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Arlington man is Ruth Wagner Award winner 

r 
I'· 

Joe Wingert was recognized as the Ruth Wagner Award winner. 
The award is given in memory of the late Ruth Wagner of John­
son county and honors the Soil and Water Consevation District 
Commissioner 

Joe Wingert of rural Arlington 
was recently named the Ruth Wag­
ner Award wmner for 2004. The 
award was started m 200 I to hon­
or Soil and Water Conservation 
D"tnct Assistant Commission­
ers. It is grven in memory of Ruth 
Wagner, who served the Johnson 
SWCD fo· )~ vears. 

Candidates to. the assistant 
commissioner award must be nom­
inated for their contributions to ac­
complishing the work plan goals, 
involvement in field days, round 
table discussrons, special ob er­
vations and educat1onal activities. 
The candidate must be mvolved 
m public outreach or conservation 
educ:..:.tion and ..,how a high mterest 

of knowledge and interest towards 
soil and water conservation 

Wingert, of Arlington, has 
served as an assistant commis­
sioner for the past five years He 
has represented the Fayette SWCD 
on the Upper Maquoketa River 
Watershed Headwaters Council 
since its inception. He operates the 
district's fabric laying machine and 

has done numerous status checks 
of CRP plantmgs. while monuor­
mg the water quality. 

As assiMant commi~sioner, 

Wingert takes an active role in dis­
cussions at meetings and uses his 
knowledge and experience to help 
make decisions. He has shown his 
dedication by attending 90 percent 
of all meetings since being with 
the council, only missing while 
being out of state. He also mom­
tors customer contracts and deals 
with buffers and terraces. 

Before becommg an assrs­
tant commissroner for the Fayette 
SWCD, Joe worked at John Deere 
111 Waterloo for 32 years until he 
retired. 

Wmgert rs an Earth Team Vol­
unteer, and IS active m hb church 
and other community groups. 
Over the last several years he has 
given willdlife presentations at the 
third grade conservation field day 
held on the Richard Jensen farm. 

The three day event held at 
the Dick Jensen farm. is held an­
nually for schools in Fayette and 

Winneshrek countres. Wingert 
discusses wildlife with the ktds m 
eight sessions a day and handles 
animals and btrds as part of some 
of the displays. 

On his farm ten mtles east ot 
Oelwein, Joe has worked with the 
ISU Extension conducting experi­
ments on land that is considered 
non-highly erodible and was the 
first in his area of the county to do 
so. 

Wingert also installed ripar­
ian buffer strips. and to do his pan 
to to see more buffers installed m 
Fayette County he has personally 
contacted nearly every landowner 
and land user m the <.:ounty and 
explained to them the Continuou!-. 
CRP. 

When asked what the benefirs 
of the buffers are, Joe explain;. "I 
tell people the advantages of the 
buffers along streams and rivers. 
and even dry land altogether. Not 
only do they eliminate herbicides 
and pollution. but they reduce 
rental payments of land and prop­
erty." 

e named 2004 Woodland Owner of the Year 
The Woodland Owner of the 

Year for 2004 was awarded to 
Leroy Soppe of West Union, for 
his maintenance and management 
of 28.5 acres of woodland he owns 
in Fayette County. 

Leroy has conducted most of 
the timber management acttvit1e~ 

on his property by himself. From 
the list of his accomplishments 
it is evident that he really cares 
about the Importance of woodland 
conservation. 

In 1998. Leroy created a 
written management plan for hrs 
woodlands. and by 2001 nearly ev­
erything in his plan had been ac­
complished. Feeling there might 

still be room for tmprovemcnt. he 
revised his plan. and to this day he 
continues to build and rebuild the 
wildlife habitat on his property. 

Soppe enrolled 30 acres of 
his woodlands into the Conserva­
tion Reserve Program Willdlife 
Habitat Program. establlshmg na­
tive grasses that include cedar and 
shrup plantings. all whrle mam­
taining cool sea-on grass plant­
ings. 

In 2002. Leroy improved 13.5 
acres of woodlands by conduct 
mg a weed tree removal program. 
That same year he fenced 6.7 ac1es 
from grazing without any share 
funds. 

To ensure wildlife habrtat de­
velopment. Leroy developed a 1.7 
acre stand of cedar trees and man­
ages that area strictly to enhance 
the availability of cover for wild­
life. 

Leroy says the addition of 
new trees is key to conservation of 
woodlands. and he is frequent!} 
planung new trees on his proper­
ty. 

In 2003. Leroy added three 
acres of red oak. white oak. and 
walnut varieties. In fact, each year 
he buys new trees to fill in the ar­
eas where old plantmgs had been. 
or he plants new areas to add to his 
woods. 

Soppe, cont. to pg. 9 

Left: Leroy Soppe stands by his woodlands south of West Union. Soppe was named Woodland 
Owner of th~ Year for his continuous work towards maintaining and managing his woods and the 
conservation of plant and wildlife. In 1998, Leroy created a written management plan, and by 2001 
all of his goals were nearly completed. 
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Strudthoff selected as Owner/Operator of the Year 

Bill Strudthoff was awarded an owner/operator of the year for his 
actions devoted to soil and wildlife conservatiOn. 

The Fayette Soi l and Water 
Conservation District has named 
William Strudthoff as the 2004 
Owner/Operator of the Year for 
h1s work to conserve sod and top 
eroSion on his land 111 rural Hawk­
eye. 

Although he is a retired ·chool 
teacher as well as farmer, Bill and 
his wife Marge still work hard in 
the1r retirement to prevent land 
and soil erosion on their relatively 
flat land that catches a lot of winter 
winds. 

Bill began farming on his 
parent">' farm after rehiring home 
from the Korean War in 1954. He 
and Marge have been married 48 
years. While the couple started 
their marriage as farmers years 
ago. Bill also received a teachmg 
degree from Upper Iowa Univer­
sity, and Marge has a degree in 
nursing. 

The couple farmed the land 
where they grazed thirty head 
of beef cows. and relied on corn, 
hay. and pasture to supplement the 

Identification Statement 
The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District's Annual Report 

Published by the Fayette SWCD. Hwy. 150 
120 N. Industrial Pkwy. 
West Union, IA 52175 
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Add ALCOMP® liquid feed supplement 
to your dairy ration for higher milk 
production. Alcomp® increases energy 
while still maintaining a high fiber level. 
Alcomp® can be mixed in grain mix, 
TMR, Top-dressed, or Fed-free choice 
in lie tanks. Contact Famners Coop for 
more infomnation. 

•Increase dietary intake • Reduces stress 
• Easy to handle • Greater feed efficiency 

• Environmentally Friendly w~ttu oc~ot & ,,,., ntrlritnb 1n manure 

• Decreased incidences of diarrhea & toxic end products 
• Provides liquid energy without animal fat 

• Costs less than fat 

Farmers Co-op 
(Livestock Nutntion) [til 

lAND lAKES Ft Alkmson- Calmar 888-211-8910 
FEED Waucoma -West Union 563-422-3333 

herd. 

Bill took a teaching job at Tur­
key Valley High School in 1965. 
By 1978, he decided to rent out the 
farm land instead. This brought to 
hi s land a rotation of soybeans and 
corn, and the pasture wa~ tiled and 
cropped. 

Overthe years, Bill and Marge 
have witnessed dust storms on their 
land, that have blown soil across 
the road south of their house in 
near Lero visibility while driving. 
Then in 1999, heavy rains washed 
away fertile farm land, and the 
amount of rilling that was occur­
ing on the farmland was obvious. 

This pushed Bill to tart 
scheming ways that he cou ld con­
serve his land and stop the punish­
ment the weather caused on his 
soi l. Although the Strudt hoffs' 
land near Hawkeye IS cons1dered 
Not Hightly Erod1ble (NHE). the 
eros1on that was occurring caused 
the couple to explore other prac­
tices. Field wmdbreak, shelterbelt. 
contour buffer stnps, and water­
ways were some of the practices 
they attempted. 

In the futu re. Bill says he 
wou ld like to create a wetland for 
wildlife, which would increase 
the amount of his land cons idered 
conservation . 

While the Strudt hoffs' op­
erations of conservation are great. 

they credit many other people for 
helping their cause. 

Bill says his son. David, d1d 

a lot of the paper work required, 
contriibutmg to the completion 
of construct ion, and mak1ng their 
goa ls a rea lit y. The couple also 
credits tileir farmstead renter, Nor­
man Gee, who ha> planted trees 
and has done other sccdmgs. 

They also than~ Pat Roch­
ford who rents land and a llowed 
for the contour buffer strips and 
a lso farms the land on the con­
tour. While hard work and labor 
has been uone by all, Bill says 
that good communication 1s very 
important and has great ly contrib­
uted to the successful conservation 

of his land. 
Besides the cons1ruction of a 

wetland in the future, Bill says the 
maintenance of the lands a lready 
established wi ll be very 11nportant 
He plans to continue to pu II weeds 
by iland along the she lterbelt on the 
north and west sides of his home 
because he says it's good therap}. 

And finally, Bill's goal in life 
is to keep the farm a place for 
wildhfe. have good conservation 
on the land. and keep the land 111 
good condition for the generations 
of the future. 

F'or your hard work. .. ~aynard Savings Bank 
salutes r'~~:jil:; ~!)~Ill~ ~!)IJ:S:jf'f!lii!)llbll! 

Maynard 637-2289 & Hazleton 636-2431 

Thank you to area 
landowners for 
practicing water 
conservation. 

Make Gage & Gage your 
choice for on-farm 

Water Wells 
& Pumps 
Amana heating & cooling, 
plus all your plumbing 
installation and repairs. 

Gage & Gage 
Plumbing & Heating 

609 Hwy 150 South, West Union 
(563) 422-5691 • 1-800-246-5691 
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Sperfslage awarded SWCD scholarship 
Shawn Sperfslage of Aurora is 

the winner of the 2004 scholarship 
awarded by the Soi I and Water 
Conservatton District. 

Shawn , a 2004 Oelwei n High 
School graduate, was chosen and 
recogni zed for the hard work, ded­
tcation, knowledge, and leadership 
sk ill s he has shown during school 
as well as m his community. A 
dedu:ation to agriculture and con· 
!'<lervation were other notable quali­
ttes considered in choosing the 
awarding ol this honor 

Shawn IS the son of Daniel and 
Dtane Sperfslage of Aurora. 

As a "udent at Oelwctn High 

School, Sperfslage was mvolved 
in many extra-curricular activities 
including band, wrestling, drama, 
FFA, and others. He was in the 
marching band, concert band, pep 
and Jau bands each of the four 
years he attended high school. In 
band he achteved betng named 
to Metster>tngcr Honor Band. 
recetved the Outstandmg Perfor­
mance and NEIBA Jail Fcsttval 
honors, the Excellence m Aca­
demic Achtevement AwarJ from 
the lema HS MuSic As;ociation, 
and attended the Honors Recttal at 
Wartburg College Band Camp. 

Sperfslage wre"led for the 

when there's 
work to be done ... 

and when it's 
time to play ... 

•-.:~s~!51~~A~P.~:~ ~~ 
ELGIN ·· p,.,dbt JeW<H9 ?/4TV.e<ut WAUKON 

t-800-779-0035 1owa ~' 7'/ 'lea""' t-800-779-0092 
563-426-5505 563-568-4587 

Protecting 
Your Investment 

Shawn Sperfslage of Aurora was awarded a scholarship by the Fayette SWCD for his accomplish­
ments in academics and agriculture. Shawn attends the dairy science/agriculture program a/ NICC 
and plans to transfer to Iowa State University to become a large herd dairy manager and operator. 

Huskies for three years while be· 
ing a team captain for one. While 
active in drama for four years, 
he was an actor and a Mage hand 
capta in. Shawn also volunteered 
to work at wrestling tournaments. 
All-State band, and voca l and 
speech contests. In fou r years as 
a member of the FFA. Shawn was 
elected Vice President, Treasurer, 
and an Officer-at-Large. He won 
a Star Greenhand Award, partici­
pated tn the FFA state conference 
for three years, and the national 
conference for one year. He also 
placed fourth at state as a member 
of the FFA District Dairy Judgi ng 

Team. 
Outside of school, and while 

not volunteering for his church and 

community, Shawn has worked 
hard his enti re life for his father. 
Daniel, on his family's dairy farm. 
He has done everything from feed­
ing ca lves and shoveling manure to 
selecting semen for breeding pur­
poses. In his experiences on other 
farms, he hos lc•rned about hogs 
and crops, as well as cultivation, 
di king, baling hay, hauling grain, 
grinding feed. and spreading ma­
nure. 

Besides the work he's done for 
neighbors on their farms, Shawn 
worked full-time the past two 
summers for Oelwein Commu-

nity Schools in the maintenance 
department. llls duties andudcd 
cleaning clas~rooms and bath· 

rooms, waxing floors, cleamng 
carpet~ and windows. as well a~ 

outside work like trimming trees 
and bush•s and even pouring con­
crete for building ramps. 

Sperfslage is attending NICC 
m Calmar, majoring in general 
agncuhure/datry sctence. After 
two years Shawn plans to transfer 
to Iowa State University in Ames. 
His career goal is to become a herd 
manager for a dairy operatton . 

In his free-time, Shawn is a 
stock car racing fan, and he enjoys 
movies. tactica l video games, and 
listening to all kinds of music. 

Easton's 
Water Conditioning 

Celebrating 128 Years of Serrict 
to Northeast Iowa! Call Easton's to improve the 

quality of your water used 
on your farm, in your home 

is proud to support 
soil and water conservation 

efforts in 
FayeHe County and 

surrounding counties. and at your business. 

ffstorrs 
WATER CONDITIONING 

, Your Certified Water 

West Union 
1-800-7 45-5883 
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Dallenbach receives lzaak Walton 
League Windbreaker Award 

The Fayette County Soil and 
Water Conservation Distric t has 
chosen William Dallenbach as its 
lzaak Walton League Windbreak­
er Award winner for 2004. 

The SWCD chose Dallenbach 
for his accomplishments and dedi­
cation toward decreasing land and 
soil ero ion on his family farm 
near Arlington. 

Through a continual program 
of planting trees, superior manage­
ment and maintenance, Dallenbach 
has achieved some of his personal 
goa ls. He has a lso created grassed 
waterways, shelterbelts, and buf­
ferstrips on his property tn efforts 
to reduce erosion. 

In hopes of reducing wind ero­
sion and surface run-offs, tn only 

a few years William has planted a 
total of 3,526 trees and shrubs over 
14.3 acres, coveri ng nearly a mile 
of land . Each windbreak is 135 
feet wide. 

