ended up 
heading the Principal Finan­
cial Group in Des Moines, 
was a navigator on a B-17 and 
talks about his planes shot up 
and on fire. Underhill's 
bomber was crippled by flak 
and made a belly landing in 
Poland The crew went 
through Ukrame.lran, Egypt 
and libya before making it to 
Italy. 

Miller. an Army nurse 
from rural Clemons, told Cox 
about working in a bombed­
out school. where gasoline 
was burned for warmth and 
helmets became personal 
latrines. 

Longstree~ a New Sharon 
native, remembers a German 
interrogator who was a 
graduate of what was then 
called Iowa State College in 
Ames. 

"He knew more about Des 
Momes and the state of Iowa 
than I did," Longstreet said. 

"I never saw a bar of soap, 

See CARLSON, Page78 

----------------~--~--------~------------------------~--,+ 
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Iowa author says yes, 
I vets are heroes 

CARLSON, from Page 18 

a toothbrush, toothpaste. I never 
saw a piece of toilet paper,··· Long­
street satd of lus time in the prison 
camp. "I never saw a blanket. I 
never saw any stra\\ to sleep on." 

There's Norris, who left lncli­
anola at age 18 and helped hold off 
the Germans at Bastogne as a 
paratrooper with the outgunned 
lOlst Airborne. 

'We had been told to hold. and 
that's what we had to do, said 
Norns 'We woke up the next 
morning and were SWTounded by 
two Panzers, a couple of SS divi­
stons and I don't know what aU. 
The Germans were making their 
big push. We were in lhere, and 
there was no way out. We just had 
to hold. Surrender? Not a 
paratrooper!" 

To a person, they're modest and 
proud of their service They're 
telling their stories because they 
want young Americans to under­
stand whar happened 60 years ago. 

"I never knew anybody in World 

War n who questioned why we 
were there," Longstreet said "It 
was just our duty We respected 
authority We respected family, 
government - so many things 
differently than we do nO\\'. . 

"It kind of sounds self-servmg, 
and I don't mean it that way. but I 
think there are about three gener­
ations here who have no idea of the 
price that was paid for the things 
they accept as j\.b'l commonplace 
today - the freedom that we all 
share." 

The book goes on sale Monday. 
The title? Well Cox doesn't en­
ttrely buy the 1'm not a hero" 
thing Her book is called "Heroes 
Among Us." 

Most of the veterans featured 
will be at Borders Books Music & 
Cafe at 1100 Uruversity Ave. in 
West Des Moines from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Monday- Veterans Day 

They'IJ be happy to sign a book 
and shake yow hand 

John Carlson can be reached 
at (515) 284-8204 

or Jtarlson@dmreg.com 
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'We Shall Win, or We Shall -Die' 
• 

• 

• 

War Bl.}} lteDl, When Tokyo is visit ed for the final ac­
counting, t he Ca"ite navy yard will be 

2 
one item on the ledger. J ap bombs did 

r .ovitc. Dec~ 1 t h is to Cavite, Amer ica's only naval ~)aS(' 
. , 11 in the Or ient beyo~J P earl Harbor, e1ght 

~llts south of ~anila. Tllis was one of the best h~rborl)..-iB all the Philip-
It contamed, amonL - H ...... thin · s. na\'al rad1o stc1 tion 

--~" ar:.:s:..:e=n=al::;.,. _____ ---



WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE JAPS ROARED OVER MANILA BAY 

• 

• 

• 

lhp J>hilippim· .... r•·lt·a .. t•tl till' IHIIIII'' ur ll\111"1' than 1 ,;)110 Jll' r,nn ... lliU'tl.r Anll' ric·a n"l, intPTJH'cl in 31Aniln 
h\ lhl· ,J:tp,, Sa~rt• ':ud h•• luul litiiP infcll"matiun Jw,iclt'' llw n:\ftlf''4 ancllhnt nn ;Hiclrr"''"' ''"'·p l.:"h'Pn. 
l'tt·lnrP, h.\ lnilt•cl SlaiP'4 .\rrn~ SIJ,:"nal ( 'nq,..., rf'ai'IIPcl thi' •·nuntn· yin. .\u,lt·nlin.-WIRF:PHOTO 
t 1'1 •• \:\OTIII•:It 1'1< Tt ' IU; \\II#L BE Jo'O\'NI> ON J' ,\GF: 1. . 

. . ... - .... . . . _,. ---

U. S. GIVES THIS UP 

Thi" do .. t>up nt>rinl 'iP" 'ho"s part of the great Ame ril'an nn,·nt bao,e at Ca\ itt>, near )lanila, 
which wac; ('Yfl<'n8t('ri in the fact' of the Japant>o;e advance in the Phllipplnes. Large building in center 
and slightly to the left i" a hospltai.-\VIREPHO'l 'O <."P). 

• 



1n on the Diego Suar ez 389,349,000. 

Finally Ca ture Corregidor, Rock-Bound Gibraltar of the Philippines 

The island of Corregidor, rock-hewn citadel at the entrance to Manila 
bay and last United States foothold in northern Philippines, Tuesday 
night was captured by Japanese landing parties. This is a general 
v1ew of the island, its tadpole-like tail stretching out in the distance 

toward the city of Within its caverns, some 7,000 American and 
Filipino troops had uvo'~ out against terrific pounding by Japanese 
planes and guns. N these valiant defenders are believed to be pris· 
oners after battling the vaders among the rocks and along the beaches. 

• 

• 

LOS •.:. 
COCHINOS 

JS. 

COBBEGJDOB 

IIACOM "·!!~~·· .. 
MDMA!D SHOAL' .-- ····-· 

~~ MANILA 
~FORT,MILLS <!? ' FORT BAY 

CORREOIDOR dti!HUGHES 
I. 1~BALLO 

The attack on Corregidor began Tuesday midnight (Manila time), the Japanese ap-. 
parently surging across the two miles of water that separates the island from Bataan. 
Map shows the three other American forts, guarding entrance to Manila bay. Black 
arrow shows how the Japanese took Bataan. Inset is closeup of Corregidor • 

• 
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Corregidor, Bataan Recall Memori 
By Horace Sutton 

CORREGIDOH. The Philip­
pines - The op"ning of both 

IIi I ton and 
' • Sheraton hotelc; 

in Manila dur­
ing the n c w 
year il' certain 
to make t.he 
capital a 
maJor tourist 
center a I o n g 
with Hong 
Kong, Tokyo, 
and Bangkok. 
0 n e of the sutton 
most compel­

ling sights is sure to be tlte 
island of Corregidor which, 
with Bataan, has been ett·hed 
into Amt>rican history along 
\\itb Buoke.r Hill, Bull Run, 
and Belleau Wood. It drew its 
baptism of tire on Dec. 29. just 
25 years ago. 

The great loop or :'\fanila bay 
is guarded at its mouth by the 
island of Corregidor, {our miles 
long and shaped like a tadpole. 
Bataan is a long arm, a pen· 
insula that comes down al­
most to meet Corregidor. lls 
inner coast fends ofi t.he Chma 
sea. 

Just ~5 years ago a large 
fnrce of American and Fil1pino 
troops were dug in along the 
wooded Balann p e n i n :. u 1 a 
where they succeeded, at least 
for a time, in holding down 
General Homma. the Tiger or 
Malaya who had conquet·ed 
Singapore. Bataan fell on April 
9, 1942, but the fortress or Cor. 

Still pointing toward the 
sea at Battery Hearn on 
Corregidor, The Philip­
pines, is the long barrel of 
a 12-inch naval gun pitted 
with scars from flying 
bomb fragments. The guns 
whtch made Corregidor im· 
pregnable from the sea, left 
the island vulnerable to aar 
attack. Topside barracks at 
Corregidor were destroyed 
in the initial attack by Jap­
anese forces early in World 
War II. The decaying for­
tress, a major tourist attrac­
tion, is just a hydrofoil 

ride away from Manila. 
IUPI Pho!o)j 

regidor, bristling with coastal 
guns and the headquarters or 
General MacArthur and the 
Philippine government u n t i I 
both were ordered out, held out 
for another 27 days. 

