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Heather:

Okay, that went easy. Okay. So, hello, | am Heather Libby with the Knoxville PublicLibrary, and here
today with...

Nancy:

Nancy Johansen.

Heather:
And-

Bob:

Bob Loynachan.

Heather:

Allright, well I guess, so | already... You've told me your names. To begin, if you are able to both tell me,
actually yourrelationship, so that might help listeners understand why we're interviewing two peopleat
once, where you currently live, and what your memories thatyou're sharing with us today, if they're not
from Knoxville, where they're from.

Nancy:

I live here inthe country, 10 miles from Knoxville, and I live onthe farm that | was raised on, that Bob
and | were both raised on.

Heather:

And where was that? Oh wait, no, that was here. Sorry. Here in...

Bob:

I'm Bob Loynachan, Nancy's my sister. | live in Pella, lowanow, but | farmed the land around the farm
that | grewup on.

Heather:

Okay. Allright. So are you able to tell me how your family came tolive ona farm in lowa?

Bob:

My great-great-grandfather came from Scotland to Ohio, and then his son, who was my great-
grandfather, came to Knoxuville, out by Harvey, lowa, and boughtland in 1850s. His brothercame with
him, and | have a farm today that was bought by my ancestorsin 1852.

Heather:
Wow, okay. That's a long history.

Nancy:
Yep.
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Heather:

That's great. And so you both grew up on the farm.

Nancy:
Yep.

Heather:
Didyou have othersiblings?

Nancy:

We did. We had a brotherthat... Bob and | are like one family, we're just two years apart. And then five
yearswe had, older, was my brother David, and then about 18 months older than David was Barb. They
were kind of like afamily of theirown, ora family of us.

Heather:

Okay. So that leads usinto our next question, if you have afavorite story about growingup on the farm.
I'm curious to know if you have the same story, different stories.

Bob:

| have a lot of stories.

Heather:

Yes. Let's hear.

Bob:

My favorite story, growing up on the farm, probably happenedin 1958 when my sister... | guess '57 she
graduated from high school, because David graduatedin '58.

Nancy:
'58, yes.

Bob:

She had a jobworking at the Oscaloosa Hospital and she'd spent many hours cleaning up a 1949
Plymouthto drive back and forth. It was a second car. And we also used that car onthe farm. And one of
the things we had, we milked cows, and we'd separate the cream from the milk, and then we'd feed the
milktothe hogs. And we had hogs about, it was a mile away from the house, had to go down the road
and downthe lane. Andsomy brotherand | were supposed to goslop the hogs, they called it,and we
put two five-gallon cansinthe slopinthe back of that Plymouth that my sister had spent many hours
cleaningup. And we were going down the lane and I'm five years, fouryears, younger than my brother.
And he said, "I'm going to show you how to slide acornerin the alfalfafield."

Andso he took off, and | suppose we were goingabout 40 mile an hour, and we came through the
corner into this nice alfalfafield and he cranked, and he slid that car sideways and we heard clunk,
clunk. And all of a sudden, the '49 Plymouth had a well. The doors didn'topen, you stepped downinit
aboutsixinches. The slop came up underneath the seat, filled up the side. And I'myelling, "Flood". We
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openedthe doors and the slop kind of runs out. We go on down the hill and feed the hogs, and go back
to the house, and shut the car, and neversay a word. The next morning, my sister gets up to go to work
early. All of a sudden we hear, "Mom!" So that's one of my favorite stories.

Nancy:

We have to explain that the slop buckets were always in the basement. And then if we had leftoverfood
or anything, peelings oranything like that, that wentinthe slop bucket. Because the hogs would eat
anything, anditwasn't bad forthemto eat that, it's leftoverfood and stuff. And so it was not the
greatest thingto have in the bottom of yourcar.

Bob:
| think you should tell the doll story.

Heather:

Well, | was goingto say, real quick, who had to cleanthat up?

Bob:
Well, I didn't.

Nancy:
Maybe David.

Bob:
I think he kind of, maybe a little bit, butl don't know how it got cleaned up.

Nancy:
She didit, | think. Barb probably didit, our sister probably didit. Yeah.

Bob:

But that was, yeah, | learned how to slide corners though.

Heather:

Is that a useful skillon the farm?

Bob:
Absolutely.

Heather:
Okay.

