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Siebrecht recognized for conservation

By Brian Smith
Contributing Writer

he idea of giving

something back is a core

belief of those who believe

strongly in soil and water
conservation. It is something that
Jed Siebrecht learned from his
father, Bud, as well as many others
connected with soil and water
conservation in Fayette County.
Siebrecht is now doing his best to
put his knowledge of soil and water
conservation into practice on his
243-acre farm located northeast of
Clermont.

“I also learned a great deal by
reading articles in several different
publications. After reading them,
I would run some of the ideas I
learned by my dad. I also got to
meet a lot of the guys he worked
with and learned a lot from them,
as well” said Jed, whose father
worked for several years in manure
management and  designing
terraces.

Establishing a good rapport
with those in the know about
soil and water conservation in
northeast Iowa has served Jed well
over the years. He has certainly
done his part to help control
erosion and hold the land in place
on his farm. No-till, contouring,
waterways, terraces, and putting
land = into the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) have all
been a part of Siebrecht’s efforts to
conserve northeast lowa’s precious
resources of land and water.

“Currently i have
approximately 42 acres in CRP
to helfp Erotecl water quality and
wildlife habitats. I have also been
able to incorporate buffer strips,
terraces, and grass waterways on
the farm,” explained Siebrecht.

A large focus on native
grasses and flowers along field
edges has also been a part of his
conservation practices. In addition
to this, he has also taken part in
forest stand improvement work on
30 percent of his woodland acres
through preparing the site with
natural regeneration, crop tree
release, and weed tree removal.

Jed is especially interested in
employing no-till practices on his
farm. He has 54 acres devoted to
a no-till corn-corn-bean rotation
and 10 more acres used in a
rotation involving corn, oats, and
meadow.

“I try to do as much no-till as
I can and not plow up everything.
Waterways are important, too,
along with doing the rotations on
more fragile ground,” added the
environmentally conscious farmer.

It is no wonder that Jed’s

Jed Siebrecht has a passion for conservation and has implemented several soil and water conservation strategies on his farm northeast of Clermont.
The trees to his right were planted with soil conservation in mind; the rotation of crops grown on the land behind him is also part of Jed's conservation

practices.

practices

< Al A i

“I try to do as much no-till as I can and not
plow up everything. Waterways are important,
too, along with doing the rotations on more fragile

ground,” - Jed Siebrecht

knowledge and implementation
of soil and water conservation has
earned him some recognition. He
was named Conservation Farmer
of the Year by the Fayette County
Soil and Water Conservation
District at an annual Farm Bureau
meeting held in August 2016.

While Siebrecht has already
done a great deal to conserve
soil and water on his farm, he is
making plans to do even more.
Cover crops and water sediment
control basins are part of the plan
for the future on Jed’s farm.

“I would like to get more
involved in planting cover crops
like rye, and that is something I am
hoping to do very soon. The basins
to help control water sediment are
also in the works and something

I hope to be implementing on
my farm in the future,” noted
Siebrecht.

Jed Siebrecht has taken an
active approach to not only identify
the needs on his farm in regard to
soil and water conservation, but
to implement strategies to address
those needs as well. Putting into
place an array of conservation
practices to remediate existing
issues on his farm has led to a more
efficient and responsible use of the
land on Siebrecht’s farm.

As he continues to use soil
and water conservation practices
on his own farm, he hopes that
other farmers will be doing the
same, giving something back and
leaving something valuable behind
for future generations of farmers.

Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District's Conservation

Farmer of the Year for 2016 was Jed Siebrecht. The award was
given at Farm Bureau’s annual meetinE held in August at nger lowa

University with (I-r) Richard Jensen,

ori Siebrecht, Jed Siebrecht,

and then county Farm Bureau president Joe Bahe on hand for the

presentation.
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Farmers have been using COV-
ERS for years in many different
ways for all the same reasons. Most
of these COVERS are so common
they are never debated nor argued
as the value or benefit to the opera-
tion or to the operator. A modern
cab today might be described as a
COVER for the comfort and safety
of the operator. Another COVER
that all farmers are proud of is that
bright, shiny paint job on all that
pricy steel. The sheds, shops and
storage buildings are the COVERS
for al%!hose implements, machines
and tools that get the crops in and
out.

The bins or grain storage facili-
ties are COVERS to Elrotect grain
from spilage and other damage.
Barns and confinement buildings
COVER the livestock for better
health, better feed efficiency and
lower labor expenses. Warranties
and guarantees COVER the un-
expected or unacceptable service,
workmanship, durability or sat-
isfaction of your purchase. Con-
tracts COVER nearly every busi-
ness transaction, giving protection
to all parties.

Monitors are wired to every ro-
tating shaft and chain with flash-
ing lights, beepers and horns to
COVER all things seldom seen nor
understood but calling for atten-
tion immediately, Security camer-
as COVER almost everything that
needs protection while the owner
sleeps or is away. How can we for-
get our lender and his staff who

nds a way to COVER our “insuf-
ficient funds” checks in hopes that
no one is COVERING something
up? In addition to all this protec-
tion, good managers COVER the
entire farm with insurance on ey-
erything. :

One more COVER that soil-
minded farmers are using to nurse

Cover it up!

mutilated soil back to health is a
COVER of green growing plants
and soil nourishing roots. Unlike
today’s annual cereal crops our
soils were created with perennials
and their year-round root systems.
Since the geginning of time, plants
have evolved with the ability to
engineer a healthy solid environ-
ment. The typical current cropping
system deprives the soil from these
deep rooted plants that pump life
into anemic, constipated soil.

agriculture’s conventional widsom
that the land is simply a plant stand
for the next crop. I hope you will
consider COVER crops as an im-
portant soil and water conserva-
tion practice on your farm. You
might just DISCOVER that the
“habitat” you plant into needs a
little “physical therapy” to restore
your soil’s health. Stop into our of-
fice or give us a call for a free con-
sultation with one of our dirt doc-
tors. The number to call is (562)

Proof of this COVER questions ~ 422-3868.

~ Richard E. Jensen

USDA Offering Assistance for Wildlife
Habitat Conservation Practices

DES MOINES, IOWA—Financial and conservation planning assis-
tance are available through local USDA Service Centers for lowa farmers
and landowners interested in adding wildlife habitat on their land.

Through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP),
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offers conservation
planning assistance and guidance for utilizing financial assistance pro-
grams to implement conservation practices that provide wildlife habitat.
NRCS is offering eligible practices to Iowa landowners at the highest pay-
ment rate available.

The eligible list includes practices that enhance existing forestland
or grassland habitat, improve aquatic habitat, and establish or enhance
woody or wetland habitats, Example practices include: brush manage-
ment, conservation cover, upland wildlife habitat management, stream-
bank protection, and wetland restoration.

Paul Goldsmith, EQIP coordinator for NRCS in Towa, says many
of the practices offered provide compatible uses. “EQIP helps farmers
promote production and environmental quality as compatible goals,” he
said. “For example, a livestock producer may want to adopt brush man-
agement to remove unwanted woody species to improve forage produc-
tion and native prairie production for wildlife.”

NRCS works collaboratively with the Towa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to implement many of the EQIP wildlife habitat appli-
cations, by vaiding planning assistance. Aaron Lumley with the Iowa
DNR says, “EQIP is helping many Iowa landowners improve the health
of their woodlands, which is increasing their future income as well as
improving wildlife benefits”

For more information about conservation planning and programs to
help yowachieve your ag production goals, visit your local USDA Service
Center or go online to www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov.

Conservation and Your

Operation in a Watershed

Everyone lives and works in a watershed and
everyone has a responsibility to take care of the re-
sources in that watershed. I am going to give you
some simple tips on how you can assess and get
help treating the resources in your watershed.

The first thing you need to do is a visual assess-
ment of the land you own and/or operate and see
if there are some issues or problems (i.e. erosion,
gulley’s, flooding, water quality, poor seeding) that
need addressed. After identifying the problem, can
you determine what is causing the problem? What
should or can I do to help solve the problem or do I
need some technical assistance?

If you need help with these situations, there are resources available
at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Soil and Water
Conservation District, ISU Cooperative Extension Service, lowa Learn
ing Farms and other conservation service providers. You may have other
landowners and farmers in your area that host field days and do demon-
strations that may help you understand what can be done. It does not
make any difference if you live in town or in the country, there is great
technical assistance available and there may be some financial assistance
as well.

A good conservation plan with scientific technical assistance can get
you started down the road to protecting your resources and concerns. If
we work together on the issues in our watersheds, we will not only pro-
tect and improve our land and water but make sure that we are prevent-
ing any impacts on resources around us.

Iowa has always been a leader in conservation of our natural re-
sources and watershed protection.

Thank you for what you do, do not ever hesitate to ask for assistance
and always be looking for opportunities to make improvements because
we have some of the iest natural resources in the world and we need to
take care of them.

Jim Gillespie

N

MISSION STATEMENT
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Provide technical, financial, and educational assistance for
natural resource conservation to our landusers to ecologically

enhance, promote and perpetuate conservation of our landscape
within the community.

Dillon Law, PC

Patrick B. Dillon
Jill Dillon

Offices in Sumner and Volga City

www.dillonlawpc.com

563-578-1850

Agricultural Law, Taxation & Tax Preparation,
Estate Planning, Real Estate and Bankruptcy

Conservation
affects us all...

and we are proud to salute those
who join us in the cause!

Visit our website to see how you
can conserve energy at home!
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u CLAYTON

ELECTRIC COOPERAT)VE

www.ACI'€C.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative )(t);

GUN SHOP

Check out our inventory: Over 80 Firearms - Ammo. - Knives & more!

$5.00 off on a purchase of
$100.00 or more

HOURS: Closed Sunday & Monday;
Tuesday - Friday, 2 - 7 p.m. , Saturday by appointment

TAKE A SHOT.

Call to reserve a spot: (563) 422-7163 °
CHRIS BLUE - NRA-Certified Instructor - takeashotguns@hotmail.com

Carrying:
Ruger - Smith & Wesson
Sig Sauer - Springfield
DPMS Rock River
Bushmaster - Stag - Mossberg
Remington - And More!

GUN SHOP & /7~
FIREARMS TRAINING
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The vast majority of the phone
calls District Foresters Jason Walker
and Greg Heidebrink field in their
Charles City office begin with the
voice on the other end of the line stat-
ing, “Help! My trees are dying!” That
statement immediately kicks Greg or [
into detective mode and although we
can't physically see the troubled tree, a
series of simple questions will nearly
always lead us to a diagnosis. The pri-
mary question to be asked will be of
which species is the tree of concern.
Nearly all insects and diseases that
affect trees are very species specific.
Excellent examples of this are the em-
erald ash borer (EAB) or Dutch elm
disease (DED). EAB will not attack
any species but ash and DED will not
attack any species but elm. Knowing
which species of tree is in question is
the most critical part of the process in
diagnosing the cause of the problems
and whether any feasible options ex-
ist in fixing the problems. Additional
questions to be asked will include
what signs or symptoms you see, site
conditions such as soil types or plant-
ing location and whether the tree is
newly planted or established and ma-
ture. A couple of the most common
call generating tree problems we see
affects bur oak, Colorado blue spruce
and Black Hills spruce.

Bur Oak Blight -

As mentioned, it is critical to
determine which species of tree is in-
curring the problems before you can
accurately diagnose the cause. Com-
monly individuals call the foresters
office suspecting that oak wilt is kill-
ing their oak trees. Oak wilt for years
has been a commonly known killer of
oak trees but what is not commonly
known is that it primarily attacks the
red oak family of oak trees, which in
northern lowa includes red oak, black
oak and pin oak. The white oak fam-
ily of oak trees (white oak, bur oak
and swamp white oak) is occasionally
impacted by oak wilt but with signifi-
cantly less frequency than the red oak
family. By far the most frequently oc-
curring insect or disease affecting our
oak trees in northern Iowa is Bur Oak
Blight (BOB). Just as its name states,
BOB will only affect bur oak trees.

BOB is leaf blight disease that
was first discovered in Iowa as re-
cently as the mid 2000s. A fungus
of the species Tubakia is known to
be the cause. As with most species of
fungus, the level of its occurrence can
often times be linked to the weather
patterns for a particular year. Warm
springs with early rain events provide
extra opportunities for BOB to grow
and infect bur oak trees. Symptoms
most notably begin to appear in late
July and early August and primarily
consist of infected leaves prematurely
dying. BOB Kkilled leaves often times
will remain on the tree during the
winter whereas healthy bur oak trees
will shed their leaves in the fall.

