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Arlington man is Ruth Wagner Award winner
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Center

U.S. Department
of Agriculture

Joe Wingert was recognized as the Ruth Wagner Award winner.
The award is given in memory of the late Ruth Wagner of John-
son county and honors the Soil and Water Consevation District
Commissioner.

Joe Wingert of rural Arlington
was recently named the Ruth Wag-
ner Award winner for 2004, The
award was started in 2001 to hon-
or Soil and Water Conservation
District Assistant Commission-
ers. It is given in memory of Ruth
Wagner, who served the Johnson
SWCD for 53 years.

Candidates tor the assistant
commissioner award must be nom-
inated for their contributions to ac-
complishing the work plan goals,
involvement in field days, round
table discussions, special obser-
vations and educational activities.
The candidate must be involved
in public outreach or conservation
education and show a high interest
of knowledge and interest towards
soil and water conservation.

Wingert, of Arlington, has
served as an assistant commis-
sioner for the past five years. He
has represented the Fayette SWCD
on the Upper Maquoketa River
Watershed Headwaters Council
since its inception. He operates the
district’s fabric laying machine and

has done numerous status checks
of CRP plantings, while monitor-
ing the water quality.

As assistant commissioner,
Wingert takes an active role in dis-
cussions at meetings and uses his
knowledge and experience to help
make decisions. He has shown his
dedication by attending 90 percent
of all meetings since being with
the council, only missing while
being out of state. He also moni-
tors customer contracts and deals
with buffers and terraces.

Before becoming an assis-
tant commissioner for the Fayette
SWCD, Joe worked at John Deere
in Waterloo for 32 years until he
retired.

Wingert is an Earth Team Vol-
unteer, and is active in his church
and other community groups.
Over the last several years he has
given willdlife presentations at the
third grade conservation field day
held on the Richard Jensen farm.

The three day event held at
the Dick Jensen farm, is held an-
nually for schools in Fayette and

Winneshiek counties. Wingert
discusses wildlife with the kids in
eight sessions a day and handles
animals and birds as part of some
of the displays.

On his farm ten miles east of
Oelwein, Joe has worked with the
ISU Extension conducting experi-
ments on land that is considered
non-highly erodible and was the
first in his area of the county to do
S0.

Wingert also installed ripar-
ian buffer strips, and to do his part
to to see more buffers installed in
Fayette County he has personally
contacted nearly every landowner
and land user in the county and
explained to them the Continuous
CRP.

When asked what the benefits
of the buffers are, Joe explains, I
tell people the advantages of the
buffers along streams and rivers,
and even dry land altogether. Not
only do they eliminate herbicides
and pollution, but they reduce
remal payments of land and prop-

Woodland Owner of the Year

The Woodland Owner of the
Year for 2004 was awarded to
Leroy Soppe of West Union, for
his maintenance and management
of 28.5 acres of woodland he owns
in Fayette County.

Leroy has conducted most of
the timber management activities
on his property by himself. From
the list of his accomplishments
it is evident that he really cares
about the importance of woodland
conservation.

In 1998, Leroy created a
written management plan for his
woodlands, and by 2001 nearly ev-
erything in his plan had been ac-
complished. Feeling there might

still be room for improvement, he
revised his plan, and to this day he
continues to build and rebuild the
wildlife habitat on his property.

Soppe enrolled 30 acres of
his woodlands into the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program Willdlife
Habitat Program, establishing na-
tive grasses that include cedar and
shrup plantings, all while main-
taining cool season grass plant-
ings.

In 2002, Leroy improved 13.5
acres of woodlands by conduct
ing a weed tree removal program.
That same year he fenced 6.7 acres
from grazing without any share
funds.

To ensure wildlife habitat de-
velopment, Leroy developed a 1.7
acre stand of cedar trees and man-
ages that area strictly to enhance
the availability of cover for wild-
life.

Leroy says the addition of
new trees is key to conservation of
woodlands, and he is frequently
planting new trees on his proper-
ty.

In 2003, Leroy added three
white oak, and
walnut varieties. In fact, each year
he buys new trees to fill in the ar
eas where old plantings had been,
or he plants new areas to add to his

acres of red oak,

woods.

Soppe, cont. to pg. 9

Left: Leroy Soppe stands by his woodlands south of West Union. Soppe was named Woodland
Owner of the Year for his continuous work towards maintaining and managing his woods and the
conservation of plant and wildlife. In 1998, Leroy created a written management plan, and by 2001
all of his goals were nearly completed.
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Stdthoff selected as Owner/Operator of the Year
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Bill Strudthoff was awarded an owner/operator of the year for his
actions devoted to soil and wildlife conservation.

The Fayette Soil and Water
Conservation District has named
William Strudthoff as the 2004
Owner/Operator of the Year for
his work to conserve soil and stop
erosion on his land in rural Hawk-
eye

Although he is a.retired school
teacher as well as farmer, Bill and
his wife Marge still work hard in
their retirement to prevent land
and soil erosion on their relatively
flat land that catches a lot of winter
winds.

Bill began farming on his
parents’ farm after returing home
from the Korean War in 1954. He
and Marge have been married 48
years. While the couple started
their marriage as farmers years
ago, Bill also received a teaching
degree from Upper lowa Univer-
sity, and Marge has a degree in
nursing.

The couple farmed the land
where they grazed thirty head
of beef cows, and relied on corn,
hay, and pasture to supplement the

Identification Statement

herd.

Bill took a teaching job at Tur-
key Valley High School in 1965.
By 1978, he decided to rent out the
farmland instead. This brought to
his land a rotation of soybeans and
corn, and the pasture was tiled and
cropped

Over the years, Bill and Marge
have witnessed dust storms on their
land, that have blown soil across
the road south of their house in
near zero visibility while driving.
Then in 1999, heavy rains washed
away fertile farmland, and the
amount of rilling that was occur-
ing on the farmland was obvious.

This pushed Bill to
scheming ways that he could con-
serve his land and stop the punish-

start

ment the weather caused on his
soil. Although the Strudthoffs’
land near Hawkeye is considered
Not Hightly Erodible (NHE), the
erosion that was occurring caused
the couple to explore other prac-
tices. Field windbreak, shelterbelt,
contour buffer strips, and water-
ways were some of the practices
they attempted.

In the future, Bill says he
would like to create a wetland for
wildiife, which would increase
the amount of his land considered
conservation.

While the Strudthoffs’ op-
erations of conservation are great,
they credit many other people for

a lot of the paper work required,
contriibuting to the completion
of construction, and making their
goals a reality. The couple also
credits their farmstead renter, Nor-
man Gee, who has planted trees
and has done other seedings.

They also thank Pat Roch-
ford who rents land and allowed
for the contour buffer strips and
also farms the land on the con-
tour. While hard work and labor
has been done by all, Bill says
that good communication is very
important and has greatly contrib-

uted to the successful conservation

of his land.

Besides the construction of a
wetland in the future, Bill says the
maintenance of the lands already
established will be very important.
He plans to continue to pull weeds
by hand along the shelterbelt on the
north and west sides of his home,
because he says it's good therapy.

And finally, Bill's goal in life
is to keep the farm a place for
wildlife, have good conservation
on the land, and keep the land in
good condition for the generations
of the future.

TR
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Sperfslage awarded SWCD scholarship‘

Shawn Sperfslage of Aurora is
the winner of the 2004 scholarship
awarded by the Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Shawn, a 2004 Oelwein High
School graduate, was chosen and
recognized for the hard work, ded-
ication, knowledge, and leadership
skills he has shown during school
as well as in his community. A
dedication to agriculture and con-
servation were other notable quali-
ties considered in choosing the
awarding of this honor.

Shawn is the son of Daniel and
Diane Sperfslage of Aurora.

As a student at Oelwein High

School, Sperfslage was involved
in many extra-curricular activities
including band, wrestling, drama,
FFA, and others. He was in the
marching band, concert band, pep
and Jazz bands each of the four
years he attended high school. In
band he achieved being named
to Meistersinger Honor Band,
received the Outstanding Perfor-
mance and NEIBA Jazz Festival
honors, the Excellence in Aca-
demic Achievement Award from
the lowa HS Music Association,
and attended the Honors Recital at
Wartburg College Band Camp.
Sperfslage wrestled for the
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Shawn Sperfslage of Aurora was awarded a scholarship by the Fayette SWCD for his accomplish-
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ments in academics and agriculture. Shawn attends the dairy science/agriculture program at NICC
and plans to transfer to lowa State University to become a large herd dairy manager and operator.

Huskies for three years while be-
ing a team captain for one. While
active -in drama for four years,
he was an actor and a stage hand
captain. Shawn also volunteered
to work at wrestling tournaments,
All-State band, and vocal and
speech contests. In four years as
a member of the FFA, Shawn was
elected Vice President, Treasurer,
and an Officer-at-Large. He won
a Star Greenhand Award, partici-
pated in the FFA state conference
for three years, and the national
conference for one year. He also
placed fourth at state as a member
of the FFA District Dairy Judging

Team.

Outside of school, and while
not volunteering for his church and
community, Shawn has worked
hard his entire life for his father,
Daniel, on his family’s dairy farm.
He has done everything from feed-
ing calves and shoveling manure to
selecting semen for breeding pur-
poses. In his experiences on other
farms, he has learned about hogs
and crops, as well as cultivation,
disking, baling hay, hauling grain,
grinding feed, and spreading ma-
nure.

Besides the work he’s done for
neighbors on their farms, Shawn
worked full-time the two
summers for Oelwein

|)El\l
Commu-

nity Schools in the maintenance

department. His duties included

cleaning classrooms and bath
rooms, waxing floors, cleaning

carpets and windows, as well as
outside work like trimming trees
and bushes and even pouring con
crete for building ramps.

Sperfslage is attending NICC
in Calmar, majoring in general
agriculture/dairy science. After
two years Shawn plans to transfer
to lowa State University in Ames.
His career goal is to become a herd
manager for a dairy operation.

In his free-time, Shawn is a
stock car racing fan, and he enjoys
movies, tactical video games, and
listening to all kinds of music.
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Dallenbach receives Izaak Walton

Fayette SWCD Report

League Windbreaker Award

The Fayette County Soil and
Water Conservation District has
chosen William Dallenbach as its
Izaak Walton League Windbreak-
er Award winner for 2004.

The SWCD chose Dallenbach
for his accomplishments and dedi-
cation toward decreasing land and
soil erosion on his family farm
near Arlington.

Through a continual program
of planting trees, superior manage-
ment and maintenance, Dallenbach
has achieved some of his personal
goals. He has also created grassed
waterways, shelterbelts, and buf-
ferstrips on his property in efforts
to reduce erosion.

In hopes of reducing wind ero-
sion and surface run-offs, in only

« Tires: auto, It. truck,

+ Alignment
« Struts & Shocks$
» Brakes
» Trailer Hook-up:
« Hitches
+ Exhaust & More

Your Complete Service Center

a few years William has planted a
total of 3,526 trees and shrubs over
14.3 acres, covering nearly a mile
of land. Each windbreak is 135
feet wide.

Some of the trees planted in-
clude Red Osier Dogwood, East-
ern Red Cedar, White and Red
Spruce, White and Red Pine, as
well as Common Lilac. In efforts
to obtain control of weeds, each
field is mowed two to four times
per year, depending on weed pres-
sure.

To assure growth and health,
William does frequent mainte-
nance of the trees. He likes to
use a gas powered weed cutter for
trimming, and he is sure to trim
around every single tree. He has

e

COMPLETE
SALES & SERVICE

also mulched about 75% of his
trees.

In addition to reducing land
erosion, William believes in the
importance of animal habitat. His
trees create wildlife habitat for
deer and pheasants.

Regarding weed control and
management, he says there have
been few problems concerning
animal, insect, or rodent disease.
However, mother nature is one
problem that hasn’t cooperated
with his conservation efforts. Due
to the drought in 2003, he lost sev-
eral hundred trees. To make up for
the loss, he replanted new ones in
place of every one he lost.

Besides planting trees, Dal-
lenbach has focused on the fight

Enclosed,

& More!
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n

CALL 563-422-5430 west union SINCE 1948

against soil and water erosion in
farm fields and around his home.
William has also installed CRP
vegetation strips, CRP grassed
waterways, wetlands, contour buf-
fer strips, and a shelterbelt for his
home.

Another way that Dallenbach
has been active in soil conserva-
tion is as a participant in the Up-

per Maquoketa River Water Qual-
ity Project, a council that follows
land, water, and animal conditions
of the northeast lowa river. In
2005, Dallenbach plans to con-
tinue the maintenance of his trees
and land, and to continue to de-
velop new methods to conserve his
farmland.

go hungry!
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* Rugged, Innovative toolbar design allows you to easilly convert to namow transport position
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Straight rows versus
contour rows

By Jody Recker

In 2001, I purchased my farm
in section 22 of Smithfield Town-
ship. I had rented this farm for a
bout three years prior to the pur-
chase. I was aware of the problems
that were occurring with erosion.