• • • 
E\·en before the Spaniards 

came. Corregidor was ah\ ays 
l\tanila's rock. In Sparusb tim<', 
it became a fortress 

In the Battle of Manila bay, 
the United States got Corregi­

Soufla 

Chi"a 
Sea 

100 1'1/LfS 

Ocean 

dor along with the rest of l.he about 45 minutes. .Jeeps and 
Philippines, and during U1e lt·uc·ks tllk<' visitors up the dusty 
early L900s it proceeded lo forti- ronrl lo Manila tunnel which 
fy it and establish it a~ a m1h- UH.' lmted St,nes was allowed 
tary post. It was unfortunate to bwld as a def(•nsive mcas· 
in view of later events, that ure It becamt' MacArthur's 
the fortifications were erected 
to ward off a sea attack. The hPaclqunrters in D c t' e m b t> r. 
planners didn't count on an at- lfl41, and the government of lhe 
tack from nearbv Bataan and P hilippines mo\'ed in too. 
they s u r e I y dido 't see the • • • 
emergent role to be played by Visitors b o u n {' e over the 
the airplane. jl ngle roads to look at \\hat 

• • • hns become the \\TCckage of a 
Millio~s of d o 11 a r s were mtlJtary ctvthzation. There were 

poured mto the defense or Cor· once 65 miles of paved mad on 
regidor and the remnants of the island, nC'arly 10 miles of 
the enormous barracks and the elN:t.ric trolleys, a golf course, 
elaborate. ~ . emplacements an Army and Navy pier and 
are a farr mdicatton of the an airfteld. 
money that '''as spent. When l'he gun batteries are !.till in 
the army finally awoke to the 
possibilities of an attack from 
lhe air. the diplomats h.ud al­
ready I a c e d them into the 
Washington Peace Tr()aty of 
19:?2 which forbade f u r l h e r 
forhficatton. 

Today trips by bydrofoillewe 
the piers of Manila boy not far 
from the Manila hotel, cruis­
ing across the huge bay in 

place. and so are some of tlte 
huge <'oastal guns, rusted now 
and still pointing towards the 
sea from whil'h the allal'k 
never came B a l t e r y Hearn 
wac; fitted with a 12-inch rinc 
which could fire a I ,200 pound 
.shell 161'2 miles. 

• • • 
Japan lost some 20,000 men 

in the assault on Corregidor. 
Until the stu"render, the Fili­
pinos and Americans had lost 
only about BOO. Of the 70,1100 d('· 
fenders \'•ho finallv surrendN t'i.l 
to Ho~:na's forrc~. only 54,{)()0 
reached the concenu ation ramp 
after the famed Rataan Death 
!\larch. 

If it can be kept in mind that 
Corregidor stood re.solut•' from 
the flfsl a t t a c k s before New 
Year's day 25 years ago until 
well alon~ in the spring, it is 
possible to appreciate the bra\'· 
en of lhe defenders u n d e r 
siege. Corregidor, in the tounst 
av. akening or the Philippines, 
will join a list or famed bat­
tlefields of lhe \\orld that aJ. 
ready includes such celebrated 
names a~ Gettysburg, \\'nterloo. 
and th • Normandy Beaches. 



U.S. Fighting Ship 
Losses Total 5 

1\'EW YORK, N. Y. (if')-The United States has lo~t 5~ 
ftghting ships during the present war, rev1ew of official 
ship-loss announcements discloses. 

Of thu1 total, only onP the 1,1fl0-ton deslroyf'r Reuben .James, 
\\'BS lost before Pearl Hat hor. The James was torpedoed west of 
Iceland on Oct. 30, 1QU, '' ith the loss of 101 h\'es. 

The .Japanr"e atta<'k on PParl Harbor and .. uh.,rqurnt PnPmy 
a~tion ln the- J'a<'ific nnd ,\tlantlc t<'-.ulted in lht> a nnouncPd too;<~ 

of 58 nnn1l \ 'l'r..,Pis \\hose kno''" tonnage totallPd 207,3-1.> 1on'\. 

The hou"'e na vnl comm i llre dtsclosed recPn tly that the Un.l.ed 
slates had 1,009 245 tons of fightmg ships built sinre lll34 In servirr, 
'' tlh 2.616 GOG tons more under construction as part of the nation's 
expandinJ;: t \\"O•OCPR 11 D<l \'Y· 

The followln~ tnhulation 10hows the anno tnct>d United Stales n:wnl 
losst>s (fiJ:UI"PS in parentheses rcprt>senting the number o! shtps !or 
whtch the knO\\ 11 tonnage is ltstrd): 

Class <~nrl :\'amr Number Tonna~c 
Battleships : Am~ona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 1 32,600 t 1 1 
Atrcract earners: LPxtngton, Yorktown .....•...... 2 52,fl00 121 
Ctu1sers: Houston, unidenltfted .............••... 2 9,050 llJ 
Destroyer!!: Reuben Jamc~. untde ttfied Ca~111, 

Downrs, Pear ·. Jacob Jones, op· Stewart, Ed­
sall, Ptllsbu •, Sturt~vant, S1ms, H"'mmann, Blue, 
Jar\"JS ......... . ... ............... . .. ...... . 15 

Submarmes: S-26, Shark, R<'a L1on, Pet ch ... ........ ·i 
Target sh1ps. Utah . • .. .. .. .................... 1 
MinesweepPrs : Pengutn, B1tlern, J<'lllch, P.igeon, Quall. 

Tano_:;::er . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Mtnelayt>r · O::lala • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • • 1 
Auxtharu~s· Calhoun, Ltttlc .......... . ... ' . .... . .. . 2 
Tran!'port frct~hters. L1herty, ~Ict~s ...........•.. 2 
Otl~>rs: Neches, PPcns, Nrosho . . . . . . . . ........ 3 
Coast guard rullms: Acacta, Alexandrr Hamilton .•. 2 
Atrcraft tend<>rs. La ng-lt1y: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Gunboats : AshPvllle, Mind<lnn/1, \\'ake, Oahu, Luzon 5 
Torp~>do hoatl!: Unldt>nttfled, f!:r.a~ . QI, QIIl, QIV, QV 6 
~ Jbmarlne tenders : Conopus . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 1 
Xavy· tut::t: Napa, GannPt . . . . . . . ................ 2 
Patrol boats: Cythera, YP-3~:J ............ , .• .. . . 2 

1".6~5 (11) 
4 lt9l5 l q 

19 ~00 (1) 

5.260 
t ,200 
2,120 

13,569 
lS,!\00 

3,3·16 
11,050 
3 210 

5,~i5 

1,6:<.5 
~00 

it_ Tolal8 .......... .. . .... ... ....... .. ..... . .... 5S Z07,34.5 ( 49) 1 



MANILA BAY'S 

~hortl.'' hf'fnn' the wnr rlPpnrtmenl announced tlw lo-;s of 
1\fnnila to I hP .}a pnrH'"P, ' l'ok,, o ... ourrc>" rPtlortPd that Gen. Doug-la" 
MacArthur him..,elf and pnrt of hb force., ha\e cro-. .. ed i\lanila 

'GIBRALTAR' 

hn.' to tortified Corregidor (above). Corrc~idor, a rocl{ and jung-le 
hland about 61 2 mil<''- long, Nock-. the oubidP f'ntrancc> to 1\lanila 
ha.', nHII'f' 11mn 20 milch from the CJ t:r proper. 



·Pari 2: View 
from the camps 

• 
• Prison CWIIJ~ f</t • 

memorio.:$ q( /umJ!(?r. colcl • 

• nml ,1\l{(f\; rill~ for the • .. 
' /ruv.ms <.Yrptw·cd by tl~t· • 

enemy. The Cl\'JX?ricnce 
• 

• tdso lc.f't-lif~'lom~ &vn·s .• 

flaw the C.\J)enetK'C cltcou~ecl the lives of lo:r~·wrs. MARK ,._iARTUI'IE£.LOITHE REGISTER 

'What was it hl~e to sp;~ud ncorly 
four years in o Japcme.'>c• prison camp? 
Gene Fleener hears tltat quest ton all tile 
time. It was so nuserabl<> that he cm1 
barely answer. He J~epl hts scmity by 
remembering his grandfuther's Iowa fcmn. 

By MIKE KILEN 
'_,, . ASlj\Ff'WRITER 

H e IS 79 and lives alone in a trailer on the 
east s1de of Des Moines. 

Photographs ol a young Gene 
Fleener in uniform hang on thew alb of the 
tight hallway leading to his bedroom 

Here's a picture of him not too long after 
he got out of the Japane.<,e pri'>Oner of war 
camp in 1945. His uniform swallows his 
skinny body. 

ln the bedroom, he has piled the bed with 
memories, mostly pictures, old soldier 
reunion newsletter~ and ot ficial documents. 

He picks up three item..:;. 
The first is a toothbrush, the bristles worn 

down to the pla'ltic He used it m POW 
camp. 

Then the worn tin cup he drank from. 
F~ally a piece of wood shaped like a foot, 

a thin leather strap fastened to the side with 
a bent-over nail . lt 1s the wooden sandal he 
made and wore in camp. 

He talks about it all \ .. 'it hout much wonder 
or enthusiasm, as if going through the 
required motions, e\'en as his trembling 
hand holds rtems he used 56 years ago, as a 
young man, when all he could do to sur\'ive 
was play mental tricks, idealizing his 
grandfather's Iowa farm. 