The impact of BOB is not often
immediately fatal for the tree. Com-
monly the same tree will be infected

Help! My Trees Are Dyin

for several consecutive years. The
stress of the tree losing its leaves so
prematurely in the growing season
several years in a row combined with
the many other stresses our northern
lIowa bur oak trees face (general old
age, climate, planting location, etc) is
however proving to be fatal to many
of our bur oaks

An accurate diagnosis always
leads to the question of what can be
done to save the infected tree. Very
few insect or disease problems in
trees have a feasible option to save
the infected trees. BOB happens to
be one of the few that research has
shown have a treatment option that
is reasonably effective and feasible to
implement. Studies are beginning to
show that a late May or early June aln
gicide injection may have value when
in managing high value landscape
trees. Initial treatments can be quite
expensive as they require specialized
injection equipment but it is thought
that the treatments will remain effec-
tive for as many as four to five years.
The cost to benefit of these treatments
will need to be weighed on a case by
case basis.

Colorado Blue Spruce/Black Hills
Spruce -

The most common conifer re-
lated sick tree call received at the Dis-
trict Foresters office continues to in-
volve Colorado blue spruce, or Black
Hills spruce. An easy way to identify
these species is by their short, poky
needles. If examined closely, you will
find that individual needles grow out
of the branch on the spruce trees,
whereas bundles of needles grow out
of the branch on pine trees. In many
cases the blue spruce will have a very
distinctive blue tint to the needles, but
not always. These have been two very
popular trees the last twenty years, es-
pecially in wind breaks.

The underl{ing problem with
these species is that they are not na-
tive to lowa. These species prefer a
much cooler and drier climate. The
hot and humid summers found in the
Midwest provide a climate in which
several tree fungal diseases can thrive.
Non native trees typically have no
natural resistance to these diseases
because they often don’t exist in the
trees native climate.

The most common problem as-
sociated with these species of spruce
in NE lowa is a fungal disease called
Rhizosphaera needle cast. It typically
infects the needles on the lower por-
tions of the tree, causing the tree to
shed the needles. Often only the tips
of the needles will stay green while the
rest of it has turned brown. After re-
peated infections of the same branch,
it is likely the branch will die. Spruce
trees that are seen to be dying from
the bottom up are likely infected with
the needle cast fungus. High mois-
ture levels and poor air circulation
favor the spread of the disease. Un-
fortunately this is the exact effect you
desire from a wind break planting.
Having been extremely popular wind

ERDM/V '
NGINEERING, RC.

break species for the last 15-20 years,
substantial amounts of needle cast are
showing up in NE lowa.

Treatment requires the use of a
preventative fungicide called chloro-
thalonil. It is sold over the counter un-
der such names as Multipurpose Fun-
gicide, Daconil, Fertilome Fungicide
or others. It should be applied when
the new needles are half elongated,
and two or three times later at 3 to 4
week intervals. It is important to note
that if you choose to treat the trees,
you can expect to do so for as long as
you care to keep the tree alive. It is
likely that as soon as you cease treat-
ing the trees, they will again become
infected. The costs associated with
long term treatments of these trees are
often seen as a non-feasible solution
for most landowners. Foresters will
often highly recommend replacing
the trees with a more disease resistant
variety, instead of chemical treatment.

Summary -

Occasionally a follow up email
with pictures or even a sample sub-
mitted to the plant diagnostic clinic
at ISU may be needed to confirm the
suspicions of the district forester but

investigation over the phone will
yield an accurate diagnosis. Cover-
ing an eleven county district which
spans from as far west as Winnebago
and Hancock counties to as far east
as Winneshiek and Fayette counties
makes it impossible for Greg or I to
conduct a site visit for each sick tree
call that comes in to the office. We
understand that watching a highly
valued tree struggle with sickness or
disease can be a distressing time but

rest assured that if a feasible solution
exists to restore your trees health,
we are here to help you make an in-
formed and educated decision.

For all of your tree related questions,
sick or healthy, give DNR District For-
esters Jason Walker and Greg Heide-
brink a call at 641-228-6611.

Jason Walker
District Forester
Charles City, IA

in the majority of cases a thorough

A personal relationship with the Turkey River ...

One day, a long time ago, my dad told me I didn’t have
to go to school. That day he wanted me to stay home and
after-drag the corn as he planted it. It was a beautiful Spring
day, probably late May, and I thought I was really a big dog
staying home from school to plant corn. He instructed me
very carefully what to do and what not to do. I was to drive
two horses pulling the drag. Stella was the name of one of the
horses, and Stella knew much more about our purpose that
day than I did. She was part of a team of bay mares and they
often had a colt at their side.

My directions were to walk behind the drag and drive
the two horses back and forth perpendicular to the direction
my dad was planting. The goal was to cover the kernels of
corn that were laying on top of the ground with dirt stirred
up by the drag. T is%mats going to school!

My last and most important instruction was, don't
drive over the wire. Oh, the wire! You see my dad had a wire
stretched across the field and it was called the check row
wire. It had a little knot or ball or entanglemem of wire that
was picked up by the planter and tripped the planter mecha-
nism to drop 2 or 3 kernels of corn at 42” intervals. Me and
Stella and the other horse were to remember - don't drive
over the wire.

Well wouldn't you know it, during one pass Stella didn't
turn around soon enough and the drag got caught in the
wire. | saw my dad waving his arms and shouting something
but I didn’t understand. We didn't turn around soon enough
and the drag hooked onto the wire, pulled it across the field
and snappcs it. About that time, I wished I was in school!

My name is Mike Finnegan. I was born in 1930, farmed
all my life except for two years in the military during the
Korean Conflict. We movedyto town in 1986 and I try to walk
to the Turkey River every day except when it’s too cold or icy.
It’s two miles, round trip.

I have developed a personal relationship with the Tur-
key River. Some days it speaks to me with smiles and sounds
content, calm and happy. Its color speaks of which personal-
ity it has on any given day. On a good day; it iqureen - blue
and clean. On a bad day, it is deep brown - wild - homely
- noisy - laden with trash - trees, brush, old tires, etc. and
smells foul.

You might ask, “how can a wild stream have so many
personalities?” Well, you see man has an impact on his sur-
roundings. Where he lives, how he lives, what he lives, and
the rspect he has for his habitat leaves a personal mark, a

scar, or a wound (if you will) on the Turkey River.

With alittle research, I discovered that the Turkey River
Watershed totals approximately 1,080,000 acres. The special-
ists in the field claim that it is a given that five tons per acre
soil loss is an acceptable figure to expect in a year. I don't
want to accept that volume of top soil loss per acre per year,
but if we visualize that much loss as acceptable, and we well
know that figure can be many times greater than five tons per
acre, I can't even take a guess at what our soil loss per acre
was in 2016. The Turkey River ran wild, viciously wild, three
times in 2016. Probabry with a five-ton loss per acre you
would hardly notice the river rise. I have read that it takes
1000 years to build an inch of top soil.

For no particular reason nor due to any action on our
part, we moved into the state of lowa without fanfare. We
were blessed to be living in the state of the Union that had
beautiful fertile top soil inches deeE impeded, protected for
years and years from the wicked hands and tools of man.
There is a story told that imparts that European farmers used
to plow a few furrows at the bottom of the hill and haul the
soil back up to the top of the hill. I don't know if it’s true or
not but at least they did acknowledge their loss and problem.

How do we measure the value of top soil?? Priceless!
It helps with flood reduction - water holding capacity, eco-
system service. It is hard to quantify, hard to value, it is ir-
replaceable in our lifetimes. Do we take it for granted?

There are measures and practices that we have available,
within our means and knowledge to install upon our pre-
cious fields. I need not list them. They are common knowl-
edge in today’s world. We need to have them made known
and available to anyone that wants to pursue and install them
on their acres.

It is necessary that some people must have an empty
belly to be made aware of the dire need to put every conser-
vation practice available into force??

I invite you to observe any stream of water near you
and cautiously measure the message that stream is sending
to all of humanity that can observe the day-to-day life of the
streams as they meander through the valleys of this land. We
can tell the tale of the care that is taken or not taken with the
soils in the northern states all the way to the Dead Zone in
the northern Gulf of Mexico.

— Mike Finnegan

CIVIL ENGINEERING & LAND SURVEYING
Celebrating 60+ Years of Providing
Land Surveying Services to Northeast Iowa

« Need a boundary line marked?
« Need a fence line staked?
« Thinking about dividing your land?

call Todayt 563-382-4194

708 Commerce Dr., Decorah, IA

FREE ESTIMATES

THE AVERAGE AMERICAN
USES 140170 GALLONS “w i
OF WATER PER DAY. =

Water Conservation benefits us all...
thank you for doing your part!

0SSIAN
LUMBER COMPANY

203 E. Main, Ossian « 563-532-9165
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Have we been ignoring
Water Quality in Iowa?

Over the past couple of years we have g
heard a lot about water quality in Towa. [0
Even more so now than I can ever re-
member in my 18 year career with the
lIowa Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship. And rightly so. Water qualit
is and should be important to Iowans, aj’
Jowans. But just because we never used to
talk about water quality doesn’t mean we've
been ignoring it.

In 1971, Iowa legislature passed the sedi-
ment control law that establishes soil loss
limits for every soil type in the state, mak-
ing it the first of its kind in the nation. In
1973, Iowa was the first state to appropriate
state cost share funds to work with landown- ers to
address soil erosion. In 2013, Iowa was the second state in the Missis-
sippi River Basin to develop a nutrient reduction strategy for the entire
state. Not once in the three examples listed above was the word water
quality mentioned, however all of these programs have had a major im
pact on the lowas water quality.

So what's the relationship between reducing soil erosion and protect-
ing water quality? Every ton of soil we keep in the field helps keep it out
of the stream. Sediment is also a major transporter of phosphorus. If you
stop the sediment you stop much of the phosphorus too. Keep in mind
that reducing soil loss doesn't solve all our water quality concerns we
have in the state, but it's a great start, particularly in fields that have high-
ly erodible soils. We need to continue looking for more and better ways
to address both phosphorus and nitrogen losses from our fields, but solv-
ing these issues requires multiple approaches. Some areas of the state are
very susceptible to nitrogen losses while others phosphorus. Addressing
water quality issues across the state will require a diverse use of manage-
ment practices such as no-till and cover crops, structural practices such
as terraces and waterways, and edge of field practices such as bioreactors
and saturated buffers. New and emerging technologies that have yet to
be refined will also be a key if we are to continue making improvements.

So have we been ignoring water quality in Iowa? No, water quality
just wasn't the buzz word at the time, soil erosion was. The real question
is can we do more? I believe the answer to that question will be coming
soon. The governor’s office, legislature, ag groups, and others have gone
on record in support of additional funding for water quality.

What that level of support ends up being has yet to be determined. As
alifelong lowan, I'm looking forward to being part of the future efforts to
protect our soils and continue to improve water quality in lowa.

Vince Sitzmann

Keeping Soil Conservation a

TOP Priority

for this generation
and the

next...

Farmers Win

Coop

110 N. Jefferson, Fredericksburg

4To|l-Free:
800-562-8389

Bremer ® Fredericksburg ® Frederika ® Hawkeye ® lonia ® Jackson Junction
Sumner ® Waucoma ® Burr Oak ® Cresco East ® Cresco West
Decorah ® Mabel ® Florenceville/Granger ¢ Ridgeway

Meet commissioner Don Bahe

By Zakary Kriener
Contributing Writer

Across the state of lowa,
five commissioners represent
each county’s Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD).
These elected individuals are re-
sponsible for promoting conser-
vation within their county; help-
ing administer state and federal
programs; and directing activities,
such as field days, educational
meetings, contests, and award pro-
grams.

Joining the force of
Fayette County Soil and
Water Conservation  District

Commissioners is Don Bahe of ru-
ral Oelwein.

“It is a real privilege to be
elected for this responsibi%ity." not-
ed Bahe, who owns approximately
1,350 acres of Fayette County
farmland. “My goal is to facilitate
conservation practices and do my
best to provide local representa-
tion for the residents of our coun-

Bahe grows corn and soy-
beans on his land, which is part
of Scott Township. While all of his
fields have been converted to no-
till land, he admitted that it wasn't
until the late ‘90s that he first took
up an interest in conservation
practices.

“1999 was a turning point
in the way I conducted my farm-
ing practices,” said Bahe. “We had
some tremendous flooding that
year, which led to erosion. I figured
there had to be another avenue
that I could take”

Bahe started a no-till ap-
proach to many of his fields in the

.

first year. In year number two of
his conversion, he began strip till-
ing and later cxplorcj‘lhe benefits
of cover crops.

“It was a very experimental
process for me," stated the local
farmer. “The amount of informa
tion on soil health has exploded
in more recent years. Compared
to when I first began to introduce
conservation practices on my land,
there is a tremendous amount of
information on land, which is ben
eficial for helping protect one of
Towa’s greatest natural resources,
top soil”

In his term as commissioner,
Bahe admitted that he wants to
inform Fayette County residents
about the conservation practices
and programs that are available to
them, but he emphasizes that he
does not want to be “pushy.”

