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COST~SHARE FUMDS fV0ILABLE 

State cost-share funds are availC~ble from the Po\1/eshiek County Soil g~ l.~ater Conservotir.n 
District for many soil and water c0nservntion pr:=J.ctices. Such practices include: 
terraces, 11ater ::~nd sedim•::nt contr0l basins, cont0ur farmint;~~ c0ntnur stripcroppinq, 
no-till farming, grassed ~aterways, diversionss gr~de stabilization structures (erosion 
control dams)~ permanent seeding and tree planting. 

Funds are available now fnr sprin9 and summer work. The cost-share rate is 50% of the 
estimoted cost or the 1ctual cost, \•!hichever is smaller. Hnrk must meet SCS specifica­
tions. 

FSf: cm·lPLI!'NCE CONSERVATION PU\NS VOLUNTARY 

~~pproved soil conservntion plnns are needed on farms lflith hiqhly erodible fields beforr:: 
December 31, 1989 for these farms to remain eligible for many USOf. proqrams. Such ore­
grams include the feed grain and storage programs of /'.SCS, loans of FmHf, and cr0p·tn'~-· -. 
ance of Federal Crop Insurance Corp., amnnq others. 

r·.1ost farmers have developed such plr1ns already. They are voluntary for those who '1/ant 
them. PLEASE CONT/1CT THE OFFICE IF YOU I~J/'JlT ONE tND Hf,VE NOT ST/\RTED ONE YET. C0nser-· 
VRtion plans basic~lly include an aqreement on future crnp rotations, tillaqe, row direc­
tinn and lenving 9rasserl waterwFlys where necessary. Seeder! he;vllands or field borders 
are needed alnng fences in some places where contour farming or across slnpe farming are 
part nf a conservation system. Except for sndbuster fields~ compliance plans ctn not re­
quire the starting of the plan rig~t away. 

r~ternative conservation systems allow fnr soil losses which exceerl the tolerant soil 
lnss rate established by the District. These meet the reauireMents of the 1985 Farm 
Bill. They allow more r.m'l!croppin0 or more tillage than \l.lould 'be allowet1 if the soil l~"'~ss 
was kept at tolerant rates (usually 3 or 5 tons per CJ.cre per yf~ar). 

FL~GS, ~EASURING SCALES tND H~NO LEVELS FOR SfLE 

f,s a service to landn\IJners and oper;:~,tors in Pnweshiek Cnunty 9 the District has for sale 
red wire flags in bunrlles of 100 each. These are suitable fnr marking field divisions, 
ate. Area measuring scales are available fer use in estimating the ocres of fields a~ 
shown nn i\SCS or simihr photos. HnncJ levels will soon be for sale. They will be .us_e_ful 
to persons who wish to lay cut their nwn contour lines, etc. Contact the nffice for m~"'~re 
information (515-528-2065). 



MEASURIMG CROP RESIDUES 

?~ost compliance plans ~t-Jritten fr'r the 1985 Farm Bill show a certain n.mount of crop- resi­
due must be left after planting of a crnp, An easy~ reliable way to determine the per­
cent of ground covered by residue is t0 take measurements. This shoulrl he rlone as son' 
after planting as ~ossible. 

Stretch any line with 100 equally divided marks on the line acrnss a representative area 
of the field~ at an angle to the pl;:~.nted rnv1s. Fifty font cahle transect lines are 
available for this. A tape measure or a nylon rope with 100 knots 6 inches apart woulrl 
also work. 

Tn determine percent ground cover3 wn.lk along the stretched line and count the number of 
marks that have residue underneath them. The number 0f marks is the percent grounrl 
c0ver. 

r1n alternative meth0d is to use a 25-ff1nt nylon rope \~lith 50 knots, space:l at nne every 
6 inches. In this case~ each point with resirlue equals 2 rercent qrnunrl cover. Take at 
least 3 measurements in different areas nf the field. 

WHAT IS SODBUSTER? 

There is much confusion about what is meant by sodbuster as it refers t0 the 1985 Farm 
Bill. It simrly means growin0 Fl. commndity cror. on n.n area th0.t WilS n0t cropped or cnn­
si~h::!rerl cr0rpecl any yen.r 0f the years 1981 throuqh 1985. The area must als0 be cli'\ssi­
fie~ as hiahly erodible. 

These areas need approved conservation plans developecl fnr them before they are crop~e~ 
in order for landowners and nrerat0rs tr' remain eli0ible for certain USDA nrnqrams. The 
plans show how soil losses y,!ill be C0ntr0llecl t0 rates accentable under -the Farm Bill. 
Pli\ns ta_ke effect ~!hen the land is nlo.nted to a C'lmm0clity cron. 

There is much rumor that any field left seeded 5 years will come unr.er the sndbuster rrr­
V1S1on of the Farm Bill. This is not so. Remember~ it pertains to how the land was ~sed 
in the key years 0f 1981 tn 1985, 

lriETL:~~!DS MID Slr·Jf\1\1PBUSTER 

l.•/etlands are areas with certain soils that have 'tJater-loving plants growing on them. 
Don•t drain and qrov! annually tille(1 crors 0n ~.~~etlands nr you may lose your eli()ibility 
on most USDf, farm proc.Jrnms. /\ person does not 1 ose USDi\ pr0n,ram e 1 i gi bi 1 i ty if annuf\ 11 y 
planted crops are planted 0n wetlands 1.dthout alterinq or draininrJ them. 

Plen.se check with SCS before draining nr alterinq questinnable ar~as. 

S0~1E COMPLitiNCE PLM!S HPJTING TO BE SIGNED BY fllAINERS 

Compliance conservation plans need to be signed by the landowner to remRin eligible f0r 
USD!\ programs. They also need tn be siqner:l by the district conservationist of SCS anrl 
the soil and water conservatien rlistrict to be considered approverl. There are a number 
of them in the Poweshiek District office which have been ~eveloped by someone such as the 
tenant nr manar.Jer9 but have not been sirned by the 01t1ner. They are not considered com­
pleted nr a~proved nlans. 