For 56 years people have a'iked him how 
he swvived Imagine responding to that. 

He did survive. Forty-four months of hell 
~u·s like winning the lottery," Fleener 

says of his survival. "You think it would be 
all good. But you don't come away feeling 
good.'' 

• People want to know what it was like to 
spend almost four years in a POW camp. 
They always have 

They want to hear the detaiJs, not just the 
war stories about "me and the boys on 
leave," the gun calibers and fighter plane 
models, the military tactics and textbook 
strategy. 

They want to find out how a man can 
surviv~ wi~h a bayonet in his face every 
day, With little to eat, wondering on what 
day he will die. 

When the Japanese boarded the Ameri­
can prisoners on the ship to take them to 
camp, t.h~ were given a list of 12 rules. 

Prohibitions included talking in loud 
voices. and using more than two blankets. 

PunLc;hment was immediate death. 
The ~es document provided this grim 

COflS?IatJon: "Navy of the Great Japanese 
Emprre wtll not try to punish you aU with 
death." 
~en they promptly beheaded five 

soldiers. 
H gets fuzzy at times, remembenng all 

~his, Fleener says, especially when his mil­
Itary car~t began ~ith such enthusiasm. 

Becommg a soldier seemed the thing to 

as 

~.oA\,10 P~ 'REG s·EA PW"TOS 

Medal for bravery: Gene Fleener holds hLc; Asiatic Pacific Campaign medal He spent 44 months m a Japanese POW camp. 
Fleener wants to be remembered for the hermc effort by the Mannes to defend Wake Island before his 1941 capture. 

Inside 
TRUTH: 
The stories of 
Iowa heroes 
will be told in 
an Iowa Stale 
production 

POW IN 
GERMANY: 
An Iowan 
captured by 
the Germans 
ate dogs and 
grass 
Page 6E 

do, coming from the tiny town of Ne~vburg, 
near Grinnell, where the only thmg he 
wanted was to get away. I le even changed 
his birth certificate to join the Manne..c; at 
age 17 because they had nice unif orms. Thnt 
was 1940. 

Eighteen months late1 he was manning n 
large gun and shooting at Japanese dive 
bombers coming al him on tiny Wake 

See WAR. Page 6E 

About this series 

When does war rut home? 
In modern America, it happened on Dec. 7, 

1941. and Sept. 11, 2001 
The balance of global conflicts in the last 100 

vears were fought on the soil of other natwns. 
• Thousands of Iowans wttnessed those conflicts 
World War I. World War II, the wars m Korea. 
Vietnam and the Perstan Gulf. 

They fought, they served on the sidelines. they 
watched the enemv mvade their country. they 
fled the oppressors 

Many of those witnesses walk past us every day 
on the stdewalks, silently sheltering their past 

No single experience can capture the love and 
hate, confusion and heartbreak of war 

But m the aftermath of Sept. 11, a few Iowans 
dug into their memories and their scrapbooks to 
share their stories with us. 

The series ends on the 60th anniversary of the 
bombmg of Pearl Harbor. 

SUNDAY 
War from the Other Side 

How Dieter Konitzer fled the 
advancing Russians In the final days 

of World War II. 

TODAY 
View from the Camps 

Gene Fleener spent 44 harrowing 
months in a Japanese POW camp 

TUESDAY 
Letters from Home 

Husbands at the front and their 
wives keep love alive during three 

wars. 

WEDNESDAY 
You Can't Kill Memories 

At the Iowa Veterans Home in 
Marshalltown old soldiers come to 

terms with their histories. 

THURSDAY 
Guns, Bombs, Starvation and Murder 
Iowa's refugees spent years ducking 

bullets and grenades to survive. 

FRIDAY 
Witness to Attack 

Bud Wise saw bombers attack Pearl 
Harbor, and John Clayburg watched 

the World Trade Center collapse 



Folds of POW flag hold 
memories of grim years 

By Sue McMillin 
GT Stat' Wt1ter 

At fm;t glance, the flag Otto 
Schwarz was unfoldang in the 
hotel lobby look(:d hke any other 
American nag. ' 

But w1th a gleam in his eyes 
and a voice thick wtth emotion, 
he explained why the fmely 
stitched nag w1th 48 stars was 
not just another nag. 

The slightly irregular stars 
were hand-cut and sewn to the 
blue background b> Am~rican 
soldiers who had been held pris· 
oner during World War II by the 
Japanese 

One of those prisoners was 
Schwarz. and on Tuesday he 
held the flag he had not seen for 
nearly 37 years, a nag used to 
save the hves of the victims of 
another war 

I • 

• Veterans Administration 
chief criticizes press coverage 
of VA. Page 81 . 

Sch" arz. impnsoned for 44 
months. is 111 Colorado Spnngs 
attendmg the 35th annual con· 
venllon of American Ex-POWs. 

When the war ended we were 
in Indochina, and we had this 
American flag which we made 
by hand," he said. " We new it 
over our camp and used it to 
rescue people and bring them 
into the safety of the camp. The 
VIetnamese wouldn't touch them 
whtle under the protection of the 
American flag." 

The rescue of civilian Viet­
namese by the newly freed 
POWs took place in 1945, before 
the POWs were flown back to the 

See POW, Page A2 

' l 

48 STARS: Doris 
Smllh w1fe of a 
late ex prisoner of 
war, presents a 
flag made by 
POWs held by the 
Japanese dunng 
World War II to 
Otto Schwarz 
Tuesday at the 
35th annual 
convention of 
Amencan Ex­
POWs m Colorado 

DAVE TURNeR Gazette Telograph Springs 

• POW flag tells tale of war years 
From Page A1 
Uruted States At that time. the 
Vietnamese v.ere fighting the 
French. 

Shortly before the war ended , 
Schwan escaped from the Saigon 
camp and lived with the French until 
he was captured by the Vietnamese. 

I fmall>· convinced them that I 
was an American and they took me 
back to the camp,'' he :.<ud. " I guess 
I was actually held prisoner by 
V1etnam too. T never thought about 
that before " 

When the POWs were repatric.llec.l. 
the nag went home in its handmade 
carrying case with Jack Smith, the 
senior petty offi cer among the 
POWs 

But Schwarz, who lives m New 
Jersey, said he wasn't sure until 
recently that the flag had left Viet 
nam. 

Sm1th d1ed about tO years ago and 
his wJdow. Doris Smith, kept the flag 
safely tucked awa} In her Long 
Beach Calif , home. 

I knew someday I would have to 
give it away," she said "But I 

• 

waited until the} were better or­
ganized so that it would be well 
taken care of • 

After he learned that the flag still 
existed. Schwarz said he had written 
to Mrs Smith and ·encouraged her 
to give 1t to a museum" in Houston 
that held attifacts from the cruiser 
USS Houston 

But he did not knO\\ she \\as 
planning to bring it to the convention 
and g1ve it to him . She also brought 
some personal notes that Sm1th kept 
during h1s internment 

I am surprised This is a very 
emotional moment for me," he sa1d 
" l m going lo sleep on it (the flag I '' 

He said he planned to take the flag 
and notes within the next two weeks 
to the museum at the University of 
Houston The museum JS called tht• 
George R Brown CrUiser Houston 
Memorial Room . 

Brown is a Houston resident who 
financed the room. Schwarz said . 

Among the notes was a work log 
kept by Smith from the time the 
Japanese surrendered until the 
POWs left the camp. 

There was also a handmade pouch 
w1th notes on scraps of paper 

The POWs were on the USS Hous· 
ton when it was sunk, and the 350 
who sun·1ved were taken pnsoner 
They \~ere imprisoned m Java and 
Singapore and were among the 
POWs who built the ''death rail­
road" from Burma to Thailand 

Although Schwarz d1d not help 
butld the famed brtdge over the 
R1ver Kwai, he tra\'eled over 11 on 
the way to Indochina . "Bridge Over 
the Ri\'"r Kwai," a him about the 
POWs who built the bndge and its 
bomblllg during the war, was re­
leased In 1957 

It didn 1 look anything like the 
bridge Wilham Holden was at," he· 
said later Tuesday while showing 
slides of the railroad 

The POWs buill in 14 months a 
ruilroad that British engineers had 
esllmatt'd would take between five 
and seven years to construct. he 
said 

About 100.000 people - POWs and 
those recruited by the Japanese to 
work on the proJect - died during 
construction . 