Nancy:

| will tell the one story. Our cousins lived right across the road from us, and our grandparents livedin
anotherhouse overrightacross the same farm. And so it was kind of a close neighborhood. And there
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were two boys that were cousins. And the one, the youngest boy, isalmost Bob'sage. He was ina
different class, butyou're very close to the same age. And so they played togetherall the time. And
that's all | had to play with, was the two boys. We played football together, and things like that. They'd
give me 20 yards first, and then of course it was a short game. But anyway, | had my doll outside, and it
was a bigdoll. It was, | don'tknow, three feet tall or something. And | was playing withit. And I think
Tom was inthe tree, isthat correct? Bob wasin the tree. My brotherwasin the tree, and my cousin was
down on the ground.

Bob:
You leftout, we plannedthis really great thing. We planned this.

Nancy:

Theywantedto putthe doll up inthe tree. Theyreally didn't mean to hurt the doll. They really didn't. So
Bob got the doll, and then he was goingto throw it up to Tom, and Tomreached down and pulled. And
Bob still had a hold of it.

Bob:
No, no. You didn'tlet go of the doll. The head came offin yourhand.

Nancy:

The doll's head came off.

Bob:
And he threw the body. I told himto go home.

Nancy:

That was another, "Mom!"

Heather:
Uh-huh. For sure.

Bob:

That was worse than that.

Nancy:

That's enough stories, | think.

Heather:

Did she make a recovery?

Nancy:
No.

Bob:
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When you turned 50-

Nancy:
Thank you. When | turned 50, he got me a new doll. And | still have it.

Heather:
Okay.

Nancy:
Yeah.

Heather:

Well, that's great. Thank you. Okay, well that's great. Can you tell us a little bitabout what your family
grew? Did you grow crops?

Bob:

We did. We grew mostly corn, hay, and oats. We didn'tsell corn, we fed it. And the oats were fed also.
Andthe hay. We fed about everything we raised, and we had quite afew animals.

Heather:

Okay. | don't recall if youtold us at the beginning, how large of an operation was this?

Bob:
It had 200 acres.

Heather:
200 acres. Okay.

Andwas itjust yourfamily who farmed?

Bob:
Yeah.

Heather:

Yeah. Okay. And animals. You've mentioned alittle bitabout that.

Nancy:

We had beef cattle, dairy cattle. When we were children.

Heather:
Right.

Nancy:

Beef cattle, dairy cattle, chickens, and sheep, hogs.
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Bob:
And hogs.

Heather:

Do you rememberhow many of each, inthe neighborhood or-

Bob:

Yeah, we'd farrow twice ayear, and raised 300 hogs, fathogs, a year. We had 14 dairy cows we had to
milk by hand.

Nancy:

At the most. Sometimes-

Bob:

Andtheircalvesand wentinto the feedlot. Andthen we had a couple, aboutfouror five other cows,
that have calves. Sowe fed out about 10 pack cattle a year. Had 30 sheep, and every yearwe'd get 300
chickens.

Nancy:
Baby chickens.

Bob:

And baby chickens. Andthey weren't sexed. And then the ones that were pullets wentinto the chicken
house, and the roosters wentinto our stomachs.

Nancy:
Aftera few otherthings happenedtothem.

Heather:
Well, yeah.

Bob:

Well, inthe summertime about this... Well earlier than this, we had to catch all the roostersand mom
would cutthem, fixthem, putthemin the freezer.

Nancy:
Yep.

Heather:
Uh-huh.

Nancy:
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Yes. That was one of the choresthat | got to do. | didn't get to drive tractors very much, or anything, but
the guys really did the work on the farm. But | tell the story of when we butchered chickens, we would, |
don't know, kill 10 of them, probably, orsomething.

Bob:

Or more than that.

Nancy:

| thoughtit was 20 at some time, but cut their heads off, and then you have to-

Bob:
Well, you had boiling water.

Nancy:

Boilingwatertodipthemin, so thenyou could pull the feathers out easier.

Bob:
And get the feathers out.

Nancy:

Andthenyou hada fire you'd putthem overto get all the pin feathers off of them. And then we would
take themto the... We had the outside and the picnictable, and | would just cut the wings off, and the
legs and the thighs. And thenl'd pass itto mom, and she would gut that chicken, and cut it all up, and |
was still cuttingthe nextone. And she'd doit much fasterthan | could just cut the wings and the legs off
of it. But we'd do about 20 or so at time.

Heather:

At atime.

Nancy:

Andtheywouldgoin the freezer.

Heather:
Okay. Okay. About how old were you when you started?

Nancy:
Probably 10.

Bob:

| started driving the tractor when | was seven.