“I am not going to tell people

Don Bahe

that they need to look into the
many great programs offered by
the Soil and Water Conservation
District,” closed Bahe. “T do want
to tell them to at least consider it.
The programs can greatly benefit
both them and the %‘.md. I under-
stand that change can be a big risk
and something that scares people,
but sometimes you just have to
dive in and try something to be
able to see the benefits of it.”

SWCD seeking nominations. . .

Your SWCD Commissioners are seeking help in se-
lecting a family or individual that has vigorously dem-
onstrated a conservation ethic of land use in Fayette
County. Anyone who believes that conservation is a
state of harmony between the land and those who use it
would be a worthy candidate.

No exclusions, nor limitations on eligibilities.

If you appreciate the efforts of someone who pro-
motes respectful land use, please nominate them to be
recognized later this year.

Richard E. Jensen.

When looking for i
important to have an agent you know and can
trust to be there when you need someone?

Call our office today to connect with our local
knowledgeable staff.

Woodard Insurance Service Company

Discover an

insurance partner

nsurance coverage, isn't it

Discover
GRINNELL [\ UTUAL

114 S. Vine Street, West Union « 563-422-3831
Dick Woodard « 563-422-5777 « cell 563-380-8882
www.woodard-insurance.com
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Collaboration is key for meeting
Iowas water quality challeniges

I just completed my first year as State Conserva-
tionist this past October. During that year I criss-
| crossed the state at least a dozen times, meeting
with nearly every Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff member and partner employee. I've
also met nearly half of Iowa’s 500 soil and water
conservation district commissioners.

I've formed relationships with members of the
Iowa conservation community including farmers,
state agencies, commodity groups and other non-
profits. My goal was to listen and learn so that I can
make informed decisions about NRCS policies,
programs, funding and staff.

Despite the different backgrounds, professions,

Kurt Simon, ages, and opinions of the people I met, there is one
lowa NRCS State  powerful common characteristic shared by nearly
Conservationist = , i o 2
every person: We all care about lowa farmers and

the future of Iowa agriculture.

I've worked for NRCS for more than 30 years. And I don't recall a
time when the conservation community has been involved in such an
important wide-scale public debate. Water quality is a complicated issue,
with many stakeholders with opposing positions on the best solutions for
Iowa’s water quality concerns.

Although this is a challenging time for conservation farmers and pro-
fessionals, from my perspective, it’s also one of the most rewarding. The
impact of our work has never been greater, the conservation focus has
never been stronger and our decisions have never been more significant.

So, as I move forward in my second year here in lowa, I am optimistic
that members of the conservation community will choose to focus on
what we have in common and not our differences.

At NRCS, our work is guided by the nine steps of conservation plan-
ning: a conversation-driven, decision-making process. Simply put, it's a
professional conservationist talking with a farmer about his or her con-
cerns for their land and economic sustainability.

During that process, the NRCS conservation planner and the farmer
work towards the best solution for each of the concerns. Ultimately, by
focusing on shared goals, we move forward. Decisions are implemented
which improve, protect and conserve natural resources.

If you are a farmer with water quality, soil health or erosion concerns
come see us. We want to collaborate with you to plan a workable solution.
And, when we can, provide financial assistance to help you apply more
conservation to your farm.

EDUCATION FIELD DAY

Tree Station: Bill Ben-
nett explaining how
to plant and care for
trees.

Fayette Soil and Water District
is in good hands

I believe the Fayette Soil and Water District is in very good hands. The three newly elected
commissioners are well qualified to continue to protect the natural resources of the district. I
want to, thank all the people who have worked to provide an environment in which our future
and that of future generations looks much better. Because, we know that without clean air, water
and healthy, productive soil, the world will not need anything else because there will be no life-on
earth.

With the cooperation of many individuals and organizations, we were able to construct

tructures in the Otter Creek Watershed, they include ponds, a wetland, grade stabilization
structures, and on road structures, which along with 4 constructed last year kept the cr
within it’s banks down stream from West Union. It was unfortunate that we were not able to get
structures built up stream of West Union and the town had some flood damage, but hopefully
this will encourage people up stream from West Union to do something and save the heart ache
and cost of flood damage.

The many acres of caver crop planted this year is helping to keep soil in place, improve soil
health, maintain nutrients, and improve farmers income. The combine yield monitor at our farm
showed that cover crop and no till, not only lowered input cost butincreased yields. I believe
280+ bushels per acre with 95 day corn is a good yield.

Many things have change over the years, when my father (Cleve Bennett) was a
commissioner the only lhm" they did at their meetings was approve cooperator agreement and
to start with they were not on the election ballot with other state , local and federal officials.
When | started as a commissioner, we had a state cost share program that was the best in nation
but no federal cost share though the ASCS office had some programs. We had twice as many
federal staff and twice as many state staff and no district emplo; Iso the state and feds
furnished all the equipment used for the work. Now the district furnishes an employee and
several pieces of equipment. The state cost share is less but we have more federal programs to
work on with the reduced work force.

Another change that has come about is with our state and federal elected officials, when 1
first served as a commissioner and went to Des Moines or Washington to talk to them about
conservation issues, you could work with both parties and they would try to do what was be
the country or state. Now the only thing they do is what their party tells then to do and th
to make other party look bad, which actually makes both parties look bad and harms e
To bad they don't seem to know working together is how to get things done.

I want to thank all people and mgammtmn\ we have worked with over last 3 ars.
Without working together very little can be done but with cooperation we can do most
anything and everything. I want to give a special thank you all local, state, and national staff and
officials of conservation districts across the state and nation. they are all people you can know
and work with because they truly care. I believe.that the Fayette SWCD has the best staff and
commissioners any where, ihE\ are like family to me. The bwgc\t tha u goes to my wife,
Judy and our children (including ones that are not blood relatives) without their support I could
not have given this many years of service. I will miss the near daily contact with the people
working to put conservation on the ground but will continue to support you any way I can. You
are the greatest. Thank you.

37

Bil nett, former-Fayette SWCD Com

Wildlife station: Student from
Upper lowa University ex-
plaining food webs before a
short hike to identify animals
along the trail. | =]

FreedomBank salutes lowa farm families, and we look forward
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...practicing soil and water
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beneﬁt our future generatlons.
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The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office staff includes (front, I-r) Devin Brincks, NRCS
federal technician; Lori Kohlmeyer, IDALS conservation assistant; Halley Williams, NRCS soil conservationist;
and Aaron Anderson, NRCS district conservationist; (back) Alisha Vander Woude, NRCS Pathways intern; and

Adam Grim District watershed coordinator (Chris DeBack photo)

—

Fayette County Soil and Water District Commissioners are as follows: (front, I-r) Don Bahe, Stanley; Richard
Jensen, Elgin; Paul Hoeger, Maynard; and Tim Bruihler, Hawkeye; (back) Eric Boehm, Wadena; Leon
Deutsch, Wadena; and Rod Marlatt, Elgin. Not pictured are Willam Bennet, Rozann Dallenbach, Dave
Drilling, Commissioners; Judy Bennett, Dorothy Jensen, William Dallenbach, and Rhonda Drilling, Assistant
Commissioners (Chris DeBack photo)

Soil Health Station: Aaron
Anderson, DC, demon-
strates a table top rain fall
simulator showing how dif-
ferent land uses and man-
agement style influence
how much rain fall move in
the form of surface runoff or
infiltrates into the soil.

More education Recycle Station:

Michelle Kelly explains

field day where and how to
photos on recycle with an activity
sorting out plastic, pa-

Page 12 per, and cardboard.

See Stacy

3-BR, 3-bath, surrounded
by trees & cornfields. Sit on
the back deck and enjoy life
in the country!

3-BR, located on a double lot
in a quiet development.
This home has so
much to offer!

Incredible 6-BR,
one-of-a-kind, brick Italianate
home built in 1875.

Don’t forget to visit NRCS when
transferring land or changing ownership

When working with your lo-
cal Farm Service Agency office to
transfer land ownership, change op-
erators or your corporation, LLC or
partnership, don't forget to stop by
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) office, or your con-
tract payments may be in jeopardy.
“Any time there is a change in the
control of the land under contract,
the contract holder must complete
paperwork at the NRCS office to
transfer control to the new owner or
operator,” said Jon Hubbert, assistant
state conservationist for programs.

Landowners must complete

Form NRCS-CPA-152 Conserva-
tion Program Contract Transfer
Agreement within 60 days of the
ownership change or land transfer. If
not, NRCS will not be able to make
contract payments and the contract
holder may be liable for financial
damages and improper payments,
he said.

“Most land transfers are com-
pleted by March 1, so this paperwork
needs to be completed at the NRCS
office by May 1 or earlier,” he said.

If you have concerns about your
contracts, call or visit your local
USDA Service Center.

2016 lowa Conservation Accomplishments
lowa farmers will install conservation

practices on 458,000 acres with
USDA-NRCS assistance

DES MOINES, IOWA, Dec. 9,
2016 — Iowa farmers signed up to
add new conservation practices that
protect more than 458,000 acres with
planning and financial assistance
through USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) in
2016.

Through two of USDAs most
popular conservation programs
- the Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP) and the
Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) - Iowa farmers will install
best management practices such as
terraces, grassed waterways, no-till,
animal waste facilities, rotational
grazing systems, cover crops, and
nutrient and pest management to
their farms. These practices can help
reduce soil erosion, improve water
:juality' enhance soil health and pro-

uctivity, and provide wildlife habi-

Rural landowners are also per-
manently conserving agricultural
working lands by restoring and pro-
tecting agricultural lands and wet-
lands through enrollment in the Ag-
ricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP). In 2016, NRCS
obligated $12.5 million in ACEP
funding through 22 permanent agri-
cultural and wetland easements that
cover 2,893 acres.

Overall, lowa farmers received
$36.5 million in conservation fund-
ing in fiscal year 2016 through EQIP,
CSP and ACEP. Historically under-
served farmers, such as beginning
farmers, limited resource producers
and veterans, received $6 million in
conservation practice financial assis-
tance through 189 contracts, cover-
ing 15,000 acres.

EQIP Overview
Iowa NRCS obligated more

Stunning, quality-built 4-BR,
3 1/2-bath home in West
Union’s Eastbrook Addition.

4-BR, 3-bath home.
Entire home

remodeled - interio
& exterior!

www.HomesteadlowaRealty.com

than $17.6 million to Towa farm-
ers through 758 contracts covering
80,798 acres through EQIP - a vol-
untary conservation program that
promotes agricultural production
and environmental quality. Through
EQIP, farmers can choose from a
conservation practice list developed
at the county level to treat local re-
source concerns.

County EQIP leaders by the
numbers:

4,409 - Acres treated with con-
servation practices in East Pottawat-
tamie County.

$1.26 million - EQIP funding
for Carroll County.

22 - EQIP contracts in Allama-
kee County.

CSP Overview

In 2016, lowa NRCS obligated
$6.3 million through 628 new and
renewed CSP contracts covering
374,000 acres. CSP is a voluntary
conservation program that encour-
ages producers to comprehensively
address resource concerns by un-
dertaking additional conservation
activities while improving, main-
taining, and managing existing con-
servation activities. CSP pays partic-
ipants for conservation performance

the higher the performance, the
higher the payment.

County leaders in acres treated,
funding and contracts through CSP:

23,046 - Acres treated in
Keokuk County through CSP.

$639,448 - Amount Keokuk
County landowners received in CSP
funding.

45 - CSP funded contracts in
Howard County.

For  county-specific  pro-
gram information, visit http://bit.
ly/2g5MVWX or contact your local
NRCS office.