HEROIC STAND ON BAT AA 

ft 

ft 

.'lh1• ~"""' h"turtc Hatnan ~nm•ul.\ """"' I ·'I' 113\e '"uoche•l ro~rcc drl\1', I•U•hin:: back herole 
\m•rtcan 11n•l l 'tlljoino defPOdf'"" lh:htma: a::allhl l:'rt.lt odd.._ ,\l~n ''"'"" •~ \lanllB, \>here Japs' 
"n•" orcl•r" l•n'l ~roln&:" do\\o ~o \HII. l 'hlllfll'lne hatred for the lo\a.ders h J;rO"'"' In rae~ of coo• 
tlnutd .!\lf'JlOo!'$e brutaUty, 





_12 P.\01'; JWEL\'F; 

When Philippines' 
Fate w ·as Sealed 

/, Row tho Jopanc~ crlpplnf r '"tl Un•lrll Sial'• air l.lT('IJI}Ih 

hs the l'lulipputt'& '' toltl by a 
carr~pottd•nt u ho llfltO thl' bell· 
11,. oJ L!l'Oll and n1o..•l nf tho 
"'"P" rot Bataa" brtorc go•••fJ to 
Au.!tNJha -

R~ C'ln rli I A'I', 

~I E L B 0 lJ rt N E , .\ U J:; • 

TRALIA !Jl'J-Thc fate of 
zon and BAtaan wa!l sc-Aif"d 
::;omc 10 hnu1·s :~ftc>r the Ja 
nese attack on Pearl Hn1·bor 

Our mnln homh~r fnro•l' Wn'l 
llnrd up nn Clnrlc 11~111, 10 
uollr~ ntlrlll of l\lnnlhL ell• J,u• 
ZOI\ l.•htnfl, \\ llh I hi\ l'tl'\\~ 
ltltlndlnlf b)' c~nnlllnlf otdf'r'l 
It• tni.O' u(t nntl hnrnh .JI\pllnr .. n 
nlr 1\ncl ntl\111 """"' on th!l 
l'IAnd u( 1 ·ontU'"'a, 

Most o( lhtl pUt8Ull piiUH'tl 
at ne;uby Jba t!eld. 

Tne pur•ultl! nnrl some bomberti 
had b<orn alott durln.t the mcwnlns 
bul hAd returned to tbe ~:round 
onl~r3. The ume wn~ 1 p m l>ec 
~ \J}& ~Ine <IBf &II tba l'eru I 
bor bii'J\\, bul a dllfuenL datr. 
r"-11~~ of the International 
Une. 

\\ hll" I h...,,. ""' rurtlnn' 
""~ ~Inc luuc.-ol, the .lara· 
ll"'•" sl ru• k. 

Fifty-four hell\'Y tn,.mv bnm~ra 
rnarrd n,·,.r Cl11rk al 10.000 fr~t 

and ~Ot\ "'Ttd th" SfOIIRdPd !'1\.an~•, 
fUD';I."IIYII IIDd h&RI;IIr.l! \\1th rxplo• 
1!(\',., 

F.ts: h ty-~ix .111 pane~o 
fis:htNll <'llmr In U1rJr \I 1\kn And 
l'tr~!td th11 pl~n~1, ~;rounrl tnrerll 
and anh·nlrcrall bntlf'riP11 In low· 
IPV~l 3lt11Ckll 

llonrlng' llt•ll. 

$imult.anr.ou~ly other bomber:~ 

and tJghll'rll dived on the parl1ed 
planes at lbn. 

T ht>) lt>ft n roaring lwll 
of fin me~ n l both air­
dromes. l'ome of our 
Jllnneo;. \\ Prt' ..a\ Nl, but 
the main str('n~:th of our 
air for<"~ \\a<o '!ODP. 

Aftt'r midni::bl th-tt m~:ht Jap· 
:on ... •e bombl'rs came an over 
Man!l<t bay nnd, aldr:-d by flnre• 
~nd Ctrfs art hy filth columnisuo 
nn thr ;;:round, Atlll<'k!!d :-:ichnll 
C•"ld on the ou~karts of Manila, 
..... hl!re plan I'll Blllli!m~d to d~'f~<nd 
th-: Cll\'lte nll\'al base Wl'rc sL&· 
Uonf'd. 

E3rll .. r that dRy tho JllpllnC8P 
lllr force had 11truck at Amerle~tn 
outpo.~t airf1"ldJt alruns: upon thl' 
wr~t .. m and nortlu•rn eo118IJI of 
Luzon, C\'en ~omo aupposrdly 
""cr"t !•,.Ida compl,.trd only a ft·w 
day~ bf'f01 ,., 

1\ f l"ftf'lt anuw ttln 11 t'W \\ •- rn 
111'~1 rol o•ol on I hi' l(rnuucl In 
per!eotl~· <·o·u rill n11l ed n llnl•lt~ • 

• lapRnc~P flhlllt1 h11d h•·~n fl)'lng 
over Luznn er.vNnl nll!hl!t pl'lnr to 
th" war. Th~y hil•l hl'l'll p1rkell up 
by d,.tPctorll nnd nne" 1\ Cllght of 
pur~llll att,.mpt"d to lntcrcPpt 
lb•m, but mlllsed. 

l'rrtlllrtcl, 

The bombt'rs UJe<J In the flut 
raula apparrntly came trom For· 
m0$ll and H111n:m And the fagbtcra 
probably from two carrt~r11. 

On tbl'! l'am11 da)' lhl' ol• t•· 
an,..., ' """"" IAncl,.d at . \parrl 
ami•"""" a lnr.:l' lanoline hl'ld 
\\ hlrh had t\('Pn '""' h•u•h 
prepar...t hi' thrlr aa:rnt•. It 
\\a" dl4J;III~NI o• a rfl-f'flrld, 

\\'tthln a few day~ JRJ'a.n~S" 
planl'a w"r" or,.raUn~ from thb 
(tl'ld 

On J)f'l'. I II, llloo•lll ""'"'· 1 ht• 
ol!lj18RC41" nll:ll'kNI ( 11\lt o• \\llh 

de"ll"tlllln~t ~uc·c·~·~· 

WHhoul n.ntl·lllrcJnCI nr pUIIJUil 
lnler(ert'ncr, lhtlr homh~n ~IIIIS· 
croesed t he IIRVIII baRn (or arvcrl\1 
hours. 

The !lrat bomb hll lhu powl'r 
plant, lhe ~econd a fire ,t.•llon. 

Oo.mago "11'1 '' ltll'•l•ti'llfl, 
ca'tlllltlr' \lrr,., hl'avy nnd 11111 
\~lallc fltrt lhu' ln•t It• .... t~ 
f'{fcctl\·~ opt•ralln~; hu~" In lhll 
Pltlllppln~~ • 

. \ml rtcan nuhmannf>s roullnu• d 
to operate tor some d11y11 1n l~la11d 
wat~rs. atlackmg ,,.v.,rnl enemy 
sh1ps, but It wns round ncCcliSllrv 
to wllhdraw mo~l or the tl!'ct t~ 
Java, 

1'\\o v.·,.tks llltf'r th,. Japnnesr. 
hit the Phlhppmr.s 1n torcr lnnd· 
inJO: almoa~ without a<-a. nr 
nppo!tllon In I!OIIth~sat.-m 

and m Llns:a)'"ll gulr. 
Mo~t oC Grn. Oous:lu 

A rthur's Rmly Willi grtf'n end un· 
lf'3ted. 

AmPrlr.nn 11llh rn dill 1 hl'lt 
b~•t In fl~tht llw •I Rflllllf>'" On 
lhA hf"llt'hr,, hut th" f'nPm~ '" 
air coni rnl "nil n"~"' lwlmlnJ: 
numh~r" f)lllc>k l~· n\'Pt<'l\1111' lhf' 
OfljlMlt IIIII. 
Lacldng ll lfo•tllvr ulr or !It'll Mllf1· 

por•l , l\iACAI'IIIIII' WI\~ rnrr~d lo !1111 
h~l'k on lhr strn l~gy or n wllh· 
drnwnl lnln BAhllu\, which hRd 
bN'R pl"~plll Cd yriH pro•\ IQIISlf, 

Wrr~• lu H nlol . 
The torcr was to hold until II! 

ln!orc~m,.nt3 a1 ri\'ed, ~'&timat~ to 
take 60 days. 

UnfortunRII'I)' lhc cl~\I'IIIJl• 

ment nC the ,fliP~"" 11 air (lll\\­

rr and blowa to p ,..ar l Hatbor 
marl11 t h11 di~IH~h'h of rf'ln· 
fl!rct'ml'nh lrnpn .. ~lhlro, 
It la ellllmatcd that the dc! .. nd· 

l"'ra :never l"XCoedcd 70,000 troops, 
lnc.ludlns:: at the most 8,000 
Amtrlc:1!nll, which comprised tht 
31st Infantry, 11lr corps men, 
Mllons and rt111nnc.s, anti•nlri!TIIft 
rt'~m~nlll, I!Upply troops, ""l:m~crs 
anti the medical c:o~ 11nd nuriN! 

