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f.be Des Koiaes CiUDtf Soil ConaerTatioa District baa fiDis~d ita fir•' 
year of aoti'M operation. Interest in soil conaenati.on baa been growing 
alawly but coatiauoualy• At first people had a •stand•oftisa• attitude 
but are now much more reoepti vee More and more the7 are raising question• 
about district activities and seeking help with conservation aeasure•• 

Ra,_oad Audale7 was aasigaed as far.a plaaner by the Soil Conservation 
Servioe to assist tbe district. Mro Audale7 worked with tour plaaning 
groups and baa helped 34 tar..era to d..elop complete conserYation plana 
on 6}19 acre•• Be also helped maay others to get started with oouaer~· 
tion praotio••• Other help was given by tbe Soil CODaerYation Service iR 
•king soil s~J8 on approximateq 14.580 aores. 

Engineering assistance was f'urD.ished in ocapletlng a &urt'8)" and a repon 
of drainage and conservation needs on Des MoiDes Co1m.ty DraiDage Distrio' 
Bmaber Snen 1a Huron. Jackson and Beaton Townahips~ Although the repen 
aad reoa.a.ndationa hSYe been forwarded to the supervisors of the drainage 
distriot. no :tor.al aotion has been tab-. It was hoped that the •ucgea• 
tiona would stialalate aoti"f'ity within the drainage distriot ad the wa'hr­
abeds draining into it• 

During the yttar Boward Gieaelan waa appointed to till the vaoanoy oauaed 
by the reaipatioa ot lfoah Sohroo~ An eleotioa was held. at which tiM 
leDneth Redfera waa elected· to suoeeed Bdwin Cling and Boward Gieselaaa 
to coaplete his UBexpired tera. John Blaul acted as chair-.. during the 
entire yearo 

Cooperation with other groups haa beea very goodo The aaoat of contouri.D& 
doae wit.b.i.n the diatrict waa iD exceaa ot 2 •. 000 aorea. One outstaD.dins 
feature 11 the arm•l soil ~o:uenation contest apoasored bJ the Burlington 
Chamber ot Ca.merce. The oa..missionera set up and supervised an attraoti"f'e 
booth at the local county fair as another feature ot the rear• lfa:- king 
with AAA o:tfioials a large a.ount ot contour l~out waa done during the_year• 

Attendance troa this area at tba state oonaervation field day at Indiaaola 
was quite large and brought back to the leaders the teelin& ot· a need tor 
some such activity. but on a s.aller scale witbia this distriot. Diatriot 
otfioials •ttended and assisted with several similar field days in nearbJ 
area•• Cbair.n Bl&ul attended tbe short courae at .Aaea laat spring• 

!he activities of the 'educational :tield were quite varied• Five radio 
prograas were devoted to soil conaervation. The local new•pap•r baa bea 
very cooperative in getting the program bef'ore the people• llr• Eyre. count, 
extension director. bas used soil conservation ti!.s on many occaaions and 
has 8 plugged•r the program at meetings ot Fara Bureau, !,..11 clubs and the libo 



The extension prograa inoluded getting about 27 tar.a leadera together t. 
1t~ulate interest iR the work of the district. The district plans to 
follow tbia with a two-day trainiag oourae tor a select gDoup to be held 
late in Januaey 1948• 

Mention could be .ade of a tew tarmera who are taking aotiTe interest 
and are sold on the prograa. Leland Bo&arth ot Washingtoa TOWD8hip puU•cl 
out moat ot his i:aside tenoea so aa to giTe freedom in planning the new 
layout. He baa deTeloped a complete plan and is getting it in operation. 
He ia aasiating the district by the production of adapted certified brome 
graa1 seed tor distribution within the areao 

lenneth 'Redfera. the newly elected commissioner, does not yet haTe a tara 
plan but be baa been doing an outstanding job of conaer.ation in his 
pasture improveaent program. Over a period ot years he has been iaproving 
different portions ot a run down 80 acres that was one t~ badly over 
oropped0 Be i• convinced that the money spent in mbuilding a pasture will 
•ke a much greater return than other dollars spent on corn laD& The f'ac1; 
that he has repeated the operation uatil the whole field ha' been covered 
proves hia cGDYictieno 

The winner of the conservation contest was Richard Anderson of Yellow SpriDg 
Township• Be did a good job tn getting hia conservation practices started 
but before the plan was approved had found ways to improve it by using more 
terraces in place of leas effective erosion control measures~ It waseaid 

· ot his contouring that more ot hi• rows were on the level than any other 
field iD the countyo 

There seems to be a lot of inter~st in farm ponds• Moat of them have very 
little direct erosion control vlaue. but indirectly they bring about better 
cropping practices in the watershed above• »oat or them are started for 
their recreational and wildlife value. It ia the hope of the oomais•ionere 
to oapitaliae on this interest to get to the other conservation measures. 

The 1947 season was adverse• Many conserTation measures did not show up 
well because of the wet weather which prevented propttr seedbed preparatioa 
and weed control. Contouring was often blamed for condi tiona traceable 
to other causes• The wet and l ate spring prevented the application of 
many useful measures. 

Other educational a.ctivi ties include three oontour demonstration.a. seven 
soil sampling demonstrations and three field tours. Kro Audaley assisted 
with a veterans training program and in adult night school. The coami•a­
ioners recognize the need for a comprehensive and continuing educational 
program as a means of acquainting far.m operators with the seriousness ot 
the probl• and waat oan be done about it• To this end, they are seeking 
more assistance from t he Extension Service during 1948. 



One of the hopeful signa tor continued progreaa is ~e interest of 
outside group• such as f'ara implement compani••• 'These people are 
stimulating and fostering interest in their client. and customers. 
Tbe coBDdaatonera plan in 19~ to integrate tbia into the diatrio~ 
pro gr ... 

Te date the ca..!aaionera have received 153 applioationa tor assist­
ance in fa~ planning. Eight groups have been organized covering about 
20.000 acre•• Conservation soil sur-.eys have been •d• on these and 
plana are started on 6519 aereao 

Reapeottully a ubmi tt•d• 
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This To 
_AC,TIVITY Year Date 

-· . . .. 
.. 

~be.r 12~ 34 
~~uca tiQ·tJ-8.~ Meetings A tt·ende.noe 2~8 I 1088 .. 

Nwp.ber 
. 

k 2.: 

Tours Attendance 16 ll 

Nwn.ber 10 11 
Demonstrations 

Attendance 140 152 

Number • -
Leader Training Meetings 

.. 

. A:t:t~ndaru~e e 

Exhibits Number 1 2: 

Radio Talks Niunber 5 8 

News Articles NUmber 65 90: 

· eommisaionera Jleetiaea. llUiiber 12. 21 

.... , .. , \ ,. 

" -.,., ~--- .A.pplioations Received • 153 AotiTe applications • 59. 
Conserve. tien tarm · plau • · ~ on 6~2& Aeres • · 

\c~nserve.tien Surveys - 2.7,050 Acres. 

\ 