Some of the trees planted in­
clude Red Osier Dogwood , East­
ern Red Cedar, White and Red 
Spruce, White and Red Pine, as 
well as Common Lilac. In efforts 
to obtain control of weeds, each 
field is mowed two to four times 
per year, depending on weed pres­
sure. 

To assure g rowth and health , 
William does frequent mainte­
nance of the trees. He likes to 
use a gas powered weed cutter for 
trimming, and he is sure to trim 
around every si ngle tree. He has 

a lso mulched about 75% of his 
trees. 

In addition to reducing land 
erosion, William believes in the 
importance of animal habitat. Hts 
trees create wildlife habuat for 
deer and pheasants. 

Regarding weed control and 
management, he says there have 
been few problems concerning 
animal, insect, or rodent disease. 
However, mother nature is one 
problem that hasn't cooperated 
with his conservation efforts. Due 
to the drought in 2003, he lost sev­
eral hundred trees. To make up for 
the loss, he replanted new ones in 
place of every one he lost. 

Besides planting trees, Dal­
lenbach has focused on the fight 

against soi l and water erosion in 
farm fields and around his ho me. 
William has also installed CRP 
vegetation strips, CR P grassed 
waterways, wetlands, contour buf­
fer strips. and a she lterbelt for his 
home. 

Another way that Dallenbach 
has been active in soil conserva­
tion is as a participant in the Up-

per Maquoketa River Water Qual 
tty ProJeCt , a council that follows 
land, water, and ant mal condtttons 
of the northeast Iowa river In 
2005, Dallenbach plans to con­
unue the mamtenance of hts trees 
and land, and to continue to de­
velop new methods to conserve his 
farmland . 

Don9t let DDS pig 
go hungry! 
Many insurance companies 
don't write farm Insurance 
or have dramatically 
increased premiums. 

We know farming and offer 
competitive prices and local, friendly 
service. Call us today for a free quote. 

GOOD;ri'EAR Spring 
S ec\als! 

Kelly & Miller Insurance 
I H S J\.hin. F.tyC'It( 

(';6\11 1 "· ',,,,, 

Lffn A:rU.P- ~ Irk 11,11-

Avalolf Tire 
& CIJrviee aenltJr lift!. 

1 0-20th St SE 
Oelwein, lA 

(Next to K-Mart) 
(319) 283-4040 

LESLIE R. LAUER & SONS 

Commercial Sites 
Bulldozing 
Tiling 
Terracing 
Scraper Work 
Farm Ponds 
Waterways 
Lime Spreading 
Basement Excavation 
Rock & Dirt Hauling 

& GRADING 

CALL 563-422-5430 WEST UNION SINCE 1948 

NEW HOLLAND SP SERIES PLANTERS g.ve you mwumum control of seed depth and 

spacing for fast. Ul'llf·'fTTl genn~bOn ond Increased Yl8kt potential Aak a New Holland spec1811at about 
the feat~- that allow you to run at h9l'l8f'" grOU'ld speeds Without comprorn~M"tg pet1'0fTT\lU'ICe 

• AdVanced Seed Mate.-•'" technology uses a largef" 48-hole -.d dlsc: tnat t\KnS more Uowty lor 
accurate seed placoment even at NQOor ground apoeds. An Innovative vacuum de56(Jn handles 
seeds of oJI saos and ahapea 

• Aeld-proven row untta ..- zercHnde.:od depth control to BNlKe con81Stent p1ac:ament for ........... 
more even ernof'V&"C& 

• Rugged, lnnovattve toolbel" dealgn allows you to ea~ convert to narrow tmnsport poartJon 

• A bulk ftll ..ed option on large~' rT'IOd«He aJows Ia convontent. almpllflod filling 

WHEN YOU.RE READY TO DO MORE, SP SERIES PLANTERS ARE 

READY TO HELR WE.RE READY TO HELP TOO. VISIT US SOON. 

02IDIOIH~UC 

BAUMLER 
IMPLEMENT 

1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union 
(563) 422-3835 

____ ....., 



Straight rows versus 
contour rows 
By Jody Recker 

In 2001, I purchased my farm 
m section 22 of Smithfield Town­
shtp. I had rented this farm for a 
bout three years prior to the pur­
chase. I was aware of the problems 
that were occurnng with erosion. 

The farm ha~ a four to five per 
cent grade with long slopes. I de­
cided to go to the Fayette County 
SCS and check out the possibduy 
of contour I went to We;r Union 
and talked to Jerry Muff. He 
made an appomtment to come out 
to look at my farm and discuss the 
optaons I maght have. 

Jerry and LaVonne Koch came 
out looked over everythmg and 
explamed to me the benefits that 
contour would have on my farm. 

It was very hard for me to 
thm~ of tradmg m my straaght 
rows for the contour ones. After 
mu~.:h thought and con~•deratlon. I 
hnally agreed to have LaVonne lay 
nut ~orne contour huffer !'!lrips. 

lh•• lust year I didn't seed any 
gn"s buffer strips, we JUSt planted 
it all on tht: contour to see how I 
would like 11. I dad find out that 
it does take some getting used to 
planting on the contour rather than 
i.n ~\raisht f'ow ... , but\ abo .-ealiLed 

there were many benefits. 
One of the benefits that I had 

not thought of was how much bet­
ter the 12 row bean head works 
because runmng with the contour 
of the land helped keep the head 
runmng parallel to the ground. 
Another benefit of the contour 
rows. are that they help chan­
nel the water to the waterway. In 
2003, I seeded the contour buffer 
strips and was able to get even 
rows of crop bet ween the strips. 

It goe without saying that 
farming on a contour does take 
a dafferent thought process that 
farming straight rows, but once I 
saw the benefits, I feel that it is 
sure worth the added effort. Now 
as I look back over the last two 
years, I feel that it is very wonh­
while in putting in the contour 
buffer stnps. After all the heavy 
rams this past year, I was able to 
see the reduction in soil move­
ment. Several areas m the ~rass 
strips had sediment collected and 
but left tl.e soi I on the land. It is 
such a good feeling to know that! 
am doing everything in my power 
to preserve the land for the next 
generation. 

It goes to say. that without the 
help of LaVonne Koch and Jerry 
Muff and their dedication to soil 
conservation, this wo11ld have 
never become a reality. 

We Solute the Conservation Efforts by Area Citizens. 

DNR Certified 

CUSHION • for water wells and pump work! 

February, 2005 Page 5 

Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District are pictured above, 
from left to right: Collin Jensen, commissioner-elect, Rod Marlatt, assistant commissioner, Bill 
Bennett, commissioner, Joyce Trotter, commissioner, John Grafenberg, commissioner, Paul Nuss, 
commissioner, and Dick Jensen, commissioner. 

• Agri-Business Loans 

• Home Loans 

Loan officers, seated 1-r. Brent Tapper. Commerctal Loan Officer; Derek 
Hems, Loan Officer; back, Rhonda Schaufenbuel, AVP & Retail Bankmg 
Officer; Brian Reichter. VP & Senior Loan Officer; and Mark Moser VP & Ag 
Loan Officer. 

First 
National 
Bank 

Online Banking: www.fnbwu.com 

West Union 

422-3883 
St. Lucas 

778-2297 

conservation 
efforts of area 
landowners. 
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Judy Bennett Receives 
National Distinguished 
Service Award 

Judy Bennen. an Assistant 
Fayene Sod & Water Conserva­
tion D"trict Commissioner was 
honored at the ational Asso­
ciatiOn of Conservation Districts 
North Central Regional meeting 
10 Springfield, I L for her volun­
teer work. Judy was presented 
wuh the eight state North Central 
Regton's Distingui hed Service 
Award for her service as an offi­
cer of the Con ervation Districts 
of Iowa Auxiliary, an officer of 
the North Central Region of the 
National Association of Conserva­
tion Districts, and her many local 
efforts. Among her many activities 
within the local area are her hours 

given as an Earth Team volunteer 
for the USDA atural Resource 
Conservation Service, a Reach To 
Recovery volunteer for the Ameri­
can Cancer Society, hosting sev­
eral forestry field days with her 
husband teaching children how to 
plant trees, serving as an officer 
of the lllyria Community Church 
and as the Ladies Aid officer. She 
is also active in the Elgin Commu­
nity Benerment Comminee and 
other community groups. 

In early February 2005, she 
received the National Association 
of Conservation Districts Auxilia­
ry National Dtstinguished Service 
Award. Over 3,000 Conservation 

Dtstricts located in the states and 
territories of the USA are divided 
into seven regions with Judy repre­
senting the North Central Region. 
Judy i the first person from Iowa 
to be receive the national award. 
However, NACO has honored Sen­
ator Tom Harkin with us version 
of this award. 

T he Fayene SWCD congrat u­
lates Judy on receiving th is pre -
tigious award .. The District wou ld 
also like to say a big "Thank You" 
for the work she does for the dis­
trict and the support she has given 
her husband in hi conservation ef­
forts over the last twenty years. 

FAYETTE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM - 2005 
NAME: __________________________________________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS 

CITY· ----------------------------------------STATE ---------- ZIP ------------­
P110NF 

Trees are sold by the bundle (25 trees) . except for the evergreen, nut , shade, and wildlife shrub packages. There is no guarantee on stock 
<;old at these prices. C ui off dale for orders will be March 25,2005. No orders wi ll be accepted a fl er lh i., da lc. We will not ify you in 
la te Apnl when your order can be picked up. Supplies are l•mited so order early. Check must accompany your order payable to Fayette 
SWCD and returned to 120 N Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union. lA 52175-1612 

Species 

American Arborvitae {12-18") 
Black Cherry (2-3') 
Black Hills Spruce (6-12") 
Black Walnut (2-3'! 
Blue Spruce (6- 12") 
Amencan Cranberry (2-3') 
Lilac Common (12-18") 
Norway Spruce (18-24") 
American Plum (2-3') 
Red Oak (8-24") 
Red Osier Dogwood (2-3') 
Silver Maple (2-3' ) 
Wh1tc Oak (2-:n 
Wh•te Pme 02· 18") 

1<.\cr~rccn J•:,ckiiAC 
5 \Vh1te Pmc L:!-18-·. 5 Blue 
Spruce 1218' 5 Norwa) Spruce 12-18" 
l'lut Tree l,ack<tgc 
:\ ;..iorthcrn Pcc.:an 1~-lti"· 

.l Shdlbark H~ekor\ 12-llr. 
~Hazelnut 12-18·. ·_;Walnut 2-~· 
l Butternut 2-~-
Shude I ree Pucknge 
~Sugar Ma1)1c ~-4· ~ Wh1te Oak 2-3' 
1 Red Oak 2 :r 3 S1her Maple 2-3'; 
-~$\\amp Wh1tc Oal.. 2·3' 
Wildlife ~hrub Package 
3 A.rro\\\\()()(1 1.:!. 18' 
l Ha~clnut I "'-IR" l ..\meril.:an Plum 2-3' 
. ~ Red O'•cr Dogwood .:!.-J' 
~ Amcril·an Cranberry 12-18" 

Return to: 
f'a,·cttc SWCD 
t:!O 'lndu,trial Pl..w) #'.:!. 
We.,t tJmon. lA 52175-1612 
tS63) 422-lXbR l;"\1 . 3 

Price Per 
Bundle 

$40.00 
$35.00 
$40.00 
$40.00 
$40.00 
$50.00 
$35.00 
$50.00 
$40.00 
$40.00 
$30.00 
$40.00 
$45.00 
$40.00 

$55.00 

$55.00 

$<>0.00 

$55.00 

Number of 
Bundles 

Tota l 
Cos t 

Tota l of Abo'e ------­
Add 7t":'c Sales Ta"\': -----­
Tolal Payment Due ------

It's Time. 

2005 
Dixon · ZTR Mowers 

GET YOURS NOW BEFORE SPRING! 
Test dnve a Dixon ZTR FREE, our place or yours! 

Ftnanctng available See dealer for Betatls 

~(I&J ~[J)fJkJro~ 
118 Main St. , Hawkeye (563) 427-3246 

BUILDING FOR YOU, 
GROWING WITH YOU. 

TRI LUMBER is proud 
to support and be affiliated with 
area farms and businesses that 

practice safer environmental 
practices, while preserving 
water, soil, and air quality. 

TRI LUMBER CO . 
103 Railroad St., West Union 

563-422-3806 
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Memories of a Fayette SWCD Commissioner 
By Wdliam E Bennoll 

t) fi 1 memory of domg con 
scnauon 1\ 1t1es v.a v.hen we too 
out 111 of our mtcnor !cnc and put 
m new one on 1he t;ontour In 1951 
,.hen I"" a hJgh hooltrnhrnan ,.. 
pbnted rn on lhe cnruour bc..::au e 
m) dad' htahh C(•IKilll<"' v.ould not 

all<"" hom 1 1 loll lhc coghl) pound 
t>ag o( fcnohl<r up 1 1 I he bo\o f 
our lront mounf d orn planter Afttr 
lluyon my fir 1 farm m I'~"• I 1ancd 
contour tnp l.i'Oppln be alne thcrC' 

tno mu'h cr on wnh our fhe 

r~ IWI 

}C r I w ah1 10 con\uJCe the 0\\n 
1 lei me pi hi on lhc nlour 
I rcrncmhtr ~hen f{q~,ud Btl) e 

(a Soli l n en.tiiOII \crva e em 
ph ond a hogh llool fncnd d my 
tiJd') ~,mnt' wour farm 11nd 1 lerl Ill\ 
d.1d to run htr the off~ec or l.tvcttc So; I 
D1 tru:l ( ommt loner I remembe-r 
helpiRJ!: tlu\\ rd 11) out nur hn.t con 
HlUr on da1l f.trrn, my I arm. unJ a 
farm dad und I l>.MOghl on (Norlnc,.hop 
before dad ~as a LeJ to run lor com 
m1 1 ncr When d tl w • ._ hr t elcucJ 
a.scomm1 toner cnmmt 1oncr "'ere 
cJC"liC"d It the: I111U,II hahtJUCI unJ 11nJ) 

people ~ ho bou ht llclcl to the ban 
qu t ~ere: llo~cd to vote ,\ te" )C:ars 
liilter Jad ~.1 rC'C'I tt.•li "hrn C\-er)· 
one: \\8\ ullo"'nl to ,,,tc,• lor c·ornmls­
tontr 11 thetr n.uncs "'ere pl.11 .. cd on 

I he general eledmn b.:tlh11 J' he term' 
"crt" lor''' \C.tr~. I he hrst 1\\(l ll ltle\ 
I wa c' 1 I the \erm "'ere fur Sl'\ ..... 

