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Native Grasses 
& CQnservatlon 

In the aftermath of last years' 
drought, one area that produrers may 
have overlooked is mortality of grass 
stands in permanent pastures. An 
option for producers to oonsider when 
~blishing pasture . seedings 
would be the introduction of a warm 
season grass. 

Warm season grasses include some 
of the following: Switchgrass, 
Bluestem . and Indiangrass. These 
perennial grasses are excellent forage 
and are winter hardy and drought 
resistant. Most of these ~sses reach 
their full growing potential during the 
hot, dry months of July and August. 
They vary from 12-14% crude protein 
and range from ~% total 
digestable nutrients. When mixed 
with cool season grasses, they provide 
good full season grazing in most 
pastures. · 

Warm season grasses have many 
other conServation uses. SWitchgra8s 
provides an excellent seeding for 
waterways, terrace backslopes and 
earthen dams. It is unaffected by most 
surface applied herbicides. 

Native grasses also provide 
excellent wildlife habitat. They stand 
up well under winter snows and 
provide food for deer and rover for 
Rheasants and other game birds. 

H you are interested in establishing 
native ·grasses, the Louisa County 
Conservation Board will hold a 
seminar on management practices. 
The meeting will be Monday, April 3, 
at 7 p.m. at the Farm Bureau Building 
in Wapella. Interested persons should 
try to attend this meeting. h)' T;. J j .M 

r<'ef.C> \,'C.# 



Native grasses ·and 
conservation 

by Todd Meyer, 
Soil Conservationist 

In the aftermath oflast year's 
drought, one area that produc­
ers may have overlooked is 
mortality of grass stands in 
permanent pastures. An option 
for producers to consider when 
re-establishing pasture seed­
ings would be the introduction 
of a warm seas~n grass. 

Warm season grasses include 
some of the following: 
Switchgrass, Bluestem and 
lndiangrass. These perennial 
grasses are excellent forage and 
are winter hardy and drought 
resistant. Mosfofthese.grasses 
reach their full growing poten­
tial during the hot, dry months 
of July and August. They vary 
from 12-14% crude protein and 
range from 55-65% total digest­
ible nutrients. When mixed with 
,.nol season grasses, they pro-

vide good full s~ason grazing in 
~ost pastures. 

Warm season grasses have 
many other conservation uses. 
Switchwass provides an excel­
lent seeding for waterways, 
terrace back slopes and earthen 
dams. It is unaffected by most 
surface applied herbicides. 

Native grasses also provide 
excellent wildlife habitat. They 
stand up wee under winter 
snows and provide food for deer 
and cover for pheasants and 
other game birds: 

If you are interested in es­
tablishing native grasses, the 
Louisa Co. Conservation Board 
will hold a seminar on manage­
ment practices. The meeting will 
be Monday, April 3rd at 7:00 
p.m. at the Farm Bureau Build­
ing in Wapello. If you are inter­
ested, please try to attend this 
meeting. 3- /7- f 1 



New trees 
and shrubs 
guide assists 
planting · 
decisions 

' . 
It's spring again, and time to 

start planting new trees and 
shrubs - but which ones? Be­
cause there are so many varieties 
avaiiable, this can be a very con­
fusing task. 

The Conservation Trees and 
Shrubs Pocket .JOGuidecan help. 
thi~ fuh-rotor guide contains 186 
pages ~f photographs and infor­
matiohon56treesand Mshrubs. 
U includes tips on growth pat­
terns, adaptability to soils, wild­
life benefits and conservation 
uses. It also measures just 3.5" x 

. 5",soiHitseasilyintoapocketor 
glove compartment for. quick 
reference. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agrict.tlturt!'s Soil Conserv~tion 
Service developed theguide,ai't.d 

r many of the trees and shrubs 
. featuted in it l\llve been tested , 
and rel~sed as part of the · • 

" &IJehcY.s plant materials pro­
'gtam. They include Hardwoods 

1. such as ·ash~ locus\, maple and 
· .oa~ and conifers such as ~r, t>ine, f 

cedar and spruce. The sh~ub9 a~ · 
recotnmehde'd ptimartly ~r · 
wittdb~ks and bbutificatioh. 

. Those eonsid~rlng planting . 
. tree§ or 8lttubs should al~o rort-
' sider tht!lr persondt }'reference§ 
' and the appearanee of the tr~. 
This pictOrial 8Uide will be Use' 

ful for those purposes ds well. 
·Pot ntore lnfortnatioh on the 

ConservaHoh Trees and Shrub~ 
Pocbt 10 Gulde~ or to see a copy 
of the book, ctJn~act the Soil 
ConserVation SerVice Office at · 
514 lselt, Wapello, phone 52~-
6411. Th~ lbut~ SWCD has 
copies available for 510.00. · 

I 
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NEWS RELEASE -JANUARY, 1986 BY STEVE YADDOF, DISTRICT 
CONSERVA IONISTI WAPEL 0, IOWA 

ESTIMATING SOIL LOSS FROM CROPLAND IS ONLY ONE OF THE JOBS OFT E 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE/ ACCORDING TO STEVE YADDOF, DISTRICT 

CONSERVATIONIST. 

THE SERVICE'S OB.JECTIVE IS TO ELP FARMERS WIT CONSERVATION 

MANAGEMENT AND EROSION CONTROL PRACTICES THAT WILL BRING T E SOIL 

LOSS DOWN TO LIMITS WHICH ALLOW T ELAND TO REMAIN PRODUCTIVE. 

MANY LOUISA COUNTY FIELDS ARE STILL LOSING TOO MUCH SOIL TO 

MAINTAIN A CONSTANT LEVEL OF PRODUCTIVITY OVER A LONG PERIOD OF 

TIME. MA Y FARMS ARE LOSING 1 0 OR MORE TONS OF SOIL PER ACRE 

ANNUALLY, W IC IS EXCESSIVE. 

IF T ESE EROSION RATES CONTINUE, EVENTUALLY NOT lNG WILL BE LEFT 

BUTT E SUBSOIL AND H S LA D (SUBSOIL) USUALLY MUST BE CONVERTED 

TO PASTURE OR TREES. EVENT EN, IT S NOT VERY PRODUCTIVE. 

SOIL E OSION S ALWAYS MORE DAMAGING T AN WE REALIZE BECAUSE 

EROSION IS JUST T E FIRST STEP IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL 

DEGRADATION 

EVE Y FARMER KNOWS HAT IT TAKES MORE POWER AND MORE FERTILIZER 

TO TRY TO MAINTAIN PRODUCTION ON AN ERODED SOIL. T E INEVITABLE 

RESUL OF EROSION IS LOWER YIELDS, HIG ER PRODUCTION COSTS AND 

HIGHER PRICES IN HE MARKET PLACE. 

WHEN WE SEE SEDII1ENT ON STREETS AND IN BOTTOMLANDS, MUDDY WATER 

IN STREAMS OR DUST IN T E AIR, WE ARE SEEING OW EROSION URTS ALL 

OF US NO MA TER WHERE WE LIVE OR WORK. 



NEWS RELEASE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERIVCE 
FEBRUARY 21, 1986 

Gree~ Manure Crops 

To get the most benefit from annual 11 set-aside 11 acres, plan to 
iY-.c~orporate a greere rnareut"'e c-rop. Benefits of a good seeding include a 
"rotation effect 11 which will give a 5-10" increase in corn the following 
year as compared to corn after corn. · · 

·-
Incorporating a green manure crop will contribute organic matter to the 
soil which will increase the biological activity. This will in turn 
improve infiltration, aeration, and tilth. In addition a legume will add 
50 to 100 pounds of nitrogen per acre. This is a savings of up to 25.00. 

Other advantages include the erosion control benefit of good ground cover 
on sloping fields. Soil losses will be reduced by more than 75~. 

The crop disease and insect cycles are also broken up. If long term 
legumes are seeded, there is the additional option of carrying th~ meadow 
over for more than one year if desired for other uses. Lime and 
livestock manure can be applied easily during the crop season. 

Suggested seeding rates are: 

Alfalfa - 8-12 lb/Ac 
Red Clover - 8-10 
Sweet Clover - 8-10 
Alsike Clover - 4-5 
Legume Mixes - 10-12 

Be sure to use proper inoculation. 

Green manure crops should be left until cropping season the next spring 
for best erosion control. This will also provide winter cover for 
wildlife. 
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· The U.S.· D~p~rtment.: of Agti cul~.~te . a'nfl·O.unce~ . 1~t~riry1 rules tod~y to 
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Trend toward future of agriculture. ~R'1r ~ 
No-till farming acreage nearly 
triples in state of Iowa 

Iowa farmers nearly tripled 
their use of no-till farming this 
year, and now lead the nation in 

;- totalacreageofcropresidueman-

s 
e 
s 

we're happy to see it," says Iowa 
SCSAgronomist Bob Dayton. "In 
Washington, Keokuk and Mar­
ion Counties, more than a third · 
of the acreage was no-till. There's 
a significant change going on in 
the way farmers are planting 
their crops," he adds. 

uted to the fact that over much of 
the state, only about a fourth of 
the ground was tilled after har­
vest. So we started last spring 
with a lot of residue," Zimprich 
says. 

agement. 
>r The increase in no-fill from 
h 972,800acresin 1991 to2,755,900 
y acres this year, is the largest acre­
A age increase of any state, accord­
a- ing to data released from a crop 
P) residue management survey by 
1S, the Conservation Technology 

Information Center. 
More than 15 million acres of 

corn and soybeans were grown 
in Iowa this year with at least 15 
percent of the ground covered 
with last year's crop residues. 

That change is a visible one, 
according to SCS Crop Residue 
Management Specialist Jeff 
Zimprich. "As I drove across the 
state last spring after planting, I 
saw field after field with high 
levels of residue. I knew than it 
would be a banner year," Zim­
prich says 

"Beyond that, though, there' 
a recognition that less tillage and 
more residue can translate t 
more profit. Agribusiness wa 
solidly behind efforts to hel 
farmers use high residue level!"' 
this year. Having that help andl 
encouragement makes a big dif-' 
ference," Zimprich says. 

Soil Conservation require­
ments set by USDA have also 
had an effect. More than three..: 
fourths of the farmers wtth con 
servation compliance plans in 
elude crop residue managemen 
as a soil ·saving measure. 

Zimprich gives last fall's 
weather some credit for the in­
crease, but says the use of crop 
residue goes beyond that. "Early 
snow and wet weather contrib-

"That's two out of every three 
acres being farmed with crop · 
residues," says Jeff Vonk, State 
Conservationist for the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service. "It's · 
about a million acres more than 
last year, and the residue levels 
are higher, too. It's god news for , 
soil conservation," he says. 

Iowa farmers are second in 
the nation in acres of conserva­
tion tillage, defined as all types 
of crop residue management that 
leave at least 30 percent of the ' 

·· ground covered after planting. 1.· 

Thelowafigureforconservation ] 
tillage in 1992 is 9,714,000 acres 
-a 33 percent increase from last 
year. Illinois farmers lead the 
nation in that category with 11.2 . 
million acres. 

"There was an explosion in 
no-till use this year," Vonk says. 
"It's three times what it was last , 
year, four times what it was two , 
years ago, and eight times what ' 
it was 10 years ago." 

In no-till planting, the soil is 1 

not disturbed from harvest to 
pla~ting, except for nutrient in­
jection. Seed is planted or drilled 
in a narrow seedbed or slot. The 
method leaves most of the previ­
ous year's plant residues on the 
soil surface. 

Nationally, conservation till­
age was used on about 55.8 mil­
lion acres of corn and soybeans. 
No-till increased from 15.5 mil­
lion acres to more than 22 mil­
lion acres. 

While their acreages are not 

as high, farmers from eastern 
states such as Virginia, West 
Virginia and Tennessee used no­
till on 40 percent of fheir corn 
this year, according to the sur­
vey. 

"We've seen more concentra­
tions of no-till in the East in the 
past, but it's moving to the Mid­
west, and because of the acre­
agesinvolved, that's wherewe'il 
see the most activity in the fu­
ture," predicts Dan McCain of 
the Conservation Technology 
Information Center in West 
Lafayette, Indiana. 

Roughly one out of every 
eight acres of Iowa's corn and 
soybeans were planted with no­
till in 1992. 

"We had expected a healthy 
increase in no-till this year, and 





Planting 

Jody Hovland holds an MFA degree in ac~ing trom the 
University of Iowa and is currently managlnQ director. of 
Riverside Theatre a professional company 1n Iowa C1ty. 
She has appeared at the Kennedy Center, with theatres 
in North Dakota and Missouri, as well as with Iowa 
Summ~r Repertory and Kar~mu House. Performing Arts 
Theatre in Cleveland. Jody 1s also tounng 1n the . 
one-woman show "First Lady Lou," a play about the hfe 
of Lou Henry Hoover. Jody t~aches with the Iowa Arts 
Council and at Cornell College. 

Jody was born and raised in the farming ~ommunity of 
Ada, Minnesota. Her rural background bnngs an ad~ed 
touch of commitment and concern to the role of Anme 
and "Planting in the Dust." · · 
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Nancy Paddock is a Minnesota poet, playwright and 
author whose concern for the· land and the people of the 
land is evidenced in her ·writing. "Planting in the Dust" 
draws extensively on her ora'/ history projects with rural 
people. Nancy has sel'\(ed ·as _Writer-in-the-schoC?I.s and 
Poet-in-residence in vanous M1nnesota commumt1es. She 
and her husband Joe are co-authors of "Soil and 
SuNival," published in 1986 : ~Y Sierra Club Books. 

l::::::::m~:s:I:::::~:P:ell[• 
Louisa County Historical Society 

Louisa County Soil and Water ConseNation District 
Louisa County ConseNation Board 

Louisa County Farm Bureau 
Louisa County Fafm Bure~u Women 

River Forks FFA 
Louisa-Muscatine FFA 

Wapello FFA 

in the Dust 

"Planting in the Dust" is produ~ed by t_he _Land . 
Stewardship Project, a nonl?rof1t orgamzat1on. w~rkmg to 
foster an ethic of stewardship toward our nat1on s 
farmlands. Its hope is that each farmer and landown~r 
will strive to leave the land in a better condition than !t 
was received. Other resources from Land Stewardship 
Project include: 

. Touring Cultural Programs: 
"A Song for the Earth" - an environmental puppet show 
"Music of the Land" -an, environmental slide/song program 

Publications: 
The Land Stewardship Letter --quarterly newsletter on 
sustainable agriculture · 
The Land Stewardship Update --quarterly newsletter on 
farm policy issues 

Books: 
Soil and SuNival by Nancy & Joe Paddock and Carol Bly 

. .Excellence in Agriculture .;.. interviews with farm families 
who are stewards of the land 
Reshaping the Bottom Line. - practical ideas that make 
farming more economically and. environmentally sound 

Videos: "Planting in the Dust 
"Excellence in Agriculture" 

Plus: Booklets and videos on sustainable farm ing 
practices ,(·! · 

For more information, call or write: 
Land Stewardship Project 
14758 Ostlund Trail North 

Marine, .1\ilN 55407 
(612)433-2no 
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Conservationist . position . 
. . Randy Phelan· 'is the ' Districi ' , t e s.o u r c e.' . cons e r v a ti on sign-up, Phelan eru;olled 10,600 : , · .l 

I Conservationist in the' Wapello projectS," ~aid Phelan. "Som€ · ·acres in the CRP~' in ' Emmet ... l ' 

Soil and Water Conservation .. people feel that the Government County. Phelan said, ''The 
District rephicing Steve : owes them cost-share funds. To Conservation Reserve Program 
Yaddof. Yaddof was selected as receive cost share funds is not a is an excellent program to take 
RC&D Coordinator with the Soil right, it is a privilege," Phelan your highly erodible land im­
Conservation Service in Rhode said. He adds, "Your con- mediately out of production 
Island. servation project rriust meet while maintaining your 

Phelan came from Esterville, Soil Conservation Service eligibility for USDA program 
' where . he served the Emmet specifications or the project will benefits. The . Con-

Soil and Water Conservation not be recommended for cost servationReserve Program 
District as their District Con- share. Waterways and erosion ·offers $85 per acre annual _J 

servationist. Phelan was a soil control structures must have payment to retire highly ~ 
conservationist for three years the upland drainage adequately erodible land and . gives you • 
in Bedford (Taylor County). He treated before cost share will be time to develop a conservation ~ 
also worked as a conservation approved. Terrace projects plan that would otherwise be ~ 
technician for four years in his must start at the top of the hill required in 1990." ~ 
home county of Plymouth. He and be designed on the contour Phelan recommends that ~ 
was born and raised on a farm to reduce soil losses to tolerable everyone contact their SCS ~ 
near LeMars; his parents still levels. office to see if their land is , 
operate this farm. . Phelan will continue to eligible for the Conservation ~ 

Phelan decid.ed to move at promote the ten year Con- Reserve Program. The· next 
this time so that he could inform servation Reserve program sign up for the reserve program ~ 
the farmers of the requirements { CRP). During the first year of is July 2o-July 31. l 
of the 1985 · Farm Bill, rather 
than inherit a county later that 
had no system set up to deal 
with the farm bill policy. 
· "I will promote · sound 





"Planting in the Dust" 

Museum to host performance 
"Planting in the Dust", a criti­

cally-acclaimed one woman/one 
act drama will be presented at 
the Louisa County Heritage 
Museum in Wapello, Iowa on 
Sunday, May 30 at 2:00p.m. This 
half-hour, one-act drama focuses 
on a young farm woman as she. 
struggles with her deeply-rooted 
feelings for her family's land and · 
farming problems today. 

The play, written by Nancy 
Paddock, has been hailed one of 
the finest presentations on land 
ethics currently touring the na­
tion. Its poignant message t>f 
hope has been enthusiastically 
received by thousands nation­
wide. Experts in the field, audi­
ence members and theater critics 
agree, the play is evocative, in­
formative and entertaining. 

"Planting in the Dust" ap­
proaches conservation issues 
through the eyes of Annie, who 
has returned to the land her great- , 
grandparents homesteaded. She 
looks out at the cloud of dust . 
billowing up from her neighbor's 
tractor and experiences a deep 
sense of loss. It is not just dust to 
her, it is land that has been in her 
family since pioneer days. She 
recounts the history of the land 
-plowed by her great-grandfa­
ther, protected by her grandpar­
ents and farmed fence row to , 
fence row by her own mother 
and father. All around her land 
has become a commodity- fer­
tility is mined for profit, farmers 
lose their land and communities · 

Actress Jody Hovland will present "Planting in the Dust" 
Sunday afternoon at the Heritage Museum. 

crumble. 
Annie's commitment to re­

store her farm has brought her 
into close communion with the 
land. She firmly believes, 'The 
land belongs to itself, if anything 
we belong to it ... we borrow our 

The Land Stewardship Proj­
ect, which developed the play, is 
a non-profit organization dedi­
cated to fostering a national ethic 
toward our soil and water re­
sources. The play is being spon­
sored locally by the Louisa 

County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District, Louisa County 
Conservation Board, Louisa 
County 'Historical Society, Lou- . 
isa County Farm Bureau, Louisa i 
County Farm Bureau Women, 
River Forks FFA, Wapello FFA 
and L-MFFA. 

The performance is open to 
thepublicandisfreeofcharge.A 
free-will offering will be accepted 
at the door. For more informa­
tion contact the conservation 
board at 523-8381. 



Planting in the Dust 
Sunday, May 3, 2:00 p.m. 

Louisa County Heritage Museum 
Wapello, Iowa 

A one act pia~ about a woman's 
connection w1th the land 

Local sponsors: 

This one woman/one act 
drama focuses on a young farm 
woman as she struggles with 
her deeply-rooted feelings for 
her family's land and farming 
problems today. Jody Hovland, 
who performed in "First Lady 
Lou" at the Heritage Museum 
two years ago, will play the part 
of Annie. 

Louisa County Historical Society 
Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Louisa County Conservation Board 
Louisa County Farm Bureau 

Louisa County Farm Bureau Women 
River Forks FFA 

L-M FFA 
Wapello FFA 

Produced by: 
Land Stewardship Project 

Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047 

This program is open to the public and free of charge. 
A free-will offering will be accepted at the door 

For more information, contact the Louisa County Conservation Board at 523-8381 



rPrelimanary results of well testing 1i"/'.M/ 

Tests show many Muscatine Island w\\1. ~~ 
ea wells are contaminated 

te 

Primary results of a recent 
waterqualitysurveyhavesho~ 
40% of wells tested on Muscatine 

· Island are supplying contami- · 
nated water. 