HOMESTEAD

mRealty

lowa's Largest

563-422-3277

306 Hwy. 150 §., West Union

Debbie Merrill, Broker -
merrill1953.dm@gmail.com
Lisa Wescott, Broker Assoc. -
wescottlisa@gmail.com
Stacy Merrill, Agent -
meril8762@gmail.com &
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Conservation Systems Plans (no)
Planned Applied
165 353

Conservation System Acres (ac)
Planned  Applied
9,070 12,469

Watershed Account

Performance Summary-Field Measures

(Conservation Plans Written (ac)

Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality (ac)

Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil heaith and sustainability (ac)

Cropland with an applied Soil Health Mangament System (SHMS) (ac)

Land with conservation applied to improve water quality (ac)

ICNMP written (no)

Grazing land with a conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base (ac)
Grazing land with a conservation system applied to achieve a sustainable forage-animal balance (ac)
Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality (ac)
Conservation applied on land being actively managed for wildlife habitat (ac)

Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced (ac)

Forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve vegetative condition (ac)
Conservation Applied to improve Environmental Quality (ac)

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2015 through JUNE 30, 2016

Summary Conservation Practices Planned  Applied
Access Control (472) (ac) 2,078 3,280
Brush Management (314) (ac) 14
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan -
Written (102) (no) 2
Conservation Cover (327) (ac) 1,495 1,829
IConservation Crop Rotation (328) (ac) 6,420 3,431
Contour Buffer Strips (332) (ac) 92 158
Contour Farming (330) (ac) 1,787 1,232
ICover Crop (340) (ac) 1,193 1,478
Critical Area Planting (342) (ac) 41 28
Catly SuLLESSIUIIa1 NauiaEl
Development/Management (647)
fam 107
Farmstead Energy Improvement (374) (no) 8
Fence (382) (ft) 27,780
Field Border (3886) (ac) 17 13
Filter Strip (393) (ac) 97 66
Firebreak (394) (ft) 1,540

Forage and Biomass Planting (512) (ac) 168

Forest Management Plan - Written (106) (no) 1
Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) 15 a0
Grade Stabilization Structure (410) (no) 5 3
Grassed Waterway (412) (ac) 53
Herbaceous Weed Control (315) (ac) 3,232
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) (535) (ac) 3
Lighting System Improvement (670) (no) 2
Nutrient Management (590) (ac) 86
Mrescribed Grazing (528) (ac) 168 81
Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till (329)

(ac) 129 412
Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till

(345) (ac) 5,635 2,651
Riparian Forest Buffer (391) (ac)

Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops (798)

(sq ft) 2,180
Stream Crossing (578) (no) 1

Subsurface Drain (606) (ft) 8,996
Terrace (600) (ft) 5,543 9,452
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) (ac) 106 35
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490) (ac) 58
Underground Outlet (620) (ft) 830
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) (ac) 2471 a71
\Waste Storage Facility (313) (no) 1
\Water and Sediment Control Basin (638) (no) 6 c
Watering Facility (614) (no) 1

Wetland Restoration (657) (ac) 5 55
|Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) (ft) 490 1136
|Programs

Conservation Reserve Program

Program Eligibility Determinations (no) 602 no
Status Reviews Performed (no) 253 no
Plans Developed for Emergency Grazing (no) 2no
Plans Modified to Include Emergency Haying (no) 2no

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
Number of Contracts (no) 4no
Dollars Obligated $105,540

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Number of Contracts (no) 2no
Dollars Obligated $53,266
Acres Enrolled 1,350 ac

T LI e Y AR AR A AR R AR SRR AR R e rreae i

Beginning Balance $ 248499
9,070 ac Heeripis
8,285 ac Postage Reimbursement $ 100.00
3,177 ac 5
£ Total Rece
1,148 ac SRR ¥
10,888 ac TOTAL $ 258499
1 no
57 ac Expenses
57 ac Information & Education 621.66
4,384 ac Office Supplies 125.44
96 ac Transfer to Checking 100.00
55 ac
650 ac Total Expenses s 84710
13000 Ending Balance 6/30/16 § 1,737.89
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2615 through JUNE 30, 2016
Payroll Savings Account
Beginning Balance s .76
Receipts
Interest $ 75
Transfers from Technical Account 15,836.80
Total Receipts $ 15,837.55
TOTAL $ 1583831
Expenses
Federal Taxes 8,372.16
IPERS 4,428.26
State Taxes 1,242.00
Unemployment 190.90
Total Expenses $ 14233
Ending Balance 6/30/16 § 1,604.99
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2015 through JUNE 30, 2016
Checking Account
Beginning Balance § 146424
Receipts
Watershed Transfer 100.00
Money Market Transfers — IM Funds 2,800.00
Money Market Transfers 3,710.24
T'otal Receipts $§ 661024
TOTAL $ 807448
Expenses
ATV 160.79
Bank Charge 33.28
Education 1,181.10
IM Commissioner 3,14233
IM Office 60.00
Meeting Expense 14.31
Office Supplies 834.69
Postage 347.00
Water Sampling 490.00
Total Expenses $ 6,263.50
Ending Balance 6/30/16 $ 1,810.98

TETITETTITE T I TAAA

—
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2015 through JUNE 30, 2016
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
ket Savin; unt g
Bégthitag Bilines S aEAT JULY 1, 2015 through JUNE 30, 2016
Receipts
Education 1,000.00
Farm Bill 13 —IDALS 4,793.38
Farm Bill 13B — IDALS 4,818.60 Technical Account
M Allocation & Supplemental 2,800.00 Beginning Balance $ 32253.84
Interest 41.23
Volga Lake Grant 9,294.00
Volga Lake Supplies Reimbursement 841.22 Receipts
SPE O Ok Supphas eimbaidcinenti, | 804,92 Farm Bill 13 Funds - Division $ 6,168.60
Total Receipts S 2439335 Farm Bill 13 Funds - CDI 886.98
Farm Bill 13B Funds - CDI 2,466.00
Py B 2324124 Supervisors 2,000.00
Expenses Volga Lake Grant 8,646.30
IM Transfers to Checking 2,800.00
Transfers to Checking 3.710.24 .
Transfers to Technical Account 14,814.90 Total Receipts $ 20,167.88
) Total Expenses $ 21,325.14 TOTAL $ 52421.72
Ending Balance 6/30/16 $ 12,616.10
Expenses
—— Accounting Services 250.00
B o W oA e Health Insurance 3,288.96
Nov2012/ iy 2013/ Juy 2018/ oy 2015 / iy 2016/ Meeting Expense 163.96
ACCOUNT BALANCE June 2013 June 2014 June 2015 June 2016 June 2017 Office Supplics 658.40
Beginning Satance s e s nuaw §  1ase $ 1852 s 12269 Payroll 24,435.00
i coniis S oy Transfers to Payroll Savings
ot o Tovegs e 2 Federal Taxes 8,992.32
Supporters Oub :- 10591 s 10,686 s 11473 $ 12078 I_PERS 5’35082
Aerial Spraying H 5460 S 4432
s R Aoy e oy e S B N State Taxes 1,242.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS s nns s 5,163 s 1473 s 17078 $ Unemploymcnl 25 1 66
TOTAL CASH AVARABLE s 25,999 s 56,483 s 25,037 s 18,930 $ 12,269
R s Total Expenses $ 44,633.12
o s saw0 s 2san
RCAD Donations $ 2,000 5 4,000 5 2,000
Memorial s 20
cton s o Al iy §
sl i) s asa s “ Ending Balance 6/30/16 $ 7,788.60
Froght s 300
g oyt s S s Sy 56
ingte o o pooury : om .
SR s e T
s 199 s m
5 363
S Taghe | e € s
s 2,750
5 680 s 450 $ 20 .
I3 s 2,682 2/
R . R Norby’s Farm Fleet has a great selection
s w5 s
e RN of ADS/ Hancor products to complete
] 999 5 602 $ 528
A e e your dramage needs...
oo Y S S S S S and to help you support the conservation of
TOTAL EXPENSES: $ 14,679 $ a0 $ 23185 5 6,662 s '
L R S R N T soil and water in Fayette County!-
SHARED' 51 8 Wk vt oy WED oo sement s _ I“m“'y
: 3 [T — s

Terraces

w DON RAUSCH

\:‘Ial:may\ & SONS
it Fence
Installation CONSTRUCTION

Septic Systems

Building Site
Prep

- ]I, o Farm

. (‘.ruhl)i-n.g o 2l or y Ieet

. l)cml')hlmn ¢ 7 i Your Hometown Place to Sho

* Hauling 219 N. Oak St., West Union, IA « 563-422-5343

* GPS Controlled JimCell 563-419-1775 Office (563) 534-7356 Hours: Mon.-Fri, 7:30-6 p.m,; Sat. 7:30-5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
Equipment 2678 118th St., Ft. Atkinson

Check out our website for more ways to save: www.norbysfarmfleet.com
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Now What? A Landowners Guide to Options

By: Rod Marlatt, Director,
Fayette County
Conservation Board

As the age of Iowa’s landowners
continues to rise, the uncertainty of
the future stewardship of those lands
comes into question. Many farmers
and landowners do not have the op-
portunity to pass on their legacy to
anyone or at least to anyone who will
work the land. Many of these land-
owners have toiled diligently to leave
the land better than they found it
and have implemented their conser-
vation ideals upon that land.

Not to put too blunt a point on
it, but do we want to assume that
our hard work will be recognized
and continued by those who inherit
the land? Things change, economies
change and values change depend-
ing on how connected the next gen-
erations are to the land.

This article is an attempt to in-
spire landowners to think about the
future of their land and to scratch
the surface of several options avail-
able to landowners in Iowa to per-
manently protect their conservation
efforts and legacy.

Land Donations: You can sim-
ply donate your land to a qualified
conservation organization such as
the County Conservation Board,
the JTowa Department of Natural Re-
sources, the Soil and Water Conser-
vation District or a non-profit con-
servation organization such as the
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.
An outright donation is the simplest
method of protection and can carry
with it substantial tax savings in-
cluding property tax liability, estate
taxes, and possible future income tax
liability. An outright land donation
can also give you substantial input
as to how the land will be managed
if agreeable to the recipient. Maybe
you want the land to be a park, a

INsurING FARMS AND HoMESs Since 1874

public forest, a public hunting area
of a multitude of other possibili-
ties. The Fayette County Conserva-
tion Board has been the recipient of
many of these types of donations.

Conservation Bequest: This
option is of course leaving the land in
your will. The land could be a quality
natural resource area such as a prai-
rie, wetland or forest or it could be of
no resource value such as a house lot
to be able to be sold by the recipient
to fund conservation elsewhere. One
of the greatest benefits of a bequest is
that you retain ownership and use of
the property during your lifetime. It
simply passes the land to the public
after you have borrowed it and nur-
tured it for a while. Though you can
bequest the land without the recipi-
ent’s knowledge, it is best to discuss
it with the potential recipient so that
your desires and intent are clear and
expected. This can be done discretely
and kept confidential if that is the
desire of the donor

Bargain Sale: Instead of an
outright land donation, you can sell
your land to a conservation agency
or organization at a reduced price.
Most agencies are limited by statute
to pay no more than appraised value
for land. They must also find a way
to finance that purchase. Most of the
tiime this is through grants such as
the Wildlife Habitat Stamp program.
A bargain sale will assist the receiv-
ing agency in being able to claim the
bargain sale as required cost share
match. A sale of less than appraised
value gives the seller a multitude of
possible tax advantages such as a
reduction of capital gains, some pos-
sible income tax adjustments, and of
course, less property tax liability.

Conservation Easements: A
conservation easement is a contract
between a landowner and a quali-
fied conservation group. Examples

of qualified groups are County Con-
servation Boards, lowa Department
of Natural Resources, Cities, Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
or non-profit conservation organi-
zations. Each easement is custom
written to fit the natural resources
that exist on the property and the
desires of the landowners. The ease-
ment does not change the owner-
ship or the transfer of ownership of
the land to future generations. The
easement is, however, perpetual and
follows the transfer of ownership.
The easement simply spells out what
can and cannot be done on the land
and gives the responsibility of the
enforcement of the covenants on to
the “grantee” An example could be
a forest owner may want to ensure
that the timber values of a property
be preserved forever and that any
management (including harvesting)
be done under an approved forestry
plan. Another scenario could be an
agricultural farm that the easement
simply says that the farm must be
perpretually farmed under a con-
servation compliance plan or similar
plans that may exist in the future.
In addition to ensuring the land be
managed and preserved, the ease-
ment itself can have significant tax
savings depending on what it en-
cumbers as uses allowed or disal-
lowed on the property. The Fayette
County Conservation Board holds
several of these easements and is al-
ways willing to add more.

These are only a few landowner
options that can be considered for
those who wish for the legacy of
their land and their conservation
ethic to endure. For more informa-
tion, contact your County Conser-
vation Board, Iowa Department of
Natural Resources, Soil and Water
Conservation District, or a qualified
non-profit organization such as the

as with any financial planning, you
need to discuss this with your finan-
cial and tax advisor.

Towa Natural Heritage Foundation.
We claim no guarantee of any
tax advantages in this article and

Conservation Planning &
Conservation Programs

By: Aaron Anderson,
District Conservationist, USDA-NRCS

What is a conservation plan & how does it benefit me? This is a
question that I'm often asked. Below is a defini-
tion from our planning policy: g

Conservation plans are the basis for all as-
sistance NRCS provides to clients, and the basic
tool for clients to manage their natural resourc-
es. The greatest value comes by haying the client
engaged in every step of the process. Through
this participation, the client develops an under-
standing of the natural resource issues and treat-
ments necessary for resource sustainability.

The objective in conservation planning is to
help each c{ient attain sustainable use and sound
management of the natural resources on their . o0 andarson
land. The purpose is to prevent the degradation
of resources and to ensure their sustained use and productivity.

Simply put, conservation plans are the road map that gives di-
rection in getting conservation practices planned and applied on the
landscape. It contains a goal and objective stated by the client to keep
folks on track. It is a living, working document.

Then, there is what we call financial assistance or conseryation
programs. And there are a lot of them. There are local, state, and fed-
eral programs that brinf an assortment of opportunities for producers
and landowners to implement conservation.