\\e ,;!· 0\'Cr tl that e\'Cn \\ uh 

mtal 
a ten allln m1ll ~,:an. lalang the lu.l 
<1tf th ..: ... :-e nd rtt ng 11 up 1dc d''"' n 
mer a da\ tile Ice 1\:rlontetl tccl 
('ltp~ h•klupnt:h• 1n thl• '-• :1 und "'·' 
hlled \\tlh t:onuelc I he c c r ce 

Cf \\hen he .. 

gram ( ate C<.bl h rt program) 
TIJ< lood and \e<Jnl) \ 1 d 

1'1 5 re~uor d lhal land d lcrmJncd 
hoghl) crodoble needed a con\Cna 
1100 plan I h1 r qum:d m re: \\orl 
fn.,m d1 tr1 1 clfl 1al I .a h new ( :-m 
h1ll a nee then ha m<. rea ed c nscr 
\t~llon \\or~ uu..l rCijUHcd more from 
the elccled ofh 1:1! of the da,trlct 
Some I nne an the c Ia. 1 t"'cnt) )e.tr 
lhc Soli Cnn~fVlltlon Ser\ 1 e Occ.amc 
the N.ttural H.e Otlr\..e c,lfl'ifn dtlt)O 

Ser\1\.:C .mJ the So)ll Ccm,cnauun 
Dt lnct hccame the Soal & \\-atcr 
(.',,n ervutlon 1>1 trtll ·1 ht:'SC naml'S 
do u rnu..:h hcucr JOb of dthrung t"lll'h 
ol uur mi wn\ 

·\tier a penoc..l "llhout a 'late 
derl . the comm1 stoners along "'llh 
Jcrn Mull D1 tnd Con,enatu.ma't 
and Paul \altn tor the Iowa Depart 
meOl 111 ~otl C'on~natlon (no"' the 
Da\1 un ol Sotl Con'Cr~Jtulfl "''thin 
the lo"a Department of Agm:uhure 
unJ Sc..11l Consena11unJ "'ere allo"'ed 
to tnt en 1e"' pctlple lor the po,auon ot 
_,t.:lll" dcrk l'haos !""Ilion t.:hanged to 
\tat~ "~~n:lary. Lori t\:ohlme)-er \\il\ 
h1red a ... lht: llC\\o o.,c~retar) . 

When I Martcd .. ts a nunmio,: .. ,nn · 
cr, the: du.tru.:l ~uld trees, had .1 tr .. ·c 
plunter bUilt hy an 1·1..\ member .tnd 
had hit) dollars th.tt the comrmsswn 
crs '"ould us-c for local pro~ram . \\e 
tned S.C\Cral method-. 10 raasc fund-> 
so \\ c could d~"l more cclu ..... ttlonal and 
other thm~ '"the d1 tru.t I he:- eel 
tottli. "'ere \\ tlhlllll mlU.:h Ut:~.:e \\e 
deCided to hold a con n.ttu n tdut:a 
liOn held J.1~ lor thmJ grade , cu:n 
1f "e h.1d to 1.1ll" monc from our 

fullool h> ol full poccnual 
The diSin I h.u R:3<hcd out IO hnd 

"hall he pcoplc f la}ctlc t ounl 
problcrru v.lth our natural rcsourc 
and too.. '" moghl >he 1hc pnJb 

km \\c held mcdm ~ so thJI lad\ 
landoo. ncr> m1gh1 lo<llcr und ""Wnd 
go,crnmcnt prugronu. con\C'n:tll n 
~ram • and f.trm m.tnagcm :u of 
1hcor land \\ ha•c led effort> 10 pul 
conscf\ uon dn the land h) \t 111ng 
"'''h tate and federal leg• laf{lr 10 

get pmgmn nJ funJong lo pn~cCI 
our ~•ural rewu "e I ha\cn't tncd 
to get st mcunc 10 do a C'On\C'r\alton 
("QUh •. C that I haven t nlrc d) Unnc or 
been \\lllln~ to de (he tl(' I "'·'" 10 
lead 1 bv rxumple 

The dt 1nct h.t llcrn 3hlc proudc 
man) ~en'"' \\ tth cumpuler lur the 
o1111 .. e solt"'.trt' un.t\dll.thle from the 
kdaal or tate: ,;mc:rnrncnt "hen II 
\\ 1~ ueeth:d, CiPS unit , n uiiiH\ u: 
h1dc: , and .ldd111onal Mall. \\c: -h.t\t.' 
tarted c:J~ht '"alc:r~hed proJc:t:ts tn 

coopo:ro~uon "1th other dt,trKh und 
ha\e .... omplc:tcd three In ~()(I_~ tY+o 

more "'ater h~.. tl. 1 11 he t:tlmpletc:d 
The dt tnct \\a-, one ot th .. tu ' '" the 
area to prm·1de a l<tbrH. l&t) 1ng ma­
~.:htnc to tab1hre ne\\ I) ... on tru<lc:d 
v.aterv.a)S. '\o"' man) land tmprmc 
ment contractor\ hJ"e them. 1 he d1 -
tnct hao;;. aho Wtlrked "'nh the f·a}elle 
Count) Chapter of Phca ant f-orc:\cr 
tu pro"tde nall\C gra s drtll seott.e' 
v.nh thc:lr nt.HIII drill 

I am fortunatc: to ha\C ancnded 
C\'CI) .,h,lrl cuu~c. tr.untng cs.,lon. 
and reg1unal and annual meeting of 

UKe I \\ 
•oncr I h "t onh rna 

cllc \\CD mcclong "hen m) I I her 
p:> ><d l\\1) Jud) nd I ha•-c lo<<n 

ble to auend clncn unnu I mecttn 
of lhe Sauonal 1 11011 I m 

nail n l>1 tn.,;t I w prl\lk d 
to ~f\C' 1 )'C'nr on the bn.ud I da 
n: 1ors of .\( !land l<n -car> oo lhc 
ho;ord 1 dorc.a " <1f l Dl I <nJ<I>cd 
lfa\tlm~ aero the t te and nauon 
mecun • people tm hcd tn the \. n 
cnat1on mmemrnt I lrul\ behc\c 

I he~ ure lh< fon I rc pi< on lhc ""rid 
be au thC) gtH' (rrd) nf thcu tlffiC 
and resour e: to tr) to male: the Y.orld 
•lo<ncr pi « I he) d n'l k \\Mil 
tn 11 1,1r me:""' I he :\)CaD I cn.cd 
\l~;;e president, pr 1dcnt. 1nd then 
pa 1 pre tdent ga\C mC' m3n) oppor 
tunlltc:s to er\C .tnd m~tt uut t.andart!;! 
peoph: l1 . .-ould not h.l\e gncn ,all the 
lime. mont:\, and c:ltort I h.1\t tur&.:on 
~c:r\allon ~ llh«lUI the \\ hnkheorh:tl 
• upport ot m) "ah: .tnJ tam II) m 
on I} docs bean, 1 comm1 tuner thlt 
pa) an) monct.Jr} "a~e 11 rcqu1res 
)OU to pa) tor n.an) thmgs out ol }our 
o\\n pod .. ct, but the n(lrt-hnancaal re: 4 

"'ani arc "'orth 11 10 me. I tc:cl good 
abnut ha' tng ~en able tn help m:tke 
the "'orld a better pi.Jcc lor pre ent 
and future ~enerauonos. 

I ha\C al~ ~en ahle to rcprC'­
•enl lhe fa)<llc SWCD on the bo;ord 
nl d1rcctor-. ut the Northea t ln"a 
RC&D tRc.,oun:c Cun\C'nauon and 
Dnclopmenl) .slfh.:c 11 "a IMtl•d 
\Ve ha' e been abh:- to help Mart man)' 

arC' l't'\\.srdmg IKlSIIJtlr. th t gtu: )UU 
un OPP''r1unll) tn l!l\e t\.~b.L h ~lr 

~.ommutlll) and v.nriJ I "'nultl li'JC' 
)'M' 111 nut let &n)OOC Leep )Ou from 

\ollng for the IK'r n' )OU led "Ill 
k\t rrpn·~cnt )UU :.1 .1 \ (tal ~\ \\a1rr 
Conscrvdtltlll l>t In 1 (\mum 1 ncr 
l \ff) per·son thai t'i. eh~tlllc: to \"OIC' 

h.t, a nght to and hould \ot.: for the~ 
1 1 1110n~tt .. At lea! t tY. ICC' 111 th Ia I 
.:!0 )tar thts rt!!ht ha' been dented 
to man) Hltcrs 10 the Jt tu t Plea c 
pruted )OUr n~ht to \Ole on Y.hO rep 
rese-nt \ou 

In ~lo5omg. I Y.ant tu thanl enda 
and C\C'f} person 111 lhe l·a)~lte Su1l 
&: \Vater Con enauon l>tstn .... t i'l the: 
memuru: I h.l\1!' ol scnmg "'~' I\\ Ill 
till ene ~ou an other c.tp.a.CIIIr~ to 

male th1 .urea onr ot hc!itln the \\nrld 
tn ~h11.h to h'c: ""'' r.u\C" t.umly 

I han~s tur the ~1emottC.)! 

Now Booking Market 
Grain Progr 
Low commoruty prices create a need to 
get as much return as possible. Have 
you looked at what Pattison Bros. 
Programs can do fo r your bottom line? 
Pattison Bros. is currently boolcing 
programs for ... 

un (,\(() Hrdns 

• \ Jrtety \pec•tic Bon'i 

or-(,~f(_) ( orn 

• II rhnJ \po<~fic l orn 
• P.n uson Bro . B('"Jns 
• l'ourcor \~Y6~. \Sll~8 and 34 
• 1 K <9 Q9, CoO- 2 48-1 •nd 6~ \1~ 
• (, t 862~ 8~90, 8~~~ •nd 87 'll 

•n(,, 1d 6\1~. 639~ ()~41 •nd 6.391 
• (,u(J Coumn 602 •nd K..ndo 

lfyou ·,.~ alrelldy growiug it, 
you might 11s w~/1 gt't a p1Ymium for it! 

- See us about your crop insurance & grain marketing needs -

Pattison Bros. 
Fa1ette 
(56j) 425-.1361 llr 1100-632-5952 
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Support makes all the difference 
The Fayette SWCD would like to thank those who made contributions to 
the supporter club in 2004. The SWCD Commissioners and office staff 
work to educate and inform the public of the programs available to them. 
Below you will find the names of individuals and businesses of Fayette 
County and beyond who have made our programs possible. Please ac­
knowledge these people for thetr generous contributions. Through con­
tinued conservation efforts, we can all make a dtfference. 

Supporters 
Ralph W Adams 
Inez Brown 
Curt Chensvold 
Patrick Duffy 
Paul Fox 
Bernadine Grannenman 
William Kauten 
James Lem 
Howard Meaney 
William Miller 
Harry Naffziger 
Harold Popenhgaen 
Laverne R ies 
Robert Scott 
Jack Slyfield 
Bern ieee Walsh 
David Wireman 
Tim Hamlett Ltd Ptnshp 

Savers 

Mary Batterson 
Leo Buchtela 
Jim Dtemer 
Don Eberhart 
Dorothy Gilmer 
Ted Hageman 
Arltn Knief 
Berniece Lincoln 
Dorothy Medberry 
Ralph Moellers 
Robert Numedah I 
Tim Recker 
Dan Roffman 
Robert Scott Trst 
lola Stannard 
Roberta Warner 
Richard StubGnrach 

Dora Lee Albertson Don Alcorn 
Mark Arthur Lane Ash 
Floyd Baumgartner Robert Bassett 
Charles Baumler Kevin Baumler 
Don Blaker Killian Bodensteiner 
Dana Brandorff Ruth Brooks 
Elmer Buhr Bert Butikofer 
Dale Calease Emory Christensen 
William Dale Conklin Robert Cowles 
Tom Davis Stan ley Diebel 
Don Durscher Bruce Ehler 
Robert Finch Jeryl Fink 
Willys Fritz FA Gerstenberger 
L C Gray Gross Low Fms 
Willis Grund meyer Earl Haas 

orbert Hackman Dale Halverson 
Harrison Farm Randy Helgerson 
Gladys Henry Paul Hoeger 
Larry lluin ker James Ingels 
Robert Johnston Jan Kappes 
Ray Kueker E B Kunkle 
Keith Lansing Leslie Lauer & Sons 
Don Leyh Jan ita Loftus 
Irene Martin Karen Marttn 
Dorothy McAllister Mike Meyer 
Mtller Family Farm Janet Mitchell 
Gordon Murray-John Merrill erem 
Harry Pape Don Plie>ter 
Matt Porter Rausch Family Inc 
Clair Reid Reinert Farms Inc 
Helen Roberts Dean Rueber 
Curtis Sauder Henry Schmitt 
Shereen Schnor LeWayn Schrader 
Paul Schuchmann Olette Schultz 
Ron Seedorff Jed Siebrecht 
Duane Stick fort Steve Story 
Eleanor Swent Nick Teig 
Randy Tope Don Treloar 
Westgate Elevator Allen Winzenburg 
J R Wynthein William Ziegler 
Town & Country Real Estate 

Stenards 
John R Adams Paul Adams 
Marjorie Allenstem Gladys Anderson FLP 
Dorothy Bartels Bassett Pheasant Ridge 
Ron Beerman Kenneth Blockhus 
Eric Boehm Boess Family Farm 
Gay Bowden C M Bowling 
ing Jann Bowlus Stanley Boyer 
Very! Burghardt John Bunn 
Burrack Farm Inc Robert Campbell 
Citizens Savings Bank-Hawkeye 

Clayton Bonjour 
Ken Butte" 
Vern Dietzenbach 
Four Strong Ltd 
Diane Granger 
Bait Kamm 
Garland Knight 
Harry Marttn 
Marilyn Mihall 
Mike Moser 
Don Oelrich 
Robert Reilly 
lone Saboe 
Dale Schrader 
Grace Sunnes 
Ruth Whiteford 