TheA!' <lefen<leu ~>f R11tun t 
tha t hrlp I'IIUld hiiYC hren 111 nt, 
11ntl t hA t AnH'rl•'llrl fnro-rs c:nul<l 
hR\'t. fought thl'ir WIIV thr011gh to 
rellf' \'fl l ha pr.nlnsul11. 

\\lhPn ll clld not rnmfl rln ,. 
alter day, aome oWcen btoaa;. 

to renti7P lt "a.o; nnt comins:. 
Th~ tnaJnrit' nf th,. Arm\, 

htu\tt\ ,.r, r.-.fu~Pd to htali"'',.., 
tht-. 
Day a!ll'r day hPlUt .. ntr.::- r~· 

porl.3 spread amon£: lhc troops 
lh:.t hf'lp ''a.~ on the "11y. Thf' 
rnOl!t fre<JU~nl n1mor wa.." that 
alrcrnfl catnl'r!< were Iandin~ 
planes to operate from Batasn 
ah frt'ld<, 

.'f<'n "oltf'd olall~· for r•· 
purl~ thst Tnk)O wa.; homh,.d. 
'lhl'~ ntllmentnrJI~ I'>.JI!'<'(rd 
f"JlMI~ or ~nme .. ma•hlng 
\ml'tiMn ,·lctor~. 

A mrrkan officers who lmf'\\' 
t ht. I Tilth had lhe heat t-wr•m~h1ng 
JClh or llt~ndjng young FillpfnoR LO 
dMth on tho balUe!ield in a lost 
C<\Usn. Young- American ofC!cers 
who 1rd lhem !ought courngco11sl} 
until lh<'•r own death. 



- -----------------DES .MOIKES TRIBUN ..... ___ _ 
EIGHTENS TENSIOf 

Collaborationists • Paris In 
WHERE MAC ARTHUR'S MEN HOLD OUT 

Gf'nPI'lll ,\lac. \.rthur''> last "I anti 1~ hf'lns: m·tdP In Batan prn\­
mte lhf'J arr" ln~lde thl' defen< .. lin .. In thl' map nt lhP :\l11nl111 
b11~ ~,t•ctlnn nf the J'hlllppln!'-. l s 'till hnld' suhlc boy And 
OlnngiiJifl na\ Rl ,tattnn. Corre~ldur and tlw Rll.joinlnJ: fnrlre''"'• 

PACIFIC OCEAN 

Drum 

• 
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~~ Ex-POW Tells What It's Like to Stand at 
~r •·ttent·10n for 53 Hours undergoing the same torturous punish­~ R ment with Moody collnp~ed - and were 
!d. "My head was pounding with lhe heat. dragged a.way. But summoning .every lost 
li-' Sweat poured down my face. My arms felt ~unc~ of his courage, Moody remnmed _stand· 
J- like ships' anchors. I counted the seconds mg. ~.wanted to beat !llY cap!ors at their own 
n- til ·t d d _ b t 1 cfuscd to gi\'e up,. game, .he told _The E:'\QUIRER as he remem· 

un 1 en e u r . . • bered his grueling experience. . . 
Samuel B. Moody v.as trembling With ex- .Moody, 5-!, was rect!ntly notified at his 

ly citement as he rec<Jiled 53 hours of pure hell Clearwater, Fla ., home that h.is ht!rolc de­
tr- when he was forced to stand at rigid attention fiance was a world r~ord. He had "stood at 
~ for more than_ 2 agonizing days an_d nights in attention longer than anybody in history," ;=: 

Ill 
of 
di 
wl 

~ 
Of! 
to 
th 
wl 
m 

n. a Japanese prisoner of war camp m 1945. said a spokesman Cor the " Guinness Book of FREED : Sgt. Samuel Moody outside the 
n- '':\iv lips cracked and bled," he said. "I World Records." POW ft d 1 
·d, couldn't keep my eyes open. !\1y ankles swelled ' ' l had nothing but _hate for the guards." camp a er war en ed. c l 
•n- and burned. It was maddcning. But I had Moody recalled. " I decidC'd 1 would aggravate them night. A guard walked over and kick- ~~~ 

