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COST-SHERE FUMDS MVRAILABLE

State cost-share funds are available from the Poweshiek County Scil & Water Conservaticn
District for many scil and water conservation practices. Such practices include:
terraces, water and sediment control basins, contour farming, contour stripcropping,
no-till farming, orassed waterways, diversicns, arade stahilization structures (erosion
control dams), permanent sceding and tree planting.

Funds are available now for spring and summer work, The cost-share rate is 50% of the
estimated cost or the actual cost, whichever is smaller. Hork must meet SCS specifica-
tions, ‘ : '

'FS/. COMPLIMNCE COMSERVATION PLANS VOLUNTARY

Approved soil conservation plans are needed on farms with hichly erodible fields before
December 31, 1983 for these farms to remain eligible for many USDM pregrams.  Such oro-
grams include the feed grain and storage programs of ASCS, loans of FmH/A and crep ime-— -
ance of Federal Crap Insurance Corp., among others, ’

Most farmers have developed such plans already. They are voluntary for those who want
them,  PLEASE COMNTMACT THE QFFICE IF YQU YAMNT QME ARD HAVE MOT STARTED OME VET.  Conser-
vation plans basically include an agreement on future crop rotations, tillage, row direc-
tion and leaving grassed waterways where necessary., Seeded headlands or field borders
are needed along fences in some places where contour farming or across slope farming are
part of a conservation system. Except for sodbuster fields, compliance plans dn not re-
quire the starting of the plan right away. ‘ '

Elternative conservation systems allow for soil losses which exceed the tolerant seil
Toss rate established by the District. These meet the vrequirements of the 1985 Farm
Bil11. They allow more rowcropping or more tillage than would be allowed if the soil loss
was kent at tolerant rates (usually 3 or 5 tons per acre per vear),

FLAGS, MEASURING SCALES PND HAMD LEVELS FOR SALE

I's a service to  landowmers and operators in Peweshiek County, the District has for sale
red wire flags in bundles of 100 each. These are suitable for marking field divisions,
etc.  frea measuring scales are available feor use in estimating the acres of fields as
shown on ASCS or similar photos. Hand Tevels will sonn be for sale., They will be useful
to persons who wish to lay cut their nwn conteur lines, etc. Contact the office for more
information (515-528-2065).




MEASURING CROP RESIDUES

Most compliance plans written for the 1985 Farm Bill show a certain amount of crop resi-
due must be left after planting of a crop,  /in easy, reliable way to determine the per-
cent of ground covered by residue is to take measurements.  This shnuld he done as som
after nlanting as nnssible.

Stretch any line with 100 eqgually divided marks on the Tine acrnss a representative area
of the field, at an angle to the planted rows, Fifty foot cable transect lines are
available for this. A tape measure or a nylon rope with 100 knnts 6 inches apart would
also work.

To determine percent ground cover, walk along the stretched Tine and count the number of
marks that have residue underneath them.  The number rf marks is the percent ground
cover,

An alternative method dis to use a 25-font nylon rbpe with 50 knots, spaced at nne every
6 inches. In this case, each noint with residue equals 2 percent ground cover. Take at
least 3 measurements in different areas of the field,

WHAT IS SODBUSTER?

There is much confusion about what is meant by sodbuster as it refers to the 1985 Farm
Bill. It simply means growing A commodity cron on an area that was not cronped or con-
sidered cropped any gear of the years 1981 through 1985. The area must also be classi-
fied as highly ercdible,

These areas need approved conservation plans developed for them before they are cropped
in order for landovmers and nperators te remain elinible for certain USDA nrngrams.  The
nlans show how soil Tosses will be controlled to rates accentable under the Farm Bill.
Plans take effect when the land is nlanted to a commodity cron,

There is much rumor that any field left seeded 5 years will come under the sadbuster pre-
visinn of the Farm Bill. This is not so. FPemember, it pertains to how the land was used
in the key years of 1981 tn 1985,

WETLANDS /ND SWAMPBUSTER

Wetlands are areas with certain soils that have water-lovina nlants growing on them,
Don't drain and grov annually tilled crons on wetlands or you may lose your eligibility
on most USDA farm proarams. £ person does not lose USDA proaram eligibility if annually
nlanted crops are planted on wetlands without altering or draining them,

Please check with SCS before draining or altering questionable areas.
SOME COMPLIANCE PLANS WAITING TO BE SIGNED BY OWNERS

Compliance conservation plans need to be signed by the landowner to remain eligible for
USDA programs. . They also need tn be signed by the district conservationist of SCS and
the soil and water conservation district to be considered approved,  There are a number
of them in the Poweshiek District office which have been developed by someone such as the
tenant or manarer, but have not been signed by the rwner. = They are not censidered com-
pleted nr anproved nlans.
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