Lavern Alcorn 
Steve Baker 
lrvm Bateman 
Edna Beerman 
Barbara Born 
Brownell Farms 
C & W Farms 
Kenton Cowles 
Steve Crider 
Leonard Dolezal 
Don Ehlers 
Eugene Franzen 
Darlene Granger 
MaxineGu mm 
Howard Hall 
Patricia Hanson 
Eugene Henn 
Bill Hogan 
Violet James 
Sam Koehler 
L & H Ranch 
Herman Lenz 
Ed nh Mann 
Dwight Maurer 
Robert Mihm 
Don Mueller 
Joyce Oldfather 
Doug Poppen 
RDR Farms 
Bonnie Retsner 
Luci lie Rueber 
Franc is Schnor 
Harry Schroeder 
Marilyn Seedorff 
Kenneth Springer 
Ernest Streicher 
Lyle TeK ippe 
Dave VanDeBerg 
John Woods 

AF Farms Ltd 
Sh trley Bagenstos 
James Beeghly 
Ron Bodensteiner 
Paul Boess 
Gertrude Bowl­
Wayne Brownell 
Gary Burger 

Tom Claassen Jerry Cole 
Corkery Farm William Corkery 
James Cue Charles I Deering 
Dave Drilling Loras Drilling & Son 
Easton's Culligan Dennis Edgar 
Dean Essig Dan Fagle 
Fi rst National Bank-West Union 
Paul Foxwell James N Franzen 
Fredericksburg Farmers Coop 
Roger Gamm Gary Gibbs 
Grimm Farms Inc Ed Gross 
Jim Halstead Roger Halvorson 
Suzanne Henn Heraty Hudson Farm, 
Keith James Glenn Janssen 
Richard Jensen Pete Kalb 
Charles Kerns Gerald Kuennen 
Daniel Lundt Robert Margroff 
Vince McFadden Kenneth Miiler 
Jeff Moellers Duane Mork 
Myron Nagle Millard Nelson Jr 
Owen Ott David Palas 
Lee Preuss Don Rausch & Sons 
Reliable lnsur. Agency Sam Ridenour 
Daryl Ruff George Schaefers 
Neil Schwake Vernon Shaw 
Charles Smith Noel Smtth 
Cyril Steinlage Floyd Stensland 
Gerald Vagt Wagner Brothers 
Dan Winter Jr Don Woods Trst 

Sustainers 
Robert Addy 
Darryl Cannon 
Alan Davis 
IVA Inc 
McMillan Brothers 
Will Ogle 
Randy Woods 

William Bennett 
Cecil Chapman 
Halstead Brothers 
Collin Jenser. 
Merkel Bowling Farms 
Russell Smith 

Betty Cook Ron Corbin 
Jim Costello Sidney Crowe 
Don Derninger John Dessel 
DRM Family Ptnshp Dummermuth Farms 
Richard Egan Robert Eitel 
First National Bank-Oelwein 
Harold Fishcer Dan Forsyth 
Keith Franzen Richard Frieden 
Mike Friederich Kenneth Friedly 
Gracy Market Ltd K Ted Green 
Loren Gross Dave Grove 
Brian Harpers Mike Heins 
Mike Holtz Kyle Jacobsen 
Lorrame Jeckel Charles Jenks 
Lynn Kelck Kerndt Brother- Savmgs 
Harlan Koester C J Lensmg 
Don Martins Maynard Savings Ban~ 
Missildine Farms Jon Mitchell 
Rodney Morse John Muench 
Gene Nuss Ron O'Kones 
Patt ison Brothers Mtke Puff 
Karel Rawson Jim Recker 
Florence Robmson Dan Rosburg 
Edmund Schmitt Steve Schmitt 
Eugene Sieck Hans Siemers 
T J Stecklein Darrell Stegga ll 
Szabo Construction Dale Ungerer 
Marcia Whitefo rd Joe Wingert 
Dennis Worden Stanley Yearous 

John Bunn 
William Claassen 
Hurdallnc 
Robert Kalb Farms 
Northeast Iowa Coop 
Rick Trotter 

Burco Farms 
Cunntngham Farms Ltd 
Rosemary Hyman 
Alice Koempel 
Paul Nuss 
Donald Ungerer 

Our lots are oveiflowing with value ... nearly I 00 new 
and used trucks, vans, suv's, luxury sedans and 
economic compacts. Visit our lots in "West Union and 
Postville and test drive one today.'.' 

... !Ill 



Soppe, 
cont. from front 

In additon to additional plant­
ings, Soppe routinely harvests 
trees from hts wood;. In 2000, 
he conducted a harvest on all 28.5 
acres. The thtnmng of the wood­
lands yielded 16.5 M BF of mainly 
wa lnut, elm, and cottonwood. 

The harve;~. he says, IS an 
e'ellent way to reJuvenate a forest 
and helps the growing process for 
seedlings planted later 

As a result of the excellent 
and creati\e management skills 
in Soppe\ woodland,, the recre ­
ational henelth like hunting in the 
area have increased. 

Lero} and hts family enJOY 
hunting tn thetr woods. so con­
sc· vtng habitat for wildlife on the 
propery ts an tmportant goal. His 
maut focus mvolves aesthetics and 
improving ttmber qual tty. 

When he is witness to in­
creased wildlife in his woods, it 
is evidence that h is conservation 
plan has been a success. He says 
it\ great motivation to continue 
the process of woodland conser­
vation. 

BUYERS 
WANTED 
FARMLAND & 
RECREATIONAL LAND 

• 235 Acres -lllyria twp., sec. 12 & 
13 in Fayette Co. 

• 85 Acres (80 tillable)- Pleasant 
Valley twp., sec. 15 & 22, in 
Fayette Co. 

• Rural building loUacreage 
with potential, close to trout 
fishing stream at Volga Lake 
Recreation Area. 
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District activities 
JA UARY 

Election of Officers, appotntment of Treasurer, and appotntment of 
Assistant Commtsstoners was held. 
CDI & NACD dues were paid. 
Civil Rights, EEO. and Mutual Agreement were reviewed wtth the 
SWCD Board. 

FEBRUARY 
Annual Plan of Work was reviewed 
Dtstnct Employee Handbook was adopted. 

MARCH 
SWCD purchased 2 Compaq IPAQ computers. 
Thtrty two I::QIP appltcauons were ranked 
Spring Regional meeting was held. 

APRIL 
Jeremy Bahls. Upper Iowa intern student, volunteered assi;tance to 
the NRCS office for field layout. 
The fayette County Volu nteer Group was chosen for the State of 
Iowa group volunteer award. 

MAY 
Mink Creek Watershed Assessment was done. 
Budget and Plans of Operations wer~ submitted for Grannis and 
Mink Creeks. 

Schedule Your Spring 
Building Needs Now 

Urban Berkes home, 
rural Fayette 

New Decra® Shingles 

Daryl Cannon's storage 
building, rural Westgate 

VicWest Steel 

. , 
Spahn & Rose 
Lumber Co. 

':A TraJition of Quality and &rvict" 

Jerry Van Sickle, Manager Bus. Maynard (563) 637·2291 

JUNE 
Breanna Lenth was htred as a htgh schooltntern to ass"t the field 
office during the summer month> with various projects when 
needed. 
Don Kamaus, CPA. will be doing the payroll for the SWCD. 
Award winner> were selected for 2004. 
Upper Maquoketa Watef\hed Coorc!inator w til be working in the 
South Fork Watershed lime and in the Upper Maquoketa 
Watershed _ lime. 
Budget and Plan of Operations were submitted for the Upper Ma 
quoketa River and South Fork Rtver. 

JULY 
I DALS D C Buffer\ Agreement was completed. 
Fayette SWCD received $28.459 tor the 2004-2005 Iowa hnanctal 
Incentive Cost-Share Program 
A new CDIIIDALS, DSC Buffer Agreement was Signed. 
Judy Bennett recetved the NACD North Central Region 
Distinguished Service award at the North Central Regional meeting 
in Springfield , I L. 
Fayette SWCD had a hooth at the Fayette County fair. 
Fayette County is ranked #2 tor contour buffer strips in the state. 
Tree planting also ranked high. 
Grannis Creek Watershed Coordinator will be working in the Mink 
Creek Watershed. 

AUGUST 
Mink Creek 2005 budget was reviewed. 
Fayette SWCD received $7,940.00 fo r REAP Practices program 
Fayette SWCD received $1,985.00 for REAP Forestry program. 

SEPTEMBER 
Fall Regional meeting was held. 
Fa rm Bureau banquet was held in Fayette. 
The EQIP meeti ng was held with the loca lly led group at Kerndt 
Brothers Savings. 
Upper Maquoketa 2005 budget was reviewed. 
Upper Maquoketa Annual Meeting was !.old at Backbone Country 
Club. 
A new Watershed Bureau will be established wi thi n the Division of 
Soil Conservation. 

OCTOBER 
Iowa State Forestry Field Day was held at the William Bennett 
farm. 
Lisa Bahe was hired at a temporary District Employee. 
SWCD Employee evaluations were completed. 
Grann is Creek Watershed Coordinator is working in the Mink 
Creek Watershed and the Grannis Creek Watershed. 

NOVEMBER 
A 1\ukey River Water hed Coordinator will be hired for promoting 
CR P in Chickasaw, Clayton and Fayette counties. 
Annual Conference was held in Mar halltown. 
Fayette SWCD received $2,933.00 in supplementa l cost-share lor 
REAP Fore try program. 
EQIP changes were made for the 2005 program . 
The Turkey Rtver and Wapsiptnicon Rivers were approved for the 
Conservation Security Program (CSP) taktng tn 94% of 
Fayette County. 

DECEMBER 
NACD dues were pa td. 
Approximately 155 Emergency Conservation Program CECP) 
applicattons have been signed up for flood damage repatr 
Informational Conservatton Security Program meeting wa~ held in 
We ·t Union. 
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South Fork of the Maquoketa River watershed sustains 
significant damage and soil loss due to flooding 
By Tom Sperfslage, Fork of the Maquoketa River Wa- these wetlands helped to dissipate -------=-----------, 
Environmental Specialist ter Quality Project officially start- flood water, and keep damage to a 
Iowa Department of Agriculture ed operations with a goal of help- minimum. Since the 1920's many 

Flood wmers raced through ing watershed residents improve of these wetlands were tiled out in 
the South Fork of the Maquoketa the quality of water that reaches order to gain cropland. 
Riwr watershed at least five sepa- the R1ver and eventually Backbone So far. landowners m the wa­
rate times this past summer, caus- Lake. Sponsors for the project tershed have been receptive to 
mg significant damage to infra- include the local SWCD's, EPA, restoring wetlands back 111 areas 
structure and tremendous soil loss DNR, Iowa Dept of Ag, NRCS where they were once found. In 
from farm fields. and others. It JS estimated that the fact, one South Fork Maquoketa 

The South Fork Maquoketa South Fork Maquoketa proJect will watershed landowner plans to re­
River runs through the southeast be m operat1on for 3-5 years. store 37 acres of cropland to wet­
corner ol Fayette County, west Below IS a photograph from land 111 the spnng of 2005. Many 
of Starmont Schools. The South the watershed documenting the times, the Conservation Reserve 
Fork confluences with the Upper power of the flood water and the Program offers financial incen­
Maquoketa River in Backbone resulting scour holes. The dam- tives to do the work. Wetlands are 
State Park, and forms the upper age depicted in the photograph oc- critical to water quality ... and they 
reaches of Backbone Lake. The curred over an area a lmost 55 acres work wonders for reducing the ef­
South Fork has a drainage area of in size. For all practical purposes, fects of damaging floods. 
about 36,400 acres, 88% (32,000 this particular field is essentially 
acres) of which is used for crop no longer usable for crop produc­
production. The communities of tion. 
Lamont and Aurora are located Historically, the South Fork 
either fully or partially inside the Maquoketa was filled with thou­
watershed boundaries. sands of wetlands, especially in the 

In late July 2004, the South floodplain. Among other benefits, 

PLANTER & DRILL 
SERVICE CLINIC 

· Wednesday, March 2 
10:00 am meeting 

Featuring David Moline 
Area Manager of Product Support for john Deere Co. 

BONUS: All attendees of the planter clinic will 
receive a VIP coupon good for $10.00 off any 

purchase at the dealership. 
Lim•t one per person. Coupon must be used the day of the planter clinic. 

Above is a photograph from the watershed documenting the 
power of the flood water and the resulting scour holes. The 
damage depicted in the photograph occurred over an area 
almost 55 acres in size. For all practical purposes, this particular 
field is essentially no longer usable for crop production. 

First National Bank , 

Oelwein salutes the soil 

and water conservation 

efforts of area landowners. 

Your work today will 

benefit Fayette County 

residents for generations 

to come. 

Thank you. 

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT 
1900 S Frederick Ave. , Oelwein 

(319} 283-4371 or (800} 498-4371 
J

111 First 
1/ationa/ 
Bank 

,.-~ ... -.iii_ iii' .. ~ .... ,. 

1 WCharles & 
201 S Frederick 

(319) 283-2524 or 1-800-568-4239 
www.fnboelwein.com 

"Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer" JOHN DEERE -""" 
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J ULY I , 2003 through J UNE 30, 2004 

District Revolvin g Fund 
Begmning Balance 
Receipts 

Quality Monitoring 
Fabric I nco me 
Grain Drill income 
IM Reimbursement 
Houg Money Market Transfers 
Money Market Transfers 
Regional Meeting Income 
Supporter Club 
Tree Sales 
Upper Maquol.eta Reimbursement 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

E\pcnse~ 

AT\' 
Donation~ 

Education 
hlhm 
(,ift~ Cli\'en 
GPS 
Gmm Drtll 
Grann1' Creek 
Houg Property 
JM Commi~sioner 
1\!0flke 
Mect111g Expenses 
Memorials 
Office Supp1ic, 
Postage 
Sales Tax 
Trees 
Upper Maquoketa Rtver 

Endmg Balance 6/10/04 

Checkmg Savings 
Beg11mmg Balance 
Interest Earned 

Ending Balance 6/30/04 

$1.480.20 

958.00 
408.72 

1.500.00 
2,043.23 

10.86-l.OO 
24.00 

1.124.00 
4,343.15 

821.31 

$n.o&o . .tl 

$21.566.61 

$334.74 
200.00 

2.8'l7.40 
2.883.28 

40.00 
338.70 
408.72 
365.58 

2,138.63 
1,383.40 

123.84 
816.03 
35.00 

1,967.49 
957.59 
959.00 

4,94198 
1.582.34 

$22.373.72 

$1.192.89 

$668.48 
3.05 

$671.53 

By Rick Klann 
Upper Iowa University 

Upper Iowa University con­
ducted llllllal water quality moni­
tortng on Granms Creek from 
April through November of 2001. 
Momtortng recommenced in July 
of 2002 and continued through 

ovember of 2004 Samples were 
collected monthly from three sites 
along the creek. Additionally. sam­
ples were collected immediately 
follO\\ing 'ignificant rain e"·ents 
(more than 0.6 tnchcs of ra1n '" a 
12 hour period). 