made up my mind not to fall ." by standing for however long they wanted me to." ed him. 1 
E One by one, three Americans who were The ex-Army sergeant had been a prboner in " Ronnie screamed. and was carried Ul 

~~~E:;~~}~=:=~~:~?~~::=~=~~~~1 Narumi, Japan. about 10 months away unconscious. when his ordeal took place The camp " l thought the guards would give n~ 
held about 200 Amcl'ican and 100 in when morning came. But three to 
British prisoners - all captured on of us were still there that afternoon. re 
Bataan and CorreRldor "Mickey Owens collapsed the sec- ml 

Moody - his weight shtunken from ond night, breaking his arm as he lol 
160 pounds to 96 and three bud- fell. They took him away. Two of to 
dies, Mickey Owens. n civilian. and us were still standing the nexl morn-
Navy chiefs Ronnie White and "Red'' ing the 
Wagner. were caught stealing food "But when lhe sun reached i~ 

• while working in a .Japanese factory. hottest, Chief Wagner collapsed and an 
"We barely got enough food," was dragged to the barracks. fe< 

Moody said. ''As punishment, U1e "The minutes crawled by. I day- vel 
camp comm<mder ordl'red us to dreamed and even cracked jokes to 
stand at attention ncar the guard- myself. Finally, about 9 o'clock U1e ap 
bouse." third night, 53 hours after it start- di~ 

The torturous stint began about 4 ed, the guards told me that I could fn 
p.m. under a broiling sun . "Four go. But I was so numb that I couldn't he 
guards on chairs fac~d us," Moody e\'en move. 
said. "When we mo\'ed, U1ey'd hit "l felt J..ike 1 was going to cry or sh• 
us \\ilh sticks. E\'ery 2 hour:- they'd pass out. Instead, I just collapsed le: 

\
chang~ shift:- and we'd get a chance into the arms of four Americans who l 
to wiggle onr fing~:rs or !;h3ke our helped me away." he 

~~:i!..o:.:::..J legs. Ronnie White collap:aed that fir:,l - JOHN M. WUJ wt 



Memorial Service Held 
Sun 1\ or5. ol one of 

the most horrcndou~ 
uch of modern ·' nr 
CtO\\ ded IntO the OC\\ 

chapel 10 the Jcffer,on 
Barracb ~.ttton.d 
Ccmcter) on !:'iut • 
1\1 U) 13, to dcdtc.ttc a 

,pl.lcquc to the 
mcmor) nl 139 
t\m.:m::.tn Pnwner~ of 
\\' .tr rna,• .. tcred b~ 
.htJMncse \nldu:r' on 
Palaw~tn (,land , 
Phll1pp1nc~t, du r 1ng 
World W.n II , 

r he bronte pla~quc 
1s a g1ft lrom the 
,\mcru:.ln l>clcndcr' 
o f B ,, t.t '' n .t n d 
Corrcgidvr, an 
organlt.ttlon ot c:o.· 
Pn~oner' of \\'ar, cap· 
turcJ b\ the J.tJlanc'e 
at the I all of lJ,Itaan 
and the l·or trc~~ 
hbnd or Corrc:gtdor 
tn \1 anti a lb~, \.l.t) 
19-C. 

A~.:cordtng to the 
Japanc~c \rm~ 
schedule, the Phthp­
ptne Island ~hould 
hu\c been occupu:d. 
\\ltlun a matter of a 
lew weeks after their 
• n 1 t • ,, I .i t t .s c k 
llnw evcr, the " Balli· 
I 0 g U ol q olt d l> 0 f 
B.tt.wn" held out for 
I ivc month:.: out­
manned. out-gunned, 
Ill\\ un food, water, 
.. upphe~ .wd amrnunl­
llon, and w 11h no hope 
ul 1 ctnlorcemen t~ 

( ''mmond1np General 
lonathan ~ amwnght 
'u rrcndercd \\It h hts 
troop' on :1.1a) 6 
jQ.I:! 

On D.:c 1-'. 1944. 
l,q~otnc:,c; guards, 
<ingcred .tnd fearful of 
.ur ra1d b\ \mencan 
ll)cr s "oth the 
po''lhtht.. ot c n•nent 
IR\'U"on h) l ~ land 

rce~ nerdcd I'U 
S sold1er,, ~aalors 

Jnd m;nine pn~oner' 
anto clift ,.,de and 
trench bomb 'helter' 
at gunpo1nt. There:, 
''hale huddh:d tn n 
false ~c:n'e of ,afct\ 
and securll\, their 
Japanese guards thrC\\ 
bucket' of a• aauon 
ga)ohne over the un­
su..,pecting captl\e' 
Jnd 1gnited them \\llh 

torches, burning them 
to death 

In 1952, 123 ol the 
\ICllrns \\Crt: 
repatnatctl to their 
nallo,.e 'o1l and hurtctl 
tn Secuon 85 at the 
leffer:.on Barr:ack' 
'at tOnal Cemetcr} . 
The) \•u.: interred tn 
.1 'l5 b~ 40 foot 'angle 
gra.,.e. ~hich 1~ one of 
•he large't 'uch group 
ounals an the U mted 
~tatc; 

Sixteen of the \ IC· 
ttms arc bur1ed 
ebe" here an pnv.ttc: 
"cmeterte~ I lc\ en 
!o.Uf\ tl'or of the 
holocJU\l manotgcd to 
C'\',aJle I he) reached 
fr11:ndl) I tltplnQ 
~;ucmllas, \\ ho \'tm:d 
lor otnd dclaq:rcd them 
1ntu the hund' ol 
\ 111 c r 1 c .111 I n r c c:' 
I 1111 or the lnur ltvtng 
wn 1 vur' were .thlc tn 
11 llC11d tho.! dC:UI~<IIIOfl 
ul 1 he pl.1quc. I hey 
.He Rulu' \\' Smtih of 
II ullhe' Sprang,, 1 c:x 
•• , .tnd <ilcnn ~ 
'\!~Dole of De' 
\!<unc,, lu\\:t Both 
\Cf\Ctl \\lth the 4th 
L .... '\l.trane' 

\lth lUgh ,(, )\!otf\ 

!Ia\ e p.l.-.,ed "nee that 
d." tn l>eccmbcr 1944, 
hoth rec.tll thc:ar c:'l· 
pcrtence~ \1\IUh In 
(Conf•nucd On Page 26) 

P. 0. W. Memorial 
Miss Mary Grayson sings " My 13 at Jefferson Barracks 

Buddy at a placque dedication National Cemetery. I he flag 
m the memory of the Amencan shown 1n the photo was made by 
Prasoners of War k•lled on pnsoners from a parachute 
Palawan Island during WW II. wh1ch dropped mto the pnson 
The dedication was held on May compound wtth supplies 

Palawan P.O.W. 
(Conunued From Page 1) 

1948. they attended 
the \\. ar Crimes tnals 
tn Japan as witnesses 
aga1ns1 the Japanese 
g uard5 who were 
caught Thtrly-two of 
these guards were con­
dt.:mned to death; one 
wa\ g tven a life 
'cntence tn prison. 

rhc ceremony m the 
~.: hapel \\as brief. Ex­
p 0 \\ Ben Guyton, 

an -\rttllt:r) B.lllel\ 
Comm o~nder on 
Co rrcgidor, \ poke 
O\cr the \merican 
1-lag m.Jde b) 
p r 1 so n e r ' f r o m ,, 
p<trachute which 
dropped 1nto their 
pr1~ o n c ompound 
currying :.upplle~. A 
young lieutcnnnl, "ho 
cnrned tht.: lltlc ol the 
" I·O\·holc lh<tph11n" 
on Bataa n by ~en tng 
the 'Jllrltual ncc<h o f 
the p ri\OOer' ,11 
'artou, !\land I' 0 \\ 

I h c 

kc) note ' peaker \.I Jss 
\l,ar) Gra)son sang 
the,ong"\11) Budd)". 

fhe gathenng then 
proceeded to the 
gni\C\tle of the I 23 
P.1Lm an ma,sacrc VIC· 
11111' Due to mclernenl 
weather, the graves1te 
\Cf\·aeC 1\U\ JfSO brtef 

t\~ gu\ty wands 
whipped the nngs of 
the Untied Slntes Air 
I orcc:. Color Guard. a 
bu~ h:r 'ou nded laps. 
Ovt:r I 50 pcr\on~ 
, ll,!ld tn 1 he rain to 

r.ol) hurn.tge Ill the1r 
"' comrade, , 

\ ftcr the gra\CO.Ite 
'en tce. member\ 
.. nmdcd .tround the 
huge la blel-ltk:e 
gra.,.c .. tonc bcanng the 
n.trnc\ of the 1.:!.3 \ IC· 

11111,, po tnltng to 
nt~me' nl men the\ 
once kiiC\\ . · 



DAVE TURNER Gaz-"- T•legraph 

UNFLAGGING MEMORY: Dorothy Dennig places a small 
flag Thursday on a wreath In memory of those who fought 
and died with her husband. 

Ex-POWs 
eulogize 
comrades 

By Dlene Wengler 
GT Staff Writer 

They walked down the center 
aisle - smiling, tanned and re­
laxed as any tourist group visit­
log the Air Force Academy 
Chapel. 

But as their four days together 
were drawing to a close, the 
composure dissolved to tears 

Their faces were shadowed 
with the horrors they shared 
decades ago as U.S. prisoners of 
war in often brutal conditions 

The men and women were 
attending a memorial service for 
"those that died, those who were 
incarcerated, and those who 
came back" during the con­
clusion Thursday morning of the 
35th annual convention of Ameri­
can Ex-Prisoners of War. 

As as about 200 from their 
ranks placed flags on the altar 
for their comrades who didn't 
make It home, they cried. 

" 1 dedicate this flag to my 
crew, who didn't come back," 
said one man, his voice cracJl­
ing. 

" This is lor my crewmates 
who were shot down Sept. 14, 
1942, over Africa," another man 
said. " I was the only survivor." 

"This is for the chaplain at 
StaJag 13, who helped us keep 

See EX-POWa, Page A4 

• J=x-POWs remember those left behind 
chaplain for the former POWs, 
said he thought it was ap­
propriate " for those of us who 
have seen the comers of hell" to 
be attendmg a service in the 
beautiful chapel. 

"thousands of vo1ces calling 
from the grave. They said, 
'Thank God, you didn't die ' " 

F;om Page A1 
our sanity,'' srud a third. 

After a Scripture reading and 
a rousing version of "America," 
Col. Robert S. Delligatti, 
academy chief of staff, told the 
group, "In 23 years of service, 