Heather:
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See, that'sinteresting. Yeah. linterviewed another gentleman who was in the neighborhood of five, he
thought, when he started driving the tractor-

Bob:

No, | remember. It was a hot time inthe summer, and had to rake hay, and there wasn'tany dew or
anything. So he wanted to rake hay at five o'clockin the morning. So my dad got me up at five o'clockin
the morning, andthen| had to follow him. Wherever he went, | had to follow. He was on a tractor and |
was ona tractor, wentout, and we raked hay.

Nancy:

You were like this goingaround.

Bob:

Well, lwentoverhisone row, and just raked the otherone intoit. And then that afternoon, | drove the
tractor, pulled the hay into the barn. So | was on the tractor from about five o'clock, 5:30, 6 o'clock in
the morning, till about five o'clock at night.

Heather:

Ooh, ouch. Soundslike asunburnto me.

Bob:
Well.

Heather:

Allright, well that actually leads into the question, when you were speaking about butchering the
chickens, about whetherornotyou raised any of your own food, all of your own food?

Nancy:

Raised most of our food. Butchering. You can tell that story. When we were kids, not-

Bob:

Well, that goes farther back than that. My dad and my uncle builtabutcherhouse to butcher. And
duringthe depression,they butchered hogsforeverybody. They had two rooms inthis building. Ithad a
bigscaldingtank for a hog with railsonit. And so whenever we ate, we'd butcheracow everyyearand
we'd butcherhogs when we needed to. And the only thing I think we really bought at the grocery store
was flourand sugar and salt.

Nancy:

We had our own milk. We got butterin exchange forthe creamthat we sold. And they would leave
butterfor us. We didn'teven have to buy butter.

Bob:
Well, they deducteditfrom our check.
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Nancy:

It was part of our pay, yes. But | mean, we didn't go to the grocery store and get that. Yeah.

Bob:

But we neverreally wenttothe grocery store too often.

Nancy:
Andwe had a big garden.

Bob:
Coffee. We had to buy coffee.

Nancy:
Yeah.

Bob:

Mom had have coffee.

Heather:

Wakingup at five. Did you get coffee when youwere up atfive at seven?

Bob:
No.

Heather:

No.So Nancy, you mentioned that you froze chickens, so you had a freezer. Did you do much canning, or
anythinglike thattoo?

Nancy:

A lot of canning. Tomatoes. A lot of tomatoes. I'm sorry to this day, but| can't can tomatoes. The smell
of canningtomatoesis not... Grapes are good. We used to have grapes, and we still have grapes, which
produce notas wellasitusedto, butl would can grape juice even now, if we had enough. And thenwe
wouldjust have thatall winterlong. You know?

Heather:
Right.

Nancy:

But we canned a lot of things. We froze a lot of things, because we did have abig freezer. And we would
freeze the vegetables and things, but canned alot of tomatoes, and grape juice, and otherthings|'m
sure mom did earlier, that1 don't remember.

Heather:
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Right.

Nancy:

| was the youngest.

Bob:
Spoiled.

Heather:

I've got stories about the youngest. Yep. So what kind of work did you do on the farm? | know we've got
intothat a little bit, but you said there was kind of a division of labor based on age, gender. How did that
work?

Bob:

Mostly it was the females of the family who did the house and the chickens.

Nancy:
That's right.

Bob:

Andwe did everythingelse. | mean, outon the farm, as far as Saturday was clean the barn day.

Nancy:

Or the chicken house.

Bob:

Andthe chicken house, mostly. Andthen when the springtime came, we'd getready to plow. | didalot
of plowingwhen I wasa kid, a ball tractor.

Nancy:

| didget to doone thing. When we had a hay crew that we would... Youwould put up hay every
afternooninthe summer, because there werehow many families? Four orfive.

Bob:

It was more than that.

Nancy:

So somebody's hay was ready to go all the time. But when it was at our house, my dad did let me, what
we call, pull up the hay. We had a great big pulley that went through the barn, and then came down.
Andit wassquare bales, the small square bales on the hay rack, and they put these bigforksonit, and
thenthey'dyell at me to pullitup, and it would go through the barn, and it wastied to the little Ford
tractor.

Bob:
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Yeah. You were onthe otherside of the barn from the hay.

Nancy:

Right. Right. Hay was over here. Andsol'd pull up, and then they'd yell at for me to stop, and you hitthe
brakes. Andthenthat's whenthey pulled the rope over onthisside, and that would drop those bales
where they wanted theminthere.Sol did get to dothat. That was the one thing| got to, as faras
drivingtractors.

Heather:

How did chores work around school? | mean, were you doing chores before or after school?