Each sample ""s anaJy,ed for 
the followmg phys1cal and chem1 

cal paramcte" of '"Iter qual 
Ity· temperaWil ;'H, condu<.:tivlly. 
di,solved oxygt.:n antltut b11..lit.J are 
measured on site, wh1le samples 
returned to the lab are analyzed for 
suspended solids. fecal coliform 
bacteria, ammonia. nitrate· nurite. 
total nitrogen. soluble react1ve 
phosphorus and total phmphorus. 

T\\ ice a year (May and Sep­
tember). each site was sampled 
for benthic macroinvertebrates 
(primarily insects and scuds that 
live on the bottom) Since differ­
ent ~pecics of benthtc macroinver­
tebrates vary with respect to their 
abil1ty to tolerate pollution, they 
can be very useful as indicators 
of water qualuy. Speciheally, they 
can tndicate input of pollution that 
may be missed by a monthly sam­
plmg regime. 

Despite efforts to 1mprove the 
water quality of Grannis Creek 
through land improvement prac­
tices, the water quality of Gran­
nis Creek declined during the 
monitoring period. 2003 and 2004 
were interesting years in terms 
of precipitation , both in respect 
to the frequency of rainfall and 

HERCULEJC'I 
ln•ttct Protection 7rm 
The Better BT -y 

Pionee~ brand corn hybrids with 
HERCULEX' I INSECT PROTECTION 
available at... fiJi,) 

Schroeder Feed & Seed PIONEER. 
Hawkeye•427·5310 -~ 

the amount of rainfall per event. 
Although ram events during the 
spri ng and summer were few and 
far between (particularly m 2003), 
when it did rain . we often received 
an inordmately large amount of 
precipitation The summers of 
2003 and 2004 were marked by 
a large number of significant rain 
events 111 which there were two 
days or more of heavy rain. 

Light rains allow the water to 
percolate through the ground 
Th1s water is filtered before 11 re­
turns to the surface at a spnng 
or seep. Heavy ramfalls saturate 
the ground. Any ram that falls 
after the soil IS saturated w1ll not 
be able to percolate and he fiJ. 
tered. Instead, it nows directly to 
streams as runoff Runoff from 
bare ground >trips topsoil (?nd 
the chemicab it contams) and car 
ries 11 to the stream. Buffer strips 
are so valuable becau"e they can 
perform the I uncllon of filtrallon, 
limiting the amount of sed1mcnt 
carried by runoff. 

The heavy ra1ns that fell this 
past summer Jed to a tremendous 
amount of sediment introduced to 
Grannis Creek by runoff Many 
organic pollutants (mtrogen and 
pho,phorus) were washed m as 
well. as evidenced by the increase 
in aquatic vegetation (normally, 
nitrogen Jnd phosphorus levels are 
low, limiting plant growth). 

When comparing data from 
2002 to that from 2003 and 2004. 
an examinat1on of individual pa­
rameters of water qualuy pro­
duced some striking results . Mea­
surements of turbidity, which are 
normally Jess than 10, exceeded 
4000 following significant rain 
events. indicating a tremendous 
influx of sediment into the stream. 
On average. levels of phosphorus 

were two to three times higher, 
and measurements of suspended 
solids were two to four times high­
er. Measurements of nitrogen also 
mcreased. but not as "1gnificantly. 

There was a dramatic change 
m the benthic macroinvertebrate 
community mhabitmg the stream. 
There was a decline in the num­
ber of species found at each of the 
three "ites. Many "pecies that could 
not tolerate the increase in organic 
pollution disappeared from the 
sample sites. Those species that 
could tolerate the increased pol­
lution thnved and produced abun 
dant numbers of mdh iduals at the 
expense of the le>S tolerant spe ­
cies. 

As far as fecal coliform bac­
teria were concerned. levels of 
bacteria tended to be higher fol­
lowing significant rain events. as 
runoff introduced bacteria from 
animal manure. It was not unu~ual 
for these levels to exceed the limit 
set for water sources with pnmary 
contact recreation (such as swim­
ming). Though Grannis Creek IS 

not utilized for swimming. it does 
see significant use from anglers 
who come into contact with water 
in the .s ream. 
Most of the sediment and nutrient" 
entered the creek through what 
IS normally a dry run that joins 
Grannis Creek immediately below 
the spring. This dry run courses 
through a significant portion of the 
watershed and only carries water 
following heavy rain events. 

Land improvement practic­
es are the key to maintaining a 
healthy Grannis Creek. It is clear 
that additional efforts are needed 
to reduce the sediment load car­
ried by runoff and to make sure 
that runoff is filtered of organic 
pollutants. 

o.S. SUPPt~ 
(JIWN SYSTEMs # 

1105 North Frederick Ave. 
Oelwein, lA 50662 • Rental 

·Livestock 
Equ1pment 

• Treated Lumber 
· Bulk Na1ls/ 
Screws 

Phone: 319-283-5820 
• Dimensional 

Lumber 
• Plywood 
·Sheet Rock 
•CraneSeMCe 

• Hardware 
• Paslode Na1ls 
• Welding 
Supplies 

• Free Delrvery 

Fax: 319-283-5821 
gssupply@trx1nc.com 

~ 

.11w~ml&~ ~tj: .11W&m 
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Where Have All the Oak Trees Gone 
By Greg Heidebrink 

In the 60's Peter, Paul and 
Mary were wondering " Where 
Have A II the Flowers Gone?" Over 
the next 2 decades, I think we will 
be asking "where have all the oak 
trees gone?" The "times they are 
a changing" and so are our forests. 
In the Forest Service inventory 
from 1974, 67% of Iowa's forest 
re ource was the oak/hickory tim­
bertype. In the 1990 survey it was 
37%. Why is this happening? The 
answer is succession. Succession 
is the natural transition of a plant 
community from an early invader 
type spec1es to a chmax species. 
We all know what happens to a 
grass field surrounded by timber. 
If no mowing or burn1ng is done, 
111 15 to 25 years the field may 
look like a new forest. This is the 
process of succession. In the past, 
fire was responsible for keeping 
succes ion at bay. As we all know 
there aren't many prairie fires 
anymore. Our timbers are slowly 
converting from Oak/hickory to 
Maplefba swood. Fire keeps thin 
barked trees like maple and bass­
wood out of the understory while 
the thicker barked oak and walnut 
are unaffected. Once a timber gets 

to the Maple/basswood timber 
type, without major disturbance 
it will never go back. The reason 
for this is that species like maple 
and basswood are very shade tol­
erant and can regenerate under the 
shade of the parent trees. Species 
like oak and walnut are not shade 
tolerant. They have to have fu ll 
sunlight to regenerate. So you can 
see that without fire or certain log­
ging practices, Northea t Iowa will 
naturally convert to a Maple/bass­
wood timber type. This is not all 
bad, because this community pro­
VIdes beautiful "'Cathedra l" forests 
and is a JOY to work in. It is very 
easy to manage this community of 
trees. The down ide is that this 
reduces d1versity on our timbers 
and IS bad for wildlife. There are 
over 80 spec1es of animals in Iowa 
that eat acorns so 11 is important to 
keep oak trees around. 

Recently I was watching a 
show on pub I ic television about 
the history of logging. The show 
was quite interesting and !learned 
a lot about how logging developed 
in the United St1tes in the early 
1800's. As I usually do with most 
shows about timber management 
and forestry in today's media, I 

found something troubling about 
the program. They painted a very 
poor picture of clearcutting. In 
their defense, logging and forest 
management was not a very pretty 
picture in the 1800's, but this does 
not mean that the management tool 
they were using was bad; it was 
the way in which the tool was used 
that was bad. This is also true in 
Northeast Iowa. One of the best 
ways to set back or alter succes­
sion is to use harvesting methods 
like clearcutting or a shelterwood 
cut (A shehenvood cut is a 2 stage 
clearcut). A clearcut is not a bad 
thing if used correctly. It is not the 
end of a forest but the beginning 
of a new one. This does not mean 
that it is the only answer either. 
There are many things that should 
be considered before doing th1s 
type of management. You should 
look at the effects that it will have 
on esthetics, wildhfe and plant 
communities 111 the area. These 
effects can be both positive and 
negative. A clear cut creates very 
dense and brushy wildlife cover in 
its early stages and is very benefi­
cial to some species. It may also 
be detrimental to others if their 
habitat niche is mature woodlands. 

One ways that this can be rem­
edied is to adjust the size of your 
cut. In the 1800s the size of the cut 
equaled the side of the mountain , 
today in Iowa it may be 3 acres out 
of 30 acres of woodland, or it may 
be 5 out of 10. It will all depend 
on the landowner's goals and the 
ability of the timber to respond. 
The thing to keep in mind is that 
clearcutting is not a bad thing. It is 
a great way for us to grow oak and 
walnut trees in Iowa. 

I get to work in an ecosys­
tem that provides beauty, solace, 
habitat, clean water, lumber and 
the list goes on. The great thing 
about timber/woodlands/forests is 
that they are renewable resources. 
I know that with wise manage­
ment, this ecosystem will be there 
for my children, grand children 
and generations to come. I know 
where the oak trees are, and would 
like to keep them there for years to 
come! 

Need to Overhaul Your 
Farm Insurance? 
Now is the time to look 
over more than just your 
planting equipment. 

Call us today to plow 
through your farm insurance 
policy. Your coverages may 
need to grow to keep up with 
your farming operation. 

FA/{){iJTUAl 
JnsurJnce - lor Town .1nt1 F.1rm 

A POUCY OF WORKING TUGETHER. 

Jeff Miller Insurance 
109 S Vine St., West Umon 563-422-5810 

[p D &}[ill Q D [ill~ Q~rtheQgw~[~~our seg 
feed and field application source 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR and Plan to Attend our 

CROP FAIR 
at the NICC Dairy Center in Calmar 

Co-hosted by the Iowa Corn Promotion Board and the Iowa Corn Growers Association 

This is a FREE program, featuring an extensive presentation on 
"Planting Techniques for Better Yields " by Kevin Kimberley and Dave Smoldt 

and a talk on 
"Defending Iowa's Livestock Producers " by Rex Hoppes 

The program begins at 10 am and concludes at 3 pm, 
and includes a complimentary lunch provided by Northeast Iowa Coop 

For information or to reserve a seat, contact: 
Kent Appler at Northeast Iowa Coop 563-423-5293 

Clermont (563) 423-5293 
Maynard (563) 637-2285 
Sumner (563) 578-3214 

Elgin (563) 426-5566 
Arlington (563) 633-3415 
Winthrop (319) 935-3336 

With facilities 1n Lamont, Randalia, Volga 



Iowa Soil Conservation Award 
winner for Fayette County, 
Bill and Marge Strudhoff 
By LaVonne Koch, 
Soil Conservation Technician 

William (Bill) and Marge 
Strudhoff started farming on his 
parents farm in 1954 after Bill 
returned home from the Korean 
War. They have been married for 
forty eight years and are parents 
of four children; David and his 
wife, Denise, Paul, Kim and her 
husband Kelly, and Michelle. Bill 
graduated from Upper Iowa Uni­
versity with a teaching degree and 
Marge has a Nursing degree. 

The Strudhoff's built a house 
on the other 80 acres of the farm to 
make room for the children. When 
Bill's parents purchased the farm 
they purchased u in eighty acre 
plot, first the farmstead eighty. 
Both building sites are very well 
groomed. The property line fenc­
es are very well kept up and have 
gooJ weed control. 

During Bill and Marge's early 
farming days, they had 30-head 
of beef cows, raised the calves to 
400-pounds, raised corn, hay, and 
pasture. In 1965, Bill began teach­
mg at 1\JTkey Valley School and in 
1978, he decided to sell the cows 
and rent the farmland. The farm 
ground then went to a corn and 
bean rotation, tiled and cropped 
the pasture. 

Bill and Marge have faced 

some challenges over the past 
years. One afternoon when Marge 
was driving home, a dust storm 
occurred. South of their house soil 
was blowing across the road so bad 
she needed to use headlights to see. 
This occurred for two more days. 
Then in 1999, the area was hit with 
a heavy rain storm. Bill and Marge 
saw the amount of rilling that oc­
curred on the farm. This prompted 
them to get conservatiOn on the 
land and stop erosion even though 
the land is marked Not Highly 
Erodible. They showed interest in 
several practices, field windbreak, 
shelterbelt, contour buffer strips, 
and waterways. They have com­
pleted all of these practices and 
are still thmking about construct­
ing a shallow water wetland for 
w1ldlife. Currently, 23.4 acres 111 

Contour Buffer Strips, 5.9 acres in 
Grassed Waterways and 19.2 acres 
in Windbreaks and Shelterbelts 
with a total of 48.5 acres in Con­
servation Reserve Program. 

The Strudhoffs give lots of 
credit to their son, Dav1d , who did 
the paper work to get these prac­
tices completed, their farmstead 
renter, Norman Gee, who d•d the 
seeding and planting of trees, and 
Pat Rochford, who rents the land 
and allowed the contour buffer 

strips and farms the land on the 
contour. Bill stresses how impor­
tant good communication and 
planning plays 111 putting conser­
vation on the land. 

Bill believes that maintenance 
on the practices now established is 
very Important. He has hired his 
farmstead renter who is a land­
scaper to control the weeds and 
keep the trees healthy. The shel­
terbelt on the north and west side 
of Bill's home is hand weeded not 
only to control weeds but as thera­
py for Bill. 

This past year with the heavy 
rains, the ~ir11dl ,ff's farm was put 
to test. Bill and Dav~ drove the 
farm and were totally amazed at 
the m1mmal s01l movement and 
damage that had occurred. This 
made them a firm believer of these 
conservation practices that were 
applied to the land. 

Bill and Marge are very proud 
of their farm as it looks today. As 
you walk into the front door of 
their house, there hangs a photo 
of the farm with all the practices 
implemented. 

Bill 's goal in life is to keep 
the farm a place for wildlife, have 
good conservation on the land and 
keep the land in good condition for 
the next generation. 

Not evezy season 
is filled with 
rainbows 
But With Revenue Assurance IRAI protection from Farmers Crop Insurance 
Alhance, you can plant With conJ1dcncc and ccrtamry. With Revenue Assurance 
IRAI your revenue will be protected from any weather-related losses, with added 
protection for the price! 