The farm has a four to five per
cent grade with long slopes. I de-
cided to go to the Fayette County
SCS and check out the possibility
of contour. I went to. West Union
and talked to Jerry Muff. He
made an appointment to come out
to look at my farm and discuss the
options I might have.

Jerry and LaVonne Koch came
out looked over everything and
explained to me the benefits that
contour would have on my farm.

It was very hard for me to
think of trading in my straight
rows for the contour ones. After
much thought and consideration, |
finally agreed to have LaVonne lay
out some contour buffer strips.

T'he first year | didn’t seed any
grass buffer strips, we just planted
it all on the contour to see how |
would like it. I did find out that
it does take some getting used to
planting on the contour rather than
in straight rows, but 1 also realized
there were many benefits.

One of the benefits that 1 had

for water we

Our most
precious
resource.

DNR Certified

Ils and pump work!

not thought of was how much bet-
ter the 12 row bean head works
because running with the contour
of the land helped keep the head
running parallel to the ground.
Another benefit of the contour
rows, are that they help chan-
nel the water to the waterway. In
2003, I seeded the contour buffer
strips and was able to get even
rows of crop between the strips.

It goes without saying that
farming on a contour does take
a different thought process that
farming straight rows, but once I
saw the benefits, I feel that it is
sure worth the added effort. Now
as 1 look back over the last two
years, | feel that it is very worth-
while in putting in the contour
buffer strips. After all the heavy
rains this past year, | was able to
see the reduction in soil move-
ment. Several areas in the grass
strips had sediment collected and
but left the soil on the land. It is
such a good feeling to know that 1
am doing everything in my power
to preserve the land for the next
generation.

It goes to say, that without the
help of LaVonne Koch and Jerry
Muff and their dedication to soil
conservation, this would have

never become a reality.
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The Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners are pictured above,
from left to right: Collin Jensen, commissioner-elect, Rod Marlatt, assistant commissioner, Bill
Bennett, commissioner, Joyce Trotter, commissioner, John Grafenberg, commissioner, Paul Nuss,

commissioner, and Dick Jensen, commissioner.
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Judy Bennett Receives
National Distinguished
Service Award

Judy Bennett, an Assistant
Fayette Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District Commissioner was
honored at the National Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts
North Central Regional meeting
in Springfield, IL for her volun-
teer work. Judy was presented
with the eight state North Central
Region’s Distinguished Service
Award for her service as an offi-
cer of the Conservation Districts
of Towa Auxiliary, an officer of
the North Central Region of the
National Association of Conserva-
tion Districts, and her many local
efforts. Among her many activities
within the local area are her hours

given as an Earth Team volunteer
for the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service, a Reach To
Recovery volunteer for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, hosting sev-
eral forestry field days with her
husband teaching children how to
plant trees, serving as an officer
of the Illyria Community Church
and as the Ladies Aid officer. She
is also active in the Elgin Commu-
nity Betterment Committee and
other community groups.

In early February 2005, she
received the National Association
of Conservation Districts Auxilia-
ry National Distinguished Service
Award. Over 3,000 Conservation

Districts located in the states and
territories of the USA are divided
into seven regions with Judy repre-
senting the North Central Region.
Judy is the first person from lowa
to be receive the national award.
However, NACD has honored Sen-
ator Tom Harkin with its version
of this award.

The Fayette SWCD congratu-
lates Judy on receiving this pres-
tigious award.. The District would
also like to say a big “Thank You”
for the work she does for the dis-
trict and the support she has given
her husband in his conservation ef-
forts over the last twenty years.

FAYETTE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM - 2005

NAME

ADDR

CITY:
PHONE

S STATR S i

Trees are sold by the bundle (25 trees), except for the evergreen, nut, shade, and wildlife shrub packages. There is no guarantee on stock
sold at these prices. Cut off date for orders will be March 25, 2005. No orders will be accepted after this date. We will notify you in
late April when your order can be picked up. Supplies are limited so order early. Check must accompany your order payable to Fayette
SWCD and returned to 120 N Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union, 1A 52175-1612

Price Per Number of Total
Species Bundle Bundles Cost

American Arborvitae (12-18™) $40.00 X St ot
Black Cherry (2-3") $35.00 x =
Black Hills Spruce (6-12") $40.00 «x =
Black Walnut (2-3") $40.00 X =

Blue Spruce (6-12") $40.00 X IR e
American Cranberry (2-3") $50.00 L S

Lilac Common (12-18") $3500 «x :

Norway Spruce (18-24") $50.00 x =

American Plum (2-3") $40.00 X =

Red Oak (8-24") $40.00 X T = =
Red Osier Dogwood (2-3") 230,00 88 xi8 S =

Silver Maple (2-37) $40.00 X w =

White Oak (2-3") $45.00 X e o = Ve
White Pine (12-18") $40.00 X _ = Il —
Evergreen Package

5 White Pine 12-18"; 5 Blue

Spruce 12-18"; 5 Norway Spruce 12-18 $£55.00 X 0 P >
Nut Tree Packag

3 Northern Pecan 12418’

3 Shellbark Hickory 12-18

3 Hazeinut 12-18"; 3 Walnut 2-3

3 Butternut 2-3 $55.00 X =

Shade Tree Package

3 Sugar Maple 3-4°; 3 White Oak 2-3

3 Red Oak 2-3% 3 Silver Maple 2-3"

3 Swamp White Oak 2-3

Wildlife Shrub Package

3 Arrowwood 12-18

3 Hazelnut 12-18"; 3 American Plum 2-3°
3 Red Osier Dogwood 2-3

3 American Cranberry 12-18"

Return to
Fayette SWCD
120 N Industrial Pkwy #2
West Union, 1A 52175-1612
563) 422-3868 Ext. 3

$60.00 «x

$55.00 x

Total of Above

Add 7% Sales Tax ____

Total Payment Due __

Dlxol.j

Iit's Time.

2005

GET YOURS NOW BEFORE SPRING!

Test drive a Dixon ZTR FREE, our place or yours!
Financing available. See dealer for details

[Pypa’s dpplinnce

118 Main St., Hawkeye (563) 427-3246

I TRI LUMBER is proud
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‘ practice safer environmental
practices, while preserving
water, soil, and air quality.

{ R
New Chicken building
’ at S&C Organics.

I

—

RI LUMBER CO.

103 Railroad St., West Union
563-422-3806
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Memories of a Fayette SWCD Commissioner

By: William E. Bennett

My first memory of doing con
servation activities was when we took
out all of our interior fences and put
in new ones on the contour. In 1953,
when | was a high school freshman we
planted corn on the contour because
my dad’s health condition would not
allow him to lift the eighty pound
bags of fertilizer up to the boxes of
our front mounted corn planter. After
buying my first farm in 1956, | started
contour strip cropping because there
was oo much erosion with our five
year rotation of one year of corn, one
year of oats and three years of alfalfa
hay. 1 only planted so called straight
rows twice in my life. After the first
year, | was able to convince the own
ers to let me plant on the contour.

I remember when Howard Boyle
(a Soul Service
ployee and a high school friend of my
dad’s) came to our farm and asked my
dad to run for the office of Fayette Soil
District Commissioner. | remember
helping Howard lay out our first con
tours on dad's farm, my farm, and a
farm dad and | bought in partnership
before dad was asked to run for com
missioner. When dad was first elected
48 COMMISSIONEr, COMmMISsioners were
elected at the annual banquet and only
people who bought tickets to the ban-
quet were allowed to vote. A few years
later, dad was reelected when every-
one was allowed to vote for commis-
sioners as their names were placed on
the general election ballot. The terms
were for six years. The first two times
\ was elected the terms were for six
years,

We discovered that with
contouring, crop rotation, and having
switched to a chisel instead of a plow,
we still had ditches in our fields. Bill
ger built our first terraces. The
Fayette  Soil District
didn’t have anyone at the time that was
qualified to lay out parallel grass back
sloped terraces. A Soil Conserva
tion Service employee from Clayton
County laid them out. We installed
intakes by cutting the bottom out of
a ten gallon milk can. taking the hid
off the can, and setting it upside down
over a clay ule tee. Perforated steel
pipe stood upright in the can and was
filled with concrete. These terraces
were constructed by the cut and fill
method, The topsoil was not pushed
back, stock piled, and then spread
back over the disturbed area like it 1s
now. We had arcas where all topsoil
It took twenty years be

Conservation em-

even

Conservation

was removed
fore we were able to get a good crop
off those areas. This shows what hap
pens when topsoil 1s removed by any
method including erosion. After I was
elected a commissioner, Jerry Muff
convinced me that if you shoved back
the topsoil and then replaced
could grow good crops where terraces
had been constructed. He was right. |
constructed several miles of terraces
with my own tractor and equipment
In 1984, | saw an announcement
in the paper that the district was look
ing for people 1o run for the position
of Fayette Soil Conservation District
Commissioner. | had my name put
on the ballot. Carl Nus and | were
I found out that some thir

you

clected

changed since Dad was a commission

er. When he was a commissioner all
they approved were cooperalor agree
ments and hired the clerk who was
paid by the state. Belva Bauer, who
dad helped hire was still clerk, but she
retired shortly after | was elected

As secretary of the district, 1 took
the minutes. We also administrated,
set prionties, and decided cost-share
rates to be used in estimating projects
for the lowa Financial Incentives Pro-
gram (state cost-share program)

The Food and Security Act of
1985 required that land determined
highly erodible nceded a conserva
tion plan. This required more work
from district officials. Each new farm
bill since then has increased conser
vation work and required more from
the clected officials of the district
Some time in these last twenty years
the Soil Conservation Service became
the Natural Resource Conservation
Service and the Soil Conservation
District became the Soil & Water
Conservation District. These names
do a much better job of defining each
of our missions

After a period without a state
clerk, the commissioners along with
Jerry Muff, District Conservationist
and Paul Valin for the lowa Depart-
ment of Soil Conservation (now the
Division of Soil Conservation within
the lowa Department of Agriculture
and Soil Conservation) were allowed
to interview people for the position of
state clerk. This position changed to
state secretary. Lori Kohlmeyer was
hired as the new secretary.

When 1 started as a commission
er, the district sold trees, had a tree
planter built by an FFA member, and
had fifty dollars that the commission-
ers could use for local programs. We
tried several methods to raise funds
so we could do more educational and
other things in the district. These ef
forts were without much success. We
decided to hold a conservation educa
tion field day for third graders, even
if we had to take money from our
own pockets to do . With «
tion from many sources including the
Fayette County Conservation Board,
the Fayette County Cattlemen’s As
sociation, the office staff, Deb Des
sel, and many others, we held our first
event with third grade students from
the North and Valley school districts
Since then, we have received wide
spread support for our efforts from
hundreds of people, who have contrib
uted money, products, and time

One of the b
made to the district and the largest

oopera

zest contributions

single contribution given at one time
to the district was Ralph Houg willing
the Fayette Soil & Water Conservation
District his farm. Ralph knew Dick
Jensen and me since we were young
kids and felt he could trust us to use
this property 1o teach people how 1o
Thi

cest joys and alsc

live in harmony with the land has

been one of my big
my biggest disappointments. We have
built 4 pond, two types of wetlands, a

parking lot, planted several acres of
trees, planted several acres of native
plants, held several forestry events for
adults, and have taught a few hundred
Valley High School
However, we have not

students about

forestry been

able to reach out and use this wonder

ful wol to it’s full potential

The district has reached out to find
what the people of Fayette County see
as problems with our natural resourc
es and how we might solve these prob
lems. We held meetings so that lady
landowners might better understand
!!I'\ffl“"(:n' conservation
programs, and farm management of
their land. We have led efforts to put
conservation on the land by
with state and federal legislators to
get programs and funding to protect
I haven't tried
to get someone (o do a conservation
practice that I haven’t already done or
been willing to do. The best way to
lead is by example

The district has been able provide
many services with computers for the
office, software unavailable from the
federal or state government when it
was needed, GPS units, a utility ve
hicle, and additional staff, We have
started eight watershed projects in
cooperation with other districts and
have completed three. In 2005 two
more watersheds will be completed
The district was one of the first in the
area to provide a fabric-laying ma-
chine to stabilize newly constructed
waterways. Now many land improve-
ment contractors have them. The dis-
trict has also worked with the Fayette
County Chapter of Pheasants Forever
to provide native grass drill services
with their no-till drill

I am fortunate to have attended
every short course, training session,
and regional and annual meeting of

programs

visiting

our natural resources

the Conservation Districts of lowa
since | was first elected a commis
sioner. | have only missed a Fay

ette SWCD meeting when my father
passed away. Judy and | have been
able to attend eleven annual meetings
of the National

servation Districts.