The survey is being conducted 
by the Geode Resource Conser­
vatiqn and Development to de­
termine the quality of water 

supplied on Muscatine Island. ited time. 
Muscatine County residents Louisa County residents of 

may have their wells tested free Muscatine Island may make 
at any time by arranging an ap- appointmentstohave theirwells 
pointment with the Muscatine tested, or receive more informa­
Board of Health at 263-0482. tion on the survey, by calling the 

Louisa County residents of · Louisa County Soil and Water 
theM uscatine Island area will be Conservation District at 523-
offered free well tests for a lim- 6411. 



W ASHINGTON, D.C. 
(AP) - Too · much 
water in the Midwest 

will cut corn production this 
crop year by 650 million bushels 
and soybeans by 70 million bu., 
the USDA projects. 

In a report Monday: the 
department's World Agricultur­
al Outlook Board said corn pro­
duction should be ·7.85 billion 
bu., compared with 8.5 billion 
bu. projected last month and a 
record 9.5 billion bu. in 1992. 

Part of the decrease from l992 
is due to reduced plantings 
under government programs. 
The board projected prices to 
increase 15 cents/bu., causing 
them to .range from $2 to $2.40. 
· The board said soybean pro­
duction should reach 1.98 billion 

bu., a 70-million-bu. drop 'from 
last month's estimate of 2.05 bil­
lion bu. The 1992 production 
was estimated at 2.2 billion bu. 

Soybeqns should r~nge $5.75 
to $7/bu., compared with a $5.50 
average for this last crop year. 

The board cautioned projec­
tions are tentative and based on 
analysis of existing information 
using the probable effect of the 
weather. More-reliable informa­
tion based on actual surveys ofi 
the affected areas will be avail­
able Aug. 11. 

In another indication of the 
weather's effect on corn and 
soybeans, the department 
reported the soybean crop 95 
percent planted, compared wittl 
a 98 percent average.• 
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atn 
welcomed 
by area 
fanners 

Lightning caused some 
damage to Louisa County 
businesses and residences last 
Saturday night, and some 
minor wind damage was 
reported, but the downpour 
had area fanners feeling in 
much better spirits. 

Rainfall totals in Louisa 
County fell mostly in the two 
to three inch rang~, with 
Wapello weather observer 
Mike Hodges recording 2.39 
inches of rainfall over the 
weekend. 

'{he 2.39 inches of rain was 
the most recorded in Wapello 
at one time since August 26 of 
1987, when 2.68 inches fell. 

Wapello has now recorded 
a near-normal 3.44 inches in 
April, although a significant 
deficit remains from 1988 and 
the first three months of 1989. · 



. RC&D to hOst Jollow-,_a.ip 
~ ' seminars on Shiitak8 ;.~Ushrooms J · Iti~ no se_cret th~t I":wans and ~.ria~ j,a~d~;;;,,ltOgS~ ~~~~~~tiY _ ch~rg~ to iho~e persons Who 
\) 1 · rural folks · f~o~ nei~bormg o.ak, . '. . , .. ~- ' . ,·. . I· ,. purchased "plugs" fro~ us last 

• states have been· · r:eluctan~ to Thi~ s~~~on,_. to . Pt~vid~ ~ur- year. · 
shift' away from prOducinghuge ther technical' ~ssistance to _ The .schedule , of seminars is · 
surpluses of unprofitable crops. first-time growers, .and to let as follows: . - . 
Change· is difficult, - yet ,.,<?tl_l~t:s · in on th«: · ·pr?mis~,. of ·· ·Tuesday, Feb. js - Kil~_eck 
inevitable, and in t~,e c.ase, (!f_:_tb~ {::Sh~~~~.~~>= ,,addit~o~a~ :, · ~~-~in .. ing Community Friends· Oturch in 
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needed. · . · · · _ d~r.la~d . _R~.~J?:~ .. ~h-~ ,;,~uE.al Generating Plant on Muscatine 
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grown in the midw,est IS a .c~s.e . Each ... se~~~~r __ Will .. ~~gl!'l,;. ~t Wednesday, Feb. 19 - Little 
in point. Consumption is rapidly ·1:00 p.m. '. Tc{ ' oefray '~spa_~lter . Theatre in Building 400, Agri- '' 
increasing i.n population 'centers ; fr~velexpeP8~.s~)he . co8~. ~t·JH.~ · spo~is · compiex, Southeastern 
across ·· Amerie'a ; .. :Pro~uctfon ·. 'dpQr·wm be·$5·.'()(): A _'91~~o.\lill~d communfty . College: ·. West 
requires little '_(nvestme~t, -~*~~ :-_~ei.i~tration '{~~,(if $2 .. 9CJ~~!l~~ Burlington;' Io~a. •. ' 
labor;., a'~d .'the .'ina.in matefial :r-:t',:):.~ .. ..!. .. ~~~ ' ~~-'- ...:..· _ __:· ________ _ 

. ne:eded. ;,is ;i'widely '- .available : - ·1 



w ~ · ~- .2 - ~ ~- cr d. 

REAP Committee meets in Wapello, 
grant applications reviewed 

The Louisa County Resource 
Enhancement and Protection 
(REAP) Committee met Thurs­
day, Feb. 8, at the Louisa County 
Heritage Center in Wapello, and 
reviewed several prospective 
grant applications for state fund­
ing. 

Among the grant proposals 
are a multi-use recreation and 
water quality control project from 
the City of Wapello; a recreation 
and pond project proposed by 
the City of Oakville; a proposed 
land acquisition and develop­
ment project for the Cairo Woods 

Wildlife Area, submitted by the 
Louisa County Conservation 
Board; and a proposed natural 
areas inventory of the county, 
requested by the conservation 
board. 

After reviewing the propos­
als, the committee agreed they 

1 

I 

\ 

all met with its preliminary five­
year plan objectives and recom­
mended they be supported by 
state reviewers. 

The projects will now be for­
warded to Des Moines, where 
they will compete with other 
proposals for funding. 

Wapello's proposal requests 
funding assistance to aid in 
modifying its sewer lagoon plant 
and developing a new park. In­
cluded in the proposal is the 
construction of two wetlands 
which would assist in treating 
the city's wastewater, 

There are currently around 70 
~arsh treatment sites around the 
country, but none are in Iowa. 
The project would improve wild­
life habitat, along with enhal\c­
ing water quality. 

Wapello's proposal ·would 
also include a park development, 
which would include a shelter, 
playground equipment, latrines 
and trail system. 

Oakville proposed the dredg­
ing of a wetland for improved 
fishing and other park develop­
ment. The proposal would pro­
vide additional recreational use 
for a portion of the park where 
use is down. A shelter and other 
improvements would also be 
constructed. 

The proposed development of 
Cairo Woods would improve 
both wildlife habitat and recrea­
tion use by people. Among the -
proposals are fencing, native 
grass planting, pond reconstruc­
tion and trail development. In 
addition, the proposal calls for a 
small acquisition to provide a site 
for picnic and camping facilities. 