this is my most humbling mo­
ment." 

oemcatti thanked them for 
" participating in the search that 
has made us free," and told 
them of a priest who lost his 
hands when the Germans mined 
an ammunition dump during 
World War II. 

"The surgeons were asking 
themselves, 'How can we tell 
him he has lost his hands? He's 
a priest,'" Delligatti sa id. 
"Then he awakened and said, 
'You didn't take my bands, I 
gave them in the service of my 
country.·" 

John Romine, national 

Romme asked the POWs to 
stand up and call out where they 
had fought. 

North Afnca, Guam, Cor · 
regidor, England, Burma and 
Germany were some of the 
places shouted out by men, who 
often named their units. 

"We did cover the world, and 
we did leave some of our com­
rades there," Rom.ine said. 

Romtnt said he bad often 
asked himself why God would let 
so many suffer and die. But he 
said he concluded, "We fulfilled 
our purpose and touched lives 
that will never be the same." 

In a moment of prayer, 
Romine sai d be beard 

Many of the POWs wore 
swea t s hirts or vests em­
broidered with the names of 
their special fraternatles, Includ­
ing "Stalag 17" and "Stalag Luft 
IV " 

Before the ceremony, Romine 
said the POW group provides 
support for many still suffering 
from the horrors of imprison­
ment 

"There's the comradeship we 
have here," be said ''When we 
first came out of the camps, 
everything looked so great we 
wanted to forget everything back 
there. 

"But as we get older, the 
hunger, the disease and the lone­
liness all' comes back again," 
Romine said. "While we were 
young, we did OK, but when we 
get older . . so it's therapy " 



WE SHALL 
NOT FORGET 

by Tony Fusco 
Alias Sgt. Anthony 

" It's str~e", comment­
ed Henry R~enbloom , ' 'l've 
been to this cemetery many 
times but I've never really 
seen it until t.oda,y. The cem­
etery is absolutclybeautiM, 
peaceful, and quiet. 1 am 
awed by the enormity and 
serenity or this cemetery, 
not just its 309 acres and 
65,000 intermenl.S, but by 
the lcssoos of history one can 
learn by walking through its 
narrow lanes. American his­
tory Is there, and there", 
sald the old warrior, as he 
pointed to headstones reveal­
ing a portion or passed lire 
engraved on Its race. 

Henry Rosenbloom , 
V. F'. W. Director-Chairman 
oC the 1978 Memorial ~ 
Program at Jerrerson Bar­
racks National Cemetery, 
stood look i.ng down at the 
huge tablet- like grave mark­
er CO\ered with the names or 
123 men etched deep into Its 
granite race. The men were 
American Prisoners or War 
executed by Japanese sold· 
lers on Palawan Island, Phil· 
!pplnes, during World War 
I. The massive 35 x 40 root 
tomb Is one or the largest 
group burials or its kind in 
the United States. 

As Henry Rosenbloom 
stood motionless before the 
tomb, 1\is memory trans­
ported him back 34 years 
to the Philippines during 
1944, where he, as a young 
man serving l'olth the 5th 
U.S. Army Air Corps had 
parUcipated with the Philip­
pine liberation. 

Rosenbloom i~ a life mem ­
ber or the Veterans or For­
eign Wars. lle was selected 
by the Inter-Veterans Mem­
orial Oa,y Service Commil­
tee to direct the huge mcm­
oriaJ program at the 1'\a­
tional Cemeter). Tl>e com­
mittee Is composed or 14 
\eteran and patriotic groups 
in the greater St. Louis area 
who band tag ether "ith sin­
gle purpolte or mind, to con­
duct a "befitting service or 
respect" to their comrade­
in-arms interred beneath the 
hallowed ground atJeCCerson 
Barrack!> National Ceme­
tery. The committee, form ­
ed 23 years ago, states sim­
ply their motto, "We shall 
not forget". The program 
consumes a year's planning 
to arrange. Last year, the 

LEST WE FORGET: This old photograph or a 1904 g rave when 33 bodles were 
transfer red from Fort Bellefontaine vivid]) reminds us that152 years or history 
arc buried at JeCCerson Barracks NationaJ Cemetery -men from t11c ltC\Olution­
ary War, the Spanish-American War, the Civil \\ ar. Men and \\Omen who served 
thei r country in every branch or the !>ervicc arc buried there. On Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 29th, a .,temor lal Service will be held at 10 am. at the ceme­
tery. The service is open to the public. 

American Legion held the 
honors. 

According to the lnwr­
Veteran's Director, a por­
tion or the cemetery was 
originally part or the old 
Jerrcrson Barracks Army 
Post. established in 1826. 
The post graveyard, now the 
National Cemetery, was ex­
panded by Executhe Order 
in 1863, and the site was 
!;Ciected by General Henry 
W. Halleck during the Civil 
War. U.S. Cemeteries were 
conceh•ed because or neces­
sity caused by the war. Even 
the in:;trucUons Cor the Mem ­
orial D:ly Services origin­
ates rrom Uw war. 

Ex- Union Gen. John A. 
Logan, ~;erving as Comman­
der- In- Chief or the Grand 
A r m y or the Republic 
(G.AJl.), a civil war veter­
ans organization, issued 
special orders designa~ 
Ma>· 30th to be set aside for 
the -purpose or paying hom-
08e to those who feU in 
battle. Since that conflict 
over 100 years ago and var­
ious legislation enactments, 
all honorable discharged vet­
erans from alJ wars are noll' 
permilled interrmeot there. 

These epitaphs tell or 152 
years or history, related Di­
rector Rosenbloom, as he 
continued hi!> stroll through 

the long e\en rows or white 
headstones stretching as rar 
as the eye can see. 

Rosenbloom caught an ob­
ject or keen interest and he 
stopped before a large spe­
cially designed tombstone. 
He read, "8-25 bomber, 
417th Bomber Group, 673rd 
Squadron, 5th L.S. Army Air 
Corps, lost in the jungles or 
Ne" Guinea l:.land, May 22, 
1944." The names or the ten 
crewmen are abo listed on 
the race or the stone. "This 
aircraft was discovered by 
an oil e'(ploration company 
26 years nrtcr being report­
ed 'missing and presumed 
lost• " , stated the Director, 
"and interred here lnl97l." 
''They were in the Jungle 
all those year!. waiting to 
come home." 

"Over in that direction 
are the gra\e sites or over 
l 000 Confederate soldiers 
who died during ll>e Civil 
War. And over there, men 
or the Revolutionary War, 
the Spanish American War 
and World War One. Every 
war, every branch or serv­
ice, and the three thousand 
'Unknown So.ldiers ' 

"For many people, Jef­
ferson Barracks Is out or 
sight and out or mind. Sort 
or orr the beaten path, you 
might say. The people a-

round St. Louis have no idea 
the treasure they possess, 
right at their doorstep." The 
thousands interred at Jef­
ferson Barracks, and the 
thousands buried in the other 
two U.S. Cemeter ies in Mis­
souri, and all the hundreds 
of thousands interred in 117 
National Cemeteri es 
throughout the l 'nited States 
will be remembered on Mem­
orlaJ Da.y. 

"The Inter- Vet era o s 
Committee now has their 
OIVn distinguished Flag, Sym· 
bolic or our association with 
this cemetery", !>a.id Direc­
tor Rosembloom. "When the 
stage is .set, colorful nags 
of the 50 states or the Union 
will represent their native 
sons interred here. A tribute 
to the 3000 Unknown Service­
men here will be symboliz­
ed by a flag draped casket. 

" It is a most profound 
and mo~ing !>Cn'lce. People 
Crom aJl aero:.:. the country 
make spcciaJ plans to at­
tend the f. en icc. 

"Over 5000 persons 1\ill 
attend the Mcmorail Day 
Service In the morning but 
by closing time 25 to 30 
thousand persons will have 
visited this very speciaJ 
place." 

• • • 



40 Years After V-J Day, 2 Ex-POW s Decorated 
By Eric Adler 
\\orid-lltt.ahl Sl.tll Yo r11er 

Aboul 11 .GC~ U S Dnd Fihplno liOid1ers 
\\ere surrendered May 6, 1!+42, to O\ er· 
11 helmmg Jap:1nese forces on the Phll­
tpptne Island ronress of Correg•dor 

World \\ar II \eternns EdYo<utllioff· 
maM, 63. of Omaha <~nd Frank DeVI'.o, 
63. of Council Bluff<; werv among the 
captured men They became pnsoners 
Of 11ar for tlm•e years. 

On tht• •10th ann!1·ers.-•1V of \'·J Dav. 