Association of Con
ed
to serve six years on the board of di
rectors of NACD and ten years on the
board of directors of CDI
traveling across the state and natior
meeting people involved in the con
truly

I was privileg

I enjoyed

servation movement. | believe
they are the finest people in the world
because they give freely of their time
and resources to try to make the world
a better place. They don't ask “what is
in it for me?” The six years | served as
vice president, president, and then as
past p[L‘.\IdClll gave me many oppor

tunities to serve and meet outstanding
people. I could not have given all the
time, money, and effort | have for con

servation without the wholehearted
support of my wife and famuily. Not
only does being a commissioner not
pay any monetary wages it requires
you to pay for many things out of your
own pocket, but the non-financial re

wards are worth it to me. 1 feel good
about having been able to help make
the world a better place for present
and future generations

I have also been able to repre

sent the Fayette SWCD on the board
of directors of the Northeast lowa
RC&D (Resource Conservation and
Development) since it was started
We have been able to help start many

businesses and organizations (o serve

the people of northeast lowa. We have

helped with trails, day centers
walter quality projects

velopment, alternative crops, alterna

care

industrial de

tive livestock, and many other things
o improve the quality. of life in the
I'he list of ways that the RC&D

has helped northeast lowa is long and

area
vanied. If you are thinking of starting
or expanding a business Or organiza
tion here in northeast lowa, | urge you
1o contact the RC&ZD in Postville or
wir local SWCD for assistance

I would hike to ask you to consides
giving of yourself and serving as com
ASsIstant commissioner
These

missioner, an
Earth

are rewarding positions that give you

or an Team Volunteer
an opportunity to give back to your

community and world, | would urge
you to not let anyone keep you from
voting for the persons you feel will
best represent you as a Soil & Water
Conservation District Commissioner
Every person that is eligible to vote
has a right to and should vote for these
positions. At least twice in the last
20 years this right has been denied
to many voters in the district. Please
protect your right to vote on who rep
resents you

In closing, I want to thank each
and every person in the Fayette Soil
& Water Conservation District of the
memories | have of serving you. | will
still serve you in other capacities to
make this area one of best in the world
in which to live and raise a family

I'hanks for the Memories!

programs for...
* Non-GMO Beans

* Non-GMO Corn

* Pattison Bros

* Pioneer 35Y65

* Gyarst 8625

get as much return as possible. Have
you looked at what Pattison Bros.
Programs can do for your bottom line?
Pattison Bros. is currently booking

* Variety Specific Beans

* Hybrid Specific Corn
Beans

35SD28 and 34N43
* NK 59-Q9, 60-N2
8590, 8523 and 8791
* AgriGold 6315, 6395, 6341 and 6391

* Gold Country 6024

If you're already growing it,
you might as well get a premium for it!

18-L4 and 65-M7

and Kandi

PATTISON BROS

O —

Now Booking Market
Grain Progr

Low commodity prices create a need to

- See us about your crop insurance & grain marketing needs -

Pattison Bros.

Fayette

(563) 425-3361 or 800-632-5952
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Support makes all the difference

The Fayette SWCD would like to thank those who made contributions to
the supporter club in 2004. The SWCD Commissioners and office staff
work to educate and inform the public of the programs available to them.
Below you will find the names of individuals and businesses of Fayette

County and beyond who have made our programs possible

Please ac-

knowledge these people for their generous contributions. Through con-

tinued conservation efforts, we can all make a difference

Supporters
Ralph W Adams
Inez Brown
Curt Chensvold
Patrick Duffy
Paul Fox

Bernadine Grannenman

William Kauten
James Lein
Howard Meaney
William Miller
Harry Naffziger
Harold Popenhgaen
Laverne Ries
Robert Scott
Jack Slyfield
Berniece Walsh
David Wireman

I'im Hamlett Ltd Ptnshp

Savers

Dora Lee Albertson
Mark Arthur

Floyd Baumgartner
Charles Baumler
Don Blaker

Dana Brandorff
Elmer Buhr

Dale Calease
William Dale Conklin
Tom Davis

Don Durscher
Robert Finch
Willys Fritz

L C Gray

Willis Grundmeyer
Norbert Hackman
Harrison Farm
Gladys Henry
Larry Huinker
Robert Johnston
Ray Kueker

Keith Lansing

Don Leyh

Irene Martin
Dorothy McAllister
Miller Family Farm
Gordon Murray-John
Harry Pape

Matt Porter

Clair Reid

Helen Roberts
Curtis Sauder
Shereen Schnor
Paul Schuchmann
Ron Seedorff
Duane Stickfort
Eleanor Swent
Randy Tope
Westgate Elevator
J R Wynthein

Town & Country Real Esta

Stewards

John R Adams
Marjorie Allenstein
Dorothy Bartels
Ron Beerman

Eric Boechm

Gay Bowden

ing Jann Bowlus
Veryl Burghardt
Burrack Farm Inc

Mary Batterson
Leo Buchtela

Iim Diemer

Don Eberhart
Dorothy Gilmer
Ted Hageman
Arlin Knief
Berniece Lincoln
Dorothy Medberry
Ralph Moellers
Robert Numedahl
Tim Recker

Dan Roffman
Robert Scott Trst
Iola Stannard
Roberta Warner
Richard Stubenrach

Don Alcorn

Lane Ash

Robert Bassett
Kevin Baumler
Killian Bodensteiner
Ruth Brooks

Bert Butikofer
Emory Christensen
Robert Cowles
Stanley Diebel
Bruce Ehler

Jeryl Fink

F A Gerstenberger
Gross Low Fms
Earl Haas

Dale Halverson
Randy Helgerson
Paul Hoeger
James Ingels

Jan Kappes

E B Kunkle
Leslie Lauer & Sons
Janita Loftus
Karen Martin
Mike Meyer

Janet Mitchell
Merrill Nerem
Don Pliester
Rausch Family Inc
Reinert Farms Inc
Dean Rueber
Henry Schmitt
LeWayn Schrader
Olette Schultz

Jed Siebrecht
Steve Story

Nick Teig

Don Treloar

Allen Winzenburg
William Ziegler
ate

Paul Adams
Gladys Anderson FLP

Bassett Pheasant Ridge

Kenneth Blockhus
Boess Family Farm
C M Bowling
Stanley Boyer
John Bunn

Robert Campbell

Citizens Savings Bank-Hawkeye

Clayton Bonjour
Ken Butters
Vern Dietzenbach
Four Strong Ltd
Diane Grange
Balz Kamm
Garland Knight
Harry Martin
Marilyn Mihall
Mike Moser
Don Oelrich
Robert Reilly
Tone Saboe

Dale Schrader
Grace Sunnes
Ruth Whiteford

Lavern Alcorn
Steve Baker
Irvin Bateman
Edna Beerman
Barbara Born
Brownell Farms
C & W Farms
Kenton Cowles
Steve Crider
Leonard Dolezal
Don Ehlers
Eugene Franzen
Darlene Granger
Maxine Gumm
Howard Hall
Patricia Hanson
Eugene Henn
Bill Hogan
Violet James
Sam Koehler

L & H Ranch
Herman Lenz
Edith Mann
Dwight Maurer
Robert Mihm
Don Mueller
Joyce Oldfather
Doug Poppen
RDR Farms
Bonnie Reisner
Lucille Rueber
Francis Schnor
Harry Schroeder
Marilyn Seedorff
Kenneth Springer
Ernest Streicher
Lyle TeKippe
Dave VanDeBerg
John Woods

AF Farms Ltd
Shirley Bagenstos
James Beeghly
Ron Bodensteiner
Paul Boess
Gertrude Bowl-
Wayne Brownell
Gary Burger

Tom Claassen
Corkery Farm
James Cue

Dave Drilling
Easton’s Culligan
Dean Essig

Jerry Cole

William Corkery
Charles I Deering
Loras Drilling & Son
Dennis Edgar

Dan Fagle

First National Bank-West Union

Paul Foxwell

James N Franzen

Fredericksburg Farmers Coop

Roger Gamm
Grimm Farms Inc
Jim Halstead
Suzanne Henn
Keith James
Richard Jensen
Charles Kerns
Daniel Lundt
Vince McFadden
Jeff Moellers
Myron Nagle
Owen Ott

Lee Preuss
Reliable Insur. Agency
Daryl Ruff

Neil Schwake
Charles Smith
Cyril Steinlage
Gerald Vagts

Dan Winter Jr

Sustainers

Robert Addy
Darryl Cannon
Alan Davis

IVA Inc

McMillan Brothers
Will Ogle

Randy Woods

Gary Gibbs

Ed Gross

Roger Halvorson
Heraty Hudson Farms
Glenn Janssen

Pete Kalb

Gerald Kuennen
Robert Margroff
Kenneth Miiler
Duane Mork
Millard Nelson Jr
David Palas

Don Rausch & Sons
Sam Ridenour
George Schaefers
Vernon Shaw

Noel Smith

Floyd Stensland
Wagner Brothers
Don Woods Trst

William Bennett

Cecil Chapman
Halstead Brothers
Collin Jensen

Merkel Bowling Farms
Russell Smith

Betty Cook

Jim Costello

Don Derflinger
DRM Family Ptnshp
Richard Egan

Ron Corbin

Sidney Crowe

John Dessel
Dummermuth Farms
Robert Eitel

First National Bank-Oelwein

Harold Fishcer
Keith Franzen
Mike Friederich
Graey Market Ltd
Loren Gross
Brian Harpers
Mike Holtz
Lorraine Jeckel
Lynn Kelck
Harlan Koester
Don Martins
Missildine Farms
Rodney Morse
Gene Nuss
Pattison Brothers
Karel Rawson
Florence Robinson
Edmund Schmitt
Eugene Sieck

T J Stecklein
Szabo Construction
Marcia Whiteford
Dennis Worden

John Bunn

William Claassen
Hurdal Inc

Robert Kalb Farms
Northeast lowa Coop
Rick Trotter

Dan Forsyth
Richard Frieden
Kenneth Friedly
K Ted Green
Dave Grove
Mike Heins
Kyle Jacobsen
Charles Jenks
Kerndt Brothers Savings
C J Lensing
Maynard Savings Bank
Jon Mitchell
John Muench
Ron O’Kones
Mike Puff

Jim Recker

Dan Rosburg
Steve Schmitt
Hans Siemers
Darrell Steggall
Dale Ungerer
Joe Wingert
Stanley Yearous

Burco Farms
Cunningham Farms Ltd
Rosemary Hyman
Alice Koempel

Paul Nuss

Donald Ungerer

OFF ROAD

ohn Falb has you covered!

ez

Our lots are overflowing with value...nearly 100 new
and used trucks, vans, suv’s, luxury sedans and -

economic compacts. Visit our lots in West Union and
Postville and test drive one today!!

@ John Falb Co.

West Union [563) 422-3801 or 1-800-373-3801
John Falb Used Car Center - Postville [(563) 864-3978
“A New Generation of a 94 Year Tradition”

www.johnfalbco.com

John O. Falb
(563) 422-5353

Dennis Schaefer
(563) 245-1495

Tony Schager
(563) 864-3926

Josh Hanson
(563) 380-4091




Soppe,

cont. from front

In additon to additional plant-
ings, Soppe routinely harvests
trees from his woods. In 2000,
he conducted a harvest on all 28.5
acres. The thinning of the wood-
lands yielded 16.5 MBF of mainly
walnut, elm, and cottonwood.

The harvest, he says, is an
exellent way to rejuvenate a forest
and helps the growing process for
seedlings planted later.

As a result of the excellent
and creative management skills
in Soppe’s woodlands, the recre-
ational benefits like hunting in the
area have increased.

Leroy and his family enjoy
hunting in their woods, so con-
serving habitat for wildlife on the
propery is an important goal. His
main focus involves aesthetics-and
improving timber quality.

When he is witness to in-
creased wildlife in his woods, it
is evidence that his conservation
plan has been a success. He says
it’s great motivation to continue
the process of woodland conser-
vation.

BUYERS
WANTED

FARMLAND &
RECREATIONAL LAND

+ 235 Acres - lllyria twp., sec. 12 &
13 in Fayette Co.

+ 85 Acres (80 tillable) - Pleasant
Valley twp., sec. 15& 22, in
Fayette Co.

* Rural building lot/acreage
with potential, close to trout
fishing stream at Volga Lake
Recreation Area.

HOMESTEAD

mRealty

Largest

Deb Merrill, Broker/Owner
Lisa Wescott, Broker Assoc.
306 Hwy 150 S, West Union

www.homesteadiowarealty.com

563-422-3277
[£]1-800-643-3277|12]
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District activities

JANUARY

* Election of Officers, appointment of Treasurer, and appointment of
Assistant Commissioners was held.

* CDI & NACD dues were paid.

* Civil Rights, EEO, and Mutual Agreement were reviewed with the
SWCD Board.

FEBRUARY
* Annual Plan of Work was reviewed.
* District Employee Handbook was adopted.

MARCH

*  SWCD purchased 2 Compaq IPAQ computers.
*  Thirty-two EQIP applications were ranked.

* Spring Regional meeting was held.

APRIL

» Jeremy Bahls, Upper lowa intern student, volunteered assistance to
the NRCS office for field layout.