How do I know which program is right for me or my land? This
is really where your conservation plan comes in. What are your goals?
What are you trying to achieve? What is your timeline to implement-
ing the practices on your land? A conservation plan can provide a
lot of clarity to these &uesﬁons and assist in narrowing down all the
program options out there to fully benefit what you are trying to ac-
complish on your land.

I urﬁe folks to review their glans for their farm or operation and
assess what improvements can be made. Contact our office at 563~
422-3868 Ext. 3 if you are interested updating or developing a plan on
your land.

Mutual Insurance

West Union
563-422-9538
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For 32 years, Bill Bennett of Elgin served as a commissioner for the Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation
District. He recently retired from that position, and a retirement party was held in his honor Thursday evening,
Nov. 17, at Gus and Tony’s Town House Cafe in West Union. (Chris DeBack photo)

Bennett retires as SWCD commissioner

By Chris DeBack
Contributing Writer

The next Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District commissioner will have some
big shoes to fill with the retirement of one of the cur-
rent commissioners, Bill Bennett of Elgin.

Bennett has been an SWCD commissioner for
the last 32 years, first running in 1984.

“'lfhirg'—two years is a long time,” Bennett said.
“They need some new blood.”

His father, Cleve Bennett, was a former com-
missioner and Bill’s inspiration for taking on the
task.

“When my dad was asked to run, I was wishing
they had asked me instead,” Bennett joked.

Now at 78 years old, it is time for Bennett to
step away and allow some new members to help se-
cure the future of this corner of our planet.

“When I would talk to the legislators, I would
always try to explain to them that if we don't have
good, healthy soil, if we don't have good water, and
we don't have good, clean air, we don't need any-
thing else because no one will be alive,” Bennett ex-
Elained. “Itis prenrlsimple to me that these are the

ey things that we have to take care of. That is what
[SWCD} have been trying to do.

The Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District Commission has had its
hands in a lot of positive and important work over
Bennett’s 32 years. The most recent accomplish-
ment was the completion of the Otter Creek Flood
Reduction Project.

“We have had several watershed projects. One
of the things we started was the first one on Glover’s
Creek,” Bennett explained. “We came up with an
idea of buffers around sinkholes. We never sold any-
one on it, but now we come out and you have buf-

" $10 mil

fer strips all over the state because of our idea. We
started an Economic Yield Contest here in Fayette
County that went on to be the ‘Max Contest’ that
went on to nationals. It wasn't on who had the high-
est yield, but who made the most profit”

Bennett has also been a board member of
Northeast Iowa Resource Conservation and
Development (NEIRCD) since its inception. He
has helﬁed bring nearly $86 million into Iowa and

ion into northeast Iowa during his time on
the board. This is money that wouldn’t have been
available if it weren't for the hard work that people
like Bennett have put in at NEIRCD. Lora Friest,
NEIRCD director, noted that Bennett is an invalu-
able resource that will be truly missed.

While the work of an SWCD commissioner is a
noble cause, it is the people the retiree has met and
the relationships he has developed from this position
that he will miss the most.

“I'll miss the nice people that I have gotten to
work with,” Bennett said. “Like Lori Kohlmeyer. For
30 years I have worked with her, and ever since her
dad passed away I have kind of been her ‘pseudo-
dad. It has just Zeen family. We have done this, with
all the trees I have planted, for future generations.
That is what we are trying to protect.”

The former Marine said Ee plans to travel a
little more during his retirement and spend time
with his family. While Bennett will surely miss the
work and people, he believes it is time for him to al-
low new blood to infuse the Fayette County SWCD
Commission with new life and direction. However,
his sacrifices and vision for the future won't soon be
forgotten.

Schedule your
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Soil health:
Let’s keep growing!

Dr. Jennifer Stoffel
Associate Professor of Biology
Upper Iowa University

As the body of scientific knowledge and technological advance-
ments continue to progress, so too does the societal knowledge of soil
health. Soil health is defined by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) as “the continued capacity of soil to function as a
vital living ecosystem that sustainsdpldnti, animals, and humans.” As
an ecosystem ecologist, I enjoy understanding management changes
to the ecosystems and thinking about how the parts of a system re-
late to its overall function. When considering a system, I ask that we
think for a moment about our own health and our body. Our body
is comprised of multiple different systems that all work together. For
example, a blockage in your circulatory system could put you at risk
for strokes, heart attacks, embolism or even death. Likewise, the
health of the soil system can be positively or negatively influenced
by actions we take.

Soil health is influenced by physical, biological and chemi-
cal properties that are inherent to the soil. For many years in man-
a§emen( of agriculture and forest lands, we have heard about the
physical properties of soil and how they are important. For example,
you have likely heard many members of your community talking
about soil texture—the composition of sand, silt, and clay that is
found in the soil—and then speculated how rainfall will infiltrate
differently among soil textures due to the available pore space. How-
ever, now imagine talking about soil texture along with soil struc-
ture, the spatial arrangement of soil particles in the soil. These two
factors, when interacting together may differently influence the in-
filtration of water in new way than when examining these factors on
their own.- Are you excited, but slightly dismayed? Try not to be, it
is a wonderful thing!

Soil is a beautifully complex ecosystem which is influenced by
life! For example, utilizing no-till practices in your fields increase
the amount of dead plant material on the soil. This dead plant ma-
terial eventually helps to increase soil organic matter, which influ-
ences a myriad of soil properties including increasing habitat for soil
organisms, increasing soil carbon storage, promoting soil aggregate
formation and nutrient retention. Therefore, there are many man-
agement practices that humans, as stewards of the land, implement
to promote or reduce soil health. These practices might change how
the system functions to purify water, recycle nutrients, or maintain
its productive capacity. These actions are complex and intercon-
nected. Some of the connections between the biological, chemical,
and physical properties are only now being described.

This is truly an exciting (but scary time) as we explore the
once “black box” of the soil and explore the ecosystem fully. This
exploration also comes at a time of need, making the cost of failure
very high! A car only has so much horsepower, and even if tech-
nological adjustments are made, every system has its limits. While
we are fortunate to live in an area with incredible soil and water, we
need to think about the system and how we can assure that it contin-
ues to function healthfully.

Just as explorers of new lands communicated their discoveries
with others, I too compel all of us to continue to communicate and
learn from each other. Just as every student has positively impacted
my ability to better serve future students; every landowner, profes-
sional in the field, and scientist has helped me make new associa-
tions between the soil properties and their impact to soil health and
function. Ina way, we all have an obligation to keep learning! I am
fortunate because I learned early on that every person I meet has
something to teach me, and I to teach them. Ialso learned growing
up as an Iowa farm girl and now as a scientist that it is important to
gather data and evaluate evidence from multiple sources, just as you
would seek a second opinion from a doctor. So let’s get out there and
start learning and growing as we try to evaluate what we can all do to
improve soil health and improve water quality.

2016 Ram 1500

Crew Cab
Big Horn Quad Cab, 5.7 Hemi,
Auto,, 4x4/AWD, 18,000 mi.,

o $29’999

409 W. Bradford « West Union, |A
M-F 8 am. - 5 p.m.; SAT. 8 a.m. - NOON
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Farming in the 21st Century
a practical approach to improve Sojl Health

What is Soil Health? Why Should I Care?

Soil health is the capacity of a soil to function. How well is your soil
functioning to infiltrate water and cycle nutrients to water and feed grow-
y - ing plants?

Soil is a living factory of macroscopic and mi-
croscopic workers who need food to eat and plac-
es to live to do their work.

There are more individual organisms in a tea-
spoon of soil than there are people on earth; thus,
the soil is controlled by these organisms.

Tillage, fertilizer, livestock, pesticides, and other management tools
can be used to improve soil health, or they can significantly damage soil
health if not applied correctly.

Managing for soil health (improved soil function) is mostly a matter
of maintaining suitable habitat for the myriad of creatures that comprise
the soil food web.

Managing for soil health can be accomplished by disturbing the soil as
little as possible, growing as many different species of plants as practical,
keeping living plants as practical, keeping living plants in the soil as often
as possible, and keeping the soil covered all the time.

Manage More by Disturbing Soil Less

Tilling the soil is the equivalent of an earthquake, hurricane, tornado,
and forest fire occurring simultaneously to the world of soil organisms.
Simply stated, tillage is bad for the soil.

Physical soil disturbance, such as tillage with a plow, disk, or chisel
plow, that results in bare or compacted soil is destructive and disrup-
tive to soil microbes and creates a hostile, instead of hospitable, place for
them to live and work.

The soil may also be disturbed chemically or biologically through the
misuse of inputs, such as fertilizers and pesticides. This disrupts the sym-
biotic relationship between fungi, microorganisms and crop roots.

By reducing nutrient inputs, we can take advantage of the nutrient cy-
cles in the soil to supply crop nutrients and allow plants to make essential
associations with soil organisms.

Diversify with Crop Diversity

Sugars made by plants are released from their roots into the soil and
traded to soil microbes for nutrients to support plant growth.

The key to improving soil health is assuring that the food and energy
chains and webs includes as many different plants or animals as practical.

Biodiversity is ultimately the key to success of any agricultural system.
Lack of biodiversity severely limits the potential of any cropping system
and disease and pest problems are increased.

A diverse and fully functioning soil food web provides for nutrient,
energy, and water cycling that allows a soil to express its full potential.

Grow Living Roots Throughout the Year
There are many sources of food in the soil that feed the soil food
web, but there is no better food than the sugars exuded by living roots.

Soil organisms feed on sugar from living plant roots first. Next, they
feed on dead plant roots, followed by above-ground crop residues, such
as straw, chaff, husks, stalks, flowers, and leaves. Lastly, they feed on the
humic organic matter in the soil.

Healthy soil is dependent upon how well the soil food web is fed. Pro-
viding plenty of easily accessible food to soil microbes helps them cycle
nutrients that plants need to grow. 0o

Keep the Soil Covered as Much as Possible

Soil should always be covered by growing plants and/or their residues,
and soil should rarely be visible from above. This is true regardless of land
use (cropland, hayland, pasture, or range).

Soil cover protects soil aggregates from ‘taking a beating’ from the
force of falling raindrops. Even a healthy soil with water-stable aggregates
(held together by biological glues) than can withstand wetting by the rain
may not be able to withstand a ‘pounding’ from raindrops.

A mulch of crop residues on the soil surface suppresses weeds early
in the growing season giving the intended crop an advantage. They also
keep the soil cool and moist which provides favorable habitat for many
organisms that begin residue decomposition by shredding residues into
smaller pieces. -

Soil health is improved by disturbing the soil less, growing the greatest
diversity of crops (in rotation and as diverse mixtures of cover crops),
maintaining living roots in the soil as much as possible (with crops and
cover crops), and keeping the soil covered with residue at all times.

Drills, planters, seed, fertilizer, pesticides, livestock, fences, water, farm
implements, etc. are all tools that can be used to manage the soil habitat
for the benefit of living members of the soil focd web.

Many soils have a water infiltration problem that causes a water run-
off problem. If soil health is improved, the structure of the soil results
in greater water infiltration, less runoff, less or no erosion, and reduced
incidence of flooding and sedimentation.
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is a factor in soil erosion.

Bee Station: Bob
Fassbinder ex-
plains the impor-
tance of flowering
plants throughout
the growing season
for bees to pollinate
flowers and to col-
lect pollen to make
honey.
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Erosion Station: Dick Jensen about to roll a tire down to the hill to explain how slope and length of the ground

Volga Lake Watershed: Stakeholders voluntary
working to improve the watershed

By Adam Grim, District
Watershed Coordinator
The Volga Lake watershed
covers all or
portions  of
Union town-
ship sections
26-36 and
Westfield
township sec-
tions 2-9.
Volga  Lake
has a total job
impact of 50
jobs and di-
rect spending
of $4,070,000.
The top two
activities done at Volga Lake are
fishing (79%) and wildlife (43%)
and has predicted annual visits
of 66,000. Volga Lake is currently
not meeting its full recreational
potential because of high levels
of algae and nutrients in the wa-
ter. The low water clarity in Volga
Lake also impacts sight-feeding
species such as Black Crappie,
Bluegill, and Largemouth Bass
by impeding their ability to feed
effectively. This is attributed to
phosphorus loading from the wa-
tershed and from phosphorus al-
ready accumulated in in the lake.
This nutrient is typically attached
to sediment but can also be dis-
solved in the water, invisible to
the naked eye.

The goal of Volga Lake
Watershed project is to reduce
phosphorus loading from the
watershed to the lake through
reducing the amount of phos-
phorus attached to sediment and
phosphorus dissolved in water.
Once this is done and maintained
at lower levels, there may be op-
portunity to work on removal of
phosphorus in the lake itself and
to do more lake improvements.
Improving water quality in the
watershef and the lake is criti-
cal to increase the recreational
opportunities Volga Lake has to

Adam Grim

offer to the public.