"·hen Japan surn:nden.~ to Alii <X! 
forces, the rwo men were decorated for 
their seiVIce . 

Thev were uworcJed the nronze Star 
Wtodne!>C'Iny ntt:hl by Strategic Air Com· 
mand Col. CMI Epp1g at the Disabled 
,\merJcan Veterans Lodge, ·1515 F St. 

"It'S -13 )'l'.ars lat~. but I suppose It's 
still kind of an honor,'' s;ud DeVJ\O, 
2306 Avenue B. 

"I'm glad I got 11," satd Hoffmann, 

:!.510 S. 46th A~e "l'm son of thnlled 
and proud of It " 

The .Bronze Sfar ts ;marded ror men· 
tonoo.s or herolc m1htnry sei'Vlce m 
war. A recent law aliO'I\s Batnan snd 
Corregldor veterans to recet\1: tt 

Both Hoffmann and DeVIvo applied 
for the medal about etght months ago, 
they said. 

HoHmaM, a former corporal, s.ud he 
can remember watchmg Lt. Gen. Jon· 
athan :\1. Wamwnght rat~e the whll~ 
flag of surrender that :\1ay 6 ntght, 2B 
days after the Japantr;e captured tho 
Bataan Pentnsula and took about 37,000 
American prisoners. 

Then came the mfamous "denth 
march" to the pl'lson camp of B1hbtd. 
Hoffmann satd. 

"It v.oas hell. They beat us up .llong 
the way, they didn't feed us much to eat 
and thev threatened to k1ll us," he S3td 

DeVtvo, a former pnvate, remem· 
bers staymg more than a month at Bill· 

b,d and then bemg ta~.t'll to two camps 
1n Cttb.1natuan 

• They brought nil the pnsoners there 
\\hO hadn't alrndy died," he sa1d "We 
lost aboUt «<to~ a day." 

De\'1\'o suffered a wound at Cabana· 
tuan that brooght htm the Purple Heart 
medal He :;aid he was stabbed m the 
groin "'lth a bayoneue after refusmg to 
saiUtt• a Japanese sold•er. 

Horrm·mn said he, too, was at Caba· 
natu;ul and wa~ later 1aken to a pnson 
camp tn Pnlawan. He said he left there 
JU~t tx•for, the Allied Coree•. returned to 
the Pltlhppmes and before the Japanese 
~lilughtcred aoo Palawan prisoners. 

Hoffmann lK!Id he was taken to two 
rnor•• Plltllpptne prison camps and then 
ro Tokvo, Y..hcre he v. Js used as a l'al!· 
road worker. 

DcV1vo said that after leavmg Calxl· 
natuan, he was taken to another camp 
tn October 1~3 for one year and then to 
Japan, v.here he worked m copper 

r.:;nes for e1ght months. 
The mm S3id they wt'lgl'.ffi less than 

1((1 pounds v.h<>Jltbey.,. ere freed 

Freedom came alter the !.tcond 
atomic bomb was droppeod on ~agasalu 
and V·J Day qs dttlart'd 

Both men sa1d lhf'Y ha\e no regrets 
t.l-tat the Unued States u'>l'd th" ntom1c 

'bombs as a me.1ns to end lhP v.:~r. 

"I know 11's an c\11 thmg to have," 
DeV1vo sa1d, ''but v.uhout the atomtc 
bomb. 1 never v. ould have mode II 

POW medal 
Brig. Gen. John l. Borling, 
Hq. SAC assistant Deputy 
Chief of Staff for operations, 
presents a POW medal to 
Frank DeVivo, a WW II U.S. 
Army veteran. Mr. DeVIvo, a 
member of the 59th Coast Ar· 
tillery Unit on Corregldor 
when the Island fell to the 
Japanese, was a POW from 
May 6, 1942 until Sept. 13, 
1945. General Bortlng was the 
gues-t speaker for the Veter· 
an's Day ceremony at the Dis­
abled Veterans of America 
Headquarters Nov. 11. 



DeVIvo, who endured th~ and a hAll years in a Japanese prison camp, 
shown ht~ with the Bronze Star t.e was awarded Wednesday night tn 

tor mentortous servtc:e In the Philippines - Nonpareil photo by 
Sll!III!GIOWICk.i 

Ex-POW: Difficult 
to be sympatl1etic 
toward ]apa11ese 

By'l'OM PE'l'ERSY.;N 
Nonpa.reU SLat I Wr:lter 

r-.1 Da) has SPl'Cicll reh•\ diiCI' lor 
Frank 1}(1\'1\'0 rhP d.t~ lht• JapDIIt'\e 
stoppl>d r.ghllng 11 ~~~ the f1r~1 lime 111 
thre1• and .t hall n•ar:s I hal Dr-\ 11 
\\as fr.,t' from forced labor m a 
Japanese pnson camp 

DeVtiO 2306 A~!'nut R and fd 
HoHmann Omaha \lt'fl' 311ardl'd 
Bronze Stars \\ et1nl'1dav mght In 
reco~mllon for lhrir inl'ntortou~ 
serv1ce at Corrcgador Phthppmc~ 
Col Carl Epplg of lratcglc \1r 
Command and Orlo f'Oat\ tg tht' 
national commander of the \mt•rtc<~n 
Ell·Pnsoners of \\ ar mode· the 
pre~ntnhons at the reguliir met>tlnl!, 
of the Omaha chapter of the 
Amencan Ex·PO\\ s 

De\'J\0 and hts compan1 had been 
fiR)lllnl: m CorreJ:Idor \\Ill' II Gt'n 
Jonathan \\ a1011 nght sum'ndt red I he 
1sland to the Japane~e 111 \Ill\ IIH! 
A!. a pr1soner l>~\'t\u sa1d he 11as 
forced to work vanous detatls lor lht• 
Japanese. including 111 the copper 
mmes .. stl'(>l m1ll~ ,mel ~hl ft~ .anh 

' Coal mines Wl're tht• wor;t 
DeVtvo satd 'That 's whert• vo11 had 
to sl<tnd in wall'r up to \llUI w liM 
Chrpplng at tht· walls hrln~tnp •loll n 
the coal for tht•m Yuu hud to tlo 11 or 
die. 00(' or the two ., 

In 19H Ue\'1vo S;Jid 11\l' Jo~panl!<t• 
attempted to tran5port pr1son~1 s I rom 
Corre~ldor to JO!pan With cl C00\'0\' Ill 
3i .. hlp~ out of :\l amia l'htllppmes 
Alhed submarines forced thl' t·on\'O\ 
mto Hong Kong. and destroH•d nil bu 
e1ght sh1ps, De\'&vo said · 

Amencan planl"i then !.truck lilt• 
shrp!o m the harbor unll\\iltc thai 
some or the ~haps 11cre cnrt)mg 
Amencan prtsoncrl> 

' Our :.htps \\ ert·n I marked ' De 
\"1\"o ~1d \\e lost t\\O boatloads of 
pnsoneh m that mess a.; far as I can 
tell The ~hlp I was on \\C \\l're the 
onl\ one that got throuf!h \\ e got hit 
With machtne gun hrl' but that 's all 
~obod} Wb hurt Som· of lhl! 
pnsoners any\\'a) • 

At tllat poanl, UeVI\o satd he 
\\etghed about 9S pounds ~<flrr 
weaghtng 180 pounds at the tune ol tu~ 
capture. 

\' .J Day was 01·\·N announn-d at 
the prisOn wllt•rt> Dt•\'1\·o \\aS h~ld Jlllt 

At cesemao.la IDlll"t tbe end of World 
War U, local res.ldellta remember 
wbat It was llb wbeu the •mw.mce­
ment came there would be oo more 
t1..LUng See Page &A. 

The prrrnnl'r er-e 
i\ml'rrcon hilnds n ~ept 
Carnt-d out on <o~ 1 ret t r r 
had a broken vertebr 1 11 
from hts treatment t..\ tl! J tp n~ 

~~x-POW: Difficttlt 
to be syntpatl1etic 
toward Japa11ese 

(CoatbnJed from Page lA) 

He returned to San Franct'ieo rn 19~5 
on OJ hOspltal ship and \H nt on to 
Clinton for m~·<llcal artenllon 

Oespllc the nc\\ s blacJ..out a<> 
pnsoners for muC'h of tht· 1\dT 
De\'1\ o said the men nen'r cons1d· 
ered that the l 'nllt>d Stales rn1~ht he 
losm~ the\\ ar 

• We knc\\ bl'llt'r th:tn thai flt· 
\'1\"0 saad " Wt• could tell somt·thara~ 
happened cn•ry 11me I he .l.tpan(·M· rut 
our rations down ;mel got ,1 latth• mort· 
act1ve w1th thcar \'JI.tmln ~ttl'k' ,, 
pack handle 

·Thai'~ what 11~ t'allt·d 11 ,, l'll,unm 
sttck. OeVIvo S<Hrl. • Tht•\' m.tdt• I'OU 
move· 

Tile war IS Mill ,J Vt'r\' 1'11'111 
memorv for Dt•\'1vo who ha:. l11 ecJ all 
h1s tare 1n thiS an•11 .1strlt• lrnrn llw 
111e vcJr.S h~ was 10 tht• "'or I It• 
s1gned up for duty m I!HO \1 llh lour 
fnends and \\as the ouh ont• tn relllrn 
111 e wars later Hr \\tnt un lo work 
Cor Unton Pac1flc Katlrootel ond 
rettred four )earsa~o 

·People don't understand \\hal 
really \\en! on o~er ther~ 1'1 c got 
~m! or my budd cs Lhc1 II tal, to 

mt' but nobolh eiS<' \ 
ro·get 1t · 

D<•\'1\'0 talked Y.llhout b • r 
about hts e).pem?nces. but dl Sd 
hns a hard Umt.> frehrg IT u h 
!l~mpalh) for the JapJrese fit I• l 
b\ the atom1c bomb 

There s no y. a1 1n tho:! world th t u 
~:uvs \l"ho \\ere 01er there ha\t dO\ 
S\ffip<ilh) for them De\ 1 \11 Sold 
• l"s harl.l for anybod: 11ho nr1er 
bt'~n there to und<>rst<~nd \\h\ "' 
don t \\ t• have rtur 0\1 n reasons 

Jilek 1\rejrl. chapter commandtr 
sa.r! Congn~s last \ear made ali anr11 
wto !>t'f\'Ccl ill Cnrreg1dor and Bal.tdn 
t•li~ihlt• to ri.'Ct!l\'e Bronze Stars Som• 
other V('ll'rans had applied lor .tlld 
rewlvl'(llhelr medals b\' maal i'J•'Jt·a 
s;ud. but becausl' the nallonal com 
mJUdl'r 11 a~ ;1\'atlilbl(' tht· nwdals 
\\<·rl' prt•!>entt.'fl to De\'1\'0 ,md Hoi 
fmann out at lhe chapter's me~lmrt II 
JUSt ~~oorkl'd out that th(• presentation~ 
h•ll on\' J Dav. he ,aid 

1\rcjct said the Omaha waptrr ha 
ilhout 2.iO members tncludmc about ru 
mtJnbt'rs from western lo\\a Ht sa 1 
he expl'cls other memb{'rs who 
sun I\ ed Corrr21dor and Bataan t 1 
applv and b<· a~~oarded tre medals 
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