* The Fayette County Volunteer Group was chosen for the State of
lowa group volunteer award,

MAY

*  Mink Creek Watershed Assessment was done.

* Budget and Plans of Operations were submitted for Grannis and
Mink Creeks.

Schedule Your Spring
Building Needs Now

‘ Urban Berkes home,
rural Fayette
DECRA New Decra® Shingles

£ \siinGi]

Daryl Cannon’s storage
building, rural Westgate
VicWest Steel

Spahn & Rose
Lumber Co.

SPAHN & ROSE “A Tradition of Quality and Service”
ickle, Manager Bus. Maynard (563) 637-2291

JUNE

* Breanna Lenth was hired as a high school intern to assist the field
office during the summer months with various projects when
needed.

¢ Don Kamaus, CPA, will be doing the payroll for the SWCD.

e  Award winners were selected for 2004.

* Upper Maquoketa Watershed Coordinator will be working in the
South Fork Watershed
Watershed _ time.

time and in the Upper Maquoketa

* Budget and Plan of Operations were submitted for the Upper Ma
quoketa River and South Fork River

JULY

* [IDALS/DSC Buffers Agreement was completed
Fayette SWCD received $28.459 for the 2004-2005 lowa Financial

* Incentive Cost-Share Program.

* A new CDI/IDALS/DSC Buffer Agreement was signed.

* Judy Bennett received the NACD North Central Region
Distinguished Service award at the North Central Regional meeting
in Springfield, IL.

* Fayette SWCD had a booth at the Fayette County fair.

* Fayette County is ranked #2 for contour buffer strips in the state. *

* Tree planting also ranked high.

* Grannis Creek Watershed Coordinator will be working in the Mink
Creek Watershed.

AUGUST

* Mink Creek 2005 budget was reviewed.

* Fayette SWCD received $7,940.00 for REAP Practices program
* Fayette SWCD received $1,985.00 for REAP Forestry program.

SEPTEMBER

= Fall Regional meeting was held.

* Farm Bureau banquet was held in Fayette.

* The EQIP meeting was held with the locally led group at Kerndt
Brothers Savings.

* Upper Maquoketa 2005 budget was reviewed.

¢ Upper Maquoketa Annual Meeting was held at Backbone Country
Club.

* A new Watershed Bureau will be established within the Division of
Soil Conservation.

OCTOBER
* lowa State Forestry Field Day was held at the William Bennett
farm.

* Lisa Bahe was hired at a temporary District Employee.

* SWCD Employee evaluations were completed.

* Grannis Creek Watershed Coordinator is working in the Mink
Creek Watershed and the Grannis Creek Watershed.

NOVEMBER

* A Turkey River Watershed Coordinator will be hired for promoting
CRP in Chickasaw, Clayton and Fayette counties.

* Annual Conference was held in Marshalltown.

* Fayette SWCD received $2,933.00 in supplemental cost-share for
REAP Forestry program.

* EQIP changes were made for the 2005 program

* The Turkey River and Wapsipinicon Rivers were approved for the
Conservation Security Program (CSP) taking in 94% of
Fayette County

DECEMBER

* NACD dues were paid.

* Approximately 155 Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
applications have been signed up for flood damage repair.

* Informational Conservation Security Program meeting was held in
West Union.
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South Fork of the Maquoketa River watershed sustains
significant damage and soil loss due to ﬂoodmg

By Tom Sperfslage,
Environmental Specialist
lowa Department of Agriculture

Flood waters raced through
the South Fork of the Maquoketa
River watershed at least five sepa-
rate times this past summer, caus-
ing significant damage to infra
structure and tremendous soil loss
from farm fields

The South Fork Maquoketa
River runs through the southeast
corner of Fayette County, west
T'he South
Fork confluences with the Upper
Magquoketa Backbone
State Park, and forms the upper
reaches of Backbone Lake. The
South Fork has a drainage area of
about 36,400 acres, 88% (32,000
acres) of which is used for crop

of Starmont Schools

River in

production. The communities of
Lamont and Aurora are located
either fully or partially inside the
watershed boundaries.

In late July 2004, the South

Fork of the Maquoketa River Wa-
ter Quality Project officially start-
ed operations with a goal of help-
ing watershed residents improve
the quality of water that reaches
the River and eventually Backbone
Lake
include the local SWCD's,
DNR,
and others

Sponsors for the project

EPA,
NRCS
It is estimated that the

lowa Dept of Ag,

South Fork Maquoketa project will
be in operation for 3-5 years.

Below is a photograph from
the watershed documenting the
power of the flood water and the
resulting scour holes. The dam-
age depicted in the photograph oc-
curred over an area almost 55 acres
in size. For all practical purposes,
this particular field is essentially
no longer usable for crop produc-
tion.

Historically, the South Fork
Maquoketa was filled with thou-
sands of wetlands, especially in the

floodplain. Among other benefits,

se, items

arch Planter Parts Sale!f
Save 5% with cash on planter parts
OR take advantage of 90 days no payment,
no mterest with Farm Plan.

5P

ha: already on sale in
are ot eligible for additional d

PLANTER & DRILL
SERVICE CLINIC

Wednesday, March 2
10:00 am meeting

SRR
Fearurmg David Moline
Area Manager of Product Support for John Deere Co.

BONUS: All attendees of the planter clinic will
receive a VIP coupon good for $10.00 off any
purchase at the dealership.

Limit one per person. Coupon must be used the day of the planter clinic.

Kinze & Competitive Owners Welcome!

www.hubcutyimp.com

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT

1900 S. Frederick Ave., Oelwein
(319) 283-4371 or (800) 498-4371
“Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer” JOHN DEERE

these wetlands helped to dissipate
flood water, and keep damage to a
minimum. Since the 1920’s many
of these wetlands were tiled out in
order to gain cropland

So far, landowners in the wa-
tershed have been receptive to
restoring wetlands back in areas
where they were once found. In
fact, one South Fork Maquoketa
watershed landowner plans to re
store 37 acres of cropland to wet-

Many
the Conservation Reserve

land in the spring of 2005
times,
Program offers financial incen-
tives to do the work. Wetlands are
critical to water quality...and they
work wonders for reducing the ef-

fects of damaging floods.

Above isa photograph from the watershed documentlng the
power of the flood water and the resulting scour holes. The
damage depicted in the photograph occurred over an area
almost 55 acres in size. For all practical purposes, this particular
field is essentially no longer usable for crop production.

First National Bank ,
Oelwein salutes the soil
and water conservation

efforts of area landowners.

Your work today will
benefit Fayette County

residents for generations

to come.

Thank you.

National
Bank

| OePwein |

/
Momber FOIC

HOMETOWN COMMUNITY SPIRIT
HOMETOWN COMMUNITY PRIDE™

1 W Charles &
201 S Frederick
(319) 283-2524 or 1-800-568-4239
www.fnboelwein.com
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Fayette SWCD Revolving
Fund statement

JULY 1, 2003 through JUNE 30, 2004

District Revolving Fund

Beginning Balance $1.480.20 By Rick Klann

Receipts Upper lowa University

Fabric Income 958.00 Upper lowa University con-
Grain Drill Income 40872  ducted initial water quality moni-
IM Reimbursement 1,500.00 toring on Grannis Creek from
Houg Money Market Transfers 2,043.23  April through November of 2001
Money Market Transfers 10,864.00 Monitoring recommenced in July
Regional Meeting Income 2400 of 2002 and continued through
Supporter Club 1,124.00 November of 2004. Samples were
Tree Sales 4,343.15  collected monthly from three sites
Upper Maguoketa Reimbursement 821.31 along the creek. Additionally, sam-

ples were collected immediately

Total Receipts $22.086.41 following significant rain events

(more than 0.6 inches of rain in a
TOTAL $23,566.61 12 hour period).
Each sample was analyzed for

Expenses the following physical and chemi

ATV $33474 cal parameters of water qual
Donations 200.00 ity: temperature, pH, conductivity,
Education 2.897.40 dissolved oxygen and turbidity are
Fabric 2,883.28 measured on site, while samples
Gifts Given 40.00 returned to the lab are analyzed for
GPS 338.70 suspended solids, fecal coliform
Grain Drill 408.72  bacteria, ammonia, nitrate-nitrite,
Grannis Creek 365.58 total nitrogen, soluble reactive
Houg Property 2,138.63 . phosphorus and total phosphorus
IM Commissioner 1,383.40 Twice a year (May and Sep-
IM Office 123.84 tember), each site was sampled
Meeting Expenses 816.03 for benthic macroinvertebrates
Memorials 35.00 (primarily insects and scuds that
Office Supplies 1,967.49  live on the bottom). Since differ-
Postage 957.59  ent species of benthic macroinver-
Sales Tax 959.00 tebrates vary with respect to their
Trees 494198 ability to tolerate pollution, they
Upper Maquoketa River 1,582.34 can be very useful as indicators
of water quality. Specifically, they
Total Expenses $22,373.72  can indicate input of pollution that
may be missed by a monthly sam-
Ending Balance 6/30/04 $1,192.8G  pling regime.
Despite efforts to improve the
Checking Savings water quality of Grannis Creek
Beginning Balance $668.48 through land improvement prac-
Interest Earned 3.05 tices, the water quality of Gran-
nis Creek declined during the
Ending Balance 6/30/04 $671.53  monitoring period. 2003 and 2004

were interesting years in terms
of precipitation, both in respect
to the frequency of rainfall and

IS CHARGE

of your
bottom
line with

Technology That Yields®

HERCULEX I

&

Insect Protection

The Better BT

Pioneer® brand corn hybrids with
HERCULEX' | INSECT PROTECTION
available at...

Schroeder Feed & Seed

Hawkeye * 427-5310

PIONEER.

smooucTs
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the amount of rainfall per event.
Although rain events during the
spring and summer were few and
far between (particularly in 2003),
when it did rain, we often received
an inordinately large amount of
precipitation. The
2003 and 2004 were marked by

summers of

a large number of significant rain

events in which there were two
days or more of heavy rain.

Light rains allow the water to
percolate through the ground
This water is filtered before it re-
turns to the surface at a spring
or seep. Heavy rainfalls saturate
that falls

after the soil is saturated will not

the ground. Any rain
be able to percolate and be fil-
tered. Instead, it flows directly to
Runoff

bare ground strips topsoil (2nd

streams as runoff from
the chemicals it contains) and car
ries it to the stream. Buffer strips
are so valuable because they can
perform the function of filtration,
limiting the amount of sediment
carried by runoff.

The heavy rains that fell this
past summer led to a tremendous
amount of sediment introduced to
Grannis Creek by Many
organic pollutants (nitrogen and
phosphorus) were washed in as

runoff

well, as evidenced by the increase
in aquatic vegetation (normally,
nitrogen and phosphorus levels are
low, limiting plant growth).

When comparing data from
2002 to that from 2003 and 2004,
an examination of individual pa-
rameters of water quality pro-
duced some striking results. Mea-
surements of turbidity, which are
normally less than 10, exceeded
4000 following significant rain
events, indicating a tremendous
influx of sediment into the stream.
On average, levels of phosphorus

February, 2005

Grannis Creek Water
Quality Monitoring

Page 11

were two to three times higher,
and measurements of suspended
solids were two to four times high-
er. Measurements of nitrogen also

increased, but not as significantly

There was a dramatic change
in the benthic macroinvertebrate
community inhabiting the stream.
There was a decline in the num-
ber of species found at each of the
three sites. Many species that could
not tolerate the increase in organic
pollution disappeared from the
sample sites. Those species that
could tolerate the increased pol
lution thrived and produced abun
dant numbers of individuals at the
expense of the less tolerant spe
cies

As far as fecal coliform bac
levels of

teria concerned,

bacteria tended to be higher fol-

were

lowing significant rain events, as
from
animal manure. It was not unusual

runoff introduced bacteria
for these levels to exceed the limit
set for water sources with primary
contact recreation (such as swim-
ming). Though Grannis Creek is
not utilized for swimming. it does
see significant use from anglers
who come into contact with water
in the stream

Most of the sediment and nutrients
entered the creek through what
is normally a dry run that joins
Grannis Creek immediately below
the spring. This dry run courses
through a significant portion of the
watershed and only carries water
following heavy rain events.

Land improvement practic-
es are the key to maintaining a
healthy Grannis Creek. It is clear
that additional efforts are needed
to reduce the sediment load car-
ried by runoff and to make sure
that runoff is filtered of organic
pollutants.