Stakeholders in the Volga
Lake watershed have already done
a lot to improve water quality in
the lake since the lake’s creation by
reduced tillage, terraces, grassed
waterways, water & sediment con-
trol basins and grade stabilization
structures and other ways. Today,
stakeholders continue to do best
management practices to improve
water quality in the 6,038 acre wa-
tcrshej with no till, cover crops,
extended crop rotation, utilizing
sensitive areas differently. In 2016
through voluntary  participation
and funding from the lowa Pub-
lic Owned Lakes Program, stake-
holders implemented 385 acres of
cover crop and 177 acres of no till.

The Fayette County Soil &
Water Conservation District con-
ducted the Volga Lake Develop-
ment Project in 2015 to assess
land use, stream condition, and
gully erosion in non-cropland.
This project allowed the SWCD
to apply for and receive funding
through the State of Iowa’s Public-
ly Owned Lakes Program in 2016
to provide financial assistance in
the form of cost share to imple-
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ment best management practices
to reduce phosphorus and sedi-
ment loading. The Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District will
continue efforts in 2017 as well.

The SWCD also partnered
with Upper lowa University and
the A DNR Lakes Restoration
Program to conduct water quality
sampling in the four creeks that
flow into lake and in the lake itself
in 2015 and 2016. Results from the
monitoring show, the lake is titter-
ing on the edge from its current
state of being just rich in nutrients
to being extremely rich in nutri-
ents which may lead to potential
for oxygen depletion and fish kills.

Things stakeholders can do:

Set up a time to meet with lo-
cal Fayette Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District staff by phone, 563-
422-3868 Ext. 3 or by mail or stop
in the office at 120 N Industrial
Pkwy #2 West Union, IA 52175.
Other things stakeholders can
do are regular soil testing, proper
calibration of nutrient application
equipment, cover crops, no till,
pasture management, etc.
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Creating Brush Piles
for Birds

Often, when trees are cleared from pastures, field edges, or tim-
ber areas, they’re left haphazardly where they fell or pushed into large,
dense piles. Downed trees, whether in piles or not, are generally left to
be burned with a follow-up fire. Downed trees left scattered or piled to
burn usually don’t cause an issue, but large, thick, unburned brush piles
can be a problem for pheasants.

Generally, when trees are piled for “wildlife” or burning, it is done
with a bulldozer and downed trees are pushed together in large, dense
piles. These piles will persist for many years, unless burned. They will,
indeed, house wildlife species, but usually, those species are not ones we
want to encourage when managing for gamebirds. Since the dense brush
piles are too thick to allow birds to flush from within the pile, they won't
use these brush piles. Instead, those piles become dens for upland bird
predators like skunks and raccoons.

With very little extra effort, brush piles that will be useful for escape
and thermal cover by pheasants can be created. These “downed tree
structures” are especially handy when trying to enhance bird habitat
quickly, and can save a landowner money by utilizing something you al-
ready have to produce a required element of upland habitat—without
having to plant native shrubs (that may take years to establish and fill in
before being usable to birds).

Instead of using a dozer to push debris and tree trunks into large
piles, simply stack the downed trees next to one another in just a couple
of layers. Alternating trunk and crown ends may be beneficial. If selec-
tively cutting trees or thinning dense stands of trees, those selected for
cutting can even be felled in such a way that crowns fall next to each other
to create these piles. By stacking trees next to each other, not pushed into
thick piles, they are open enough that predators won't be as inclined to
make dens under them and they are loose enough to allow birds to flush
from under the pile if needed—all while deterring birds of prey.

The goal of this process is to create an artificial shrub thicket to add
necessary structure to an area where shrubs do not occur or may be in-
feasible. In keeping with that, you’ll want to remember what you're trying
to emulate with these piles. Piles should be constructed to dimensions
of 30 ft X 50 ft X 4-8 ft tall. Any type of tree can be used to create these
piles. As those with brush problems know, fighting tree encroachment is
a never ending process. There will be other trees that move in over time
that can be used to renovate or replace degraded artificial thickets.

H opefully this article will help you figure out what to do with the trees
you clear from your property, but if youd like even more advice, please
call your local PF/QF Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist or DNR Private Lands
Biologist.

Happy and safe cutting!
~ Allie Rath, Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist

A typical, bulldozer created brush pile. This will only provide
predator habitat.

Artificial thicket (“downed tree structure”) created with cedars and
elms. Good game bird cover.
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Your Full-Service
Solar Company.
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Solar Energy Solutions for your

Farm, Business or Residence.

Blake Electric, Inc. specializes in providing high-quality,
turnkey solar electric systems for our residential,
commercial and farm customers. Our goal is to offer
a single source for the design, installation and service
of solar electric projects, resulting in a more satisfying
customer experience.

For competitive pricing and professional
installation, call John today!

BLAKE
ELECTRIC
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We are proud to support our conservationists!
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We have been helping customers with
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This is the farm on Harding Road, rural Elgin, where Jim and Sue Kuennen Massman began making a con-

‘Labor of love’ earns top conservation honor

By Janell Bradley
Contributing Writer

Perhaps its not surpris-
ing to learn that this year’s lowa
Conservation Woman of the Year
was in 1969 the first female to join
the South Winneshiek FFA chap-
ter in Calmar. And since then, shes
never stopped learning and giving
her time to others while making the
earth a better place to live.

Sue Kuennen Massman has
achieved much: implementing con-
servation practices on her own
farm in rural Elgin, volunteering
as a Master Gardener, showcasing
her talents at the Norman Borlaug
Learning Center, and through help-
ing others reach their own goals and
achievements.

From her early days as an FFAer
at South Winn, she’s never stopped
being an advocate for female land-
owners, including assisting her own
mother with on-farm management
decisions.

When Sue and her husband,
Jim Massman, bought a farm to-
gether at 6905 Harding Road in ru-
ral Elgin, they had great plans for the
160 acres of property. The farm was
in dire need of conservation to con-
trol erosion.

The Massmans were interested
in a variety of conservation practices
and ways to diversify the grm, ex-
plained Michelle Schaefers, NRCS
soil conservationist.

“They created a ‘labor of love’
as they began fixing up their farm
in the spring of 2011,” Schaefers re-
called O?meetin Sue and Jim.

Schaefers shared how Sue told
her they were like painters with
a fresh palate and new canvas -
dreaming, creating and planting to-
gether.

And then Jim became ill and
was diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness. He died Nov. 4, 2011.

Wishing to carry on with their
work to honor Jim, Sue built a team
of knowledgeable supporters to help
her learn how to manage the farm.

In the spring of 2012, she
completed Annies Project, an ISU
Extension program, to help her
make farm-related decisions. She
was then able to develop additional
farm-related skills for problem-solv-
ing, recordkeeping, insurance, un-
derstanding the stock market, busi-
ness and estate decision-making,
retirement and succession planning.

Sue has also participated in
Women, Land & Legacy and WFAN
events, as well as various conserva-
tion field days in which she shared
her own experiences with others and
learned from their experiences.

After Jim's death, Susan worked
with the local NRCS and ISU
Extension to help her manage the
farm with passion and an artistic
flair. She established waterways ‘on
the highly erodible areas and in-
cludes hay in the crop rotation to
help improve the soil. She continues
to work with NRCS to enhance an al-
ready diverse wetland complex that
includes a fen and artesian springs.
The upland wildlife areas were en-
hanced with a hardwood tree plant-
ing of black cherry, red oak, white
oak and swamp oak.

As a 10-year Master Gardener,
she has taken
pride in her
own property.
She maintains a
vineyard; an or-
chard of plum,
aKple, and
cherry trees; a
variety of ber-
ries; and has
an herb garden
and a large veg-
etable garden that
provide sustenance for herself, fam-
ily, and friends. Sue also donates her
organic produce to Hope Lodge in
Rochester, Minn., where she and Jim
stayed during his cancer treatments.

Massman has also planted sev-
eral varieties of willow to use in
making her award-winning hand-
crafted baskets. She demonstrates
her pioneer basket-weaving talent
at various historic venues such as
the Fort Atkinson Rendezvous and
Osborne Heritage Days.

“Sue Kuennen Massman’s con-
nection and devotion to the land
is unparalleled,” said Schaefers,
who, along with the Fayette County
SWCD, nominated Massman for the
award.

Sue accepted her honor at
the 70" Annual Jowa Soil and
Water Conservation District
Commissioners Conference at the
end of August. While there, Sue net-
worked with other producers and

Sue Massman

professionals, and she can be seen
in a podcast by ISU Extension’s lowa
Learning Farm, which can be found
at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
ilff.

Massman continues to work off
the farm, but she still finds time to
spend countless hours improving
the dream farm she shared with Jim.
She said she hopes to leave a legacy
by improving her farm and leaving
it in better condition than when they
first purchased it.

“My reward is to know that I
am able to make a difference on my
farm and be an example to others
through my conservation practices
and management of my land,” she
reflected.

The conservationist is active in
her faith cominunity at St. Peter’s
Catholic Church in Clermont, and in
1983 she was voted Young Mother of
the Year in part for her involvement
in her chiﬁ:lren's youth organiza-
tions, 4-H and Scouts. Sue was an ac-
tive 4-H member and officer during
her youth, receiving several county
awards. She continued assisting with
4-H as an adult having received the
4-H Alumni award and 25-Year 4-H
Leader award for her many years of
volunteer service at the county, area,
state and national levels.

Massman was recently elected
to the board of directors, as a repre-
sentative of Fayette County, for the
Norman Borlaug ISU Research Farm
in Nashua.

Meet Tim Bruihler, FCSWD commissioner

By CHRIS DEBACK
Contributing Writer
Meet new Fayette County Soil and Water District Commissioner Tim
ihler.

Bruihler.
The Hawk

Bruihler
ated from hi

Tim Bruihler

7
acreage while also
farm in Rushford, Minn.
ew up in Rushford, where he gradu-
school in 2006. He attended Iowa State
University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in agron-
omy. He then went to work for Servi-Tech as an agrono-
mist, helping with crop consulting.

After five years at Servi-Tech, he fulfilled a lifelong
dream by heading back to the farm.

“We always had some farm acres growing up when
my dad was working for the United States Post Office in
Rushford,” he said. “Farming is in my blood, and I was

farmer grows beans and corn on his
helping his father, John, maintain a

glad to help my father”
Bruihler met his wife, Cara, while taking some collége classes at
Winona State University while still in high school. They now have two chil-

dren, Olivier, 5, and Evelyn, 4. -

Because of his own conservation efforts, the Fayette County Soil and

Water District Commission asked the young farmer if hed become a com-
missioner. Bruihler’s father has no-tilled his crop ground for 25 years and
has been honored as Conservationist of the Year in both Minnesota and
Towa.

“It is always a learning process,” Bruihler said, “one that I am happy to
learn about.”

Bruihler’s passion for conservation is what pushed him to accept the
commission’s invitation. As a new commissioner, he feels that continued
education for all farmers is a2 must. Hed like to see the commission help
create more educational material for farmers who are trying to decide on
whether or not to implement conservation practices.

“I would like to see a lot more conservation education,” Bruihler noted.
“I feel that is lacking, Id like to see more general knowledge of no-tilling
and cover crops, which are the big things right now. There just isn't a lot of
information on how to incorporate those practices.

“I think there are a lot of people interested in conservation; they just
don’t know how to do it," he cf)sed. There is not a lot of emphasis on the
economics. From a farmer’s perspective, I am looking at the economics of
it. T know it can work for a lot of people. When you think conservation, you
think sacrificing economics, and that isn't the case.”

Meet part-time intern Alisha Vander Woude

By CHRIS DEBACK
Contributing Writer

Alisha Vander Woude is a part-time in-
tern with the Fayette County Soil and Water
Commission.

She received her internship through the
Pathways program at the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

The Upper Iowa University senior will
graduate in May. She currentlr resides in Elgin
with her boyfriend, Isaac Sedlmayr, who is the
Gilbertson Park ranger.

As a part-time intern, Vander Woude's du-
ties include working on Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) plans and duplicating them for
customers and other agencies.

The 2013 Delton Kellogg High School
(Michigan) graduate has always known that sci-
ence was the field of study for her, but she wasn't
always sure in which specific direction she want-
ed to go.

“I knew I wanted to go into the science field and have it be with
something outdoors,” she explained, “so, I was very broad with what I
wanted. Whatever opportunity came along. I took it. My sophomore year
of college I was applying for internships and knew I wanted to go the
conservation route.”

The Delton, Mich., native has learned a lot during her time in the
Pathways program and looks forward to finding her first career position
in the near future.

Alisha Vander Woude

FCPF wildlife biologist Allie Rath

By CHRIS DEBACK
Contributing Writer

Allie Rath is the new Fayette County Pheasants Forever Farm Bill
wildlife biologist.

Just a couple months into her new position,
Rath has hit the ground running when it comes
to helping plan conservation efforts for farmers.

Originally from Kalona in southeast Iowa,
the 2003 Mid-Prairie High School graduate
has held a number of different positions in the
conservation field. After graduating from the
University of Northern Iowa in 2007 with a bach-
elor’s degree in biology with an emphasis in ecol-
ogy, the new wildlife biologist stayed at UNI to
work at Tallgrass Prairie Center.