The county purchased Cairo 
Woods with wildlife habitat 
stamp money, which prevents the 
county from de~eloping any of 
the original area for those uses. 
However, if the county could 
~~~· .·. 
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SCS offers to purchase eas~ments on 
qualifying flooded croplands in county 

A 30-day sign up for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's 
Emergency Wetlands Reserve 
Program (EWRP) will begin 
November 1, according to Jeff 
Vonk, state conservationist for 
the Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) in Iowa. Administered by 
the SCS through the Emergency 
Watershed Protection program, 
EWRP was established to give 
landowners the option of con­
verting qualifying cropland 
damaged by the 1993 floods to 
wetlands. Iowaisoneoftheeight 
states eligible for EWRP. 

Farmers should visit their 
local field office to sign up, says 
Shawn Dettman, District Con­
servationist in Louisa County. 

Eligible land entered into the 
program will permanently be 
restored to wetlands, says 
Shawn. SCS will purchase ease­
ments to the land and pay all 
wetland restoration costs. 

"We think some farmers hit 
by this year's flooding will find 
this a good option to trying to 
restore and farm wet, flood­
prone land," says Vonk. ''fhey 
can save the expense of restoring 
cropland in flood plains, and the 
environment will also benefit. 
Wetlands will help control flood 
waters, improve water quality, 
and provide wildlife habitat for 
migratory birds." 

To be eligible for the program, 
land must meet the basic criteria: 

• must have been covered 
with flood waters in 1993; 

• the cost of reclaiming crop­
land and/or repairing levees is 
more than the easement value of 
the land; 

• can be restored to a wet­
land; 

• must have been used for 
crop production at least once 
during the last five years. 

Land easement values were 
set on a regional basis by the SCS 
by working with other agencies, 
commodity and environmental 
groups as well as farm managers 
and appraisers. Easement val­
ues range from $388 to $962 per 
acre. 

Easement values for Louisa 
County are $683 per acre, says 
~h<li'W'n 

Land isoffidallyaccepted into 
the program after the landowner 
records an easement. The land­
owner will then receive 75 per­
cent of the easement payment. 
When wetland restoration is 
complete SCS will pay the land­
owner the-remaining 25 percent, 
says Vonk. 

"Farmers with land in river 
bottoms damaged by flood wa­
ters should stop by their local 
SCS office for more detailed in-

formation if they are interested 
in receiving payment for perma·· 
nently retiring the land from 
production," says Vonk. "Costs 
to reclaim flood damaged lands 
are often greatly underestimated. 
To determine eligibility SCS will 
be working with landowners to 
identify all reclamation costs 
including restoring fertility and 
restoring the flooded fields to 
pre-flood conditions." 

, 
~ 



scsomce 
expands 
hours 

The Soil Conservation Setv­
iceOffice in Wapello is announc­
ing expanded office hours by 
staying open Mondays unti19:00 
p.m. 

"Louisa County has a signifi­
cant number of farmers who 
workoffthefarm.Tobetterserve 
the farmers we . felt being open 
one evening a week would make 
the office more accessible," said 
Shawn Dettmann, district con­
servationist. 

According to Dettmann, 
Louisa county is the only county 
in the state authorized to offer 
this kind of service. If Louisa 
county farmers take advantage 
of this it may be offered in more 
counties across the state. 

The new office hours are: 
Monday, 7:30a.m.- 9:00p.m. 
Tuesday, 7:30a.m. -5:00p.m. 
Wednesday, 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 

p.m. 
Thursday, 7:30a.m.-5:00p.m. 
Friday, 7:30a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

· If you have questions about 
your farm plan, pasture man­
agement, wetland or windbreak, 
you're invited tostopinand visit 
with us. As always all programs 
and services are free and offered 
on a nondiscriminatory basis 
without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, sex, age, marital 
status, or handicap. 

1-9:1.. 



l}J~· n'~ SCS plans to follow appointment 1oJa-;1~ 

schedule for consultations this year 
The Soil Conservation Serv­

ice in Louisa County will be set­
ting appointments for follow-up 
on conservation plans again this 
year. "We will be sending out 
appointment cards to neighbor­
hoods this fall and winter," says 
Shawn Dettman of the Soil Con­
servation Service. Follow-up is a 
service provided to farmers to 
helpthcmstayeligibleforUSDA 
benefits. "We will be asking farm­
erstotakeaboutoneortwohours 
out of their busy schedules to 
meet with us," says Dettman. It's 
best if the producer can be there 
when we do follow-up, but it's 
not required for them to be pres­
ent. 

It is extremely important for 
farmers to be on schedule with 
the conservation plans if they 
want to remain eligible for USDA 
programs such as the Conserva­
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
payments, feed grain programs, 
and FMHA ioans. 

"If you can't make the ap­
pointment time and date we set, 
but want to be present, let us 
know and we will change it to 

!lCcommodate you," says 
Dettmann. 

About two thirds of the highly 
erodible farmland in Louisa 

Ccunty have practices that need 
to be applied to be considered in 
compliance and eligib"le to par­
ticipate in the farm programs. 

--------------------------~----~-----------------------~' ~ ~~ a ~ 





Shiitakes mushroom into conservation incentive 
DANVILLE, Ill. (AP) - One of 

the most popular delicacies in 
Japan is popping out of 700 neatly 
stacked logs i~ a secluded Ver­
milion County research site and 
scientists believe there is wealth 
beyond money in shiitake mush-
rooms. 

The large, expensive mush­
rooms could be a key to reducing 
soil erosion, improving forest 
management and creating wildlife 
habitat, while also making money 

• for people who grow them, scien­
~ists say. 

"We're in this for the en­
, vironmental aspects," said· Ken~ 
. neth Konsi~, the Kennekuk Cove 
Park forester who teaches how to 

: produce shiitakes, pronounced 
she-tok-e. "The mushrooms are· a 

. fi~ncial incentive '· to get land-
"' 

owners to do this." 
Scientists ~ay adding trees to 

crop land can help reduce erosion 
by keeping valuable soil from 
washing away and cutting smaller 
logs from trees can improve exist­
ing forests. In either case, wildlife 
should benefit , they say. 

Shiitake production also could 
help the U.S. economy, since this 
nation now imports about $100 
million worth of the mushrooms 
from Japan each year. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture es~ 
timates that domestic growers 
have a $2 million annual market 
now, and it eventually could be 10 
times that much. 

"We're growing higher quality 
mushrooms than they are in 
Japan," said Konsis. "They are 
buying our best mushrooms and "'{ . 

shipping them back to Japan." 
Shiitake mushrooms have been 

grown commercially in the United 
States for less than 10 years, said 
Christopher Burnett of the Illinois 
Natural History Survey. Last 
year, nearly 3 million pounds 
were produced. 

The Vermilion County research 
project, developed two years ago 
by Burnett, a wildlife ecologist, is 
designed to identify the best 
shiitake varieties and the best 
type of logs for Illinois production. 

It also serves as a workshop for 
people who want to learn how to 
raise shiitake mushrooms. 

"My son and I are interested in 
things like that - almost a 
garden type project," said Larry 
Larimore of Urbana, who took the 
class last winter. "We don't ex-

pect to be big mushroom grow-
ers." · 

But Larimore said his son is a 
truck farmer and the shiitake 
harvest from their 100 logs will 
allow him to diversify his produce 
sales at farmers' markets and re­
tail stores. 

Konsis said the process begins 
with the cutting or purchase of 
logs about three feet long and four 
inches in diameter - preferably 
oak. 

Up to 90 holes are drilled in 
each log. Sawdust containing the 
mushroom spawn is injected, and 
the holes are covered with wax. 

The logs are stacked for about a 
year. They occasionally are rot­
ated, and sometimes soaked in a 
small lagoon to encourage ·the 

emergence of "a big flush ot 
mushrooms" on the wood, said 
Konsis. 

The brownish shiitake caps can 
be large enough to fill the palm of 
a man's hand, and they have sold 
for $1 an ounce in local super­
markets, he said. 

The shiitake is meatier, chewier 
and more flavorful than the 
button mushrooms found in most 
stories, Burnett said. 

The logs in the research project, 
with blotches of paint to identify 
each variety of shiitake, stand on 
end against a rail, creating the 
appearance of a low, rustic fence. 

"We had mushrooms crop out 
just before Christmas," said 
Konsis. "But, it is so weather­
dependent t t it is hard to pre-

diet anything." 

Generally, mushrooms thrive 
when the temperature is more 
than 40 degrees and it isn't too 
dry. 

Burnett estimates that it will 
cost $1 plus labor to get a log 
ready for production, and that it 
will yield from three to nine 
pounds of shiitake mushrooms 
over five or six years. The grower 
should be able to sell them for 
about $6 a pound, he said. 

"My stragegy to convince people 
to do things to create .(wildlife) 
habitat is to convince them wood­
lands have some economic value," 
said Burnett, who hopes similar 
demonstrations will be done in 
other parts of Illinois. "It's not 

. difficult to do and the market is 
, growing." 



_ Signa,.tures 
. . . 

-needed 
As required by National 

. FoQd ·Security Act (FSA) of 
. 1985, nearly all of the highly 

erodible acres of Louisa 
County have a conserVation 
plan developed. However, not 
~11 of these· plans. have been 
~igned by the landowner and/ . 
dr operator.. · · · · · 

If an FSA co-nservation plan 
· has been devel(>ped but not 
signed by December 31, 1989, 

, alandownerand/oroperator 
·will not be eligible to partici­
pate in USDA programs in 
1990. In order to regain eligi~ 
bility, all conservation p~ac­
tices required by the plan must · 
be applied before planting a 
commodity crop. 

This also applies t~o ra-
whohavedevelo FSA 

~~oriservation plans or land 
that they rent and do not own. 

:These plansarenotvalid until 
. they have been signed by both 
~the owner and operator. 
_. . REMEMBER -AN FSA 
-CQNSERV ATION PLAN IS 
~NOTV ALID UNTIL IT HAS 
. BEEN SIGNED. 

· •• If you have any questions, 
.please contact the office of tlte 
·P<>il Conservation Service, 514 
Jsett, Wapello, Ia., 523-6411. 
:=; '7_ ... ;- r , , . . 
.. ~ , . 

j~-1-8Cf 

w ~. \Z~ ..Jo!; C....\1\ 
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Think "Conservation's New Frontier" during 
Soil & Water Stewardship Week 

A . m e s , I o w a -
"Conservation's New Fron­
tiers" is the theme for Soil and 
Water Stewardship Week to ~ 
observed May 4-11 in Iowa and 
throughout the nation. · 

The week is an annua~ o~ 
servance to emphasize society's 

· ~VOTE F~R 

Glen Schlutz 
, _ Republican Candidate for 

Lo'uisa County Supervisor 
•12 years experience as mayor of Grandview 
• Your support appreciated on June 3 

Paid For By Glen Schlutz 

responsibility to protect, . con­
serve and u5e wisely soil, water 
and related natural resaurces, 
according to Min Amemiya, 
Iowa State University .Ex­
tension agronomi~t. He said the 
thru5t of this year's observance 
focuses OJt revival of the 
prioneer spirit . to explore new 
frontiers. 

"Most of the physical barriers 
of past frontiers . have been 
conquered. · Today's new 
frontiers for conservation are 
the barriers of knowledge 
leading to development and use 
of better and more efficient 
ways of utiliiing our natural 
resources, "Amemiya said. 

·"We ll)ust _ devise ways . . of 
solving · natural resource 
problems that are com­
mensurate with our changing 
times," he added. 

For the past 32 years, Iowa's 
100 soil conservation districts, 
part of more than 3,000 such 
districts across the nation, have 

provided local lea<lersbip .. for present to . aet ~ lnvolved in soil 
the observance · of · providing and water_ '· conservation 
materials to the clergy, lay programs . ao' . that "Con­
leaders, · and c1v1c and servation's New Frontien' may 
educational organizations to be overcome,;" coacluded 
encourage citizen. participation Amemiya., ~ ·:.~ v·: 

in this · annual .. recognition . ·01 · Pijdm& -4Mt:\:a,ply,.lnl · 
resow·ce stewardsfllp. . . cODiervatioQ:}'Jaeasur• ·· .are .. 
. ··.we face the : continuioa: . facili~tett w >.teclmicat '·alld 
cha1ienge of making·. wiser· financial aiiiltance · from 
decisions concerning the ~ of federal and .state agencies 
our land and water resourCes/' workin& ·with the landowners 
Amemiya said. "The Iuxuary of t)lrougb .Oil ·. conservation. 
having unlimited soil and water districts.. Those havins con­
resources to be . used ~- in.- cenus or ~ng assiStance or 
discrimina tely no longer ftniher~ : informatfon should · 
exists." ·eontacL their . ·local · .aoil cop-

"There is no time like th~ IM!rVBtion district Offi~ .. · · 

tr:c~~ · ~ 
The longest professional football run from scrjmmage 
was accomplished on January 3, 1983 when Tony Dor­
sett of the Dallas Cowboys ran 99 yards to score a 
touchdown. 



n 
Soil and water 02- 1 7- t:t 'f 
conservation district~· ~~· 
scholarship available 

The Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) has a scholarship avail..: 
able to Louisa County high 
school seniors who will be con- . 
tinuing their education at the 
·college level. The recipient of the 
$250 local award will also be 
entered into competition for 
scholarships at the state level in 
the amounts of $600, $400 and 
$300. 

Applications are available 
through hig}t . school guidance 
counselors anq are due in the 
Louisa County SWCD office by 
March 18. The local scholarship 
is made possible through the 
SWCD's environmental educa-

tion program which is funded 
by tree sales. to the public. 

For more information contact 
Janet Williamsat523-6411 orJl:llie 
Ohde at 523-8381. 



I oj.:..5) 1.3 

Soil and Water District · 

plans to annual tree sale 
The Louisa County Soil & 

Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for trees. The trees 
average 18 inches in height and 
will arrive in early April. Profits 
from the sales will help fund con­
servation education in Louisa · 
County. 

This year the trees available 
include red oak, black walnut, 
arborvitae, Austrian pine, Colo­
rado blue spruce, and eastern 

white pine. Shrubs available are 
the common purple lilac, Nank-

. ing cherry, and rod osier dog­
wood. 

If you are interested in a vari­
ety not on our list, give us a call 
we will try to obtain them for 
you if they are available from 
our nurseries. 

Minimum order is 10 of a 
variety for $10. Tree shelters are 
also for sale ." All orders will be 
picked up at the Louisa County 
'SCS office in Wapello. For more 
information or to order, ca11523-
6411 . 



Soil and Water District 
to hold public 111eeting 
on 5 year plan 

The Louisa Soil and Water 
Conservation District will hold a 1 

public meeting on the 5 year 
Resource Conservation Plan that 
is in the preparation stage for the 
county on Monday, November 
19, at 7 p .m. in the State Bank of 
Wapello Community Room .. 

The purpose of the meeting is 

to identify problems and solu­
tions regarding soil, water, and 
mineral resources along with 
land management practices. 

The public will be asked to 
participate in the process of es­
tablishing objectives and goals 
as part of a Soil and Water Re­
sources Conservation Plan. 

l J I ' 
---~-~ 
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Soil Conservation Service 
expanded hours continue 

The Soil Conservation Serv­
iceOfficcin Wapello wants tore­
mind everyone that the office is 
open on Monday evenings until 
9:00 p.m. The expanded office 
hours remain in effect for your 
convenience. 

"Louisa County has a signifi­
cant number of farmers who 
workoffthefarm.Tobetterserve 
the farmers we felt being open 
one evening a week would make 
the office more accessible." said 

Shawn Dettmann, District Con­
servationist. 

According to Dettmann, 
Louisa county is the only COUJ'ltY 
in the state authorized to offer 
this kind of service. If Lousia 
county farmers take advantage 
of this we may see it offered in 
more counties across the state. 

The new office hours are: 
Monday 7:30a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Tuesday 7:30a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 

p.m. 
Thursday7:30a.m.-5:00p.m. 
Friday 7:30a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
If you have questions about 

your farm plan, pasture man­
agement, wetland or windbreak 
why not stop in and visit with us. 
As always all programs and serv­
ices arc free and offered on a 
nondiscriminatory basis without 
regard to race, national origin, 
religion, sex, age, marital status, 
or handicap. 



r. 
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Soil Co w., VL va.Lto n s vz.v-Lc.. e. 
Wapei.i.o, Iowa 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TILLAGE INFO CENTER 

F-LncUng -the. la-tu-t -Ln6oJUnation on c..oYL6e.Jtvation .tillage. -Ln. one. plac..e. 

L6 no-t on£y po;.,;.,A.,ble., U';., e.a;.,y. The. J.>oWLc..e. L6 -the. CoYL6e.Jtva.:Uon 

Tillage. In6oJtmation Ce.n-te.Jt (CTTC) -Ln. Foft-t Wayne., TN. 

Tw c..le.M-Lnghow.,e. o6 -Ln6oJUnation r,u:u u-tabwhe.d a;., a ;.,pe.ua£ pJtoje.c..-t 

o6 -the. National. MJ.>oUation o6 CoYL6e.Jtva.:Uon V,W:brJ_c..:tJ.:,. I-t pJtov-Ldu 

up--to-da-te. -LYL6oJtmation -to 6Mme.JtJ.>, pJt-Lva-te. agJt-LbM-LnUJ.> 6-i.Junl.:,, -the. 

3,000 J.>oil and ~AXI-te.Jt c..ow.,e.Jtva.:Uon fu:br)_c..:t6, Fe.de.Jtai. age.nuu, and 

o -the.Jt ;., pe.c..).,a£ -Ln-te.Jtu-t gJto up;., • 

The. CTIC monthly newJ.>le.tie.Jt -tel--6;., abou-t new pubUc..a.Lto Yl-6, Jte.c..e.n-t 

e.quipme.n-t -Lnttwduc...:Uon, Jr..Ue.Mc..h 6-Lnching-6, and au.cUo v-iAu.al-6 available. 

on c..on.J.>e.Jtva.:Uon .tillage.. A c..ai.e.ndM o6 e.ve.n:t6 na.:Uonw-Lde. L6 a!J.>o 

-Ln.Uude.d. 

Among J.>e.Jtv-Lc..u and pJtoduc..:t6 pJtovide.d by CTIC Me.: 

Na.:Uona£ SWtve.y, Cow.,eJLva.:tton Tillage. PJr..ac...:Uc..u--l984 ( ha.Jr.d 

c..opy, magne..:Uc.. -tape., 6loppy fuc..J.>)--Na.:Uonal, Re.g-Lona£, S-ta-te., 

and Coun-ty. 

Compu-teJUi.z,e.d RuoUJtc..e. Spe.~:t6 Re.6e.JtJtai. Se.Jtv-Lc..e. 

S-te.p-6 6oft Imple.me.n.:Ung a CoYLJ.>e.Jtva.:Uon Tillage. Ve.mow.,.tftation 

PJto j e.c..-t 

Fundame.n-talJ.> o6 No-Titl Faftming (booR) 

Co mpu-teJt-Lze.d Ab;.,.tftac..-t L-LbJr..My o 6 Co YLJ.> e.Jtva.:Uo n Tillage. PubUc..a:tio YLJ.> 



( 

TILLAGE INFO 'CENTER, p.2 

"Have You. Con;.,.idvz.e.d Con;.,vz.vat.ion. Tillage.?" '{.book.) 

V)Ae.ctoJty o6 Con;.,vz.va.Uon. Tillage. Pamphle:t6 and BJtoc.hWte~.> 

V)Ae.c.:toJty o6 Con;.,vz.vaUon Tillage. Ci.u.b-6 and A6.6oc..ia.UOVLI.:J 

V)Ae.c.toJty o 6 Con;., vz. vat.io n Tillage Au.d.io- V .£-6 ua1. Ma:teJviA1.-6 

Con;.,vz.vaUon Tillage.: Loc.ai. Ac.Uon and V.iew6 (·1984 A:tU:tu.de. 

SWtvey) 

Fo!t In6oJtmat.ion. on how to get c.on;.,vz.vaUon tillage. ..Ln~oJtmat.ion., 

c.on.:tac.:t the. CTIC at Exec.u.Uve PaJtk., 2010 Inwood V!t..Lve., FoJtt Wayne., 

IN 46815. 









SOIL CONSERUATION SERVICE ~PELLO, I~ 

AUGUST 26, 1986 

USDA SETS INTERIM RULES ON SODBUSTING, 9,.W1PBUSTING 

In terim rules went into effect on June 27 for the sodbuster, 

swampbuster, and conservation canpl iance provi s t~ 1S of the new U.S. farm 

bi 11, the food security act of 1986. ~~ :f • t~ a e pr't:uuce~" s who fai 1 to 

meet the i nterim rule requirements are ineligible for most federal farm 

program benefits, including coomodity price supports, disaster payments, 

federal crop insurance, and storage facility loans. 

But in certain cases the interim rules provide a grace period for 

canp 1 i ance. Farmers who cultivated highly erodible land in any year fran 

1981 through 1985 have unt i 1 January 1' 1990' or two years after the 

Conservation Service prepares soi 1 maps for the acreage 