Bob:

Not so much before school. Sometimesthey had to get up and do that, but mostly every night after
school.

Nancy:

Yeah, and | think it was mom that said, "Theirworkis to get ready for school."

Bob:

The one thingwe learned early on was, that you never wanted to do anything extra. Because if you did,
it became yourjob. My dad would say, "Can you help me outtonightand go feed those sows?" And
sure. Nextnightit'd be, "You gotthose sows fed yet?" So we were very careful about that.

Heather:

But could you hardly even say, could you say no? | meanto the firstrequest?

Nancy:
Depends on the day, maybe.

Heather:

How it was asked.

Bob:

No was not a good word.

Nancy:
Yeah.

Heather:

Yeah, that's tricky. You mentioned some of the tractors, but can you say anything more about the kind
of technology, orfarm equipmentthat was used?

Bob:
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We had-

Heather:
Maybe how it changed.

Bob:

Right. We had new tractors, and we had the equipment. Dad gota pickerin'40... It was duringthe war,
and so itwas early forties. He bought hisfirsttractorin about'41 or '42, and he got a picker, corn picker,
to go withit. And one of the dealsfor himto have that was, he had to pick corn foreverybody. And so
he wore that out. Andthen he got a John Deere two-row picker. That was justone row. And he wore
that out, and he got anothercorn picker. And then we boughta combine.

Nancy:

But that was much later. When we were kids, it was always dad openingfields for people because he
had a mounted picker.

Bob:
Yeah. He's go around the... Fiton John Deere 226 first, and the 227 second.

Nancy:
Yep.

Bob:

| couldtell you anotherstory aboutthat, | guess.

Heather:

Yeah, let's hear it.

Bob:

| asked my uncle one time how he could go out with horses, and go out and plow a field withahorse,
and thendiskitwitha horse, and have to disk it again, and then harrow it with a horse, and then go out
with a planterand put wires across the field and check it, so you'd have rows going every which way,
and then wait until itgot cold, and go out and pickit by hand. And he said, "You know, it never bothered
me until | saw a corn picker."

Heather:
That's a good story. Did he switch?

Bob:
Oh, yeah.

Nancy:
Yeah, yeah.
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Bob:
Oh, yeah.

Heather:
Mm-hmm. And Bob, did you say that you're still farming today?

Bob:

Yes.

Heather:
So how has that changed?

Bob:

How's farming changed?

Heather:

| know that's a big question, right? Or maybe evenjust-

Bob:

Well, iflgo to a farm show, there's nothingthere | want. It's all based onlarge fields, and large farms.
Andthe small farm, it's going away. | got 400 acres, and I'm a small farm. And so you look at, what was
it? My son, Todd...1 do a lotof hay. And I've been havingtrouble with the tractorand the baler. And he
said, "Why don't you just go buy a new one?" And so we wentto the state fair this year, and he said,
"Well, it'll only cost you 150,000". And | said, "Well, Idon'tthink...." Sowe go overand look. The tractor
was 170,000, and the balerwas 90.

Heather:
Oh, my.

Bob:

Andso, you can't-

Nancy:
And that was a smallertractor.

Bob:

Yeah. You can't afford that today with a small farm. | mean, it's all bigtime.

Heather:
Right.

Bob:

So the small farms are goingto-
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Nancy:

He's a very successful farmer, though. He is.

Heather:

Are there very many other small farms around you, or are you surrounded by the -

Bob:

Well, alot of people have... Yeah. Yeah. | don'tunderstand how they sell the equipment.

Nancy:
But they do.

Bob:
Yeah. But they do.

Nancy:

But we have large farms around us, too.

Bob:

Oh, yeah. The fences are all gone. The neighbor's cattle got out the otherday, and they ran four places
and they ended up puttingthemin my pasture at night. | rent my pasture now, and they put cowsin
there, because there'sno fences any place. And they ran through, about... They had probably about 800
acres of corn and beans they ran through.

Heather:
Oh my.

Bob:

Andtheywere tryingto find them, and the guy that has them, he's older, too. | talked to him, and he
said, "l think I'm done with livestock."

Nancy:

That's what we said. We were done with livestock. Dad, you took care of himfor 13, 14 years, | don't
know. And then when we moved back here, Dennistook care of himfor 13 years or so, and Bob came to
us once and said, "You know, we haven't had any major accidents with the cattle." Which can happen
sometimes, with bulls and things, and cattle getting out, and he would always have the trailerand
everything, to take theminto the sale barn and stuff. And he said, "l think we should be done." And so
we sold the cattle that came from our dad's cattle.