“From about as young as I can remember, I
just knew I wanted to be outside working on the |4
landscape,” Rath explained. “I didn’t always know |,
exactly what that meant or where I could even get
a job doing that, but I was lucky enough to basi-
cally know since high school that biology, conservation, and land man-
agement was the way I wanted to go, and I just needed to figure out how
to get there.” -

She then moved to southeast Florida and worked for the United
States Environmental Protection Agency, for which she did a lot of per-
vasive species removal.

She then moved back to Iowa to work for the Towa Department of
Natural Resources, where she was a natural resource aide before a short
stint with The Nature Conservancy in Illinois.

“I would help with the wildlife management units and any of the
public hunting areas in southwest Iowa,” she recalled. “I helped with the
Boone Wildlife Research Station, where I looked at some pheasant chick
crops — basically, what they are eating — and then helped with some
quail hunter harvest surveys. I helped burn and did some nongame sur-
veying —mammal traps, butterfly counts, different things like that””

It was back to Iowa to once again to work for the DNR before taking
a fosition with Kansas Pheasants Forever for the last five years. Despite
relocating frequently, all the different experiences have helped prepare
Rath for this latest position with Fayette County Pheasants Forever.

“Before Kansas, all my jobs hacrpreny much been public lands man-
agement,” she said. “So, getting my hands dirty chainsawing, cutting,
srraying with backpack sprayers, burning, and planting, all of the things
that I personally did, I now recommend and plan for private landowners
to do, so I can kind of give them some of the little tidbits that I learned. I
can speak the language better when I am giving them more of the details
as to how to really make something successful.

“For example, edge-feathering can be a hard concept to wrap the
mind around,” she added. “I have done it before, so I can take the land-
owner down the path and get them the most description and detail that
they would need to accomplish it successfully and have a good feeling
come out of it. I think that has been really beneficial for me, that and just
being able to work with a bunch of different agencies and groups.

There are two types of typical days for the wildlife iiulagist. One
will find her in the field all day, working with farmers to determine what
would be the best practice for their situation. Another day, she might find
herself behind a desk a little more than she would like, filling out paper-
work and answering emails.

While she has moved around quite a bit, as long as the funding for
her position is there from the farm bill, she plans to stick around. There is
still much for her to learn, and she intends to learn as much as possible.

“Ilove Fayette County; it is a great county to get some of that prairie
and driftless area,” she closed. “Everyone has been very welcoming and
sufur-nice. MI' neighbors have been stopping by, and everyone is always
willing to lend a hand if I ever need it

Allie Rath
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Paul Hoeger

CREP - Cantour Bufier Strips

Reduce Erosion
Impraye Watee Quality

Fayette SWCD

This Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District sign on Paul Hoeger's land promotes his use of contour buf-
fer strips as a soil conservation measure. Hoeger is an avid soil and water conservationist.

Seeing land as a community

By Gina Panuska
Contributing Writer

“We abuse land because we see
it as a commodity belonging to us.
When we see land as a community
to which we belong, we may begin to
use it with love and respect.”

This quote from Aldo Leopold
is one that Paul and Phyllis Hoeger
have been living by on their family
farm.

The couple live just west of
Maynard on the Hoeger Family
Century Farm. The land was pur-
chased by Paul’s great-grandfather
in 1897, and Paul has resided on
the farm since his family moved
there in 1955, when he was just 3
years old.

Paul was always involved in
the farming operation, picking up
rocks, taking care of hundreds of
chickens, planting and harvesting
crops, and milking cows.

Right after high school, he be-
gan farming some on his own, but
through the years he has always
had off-farm jobs - from running
a dairy/beef artificial insemination
(AI) business, to fixing televisions,
helping on neighboring farms, to
most recently, offering a carpentry
service from which he just retired
last year.

Along with raising row crops
and hay, the family milked cows
until about 1991, when the herd
was sold. The Hoegers then fed out
dairy steers for seven years.

Throughout the years of the
dairy operation, the Hoegers
planted a corn/hay/oats crop ro-
tation. Once the cows were gone,
they changed to a corn/soybean
rotation.

In 1986, the family decided
to change the way they had been
planting their crops and imple-
mented contour strips in their
fields. They had a neighbor who
had been contouring since the

1960s, so they thought they would
try stripping their hay and corn in
the same field. They were extreme-
ly pleased with the soil conserva-
tion and drainage benefits from
the contouring, and they have not
turned over the soil with a mold-
board plow since.

Paul does most of the work
around the farm himself, only hav-
ing the local cooperative do about
half of the spraying and the fertil-
izer spreading.

“I'm the only one that works
here,” he laughed.

When asked about some of
the bigger changes Paul has seen
over l%le years or applied to his
farming operation, he said he has
focused more on changing the
management of his land rather
than his equipment fleet.

“It's amazing what technology
can do, but I get by with my equip-
ment; it does just fine,” the veteran
farmer said with a smile.

Among other tractors in
Hoeger’s fleet, he still uses the
Farmall H and M tractors owned
by his grandfather and father. He
utilizes a Raven monitor on his
sprayer and has upgraded from a
four-row to an eight-row planter
with a monitor over the years.

With his contour strips, the
FSA marks every segmented area
of a field as its own separate field,
so, according to the system, Paul
has 70 to 80 “fields” on each farm.

“Automatic planter row shut-
offs would be nice to have, so I
wouldn't have to lift up at each wa-
terway, he commented.

When asked about the future
of agriculture, both Paul and his
wife, Phyllis, are extremely pas-
sionate about soil and water con-
servation.

“I think the future is soil
health” Paul said. “We need to
find ways to keep the soil where
it belongs, the water where it falls,
and the nutrients where they were
placed” *

Hoeger has never been a huge
fan of tillage, as it takes extra time
to do and can create more com-
paction in the field. He has imple-
mented minimum tillage practices
on his farm and has become a fan
of no-till management. His hopes
are for his farm to continue to use
no-till practices in the future.

The Maynard farmer believes
that cover crops will be an im-
portant tool for farmers in order
to better their soil infiltration and
help retain excess nitrogen to keep
it out of our rivers, as water qual-
ity is an important issue affecting
the agricultural community. Cover
crops should also help with the
management of resistant weeds.

“Weeds are tough to kill!”
Hoeger exclaimed. “We need to
keep on top of them each year, or
else the next year will be a bigger
problem.”

With his passion, Paul serves
on the Fayette County Soil and
Water = Conservation  District
Commission. Through his farm-
ing practices and his involve-

ment with county conservation,
he hopes to spread awareness to
farmers and all residents of Fayette
County to help make a difference
for future generations, including
both those who want to farm and
those who live around them.

Paul strives to spread knowl-
edge of soil and water quality is-
sues and is glad to see other or-
ganizations like the Iowa Corn
Growers  Association,  lowa
Soybean Association, Resource
Conservation and Development
offices, and the Farm Service
Agencz working to promote re-
sponsible Jand management prac-
tices. It is also necessary for farm-
ers to pay attention to their ma-
nure management plans.

When it comes to giving ad-
vice to younger farmers, Hoeger
notes that it is important for farm-
ers to be good stewards of the land
and be involved in doing their
best to monitor and develop their
soil health. It is also necessary for
landlords to be involved in their
farms as well.

“I think that using practices
like cover crops and paying atten-
tion to soil health may offer just as
good of benefits as pushing fertiliz-
er and sprays,” he said. “Spending
time and investing in the soil isn't
as glamorous as buying new equip-
ment, though.”

“It is important to keep ex-
perimenting and finding new ways
to do things,” added wife Phyllis,
originally of Breda, lowa.

As this longtime farmer looks
toward retirement, he has en-
rolled part of his home farm in the
Gaining Grounds CRP Program.
The program consists of a mix of
wildflowers and grasses that must
be mowed until it is fully estab-
lished. The Hoegers are hoping to
see more pheasants in the future.

When hes not busy on the
farm or working with county con-
servation groups, Paul spends his
time helping neighbors and taking
care of their poultry, volunteering
as a First Responder in the town of
Maynard, and working on projects
around the couple’s home.

“We need to work to develop
our soil health and ‘treat the dis-
ease’ rather than the symptoms’
Hoeger closed. “It’s hard to change,
and I don't blame guys for being
hesitant. But the more people we
get talking and involved, the bet-
ter.
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Soil Health Key Points
‘What's critical about soil health now?
1. World population is projected to increase from 7 billion in 2013 to
more than 9 billion in 2050. To sustain this
levelbof growth, food production will need to
rise by 70 percent.

un OCK the 2. Between 1982 - 2007, 14 million acres

of prime farmland in the U.S. were lost to

SECRETS development.

3. Improving soil health is key to long-

E term, sustainable agricultural production.

( ] Soil health matters because:

= 1. Healthy soils are high-performing, pro-

ductive soils.

2. Healthy soils reduce production costs - and improve profits.

3. Healthy soils protect natural resources on and off the farm.

4. Franklin Roosevelt’s statement, “The nation that destroys its soil de-
stroys itself;” is as true today as it was 75 years ago.

5. Healthy soils can reduce nutrient loading and sediment runoff, in-
crease efficiences, and sustain wildlife habitat.

‘What are the benefits of healthy soil?

1. Healthy soil holds more water (by binding it to organic matter), and
loses less water to runoff and evaporation.

2. Organic matter builds as tillage declines and plants and residue
cover the soil. Organic matter holds 18-20 times its weight in water and
recycles nutrients for plants to use.

3. One percent of organic matter in the top six inches of soil would
hold approximately 27,000 gallons of water per acre!

4. Most farmers can increase their soil organic matter in three to 10
years if they are motivated about adopting conservation practices to
achieve this goal.

How to begin your path to health soils:

1. Keep it covered.

2. Do not disturb

3. Use cover crops and rotation to feed your soil.

4. Develop a soil health management plan with the help of NRCS.
Follow four basic soil health principles to improve soil health
and sustainability:

1. Use plant diversity to increase diversity in the soil.

2. Manage soils more by disturbing them less.

3. Keep plants growing throughout the year to feed the soil.

4. Keep the soifcovered as much as possible.

What is a Soil Management Plan?

1. It's a roadmap to soil health.

2. It outlines a system of practices needed to enhance crop produc-
tion and soil function, and improve or sustain water quality, air quality,
energy efficiency and wildlife habitat.

Some of the recommended conservation practices include: Conserva-
tion Crop Rotation, Cover Crops, No Till, Mulching, Nutrient Manage-
ment, and Pest Management.

3. It provides environmental, economic, health, and societal benefits.

4. Tt saves energy by using less fuel for tillage, and maximizes nutrient
cycling.
1 5. Itg saves water and increases drought tolerance by incréasing infiltra-
tion and water holding capacity as soil organic matter increases.
6. It reduces disease and pest problems.
7. It improves income sustainability for farms and ranches.
8. It improves plant health.
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Soil & Water Conservation District Support Club

The Fayette SWCD
Foundation would like to thank all
the people of Fayette County and
beyond that have made contribu-
tions to the supporter club for 2016.
Qur programs are made possible by
your continued support and conser-
vation efforts.