an approved conservation p 1 an to that acreage and remain 

federal farm programs. In the interim those farmers may 

cultivate the land in questions. 

involved, to app 1 y 

eligible for 

continue to 

Also, farmers who cultivated high 1 y erodible land or converted wetlands 

after December 23, 1985, and planted a crop before the interim rules went 

into effect, remain e 1 i gi bl e for 1986 farm program benefits. But to 

remain e 1 i gi bh in foll «»Ji ng year, those farmers must app 1 y an approved 

conservation plan on the highly erodible land. In the case of wetlands 

converted after December 23, 1985, production of any agricultural 

coomodi ty on those lands after June 27 wi 11 result in the farmer 1 osi ng 

his program e 1 i gi bi 1 i ty. 

USDA has allowed the public 60 days following June 27 to comment on 

the interim rules. Comments should be directed to: Director, Cotton, Grain 

and Rice Price Support Division, ASCS, USDA, Box 2415, Washington, D.C. 

20013. Detai 1s of the interim rules apprear in the June 27 issure of the 

Federal Register. 



United Stotes Deportment of Agriculture 
Soi 1 Conservot ion Ser\li ce 

Wopello} lowo 
July 20} 1987 

NEWS RELEASE 

CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM SCHEDULED 

THERE WILL BE A MEETING TO EXPLAIN THE TEN YEAR 
' I • • CONSERVATION RESER~E f?BOGB.Alv1 AT THE P.EOI?LE'S NATIONAL 

i~ .• ~y" .. 
4;:~,. ~.A.Ni<'rN c·otuM'sDsJuNcTION,·tJoNoAY JULY 21r1-( 1987 Ar·s:oo 

P.M. 

THIS MEETING W1LL EXPL.A.IN THE SEEDING REQUIREMENTS AND 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENT OF THE CONSERVAITON RESERVE 
PROGRAM. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE CRP PROGRAM THIS 
MEETING WILL ANSvVER YOUR QUESTIONS. 

YOU WOULD MOST LIKELY HAVE LAND ELIGIBLE FOR THE 
CONSERVATION RESERVE AND SHOULD CHECK ON YOUR 
ELIGIBILITY FOR THE CRP IF YOU LIVE IN THE FOLLOWING 
TOWNSHIPS: UNION, COLUMBUS CITY, M.A.RSH.A.Ll, MORNING SUN, 
EAST ELM GROVE AND WAPELLO. 

THE CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM CAN MAINTAIN YOUR 
. ELIGIBILITY FOR ASCS PROGRAMS BY PLACING YOUR HIGHLY 

ERODIBLE LAND IN THE CRP. THIS CRP SIGN UP ENDS FRIDAY JULY 
31ST. 



LOUISA COUNT\·' SOIL CONSERVATION DI~3TRICT 
WAPELLO .. IO'tv'A 
.JUNE 17 .. 1987 

rJE 'tv'S RELEASE 

The Louisa Soil enrj \n/ater Conser'/Btion Di::; trict w1:::hes to infotTn the 
public of a Con:3ervatlon Cornrdience Field Da1d to be t·,eJd '·,·'/ednesdeiy, June 

24th arnj Thur::;dey .June 25 t11 at Ed~~i ng ton. Illinois. 

Tt·,e otr_iecti'·/8 of the f"elrj da~d ::; is to ,jernon::;trate farrnin!] with 
conservation compllance. The fielrj rja'd ··,·v ill include rje rnon:::tn:d.icrtl3 of 
conserv:Jtlon prectices .. no-till pl •)l.::), herbicide plots. \·Y ildlife 1:1nd 
forestnd practices .. and noon speaker:3 ern the requriernents to rnaintain 
el i g i b i l i t.~d for U~;DA proqnJtr,s. 

If you are i nteresterj · n fanning treyond 199Ci w1th conseP/IJti on 
cornplaince, attend the field da~J For more inforrnetion ont t·,e progrern 
contact the Louisa Soi 1 and V·/etet- Conser'/Bt.i on Dis t.ri ct. 
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SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
WAPELLO .. IO'w'A 
t··tARCH 17 .. 1986 

FARI"lERS PLANNING TO PLANT CORN 0~~ SOYBEANS THIS SPRING ON HIGHLY ERODIBLE 
G~!.A:i~3LAND OR Vv'OODLAND t1AV WANT TO ~~ECONSI DER, USDA OFFICIALS :iA'·{. THE''!'' ALSO 
CAUTION FARt·-tERS ~N'HO PLAN TO D~~AI N WETLANDS FO~~ C~~OP PRODUCTION. 

THE REASON: THE 1985 FARt··1 BILL INCLUDED "SODBUSTER" AND "SWAt·-1PBUSTER" 
PROVISION~; THAT COULD t"lAKE A FA~!t·1ER INELIGIBLE FOR OTHER USDA BENEFITS FOR 1986 
AND FUTURE YEARS If HE CONVERTS \h/ETLANDS 0~~ HIGHLY E~~ODI EiLE G~~ASSLAND 0~~ 
Vt/OODLAND TO CROPLAND. 

"THE SODBLISTE~~ AND SVv'AtylPBUSTER PRO'\''ISION~i OF THE FARt¥1 BILL \'\"ENT INTO EFFECT 
LAST DECEt1BE~~ 23 .. ~ .. VHEN THE P~~ESIDENT SIGNED THE BILL INTO LAV·I AS THE FOOD SECU~~ITY 
ACT Of 1985," SAY t'·liKE NETHERY, STATE CONSERVATIONIST FOR THE SOIL CONSERVATION 
SERVICE IN IOV·lA. 

"THE~~E HASN'T BEEN i1UCH PUBLICITY ABOUT THE DETAILS OF HOW THE PRO\fiSIONS \NI Ll 
BE ADt-·11 NISTE~~ED BECAUSE USDA HAS BEEN STRUGGLING TO GET FEED GRAIN, CONSERVATION 
RESE~~\''E, AND OTHH~ PROGRAt'1S RUNNING .. " NETHERY SAYS. 

"THEY .JUST HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO GET THE RULES IN PLACE. BUT THE LAVv' IS THERE, AND 
ANYONE W'HO CONVERTS HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND OR WETLANDS TO CROPLAND AFTER 
DECEI"1BER 23, 1985 .• COULD BE SIJB.JECT TO FORFEITING USDA PROGRAi'1 BENEFITS FOR 
1 9 8 6 AND B EVON D) II HE ADDS. 

HOW'EVER .. IF THE HIGHL'•l ERODIBLE LAND IS FARt"lED UNDEJ:~ A SOl L CONSEf=.~VAITON PLAN 
AND SOIL LOSSES ARE ADEQUATELY CONTROLLED} THE FAR~1ER WOULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR OTHER 
ll~i DA P ROG RA t1S. 

NETHERY SA'y'S DETAILED USDA RULES AND REGULATIONS ON THE PRO\"ISIONS SHOULD BE 
PUBLISHED BY i'11D-t···1AY. "SINCE WE DON'T KNOW' THE ~~ULES .. SUCH AS THE EXACT 
DEFINITION Of HIGHLV ERODIBLE LAND .. WE CAN'T GIVE SPECIFIC INFORtvlATION TO A FARt1ER 
ON \·\"HAT 'NOULD ~1AKE HIM INELIGIBLE FO~~ BENEFITS UNDER THE LA\"t'J HE ~iAYS. 

"BUT FA~~t-lERS NEED TO KNOvV THE LAW' IS IN EFFECT, AND THAT THEY CANNOT EXPECT TO 
GET USDA BENEFITS If THEY CARELE:iSLY BREAK OUT ESTABLI~iHED VEGETATIVE COVER SUCH AS 
PASTU~~ESJ GRASSLAND} SHRUBS .• 0~~ TREES FO~~ CO~~N .. SOYBEANS .. 0~~ OTHE~~ ANNUAL CROPS .• " 
NETHERY SAYS. 

HE ENCOURAGES FARt·-lERS \h/HO ARE CONS I DEJ:!I NG CON'v'ERTI NG STEEP LAND OR VlETLANDS 
FR0~1 GRA~i~i TO ~~OV·tC~~OP~i TO CONTACT THEIR LOCAL SOl L CONSE~~VATION SERVICE OFFICE. 



Soil ConlJeJtva-U.on SeJtvA..c.e 

Wapetlo, Ioun 

FOR IMMEVIATE RELEASE 

THE QUIET REVOLUTION 

A Jtevolutlo n )A gobtg on A..n Ame!Llc.a '.6 6aJr.rnla.nd. FoJL:tuna.:tely 

6oJt all o6 U6, U .i..6 a quiet Jtevolutlon. Th.tU:.'·JtevolutA..on )A the 

.6wUc.h to c.onlJeJtva.Uon .UU.age. 

Co n6 eJtva.Uo n .UU.ag e )A a 6a.Juni.ng pJta..c.tic. e that aUoW.6 6a.JUne!L6 

. the aUe~tna;U.v e o 6 planting thw c.Jto p.6 -in 6-ield6 that have not been 

plowed. It ma.k.u Me o6 c.Jtop Jtul.due oJt otheJt 6a.Jun6 o6 land c.oveJt 

to Jtedu.c.e eJt0.6-ion and .6avu moi.Atu.Jte 6oJt CJtop.6 bebtg gJtown. 

Ac.c.oJtcUng to the de6i.n.Usion by the u.s. VepaJLtment o6 AgJt-ic.u.i.:twte'.6 

Soil Con6eJtva.Uon SeJtv.lt!e, c.onlJeJtva.Uon tillage )A any c.Jtop plant.lng 

.6y.otem wheJte 30 peJtc.ent oJt moJte o 6 c.Jtop Jtu-i.d.u.e JteJ'I'Ia.A..M on the .6WL6ac.e 

a6teJt planti.ng. Many tillage 6oJt~ and op.tioM aJLe ava.il.a.ble to 

6 aJtm eJt.6 • 

The Me o6 c.oMeJtva-U.on tillage .6a.vu 6aJtmell..6 time, money, and 

6u.el; a.nd c.an Jtedu.c.e eJto.6-ion by u.p to 90 p.eJtc.ent. In ma.ny paJL:t.-6 o6 

the c.ou.n:br.y, c.on6eJtva.Uon ULf..a.ge -in one 6oJtm oJt anotheJt )A a hoMe-

hold woJtd, f;Ju.t .ut .6ome aJLe.M U )A jU6t getting .6taJLted. In .6ome 

aJLea..6 c.oY/..6-eJtva-U.on .tiU.a.ge ·ha-6 been U6 ed 6oJt oveJt :two dec.a.du. It 

iA Jta.pi.di.y g~g c.onveM:-6. The U.S. VepaJLtment o6Ag!vi.c.u.UWLe 

pJtecLi.c.t.6 that 6y the yeaJL 2000, moJte than 80 peJtc.ent o6 Ame!Llc.a'.6 

6aJtmell..6- w.U.1. be U6.i.ng .6ome 6oJtm o 6 c.o Yl..6 eJtva.tio n tillage. 

· .;.. . ' > ,. ' 

• I • l - • _ ...:...:"' _ -" J, ;'. 



THE QUIET REVOLUTION, p.2 

Ac.c.oJtcUng t:.o an aJL.ti..cte ht .the May-June 1985 .i6.6ue on .the 

J~wuwi. on Soil and Wa.teJr. Conl>eJt.vetti.on, naJuneM .in .the CeJtn BeU 

and .the Lake S:ta:tru .tea.d .the na.:ti..on wUh c.oMeJLva.ti.on :tillage. In 

nac..t, 42 peJLC.en.t On AmeJr..ic.a '.6 naJLmeM lU>htg C.Onl> eJLvail..on .tlli.ag e 

Me .-i.n .the CoJtn Bel.t, 16 pell.c.en.t ht .the Lake S:ta:tru, 15 peJt.c.en.t 

.in .the NoJt.theJLn pf.ain1>, and 8 peJLc.en.t ht the Appa.tac.h.ian Jteg.ion. 

SU!LpJviA.,Lng.ty, only 1% .in .the Vel..ta.. 

Ba.6ed on nind.ing-6 on .the USVA'-6 FaNn PMduc.ti.on ExpencLUutr.e 

SUJtvey (FPES}, about one-n.ln.th on .the na.:ti..on'-6 naJunell.}.) have adoptid 

c.oYI-6eJLva.:ti..on tillage. Th.i6 pJtac.:ti..ce .<.6 lU>ed pll1.maJtily t:.o gJtow c.oJtn, 

.6oybeaM, and .6ma.tl gJUUn. On AmeJL.ic.a '.6 c.Jtop-6 gMwn undeJL c.onl>-eJLva.t.ion 

tilla.ge~ 50 peJt.c.en.t on .the aveJLage WeJt.e c.o.ILn, and 35 peJLc.en.t .6oybea.Yil>. 

Rru ea.Jtc.heJL.6 aJte .6.tudying .the Me on c.on1> eJLvail..on tillage on many 

otheJL c.JLop-6 htctud.ing po.ta..toru, peanu:a, c.o.t:ton, even t:.oma.toru, 

and o .th eJL .tltuc. k c.Jto p6 • 

Soil and LOl..teJL c.o n1> eJt.va.:ti.a n -<.6. .the p1Li.m e Jr. ea..6 on naJr.meJL& ado p.t 

c.oM eJLva;t.[on :tillage, but c.o.6.t and .time .6av.ing.6 weJt.e equ.o.,Uy 

impo.tvtan.t. In adcUil..o n, .the a.do pil..o n on c.o n1> eJt.va.ti.o n :tillage .in 

19.83 CAXU mo.6:ti.y done wUhout .the aid on any goveJLnmen.ta.l c.oJ.>t-.6haJt.ing. 

S y.6.tem.6 Jtang e nJto m .the .top q n c.o n1> eJL va.il..o n pJi.a.c.:tLc. ru , no -:-.UU., 

.to ua.JtioM 6oJtm-6 o6 miMmwn oft Jteduc.ed .UUage. The .type on 

c.o n1> eJL vci:U.c.tt :tillag e M ed d epend6 .taJtg el.y upon knowf. edg e o 6 .to c.ai 

.tec.hnology and c.M.tom¢, .60-Ll-6, weed c.on.tlto.t, and need-6 on individual 

6aNYI.6. The boti:om .thte 6oJt mo-6.t 6aJLmell.}.) .to know .<.6 that c.on1> eJr.vawn 
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.&y.&:tem .&u-Ua.ble 6oft theAJr. :type o 6 opeJr.cdio n .iA avail.able. FaJr.meM 

c.an le.aJtn mofte _about c.oYI..6 eJr.va.:t.lon :UU..a.g e 6Mm .6 eve.Jr.al .&oWLc.u , 

-i.nc.lw:Ll.ng c.onta.c.Ung :the USVA' .6 Soil CoYI..6 eJr.va.:t.lon SeJr.vke oft :the 

loc.al o 6 6-i.c.e o 6 :the CoopeJr.a.:t.lve Ex:ten6-i.on. SeJr.v-i.c.e. 

Many land gJc.an.:t c.oileg u o 66 eJr. 6aJr.me.Jr..6 an. oppoJt:tu.n);ty :to v.lew 

c.o M eJr.va.:t.lo n .til.i.a.g e .6 y.6:tem6 a:t 6iei..d da.y-6, 6-l.ei.d :tJr..la.1A, and o:theJr. 

ocd:Jr.ea.c.h ac.Uviliu. In. ftec.en.:t ye.a..M, 6aJun magaU.n.u have been. 

-i.f!-u.nda:ted w-i.:th aJc.Uc.lu about :the p!to-6 and c.oM o6 c.oYI..6eJtvcdion. Ullage. 

Ag!tlbU-6-l.n.u-6 u . .6uc.h M equipment and c.hemi.c.al deal..eJL.6 al.6o have 

ma.:t rvr.£a1...6 a vail.able. 

Many 6aJUne!t.6 have lea~tn.ed a gftea.:t deal.. about c.oMeJtvaUon. Ullage 

by MIU.ng nei.ghboM who have made U woftk. en :theAJr. 6aJrm6. Many 

o ftg an.-i.za.i:.io M .6 po Yl..6 oft · :to WL.6 , demo Yl..6 .tltaUo M , and 6iei.d :tJU..a1..6 , 

.lnc.lud-i.n.g loc.al .6 oil and wa:teJr. c.o Yl..6 eJr.vaUon cUAt:JUc..U. 

A big hei..p :to gftowe/l..6 .ln.:teJr.u:ted ln. .6 eek.-i..ng ln6oftma:tl..o n .iA :the 

CoMeJr.vawn Tillage In.6oJr.rna.:ti.on. Cen.:teJr. ( CTIC) loc.a:ted ln. FoJt:t Wayne, 

IN . CTIC .iA a joint p!tO j ec.:t o 6 :the Na:t-i.onal A.6-&oc.1.a;t).on. o 6 CoM eJr.va­

wn V.iAt:JUC..U, ag!tlbU6inU.6 U, goveJr.n.men.:tal agenc.-i.u, p!Liva:te 

oftgan.-i.za:t-i.on..6, and .lncUv.ldu.al 6aJc.meM. The Cen.:teJr. p!tov.ldu n.ew6-

lefte!t.6, ln6oJuna.:t-i.on ma:teJr.A.a.iA, and Jr.Uou.Jtc.e Jte6eJten.c.u. 

In. the May 1985 .i6.6u.e o6 "No-Till FaJunelt", Ed.l:toJt fJta.nli LU.6Ue!t 

c.o.mmented :that :the mo.6:t Li.mU:lng 6ac.:toJt holcUng bac.k. moJte w.ld.e 

.6pJtea.d-i.n.g adop.ti.on o6 c.oYI..6eJtva:t-i.on. .UUage .iA .6-i.mply an. a.:t:t.i..:tu.de 

p!to bl em. RegaJc.dlu-6 o 6 :the c.u.Jc.Jten.:t 6-i.na.n.c.-i.al en.v-i.Jto n.men.:t ln. 
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ag!Lic.ul:tUJte., onc.e people aJLe 6ull..y .6old on :the be.n.e6UA o 6 

c.oYL6eJt.vCLtlon :til.la.ge, upec.-i.a.R.i..y no-:Ull, :they w.lU c.hange and 

adop:t .the. .6tj.6:tem. 

Y u, AmeJU.c.an agJr.i.c.ul:tUJte. ha.6 undeJt.go ne. many Jr.e.volu:U.o YL6, bu:t 

ma.ny e.x.pe.Jt.t6 aglte.e. .tha:t c.on6 eJLva.ti.on Wi..age. )A :the. mo.6:t Jr..a.pidi..y 

.6pJr..e.a.cLlng pJr.a.c.tic.e .6-i.n.c.e :the. adop.:Uon o6 hyblli.d .!le.e.d c.oiLn. CoYL6eJL-

va.ti.on .ti.U.a.ge ma.y be. qu,i.e.:t Jr.e.volu:t..Lon :thJwughou:t AmeJU.c.a, bu:t 1.-6 

g!Lowlng, and U )A helLe. :to .!l:tay. 



Soil ConJ.JeJLvati.on SeJLvic.e. 
Wapei.lo, Iowa 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A CONSERVATION TILLAGE SYSTEM FOR YOU 

Adap-table. • . • file.uble. • • • c.UlJtornize.d • . • no ma:tteJL wha-t the.y c.all 

c.onJ.JeJr..vation Ullage., theJLe. L6 a l.lyJ.>tem fioJt you. With di{)fieJLe.nt 

-6 yl.ltem-6 available., you aJte. not Jte.qui!te.d to l1l> e. jaot one. g e.neJLe.al 

p!tac.Uc.e. to ke.e.p 30 pell..c.e.nt o6 the. J.>oil -6ll!tfiac.e. c.oveJLe.d with Jte.-6idue. 

afiteJL planting. Tha-t' -6 wha-t c.on-6 eJLvaUon Ullage. L6 all about •.• 

ke.e.ping the. gJtound c.oveJLe.d with c.Jtop Jte.-6idue.. 

Whe.n looking at p~tac.Uc.e.-6 available., c.on-6ideJL how -6e!Lial11> L6 eJLoJ.:,ion 

afifie.c.Ung yoll!t -6oili p!toduc.UvUy, whic.h -6fj-6tem 6ffi into yotJJL 

c.o n-6 eJLvaUo n plan, and what to c.al e.q uipm e.nt L6 available. and bung 

Me.d, -6ugge.-6.t6 VL6:t!Uc.t ConJ.JeJLvaUonL6t, Ste.ve. Yaddo(), ofi U.S. 

Ve.paJt.:tme.nt ofi Ag!tic.ultll!te.' -6 Soil ConJ.JeJLvaUon SeJLvic.e.. 

The.n look at the. p!to-6 and c.onJ.J o6 the. -6fj-6terM available.: no-till, 

Jtidge.-till, -6bUp-till, mu.lc.h-UU, oJt otheJL minimum tillage. p~tac.Uc.e.-6. 

p~ante.d in a naJtJtow -6 e.e.dbe.d about one. to th!te.e. inc.he.-6 wide.. We.e.d 

Ridge.-.tiii.: WUh Jtidge.~UU, the. -6oil i6 le.fit unfutUJtbe.d. C!top-6 

Me. pfunte.d on Jtidgu ll-6l1l>aUy fioUJt to -6ix inc.hu higheJL than the. !tow 

middlu. A c.omlUnaUon ofi heJLbiudu and c.uR.Uvati.on )A Me.d fioJt 

we.e.d c.onbwl. CulUvaUo n :f...,!l all.lo l1l> e.d to Jte.build the. JU.dgu. 



A CoYI1>eAvation Tillage Sy.otem Fofl. You. --2 

S.t.JvLp-.tm: WUh .o.t.JvLp-:ti.U, the .ooil L6 lent u.ncLWtUJt.bed. About a 

tYUJr..d o 6 the .ooil .6Wt.6ac.e L6 :tilled at planting .time. The .6 eedbed L6 

made in the JT..ow by a JT..oto-:ti.UeJt, in-Jtow c.h.£.6 ee., ofT.. fl.ow c.leaneA. Weed6 

Me c.orwwUed wUh heJtbic.ide.o and .oome c.ui.tivati..on. 

Mui.c.h-:ti.U: WUh the mui.c.h-:ti.U method o6 c.oYI1>Vtvation Ullage, the 

toM .ooil -t>Wt.6ac.e L6 cLWtwr.bed by :tillage be6oJT..e planting. Su.c.h 

tillage to ol-6 M c.h.£.6 e£.6, 6ield c.ui.tivatoM, dM c.-6, ofT.. .oweep-6 Me 

Med! Weed c.on:tJwl )A with heAbic.ide.o and .oome c.ui.tivation. 

OtheM : GeneAilly, c.o Yl1> eJt vati..o n :ti.Uag e inc.lu.de.o any :ti.Uag e and 

planting .oy.otem wheJte 30 peAc.ent ofT.. mofl.e o 6 the .ooil .£.6 c.oveJted by 

c.JT..o p JT..e.oidu.e a6teJt planting. The 6oJT..m o 6 c.o Yl1> Vtvatio n Uilag e U.6 ed 

depend6 on the .oUe, loc.al. c.ondUio Yl1>, and gfT..oWVt '.6 need6. 

To help you. get .o.t.M.ted, .6 ee what yoWL nughboM Me U6ing with 

.ou.c.c.u.o. PeJthap.o they lea.oed mac.hlneJty, ofT.. mod.£6ied an old planteJt. 

Tal.k. to them abou..t what woJT..k.-6 but 6ofT.. them. Fofl. tec.hnic.al. a.o.oi.otanc.e, 

c.ontac.t the USVA' .6 Soil CoY11> Vtvati..on SeJtvic.e. 
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WHAT'S THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SODBUSTER AND 
CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE? 

In addition to cropping history, the primary difference between the 
sodbuster and conservation compliance is the effective date for each. 
Sodbuster applies to any land not used for crop production any time 
bet ween December 31, 1980, and December 23, 1985 (the date the Food 
Security Act went into effect). However, farmers who broke out land after 
that date but planted an agricultural commodity crop before June 27, 1986 
(the date that USDA published rules on this provisiont will remain eligible 
for USDA programs for that crop during the 1986 crop year. To retain 
eligibility for subsequent crop years, however, farmers must use a 1oca11y 
approved conservaton system. 

Conservation complaince is applicable to highly erodible cropland that 
was being farmed any year 1981 through 1985. There is a grace period on 
implementing this provision, however, because of the hardships it would 
impose on farmers who have already established a cropping history. It 
would also be an impossible single-season workload for SCS field staffs 
and local conservation districts to help farmers plan and apply the 
measures that will be needed for compliance with a conservation plan. 
Therefore, farmers have until January 1, 1990, to deve 1 op and be active 1 y 
applying a conservation plan, and until January C 1995, to have it fully in 
effect. 

Where a soil survey of the land is not available, farmers have until 2 
years after the soil survey is completed to be actively applying their 
conservation plons. 
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WHAT IS THE WETLAND CONSERVATION PROVISION OF THE 1985 FOOD 
SECUR lTV ACT? 

The wetland conservation provision, commonly referred to as 
"swampbusterl" is designed to prevent the needless conversion of wetlands 
to cropland. Some have estimated that less than half of the wetlands that 
existed when America was first settled still exist. 

Wetlands are some of American's most diverse and productive lands for 
fish and wildlife. They help control floods by temporar11y storing water 
during storms. They trap pollutants. They help recharge aquifers. And 
they provide recreational opportunities. 

Farmers who began the conversion of wet 1 ands before December 231 

19851 are exempt from the swampbuster provision. Farmers who drained 
wetlands since that date and planted a crop on them before June 27 1 19861 

retain their eligibillty for covered USDA programs for the 1986 crop year 
only. To retain eligibility on the rest of their farm for subsequent years~ 

farmers must stop producing agricultural commodities on the converted 
wet 1 and area. 

Conversions of artificially created wetlands~ including wetlands created 
by irrigation~ are also exempt. Farming wetlands that become dry through 
natura -- _,. ·ons such as drought- prairie potholes~ for example- is 
allowed under certain conditions~ as determined by the Soil Conservation 
Service. 



Soi 1 Conservot ion Service 
Loui so County 
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September 23, 1986 

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE 

The Conservot ion Comp 1 i once pro visions of the 1985 Form Bi 11 denies most 
USDA Form Program benefits to formers who form highly erodible land 
unless the land is being formed in accordance with o conservation plan 
approved by the 1 oco 1 conservot ion district. 

The Act allows o grace period for those who ore not using o conservation 
p 1 on. They 1ove unt i 1 Jonuory 1, 1990 to deve 1 op ond begin oct i ve 1 y 
applying o plan. They hove until January 1, 1995 to hove the plan fully in 
effect. 

The provisions will hove no effect on formers who ore using up-to-dote 
conservot ion p lons. If they ore forming high 1 y erodi b 1 e land with a 
conservation plan, they need to check with the Soil Conservation Service 
office to find out if it meets Conservation Compliance provisions. 

On-site field visits will be needed on land classified as potentially highly 
erodi b 1 e to determine if it is high 1 y erodi b 1 e. Actual steepness of s 1 ope 
and length of slope will affect final determinations. If the land is not 
highly erodible, a conservation plan will not be required to continue 
receiving farm program benefits. 
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Conservation Tillage Use Holds Steady in 1987 
For Immediate Release 

Co 

The percentage of corn and soybeans planted in Iowa with conservation 

tillage methods this year was slightly higher than in 1986, a survey by · the 

Conservation Technology Information Center shows. 

Total acres of conservation tillage were significantly lower this year 

than in 1986, however~ because fewer acres were planted to corn and soybeans 

overall. 

"The survey shows 50% percent of the corn and soybeans planted in 1987 

were with conservation tillage methods, compared to 49% in 1986," says Mike 

Nethery~ State Conservationist for the USDA Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in 

Iowa. Local SCS, Extension Service~ and other USDA offices gathered data for 

the survey. 

"The survey shows a drop of a million acres of conservation tilled corn 

and 24,388 acres of conservation tilled beans, but total corn acreage dropped 