* Rental « Treated Lumber

+ Livestock * Bulk Nails/
Equipment Screws

+ Dimensional  * Hardware
Lumber « Paslode Nails

* Plywood * Welding

+ Sheet Rock Supplies

+ Crane Service * Free Delivery

G.S

GRAIN SYSTEMg

1105 North Frederick Ave.
Phone: 319-283-5820

LUIRBER % LurE

. SUPPLy

Oelwein, 1A 50662

Fax: 319-283-5821
gssupply@trxinc.com
FN




Page 12

February, 2005

Fayette SWCD Report

Where Have All the Oak Trees Gone

By Greg Heidebrink

In the 60°s Peter, Paul and
Mary were wondering “Where
Have All the Flowers Gone?" Over
the next 2 decades, I think we will
be asking “where have all the oak
trees gone?” The “times they are
a changing” and so are our forests.
In the Forest Service inventory
from 1974, 67% of lowa’s forest
resource was the oak/hickory tim-
ber type. In the 1990 survey it was
37%. Why is this happening? The
answer is succession. Succession
is the natural transition of a plant
community from an early invader
type species to a climax species.
We all know what happens to a
grass field surrounded by timber.
If no mowing or burning is done,
in 15 to 25 years the field may
look like a new forest. This is the
process of succession. In the past,
fire was responsible for keeping
succession at bay. As we all know
there aren't many prairie fires
anymore. Our timbers are slowly
converting from Oak/hickory to
Maple/basswood. Fire keeps thin
barked trees like maple and bass-
wood out of the understory while
the thicker barked oak and walnut
are unaffected. Once a timber gets

to the Maple/basswood timber
type, without major disturbance
it will never go back. The reason
for this is that species like maple
and basswood are very shade tol-
erant and can regenerate under the
shade of the parent trees. Species
like oak and walnut are not shade
tolerant. They have to have full
sunlight to regenerate. So you can
see that without fire or certain log-
ging practices, Northeast lowa will
naturally convert to a Maple/bass-
wood timber type. This is not all
bad, because this community pro-
vides beautiful “Cathedral” forests
and is a joy to work in. It is very
easy to manage this community of
trees. The down side is that this
reduces diversity in our timbers
and is bad for wildlife.
over 80 species of animals in lowa

There are

that eat acorns so it is important to
keep oak trees around.

Recently
show on public television about

I was watching a

the history of logging. The show
was quite interesting and I learned
a lot about how logging developed
in the United States in the early
1800’s. As I usually do with most
shows about timber management
and forestry in today’s media, I

found something troubling about
the program. They painted a very
poor picture of clearcutting. In
their defense, logging and forest
management was not a very pretty
picture in the 1800’s, but this does
not mean that the management tool
they were using was bad; it was
the way in which the tool was used
that was bad. This is also true in
Northeast Iowa. One of the best
ways to set back or alter succes-
sion is to use harvesting methods
like clearcutting or a shelterwood
cut (A shelterwood cut is a 2 stage
clearcut). A clearcut is not a bad
thing if used correctly. It is not the
end of a forest but the beginning
of a new one. This does not mean
that it is the only answer either.
There are many things that should
be considered before doing this
type of management. You should
look at the effects that it will have
on esthetics, wildlife and plant
communities in the area. These
effects can be both positive and
negative. A clear cut creates very
dense and brushy wildlife cover in
its early stages and is very benefi-
cial to some species. It may also
be detrimental to others if their
habitat niche is mature woodlands.

One ways that this can be rem-
edied is to adjust the size of your
cut. In the 1800s the size of the cut
equaled the side of the mountain,
today in Iowa it may be 3 acres out
of 30 acres of woodland, or it may
be 5 out of 10. It will all depend
on the landowner’s goals and the
ability of the timber to respond.
The thing to keep in mind is that
clearcutting is not a bad thing. Itis
a great way for us to grow oak and
walnut trees in lowa.

I get to work in an ecosys-
tem that provides beauty, solace,
habitat, clean water, lumber and
the list goes on. The great thing
about timber/woodlands/forests is
that they are renewable resources.
I know that with wise manage-
ment, this ecosystem will be there
for my children, grand children
and generations to come. I know
where the oak trees are, and would
like to keep them there for years to
come!

Need to Overhaul Your
Farm Insurance?

Now is the time to look
over more than just your
planting equipment.

Cadll us today to plow
through your farm insurance
policy. Your coverages may
need to grow to keep up with
your farming operation.

FARUTUAL

INSUIance s for Town and Farm

APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

Jeff Miller Insurance

109 S Vine St., West Union 563-422-5810

g PN
= :
[ T
<o Sy
PG

|
n &

Northeast lowa Cooperative is your seed,

feed and field application source

MARK YOUR CALENDAR and Plan to Attend our

CROP FAIR

at the NICC Dairy Center in Calmar
Co-hosted by the lowa Corn Promotion Board and the lowa Corn Growers Association

This is a FREE program,

“Planting Techniques for Better Yields” by Kevin Kimberley and Dave Smoldt
and a talk on
“Defending lowa’s Livestock Producers” by Rex Hoppes

The program begins

and includes a complimentary lunch provided by Northeast lowa Coop

For information or to reserve a seat, contact:
Kent Appler at Northeast lowa Coop 563-423-5293

featuring an extensive presentation on

at 10 am and concludes at 3 pm,

Northeast Iowa
Cooperative

Driven To Exceed Our Customers’ Expectations

Clermont (563) 423-5293
Maynard (563) 637-2285
Sumner (563) 578-3214
Elgin (563) 426-5566
Arlington (563) 633-3415
Winthrop (319) 935-3336
With facilities in Lamont, Randalia, Volga
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USE OF STATE FUNDS
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2003 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2004

lowa Soil Conservation Award
winner for Fayette County,

Bill and Marge Strudhoff

IM BUDGET
By LaVonne Koch, some challenges over the past strips and farms the land on the Allocation $1,500.00
Soil Conservation Technician years. One afternoon when Marge ~ contour. Bill stresses how impor- Commissioner Expenses $1,383.40
William (Bill) and Marge was driving home, a dust storm tant good communication and Office Supplies & Expenses $123.84
Strudhoff started farming on his  occurred. South of their house soil ~ planning plays in putting conser-
parents farm in 1954 after Bill was blowing across the road sobad  vation on the land. 3M BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM
returned home from the Korean she needed to use headlights to see. Bill believes that maintenance  2003-2004 Allocation $28,459.00
War. They have been married for This occurred for two more days. on the practices now established is ~ Supplemental Allocation 11,915.50
forty eight years and are parents Then in 1999, the area was hit with  very important. He has hired his Total Allocation 40,374.50
of four children; David and his aheavy rain storm. Bill and Marge farmstead renter who is a land- Allocated 26,214.90
wife, Denise, Paul, Kim and her saw the amount of rilling that oc-  scaper to control the weeds and  Spent 10,882.70
husband Kelly, and Michelle. Bill ~ curred on the farm. This prompted ~ keep the trees healthy. The shel- Balance $3,276.90
graduated from Upper Iowa Uni- them to get conservation on the terbelt on the north and west side
versity with a teaching degree and  land and stop erosion even though  of Bill’s home is hand weeded not  2002-2003 Allocation $16,979.00
Marge has a Nursing degree. the land is marked Not Highly only to control weeds but as thera-  Supplemental Allocation 34,576.00
The Strudhoff’s built a house  Erodible. They showed interest in  py for Bill. Total Allocation 51,555.00
on the other 80 acres of the farmto ~ several practices, field windbreak, This past year with the heavy Allocated 35,158.79
make room for the children. When  shelterbelt, contour buffer strips, rains, the Strudhoff’s farm was put ~ Spent 8,727.25
Bill's parents purchased the farm and waterways. They have com- to test. Bill and Dave drove the Balance $7,668.96

they purchased it in eighty acre

pleted all of these practices and

farm and were totally amazed at

plot, first the farmstead eighty. are still thinking about construct- the minimal soil movement and 2001-2002 Allocation $43.,659.00
Both building sites are very well ing a shallow water wetland for damage that had occurred. This Supplemental Allocation 14,569.00
groomed. The property line fenc- = wildlife. Currently, 23.4 acres in made them a firm believer of these  Total Allocation 58,228.00
es are very well kept up and have Contour Buffer Strips, 5.9 acres in  conservation practices that were Allocated 5,957.50
good weed control. Grassed Waterways and 19.2 acres  applied to the land. Spent 52,008.44
During Bill and Marge’s early in Windbreaks and Shelterbelts Bill and Marge are very proud Balance $262.06
farming days, they had 30-head with a total of 48.5 acres in Con- of their farm as it looks today. As
of beef cows, raised the calves to  servation Reserve Program. you walk into the front door of 2004 REAP Practices Re-Allocation $14,190.62
400-pounds, raised corn, hay, and The Strudhoffs give lots of their house, there hangs a photo Allocation $7.968.00

pasture. In 1965, Bill began teach-
ing at Turkey Valley School and in
1978, he decided to sell the cows

credit to their son, David, who did
the paper work to get these prac-
tices completed, their farmstead

of the farm with all the practices
implemented.
Bill's goal in life is to keep

Spent
Reallocated under 2005 Funds

$12,358.28
$9,800.34

and rent the farmland. The farm renter, Norman Gee, who did the the farm a place for wildlife, have 2004 REAP Forestry Re-Allocation $375.00
ground then went to a corn and seeding and planting of trees, and  good conservation on the land and  Allocation $1,992.00
bean rotation, tiled and cropped Pat Rochford, who rents the land keep the land in good condition for ~ Supplemental Allocation $5,174.00
the pasture. and allowed the contour buffer the next generation. Spent $286.33

Recalled $842.17

Bill and Marge have faced

Farmers

Not every season
| is filled with
| rainbows

But with Revenue Assurance (RA) protection from Farmers Crop Insurance
Alliance, you can plant with confidence and certainty. With Revenue Assurance
(RA) your revenue will be protected from any weather-related losses, with added
protection for the price!
Make sure there’s something at the the end of the rainbow this season. Protect
your income with Revenue Assurance (RA) from Farmers Crop Insurance Alliance

Reallocated under 2005 Funds

2004 Volga Lake Allocation
Spent
Recalled

$6,412.50

$17,187.00
$5,597.14
$11,589.86

Keeping You
In Touch!

Your Authorized Agent for:

¥ i wireless

DIRECTWV.

7/?. US.Cellular

UER &
ML&UER

INSURANCE AGENCY, LTD.
123 N Vine, West Union
(563) 422-3871

115 W Main,

HAWKEYE  oum
TELEPHONE *77-3%22

“Call Today for Satellite TV at its Best!”

rCrop Insurance
Alliance

Crop Insurince policies ntfered by Farmers Crop Iraurance Allisnos are svailable to 4

roducees regandless of race, colog national onpin, sex. 15
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Fayette SWCD and lowa SSCC
meet with state legislator_s

iy

. 1 v g I
Fayette SWCD Commissioners Bennett, Jensen, and Ogle along with lowa State Soil Conserva-
tion Committee member Jodi Kerns met with state legislators in Des Moines. They met with 75 of
of the 150 members as several of the legislators were in Washington D.C. that day. Among the
other legislators they met with and discussed conservation issues with were Senators Brunkhort
and Zieman and Representatives Lalk and Gipp. Pictured from left: Bill Bennett - Fayette SWCD,
Senator Brian Schoenjahn, Will Ogle - Fayette SWCD, Richard Jensen - Fayette SWCD, Jodi
Kerns - lowa SSCC, and Representative Roger Thomas

SZABO

Construction Co., Inc. |
Over 30 years of soil conservation

* Excavating (All Types) e Terraces
* Demolition * Waterways
» Water and Sewer * Ponds

(563) 864-7515 » 1-888-864-7518
152 S. West Street, Postville, A 52162

Terry Szabo, President

CONSERVATION

* Pond & wetland wildlife preservation

* Improved field water drainage, less corrosion

» Windbreaks decrease soil loss to high wind

* No-till and Low-till reduces soil loss to wind & rain
* Less chemical runoff means cleaner well water

Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank is proud to
support the efforts of area conservationists.

Clermont - 200 Mill St
(563) 423-5267

Harpers Ferry - 315 West Chestnut St
(563) 586-2166
Lansing - 370 Main St

(563) 538-4231 or (800) 577-5272

. West Union - 205 North Vine St
Sawngs Bank (563) 422-6072 or (800) 5684235
Co i =i EZ Phone Banking: (888) 527-4231
Your Financial Family Since 1856 o (6% Ssadoss” °*
online banking: www.kerndtbrothers.com Member FDIC @




Accomplishments

for 2004

Practices

Contour Farming

Contour Buffer Strips

Filter Strips, Wildlife Habitat Buffers, Wetland Buffers
Grade Stabilization Structures

Grassed Waterways

Livestock Exclusion

Manure Storage Structures

Nutrient Management Applied

Pest Management

Prescribed Grazing

Residue Managment

Riparian Forest Buffers

Stripcropping

Terraces

Timber Stand Improvement

Tree & Shrub Plantings

Upland & Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
Water & Sediment Control Basins

Wetland Restoration

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Total Contracts = 2,147 Total Acres = 26,24

- Grannis looks

1,396 ac.
1,078 ac.
10,507 ac.
2 structures
122.4 ac.
1,573 ac.

4 structures
192 ac

24 ac

45 ac

1,156 ac.

