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lished along all permanent field boundaries and these are hand 
sprayed to ~t~•;~~"-' 
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owned by 
Grirtnell. 

, . .. ,.a\. ~:gion 2 
*ilif~ir.To'nterson is the sweepstakes winner 

~D~----· . Iowa counties). It is owned by 
~-giilj,:. Ohio; managed by Dr. Rodney 
A4iii'iltt*icJ operated by Gladwin Braunsch~ 

the farm includes a complete 

.. 

of the best land for row crops 
and wildlife. The 420 acres of 

w tile outlet terraces, contour 
· _ , ~d grassed field borders. 
~~ a complete water management 

lf• M:'JIJJ.~ili. :held behind terraces for use by 
fs . ~dved through specially designed 

w3f;.' m: tile. There ·are two ponds on the 

3 
in Region 3 (12 north central 

McDowell of ' Eldora and 
Mrs. Arthur McDowell of 

The far~~wer Pine Lake Watershed and 
runoff from ~olled by over three miles of 
seeded backslope terraces: "28. water control structures and 
over 7,000 feet of tile. 

The remainder of the farm has 400 feet of terraces and 
two water control structures. Presently 104 acres of cropland 
are protected by seeded backslope, bench-type terraces. The 
McDowells served as hosts of the 1968 Conservation Field Days. 

Region 4 
Robert G. Hagen, a dairy farmer near Waterville, is the 

sweepstakes award winner in Region 4 (11 northeast Iowa 
counties). He owns 12.4 acres and rents 168 from his father, 
Gilman Hagen, and - 120 acres from his aunt, Mrs. Emma 
Paulson. 

All cropland is farmed on the contour and most of it is 
strip-cropped or terraced. About three miles of terraces and 
diversions have replaced some of the strips in recent years. 

Hagen was· the first in his neighborhood to install terraces 
with underground outlets. ~Other practices include sod water­
ways, contour fencing, considerable pasture renovation and 
three ponds. 

Region 5 
The 320-acre farm operate by Michael Richter of Wiota is 

the sweepstakes award winner in Region 5 (10 soil con­
servation districts in west central Iowa). 

Richter started conservation work on his farm immediate.­
ly after he pm:chased it 24 years ago. Many of the gullies on 

, , his farm at that time could not be crossed with farm equip­
ment. These have been reshaped and seeded down and can now 
be crossed with ease. 

A-bout f-i~ -miles._of terraces have bee~~-~nd an 
extensive amount of tiling installed. Water detention ponns an 
gully control structures nave been built to stabilize the water­
ways and furnish water for livestock. Richter follows min­
imum tillage practices on part of his corn ground, using only a 
disk to prepare the seedbed. 

Region 6 
A father and son operation near Laurel is the sweepstakes 

winner in Region 6 (10 counties in ·central Iowa): Tom Laver­
ty, who owns 480 acres of the farm; and Larry Laverty, who 
owns 80 acres, are the winners. Larry operates and manages 
the farm. , 

All of the conservation treatment called for in the con­
servation farm plan has been completed except for terrace 
construction, which is 90 per cent completed. Eighty-five acres 
are farmed on the contour, 320 acres are strip-cropped, and 40 
acres of pasture have been renovated. · 

The farm has two stock ponds, 1.9 miles of terraces and 
. 115 rods of contour fence. Larry constructed part of the 

terraces by plow method and built them according to Soil 
Conservation Service specifications. 

Region 7 
The sweepstakes award winning farm in Region 7 (12 cast 

central counties) is owned and operated by Dean Humphrey of 

Deep River. He farms 6~~-rcels 
- Bott~mlands are pr • . ~de runoff with diver­

sion terra~es. All hillsid , ·. . ·_·_ •. _.· .. · . -. ' - .. ip-cropped and most 
of the stnps are on a .. ~; . oats and four-year 
meadow. At the home .. - ... ~: · ····'follows a rotation of 
corn, oats and two 

Part of these 
to control soil loss. T~e._.· · ·. ,_ ~. 

A waterway, whtclf .. 
concrete erosion contr'iW~ 
been completed. 
waterwa~. 

and strip-cropping 
on the farm. 

long and has a 
lower end, . has just 

of tile along the 

Laverne McCarty 
the Region 8 (10 

~weepstakes winner in 

been a co-operator 
District since 1960 and 
er, owns and operates 

All land on the 
tions of the Adams 
minimum through the 
miles of terraces, 7.5 
improved pasture, 13, 
rods of contour --"'£ 
helped many other 

Bl~ine 
Region 9 (13 southeast '1 

). McCarty, who has 
tty Soil Conservation 

i!jJ{flrassistant commission-

to recommenda­
kept soil loss to a 
contour farming, 6.3 
terways 1 24 acres of 
ge, three ponds, 415 

iil:;f_~o ~1ta~ions. M~Carty has 
~~~tlon practices. 

in 1953 on a 203-acre farm which was all timber and brushy 
pasture except for 35 acres. 

Today all of the farm, except 25 acres, has been cleared and 
is devoted to either cropland or improved pasture. Of the 25 . 
acres remaining, 11 acres have been left as a timber reserve. 

In 1965, DeHart purchased' 'an additional 213 acres which 
were badly eroded. He has now applied the following con­
servation practices on the entire farm: 241 acres of con­
touring, 7.8 acres of grassed waterways, 3.6 miles of terraces, 
1.2 miles of diversion terraces, 1 grade stabilization structure 
and 33 acres of pasture renovation. 
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Select Nine Farms 
For Soil Awards 

By James R. McGuire 
''11INNERS ot nine/ sweep. 
YY stakes awards in the 
1969 Iowa Soil Conservation 
Achievement Awards Pro­
gram were announced Sa tur­
day by Wilson T. Moon, state 
conservationist for the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service and 
William H. Greiner, director 
of the Iowa State Soil Con­
servation Committee. 

The awards go to the farms 
which have the best soil and 
water conservation program 
in each region. The winners 
in the nine regions will now 
compete for the state con­
servation farm family award. 

Recognition dinners will be 
scheduled this fall to honor 
the sweepstakes winners· and 
other regional winners. Hosts 
for these events will be tbe 
s o i l conservation district 

commissioners in these coun· 
ties: Plymouth, Buena Vista, 
H a r d i n , Allamakee, Cass, 
Marshall, Iowa, Adams and 
Van Buren. 

The program, which is now 
in its seventeenth year, is 
sponsored by The Des Moines 
Register and Tribune and the 
Iowa Farm and Home Regis­
ter. 

Co-sponsors are the Iowa 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Soil Con­
servation District C o m m i s­
sioners, the Iowa State Soil 
Conservation Committee, the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Serv­
ice, Iowa State University, 
the Iowa Department of Agri­
culture, the Iowa Chapter of 
the Soil Conservation Society 
of America and the Iowa 
Conservation Education Coun­
cil. 

Following are the nine 
sweepstakes award winnerst 

Region 1 

The sweepstakes award farm in Region 1 (nine northwes' 
Iowa counties) is owned by William Peterson, 610 27th St., : 
Sioux City, and operated by Dale Koskovich, Kingsley. ; 

Peterson has been a co-operator in the Plymouth Soil 
Conservation District since 1954 when he installed the first of 
131/z miles of terraces. The latest project has been the in­
stallation of 1,650 feet of terraces on permanent pasture 
ground. 

All necessary waterways have been built and all row crops 
are planted on the contour. Grass headlands have been estab-
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