Make sure there's someth.mg at the the end of the rambow trus season. Protect 
your mcome w1th Revenue Assurance IRAI from Farmers Crop Insurance Alliance . 

• &lJER.& 
-IP. l.UER 

INSURANCE AGENCY, LTD. 
123 N Yin(', Wes-t Union 

(S63) 422-3871 
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SWCD financial report 

IM BUDGET 
Allocation 

USE OF STATE FUNDS 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

JULY I, 2003 THROUGH JUNE 30,2004 

Commissioner Expenses 
Office Supplies & Expenses 

3M BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM 
2003-2004 Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Total Allocation 
Allocated 
Spent 
Balance 

2002-2003 Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Total Allocation 
Allocated 
Spent 
Balance 

2001-2002 Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Total Allocation 
Allocated 
Spent 
Balance 

2004 REAP Practices Re-Allocation 
Allocation 
Spent 
Reallocated under 2005 Funds 

2004 REAP Forestry Re-A llocation 
Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Spent 
Recalled 
Reallocated under 2005 Funds 

2004 Volga Lake Allocation 
Spent 
Recalled 

$1,500.00 
$1,383.40 

$123.84 

$28,459.00 
11,915.50 

40,374.50 
26,214.90 
10,882.70 
$3,276.90 

$16,979.00 
34,576.00 
51,555.00 
35,158.79 
8,727.25 

$7,668.96 

$43,659.00 
14,569.00 
58,228.00 

5,957.50 
52,008.44 

$262.06 

$14,190.62 
$7,968.00 

$12,358.28 
$9.800.34 

$375.00 
$1,992.00 
$5,174.00 

$286.33 
$842.17 

$6,412.50 

$17,187.00 
$5,597.14 

$11,589.86 

Keeping You 
In Touch! 

Your Authorized Agent for: 

DIRECTV 

*US. Cellular 

HAWKEYE 1 ~a~k~:~"· 
TELEPHONE 427-3222 
"Call Today for Satellite TV at its Best!" 
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Fayette SWCD and Iowa SSCC 
meet with state legislators 

Fayette SWCD along · Conserva­
tion Committee member Jodi Kerns met wtth state legislators in Des Moines. They met wtth 75 of 
of the 150 members as several of the legislators were in Washington D. C. that day Among the 
other legislators they met with and discussed conservation issues with were Senators Brunkhort 
and Zieman and Representatives Lalk and Gipp. Pictured from left: Bill Bennett- Fayette SWCD, 
Senator Brian Schoenjahn, Will Ogle - Fayette SWCD, Richard Jensen - Fayette SWCD, Jodi 
Kerns - Iowa SSCC, and Representative Roger Thomas. 

CONSERVATION 
IMPACT 
• Pond & wetland wildlife preservation 
• Improved field water drainage, less corrosion 
• Windbreaks decrease soil loss to high wind 
• No-till and Low-till reduces soil loss to wind & rain 
• Less chemical runoff means cleaner well water 

Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank is proud to 
support the efforts of area conservationists. 

erndt 
Savings Bank 

Your Financial Family Since 1856 
online banking: www kemdtbrothers .com 

Clermont- 200 M1ll SL 
(563) 423-5267 

Harpers Ferry- 315 West Chestnut St 
(563) 586-2166 

t:sJ)'SJ81:~ 1 M~i(~, 577-5272 

West Union - 205 North Vine Sl 
(563) 422-6072 Of (800) 568-4235 

EZ Phone Banking: (868) 527.,..231 
or (563) 538-*049 

Member FDIC 

• Excavating (All Types) • Terraces 
• Demolition • Waterways 
• Water and Sewer • Ponds 

(563) 864-7515. 1-888-864-7518 
152 S. West Street, Postville, lA 52162 

Terry Szabo, President 



Accomplishments 
for 2004 
Practices 
Comour Farmmg 
Contour Buffer Stnps 
Filler Strips. Wildllle Hab11at Buffers, Wetland Buffers 
Grade Stabilization Structures 
Grassed Waterways 
[1\·estod. FxcluSion 
Manure Storage Structure~ 
Nutnent Management Applied 
Pe"t Management 
Prescribed Gra11ng 
Residue Managmenl 
R1parian Forest Bulfers 
Stnpanppmg 
Terrace\ 
Timber land Improvement 
Tree & Shrub Plamings 
Upland & Wetland Wildlife Habitat Managemenl 
Water & Sed1ment Control Basms 
Wetland Restorauon 
Conservauon Reserve Program (CRP) 

Amount 
1.396 ac. 
1.078 ac. 

10,507 ac. 
2 structures 

I 22.4 ac. 
1.573 ac. 

4 ~tructures 
192 ac. 
~4 ac. 
45 ac. 

1,156 ac. 
23 ac. 

323 ac. 
9.650 fl. 
240 ac. 
116 ac. 

1,364 ac 
3 structures 

81 ac. 

Total Contracts = ~.147 Total Acres 26.240 acres 

TURKEY RIVER 
FOREBTRY 

Buying Logs or Standing Timber 

563-426-5851 or 380-9599 

Specializing in Organic, 
Non GMO, and ldentitv Preserved 

Crop Planning and Crop Programs 

Orgamc Corn and Soybeans 

Contracts With year.round delivery 

VNNJ sunrich.com 
1nf~nrich com 

Non·GMO soybean prem1ums up to +$2 CBOT 

Premrums available for food grade soybeans Include popwr varteties from 
Iowa, Pioneer, Asgrow. Stine, Gold Country, NK. and more! 

Call today to see if your beans 
qualify for a premium! 
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Trout population trend in 
Grannis looks lavorable 
By: Came Davis, Grannis 
Creek Watershed Coordinator 

Grano is Creek , located 1n cast­
ern Fayenc County. is a cold water 
trout stream that has been the sub­
Ject of a watershed proJect the last 
three year>. One ol the goals of 
the proJect has been to have Gran­

"" Cree~ support a v.ablc, pro­
ductiVe. and naturally rcproducmg 
populauon of brown and possibly 
rambow trout 

Sedimentation is a major cause 
of decreased trout habitat, Imped­
ing trout populations. Slit will fill 
up the deep holes and buries the 
gravel and rocky habitat that trout 
need. Exccss1ve ~ed1menta110n '" 
a trout strea~o. 1bsorbs sunlight 
causing water temperature~ to nse, 
wh1ch can be very harmful to trout 
which need cool water tempera­
tures to survive. 

During the summer ol 2004 
Big Springs Fish Hatchery in 
Decorah rc-sampled a portion 
of Grannis Creek open 10 public 
fishing. The area was sampled l>y 
scndmg an electrical current into 
the water that sltlns the fish long 
enough to be caught, weighed, and 
measured. They arc then relea.,ed 
back into the stream unharmed 

Th1s same area was previously 
sampled 111 2002 so some com­
parisons can be made between the 

two samplings. For !Ius sampling 
fish over 6 inches in length arc 
considered aduhs. There has been 
a significant mcrcase 111 the popu­
lallons of both rainbow and brown 
trout in Grann1s Creek. The num­
ber of ram bow trout mcreased 31 % 
and brown trout increased 26% in 
the two years between samplings. 
Overall hcahh, which is based on 
relative weight, was also deter­
mined to be good for both spe­
cies. 

While it" difficuh to p1npo1111 
the exact reasonc;; for th1..., increase, 
the vast amount of conservation 
practices that have been imaallcd 
within the watershed recently can 
claim credn fur a large part of this 
increase. Since the proJects mcep-

lion in 2002, watershed landown­
ers have worked together 10 make 
great advances in conservation. A 
wide variety of practices have been 
completed within the watershed. 
I am mal manure structure 
2 grade stabilization proJects 
(ponds) 
60 acres contour buffer strips 
396 acres no-till 
3::!8 acres nutrient management 
19.6 acres pasture management 
4,222 feel of terraces 
18 water and sediment control ba­
sans 
4.7 acres of warerway rees1abltsh 
mcnt 
1,930 feel of stream bank stabili­
zation 
2.4 acres wildlife habitat buffer 
36.2 acres filler strips 
10 acres of ripanan buffer 
1.0 acre CR P waterways 
over 420 acres have been enrolled 
into the general CRP program 

TOLL FREE 1-888-BIRDNOW (1-888-247-3669) 

The producers within the wa­
tershed should be commended on 
the amount of best management 
practice; that have been imple­
mented in this area. Hopefully 
this is just the beginning of a great 
fuwre for Grannis Creek. 

cHovoour www.birdnow.com @ 
A-..rJ f.dll B UICK 

WFU aETHIU ~ 

Don Rausch & Sons 

Pondt • Tetrace 
Site Preparation 

Crading • Excavating 

Construction 
can take care of your on-£he-farn1 

co nstruction needs. We are also 

proud to assist in the efforts 

toward proper soil conservation and 

protecting our resou rces for t he future. 

Call for more information on 
how we can help you. 

563-534-7356 
Fort Atkinson 
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Conservation Days a success 
Fayette Tops in the 
State for CRP Contracts 

By Richard Jensen 
One of our districts most suc­

cessful efforts is the Outdoor 
Conservation Field Days for third 
graders. If you don "t know what 
event I'm referring to. these thank­
you note out of hundreds written 
by kids will enlighten and amuse 
you. Teachers and students alike 
from all over the county look for­
ward to our annual three day Sept. 
field and forest educational fun 
days. The combined efforts of 
many are the key to the success of 
this hands on conservation learn­
mg program. Nearly 400 kids 
rotate through 8 stations including 
Woodlands, Bees. Wildlife, Pond, 
Soil, Erosion. Recycle and our 
newly added Safety Skit. A huge 
mid-day picnic was enjoyed by all 

as the Fayette Co. Pork Producers 
serve those yummy pork burgers. 

For many of these 3rd graders 
it is their first experience and op­
portunity to gain an understand-

Dear Fayette SWCD, 
It was fantastic to see the bees. 

I never knew that they would stay 
on the outside of the h1ve when it 
was full of honey. It was funny 
when the carp fish jumped out of 
the guys hands and flopped all 
over the ground! I loved farm 
safety because the crow was re­
ally, really funny. Woodlands was 
cool because I never knew that the 
number of rings that were in the 
middle of the tree was how old it 
was. Thank you for the delicious 
pork burgers. That was the best 
part! 

Your friend, Kimberly 

Citizens Savings Bank 
427-3255 • Hawkeye csbank@nctinsJJet 

r By Jerry Muff and Lisa Bahe proximately 8800 acres. These 30 

f~ 

ing of the natural env1ronment 
they live in. With this early in life 
encounter with nature the student 
will grow up with a respect and 
appreciation for the land. 

Dear Fayette SWCD, 
Thank you for mviting us to 

your farm. I really learned a lot at 
your place. I had fun at the erosion 
station. I thought the pond station 
was Interesting. I had a fun trip on 
the hay wagon. I also had fun at 
the Farm Safety. I had fun walk­
ing through the corn. I thought the 
lunch was excellent. I had fun at 
the lines and soil and the recycling 
station. 

Sincerely, 
Matthew 

A recent report shows Fayette 
County to lead the state in total 
CRP contracts with 2,147. This 
is primarily due to the high rate 
of application for the continuous 
CRP (CCRP) or buffer strips. 

The buffer strips are designed 
to improve water quality which is 
why they are placed next to rivers, 
streams or wetlands. They are es­
tabltshed to grass. native pra1rie or 
trees and are typically 30 feet to 
180 feet w1de. There arc also many 
wetland development or restoration 
practices wh1ch can be enrolled m 
the CCRP. 

These buffer practices are 
very effective in filtering out ag­
ricultural related pollutants before 
entering rivers. ~treams or wet­
lands. Research has shown that up 
to 90% of the nitrates and atrazine 
concentrations mov1ng through 
the soil solution are reduced by the 
buffer strips. The resulting con­
centrations would be well below 
the maximum contaminant levels 
specified by the EPA. In many cas­
es sediment is also retained in the 
buffer strips and kept from moving 
into our perennial streams. 

The CCRP pays annual rental 
payments in addition to signup 
incentive payments. These pro­
grams have high rates of cost share 
along with man) bonus incentives 
included with the annual rental 
payments. The average annual 
rental payment for Fayette County 
is $128.96 per acre. 

One of the most heavily ap­
plied buffer practice is contour 
buffer strips. So far, Fayette 
County has contract on over 2200 
acres which benefit or protect ap-

Furniture • Floor Coverings 
Window Treatments • Bedding 

INTERIORS 
FURNITURE & flOOR COVERINGS 
112 W Greene St., Postville -(563) 864-7541 

Interiors Salutes Area Conservationists! 

feet wide grass strips are laid out 
on the contour and alternate with 
row crops. Therefore, they not 
only filter the runoff at regular in­
tervals on the slope . but are effec­
tive m reducmg sot! erosion within 
the field . 

Bottomland T1mber IS an ex­
cellent practice for ftoodplam ar­
eas. Many farmers that encoun­
tered flooding this pa>t year have 
decided to plant hardwood trees 
to reduce soil erosion and down­
stream Oooding impacts. Timber 
also promotes carbon sequestra 
tlon and provides habttat for wild­
life. 

CCRP also has several wet­
land restoration and or develop­
ment practices. Wetlands 1mprove 
water quality. reduce floodmg 
1mpacts and provides excellent 
habitat for wildlife. Establishing 
wetland areas entail~ excavation. 
seeding and possibly breaking tile. 
However. breaking tile may seem 
like a big job. the benefits received 
by restoring wetlands are worth­
while. 

Many different options to pro­
duce a wetland are available. The 
first is shallow water areas for 
wildlife producing excellent habi­
tat . Produced on all soil types tl 

is typically 6-18" deep. The sec­
ond option is wetland restoration. 
located on floodplains recharges 
groundwater. A minimum 20 foot 
buffer is required. A third option 
is farmable wetlands pi lot wetland 
located in upland hydric soils not 
located in floodplains. The aver­
age soil rental payment for farm­
able wetlands pilot wetland in 
Iowa is $164/ac. Producing wet­
lands not only have great soil rent­
al payments, but are excellent for 
the environment. 