23 ac.
323 ac.
9,650 ft.
240 ac.

116 ac.
1,364 ac

3 structures
81 ac.

0 acres

TURKEY RIVE
FORESTRY

Buying Logs or Standing Timber

563-426-5851 or 380-9599
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Non GMGO, and ldentity Preserved

Crop Planning and Crop Programs

+ Organic Corn and Soybeans

Contact Us

800.342.6976
507.451.3316

www.sunrich.com
info@sunrich.com

Cresco, IA and Hope, MN

+ Contracts with year-round delivery
= Non-GMO soybean premiums up to +$2 CBOT
= Premiums available for food grade soybeans include

lowa, Pioneer, Asgrow, Stine, Gold Country, NK, and more!’

Call today to see if your beans
qualify for a premium!

E
o
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Trout population trend in

By: Carrie Davis, Grannis
Creek Watershed Coordinator

Grannis Creek, located in east-
ern Fayette County, is a cold water
trout stream that has been the sub-
Ject of a watershed project the last
three years.
the project has been to have Gran-
nis Creek support a viable, pro-
ductive, and naturally reproducing
population of brown and possibly
rainbow trout

Sedimentation is a major cause
of decreased trout habitat, imped-
ing trout populations. Silt will fill
up the deep holes and buries the
gravel and rocky habitat that trout
need. Excessive sedimentation in
a trout stream: absorbs sunlight
causing water temperatures (o rise,
which can be very harmful to trout
which need cool water tempera-
tures (o survive.

During the summer of 2004
Big Springs Fish
Decorah
of Grannis Creek open to public

Hatchery in
re-sampled a portion
fishing, The area was sampled by
sending an electrical current into
the water that stuns the fish long
enough to be caught, weighed, and
measured. They are then released
back into the stream unharmed.
This same area was previously

' sampled in 2002 so some com-

parisons can be made between the

One of the goals of

two samplings. For this sampling
fish over 6 inches in length are
considered adults. There has been
a significant increase in the popu-
lations of both rainbow and brown
trout in Grannis Creek. The num-
ber of rainbow trout increased 31%
and brown trout increased 26% in
the two years between samplings
Overall health, which is based on
relative weight, was also deter-
mined to be good for both spe
cies.

While it is difficult to pinpoint
the exact reasons for this increase,
the vast amount of conservation
practices that have been installed
within the watershed recently can
claim credit for a large part of this
increase. Since the projects incep-

Birdnow m Dealerships |

Birdnow

Chevrolet
JESUP
(319) 827-1355

Birdnow

Chevrolet
MONON A
(563) 539-2061

OELWEIN
(319) 283-5571

TOLL FREE 1-888-BIRDNOW (1-888-247-3669)

CHEVROLET

-
e
WE'LL BE THERE

www.birdnow.com

@ BUICK 'PC)NTIAC

lavorable

tion in 2002, watershed landown-

ers have worked together to make

great advances in conservation. A

wide variety of practices have been

completed within the watershed.

1 animal manure structure

2 grade stabilization projects

(ponds)

60 acres contour buffer strips

396 acres no-till

328 acres nutrient management

19.6 acres pasture management

4,222 feet of terraces

18 water and sediment control ba-

sins

4.7 acres of waterway reestablish

ment

1,930 feet of stream bank stabili-

zation

2.4 acres wildlife habitat buffer

36.2 acres filter strips

10 acres of riparian buffer

1.0 acre CRP waterways

over 420 acres have been enrolled

into the general CRP program
The producers within the wa-

tershed should be commended on

the amount of best management

practices that have been imple

mented in this area. Hopefully

this is just the beginning of a great

future for Grannis Creek.

toward proper soil conservation and

protecting our resources for the future.

Don Rausch & Sons
Construction

can take care of your on-the-farm
construction needs. We are also

proud to assist in the efforts

*? Call iibg;mon"e e P 0N,
) how we can help you.
563-534-7356

Fort Atkinson
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Conservation Days a success

By Richard Jensen

One of our districts most suc-
cessful efforts is the Outdoor
Conservation Field Days for third
graders. If you don’t know what
event I'm referring to, these thank-
you notes out of hundreds written
by kids will enlighten and amuse
you. Teachers and students alike
from all over the county look for-
ward to our annual three day Sept.
field and forest educational fun
days. The combined efforts of
many are the key to the success of
this hands on conservation learn-
ing program. Nearly 400 kids
rotate through 8 stations including
Woodlands, Bees, Wildlife, Pond,
Soil, Erosion, Recycle and our
newly added Safety Skit. A huge
mid-day picnic was enjoyed by all

as the Fayette Co. Pork Producers
serve those yummy pork burgers.
For many of these 3rd graders
it is their first experience and op-
portunity to gain an understand-

ing of the natural environment
they live in. With this early in life
encounter with nature the student
will grow up with a respect and
appreciation for the land.

Dear Fayette SWCD,

It was fantastic to see the bees.
I never knew that they would stay
on the outside of the hive when it
was full of honey. It was funny
when the carp fish jumped out of
the guys hands and flopped all
over the ground! 1 loved farm
safety because the crow was re-
ally, really funny. Woodlands was
cool because I never knew that the
number of rings that were in the
middle of the tree was how old it

was. Thank you for the delicious
pork burgers. That was the best
part!

Your friend, Kimberly

Bill Strudthoff;, Hawkeye, was
named Owner/Operator of the Year

as well as the Iowa Soil Conservation Award
winner by the Fayette County SWCD.

Fayette SWED Conservation
Owner of the Year Award Winner

Citizens Savings Bank

| FDIE€ 427-3255 « Hawkeye cshank@netins net l;é\

Dear Fayette SWCD,

Thank you for inviting us to
your farm. I really learned a lot at
your place. I'had fun at the erosion
station. I thought the pond station
was interesting. I had a fun trip on
the hay wagon. I also had fun at
the Farm Safety. I had fun walk-
ing through the corn. I thought the
lunch was excellent. 1 had fun at

the lines and soil and the recycling
station.

Sincerely,

Matthew

Fayette Tops in the
State for CRP Contracts

By Jerry Muff and Lisa Bahe

A recent report shows Fayette
County to lead the state in total
CRP contracts with 2,147. This
is primarily due to the high rate
of application for the continuous
CRP (CCRP) or buffer strips.

The buffer strips are designed
to improve water quality which is
why they are placed next to rivers,
streams or wetlands. They are es-
tablished to grass. native prairie or
trees and are typically 30 feet to
180 feet wide. There are also many
wetland development or restoration
practices which can be enrolled in
the CCRP.

These buffer practices are
very effective in filtering out ag-
ricultural related pollutants before
entering rivers, streams or wet-
lands. Research has shown that up
to 90% of the nitrates and atrazine
concentrations moving through
the soil solution are reduced by the
buffer strips. The resulting con-
centrations would be well below
the maximum contaminant levels
specified by the EPA. In many cas-
es sediment is also retained in the
buffer strips and kept from moving
into our perennial streams.

The CCRP pays annual rental
payments in addition to signup
incentive payments. These pro-
grams have high rates of cost share
along with many bonus incentives
included with the annual rental
payments. The average annual
rental payment for Fayette County
is $128.96 per acre.

One of the most heavily ap-
plied buffer practice is contour
buffer strips. So far, Fayette
County has contracts on over 2200
acres which benefit or protect ap-

D &
N ‘bQ

with designs for every

room in your house

Furniture ¢ Floor Coverings
Window Treatments * Bedding

Let us help you

INTERIORS

& FLOOR COVER
112 W Greene St Postville @63) 864-7541

Interiors Salutes Area Conservationists!

proximately 8800 acres. These 30
feet wide grass strips are laid out
on the contour and alternate with
row crops. Therefore, they not
only filter the runoff at regular in-
tervals on the slopes, but are effec-
tive in reducing soil erosion sithin
the field.

Bottomland Timber is an ex-
cellent practice for floodplain ar-
eas. Many farmers that encoun-
tered flooding this past year have
decided to plant hardwood trees
to reduce soil erosion and down-
stream flooding impacts. Timber
also promotes carbon sequestra-
tion and provides habitat for wild-
life.

CCRP also has several wet-
land restoration and or develop-
ment practices. Wetlands improve
water quality, reduce flooding
impacts and provides excellent
habitat for wildlife. Establishing
wetland areas entails excavation,
seeding and possibly breaking tile.
However, breaking tile may seem
like a big job, the benefits received
by restoring wetlands are worth-
while.

Many different options to pro-
duce a wetland are available. The
first is shallow water areas for
wildlife producing excellent habi-
tats. Produced on all soil types it
is typically 6-18" deep. The sec-
ond option is wetland restoration,
located on floodplains recharges
groundwater. A minimum 20 foot
buffer is required. A third option
is farmable wetlands pilot wetland
located in upland hydric soils not
located in floodplains. The aver-
age soil rental payment for farm-
able wetlands pilot wetland in
lowa is $164/ac. Producing wet-
lands not only have great soil rent-
al payments, but are excellent for
the environment.

Many people in the office have
contributed to buffer installation.
Joe Wingert and I, Lisa Bahe, are
SWCD employees whose sala-
ries have been paid in the past by
many conservation partners such
as Conservation Districts of lowa,
IDALS Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, Pheasants Forever both lo-
cal and state, NRCS, and Fayette
County Supervisors. We have
been very active with determining
eligibility for practices to produc-
ing the contract. Joe Wingert has
been an asset to the staff and em-
ployed with Fayette SWCD for the
past five years. I graduated from
lowa State University in May, and
joined the SWCD in October. We
look forward to discussing buffer
and wetland options on your field.




An answer to your manure concerns
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Large equipment-
grassed contour
buffer strips

By LaVonne Koch,
Soil Conservation Technician

We can’t do that, it won't work!
Contour buffer strips with twelve
row or larger equipment.

How many farmers farming
ten years ago, said I'd never work
on a computer, use GPS or use
equipment of twelve rows or more?
Times change, technology changed
and farming has changed!

As you drive the County one
can see the changes that have oc-
curred, Fences removed, larger
fields, fewer trees; less livestock,
less hay, more corn and beans;
fewer moldboard plowed fields,
more mulch tillage and no-tilled
fields.

If you have adapted to any one
of these changes, you can alsoadapt
to contouring or grass contour buf-
fer strips. Look at the benefits you
are putting on the land. On crop-
land where sheet and rill erosion
are problems, contour buffer strips
are an excellent filter for runoff
and will improve surface water
quality. Contour buffer strips slow
runoff and trap sediment. Grass
strips established on the contour
can significantly reduce sheet and
rill erosion. Sediment, nutrients,
pesticides and other contaminants
are removed from the runoff as
they pass through the buffer strip.
Grass strips also provide food and
nesting cover for wildlife

You may say I don’t have sheet
and rill erosion. Rill erosion is
common on agricultural land lack-
ing permanent vegetation. Fol-
lowing rainfall in cropped fields
after tillage, rill erosion occurs.
Muddy runoff also indicates high

adiment loss, The main agent of

soil erosion is water and wind. The
amount of soil carried away is re-
lated to two factors; speed of wa-
ter, the faster it moves the more ve-
locity water picks up and the more
soil is lost, and plant cover, plants
protect the soil and in their ab-
sence wind and water can do much
more damage. Take a soil probe or
dig a hole on the top of the hill and
check the depth of top soil. Do the
same at the bottom or lower part of
the field. Compare the amount of
top soil left on top with that at the
bottom. If you find more top soil at
the bottom, you have had erosion.
The loss of top soil and nutrients
reduces productivity greatly.

In some cases prior to layout,
landowners may consider making
changes in field boundaries to im-
prove the effectiveness of the con-
tour buffer strips and help with the
farmability of the row crop. Buffer
strips are laid out to best facilitate
operation of all machinery and
still meet the NRCS standards and
specifications.

Grassed contour buffer strip
widths vary depending on the slope
length and whether the producer
enrolls them in the Continuous
Conservation Reserve Program
(CCRP). For hay in your opera-
tion, the grassed contour buffer
strips widths vary from fifteen to
sixty feet. For CCRP, the grassed
strips vary from fifteen to thirty
feet with the bottom buffer strip
eligible to be sixty feet wide.

In order to reduce rill and
sheet erosion on any slope of
ground and improve water quality,
consider adding grassed contour
buffer strip 1o vour land

Practice Farm
~. Conservation!

The future of the earth is in
your hands! Practicing
conservation means making
land impvements.

We can serve your needs.
Let’s work together.
Conservation is
everybody’s job!

Ag Lime - Crushed Rock - Rip Rap

@RP eruENinG RocK PRODUCTS

wc 325 WASHINGTON - DECORAH, 1A - 382-2933

Conservation Security
Program (CSP) is
coming to town

By Jerry Muff

The CSP is a relatively new
voluntary program with 2004 be-
ing the first year for 18 watersheds
nationally. This year CSP is ap-
proved for 202 watersheds. It is
designed to reward farmers who
have developed ongoing, high lev-
els of environmental stewardship
on working land. CSP helps pro-
ducers maintain and further their
conservation commitment plus is
an incentive for others to follow
the example.