2.4 million acres and bean acres dropped by 300~000 acres~ .. Nethery says. 

_ .. What it really means is that we're holding steady on the use of conservation 

tillage in Iowa." 

One significant difference was the use of no-till to plant soybeans·. The 

acreage planted increased from 110,565 acres in 1986 to 131,418 acres in 1987, 

despite the drop in total soybean acreage. 

- more - ~ 
1icanta tor all Department program• will be given equal conalderatlon without regard to race. age. color. ee• . or nellonel origin . scs 



The conservation tillage methods include no-till, ridge till, strip till 

and mulch till. All acreages reported as conservation tillage had at least 30 

percent of the ground covered with the previous year's residue. 

The tables below show the comparisons between 1986 and 1987 for the 

different tillage practices. 

1986 % of Acres 1987 % of Acres 
Acres Planted Acres Planted 

Corn - No-till 702~617 5.4 581~920 5.5 

I Ridge till 154,959 1.2 132,524 1.3 
Strip till 21,977 0.2 
Mulch till 4.9 mil. 38.3 4.0 mil. 38.3 

Cons. Tillage Total 5.8 mil. 44.9 4.8 mil. 45.3 
Corn Acreage Total 12.8 mil. 10.4 mil. 

Soybeans No-till 110~664 1.2 131,418 1.6 
Ridge till 110~565 1.2 95,586 1.1 
Strip till 59~138 0.7 
Mulch till 4.5 mil. 52.3 4.3 mil. 52.3 

Cons. Tillage Total 4.7 mil. 54.7 4.7 mil. 55.7 
Soybean Acreage Total 8.6 mil. 8.3 mil. 

"The decrease in total acres planted," says Nethery, "can be attributed to 

the large sign-ups for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and strong 

participation in the set-a-side program. That means those acres are now being 

protected by grass. Couple that with the use of conservation tillage and we 

have progress in soil conservation." 

John Pingry~ Agronomist with SCS in Iowa, says the Food Security Act (1985 

Farm Bill) and economic conditions will cause a continuing increase in 

percentage of conservation tillage. 

The 1985 Farm Bill requires farmers to control soil losses on highly 

erodible land by 1995 in order to remain eligible for most other USDA programs. 

Pingry and other soil conservationists are advising farmers to begin their 

1988 conservation tillage plans by not tilling any fields after harvest this 

fall. 

- end -
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~ By DJ, N .LOOKER , ' "· :..:"".o('.._,.-.;;!~.-; ~,""'·~ ·~~ li!N:u. ,, . . 
R-.hte1 AtrlbuSIMII Writer • ; , "' , ' ' ' ' I , •. , . 

;,. • Wils\ln·Scaling, chief of the nation's .:, to .Invest il1 the political proce~.:-: ! 
·soil Co ~'3ervation Service, got aq e~r.-1 ; stead 9(tnv~~~ng ~n •soil cons~M-) 

· "ful TuEsday from angry conservation· .. tlQn.": . -,.; · .t • i · ·"' · • ~ 
· · : group: ·;_ nd farmers in Des Moines. ; . -The chan~ iJ.i f"Jies came alter akr ' 

1 Along 1mh Iow.il1S governor and sec- cSCS offlelal m4.1; with farmers fit · ~~~ 
· retarJ' tJf agriculture, they urged ·the · ';rh~tid'l ln's&>ti: Couhty in March:'! • ~ · 
• agenc 1 not to weaken soil conserva- : . JoWl 8ec~t'y of Agriculture Oate, ) 

, , "· u~n r••.leS. .. ' ; ' · ! ' • • ; :- ·: .. ";~ot:hr-~ri ttrae4 Scalipg•to stick ~i'tll; ;1 
, } Last month, ·after learnmg that the '!. regu.latjoQS. ll$Jbi;y stOod before that ,} 

: · ~~CS had eased rules on soil erosion; /"·Marcltmeetih•. ibtl not to ,hold m~tcf;J 
· state consetva'tion officials and· '3~'countytri~!l~!' - ·, J · · • .~:· • ~­
. 'farmers complained to the U.S. De- _: 1 ... , belfeve · ~·ou . action has effe~i · · 

·· partment of' Agriculture that they' ·• 'tlvely' Uf\derm~nE.d the credibilitt!-o'f-l "' 
had ~n lgnored~: In late April,, th~- :· ~owa-:(conaetv~titll· l) districts ·and:(tt~: ·· 

' S~ ~~bided all uc~nservati~n cprp , ,4~atate· ,.nd fede(a.l 'mployees Wll'O ,,· 
- phan~~· tules an4 said it would seek ·· serve:tbern,'~Cochran $aid. ·: : ·: 1' 

,· . publie·oplnion,on the,rules by holding~ · .. tam wtlii· ad of the IOWAi~J 
· •meetings 'in every Iowa county. . 1 ~ •. /~ttmii!D(~ ·Nati:.r.~l: ~esources, ~d ·~ 

"' ! "It'bU'lbt: in thci best interest .of ··;secu~~ trom..l•l'mland is the:J)~~ 
:Iowans, and f~t~re ~ gerieratlons of ,1 .gu~ ,. • . ~ ~~had1 r pollut1~:;id .~. 

. Iowazis, .~~change the cqnse~:vation ~-· Iowa:, 8CS ~~~rati<>n of ~we~~r.,~ 
, . t- OompHanc~ standard," Gov: , Terry :. :ruletJ!bna- ®W1 ·cr' to trt,ndS ln s(~:.! 
r; ,. J!rans~d .said lna ' state~ent read ar govertitnent·.~ ~:~ ;;ourJge ;~~e.rY.a· ·. ; 
·:.;a meet~~ with _Sc;allng on Tues~ay. tion; he said. ·., : 'J,, · · :· ./!, ·. ·•l'dt 
_..··. ~."\ye nm the l,v.~l of erosion control . · Merlin i.P_Iag;~·'. , president:~ot:J ··~~ 
' . •that ~he ~rrent;, standard provides~ Io•a F,artn ;BI>t!!l8U Federation, *!-
,r. ,.Simi.larly ~ · we do not .need the county .· vor'd ~oidin& ' t~w. ~eetings arol}od.: . 
~¥ ,.rileetings you have proposed. In all_ .the s~te. to work with farmers lrh9~~­
•• ; 

1.llkelibood, they ·wo.uldonly be divi~ ·. ,haven't been able to come tip With '~. 
r~', •:Slve an4 conftontatjonal.'~ > ._ :~ ~ oonsetvatlon pla~· acceptable to Uie.~ 1 ' 
:· ;Leaders of Agricu'lture · · ,·· .• ·agency • .:: ··.. .. . , , : .. ::- .,-: · 
·~n . i '. ' ·' M , '1:9 •, • 
~ 1 ~ ~· 'or more than. two hours, Scaling .. ·· , G1t .~'ann Bur~-~~ membe~ s~m t ~ 
;t m~t with leaders of Iowa's agricul-', ':: t~<lup~ t~e ext.~!.tbg conservat'l~n.r, 
'· · . . :tural establishmenf- ·directors 0p rules{aDclJio.n't v1r1nt them r~la~ed~~~ 

·commodity groups, bureaucrats ~ho · .. P.Iagge aald.·Tbe .Farm Bureau .has ·. 
,·· •run feder~l farm programs, legisla·~· ~ppos~ .,ffOrts ~\l extend the-. dead .~ 
: tors, and farmers elected to run s.tate • hne :{or comply ~~ g . with the ru)Al. ~ 

; ... and fe~eral 'conservation programs : "1he.,~tt(;m lin17 \81 let's get th~:j~·--1' 
. .- ostensibly to plan for county meet- _ do~e, Pl~gg& aa ~, t.. · · ; · 

; . : il1gs ir June. ' . ·, . 'T ' su'p.,Oris OMeetiJr4~, ' "' . -:~ • ~ 
t · ~ • Inst · ~.1 d, it turned Into a revjew of' , . ...., '. ~.. ; ,., : 1 ' ·~ ...,:· • _ 
~" .scs J· . . ministration of the rules, "'~pello fatme~- .:fack Parsons, past .. 

~hicli ~.ave already been weakened president o~ t~~ I~tlonal Corn ·Grow:- •: 
severe. hmes: The conservation com- ers Association .,__,: ~t~. one of t~e fe~-; 
plianc.: portion of the 1985 Farm Act . who su.pport~d ::: ,idmg more m~~-: ~ 

' .' requirdd farmers to have a plan -for . ~~~.5 0P tb~ conStP · .. ~on rules. . 1:' : ••• • 

1 ·,. · · ·1 · b tb b 1 · ,, . Tile' state.,iJf !Q~a does requ1re us .·• 
, :? • ~wthein .. g sol erfoslonl ~ e eg nnbmg . "to have strictel Y,)roplianc• than bo~-· ' 

• 01 s yt·ar, or ace osmg crop. su si~ ": d i ~~- tate&.,. : .,; id ,. · · • · : 
, dies, cro_p insurance, and other bene- : · er n rr-.' , ~ •.: ·-.. .. 58 

' · • · . , . '". > 
j tits · a v.-\ Uable . fr9m the USDA. , "; Soi"J=~ Jerv d~n Service rul.es," l 

Farmt.rs must finish putting their, -.~ni:y ~~l*t~et; zor mod~IJl farr~~~g;,~ 
. • plans into effect by 1995. . . .. . .. " · ~ ~p " ,~;;: • · · · · · · 

~~ ~ tOne farmer, John ,Mlller of Ced,!lr, ~.~~~- qae;,eettng, .,Scal'ing~ ~ 
~'t '~ F~l~s;-.~~~,Jln• ~p ~gn, .. > '1· , · ~~$a· ~ •,~ · · ~ p;:=~~~~~~~ 
t .... _ ~11~ -uemonslrate~ 1 to 1tlie ' H..ml itiCill "' · i . 1· .; .,~ 

·. public and ongress that the scs' ·:}~~...... t~nservat on ru es, , : .; 
' can't be ttusted to 1mplement the · · IJt:ant ~0 ~r -kb~t peopl.~_liav~9 
t law," Miller said. , . , . :. ! ay, th~r~.a~d t~le peopl~, b~ S!ur:1 

If the scs, a USDA agency, can't : l Seating'· said bis~bwn ma1~ suggeSt~_ 4 
r enforc-e the rules, farmers may even- ·t- ~hat fanne~ are ~nore div1ded over, ; 
. . tuaJJy -~ r~guJ.ated by a less sympa- the ~ation ~~es than the near-ly· r 

: . the~ic :. ~nvironmental 'Protection · una~ tupp;, ,' shown at Tu~- . 
· ~A · 'd M' days ll)eeting -.. .. J • ,.,.... gencv, sat Iller, who belongs to .:·~· J Mi 11-- 1,M .. ,.~. ~ .! •. • ' ... .. . • 

soybear, and corn commodity groups .·_- . , : .-c a~ _~,e .tt~~r_.~, sta.te cons~r-· 
- and se . '• es on the state soil conserva- Vah<?nis~ fOI' \ tlw ,,cs, said he ~tilL ~ •. 

tion co .~.mittee- and the board of the plans ~0 bole! ShJrlt· meetlnes on -the .. ,~, 
Leopo! ~ Center for Sustainable Agri- _· rules, 1,1nless ~al;ln~ calls t~emofl~,,- ~,· 
·cultu.rr.. Miller . s~id he was speaking . Sta~e Rep._ ~ :.1/ !d Osterberg~ D,, •· 
for h{mself,' not.any group. . . Mount Vernon~ . ) , l·:'·. of the House -~~-

. . . . rtcultur~ CODl /tn~tee, · expressed 
. Pohtlc t~ Process .. ·· doubt.tharthfSr ~:h :~ lll ultimately r¢: ~. : 

Duan ~ Sand of the Iowa Natural instate 'rules ir :.{t!ct before Marcb. , ·· 
Herita ;· :-·;}'~?u~dation : sai~ the recen~,- ,/·~~ ,m~~.;~~~, ~ \. tcb,~,~. ~u~ .pl~~tif1J(;~;~ 



SOIL COMPACTION 
,:,~~.~~ft:ffEQJtP'"ARV. 20":~~-, · .. J$ .t ·. -c.o;..u· ... _ c· '~;: ,i;.-· ..,·; f*f'·' <i , ., •• -·· 

: ;;..:i§ ~~~ . :;._ .,,pm~c_~o.rr; ~e~t11~r 
' lla's < ''been scheauled .. '· for 

~-;:l'fJlt,:~~-~~:~~lffs:rt:~~l-~~00- · ~ 
.... ,.._ue -mee 1 w -·:~w:~, .. ~ c. -1· • A 
:fm~~tr;sl~fj~~~~;~§~~ii~ 
~~iftiistricf:~ SQU <'!~bnservationist 
ifste~:e ·-,Ji~aciabf i'· says-~:~2- ·tha 
pr~eiii~t~ns~wfn oo .. rri~~~-·· :·by 
repr~ehtative~: of > th~\-·,-soil I 

. • .. . . ... : · '•. . ' .~·'it."' . . .. -.. ~ ~ . . . 

Consel.'.va ti.9.n~·:.>Ser.vice / .and 
commercia( ::companies -_:(Mel 

··Brown : ~scs·~'{Ken--:~washbiitn 
-. ' -' ~-- . ·' -- ~, ,. " l- :'. . !,.\ ' , 

~iri State ;Erlgiqee,ring;;f and 
· Robert Hines{--A:rmstr.ong' ~ Tire -
··.COrripany) ;: ·• ~ '.':' : -~· . , 

A i>anel discuSsion' will •follow 
-- ~he ·· presentation~~' , : ':.' ·-Panel _ 
.trileniber&!. Will t ' iriclude-f John 
:~·Brtis, ~:i Motith1g - sun, . . Mark 
\_McCuileyt/OakviUe~, ! Ralph 
.;: Schnoebl'en, · Riverside and 
"~_Gene Vincent, ··: Extension 
:·.Service. · ·· 



• , t jr • II \1• J, ~ 'Jo: 

; ·,bllposition of weakened , 
t 'standards js ciiticiz'ed ' 
:; :,41 ~ - . .r •. • t;~ l , _i- • ... ; ... : 1~,. ~ ··.>. 

:ny GEORGE ~NTJfA~( ~~. ;}:;'\. 
• and DAN LOOKER . , : .' · . . 
1 R.-lster Staff .Wrlttrs ' '. l','./1 ;, . :,. · .. ·1:. 

; , WASHINGTON, D.C~ -- ;~he U.S . . 
, . ~il Conservation Servl~ announced 
: -Friday it has rescinded all son ·pro.: 
' tection rules that Iowa farm.en must 

follow 1 anjl new regnlatlo~ will. be 
d.eveioped following pu~Ilfmee~np 
U,l each county. . · '1. "~· • ~ • ·~ •· r ~, 
: Roy M. Gz:ay, director of strateil~. 
'planning .fo.r ~e SCS, said the agen~ 
. cy's offici~ls ,in Des Moines have been 
~nstructed ~t~ ''start the proce~ aga1:Jl 
and be sure everybody has an input , 

.iT )pto the decision process.','. ~- . ;~ .. , · .. 
· · .. The SCS, an agency of~ the ~8Iicul-
, ture Department, bas encountered 

- -·,troversy in Iowa ·over .develop· 
· of soil , protectio~ plans that 
.ers must follow ·.to continue re­

, ~elving ·federal farm progtam ~-
~. fits. , '1• • • • ·,: ,, " : 

~ .,.,.-.\':'-

Scott County Complaints . 
. It wa.s disclosed recently,that SCS 

officiitls here had overniled the'agen.; ·. 
· cy's lowa•based ~epresentati.ve~J: and 

weakened soil'conservatlon rules fol~ 
!'owing ~om plaints 'fron(sotne Scott 
County fartnei'S' .. ' ·: · · '. · . '· · 

',l'h~ farmers told Washington offi·· 
· ~iab(during two meetings in Scott 
: County that th~ niles issued by the 
. nes ~M,9Uies ~ffiee trout~~ h•ve c~~. 

; ~~~~~~~t1;.iJ-n~f~r~~};~; · . 
· ~o\i'ltrti~:1~ :~ ·~&f1&ffet:~A 

to 40 tons an a::1nnually on. some 
land;" · • ' · · · , . · • 
.. Th.~·.re~latiQ,~ .aqd ·U,uf p~ 
by vrbtelt ttiey· were handed Clown 
were1 criticized by 'Jame* B;;Gulll­
ford, director 61 'the state division of· 
soil conservation, an agertcy'·'of the' 
Iowa Department of. ,AgricUlture; . · 

. . Gulliford' said last week that the 
scs had,.rweakened'• soil protection 
plans approved earlier by federal and· 
state officials in Des Moines 'lind by 
local conservation representatives. 
"That/ w.hole process was bypassed? 
and a 'unilateral· decision was madt;'' .. ~~:~~t tooall~p~i ·· ;/'~:. . 

..... ·on Friday, Gulliford said:the latest 
. ·. SCS decision also .was made without 
~~ •('1onsultingstate and local officials;'_ .. 
~esr "While J'm pleased' that they have 
., rescinded the deci~fon, I think~~ aU}l 

have a long wa·ys· to go to establisb·a ' 
sound relationship between state and 

. federal _agencies with res~ · to ·soil: 
conservation," he said. , ·· 

Gray, the SCS official, sald Friday 
SOIL 

Please ·turn to Page 4A 
~ 1' \ ...... .. . 



~S~i~·;,¢~9~•P.~~~u,).~.~.··.to.· .. b.¢~ ·~~ilO~e~:·,9~ally 
;·__,, ,. ~ 0 ' I ' ')I •, ,·• ; .. ','1 '$'; ~ I~_', ..... ' {' , . , · t • t " , ;' . , • •J 'r'. ,, ... .- t-..'· ~·~ / 

SOIL . will ~arm commodity groups. : , · , . so•called .''T'•. Jevel,"~ rate no inore 
continued·from Page 'One · · , · He noted that if fa~ers -''say. they , than the ·~Ws a~Uity to replenish it-

.. , · .,· don't want to do anything'.' to reduce ·· self . . · .· · < .. ? • •. ' : 

· that his.agertcy is going to ,start· over the level of erosion on their land, "we ;- 1 Nati·o~al · sc~ ··~fficUlls weakened 
. in ~evelopi~g soil co~e~ation reg~- ·. cannot allow that." ·' ".: : ~; ·1 Utat ,stan~·~; a~d .. 9ulliford sal~ the 
labons.for Iowa, . . , .. · . . ~ . . . . . . . t .He said tbere .must be compliance m08t'recent actlon~·· otderedln M;arcb 

He said SCS officials in Des Momes. wath ·the 1985 law that requires all by scs offidals here was yet an,bther 
and througho~t the state will seek the farmers who participated in federal · rela:tafion'of tile ata~dard: · · 
views·of ~~ate · governmer,t, of county · • farm• programs to have in place an ··· · . ·. · · \1· "' r ~ · · .• - · · • ·• . 

: and district farmer committees and . scs-approved plan for reducing ero- , Th~. ·.Scott ~ounty ,Iarm~rs told 
conservatiop groups, of environmen~ . ~ion. l ·.. •. , . • . • ·, . . •. . Washington .. ~f~JciaJs' durang .· two 
tal, farm ··and·.commodity: organiza~ ' · The SCS ·decision followed more ,· meetings there in March ~hat the 
tions and of.''John Doe on.tbe street." 4 tban 1a ·week of lobbying and strong . state scs·.office was insistang .they 

.· . Gray ·added, "Maybe ·not all will be reaction to the weaker soil erosion . · .. stop tilling.land .planted eaeh year to 
happy with ··an· open public prqcess, standards by some of the farmers ., ~om . . The~~~ contended tb~· till· 
but it ultimately. J.s the -best. That· , : who are elected to serve as district ·" ang restriction .. .would cut corn yields 
way;nobody.can say;their views were , commissioners. · 1 . · • • ·' . , by up ~oA4~. b,~h!1~·.•~ a~t:e . . 

,not considered. It should have .been a · · John Scb~ltz;an Allamakee County · ;. . . .. :, '-" · · .-· • 
' more open,process in·lowa -to begin :. ··· ~ommissioner, said his district decid- · ' · 

'.! with . .' ·:· _,\ ·1: -·::: ··• . ~ , t ·,. " = , : · , • ;·· ed Monday to send letters-to Pl'esi.: 
He said state ofticials will have a 1 dent Bush and the Iowa congressional 

chance· to express their ·opinion, and 4elegation opposing the weaker soil 
' commissioners of local soil and water r conservation rules. Only two o~ three 
conservation districts will testify at ~ farmers in his county had. been unable 
bearings planned ·fQr everY.~tdct,.i_n 1

, t~ comply with the rules, be said. · · , . 
tbe. $~. Each county in J.Owa as a · "lf .we want to contln~e to eat as 
dlstritt, with the exception of Potta.,. i well·as·we have in this country, we'd . 

· wattamie County, which is split into better be concerned about saving o-,.r 
tWO. districtS.. '. . . ' . SOil," be said. 

· ASCS ·officials ·t~ Testify : · .. ~. · ·. ·. · ·Further Relaxation . 
' . ~ 

: Gray said' county com~iUees of ' ' The controversy boiled over sever- !· 
. the ··Agricultural Siabilizatio~ and I ' al years ago after scs·· officials .In . . 
.Conservation Ser~lc~, the federal v Iowa, along with state conservation · 
agency .that runs farm price-support pe~sonnel, initially backed .a proposa~ 

.. Programs,, ~ill. be ~sked ~o ·.tes~ify,' ~s · l to .requir~ that .erosion be held t9 .tlie 
• f l ·'!;' J ....... ... ... -.'~· ; · .. ~ ·; ....... ·J', ·.·l ·- ·. ~ . ~ . ' 

.·· 



Soil saving progress in Iowa 
Iowa farmers are responding races were up from about 1,800 

to conservation challenges out- miles to more than 2,400 miles a 
lined in the 1985 and 1990 farm year," he says. 
bills, according to progress fig- The "new" acreage of com 
ures of the U. S. Department of and soybeans being farmed with 
Agriculture's Soil Conservation crop residue management grew 
Service. from 417,000 aqes in 1980 to 

about 5 percent of the highly state's producers are applying 
erodible land tracts in Iowa each soil conservation measures ac­
year. The reviews have shown a cording to their schedule and 
very high percentage of the agency standards for conserva-

tion practices. 

The agency's figures show 650,000 acres last year. An indi­
farmers are applying key con- cation the move farmers are 
servation practices at a rate two making towards heavier crop 
to three times historical rates. residues is the nearly 10-fold 

"Compare the rates for key increase in no-till acreage since 
conservation practices-terrae- 1980, from 100,000 acres then to 
ing, contour farming, grassed 973,000 acres last year. · 
waterways and crop residue 'The interest in crop residue 
management- and you see the management is phenomenal," 

Com Growers 
called tO action 
on· Ethanol issue 

effort this state's farmers are Vonk says. "It's a key practice, W. Des Moines, lA-The Iowa 
making," saysJeffreyVonk,SCS and it will be interesting to see Corn Growers Association 
state conservationist. this year's growth. Farmers (ICGA) is circulating petitions 

The Soil Conservation Serv- across the state are doing more among grain elevators and farm 
ice is instructed by Congress to thaneverbeforetoleavethepast co-ops requesting immediate 
help farmers plan and carry out year's crop residues on the soil action to prevent ethanol dis­
soil conservation work. surface to protect it against ero- crimination in the reformulated 

Conservation provisions of sion." gasoline section of the Clean Air 
the 1985 and 1990 farm bills re- Despite the progress made, a Act amendments. 
quire farmers to apply conserva- major portion of the conserva- "All farmers are encouraged 
lion measures according to an tion work still awaits the state's to sign the ICGA's petition the 
agreed upon schedule in order farmers. Iowa has nearly 12 mil- next time they visit their local 
to participate in most U. S De- · lion acresofhighlyerodible land, · elevator," said Evan Stadlman, 
partment of Agriculture pro- and the nation's heaviest soil executive director of the ICGA. 
grams. conservation workload. "We need to show the Environ-

"We've compared annual Farmerswereasked to apply mentalProtectionAgency(EPA) 
progress figures from 1980 to needed conservation work ac- andtheBushAdministrationthat 
1984, just before the 1985 farm cording to schedule over a five agriculture is unified in their 
bill; with figures from the last year period, from 1990 through commitment to see that ethanol 
three years," Vonk says. 'The 1994. Roughly two-thirds of the receives its rightful position in 
average annual rate of new con- scheduled work remains to be clean air markets." Stadlman 
tour farmed acres grew from a done in Iowa. indicated the ICGA will deliver 
little more than 100,000 acres to ''Becausetheworkwassched- the petitions to President Bush 

· 400,000 acres. Grass waterways r uled throughout the period by and the EPA prior to the June 15 
jumped from 2,500 acres to more I most farmers, you won't see a deadline for comments estab­

: than 9,000 acres a year, and ter- · high percentage of completed lished by the EPA. 
plans until1994," Vonk says. "Of The petition calls for the U.S. 

I 
course, that means also that government to provide for a 
there's just an incredible amount domestic, competitive clean fuel 
of conservation work to be done market that includes ethanol-
in the next two years. I'm not not a petroleum-based product 
sure everyone can appreciate mandate. Com growers believe 
what a challenge it is." America should decrease both 