Many people in the office have 
contributed to buffer installation. 
Joe Wingert and I, Lisa Bahe, are 
SWCD employee whose sala­
ries have been paid tn the past by 
many conservation partners such 
as Conservation Di tricts of Iowa, 
IDA LS Division of Soi I Conserva­
tion. Pheasants Forever both lo­
cal and state, RCS. and Fayette 
County Supervisors. We have 
been very active with determining 
eligibil1ty for practices to produc­
ing the contract. Joe Wingert has 
been an asset to the staff and em­
ployed w tth Fayette SWCD for the 
past five years. I graduated from 
Iowa State University in May. and 
jotned the SWCD in October We 
look lorward to discusstng buffer 
and wetland options on your field . 



er to your manure concerns 



L."~~i;"'eq~r;;;;.;;~Rt:" Conservation Security 
grassed contour Program (CSP) is 
buffer strips coming to town 
By LaVonne Koch, 
Soil Conservation Technician 

We can't do that, it won't work! 
Contour buffer strips with twelve 
row or larger equ ipment. 

How many farmers farming 
ten yea rs ago, said I'd never work 
on a computer, use GPS or use 
equipment of twelve rows or more? 
Times change, technology changed 
and farming has changed! 

As you drive the County one 
can see the changes that have oc­
curred . Fences removed , larger 
fie lds, fewer trees; less livestock, 
less hay, more corn and beans; 
fewer moldboard plowed fields, 
more mulch tillage and no-tilled 
fields. 

If you have adapted to any one 
of these changes, you can also adapt 
to contouring or grass contour buf­
fer trips. Look at the benefits you 
are putting on the land. On crop­
land where sheet and ri II erosion 
are problems, contour buffer strips 
are an excellent filter for runoff 
and will improve surface water 
quality. Contour buffer strips slow 
runoff and trap sediment. Grass 
strips established on the contour 
can ignificantly reduce sheet and 
nil erosion. Sediment, nutrients, 
pest1c1des and other contaminants 
are removed from the runoff as 
they pass through the buffer strip. 
Grass strips also provide food and 
nesting cover for wildlife. 

You may say I don't have sheet 
and rill erosion. Rill erosion is 
common on agricultural land lack­
Ing permanent vegetation. Fol­
lowing rainfall in cropped fields 
after tillage, rill erosion occurs. 
Muddy runoff also tndicates high 

soi I erosion is water and wind. The 
amou nt of soi l carried away is re­
lated to two factors; speed of wa­
ter, the faster it move the more ve­
locity water picks up and the more 
soil is lost, and plant cover, plants 
protect the soi l and in their ab­
sence wi nd and water can do much 

more damage. Take a soil probe or 
dig a hole on the top of the hill and 
check the depth of top soil. Do the 
same at the bottom or lower part of 
the field. Compare the amount of 
top soi l left on top with that at the 
bottom. If you find more top soil at 
the bottom, you have had erosion. 
The loss of top soil and nutrients 
reduces productivity greatly. 

In some cases prior to layout, 
landowners may consider making 
changes in field boundaries to im­
prove the effectiveness of the con­
tour buffer strip and help with the 
farmability of the row crop. Buffer 
strips are laid out to best facilitate 
operat ion of all machinery and 
still meet the NRCS standards and 
spec ifications. 

Grassed contour buffer strip 
widths vary depending on the slope 
length and whether the producer 
enrolls them in the Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CCRP). For ha,y in your opera­
tion, the grassed contour buffer 
strips widths vary from fifteen to 
s1xty feet. For CCRP. the grassed 
strips vary from fifteen to thirty 
feet wi th the bottom buffer strip 
eligible to be sixty feet wide. 

In order to reduce ri II and 
sheet erosion on any slope of 
ground and improve water quality, 
consider adding grassed contour 

Practice Farm 
Conservation! 

The future of the earth is in 
your hands! Practicing 

conservation means making 
land impvements. 

We can serve your needs. 
Let's work together. 

Conservation is 
everybody's job! 

AD lime • Crushed Rock • RIP Rap 

BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS 
325 WASHINGTON • DECORAH, IA • 382-2933 

By Jerry Muff 
The CSP is a relatively new 

voluntary program with 2004 be­
ing the first year for 18 watersheds 
nationally. This year CSP is ap­
proved for 202 watersheds. It is 
designed to reward farmers who 
have developed ongoing, high lev­
els of environmental stewardship 
on working land. CSP helps pro­
ducers maintain and further their 
conservation commitment plus is 
an incentive for others to follow 
the example. 

The CSP has been approved 
in four watersheds in the state of 
Iowa, two of which include Fay­
ene County. These watersheds are 
the 1\ukey River and the Upper 
Wapsipinicon River Watersheds. 
They cover 95% of Fayene Coun­
ty. The program will be avai lable 
and active this year. Signup time 
has not been announced yet, but 
is planned for later this winter or 
early spring. 

CSP provides financial assis­
tance to promote the conservation 
and improvement of soil, water, air, 
energy, plant and animal resources 
within the selected watersheds. 
'rhe program will affect primar­
ily cropland and pasture! and. The 
benefit will be for producers who 
have already been implementing 
good stewardship practices plus 
acts as an mcentive for others to 
improve their operations to even­
tually enroll into the program. 

Interest in this program is 
high. The early announcement of 
this program has generated a lot 
of questions to our office. At this 
time we have a ba;ic understand­
ing of the program but the final 
rules have not been made available 
to us. Consequently we are not 
able to answer many of the specific 
questions. By printing time of this 
report , we may know a lot more. 

A sene; of pubhc day and 
night meettngs Will be held tn 

West Unton and Oelwein plus ad­
dillonaltowns not far from Fayene 
County borders. 

Apphcants will be asked to fill 
out self-assessment forms regard­
ing the1r management which af­
fects soil and water resources at a 

minimum. For example. crop rota­
tion. residue management. nutrient 
management. pe'tic1de application 
and management will be needed 

L..-------------------------- durin" the stenuo time oeriod. It 

has been made clear that farmers 
can begin to pull records and re­
ceipts together. Record requested 
will include soil tests within four 
year time frame, all forms of fer­
tilizers including manure and 
pesticides applied for the past two 
years for the farming operation. 

The self-assessment is avail­
able at http://www.nrcs. usda.gov/ 
programs/csp. Additional tnfor­
mation will be required for our lo­
cal watersheds butt hey are not yet 
available. NRCS will determine 
which program tier and enrollment 
category the applicant may par­
ticipate. Payments will be made 
in part based on the tier level the 
participant is enrolled. There are 
three tier levels. Tier I has a five 
year contract wi th maximum pay­
ment of $20,000 annually. Tier II 
bas five to ten year contracts with 
maximum payment of $35,000 an­
nually. Tier Ill has five to ten year 
contract with maximum payment 
of $45,000 annually. 

The following article entitled 
"Talking Points" may help to an­
swer more questions. 
2005 CSP Talking Points 
I . Wh en can I >ign up? 

The sign up will be announced 
after the final rule IS released, 
sometime in the next month or so. 
This signup penod w11l likely last 
30 days or less. 
2. How do I stgn up? 

The process will begin wnh a 
self-assessment. This tool can be 
accessed on the NRCS web site, 
as a CD, or as a hard copy work­
book at fie ld offices. Producers in 
the watershed "ill have an oppor­
tun ity to attend workshops 111 thetr 
neighborhood to help guide them 
through the self assessment pro­
cess. You will be notified through 
the media and a letter when the 
workshops w11l be held. 

After a producer determmes. 

through use of the self-assess­
ment, that he or she qualifie• for 
the program NRCS will conduct 
a follow-up interview to complete 
the enrollment process. The pro­
ducer will be required to bring a 
benchmark inventory of consena­
tion prac11ces, the completed as­
sessment as well as all record; and 
documentation that support the as­
sessment. to the interview. 

It is likely the signup process 
for producers will take 5to 8 hours 
of producer time. This includes 
completing the assessment, gath­
ering farm and production records, 
and conducting the interview with 
NRCS field staff. 
3. How will applications be fund­
ed? 

If implemented hke last year, 
all eligible appl ication~ Will be 
forwarded to Washington DC 
where NRCS headquarters will 
make the selection on which cat­
egories of applications are funded . 
After this contracts will be wriUt"n 
for funded applications 
4. How much money can/ get? 

The site of your contract IS 
determined by how much of your 
farm you enroll and the type of 
conservation pracllces you have 
installed and the management 
practices you follow. The most 
anyone can recel\e for CSP by law 
IS $45.000 per year Last year the 
average CSP contract m lo'' a was 
around $9.000. 
5. What if I don't qualify? 

Through the self assessment 
process, producers should learn 
what natural resource concerns 
need to be addressed tn order to 
qualify for the program or qualify 
at a higher payment level. Through 
conservmion planning assistam:c 
from RCS. these producers can 
make the necessary changes and 
Improvements to quahf) for the 
program in the future 

BREHME & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION 

Land Improvement 
Contractor & Tiling 

Wadena 633-6121 



For All Your Earth Moving Needs 
• Waterways 

~.tiel _(56!!>}-.422-!!>598 .• _. 

• Terraces 
•Ponds 
•Roads 
• Water & Sewer 
•Site Work 
• Basements 

GRANGER CONSTRUCT/ON INC. • Septic Systems 

(563) 422-3598 

West Union, /A 

• Demolition 
• Trucking 

Late M odel Equipment • Experienced Operators 

A family tradit i on fo r o v e r 50 y ears 

Newspapers of Fayette County, Inc. 
Salutes the Fayette County SWCD 

for enhancing soil, air and water quality in our county 

Fayette Leader 

Elgin Echo 

Ossian Bee 

Eric Boehm's new storage shed, built by Valley Lumber. 

-l.__ 
Schedule your spring building projects today!! 

Vallev lumber 
A Divis ion of Northeast Iowa Cooperative 

"Your Remodeling Heodquarters" 
Art Messler, Manager 

Coma I Baker & Mtlton Schutte, Estimating Sales 

807 Mill St., Clermont 563-423-5296 
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Conservation 
Security Program 
By Dave Brommel 

The new Conservation Securi­
ty Program (CSP) was announced 
this past fa ll. Northeast Iowa had 
the largest amount of area ap­
proved for the CSP program in 
the state. There were two separate 
watersheds approved m northeast 
Iowa, the Thrkey River Watershed 
and the Upper Waps1p1n1con River 
Watershed. These two watersheds 
run parallel to each other. The Up­
per Wapsipinicon River Watershed 
starts just across the Mmnesota 
border and runs south to the dam 
at Anamosa. 

No dates have been set for the 
upcoming signup period at this 
time. When the signup dates are 
announced meetings will be or­
ganized to provide information 
about elig ibi lity requi rements and 
opportuni ties prov1ded by the CSP 
program. T he CSP program is 
designed to reward those that are 
current ly practicing good steward­
ship m their farming operat ion. A 
common quote from the US Sec­
retary of Agriculture is the CSP 
program is meant to "Reward the 
Best and Motivate the Rest". 

Act ivity has been ongoing for 
a few months to prepare for the up­
coming CSP signup. It has been 
decided that the program will be 
offered with the same requ irements 
for both watersheds. This wi ll 

maintain consistency throughout 
for all of ortheast Iowa There 
are 15 counties involved 111 the 2 
watersheds. The count1es and 
amount of acres involved are: 

Fayette 433.524 acres 
Clayton 363.560 acres 
Ch1ckasaw 270.450 acres 
Buchanan 241.130 acres 
Howard 212,606 acres 
Bremer 151,332 acres 
Winneshiek 131,812 acres 
Ltnn 96,831 acres 
Delaware 65,595 acres 
Black Hawk 39,430 acres 
Mitchell 33.639 acres 
Jones 23,369 acres 
Dubuque 7.560 acres 
Floyd 1,931 acres 
1\ llamakee 8 19 acres 

In December four separate 
meetings were held within the two 
watersheds for Ag Part ners. T he 
meetings were to help prepare the 
Part ners for the types of quest ions 
and requests producers may have 
during the signup period. Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
staff is currently betng trained on 
program requirements to prepare 
for the upcom ing signup. 

Please watch for announce­
ments about signup and meeting 
dates. 

FAYETTE COUNTY FARMLAND 
NEW LISTING:Section 5 of Dover Township- 39.37 acres, 
28 acres pasture, 2 story home, 32'x 132' dairy barn 
w/51 tie stalls 

NEW LISTING:Section 1 of Smithfield Township - 134.90 
acres, 81 .2 tillable (CRP & crop), balance timber/pasture/pond ; 
building site with 1-1/2 story home, barn, machine shed, 
various other buildings. 

NEW LISTING:Section 22 of lllyria Township - 11 5.65 acres, 
73.4 tillable (62.9 in CRP), balance timber/pasture; spring. 
Deer & turkey hunling potential; scenic area. 

Sections 5 & 6 of Pleasant Valley Township - 40.22 acres, 
23.2 CRP, balance pasture with pond. Building site polential 
located on paved road 

Section 17 of Center Township - 35.95 acres, 26.2 tillable, 2.9 
CRP, balance grass cover w/creek. Good pheasant hunting 

Visit our website for comlete farm, commercial & residential listings 
www.northeastiowarealty.com 

Nunneu:.T 1owa 
Realty & Appraisat Inc. 

Jay Jensen. Broker - Leanne dine & Jeff Snyder. Broker Associates 
Bruce Bemis, 5oles Associate 

115 S. Vine, West Union (563) 422-3285 
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Rand Rod Farms earns 
Watershed Achievement Award 

Randy Hamlett pictured, standing in front of one of the fields that 
he has made conservation improvements to. 

The Watershed Achievement 
Award of 2004 was earned by 
Rand Rod Farms LLC of rural Ar­
lington. 

Randy and Rodney Hamlett , 
and thei r fa ther Charles. are the 
owner /operators of Rand Rod 
Farms, located in rural Arlington 
near the Maquoketa River. 

Rand Rod was nomi nated for 
its demon,tration and appreciation 
of mterd isciplinary approach to 
resource management and the im-

porta nee of watersheds in relation 
to community needs. 

Joint sponsors of the award are 
the Conservation District of Iowa 
and the State Soi l Conservation 
Comminee. 

The Hamlens' farm operation 
consists of dairying, crop farming 
including hay, corn , and soybeans. 

"Cont rolling runoff and main­
taimng soi l is very important to the 
farming communny," said Randy 
Ham lett. "When developing ex-

NEW Constant Pressure Pump: 
Maintain the same pressure with more 
than one faucet open! 