The CSP has been approved
in four watersheds in the state of
Iowa, two of which include Fay-
ette County. These watersheds are
the Turkey River and the Upper
Wapsipinicon River Watersheds.
They cover 95% of Fayette Coun-
ty. The program will be available
and active this year. Signup time
has not been announced yet, but
is planned for later this winter or
early spring.

CSP provides financial assis-
tance to promote the conservation
and improvement of soil, water, air,
energy, plant and animal resources
within the selected watersheds.
The program will affect primar-
ily cropland and pastureland. The
benefit will be for producers who
have already been implementing
good stewardship practices plus
acts as an incentive for others to
improve their operations to even-
tually enroll into the program.

Interest in this program is
high. The early announcement of
this program has generated a lot
of questions to our office. At this
time we have a basic understand-
ing of the program but the final
rules have not been made available
to us. Consequently we are not
able to answer many of the specific
questions. By printing time of this
report, we may know a lot more

A series of public day and
night meetings will be held in
West Union and Oelwein plus ad-
ditional towns not far from Fayette
County borders.

Applicants will be asked to fill
out self-assessment forms regard-
ing their management which af-
fects soil and water resources at a
minimum. Forexample, crop rota-
tion, residue management, nutrient
management, pesticide application
and management will be needed
durine the signup time period. It

has been made clear that farmers
can begin to pull records and re-
ceipts together. Records requested
will include soil tests within four
year time frame, all forms of fer-
tilizers including manure and
pesticides applied for the past two
years for the farming operation.

The self-assessment is avail-
able at http://www.nres.usda.gov/
programs/csp.  Additional infor-
mation will be required for our lo-
cal watersheds but they are not yet
available. NRCS will determine
which program tier and enrollment
category the applicant may par-
ticipate. Payments will be made
in part based on the tier level the
participant is enrolled. There are
three tier levels. Tier I has a five
year contract with maximum pay-
ment of $20,000 annually. Tier II
has five to ten year contracts with
maximum payment of $35,000 an-
nually. Tier III has five to ten year
contract with maximum payment
of $45,000 annually.

The following article entitled
“Talking Points” may help to an-
SWer more questions.

2005 CSP Talking Points
1. When can I sign up?

The sign up will be announced
after the final rule is released,
sometime in the next month or so.
This signup period will likely last
30 days or less.

2. How do I sign up?

The process will begin with a
self-assessment. This tool can be
accessed on the NRCS web site,
as a CD, or as a hard copy work-
book at field offices. Producers in
the watershed will have an oppor-
tunity to attend workshops in their
neighborhood to help guide them
through the self assessment pro-
cess. You will be notified through
the media and a letter when the
workshops will be held.

After a producer determines,

through use of the self-assess-
ment, that he or she qualifies for
the program NRCS will conduct
a follow-up interview to complete
the enrollment process. The pro-
ducer will be required to bring a
benchmark inventory of conserva-
tion practices, the completed as-
sessment as well as all records and
documentation that support the as-
sessment, to the interview.

It is likely the signup process
for producers will take 5 to 8 hours
of producer time. This includes
completing the assessment, gath-
ering farm and production records,
and conducting the interview with
NRCS field staff.

3. How will applications be fund-
ed?

If implemented like last year,
all eligible applications will be
forwarded to Washington DC
where NRCS headquarters will
make the selection on which cat-
egories of applications are funded.
After this contracts will be written
for funded applications
4. How much money can I get?

The size of your contract is
determined by how much of your
farm you enroll and the type of
conservation practices you have
installed and the management
practices you follow. The most
anyone can receive for CSP by law
is $45,000 per year. Last year the
average CSP contract in lowa was
around $9,000.

5. What if I don’t qualify

Through the self assessment

process, producers should learn
what natural resource concerns
need to be addressed in order to
qualify for the program or qualify
at a higher payment level. Through
conservation planning assistance
from NRCS, these producers can
make the necessary changes and

improvements to qualify for the
program in the future

Land Improvement
Contractor & Tiling
Wadena 633-6121
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Conservation

For All Your Earth Moving Needs

GRANGER CONSTRUCT ION INC.

(563) 422-3598 e Trucking
West Union, IA Late Model Equipment ¢ Experienced Operators

A family tradition for over 50 years

e Waterways

e Terraces

® Ponds

e Roads

e Water & Sewer
e Site Work

e Basements

e Septic Systems
e Demolition

Newspapers of Fayette County, lnc.
Salutes the Fayette County SWCD

for enhancing soil, it and water quality in our county

Fayette Leader
Elgin Echo

Ossian Bee

Enc Boehm s new storage shed bunlt byValley Lumber.

Schedule your spring bmldlng projects today!!

Yaliey Lumber

A Division of Northeast lowa Cooperative

Your Remodeling Headquarters”

Art Messler, Manager
Cornal Baker & Milton Schutte, Estimating Sales

Security Program

By Dave Brommel

The new Conservation Securi-
ty Program (CSP) was announced
this past fall. Northeast lowa had
the largest amount of area ap-
proved for the CSP program in
the state. There were two separate
watersheds approved in northeast
Towa, the Turkey River Watershed
and the Upper Wapsipinicon River
Watershed. These two watersheds
run parallel to each other. The Up-
per Wapsipinicon River Watershed
starts just across the Minnesota
border and runs south to the dam
at Anamosa.

No dates have been set for the
upcoming signup period at this
time. When the signup dates are
announced meetings will be or-
ganized to provide information
about eligibility requirements and
opportunities provided by the CSP
program. The CSP program is
designed to reward those that are
currently practicing good steward-
ship in their farming operation. A
common quote from the US Sec-
retary of Agriculture is the CSP
program is meant to “Reward the
Best and Motivate the Rest™.

Activity has been ongoing for
a few months to prepare for the up-
coming CSP signup. It has been
decided that the program will be
offered with the same requirements
for both watersheds. This will

maintain  consistency throughout
for all of Northeast lowa. There

are 15 counties involved in the 2
watersheds. The counties and
amount of acres involved are:

Fayette 433,524 acres
Clayton 363,560 acres
Chickasaw 270,450 acres
Buchanan 241,130 acres
Howard 212,606 acres
Bremer 151,332 acres
Winneshiek 131,812 acres
Linn 96,831 acres
Delaware 65,595 acres
Black Hawk 39,430 acres
Mitchell 33,639 acres
Jones 23,369 acres
Dubuque 7,560 acres
Floyd 1,931 acres
Allamakee 819 acres

In December four separate
meetings were held within the two
watersheds for Ag Partners. The
meetings were to help prepare the
Partners for the types of questions
and requests producers may have
during the signup period. Natural
Resources Conservation Service
staff is currently being trained on
program requirements to prepare
for the upcoming signup.

Please watch for announce-
ments about signup and meeting
dates.

FAYETTE COUNTY FARMLAND

NEW LISTING:Section 5 of Dover Township - 39.37 acres,
28 acres pasture, 2 story home, 32'x 132" dairy barn
w/51 tie stalls

NEW LISTING:Section 1 of Smithfield Township - 134.90
acres, 81.2 tillable (CRP & crop), balance timber/pasture/pond;
building site with 1-1/2 story home, barn, machine shed,

various other buildings.

NEW LISTING:Section 22 of lllyria Township - 115.65 acres,
73.4 tillable (62.9 in CRP), balance timber/pasture; spring.
Deer & turkey hunting potential; scenic area.

Sections 5 & 6 of Pleasant Valley Township - 40.22 acres,
23.2 CRP, balance pasture with pond. Building site potential

located on paved road.

Section 17 of Center Township - 35.95 acres, 26.2 tillable, 2.9
CRP, balance grass cover w/creek. Good pheasant hunting

Visit our website for comlete farm,_commereial & residential listings
www.northeastiowarealty.com

Northeast lowa
Realty & Appraisal, inc.

Jay Jensen, Broker - Leanne Cline & Jeff Snyder, Broker Associates
Bruce Bemis, Sales Associatle

807 il t, Clermont 563-423-5296 115S. Vine, West Union (563) 422-3285
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Rand Rod Farms earns
Watershed Achievement Award

Randy Hamlett pictured, standing

in front of one of the fields that

he has made conservation improvements to.

The Watershed Achievement
Award of 2004 was earned by
Rand Rod Farms LLC of rural Ar-
lington.

Randy and Rodney Hamlett,
and their father Charles, are the
Rand Rod
Farms, located in rural Arlington

owners/operators of

near the Maquoketa River.

Rand Rod was nominated for
its demonstration and appreciation
of interdisciplinary approach to
resource management and the im-

portance of watersheds in relation
to community needs.

Joint sponsors of the award are
the Conservation District of lowa
and the State Soil Conservation
Committee.

The Hamletts’ farm operation
consists of dairying, crop farming
including hay, corn, and soybeans.

“Controlling runoff and main-
taining soil is very important to the
farming community,” said Randy
Hamlett. “When developing ex-

Maintain the same pres
than one faucet open!

NEW Constant Pressure Pump:

sure with more

tensive steps towards conserving
soil, we consider erosion caused
by wind and rain while thinking
towards the future.” Some of their
watershed activities include the
installation of 92.5 acres of veg-
etative filter strips, 45.8 acres of
grassed waterways, 18.4 acres of
contour buffer strips, and nutri-
ent management on 226 acres in
the Upper Maquoketa River Wa-
ter Quality Project, or UMRWQP.
When develping their watershed,
the land where rain flows from
fields downwards towards bodies
of water, the Hamlett’s worked
with Tom Sperfslage through the
NRCS, West Union.

“Conservation farming is a
process that shows results in the
long run.” Sperfslage says, is an
environmental specialist for the
Iowa Department of Agriculture.
By means of nutrient manage-
ment, farmers keep watchful eye
on when, where, and how much
fertilizer they use in the fields.
“The results are evident when we
take special precautions to our
land, such as nutrient management
and watershed protection. When
we take these steps, we will be
limiting cost and saving soil in the
future.”

In addition to the numerous
dairy awards that Rand Rod Farms
has achieved, the Hamletts are in-
volved in their communities.

Randy is a member of the Star-
mont School Focus Committee as
well as the Parish Council of Im-
maculate Conception in Mason-
ville. Charles frequently attends
the Headwaters Council meetings,
which is a group of local farmers
that help decide the direction of

the UMRWQP. Rod Hamlett has
also frequented the Headwaters
Council meetings.

In effect to their efforts, they
have prevented well over 709 tons
of sediment a year from reaching
the Upper Maquoketa River from
the conservation work they have
completed. In the future, they plan
on constructing additional water-
ways and vegetative filter strips.
“Our land is not considered highly
erodible, but we still need to con-
serve it. It is important not only
for us, but the next generation as
well.”

Why did the Hamletts ga to the
expense of installing 92.5 acres of
vegetative filter strips?

What does the nutrient mgmt.
on 226 acres consist of (what does
that mean?)

Who did they work with (who
made the recommendations) for
this work as part of the water-
shed?

They’re saving tons of soil ...
is their land highly erodible? flat
and gets hit by wind? who were
their mentors in deciding to take
what some consider expensive
steps to “just preserve soil.”

STOP IN TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION
POSTVILLE IMPLEMENT, CO.

12344 Hwy 18, Postville 563-864-3214

CASE CREDIT

8 s . e ot

* Sta-Rite Pumps
* Conaire Pressure Tanks
* Complete Water Systems

Free Estimates ° Reliable Service

You don't have to pay a lot for

Great Yields! §

County Corn Grower Plot Yields ‘

A+

For more details contact: Buchanan........... S107B v 4th...... .252 bu/ac

Fayette 240 bu/ac

ERICKS ON SEEDS Delaware 5107B. 238 bu/ac

- - . 5 S 0 Bob Halverson....6109.............. 1st.........237 bu/ac

PUMP SERVICE, o CORN ALFALFA SOYBEANS e o st

Elkader (563) 245-1698 or (563) 245-1684
1-800-269-1698

Jerry Cole (563) 637-2221
Bob Halverson (563) 423-7287
Dale Fagner (563) 245-1125
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Protect Your Farm - And Feed Your
Livestock At The Same Time

Our FarMate policy not only
provides excellent protection
for your farm, it can also
save you money!

Stop by our office today for
a competitive quote

o = e
on your farm insurance. s i@‘ - \W e The NRCS staff- front, from left: Lori Kohlmeyer S!are Secretaly Lisa Bahe, Dlstnct Employee,
w— . Rubyana Grimmius, Soil Conservationist, Joe Wingert, District Employee. Back: LaVonne Koch,

. Federal Technician, Alan Crowe, State Technician, Carrie Davis, Grannis/Mink Watershed Coordi-
BUtlk()fer { \ / ; I nator, Jerry Muff, District Conservationist. Absent: Tom Sperfslage, Upper Maquoketa/South Fork
Insurance LL C. FA R T”A L Watershed Coordinator, Jim Wolfe, Part-Time Soil Conservationist.