The Soil Conservation Serv- foreign oil imports and air poilu­
ice conducts "status reviews" of lion through the use of ethanol. 

Allied businesses have also 
been asked to consider circulat­
ing petitions among their cus­
tomers and employees. '1f etha­
nol usage in the reformulated 
gasoline market is drastically 
limited, the impact will be felt by 
the entire agricultural commu­
nity," said Stradlman. 

All of Iowa has something to 
: lose in the EPA/ ethanol issue. 

Limiting ethanol's role in the 
Clean Air Act amendments will 
not only reduce ethanol demand 
and cut the amount of com 

· needed for ethanol production, 
but it will also reduce the general 
profitability of farming. Those 

· lOsses will, in tum, affect numer­
ous Iowa businesses. · 

Com growers want the best 
interest of ethanol represented 
in Washingtonduetothesizable 

. com market at risk. If ethanol 
captured just 20 percent of the 
reformulated gasoline market by 
2005, it would create a new 
market for 600 million bushels of 
com for processing into ethanol. 

Petitions can be obtained by 
contacting the Iowa Com Grow­

. ers Association at 306 Wes~ 
Towers, 1200 35th Street, West 
Des Moines, Iowa 50265. 
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C ons. ps~tu re L..J I 

Soil suntey inf.P~m!~.iQn;· :t~ 
' ' '( ~ . - ... ' : .• ! : '. . ' ~~ 

available :fro rD. :S£S·· '/ ·· ·· 
. ~ ~r ~ ~~~;·~~l;:· ... (~ ... · ·~··' . 

co·nsJS~•i,J.: the ~oii -r_ · fidt, · ~~yslc~l~c~~il~teri~tics. :.' · .. 
h th '"'"" · 1_ ~r .. ~~ liin.~i'f.~t,@to , ·"'p'·!. tt .••.•. ,·,~···~ .inf· .··' , ..... .. t · , ~. h 

w e . ef ... ~ r~ P~.· __ .~ ' .:· e~!' .. . ·) ... ~~~Ofk;suc 
build a 'borne, constro~t ·a 'TO'Sd ·- Ri per'COtat ~~seepthg); rates, 
or building, plant .a crop, natural .fe'rtility, :' 'drainage, 
garden ·.shtubs or trees .. . you ponding: floodingt runort; depth 
may save. some money and . to bedrock, seiasonal higll water 
headache5: :· · . tables, bearihg stren.gth and 

All soils' are different. They sltink-sweii ·ipotential ·is also 
have personality : and in- a~ailable:·~~ i · · 
dividualitY just as people. do, petailed ' sQil maps, ·ln book 
says . District S,oil Con- fqrm; won't 'be availat?le until 
serv-atiohis.t Steve · YaddoL 1;81. A s,oil n,}ap might be called 
Some soi~s are deep ;and fertile, afbluep~int'q'f the land: It can be 
others ~e shallow or sandy or ibteipreted .~ to . show the best 
bedrock. areas 'for · cf opland , 

Some .soils are st~ndy, some pasturelan'd, rangei;and and 
are clayey. Some . ~brink when :wildlife habiul:t, as well as' the 
dry ·and· swell whe~ wet. Some , ;more. suitable areas . fqr homes, 
are acid, others are alkaline. :shopping · cente·rs, :! s·chools, 
All of these are important when ~parks, factories and ~ighways. 

• considering the soil fo~ differ~t ' · 
uses. . 

The $oil Coriserv:a tion Service 
(SCS), assisting . the Louisa 
.County Soil Conservation 
'District,· has informatl~ ·about : 
most ·soils · in . L0~4 · Co\mty, : 
including 'descriptions · Ql tlieir . 
structure, texture and .. · other ; 

.~ . .... .., ···h.:.t,.~:.. . : ·~ . 

: i 

, ~ge_.is_ rich in ~vitamin ·c. . .. 

.,. 
I ' 



UNITED STATES DEPARTt-'lENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

222 NORTH 2ND STREE 
\nlAPELLO~ IOWA 

OCTOBE!'" 15 .. 1987 

STAY EliGIBlE F R GOVERNMENT BENEFITS 

Louisa Count!~ has 82 1 06'5 acres of hydric (wet) soils. All of these soils 
ha\i e · he !:•otent i a l to be a wet 1 ana. If you drain these areas you wn 1 be 
S\"'.'ernpbusti ng and ¥till 1 ose ymr USDA benefits. 

Jlydric sons a· d wetland vegetation both must be present to be 
classified as a wetland. If the sHe vegetation is altered oefore the SCS 
viev·ts the sHe. a similar site location with existinQ veQetation will be - - ~ 

L sed es a gri de to determine if the s · te was a wet land. 

If e \·vetland is t Hed end a crop is harvested from t 1at area .. ew~.:~mpbusting 
occurs ana all ASCS commodity programs become ineligible to the 
producer. To ore vent this from happening a completed AD 1026 with the 
~ ::cs must be maoe. NO w·etlcmd determinatlion \'Vill be made without a 
AD 1 026 si _gned. A f1 e 1 d ·-1i s1 t Wlll t 1en be cornpl eted nri or to the tiler. 
This will orotect your eligiLlllty for USDA programs. To be on the safe 
side~ c ·eck witt uour Soil Conservation office first. ._. I 

l 

( 
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:.: T~ke sOil, out of politic~ 
The· Bush administration's per- laxed standards, Gray chose to 
~rse .contribution to Earth Day change the standards altogether. 

, , 1990 is its theory that tHe environ- · Rather than cut the soil loss rnt.~ on 
· meat must take a back seat to eco- Iowa's steep slopes from I 00 tnns a· 
-,;j ... :-~.:- .,..._._ ,........ "'in !ftk. .... ._t he'''i u~..un., " ..... ~~ auat~ UI'Q yearto~· tons.,..aswas,.-.-.!1-~~. ·~ 

· approflch the administratjon has· stateconservation persotmel~ ~~ · 
take~ .to clean-air· legi~l~tto'rt;': .ItJs _· . ordered revisions t<)double· the al-· ·. 

. the approach taken· toward global lowable loss. · 

. warming. It was the approach How could an agency with such 
taken. toward soil conservation a proud history of conservation 

· until an uproar from conservation achievements . be reduced to . 
officers in Iowa last week forced a playing a game with Iowa's most 

· reconsideration. l • ·' precious resource? The a,nswer, in 
The .latter dispute has its rqots in part, lies in the politicizing of the 

the 1~85 farm bill, whi~h ~aid SCS which took place during the 
· farmers receiving· crop subsidies Reagan administration. Since 1981 . 
. must have Soil Conservation Se,rv- the agency has been headed by a 
ice approved plans to curb erosion., , political appointee rather than a . 
Two years ago the SCS weakened career conservationist. That 
soil-loss standards over the objec- means in addition to playing farm 
tions of soil conservationists from economics against the environ­
Iowa and other states. · ment, politics are being played 

This year, the S<;S threatened to against the environment. . 
do so again. And it ~d ~o with little Late last week the SCS, under · 
regarq for the credibi~ty of SCS of- pressure, backed down uy an­

·ficials in Iowa, and with no atten- nouncing that the change would be 
tion to~ Iowa's official goal of reduc- rescinded and new rules would be 
'1g soil erosion by the year 2000 to developed after hearings are 90n­
.1e ~ 'T" level, the level at which the ducted in each of Iowa's 99 coun-

soil is able to replenish itself. ties. That will duplicate much of · 
The- change was ordered not the work that's been done in plan­

after•an orderly series of hearings ning conservation complianc~ 
invoiWing producers and soil con- rules for Iowa, but it at least gives 

. servation officials, but rather~ after , .conservation officials and Conser- -
the S:GS director of strategic plan~ vation-minded farmers the oppor­
ning~ Roy M. Gra,Y( met wit~ a tunity to reverse the short-sighte4 
group of farmers in Scott County course taken in Washington. 
last month, and later-With Farm The change not only must be re-

. Bureau representatives in Wash- versed but the SCS retumed to its 
ington, D.C. · traditi~n of having a dedicated 

Rather than rely on an appeals conseryationist at its helm. If the . 
process allowing farm:ers in spe- president won't do that, Congress. 
cial situations to operate under re- will have to do the job for him; 





Tenth Annual -Eastern Iowa 
Conservatio·n Tillage show 

The Tenth Annual Eastet n 
Iowa Conservation Tillage 
Show is set for January 31 and 

~.February 1 at Cedar Rapids 
· Five Seasons Center. 
. Hailed as the "Midwest's 
Best," the show features sixty 
exhibits and eight hours of 
program concerning soil and 
water conservation on the farm. 

Cooper Evans, former U.S. 
Congressman and Grundy 
County farmer, will give the 
opening address entitled" Agri­
culture and Conservation Pol­
icyin the Bush Administration." 

"This year's show is tailored 
to farmers who are making de­
cisions on their soil and water 
conservation plans," says Greg 
Brenneman, chairman of the 
steering committee. 

Seven farmers from Iowa, 
lllinois and Wisconsin will tell 
about their many years experi­
ence with their successful co:r:t­
servation systems. 

Dick and Sharon Thompsop 
of Boone will discuss their op­
eration which uses no agricul­
tural chemicals but gives excel­
let1lt financial return with low 
input. 

Sustainable agriculture sys-

terns will be the topic ofDixon 
Hubbard,anationalleaderwith 
the Extension Sernce. 

Jon Kinzebaw, founder of 
Kinze Manufacturing at Wil­
liamsburg, will talk about 
"Equipment Innovations for the 
1900s." 

Other program topics in­
clude no-till and ridge-till, 
water quality, soil compaction, 
herbicide carryover, wildlife 
benefits and economic manage­
ment strategy. 

Machinery and. equipment 
showing the latest technology 
relating to conservation tillage 
will again be featured at the 
show. 

The Deutz-Allis Company · 
will exhibit their new 12 row 
planter for the first time at this 
year's Eastern Iowa Conserva­
tion Tillage Show. 

A 

To reduce input in crop pro­
duction, no-till drills for soy­
beans are becoming more 
widely accepted. This year's 
show will feature five brands of 
no-till drills. 

Sprayers, ag chemicals and 
a variety of other exhibits in­
volvingconservation tillage will 
be featured. 

Doors are open· at the Five 
Seasons Center from 10 a.m. to 
9:30p.m. Tuesday, January 31 
and from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 1. 

Two hour program sessions 
are scheduled for both Tuesday 
and Wednesday afternoons, 
Tuesday evening and Wednes­
day morning. 

Brenneman said this year's 
show will be the best ever in its 
ten year running. 





Thank you for your support of our 
25th Anniversary Celebration -

we couldn't have done it without you! 

The Louisa County Conservation Board 







Louiea County Conservation Board 



Detra Dettmann-Easler 
·Program Specialist 

Louisa County Conservation Board 
P.O. Box 261 

Wapello, Iowa 52653 
(319) 523-8381 
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t natural disas 
By Mike Williams 
and on DeChristopher 

Iowa Farmer Today 

ext to the rain. the 
most prevalent charac­
teristic of Iowa this 
summer has been the 
flood of politicians 
sloshing around sub­

merged fields and cities to view he 

destruction. On Tuesday, President 
Clinton declared the entire state a 
disauter area. A Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) spokes­
man said the statewide decree could be 
a first for the nation. ,. 

On Wed esday, Clinton and USDA 
Secretary Mi e Espy returned to Iowa 
for a look at the devastation in the Des 
Moines area. 

Gov. Terry Brans tad term eo the 
state's condition *'vur worst natural 

r Iowa ha 
disaster ever in terms of cost." 
. And through it all, Iowa farmers 

keep getting just what they need least 
-more rain. 

The Iowa Department of Agricul­
ture's latest crop report showed an 
average of 4.0? inches of rain fell 
across the ~tate duri g the week end­
ing at 7 a.m. July 12, setting a new 
record. 
' More than 2 million acres of corn 
and soybeans · owa farmers plann 

Complete · 
coverage 

USDA 
lowers corn, 
soybean 
production 
estimate 
unusually 
early 

What's 
bGhind Iowa's 
relentless 
thunderstorms 

Terrace, 
waterway 
damage ~ 
relatively. 
limited 

N~tion's 
top ag policy 
influencers 
roll up 
sleeves, pant 
legs, on trips 
to state 

Hotlines 
open for 
farmers 
seeking hay, 
damage · 
information 

·-

tmrve~;tinle- this fall will produce little 
no crop. This includes more than 

7 ,000 soybean acres and 375,000 corn 
a, es that 'were never planted, along 

h 375,000 acres of corn and almost 
,000 acres of soybeans that have 
wned during the past three weeks. 

Hundreds of thousands of additional 
am·es could be lost as a result of flOOd­

g along the Mississippi River and 
See page 13: Flood + .... 



Third Iowa No-Till 
Conference slated 
West Des Moines, Iowa-The 

Iowa Soybean Association (lSA) 
will hold the 1993 Iowa No-Till 
Conference from 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Feb.16, 1993, in Stephe~s 
Auditorium at Iowa State Um­
versity in Ames, Iowa. Registra­
tion will open at 7:30 a.m. 

In addition to agency indus­
try experts, nine farmers with 
more than 70 years of no-till ex­
perience collectively, will pres­
ent the latest procedures and in­
novations in converting to or 
refining current no-till systems. 
More than 2,100 soybean pro­
ducers attended last year's con­
ference. As an addition to this 
year's conference, no-till equip­
ment and products will be dis­
played at an expanded trade 
show, which will begin at 7:30 
a.m. and remain open during and 
after the conference. 

The conference is sponsored 
by BASF Corporation, Monsanto 
Agricultural Products Company, 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, 
Inc., and the Iowa Soybean Pro­
motion Board (ISPB) in coopera­
tion with the Soil Conservation 
Service and ISU Extension Serv­
ice. Pre-registration fees are $15 
for ISA members and $20 for non­
ISA members. The pre-registra­
tion deadline Feb. 10, 1993. 

Registration brochures may 
be obtained from conference 
speakers, SCS, and ISU Exten-

sion offices, many grain dealers 
and ISA. Call ISA at 515/223-
1423 for further information. 

I 

National Ridge 
Till Conference 
Feb. 8-9 

Ridge till experts from across 
the nation will share their knowl­
edge at the Seventh Annual 
National Ridge Till Conference, 
February 8 and 9, 1993 at the 
Holiday Inn Convention Centre 
located at 72nd and Grover, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

The National Ridge Till Con­
ference (NRTC) is open to all in­
dividuals interested in ridge till 
farming- from practicing ridge 
till farmers and those ·consider­
ing a switch to ridge till to those 
desiring to learn more about this 
economical alternative method 
offarming. Ridge tiil is one oft he 
most rapidly growing and prof­
itable farming systems in Amer­
ica today. Be sure to make plans . 
now to attend. 



Tillag~: · .show to be ' It~~ : 
. The seventh annual eastern Iowa Royd. C~ q _ Maquoketa has . 
Cooservati~ Tillage Show will be ten years eXpe!inee growirig winter . 
held January_ 28 and 29 at the Five wheat. He Will share' his knowledge ~ 
Seasoris Cen~ in Cedar .Rapids. ' of ~ thiS alternative : :aop : 

Maurice ~' bishOp of the which provides·better soil~ : 
Des Moines diOcese of . the Catholic than com Or soybeans: . . . 
Oturth will be one of::the ·keynote Gr · · · ........ ~ ....... ~ no-till : 

I . ' OWUlg . Ol!VY~... ~'0 • 

speakers along with JonJ<insenbaw, methods is ·relatively new: fof most ~ 
president of I<inze Mmufacturin&· fanners . Three ea*rri lovia fanners i 
and Larry Beeler, preSident of the will relate their experienceS with no- ! 

Iowa Association'. of Soil tin soybeans. They inclmJF: Lyman : 
Cooservation District. : Lanpher~ ·Jones Counnr; Tim 1 
Sixty~ exhibits +tt the show lehman, Johnson Countyi and Rob ·, 

will feature a newly invented tractor Stout, washington Countt. . : I 

for ridge-till farming, Coult~ for · · .. Other~ and exhibitors will ~ 
deep fertil~er plac~ment, and p~vide infonnation on I how to ; 
guiding systems for :plantirig on suaESSful}y: use ~tion ·tillage : 
ridges. · · ::: :to maximiie profits and i save soil · 

. The new "Black::: Machine" 't~. ' ; · . 
attaches to ' planters ~-~ allows ·.; . _Music frOm the~and ~ 
planting 30: inch rows or puts ·West Brandt Swing Otoirs will be · 
planting units in tan<le!it and plants featured during the _lunch Pc>ur each · 
15 inch rows. . . · day. NeW slide sets ; O!l soil : 

One exhibitor 'will show a new oompactioq and no-tillsoy_beans will ' 
cultivator and claim's to be able to Prece<Je· the Tuesday· evenin8 ~ : 
cultivate at speeds up to:12 miles per Wednesday.-· morning :program : 
hoiur. ' Sessions. : · : · 
,, Other exhibits will irlclude no-till · -~Doors~ be open &om 10 a.m. ~ 

drills sprayers and neW herbicides to 10 p.m. Tuesd~y, and : 
for conservation tillage ~ · 

1 
Wednesday 9. a.m. tO 5 p~. · : 

Eleven fanners will ~lain their The · sheyi is ~ by soil · 
sucCessful tillage systeim and tell conservatiOn ·districts cu¥1 USDA : 
how they are able to reduce casts of agencies f1om nine cOunties ~ ~ 
growing corn, So~ and wheat. EaStern Imya. 



treets, basements fl 

.6'., ... ...,..,. four-and-a-half inches of rain feU on 
and basements to become lakes. This vie 
l"nn1rnnn thrnnethnu tnwn. 



- - ~ • ~~ .~» - z.3-.Cfo 
~:~our to Agronomic 
~ pevelopment C.enter . . ··­.. 

-- The Louisa County Soil and . tensive research on plots that 
. Water Conservation District is have been in 14consecutiveyears 
; ~ponsoring a bus tour to the of no-till using a corn-soybean 
; :Agronomic Development Cen- rotation. 
· l'er in Lexington, Illinois, on The latest in no-till concepts 
: September 11. are examined and discussed 
~ _ The Center is known for ex- including herbicides and the 
: __ ,. importance of earthworms. 
: •· Many have reported this infor­

mation from the Center is the 
most compre.fiensive data ever 
offered in this area. 

I Persons interested in attend­
ing this tour should contact the 
SCS Office in Wapello ASAP as 
reservations will be filled on a 
first come first served basis. 

There is no cost to attend this 
tour and a noon meal will be 
provided. 

To sign up or obtain more 
information on the tour contact 
theSCSOffice,514Isett, Wapello, 
phone 523-6411. 



Thursday, August 4, 1988 

The 
City-County official 

Two openings on Louisa County 

Soil and Water board 
The terms of two Louisa 

County Soil & Water Con­
servation District Com­
missioners, Olin Jennings of 
Columbus. J . , Columbus City 
Township, d Tom Utter of 
Columbus Jet., Concord 
Township, will expire at noon on 
J~n. 3, 1989. Successors will be 
elected at the general election 
on November 8, 1988. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the soil & wat~r conservation 
clstrict, which is all of Louisa 
Sounty including cities and 
towns, is eligible for the office 
of commissioner, except that no 
more than one cornmlsaioner 
may be a resident of any one 
township. Incumbent com­
missioners are Martin Hoeg, 
Wapello, Wapello Township; 

land Roudyt>ush of 
uscatine, Port Louisa 

Township; and Ramon 
Reutinger of Morning Sun, 
Marshall Township; therefore. 
residents of these townships 

will not be eligible for office at 
this time-. 

Prospective candidates 
seeking the office of soil con­
servation district commissioner 
must file nomination petitions 
in the same manner as for other 
elective positions at the general 
election, except that no political 
party is designated. 
Nomination petitions can be 
obtained from the County 
Auditor. 

These petitions, signed by 25 
eligible electors, must be filed 
with the County Auditor at the 
Louisa County Courthouse no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on Sep­
tember 14, 1988. 

Individuals elected in 
November 1988 will serve a 
term of six years commencing 
January 3 1989. Soil con­
servation district com­
missioners serve without salary 
aftd guide th overall soU and 
w c tion program in 
the county. For further in-

formation pertaining to the 
responsibilities of a com­
missioner, contact the Louisa 
County Soil Conservation 
District Office, 222 North 2nd, 
Wapello, lA, or call phone 523-
6411. 





If I I TREE SAL~S • I 
The Louisa County Soil and 

Water Conservation District is 
now taking orders for young 
trees and tree shelters. Profits 
from these sales will fund con­
~ervation education in Louisa 
County. 

This year, the trees availabl 
include Arborvitae, Austrian 
Pine, Colorado Blue Spruce, 
Eastern White Pine, Black Wal­
nut, Red Oak, Nanking Cherry, 
Purple Lilac, and Redosier Dog­
wood . . 

Tree average 8-18 inches in 
height and will arrive in early 
April. 

The Tubex tree shelters range 
in lengths from 2 to 5 feet and are 
sold in multiples of .4. · \ 

Minimum orders are 10ofone 
variety for $10. For more infor­