• Sta-Rite Pumps 
• Conaire Pressure Tanks 
• Complete Water Systems 

Free Estimates • Reliable Service 
For more details contact: 

ERICKSON 
PUMP SERVICE, Inc. 

ten ive steps towards conserving 
soil, we consider erosion caused 
by wind and rain while thinking 
towards the future." Some of their 
watershed acti vities include the 
installauon of 92.5 acres of veg­
etative filler strips, 45.8 acres of 
grassed waterways, 18.4 acres of 
contour buffer str ips, and nutri­
ent management on 226 acres in 
the Upper Maquoketa River Wa­
ter Quality Project, or UMRWQP. 
When develping their watershed , 
the land where rain flows from 
fields downwards towards bodies 
of water, the Hamlett 's worked 
with Tom Sperfslage through the 
NRCS, West Union. 

"Conservation fa rming is a 
process that shows results in the 
long run ." Sperfs lage says, is an 
environmental spec ialist for the 
Iowa Department of Agriculture. 
By means of nutrient manage­
ment , farmers keep watchful eye 
on when, where, and how much 
fertili zer they use in the fields. 
"The results are evident when we 
take special precautions to our 
land , such as nutrient management 
and watershed protection. When 
we take these steps, we will be 
limiting cost and saving soil in the 
future." 

In addition to the numerous 
dairy awards that Rand Rod Farms 
has achieved. the Ham lens are in­
volved in their communities. 

Randy IS a member of the Star­
mont School Focus Comminee as 
well as the Pari sh Council of Im­
maculate Conception 111 Mason­
ville. Charles frequently anends 
the Headwaters Council meetings, 
which is a group of loca l farmers 
that help decide the direction of 

the UMRWQP. Rod Hamlen has 
also frequented the Headwaters 
Counci l meetings. 

In effect to their effon s, they 
have pre• ented well over 709 tons 
of sediment a year from reaching 
the Upper Maquoketa River from 
the conservauon work they have 
completed. In the future, they plan 
on constructing additional water­
ways and vegetative filler strips. 
"Our land is not considered highly 
erodible, but we still need to con­
serve it. h is important not only 
for us, but the next generation as 
well." 

Why did the Ham lens go to the 
e.xpense of installing 92.5 acres of 
vegetative filler strips? 

What does the nutrient mgmt. 
on 226 acres consist of (what does 
that mean?) 

Who did they work with (who 
made the recommendations) for 
this work as part of the water­
shed? 

They're savmg tons of soi I .... 
is their land highly erodible? flat 
and gets hit by wind? who were 
their mentors in deciding to take 
what some consider expensive 

ust preserve soil ." 

STOP IN TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 
POSTVILLE IMPLEMENT, CO. 

12344 Hwy 18, Postville 56J.a64-3214 

You don't have to pay a lot for 

Great Yields! A+ County Corn Grower Plot Yields 
Buchanan .. 51076 ........... .41h. .252 bu/ac 

SEEDS 
CORN ALFALFA SOYBEANS 

Fayette 51076 .. .. 7th .... . 240 bu/ac 

Delaware. .51076 .... 7th 238 bu/ac 

Bob Halverson 6109 1st. . .237 bu/ac 

Jerry Cole X3372 1st 217 bu/ac 



Protect Your Farm - And Feed Your 
Livestock At The Same Time 

Our FarMate policy not only 
provides excellent protection 
for your farm, it can also 
save you money! 

Stop by our office today for 
a competitive quote 
on your farm insurance. 

Butikofer 
Insurance L L .C. 

Dave Butikofer 
223 Center St. , Elgin 

563-426-5306 

~ 

HARDEST WORKING 
SMOOTHEST RIDING 

» NEW FOR 2005 « 

RANBER tmlJ1Y VEHICLES , POLARIS --""' • TM bfoadtttllne of vehrdes laccessone.s 
• Hew! I.Ddl & R1de Cargo System ames rtems ~tter 
• New! H•ghest payload and 10\ll:rng ·up to 1750 lbs on 6-.;6! 
• Hn~ lnde~ndent rtn suspen~on on 414! 
• Eldu.tlv.! On· Demand tNe all-wheel dnwe on 4•4l6•6 
• E.ldu'5~>~e' 41 mph lop speed on 4J4 & 6d> 

• Cturlead•ng suspel'llion lrJ'fels for the smootllest rides! 

COf.EI'IAUOA9C:A80lfT 

01010 $99 01010 
FINANCING FOR AND MONTH OR UNTIL APRIL2005 

6 MONTHS PAYMENTS WI $1,000 G&A 

• 
··••· Drilling's All Season Sports 

2355 175th St., Calmar, lA 52132-7507 
..... 563-562-3601 
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Rubyana Gnmmius, Soil Conservationist, Joe Wingert, District Employee. Back: LaVonne Koch, 
Federal Technician, Alan Crowe, State Technician, Carrie Davis, Grannis/Mink Watershed Coordi­
nator, Jerry Muff, District Conservationist. Absent: Tom Sperfslage, Upper Maquoketa/South Fork 
Watershed Coordmator, Jim Wolfe, Part-Time Soil Conservationist. 

We're proud to su 
Fayette Coun 
And we recognize the contributions of 
all the area landowners who practice 

soil and water conservation . 

Give Craig a call for all your real estate needs: 
office 563-422-3831 cell 563-380-0083 

Woodard Real Estate Co. 
[B 114 S Vine- West Union (563) 422-3831 ~ 

Fredericksburg Farmers Cooperative is proud to salute the soil 
and water conservation efforts of area farmers and landowners. 

Your continued dedication to th is Important task can 't be 
overstated. From soil management, to wetland preservation, 

every little bit helps Iowa's agriculture stay strong and competitive. 

Thank you for your hard work . 

FREDERICKSBURG 
FARMERS COOPERATIVE 

Fredencksbu'i_ • Hawk~ • Sumner • Fredenk.a • Bremer • loma 
800-51)2·8~89 www.fburgcoop.com 
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Funding Awarded for: Mink 
Creek Watershed Project 
By Carrie Davis 

The Fayette SWCD is pleased 
to an nou nce the start of a water 
quality project on Mink Creek. 
Located in eastern Fayeue and 
western Clayton counties, the 
Mink Creek Watershed encom­
pa"es over 12,000 acres. Mink 
Creek is stocked with trout from 
April to October by the lAD R 
Big Springs Trout Hatchery. The 
Iowa DNR 2000 Trout Angler 
Survey indicated an alarming de­
cline in angler trips to the stream. 
In 1995 it was estimated that Mink 
Creek received 3,543 angler trips. 
In the year 2000, the number 
dropped to only 388. 

The goal of the project is to 
improve the water quality of Mink 
Creek and establish a permanent 
trout population in the stream. The 
District feels that thts important 
cold water resource needs to be 
protected. Fisheries Biologist, Bill 
Kalishek said, " the silt in Mink 
Creek is causing the decline in 
angler trips. Silt fills up the deep 
holes and buries the rocky habitat 
and gravel that trout need." 
The primary focus of the project 
will be on reduci sediment de-

livery into the stream. Practices 
installed through this project will 
be provided up to 75% cost share 
and will be prioritized bases on 
reduction of sediment delivery to 
the stream. Structural practices 
will include terraces, water and 
sediment control basins, grade 
stabiiiLation structures, waterway 
re-establishment, and constructed 
wetlands. In addition to funding 
provided through the watershed 
project , addillonal funding sourc­
es such as CRP, REAP, and EQIP 
will be promoted and utilized. 

The Fayelle County SWCD 
stated it believes that voluntary 
efforts in improving conservation 
practices wi ll delay or prevent en-

vironmental regulations from be­
ing passed. In addition, the orga­
nization noted that Fayene County 
has been proactive in requesting 
additional funding for specia l wa­
tershed projects. Fayelle County 
currently has four water quality 
projects in progress. In addition to 
the Mink Creek Project, the Gran­
nis Creek project IS nearing com­
pletion, and the Upper Maquoketa 
and South Fork Maquoketa both 
have active water quality projects. 

Any questions regarding the 
Mink Creek Watershed Project can 
be directed to Carrie Davis at the 
West Union NRCS Office, phone 
number 563-422-3868 ext 3. 

More than you think. 
More opuoru.. More scnKn. More of )'out need\ met 
CaJI your Farm Dweau 3!!C'Ot today to dt..CO\er your 
opuoru;. Fann Bureau Ftn.aoct.ll Sc:n;K:es 
more than )OU ttunL. 

Auto • Hom• • Li/1 • Annuiti11 
CtJmm~rcial • Farm I R1nd • IRAs 

NEW 1590 NO-TILL DRILL 

The best no-till 
drill for a reason 

The new 1590 No-Till Drill tops all 
other drills in its class for one simple 
reason: its new openers. 

Repositioned seedboot ensures 
seed is placed in the furrow 
One-piece seedbood is made of 

cast-iron for a long life 
Designed for no-till, but works well 
in all field conditions 

See us today for details about the 
1590 and its new openers. 

CLERMONT • 563-423-5206 

Solid. Stable. Still John Deere . 



SWCD 
Purpose: 
~a}ette County SWCD " un1que 
in the rc~oun.:c conservatiOn prob­
lem' 11 addresses and the way it 
rhonscs to package and deliver 
program' to landowners. farm 
operators and local commumues. 
Types of program aCllvitJes con ­
ducted by soli and water conser 
vation distnch With support from 
the D1vision of Soli Conservation 
and o ther conservation partners 
include: 

Implementation of Iowa fi nan­
ual incentive programs 

Development soli and water 
resourn: <.:onservauon plans 

Dnclnpmcnt and Implemen­
tation ot \\ater quality protection 
fUOJCi,;(S 

~.stablishing soil loss llm•ts 

Admani,tering .... oil loss com­
plamts 

Can ymg out conservat ion ed­
ucauon programs in schools 

Condutung demonstrations 
and 11dd days 

Fayette Lumber salutes 
the conservation efforts 

of area land owners. 

Fayette Lumber Co., Inc. 
206 King Sl., fa}elle (563) 425-3517 

Contact Hoth Grain Structures in Sumner for 
all your grain storage and handling needs. 

HOTu A 
GRAJrt~ 
SrauCTURES.~c. 

Sutnner, Ia. 

1015 Yukon Ave., 
Sumner 

563-578-8033 

ELGIN 

Ask about our 
Alliant Energy 
air conditioner 

f & f Hardware 
56

3-
42s-5144 PI b' H t' & El t . I FREE ESTIMATES Um ln91 ea 1ng eC nca 

Conservation 
Matters 

From tlu long tnm solutions to ag-sotlloss; to tlu 
imm~diau improvtmrnt.s m azr and waur 

quality; to tht wttlandr prtstflltd and rulaimtd 
providmg habitat to wildlift, including tlu 

rrturn ofpmiatory btrds ftk, tlu bald 'ag/, and 
"d taikd hawk; tmprov,d fo/ung and hunting 

grounds; and hund"ds oftrm planud as 
windbrtaks across northtast Iowa. 

Conservatio11 matters to Its alL 

Visit First Sratc: Bank for your agriculrural 
busines~ & home improvement loan needs. 

106 W 1st St., Sumner 
(563) 578-3312 or 

Toll Free 866-578-3314 

200 S. Main, Fayette 
(563) 425-3395 or 

Toll Free 866-578-0008 
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·= fARM BUR~A!J FlNM.;ctAUERVI~~ 

ltuurmro: • Jm·eHmcnts 

n II 

Mark Baumkrs """ 40x52 srorag' slud 
from]&\'(! l.11mbtr. 

WheelingO Pittsburgh 
STCCI. COAPOAA"f'ION 

For Homeand Farm 

II • • I 

No one does it like 
Meyer Construction 

Buildings 

~MEYER 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

l 7R l \IKJ~( , AVf SL'\1:--; Ht lA 5067 • • 5H-578 59115 o r gs8-5iR 
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Talk to us about your soil 
conservation plans! 

Tiling - Terracing 
Ponds - Waterways 

31 Years Experience· LICA Member 

A liON 

~A~f~ IOWA fAAA1~! 

FourTrax Foreman• 
Rubicon 

==~~ 

The more challenging the trail, the better it performs. 
Whether it's a tough JOb or a day 1n the woods, get ready to take on almost anytlung with the 2005 Honda FourTrax Foreman 
Rubicon. W1th a 500-class engine and smooth Hondamatic~ transmission. this workhorse makes getting out a whole lot eaSier 

D ' H d 2008 South Frederick Ave. ean S 0 fl a Oelwein, Iowa 
Open Monday-Saturday 

~ 
HONDA 

IIBS"I' ON EAJrnl' 

honda.com BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER REMEMBER. ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE FOR YOUR SAFETY AlWAYS WEAR A HELMET EYE PROTECTION 
ANO PAOTECnVE CLOTHNG. AND NEVER RIDE ON PAVED SURFACES OR PUBLIC ROADS. KEEP IN MIND THAT AIDING OOESNT MIX wrTH DA.UGS OR ALCOHOl 
HOtmA RECOMMENDS mAT ALLATV AlDERS TAKE A TRAINING COURSE AND READ THEIR OWNERS MANUAL THOROUGHLY. FOI' rder twlong lfllorma!Jon Of to Sign 
up lot andertrum'lgcourse. callheATV Safely ln5btuteat l.aoo-887·2887 FourTrax Foreman, Hondarnabe,.. aod Best On Earth' are!Jad&rnal1uo1Honda MotorCo .. lld 112'04) 

2nd Annual 

OPEN 
HOUSE 

Thursday, March 10 
8:30am-4:30pm 

We're serving hamburgers, baked beans, 
chips & coffee, pop and milk 

Cub Cadet, Warrior and Zipper mowers on display. Stop in and take a look at our full 
line of lawn and garden equipment. We have everything from zero-turns to push­
mowers to tillers. 

The shop will be full of equipment for you to look at, as well as many items on Display 
outside. Company Representatives will be on hand to visit with you throughout the day. 

RED HOT OPEN HOUSE TWINE SPECIAL: 
C4000X350NB-Big Square Plastic 
C4000X425NB-Big Square Plastic 
C64X70000W-Netwrap 64' ' /7000' 
C67000EDGE-Netwrap over the edge 

Reg. $26.21 
Reg . $29.38 
Reg . $211 .77 
Reg. $211 .77 

Twine prices are the absolute lowest of the year! 

No Payments or Interest until June 1st, 2005, when you use your 
Case Vantage Card for purchases over $750. 

New Hampton Red Power, Inc. 
2205 240th St., New Hampton 

PH 641-394-31 78 FAX 641-394-2013 
'W'NIN.nhrpsales@newhamptonredpower.com 

NOW $21.60 
NOW $23.97 
NOW $174.24 
NOW $174.24 

CASE CREDIT -