Bob:

Came from grandpa.

Nancy:
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| mean, we didn'teverbuy-

Heather:

Generations of-

Nancy:

We bought bulls, but we didn't buy any cattle, calves or anything. And then we both rent out our
pasture land, too. We have a youngerfarmerthatwe rentours outto.

Heather:

Okay. Yeah, because you mentioned that you live on the family farm now, and so that had scaled down
overthe years? Or whendid youreturn?

Nancy:

Well, I moved right after high school, and then wentto college, and met my husband, and then we got
married, and lived all overthe United States. And we came back after he was retired, 2003 we came
back. We've been back 20 years now. But we rented that. Bob farmed the farm for quite a while, but he
got more land, and he saidit's hard for himto do that, sowe gota renterto do the cropsalso.

Heather:
Gotcha.

Nancy:

So it'sabout the same as when dad was doingit, and you were doingit, about how many acres of corn
we got, and how many acres of beans, | think. And hay.

Heather:

So the land still being worked, it's just-

Bob:

Well, yeah, you don't rotate crops like you used to.

Nancy:

No, it's beans, and beets, and corn.

Bob:

But that's how farming's changed.

Nancy:
Yeah.

Bob:

Thenwe didn'traise soybeans when we were kids.
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Nancy:

No, not when we were kids.

Bob:
We needed-

Nancy:
| guess when we were teenagers, we might'vehadthem, didn'twe?

Bob:

No, it was laterwhen he started doing beans.

Nancy:
| can't remember. He's gota better memory than| do, as far as farming years and things.

Heather:

| know thisisn'tone of the listed questions, butit's come up before ina couple of my conversations, but
how did your family manage through the eighties farm crisis?

Bob:

Well,inthe '80, | had a businessalso, besides farming. And | had started that in'77. Andso when
interest-

Nancy:
Farming with dad.

Bob:

Andthen my dad... My mom had passed away nottoo long before we came back. We were gone for

about 10 yearsalso, and he asked me to help him farmin '78. Because he was having trouble after mom
had passed.

Nancy:
Yeah. Right.

Bob:

So | started helping him. It wouldn't take very long. He's got a little bit, you know, it's not a big deal.
Turnedinto a pretty big deal. He was financially secure before the eighties happened. And | worked
hard. | had a business. | sold pottery to garden centers, and to different... vy, Idid a lot of ivy. And | had
aguy I metin St. Louis, and he would sell me product at a discounted rate. And | had a truck, and |
would go down every Sunday night. | would leave and go to St. Louis and get pottery, come back, sell it
Tuesday through Friday for cash, and didn't use the bank. And then go back on Monday again. | did that
for abouttwo years.

Heather:
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Wow.

Nancy:

You had yourown semi, you had your own straighttruckand a pickup and-

Bob:

Well, that was lateryears. | ended up with a couple semis and stuff.

Heather:
That is hard work.

Nancy:

Yeah. And his own warehouse.

Heather:

Yeah. Wow. Busy guy. So actually, | guess | was jumping ahead. How many members of your family are
still farming? You are, you're renting out your family's lands. Bob, did you say that your son farms, too,
or no? No. Okay.

Bob:

He wants to, but| don't know how he's goingto do it. He livesin Arkansas. And the otherone livesin
Tennessee.

Nancy:

Neverknow, right?

Heather:
Right. Well, yes. You came back aftera longtime, right?

Nancy:

Yeah, but we didn't farm, farm, we did-

Bob:

| came back because I got a job. We were insouthern lllinois, and the company | worked for went
bankrupt. And | started doing stuff, and it was doing quite well, and my wife said, "Well, you need to get
ajob".lsaid,"We're doingfine". And she said, "Well, whatdo | tell people?" I said, "I don't care". But
anyway, | gota jobrunningthe dime store in Pella, and that's why | live in Pella. They were supposed
to...l was goingto buyit, but itdidn't work out. So | started my own business.

Heather:

There you go.

Nancy:
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Yep.

Heather:

Okay. Well, isthere anything that we haven'ttouched upon, that you were hopingto be able to speak
about, or any memories?

Bob:

You don't wantany more stories.

Heather:

| could listentoyourstoriesall day, but we do close at eight. Okay. Well, | wanted to thank you both so
much forbeing willing to share your experiences aboutfarm life in lowa. These are precious memories,
and I'm so glad that we could record them. So thank you.

Bob:
Thank you.

Nancy:

You're welcome. Thankyou.
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