mation, or to order, contact the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
Service at 523-6ill . 



Tree sales continue 
Louisa Soil and Water Con­

servation District will take tree 
seedling orsJers through Feb­
ruary for the spring planting 
season. Varieties available are 
aborvitae, Austrian pine, Col­
orado blue spruce, eastern white 
pine, black walnut and red oak. 
Shrubs available are nanking 
cherry, common purple lilac 
and rodosier dogwood. Bare­
root seedlings and shrubs are $1 
each. Seedlings are sold in 
bundles of 10. 

To place an order while sup­
plies are still available, stop by 
the SCS office, 514 Isett, 
Wapello, or call 523-6411. 
Customers must pay for trees 
when they order them. Delivery 
will be in April of 1994. You will 
pick up your trees at the SCS 

office. f1'B S p~ k~s . I) 'iff 



TREES FOR SPRING 

The Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for trees. The treat 
average 1.4 inches in height and 
will arrive in early April. Profits 
from the sales will help fund 
conservation education in Louisa 
County. 

This year the trees available 
include red oak, black walnut, 
Nanking cherry, purple lilac, 
redosier dogwood, Colorado 
blue spruce, Austrian pine, East 
Anglia Scotch pine ane eastern 
whitepine. · 

Minimiun order is 10 of one 
for variety for $10. Tree shelters 

are also fur sale. All orders will 
be picked up at the Louisa 
County SCS office in Wapello. 
For more informati n, or to 
order, call52.3§411. ,., 1 

lD C(_ -f' ' f< e_ p • I - ~ ~ 
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WSDA seeks
1
.g ublic comment 

on soil conservation surve.y 
The public is invited to comment on 

proposed changes in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's (USDA) 
National Conservation Programs until 
June 4, 1988, according to Mike 
Nethery, head of USDA's Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) programs 
in Iowa. 
· "Changes in. the National . 
Conservation · Program are being 
proposed which USDA officials feel 
are needed to reduce erosion levels on 
highly erodible land, to help keep 
contaminants out of surface and 
subsurface water, and .to address other 
land and water resoutC.e cOnditions 
and trends," Nethery _said. 

'1'ublic participation and 
cooperation are needed _before a final 
program can be formulated. 
Comments from fanners, and others 
with an interest in agriculture or the 
environment, are a cornerstone of 
conservation program development," 
he added. 

Nethery said that the National 
Conservation Program, resulting from · 
this process, . will guide . USDA 

, conservation policy and programs 
through 1997. 

USDA made the proposals at the 
direction of the Soil and Water 
Resources Conservation Act (RCA) of 
1977, which requires the Secretary of 
Agriculture to identify comervation · 
needs through periodic appt nsals of 
st>il, water and related resources on 
'non{ederalland. 

The serond major RCA appraisal 
was reviewed by the public in 1987. It 

states that the productive capacity of 
much U.S. agricultural land is not 
being maintained. 

The report states that: 
• About 1.5 million acres of land are 
being removed from agricultural 
production each year. 

. • Nearly half (41 percent, or 173 
million acres) of cropland is eroding : 
too . ~t to maintain long-term : 
productivity. : 
• More than half of nonfederal I 
rangeland (61 percent, or 250 million 
acres) is in less-than-gqod condition, 
ana· liine - perrent . of th~ nation's : 
pastureland is eroding exOO"ssively. ; 
• Contan\ination of surface and 
subswface water is a serious and 

, pervasive national problem. 
The appraisal reports moderate to 

severe pollution from sources such as 
·UJban runoff, mine drainage and 
agricultural lands in ~s of the 
states. ·, . 

Nethery stated that the updated 
program proposes to mount a major 
attack on soil erosion on the nation's 
agricultural land, and contamination 
of surface and subswface water. 

Interested persqns can review 
details of the USDA conservation 
program proposals in any Scs or 
Agricultural Stabilization · and · 
Conservation Service (ASCS) office. 

Written comments or suggestions 
on the proposals must be returned to 
any local SCS office or mailed by June 
4 to National Conservation Program, 
scs, 693 Federal Building, Des 
Moines, lA 50309 . 

..... .•••• ~ ............ -.. .... llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllltnllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh. 



News ~~elease 
Soil Conservation Service 

. .July 14 .. 1986 

USDA ANNOUNCES CONSER'·./ AT I ON RESERVE S I GNUP 

A THIRD SIGNUP PERIOD HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED FO~~ THE U.S. DEPARTf"lENT 

OF AG~~ICULTURE'S CONSER'v'ATION RESER'·./E PROGRAt·t THE DATES ARE 

AUGUST 4 - 15 .. ACCORDING TO AN ANNOUNCE~··tENT BV SECRETARV OF 

AGRICULTURE RICHARD E. LVNG. 

THE SIGNUP .. FOR THE 1987 CONSERVATION RESERVE) ¥/ILL BE AT 

AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION SER\t'l CE COUNTV 

OFF ICES. SIGNUPS \¥ERE HELD EARLIER THIS VEAR FOR BOTH THE 1986 AND 

1987 PROGRAt'"lS. BUT U~3DA IS ENCOURAGING :;TILL !"lORE FARt··tERS TO 

VOLUNTARILV ENTER INTO THE PROGRAI"l. 

THE CONSER'··/ AT ION RESERVE I:; A USDA PROGRA~1 THAT ASKS 

LANDO\'\•'NERS TO "BID IN" THEIR HIGHLV E~~ODIBLE CROPLAND .. AND ~~ECEI\I'E 

ANNUAL RENTAL PAVt'"lENTS FOR 10 VEARS FOR CONVERT lNG THE C~~OPLAND 

TO GRASS OR TREES. 

"V·lE ARE PLEASED WITH THE RESPON:;E FROf:·l F AR~·tERS DURING THE 

EARLIER SIGNUPS .. " SAID L \·'NG. "NO'w' THAT PRODUCERS ARE A\'\IARE OF THE 

OTHER PRO'v'l :;ONS OF THE FOOD :;ECUR lTV ACT OF 1985 .. :;UCH AS 

SODBUSTER AND CONSER\l AT I ON COt-·lPL I ANCE .. WE EY.:PECT EVEN tv10RE 

I NTERE:;T BV PRODUCERS IN THE CONSER\l AT I ON RESER'·./E PROGRAt·t" 

F'RODUCE~~S \"/ISH I NG TO PUT LAND INTO THE F'F.~OGF.~At"l ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 

COST-SHARE PA'·It'"lENT:; OF UP TO 50 PERCENT OF THE ELIGIBLE COSTS TO 

ESTABLISH A CO\IER CROP. 

THE TOTAL At··tOUNT OF RENTAL PAVt·-lENTS FOR ANV FISCAL \·'EAR f"lAV NOT 

EY.:CEED $50 .. 000 .. OR ITS E!JUI\~'ALENT IF IN-KIND F'AVf"lENTS ARE t'1ADE. 



LVNG :;AID PRODUCER:; Vv'ILL BE ALLO\'iED TO HARVEST THEIR 1986 CROP 

BEFORE THE CONTRACT BECOt"'lES EFFECTIVE .. IF NECESSARY. 

LAND THAT IS DE:; I GNAT ED f"lAV NOT BE GRAZED AFTER THE COt'·tr-·toD lTV 

CREDIT CORPORATION APPROVES THE CONTRACT. 

IN THE TV·lO EARLIER SIGNUPS .. ABOUT 142,000 ACRES OF HIGHLV 

ERODIBLE CROPLAND IN 10\"lA \~··A:; ENTERED INTO THE PROGRAt'l 



· Thur~day, Januar~ 11, 19.90"~ The Wapello Republican 

Video available for farmers; 
directed at conservation . 
program guidelines 

A videotape featuring tips 
to help farmers do much of 
the soil conservation work 
needed to keep them eligible 
for USDA programs has been 
produced by the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service. The 
eight-segment videotape, 
"Conservation On Yo\lr 
Own," will show farmers how 
to measure and manage crop 
residues, how to layout con­
tour buffer strips, how to lay 
out wind strips, how to use 
grass to control small gullies, 
now to plant and maintain 
field windbreaks, and how to 
keep terraces working. It will 
also outline points to consider 
in contour stripcropping. 

Each of the segments will 
offer details such as what to 
consider before beginning, 
tools needed, how to practice 
works, and "how to" details. 
The information is presented 
from a farmer's prospective. 

All of the segments are 
packaged on a one-hour VHS 
tape. The video segments 
w~reprodu~ incoope~a~on 
wtth the National Assooahon 

with highly erOdible cropland 
who want to ·remain eligible ·. 
for USDA commodity pro­
grams already have conser- ­
vation plans that outline how 
they will reduce soil erosion 
on that land. 

The soil conservation prac­
ticesfeaturedonthevideotape 
have been included in the 
conservation plans of thou::. 
sands of farmers as ways to 
protect their highly erodible 
land. farmers must apply the 
soil conservation practices 
according to the schedule 
outlined in their conservation 
plans, and have all work 
completed by Jan. 1, 1995, to 
stay eligible for USDA pro­
gram benefits. 

''We're trying to be sure 
farmers know about these 
practicesbecausetheyshould 
be applying conservation as it 
was scheduled in their plan,'' 
Nethery says. "There's a mis­
conception that all the conser­
vation work can be done at 
the last minute, and that's not 
the case." 

of Conservation Districts. r.-.-~.--·.· . -~ ... -.·-~·-·.·.·-~-., ..... ~,.,.,.,~".,,,~,.,,,.,~ .•. ,.,.-~."-~~----

lrt Iowa the videotapes will 
be available for loan from the 
local Soil Conservation Serv­
ice offices, agribusinesses and 
agricultural organizations. 
The tape also may be pur- ' 
chased from the National 
Association of Conservation : 
Districts. The Soil Conserva- · 
tion Service Office at 514 Isett, 
Wapello, has the tape avail- i 

able for loan. I 
The Soil Conservation 

Service expects that the tapes 
will help farmerscarryout soil , 
conservation plans. Farmers 
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'Volunteers needed for 

conservation ·program 
Volunteers are needed to 

assist with the soil and water 
conservation program, ac­
cording to Randy Phelan, 
District Conservationist in the 
Louisa County Conservation 

1 Office . "With the increased 
demand for conservation 
technical assistance, office help 
provided by volunteers would 
relieve soil conservation em­
ployees to spend more time 
assisting farmers in the field," 
Ph~lan said. 

Mike Nethery, Soil Con­
servationist for the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service, · Des 
Moines, says, "With the heavy 
demand for SCS technical 
assistance, it is essential to 
make maximum use of 
volunteers. Volunteers will get 
satisfaction out of joining a 
team dedicated to serving our 
soil and keeping our waters 
pure and clean." 

Volunteers · who would be 
interested in applying for a 
position in the Louisa County 

Soil Conservation District 
sh.ould contact : Randy Phelan, 
222 North 2nd, Wapello, 523-
6411. 



by Tammy Plecker 

District Conservationist Wendell 
Jones has been searching for 
volunteers for the last few months to 
help with Louisa County Soil · 
Conservation Service (SCS) tasks 
throughout the county. 

The SCS is working to protect soil, 
water and related. resources through 
education and technical assistance on 
soil and water conservation concerns 
to county residents. 

One such volunteer is Leslie 'joe" 
·Everett, a retirOO Louisa County 
resident who has lived. here for the 
past 40 years. Everett currently 
donates an average of 15 to 20 hours 
per ~ working with CRP acres. 
He oversees weed control, ground 
cover for erosion oontrol, and 

· switchgrass planting which is 
relatively new to this area _ 

Everett enjoys working with 
fanners, as he spent many years 
working in a factory and feels as 

_ though he has ''lost touch" with many 
old acquaintances. '1 get to go out and 
visit with fanners, see old friends and 
make new ones." 

Everett also led an educational 

Volunteer Joe Everett and Wendell Jones examine some CRP acres 
north of Columbus Junction. (Gazette photo by Tammy Plecker) 

session during Earth Day observances 
and says he is available for similar 
programs in schools. 

The volunteerS program with SCS 

provides a variety of job assignments 
to satisfy a wide range of interests. 
There is a need for workers in office 
operations, computer data entry, field 

, ey and layout of conservation 
· c:es, educational activities, 

" otOg:raphy, and many other areas. 
;:Jones says, 'This work can be 

ucational and fun. If you would like 
. -volunteer, give us a call. We can 
find a job for you. " He also notes that 
most jobs are seasonal, and volunteers 
may not be busy year-round. 

Volunteers of all ages are weloome, 
from teenagers through senior . 
citizens. However, Jones says that 
teens must be at least age 15. 

"In recent years, new government 
regulations have meant an increased 
workload on the department, but no . 
new staff positions have been added. 
So, conremed individuals or groups 
who would like to volunteer their 
services to conservation are being 
sought. The job of conserving 
America's renewable natural 
resources cannot be done by 
government alone. The oollective 
talents and energies of oounty 
residents are not only needed., but 
necessary. 

Persons wishing to volunteer 
should call 523-6411, or stop at the 
SCS Office, 514 lsett, Wapello. 
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~. 1 p resident Clinton unveiled a 
, $2.48 billion flood relief pro-
1 gram July 13. The package he sent 

to Congress requests: 
• $600 million for Commodity 

Credit Corporation (CCC) disaster 
payments to farmers. Proposed rules 
are similar to crop loss assistance 

· provisions for 1990, 1991 and 1992 
crop losses administered through 
the Agricultural Stabilization and 

· Conservation Service. 
Farmers would be eligible for 

; assistance on losses exceeding 35 
or 40 percent of normal production, 
depending on whether or not they 
had crop insurance. Base payments 
on losses exceeding these thresh­
olds would be 65 percent of the 
target price for program participants 
and 65 percent of the CCC loan rate 
for nonparticipants. Assistance 
would be reduced to 50.04 percent 
of these calculated levels due to 
budget constraints. That's the same 
factor which applied to disaster as­
sistance for 1990 and 1991 crop 
losses. 

The Clinton plan would make 
another $300 million available to 
CCC on a contingency basis for crop 
losses. 

• $550 million for the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) disaster-relief fund for re­
pairing public facilities, housing and 
other assistance. The plan calls for 
another $250 million on a contin-

1 

gency basis. 
• $20 million for USDA's emer-

1 

gency conservation program to help 
farmers clean up and restore flood 
damaged farm land. 

• $25 million under USDA's 
emergency watershed program for 
watershed and flood-prevention op­
erations, including levees and dikes 
to protect lives and property. 

• Other amounts for the Federal 
Highway Administration to repair 
roads and bridges, and for Small 
Business Administration (SBA) low­
interest disaster loans to busi-· 
nesses, home owners and renters. 

Aid for disaster declared counties. 
President Clinton's disaster re­
lief package will supplement di­
saster assistance already in place 
in counties he previously declared 
disaster areas. That covers all99 
trowa counties. Aid is substantiHl 

BY JOHN OTIE, ECONOMICS EDITOR 

Rick Sesker, Story County, Iowa, surveys flooding damage to crops. 

and far reaching. 
"FEMA and all USDA agencies 

are working together to keep each 
other informed on assistance which 
is available," says Darrell Book, 
Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA), Des Moines, Iowa. 

"Farmers and others should con­
tact theirlocalAg Service Center, or 
call the FEMA disaster hotline ( 1-
800-462-9029)," recommends Book. 
"Describe your situation. Staff on 
hand will do their level best to steer 
you the right direction for help with 
your problem." 

FmHA can provide: 
• Loans for physical losses such 

as flooded out crops or buildings. 
Loans are based on actual cost to 
repair or replace the buildings or 
conservation structure. 

• Production loss loans. When 
actual losses are known, families 
may request assistance for dollars 
lost due to low yields. 

• Loan terms may vary from one 
year to 30 years, possibly longer, 
depending on type of security avail­
able. Interest on all FmHA disaster 
loans is 4.5 percent. 

FEMA can find help wHh: 
• Disaster housing assistance 

for individuals or families whose 
residence has been made uninhab­
itable by the disaster. 

• Individual and family grants 
to victims to meet serious needs. or 

expenses not covered by other di­
saster programs or insurance. 

• Home . and personal property 
disaster loans through SBA, to re­
pair or replace disaster damaged 
real or personal property. 

• Emergency assistance such as 
food, clothing, shelter and medical 
assistance. 

• Disaster unemployment assis­
tance. This program includes self­
employed persons, farm workers 
and farmers not covered under regu­
lar unemployment insurance pro­
grams. 

• Business disaster loans 
through SBA to repair or replace 
destroyed or damaged business fa­
cilities, inventory and equipment. 

FEMA can also help you track 
down assistance with income tax 
issues, insurance information, le­
gal services, crisis counseling, find­
ing lost Social Se~urity checks and 
help dealing with financial institu­
tions. 

Aid to rural communities. USDA's 
Rural Development Administration 
(RDA) may provide loans or grants 
to help rebuild water system and 
waste treatment facilities in small 
communities. 

RDA programs are administered 
through FmHA. If your community 
needs such assistance, urge your 
community leaders to contact RDA 
at the state FmHA office (515) 284-
4152. 0 



America's classic state fair is stronger than ever. But 
many buildings and facilities at the 107 -year-old Iowa State 
Fairgrounds continue to crumble. 
BY ROD SWOBODA 

0 ver 800,000 people flock to the 
Iowa State Fair each year- the 

most famous agricultural extrava­
ganza in the country. But even as 
this proud Iowa tradition continues 
its popularity, its home, the 400-
acre fairgrounds in Des Moines, is 
seriously deteriorating due to long­
delayed structural repairs. 

The State Fair Board started a 
fnnd raising effort several years ago. 
But the amount gathered so far is 
still way short of being able to cor­
rect the critical damage which time, 
weather and lack of maintenance 
funds have caused during the past 
10 decades. 

From rooftops to water mains, 
the buildings, and the electrical, 
water and sewer systems, are in sad 
shape. "Appropriations by the state 
legislature for capital improvements 
- the only tax money we have ever 
received- completely dried up dur­
ing 1991 and 1992," says Kathie 
Swift, public relations director for 
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the Iowa State Fair. "At the same 
time our 139-year-old fair is draw­
ing record crowds." 

The Livestock Show Pavilion was 
repaired a couple years ago with an 
emergency appropriation. The leg­
islature was forced to come up with 
the money because termites were 
eating up the interior of the dome­
shaped structure where generations 
of Iowans have shown prized live­
stock since 1902. · 

The total repair bill for the fairgrounds 
now adds up to a walloping $30 
million. The fair board recently hired 
an executive director, John Putney 
of Des Moines, to steer a major 
public-private fund-raising pro­
gram. Cooper Evans, former con­
gressman and farmer from Grundy 
Center, Iowa, chairs the Blue Rib­
bon Foundation's ''Treasure Our 
Fair" campaign. 

Last year, Pioneer Hi-Bred In­
ternational became the first major 

contributor with a pledge of$500,000 
if the fair board is able to raise $6 
rilillion by the end of 1994. In March, 
1993, the John Deere Foundation 
pledged $500,000 over the next three 
years. Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
Company has promised $10,000 
over a five-year period. The Marion 
County Fair Association, operator 
of Knoxville Raceway, also pledged 
$50,000 over five years. 

"We need to raise $30 million," 
says Putney. The long-term goal is 
to do it over 10 years. Short-term 
goal is to raise $6 million by the end 
of 1994 to meet the most critical 
repair needs. 

The fair board is using a three­
pronged approach. The Blue Rib­
bon Foundation helps businesses 
and organizations arrange private . 
tax-deductible donations. These are 
the "big bucks" contributions they're 
going after. Smaller contributions, 
which are also tax deductible, are 
being raised by Fan Fair, a support 



Fields of s 
Fields of dreams 
turned into a 
nightmare in rain­
ravaged Iowa. 
Even the non­
flooded crops are 
in serious danger 
due to 1993's cool, 
wet weather. 

I f the first killing frost comes ear­