Dave Butikofer s 107 TOWN and Farm
OSTOT N N L TOGETHER We’re proud to su port the

563-426-5306

And we recognize the contnbutlons of
all the area landowners who practice
soil and water conservation.

Give Craig a call for all your real estate needs:
office 563-422-3831 cell 563-380-0083

o 'e“;-_-‘».;avﬁ

IIAIlIlES'I‘ WIIBKINIi |
. SMOOTHEST RIDING  YVoodard Real Estate Co.

114 S Vine - West Union (563) 422-3831
» NEW FOR 2008 «
-

r i

|
4
RANGER UTILITY VEHICLES - POLARIS
1‘1 » Tha broadest line of vehicles & accessories 5 SRy ut
» New! Lock & Ride™ Cargo System carries items better
H » New! Highest payload and towing - up to 1750 Ibs on 6x6!
4 » New! Independent rear suspension on 4x4!
" « Exclusive! On-Demand true all-wheel drive on 4x4 & 616

» Exclusive! 41 mph top speed on 4x4 & 6x6
» Class-Jeading suspension travels for the smoothest rides!

Fredericksburg Farmers Cooperative is proud to salute the soil
and water conservation efforts of area farmers and landowners.

0/0/0 $99  0/0/0 | et ol R g e P

SK ABOUT

FINANCING FOR AND MONTH UNTIL APRIL 2005

6 MONTHS it W $1,000 G&A every little bit helps lowa's agriculture stay strong and competitive.

Thank you for your hard work.

Drilling’s All Season Sports
2355 175th St., Calmar, IA 52132-7507
563-562-3601
For mor information on Polarks RANGER, call 1-800 POLARES or vist polarisndusiries. com.
See your Polaris RAKGER Daafer Jor Progyam Detals. €204 Potars Sales.

14 FR T2

| 5 FREDERICKSBURG
= FARMERS COOPERATIVE

b ey Fredericksburg « Hawkeye *+ Sumner * Fredenka » Bremer * lonia
v o o "’f;"l’lixs"w,.‘.. —— 800-5&2-8:‘89 www.fburgcoop.com
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Funding Awarded for Mink
Creek Watershed Project

By Carrie Davis

The Fayette SWCD is pleased
to announce the start of a water
quality project on Mink Creek.
Located in eastern Fayette and
western Clayton counties, the
Mink Creek Watershed encom-
Mink
Creek is stocked with trout from
April to October by the IADNR
Big Springs Trout Hatchery. The
DNR 2000 Trout Angler
Survey indicated an alarming de-

passes over 12,000 acres.

lowa

cline in angler trips to the stream.
In 1995 it was estimated that Mink
Creek received 3,543 angler trips.
In the year 2000, the number
dropped to only 388.

The goal of the project is to
improve the water quality of Mink
Creek and establish a permanent
trout population in the stream. The
District feels that this important
cold water resource needs to be
protected. Fisheries Biologist, Bill
Kalishek said, “the silt in Mink
Creek is causing the decline in
angler trips. Silt fills up the deep
holes and buries the rocky habitat
and gravel that trout need.”

The primary focus of the project
will be on reducing sediment de-

livery into the stream. Practices
installed through this project will
be provided up to 75% cost share
and will be prioritized bases on
reduction of sediment delivery to
the stream.
will include terraces,

Structural practices
water and
grade
stabilization structures, waterway

sediment control basins,
and constructed

In addition to funding

re-establishment,
wetlands
provided through the watershed
project, additional funding sourc-
es such as CRP, REAP, and EQIP
will be promoted and utilized.
The Fayette County SWCD
stated it believes that voluntary
efforts in improving conservation
practices will delay or prevent en-

vironmental regulations from be-
ing passed. In addition, the orga-
nization noted that Fayette County
has been proactive in requesting
additional funding for special wa-
tershed projects. Fayette County
currently has four water quality
projects in progress. In addition to
the Mink Creek Project, the Gran-
nis Creek project is nearing com-
pletion, and the Upper Maquoketa
and South Fork Maquoketa both
have active water quality projects.
Any questions regarding the
Mink Creek Watershed Project can
be directed to Carrie Davis at the
West Union NRCS Office, phone
number 563-422-3868 ext 3.

Frank J. Olson
West Union
Ph. 422-5299

More than you think.

More options. More services
Call your Farm Bureau agent today to discover your
options. Farm Bureau Financial Services

more than you think

Auto « Home + Life = Annuities
Commercial * Farm & Ranch « IRAs

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

More of your needs met

— NEW 1590 NO-TILL DRILL

The best no-till
drill for a reason

LT e
e R A

The new 1590 No-Till Drill tops all cast-iron for a long life

other drills in its class for one simple + Designed for no-till, but works well

reason: its new openers. in all field conditions

* Repositioned seedboot ensures  See us today for details about the
seed is placed in the furrow 1590 and its new openers.

+ One-piece seedbood is made of

CLERMONT
IMPLEMENT

CLERMONT - 563-423-5206
Solid. Stable. Still John Deere.

2000 Chevy Express Cargo Van

V8, automatic

stockeasacon $1 3,995

SO L)
2003 Chevy 1/2 Ton LT Reg Cab
V6, 5 spd. manual

stockiassion $16,295

Proud to support

conservationists

the efforts of area

1999 Ford F-350 1 Ton Dually XLT
Ext. cab, diesel, automatic, 4WD

SlockﬂA5M1A$18 9 5

1999 Chevy 1/2 Ton Ext Cab LT
4WD, only 50,000 miles

stockéasesos $17,995

0VER13O NEW CARS & TRUCKS

2002 Ford F-250 Super Duty XLT
Ext. cab, V8, automatic, WD

stockBs151A 22,995

2001 Chevy 2500 HD Crew Cab 2003 Chevy 1500 HD Crew Cab

4WD, V8, automatic

Stock#B5232A $ 17,995

>y 40 Minivans
" starting at $11,995

Your Hometown Dealer . . .

*Brown’s

Sales & Leasing
48 HOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEE"

Website - 4browns.éom

oVER] QOO useED
CARS & TRUCKS

Sl S
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT
Quad cab, 4WD, V8, automatic

Slock#C4123A$21 995
-n\-.'-

2002 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT 4x2
Quad Cab, V8, automatic

snockumsm $1 3, 995
—.; 7 //f ‘ m

2002 Chevy 1/2 Ton Ext Cab
4WD, V8, automatic

stockte0ss2 $22,995

Stock#B5414A $25 995

Elkader
8-8 Mon.,
8-5:30 Tues.,
8-5:30 Wed.,
8-8 Thurs.,
8-5:30 Fri.,
8-3 Sat.

563-245-2505
1-800-747-2505

Ford*Mercury+ChryslersDodge*Chevrolet
Oldsmobile*Pontiac*Buick+Jeep




SWCD
Purpose:

Fayette County SWCD is unique
in the resource conservation prob-
lems it addresses and the way it
chooses to package and deliver
programs to landowners, farm
operators, and local communities.
Types of program activities con-
ducted by soil and water conser-
vation districts with support from
the Division of Soil Conservation
and other conservation partners
include:

* Implementation of lowa finan-
cial incentive programs

* Development soil and water
resource conservation plans

* Development and implemen-
tation of water quality protection
projects

« Establishing soil loss limits

¢  Administering soil loss com-
plaints

* Carrying out conservation ed-
ucation programs in schools

* Conducting demonstrations

and ficld days

Fayette Lumber salutes
the conservation efforts
of area land owners.

Fayette Lumber Co., Inc.

206 King St., Fayette (563) 425-3517

Contact Hoth Grain Structures in Sumner for
all your grain storage and handling needs.

1015 Yukon Ave.,
Sumner
563-578-8033

RUCTURES Inc.

Sumner, la.

Stay comfortable all-year-round with

R“u gas furnaces and high

eff:c:ency air conditioners.

RS bottourT N .
Alliant Energy Efficiency

air conditioner
ELGIN

et
ELG F&F Hardware

tRee estmvares Plumbing, Heating & Electrical

Conservation
Matters

From the long term solutions to ag-soil loss; to the
immediate improvements in air and water
quality; to the wetlands preserved and reclaimed
providing habitat to wildlife, including the
return of predatory birds like the bald eagle and
red tailed hawk; improved fishing and hunting
grﬂl/n(ij.‘ (1711/ /7“”(/7'['//‘ 1{/‘[7'1'(.‘ I’/ll”[((/ as
H'[”d})n'ﬂk} across ?lﬂr{/'l’xljf /ﬂll’ﬂ.

Conservation matters to us all.

Visit First State Bank for your agricultural,
business & home improvement loan needs.

FIRST
STATE
BANK

106 W 1st St., Sumner
(563) 578-3312 or
Toll Free 866-578-3314

200 S. Main, Fayette
(563} 425-3395 or

Member FDIC Toll Free 866-578-0008
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Revenue Assurance. Multiple Peril.
Crop Revenue Coverage. ..

guaranteed revenue protection for your crops.
Insure spring crops by March 15. Call today.

| Philip S. James
Fayette
| (800) 214-3778

James Mitchell
Fayette
(563) 425-3333

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance « Investment.

ww bl con

Securities & services offered through (qullm
877 mzw Member SIPC. Farm B
Farm Bureay Financial Services Fa i«w

SPRING
POLE
SHED
SPECIAL §

rvices, LLC," 5400 University
mpary'/West Des Moines. 1A

unrmnmu 1A 50266
an equal opportunty p

TR o -

"m/( Bavmler's new 10,\ 52 storage shed
from J&W Lumber.

Book Now
Before
Summer
Price
Increase!!

Wheelinga Pittesburgh

STEEL CORPORATION

Lumber

13124 230th St. (Hwy. 18 W), West Union

www.jwlumberinc.com

(563) 422-5163

For Home, g Farm

No one does it like
Meyer Construction

Phil & Carol Ublenhopp storage building.
Wick
Buuldlngs

S

¢ SMEYER

CONSTRUCTION INC

1781 VIKING AVE., SUMNER, IA 50674 = 56

website: www.meyerconst.com ¢ email: r
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We Dig Deeper...

FourTrax Foreman®
Rubicon

Recommended only for
fiders 16 years and older

Talk to us about your soil
conservation plans!

The more challenging the trail, the better it performs.

Whether it's a fough job or a day in the woods, get ready to take on almost anything with the 2005 Honda FourTrax Foreman
Rubicon. With a 500-class engine and smooth Hondamatic™ transmission, this workhorse makes getting out a whole lot easier.

b 2008 South Frederick Ave. é
Dean s Honda Oelwein, lowa

Tiling - Terracing
Ponds - Waterways

o HONDA
7 Open Monday-Saturday
31 Years Experience * LICA Member &4 P ) BEST ON EARTH
honda.com Bt A F' SP’)NS IBLE mDEr REMFMBER ATVS CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTE ECTION
AND PROTECTIV ING, AND SURFACES OR PUBLIC ROADS. KEEP IN MIND THAT R DING DOESN'T MiX WITH DRUGS DR ALCQH(‘L
} IO N[‘ﬂ REC V\T/\L AT\I Fl § TN(F ATNMNW G COURSE ANC REM)THEIR OWNFRS MANUAL THOROU(HIV For rider traini ing information of to sign
1761 Sand Road * Ossian * 563-532-9369 r5e,call the ATV Safty Instute a 1-800-887.2887 FourTrax Foreman? Hondamatic™ and Bes! On Eath®are rademans of Honda Mol Co. g (1204)

2nd Annual

OPEN
HOUSE

Thursday, March 10
8:30 am-4:30 pm

ot Consmanon
Y08 ot Fa

We’re serving hamburgers, baked beans,
chips & coffee, pop and milk

Cub Cadet, Warrior and Zipper mowers on display. Stop in and take a look at our full
line of lawn and garden equipment. We have everything from zero-turns to push-

We thank area mowers to tillers.

farmers who The shop will be full of equipment for you to look at, as well as many items on Display
practice soil outside. Company Representatives will be on hand to visit with you throughout the day.

conservation. RED HOT OPEN HOUSE TWINE SPECIAL:

C4000X350NB-Big Square Plastic Reg. $26.21 NOW $21.60
C4000X425NB-Big Square Plastic Reg. $29.38 NOW $23.97
C64X70000W-Netwrap 64”/7000° Reg. $211.77 NOW $174.24
C67000EDGE-Netwrap over the edge Reg. $211.77 NOW $174.24

Twine prices are the absolute lowest of the year!

No Payments or Interest until June 1st, 2005, when you use your %
Case Vantage Card for purchases over $750. oro
Ken Steege, RPH g &

563-422-3151 New Hampton Red Power, Inc.

119 N. Vine, 2205 240th St., New Hampton
i 7 PH 641-394-3178 FAX 641-394-2013 CASE CREDIT
Ve UnlOl.l M www.nhrpsales@newhamptonredpower.com A —