lier than normal this fall, it would 

spell disaster for late-planted, slow­
gro~ng corn and soybean crops 
west of the Mississippi River. 

"A lot of the corn that isn't 
drowned out is way behind in matu­
rity and many fields of soybeans are 
stunted," says Don Schneckloth, 
who farms near Eldridge, Iowa. He 
pointed that out to President Bill 
Clinton when the nation's chief ex­
ecutive met with water-weary fann­
ers in Scott County last month. 

"I had more corn closer to 5 
inches tall on July 4 this year than 
I had 15 inches tall," adds Danyl 
Breem, who farms in Franklin 
County, Iowa. "As for soybeans, 
they're shorter than usual because 
of late planting, soggy fields and 

1 lack of sunshine. The saying is 'rain 
makes grain.' But too much makes 
a disaster. That's what this flood of 
1993 is- the greatest natural di­
saster in the history of Iowa." 

The magic number in Iowa is now "60 
days," notes Breem. If you add 60 
days, plus or minus five days, to the 
date when corn first shows silks, 
you can get a good idea when a field 
will reach physiological maturity. 
So, by knowing your silking dates, 
you can project when your fields 
will be safe from frost. 

The average date for first killing 
frost depends on where you are in 
Iowa. "In northern Iowa there are a 
few areas where the first killing 
frost usually hits around the end of 
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September," says Garren Benson, 
Iowa State University extension 
agronomist. "But for much of the 
northern one-third of the state, the 
first killing frost normally hits dur­
ing the first week of October ... 

The average freeze date for local­
ized areas in the corner of north­
west Iowa and in the corner of north­
east Iowa occurs by Sept. 30. In 
much of the northern third to north­
ern half of Iowa, it's Oct. 1 to 5. As 
you move south, into the middle of 
Iowa, the first killing frost hits most 
fields Oct. 5 to 10, on the average. In 
southern Iowa, it's Oct. 10 to 15. 

ror those dates, Benson is refer­
ring to a 32-degree frost, as re­
ported in towns and cities. If you 
use a 28-degree frost, the dates 
would be about 10 days later. True, 
a 32-degree frost may not be hard 
enough to kill corn out in the coun­
try. But when a 32-degree frost is 
reported at official weather stations 
in towns and cities, the tempera­
ture actually tends to be a few de­
grees colder in the countryside, es­
pecially in low-lying areas. 

Be careful how you interpret the 
"60-day" thumb rule. Some farmers 
think if they reach that frost date 

after the 60-day period, their field 
will be unaffected. But frost is just 
part of the picture. "Yield reductions 
for late-silking corn will occur 
whether or not the field gets frosted," 
notes Benson. "It's just that if you get 
hit by frost early, before the 60 days 
is up, the problem is compounded. " 

In other words, if corn silks Aug. 
10 to 15, it'll have a yield reduction 
compared to corn that silks July 20 
to 25. Around July 20 to 25 is when 
you'd like to see silks emerge on 
corn, explains Benson. In an aver­
age year, half of the Iowa corn crop 
is silked by July 20 to 25. Begin 
looking for silks soon after tassels 
appear. Corn pollinates within a 
day or two after you first see silks on 
a plant. When about 75 percent of 
the plants in a field show silks, 
that's the silking date. 

If corn silks later on, such as in 
August, it yields less because you're 
trying to fill kernels during the lat­
ter part of th~ growing season. 'There 
will be yield reductions on this late­
silking corn," says Benson. "Ex­
actly how much and from what level 
we don't know, because it'll depend 
on many things. But if you planted 
part of a field so that it silks July 20 



Water level at Lake Odessa 01ay 
create .ProbleiD.s for hunters · 

Lake Odessa has been drop- drop there will not be enough 
ping steadily because of a large water to boat most popular 
hreak in the levee caused by the hunting areas by the duck and 
ummer flood. The levee hole goose opening on October 23. 
·onnects Lake Odessa directly to Anyone with boats tied along 
he Mississippi River, so there is Odessa shorelines shGuld also 
o control on the lake level. It be aware of receding waters so 

willraiseordropinconjunction their boats don't become 
with the Mississippi River. . stranded on high ground. River 

It has now become difficult to and lake levels are expected to 
motor through many areas of continue this drop unless up­
~<fiessa and at the current rate of stream watershedsoftheMissis-

sippi River get significant rain­
fall. 

In addition, the Toolesboro 
Access Road is expected to re­
main closed throughout the fa ll . 
It also sustained damages dur­
ing the summer flood, and until 
the levee is repaired, any road 
repairs would be washed out by 
the first raise of the Iowa River. 
Levee and road repairs are no! 
expected until next summer. 



By Dave Jenningt 
Monday morning's 4H rain­

fall! ft the basement of Morning 
Sun school in bad shape. Accord­
ing to Supt. Doug ,Graber, 4--5 
feet of water found its way into 
the basement area. 

The school board learned at 
MOilday' s meeting that the wa­
ter went into the former wres­
tling room and also damaged to 
boiler and water heater 

This is the second time this 
year that water has flooded into 
the Morning Sun school base­
ment. · 

The standing water was at­
tributed to backup from the new 
tile fort he drain the city ofMbrn­
ing Sun put in the June of 1993. 

The board decided to pur­
chase a new sump pump and 
check valve for the field tile. The 
board will investigate where to 
purchase the items and the dol-

siness; the board; 
ve lunch program 
not to exceed $1,200 

for any da equipaent 
d~ ne essaryby the school 
t 

•approved school handbook 
rumges from last year noted. 

•Graber steported that the 
front steps project wu cem­
plmed . Also; the school mini-bus 
repairs were finished. . 

• gave Graber the authority 
to look mto the possibility of trad­
.ing in a computer 1lleG by the 
'ICAool secretary for pc>SSibly a 
Macintosh. This wiU ma;b! it 
faster JIIR&i moTe effident to get 
tasks pleted. · 

•appo-inted ~D, Sol;. 
betger to be tbe ve 
for the Distrkt BQarq .. ~~ en- . 
tion on Sept. 20 at t.JeQ1apolis 
liish Sch'bol at.7:QOp.p:i. 

·~unced that the next 
.-elil' ag will be Sept. 21 at 
7:3gp.m. 
~ool board elections will be 
~ Sept. 14. The seats of Ed 

'If ~Wd Roger Samuels will 
be up for election. Neither per­
JOn lta taken out papers . .Char­
lotte Gibson and Teresa Sharer 

ve en out papers for the 
sat , which are 3-year terms. 
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! Will · We need less 
' ~· . . 

l_croplan,d in, 2000 AD? 
Much less cropland could be 

needed to provide food in the 
~ year 2030 than is needed now, 
·according · to projections 
released recently by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 

' officials. · 
The projections are in a draft 

·version of the Department's 
' second appraisal of the Nation's 
1
' soil and water resources. The 
appraisal, conducted under the 
·soil · and Water Resources . 
Conservation Act <RCA) of 
1977, covers only nonfederal 
rural land. The first appraisal 
was conducted in 1980. 
· · The Dep~rtment . of 
Agriculture is seeking public 
comments until September 11 
on the latest appraisal of the 

'. na.tion's soil, water, and related 
~ natural . r.:esources. A review 
copy of the ·appraisal is 

.'available at local offices of the 
SoiL Conservation Service and 

· the Agricultural Stabalization 

1.and Conservation Service. 
Other projections included in 

the appraisal document in­
clude: 

for the nest 50 years, nearly 
1.5 million acres of agricultural 
land will be converted annually 
to non-agricultural use; 
· -within 15 years, advances in 
biotechnology and information 

technology will revolutionize 
plant and. animal production .. 
This will enable yields · for 
feedgrains , wheat and soybeans 
to double and livestock · 
production to increase 60-70 
percent; 

-irrigated cropland could 
drop from 50 million acres in 
1982 to 30 million acres in 2030; 

-water usage would decrease 
as .the irrigated acres decrease 
and : as irrigation efficiency · 
increases; 

-economic factors could make 
conservation tillage nearly 
universal by 2030, significantly 
reducing erosion; 

-assuming that much use of 
conservation tillage, total soil 
erosion on cropland in major 
crops . would decline from 1.8 
billion. tons in 1990 to .less than 
800 million· tons in 2030. 

The projections are included 
as part of the natural resource 
appraisal to comply with 
federal law directing the 
Department of Agriculture to 
analyze resource capability and 
limitations for meeting 
projected demands. 

The results show agricultural 
resources are more than 
adequate to meet needs well 
into the next century. 
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WECI P deadline ·October 15th 
Louisa County has received grass strip, and field windbreak 

approval to administer the practices. Payment rates are 
Wind Erosion Control Incentive $30.00 per acre for a one-time 
Program CWECIP). payment on a 5 year con-

The WECIP program is servation tillage practice, $500 
funded by road tax money per acre for a 20 year grass 
through the Iowa Department of strip contract, and $1000 per 
Agriculture and Land acre for the 20 year field wind­
Stewardship. The · objective of break contract. 
the program is to protect public The conservation tillage 
roads, right-of-ways, and practice allows any tillage that 
vehicles by eliminating soil leaves 50 percent residue after 
erosion by wind. Therefore only planting. The following are 
acres located 40 rods from a tillage operations that would 
public road are eligible for the .leave 50 percent residue on the 
WECIP program. soil surface after planting: 

Conservation practices of- Planting into bean stubble must 
fered for financial incentives be no-tilled. Mulch tilled corn 
include conservation tillage, stalks may be disked once and 

field cultivated or chiseled with 
straight shanks once and field 
cultivated. Ridge-till would also 
provide 50 precent residue 
cover. 

The WECIP program is 
available to those participants 
with farmland acres 40 rods 
from a public road that have not 
practiced conservation tillage 
in the past. 

A $30 per acre up front 
payment win be paid the first 
year after planting af~er 
residue is measured. 

Participants should contact 
the Soil Conservation Service by 
October 15th if interested in this 
program. 

_,. 
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Wapello community resi­
dents will have a unique oppor­
tunity to view the state's wet­
land heritage though the eyes of 
two of Iowa's outstanding pho­
tographers,.Carl Kurtz and Cathy 
Meddin, at the Keck Memorial 
Library from October 2 to 10. 

The photo exhibit Iowa's Wet­
land Heritage will be on display 
in Wapello through the month of 
October. The entire exhibit will 
be on display at the library until 
October 10. Portions will then be 
distributed to the State Bank of 
Wapello, Iowa National Bank, 
the Louisa County SCS office, 
and the Louisa County Conser-

vation Board. 
All photos in the exhibit de­

pict Iowa's rapidly disappear­
ing wetlands, natural wonders 
that provide wildlife habitat and 
are a natural water filter. The 
glimpses of these two talented 
photographers provided high­
lights of Iowa's wetlands 
through their eyes. 

This exhibit was developed 
by the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, a non-profit organi­
zation dedicated to the protec­
tion of Iowa's natural resources. 
The local showing is being spon­
sored by the Briggs Civic Center 
Board. 
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· Wetla'nd p_rovision .. explained 
The .wetland . conservation 

provision, commonly referred to as 
"swampbuster," is designed . to 
prevent the needless conversion of 
wetlands to croplapd. Some have 
estimated that less than half of the 
wetlands. that existed wheri Anietica 
was first settled still exist. · 

Wetlands are some of America's 
most diverse and 'productive lands · 
for fish and wildlife. They help 
control floods by temporarily 
storing water during ·.storms. They 
trap pollutants, They help recharge 
aquifers. And they provide 
reCrea:tional opportunities. 

Farmers who began the 
conversion of wetlands before 
December 23, 1985, are exempt_ from 

the swampbuster proViSion. Fariners 
who drained Wetlands' since that date 
~ p~ted. ·a crop on them before 
· 1~ 21, 1 ~, retaip their eligibility 
for covered USDA programs for the 
1986 Crop year only. To , retain 
eligibility on the rest of their farm for 
subseqUent' years, farmers must stop 
producing agricultural conunodi_ties 
on. the· converted wetland area. 
. Conversions of artificially created 
we~, including wetlands created 
by iriigation, are also exempt. 

,_Fannirlg ~~ that become dry 
through natural conditions such as 
drought- prairie potholes, for 
example:- is alloWed under certain 
cOnditions, as deterinined by the Soil 
Conselvation Seivke. · · 



Windbreak 
cost-share 
available 

Wmdbreaks are a useful Part of a 
conservation system. Wmdbreaks can 
protect crops and livestock from 
strong winds, and may keep drifiting 
snow out of feedlots. A windbreak is 
also useful in energy savings for 
protected homes. They also provide 
habitat for wildlife and songbirds. 

Wmdbreaks usually consist of six 
rows of trees and shrubs that vary in 
size and species. 

The local ASCS offioo may have 
75% cost-share on · farmstead and 
feedlot windbreaks. The local SCS 
offioo has a program called WEOP 
(Wmd Erosion Control Incentive 
Program). 

This program helps to protect local 
roadways from sediment damage and 
saves the county many dollars in road 
ditch cleanup costs. 

WEQP pays $1,000 per acre for the 
establishment of a field windbreak 
along a local road. The next signup for 
WECIP will be in August. · . . · . 

If you are inteq!Sted ·in either of 
these wll\4break programs, contact 
your local SCS office. 



Windbre 
usefu# part of 
conservation 
system 

Windbreaks are a useful part 
of a conservation system. Wind­
breaks can protect crops and 
livestock from strong winds, 
and may keep drifting snow out 
offeedlots. A windbreak is also 
useful in energy savings for 
protected homes. They also 
provide habitat for wildlife and 
songbirds. 

Windbreaks usually consist 
of 6 rows of trees and shrubs 
that vary in size and species. 

Various types of cost-share 
are available for windbreak 
establishment. The local ASCS 
office may have 75% cost-share 
on farmstead and feedlot wind­
breaks. The local SCS office has 
a program called WECIP(Wind 
Erosion Control Incentive Pro­
gram). This program helps to 
protect local roadways from 
sedimentdamageand.vesthe 
county many .llars tn road 
ditch cleanup cQsts. WECIP 
pays $1,000 per -=rtt for the 
establishment of a field wind­
break along a local road. The 
next sfgnup f9r WECIP will be 
in AuiJlst. 

I£. y.,u art interested in ei­
ther of thse windbreak pro­
grams, contact your local SCS 
office. 

Todd Meye oil Conserva-
tionist 
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Windbreaks can lower 
your utility bills 

Would you like lower utility 
bills? Would you like to improve 
the weight gains of your live­
stock? Would you like more 
wildlife around your farmstead? 
If the answer to any of these 
questions is "yes," the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service advises 
you to plant a farmstead or feed­
lot windbreak. 

Shawn Dettmann, SCS Dis-

trict Conservationist, says wind­
breaks reduce wind erosion, 
conserve energy, reduce heating 
bills and beautify a farmstead. 
They also serve as a sound bar­
rier and provide food and cover 
for wildlife. And, lifestock gain 
·more weight when windbreaks 

_ p~tect them from winter winds 
and snow. 

Windbreaks consist of several 

rows of coniferous trees or a 
combination of coniferous and 
deciduous trees that are planted, 
usually on the north and west 
sides, of a farmstead or feedlot. 
One or two rows of shrubs are 
also often planted. 

Dettmann says established 
windbreaks slow wind on the 
downwind sideofthewindbreak 
a distance of 10 times the height 
of the trees. The tree rows also 
act like a snow fence, trapping 
snow within the windbreak. 

"And, of course there are the 
. other benefits we get from trees, 
too," Bettmann says. ''Trees 
provide oxygen, reduce air pol­
lution and provide beneficial 
shade in the summer. They re­
ally provide something for ev­
eryone." 



Winterkill could be s~io~S ~r~bl;mgi~ 
ponds, lakes in dry Southeast Iowa' 

(LAKE DARLING) ·- The 
. lingering effects of the 1988 
drought could be felt this . win­
ter yet, in many small streE,J.ms 
and .farm ponds throughout 
southeast Iowa. Lack of mois­
. ture in one of the driest years 
. on record has .reduced water 
levels throughout the s~te. 
That evidence shows up across 
south~astem counti~s, where 
many shallow.pondshave been 
reduced to muddy depressions. 
Even deeper ponds have seen 
water levels recede by several 

·feet. That could mean problems 
for fish populations. "A lot. of 
ponds are going to be in real 
trouble," says Steve Waters of 
the Iowa Department of Natu­
ral Resources. "Those ponds 
should have at least eight feet 
of water going into winter." 
Water says lower levels will 
significantly increase the 
cha.I}ce of winterkill .. " 

· In a "normal' winter many commercial blubbers, if pos­
ponds would be deep enough sible, pointing out wind aera­
for fish to withstand thick ice tors are not effective during 
covers on the surface. This ' periods ofbitter cold tempera­
winter's lowest water volumes, tures and low winds. 
though, will mean less Silt removal from dry and 
water .. and less oxy.gen . ."when exposed segntents of the pond 
that winter freeze comes. "The bed could help avoid future low 
best we can hope for is a mild water level problems. If a pond 
winter, and a wet winter," ac- ·does fall victim to winter kill, 
cording to Waters. Waterssuggestscontactingthe j 

There are several things a DNR. "Our fisheries biologists 
landowner can do with a pond, could advise them what to do 
dependingonitsvahieasafish- next. If it is a significant fish 
ing spot and family recreation kill, wewouldrecommendreno­
area. If feasible, Waters sug- vation. The DNR does provide 
gests keeping the pond's sur- free pond stocking (bluegill, 
face cleared of snow. "If sun- baS$, catfish) and management 
light can get through the ice, assistanceifapondmeetsbasic 
fish survival chances ·~re im- requirements.Pondownerscan 
proved." Heavy snow on ice will contact any DNR personnel, or 
block sunlight and the photo- theircountySCSofficeformore 
synthesis process which pro- · information. 
V:ides oxygen to fish. Waters 
suggests aeration as another 
possibility. He recommends 
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Farman may be 
fined for erosion 

EROSION 
Continued from Page One 

. County, however, Mellema said. 
"The problem is, no neighbor's go­

ing to squeal on another neighbor," 
Mellema said. "There really hasn't 
been a complaining party up until this 
time. Now the county can be the com­
plaining party." 

Wind erosion was severe in some 
areas of Lyon County during the 
drought, Martin said. 

During spring in 1988 and 1989, Ly­
on County workers bad to dig out tons 
of topsoil from ditches along county 
roads. 

"The main problem was fall plow­
ing and all the dryness we bad in the 
past few years," Martin said. "With 
this law on the books, maybe it will 
keep more of that from happening 
again." 

Although erosion problems this 
spring were lessened because of 
better rainfall, some Lyon County 

! farmers reacted to the law even 
· before its passage, Martin said. 

"I believe it will definitely have an 
effect on reducing the amount of till­
age," Martin said. "I know of some 
farmers who reduced their tillage 
already because they knew this ( ordi­
nance) was in the works." 
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