Supporters

Janice Balk, Charles Baumler,
Donald & Anita Blaker, Inez
Brown, Kenton Cowles, Robert
& Beverly Cowles, Patrick &
Lisa Duffy, Harvey & Virginia
Fischer, Paul & Julene Fox,
Helen Franzen, Diane Granger,
Bernadine Granneman, Charles L
& Mary Gray, Kennon & Katherine
Gumm, Mark & Jenny Hamlett,
Harry Henry, Tex Heyer, Eugene
& Betty Hruska, James Hurley,
Kathryn Jones, Iva Jena Kaune,
William & Joan Kauten, Steven &
Carol Kennon, Susan E. Kuennen-
Massman, EB & Margie Kunkle,
Duane & Edith Langerman, Keith
Lansing, Jean Leech, Herman
Lenz, Dwight & Kathy Maurer,
David & Phyllis Morgan, Gordon
& Sandra Murray-John, Merrill &
Charlene Nerem, Stanley Ney, Tim
Nuss, Bruce & Jean Pape, Mary
Polk, Rausch Family Inc., Tim &
Kristy Recker, Schrader Family
Farms, Robert & Betty Scott,
Ronald & Joyce Seedorff, Sherwin
Skar, Matt Solheim, Lester Steffens,
Nick & Marilyn Teig, Jim & Mary
Jane Tope, Randy Tope, Robert
Traeger, Donald & Mary Treloar,
Varykino Inc., Renee Voshell,
Kenneth Wagner, Bonnie Wescott,

Roberta Warner, David & Florence
Wireman
Savers

Paul & Jennifer Adams, Gladys
Anderson Family Ltd. Ptnship,
Wilma Anderson, Tim & Amanda
Arthur, Milton & Elizabeth Ash,
Joe & Lisa Bahe, David & Maureen
Baier, Steven & Mary Baker, Bassett
Pheasant Ridge, Robert & Bonnie
Bassett, Donald & Donna Baumler,
Ron & Colette Beermann, Roger
Beermann, Kenneth Blockhus,
Gerald & Barbara Born, CM
Bowling Farm Account, Bowling
Farm Ptnshp.,, Bowling-Heraty
Hudson Farm Acct., Jann Bowlus,
Brownell Inc., Roger & Gale Buhr,
Veryl & Patricia Burghardt, Robert
& Trudy Campbell, Bruce & Sherry
Cannon, James & Mary Costello,
Thomas Claassen, Ronald Corbin,
C & W Farms Inc., Douglas &
Patricia Davis, Alan Davis, David
& Teri Derflinger, Stanley & Judith
Diebel, Kenneth Diemer, Mark
& Janell Diemer, Todd & Kim
Dittmer, D & ] Pumping, Donald
Durscher, Joseph & Earl Ernst,
ESW Sanders Farm LLC, John &
Hermina Falck, Barbara Fedeler,
Jeryl & Rhonda Fink, Four Strong,
Sheldon Fox, Edward Franzen,
Charles & Deb Frieden, Richard
& Judy Frieden, Kenneth Friedly,
Gardiner Farm Account, Kenneth
& Audrey Garetson, Albert &
Mary Ann Gathman, Gehrke Farm
Account, Brian Gibson, John & Jan
Grafenberg, Barbara Gripp, Loren
Gross, Earl & Beverly Haas, Norbert
Hackman,' Barbara  Hagelie,
Tom & Karen Hamlett, Jerry &
Pamela Hamlyn, Brian & Kim

Harper, Thomas & Diann Hayes,
Heraty Hudson Farm Acct., Lois
Heick, Heying Firms Inc., Hillard
Brothers Hunting LLC, Phyllis
Holstrom, David & Colleen Irvine,
Kyle Jacobsen, Douglas & Lyn
Johnson, Norman Jones, Charles
& Diann Kerns, Jere Kerns, Verna
Kerns, Greg & Marcia Kilcher,
Kingsland Family Farm Revoc
Trust, Ronald Koester, Raymond
& Linda Kueker, Daniel & Kathryn
Kuennen, Evelyn Lockard, Janita
Loftus, Anita Lundberg, Rod
Marlatt, Dennis & Susan Martin,
Howard & Janet Meaney, Kenneth
& Rebecca Meyer, Marilyn Mihall,
Henry & Barb Miller, Jason & Lori
Moellers, Duane & Linda Mork,
Rodney & Kristy Morse, Thomas
& Margaret Murphy, David &
Patricia Naffziger, Donald &
Shirley Nauholz, Robert & Marlys
Nefzger, Millard & LaVonne
Nelson, Northeast Jowa Appraisal
& Real Estate, Paul Nuss, Eugene
& Jane Nuss, Joseph & Sharil
Ogle, Ronald & Barbar O'Kones,
Rosemary Oldenburg, David &
Marcia Palas , Darwin & Kathleen
Peterson, Donald Pleister, Connie
Popenhagen, Pork U Pine Haven,
Roy Post, Mike Puff, Don Rausch
& Son Construction, Karel & Joyce
Rawson, Gary & Penny Reed,
Diana Reeder, Russell Reeder, |
Paul & Sharroll Richards, Sam &
Mary Ridenour, Roland & Arlene
Riensche, Florence Robinson,
Daniel & Diana Roffman, Darrell
& Donna Rosburg, Vicki Rowland,
Kathryn Roys, Robert & Marilyn
Rubner, Dale & Mary Rueber, Dean
& Kay Rueber, Daryl & Jackie Ruff,

"
LT

Clayton County Recycling

FARM CLEANUP

Turn your unwanted
items into cash!

o Car Bodies

e Aluminum
» Copper

We will buy:
s Scrap Iron & Metals
o Industrial Scrap

» Heavy Equipment
» Farm Machinery

72~ S P,
Saturday,
7-11a.m.

Serving communities throughout
Iowa, Minnesota & Wisconsin!

563-539-4757 or

800-538-4752

11645 vEchov Ave., Monona, TA

HOURS:
Monday-Friday,

On-Site Pickup
and Dumpster
Service Available

Tile drainage is an
exceptional agricultural
practice that extracts
excess water from soil,
reducing soil moisture
levels to allow optimal
crop growth. E & D Repair
provides top-quality soil tiling
that will help your crops
flourish like never before.

Eric & Dennis
Rausch

Ruff Investments LLC, Anna Mae
Schlatter, Keith & Peggy Schlatter,
Clifford & Alma Schlumbohm,
Fred Schneider, Eugene & Doris
Sieck, Charles & Judy Smith,
LeRoy & Marcia Soppe, Norman
Springer, Jonathan Steege, George
& Janice Steinbronn, Merle & Elva
Jean Stone, Steve & Donna Story,
Szabo Construction Inc., Carolyn
Szemkus, Lyle & Debbie TeKippe,
Torkelson Motors Inc, Edgar
Traeger, Judy Treloar, Kenneth &
Mary Ann Vagts, Kenneth & Doris
Wagner, Waskow Farm Account,
West Union Veterinary Clinic,
Eleanor Wingert, Joseph & Phyllis
Wingert, Daniel & Susan Winter;
Susan Wolf, Rebecca Wood,
George  Woodard, Woodard
Insurance, John & Sharon Woods,
Julie Woods, Zupke Sand & Gravel

Stewards

Shirley Bagenstos, Jerry Bayness
Revoc Trst, James & Nina Beeghly,
Bodensteiner Implement Co.,
Donald & Diane Buhr, Dale &
Ellen Calease, Cory Cannon,
Lynn Darnell, Earl & Kathleen
Drilling, DRM Family Ptnshp,
Easton’s Water Conditioning,
Doug Egeland Tiling, Elgin State
Bank, Daniel & Melissa Fagle,
Fauser Energy Resources, Robert
& Dianna Finch, Jeff & Lisa
Forsyth, Gary & Carol Gibbs,
Bert & Zelpha Henderson, Eldon
& Wilda Ingamells, Iron Tower
Inc., John Kelly, Eldon & Jean
Knoploh, Alice Koempel, Gary
& Melisa Lehmann, C] Lensing,
Sarah Lopez, Rod Marlatt, Marian
McIntosh, Robert & Pat McSweeny,

Tile Drainage for Optimal Crop Growth

More than 40 years of conservation experience

E&DITEI

Fort Atkinson * 563-419-8221

Dependable Tiling Repairs
o \WATER LEAKAGE REPAIR
o \WATER DAMAGE REPAIR
® TILING INSTALLATION
® TILING REPAIR

Quality Tiling Services
FIELD TILLNG
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

L]

L]

o TRENCHED-IN TILING
o PLOWED-IN TILING

Richard & Kay Merkel, James
Mitchell, John & Sharon Orr, Gene
& Janice Pleggenkuhle, Robert &
Catherine Reilly, Stephen Rourke,
Ronald & Linda Sanborn, Steven &
Connie Schmitt, Marilyn Seedorff,
Russell & Roberta Smith, Patricia
L. Smith Family Revoc Trst, Kevin
& Marilyn Steffens, Darrel Steggall,
Dennis & Jeanine Tellin, Randy &
Jodi Woods, Laryy & Julie Woods

Sustainers

Robert & Margaret Addy,
Alan & Judy Albrecht, Barrel
Drive In; Barry & Gilda Boyer,
John & Debra Bruihler, Daryl
& Jane Cannon, Hugh Curtis
Farm Account, Fremont Ridge
LC, Genesus Farms, Inc., Randy
Helgerson, Paul & Phyllis Hoeger,
Rita Hurd, Margaret Jespersen,
John Kalb Farms Corp, Pete &
Jeannie Kalb, Franklin & Linda
Kandel, Maynard Savings Bank,
McMlllan Brothers, Nutri Hose
Inc., Albert Pagel, C G & Parveen
Rasool, Robert & Sharon Ries, Dan
& Elaine Rosburg, Hans & Rose
Siemers, Gary Voshell Memorial

Benefactors

Araich Anstalt Ltd., William &
Judy Bennett, Brancanova Anstalt
Ltd., John & Dawn Cunningham,
Collin Jensen, Robert Kalb Farms
Inc,, Kerndt Brothers Savings
Bank, Wayne Koester, Lone Pine
LLC, Matthew & Janell McElree,
Mark & Denise Nelson, Shiloh
Farms, Ltd., TJ's Pizza, Warrant
& Joyce Trotter, Voncasta Anstalt
Ltd.
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Teaching conservation and nature to the next generation

By Ron Lenth, ISU Extension

How can we instill a Culture
of Conservation in our youth
whose life is surrounded by cell
phones, sports, and video games?
One day they are bouncing on our
laps and the next day they're leav-
ing for school, work, or the mili-
tary. Someday some will play a
key role in creating our future con-
servation and land use issues, soil
and water legislation; and others
will be raising their own children-

--what have they learned to share
with that generation?

Several organizations such as
county Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts, 4-H, Scouts, Take A
Kid Outdoors (TAKO), etc., host
field days, programs, and events to
bring them closer to the land and
how nature is interrelated with our
lives and future.

What are some ways these
groups, parents, and volunteers
are locally getting kids involved

Soil conservationist Halley Williams

By CHRIS DEBACK
Contributing Writer

Halley Williams is a new soil conservationist working in Fayette
County through the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS).

Halley Williams
ferred to Fayette County.

The Barneveld, Wis., native graduated from
Dodgeville High School in 2009. Not entirely sure
what she wanted to do for a career, Williams took a
few years off before attending college. In 2012, she
enrolled at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville
and graduated in May 2016 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in crop and soil science. She also has a minor
in environmental science.

Growing up in Barneveld wasn't much differ-
ent from the small towns here in northeast Iowa.
She comes from a farming background and knew
she wanted to be involved in the agriculture indus-
try in some way.

Williams interned in Muscatine through the
Pathways program at the NRCS before being trans-

As a soil conservationist, its Halley’s job to help with the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Conservation Stewardship

Program (CSP) planning.

“I kind of wanted to stay in the agriculture field and add conserva-
tion to it,” she said. “I like my job a lot. I have been learning a lot and
meeting a lot of new people. I have come a long way from what I started

with”

The 26-year-old currently lives in West Union. She enjoys living and
and working in northeast Iowa and is excited about her first career posi-

tion.

with our natural world?
our greatest treasures is in our own
backyard....our county park sys-

Take kids on a nature hike
and show them how to identify
(any maybe learn yourself) differ-
ent trees and why they grow where
they do

Bring them to an area trout
hatchery and explain why clean
water and conservation is so vital
to trout

Get their hands dirty planting
a tree and explain how long it takes
for a tree to grow

Get a copy of animal tracks
and have the kids identify them in
the wild

Walk them in a grassed water-
way and explain why they are im-
portant

Have them plant a small gar-
den and take a soil sample to figure
out the fertility level and needs

Go fishing at a local pond or
river and use this as a teachable
moment about keeping soil on the
land and out of our streams.

On road trips when you pass
one, explain the role of a contour
strip, cover crop, windbreak, etc.
Don't assume they know.

Kids learn by doing, so it's up
to each of us to do our part . . ..
and they will enjoy it.

e

FAR /0

APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

Farm Insurance
can be tough to
plow through...

: Before you start planting this year,
it's a good idea to review your farm insurance coverage

to ensure your farming operation is properly covered.
Let our knowledgeable, friendly staff help you find
coverage to fit your individual protection needs!

my4L Kelly & Miller Insurance

Insurance smsmess for Town and Farm 144 S. Main, Fayette « 563-425-4569
Lisa Kelly * Lyle Miller

Available

One of

563-422-3012

11720 210th St., West Union, IA 52175

Protect your soil
and conserve
water with mulch!

in many colors!

We dig deeper...
CHEAPEHR

Talk to us about your soil conservation plans!

See us for all your

TILING - TERRACING - PONDS - WATERWAYS

DOUG EGELAND TILING
1761 Sand Road, Ossian * 563-532-9369

42 Years Experience - LICA Member

Medicare knowledge that works for you.
Medicare since the program began. | can help
you review your options and choose a Medicare
supplement plan that’s right for you. Call today!

1621 S. Frederick Ave., PO Box 32

Gerald L. Bauer

Toll-free 888-568-2406 AUTHORIZED lImark
oo 8365662400 Joerenoeny | Wellmark. KE1()

This is a solicitation of insurance. Wellmark Medicare supplement insurance plans are not affiliated
with any government agency. To be eligible, you must reside in the service area of the plan.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of lowa is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Association

The Blues® have been helping people with

Life of lowa, Inc.
Gerald L. Bauer, LUTCF

Oelwein, I1A 50662

23P010-2013-1A
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Farm Service Agency (FSA)

By Jesse Wegner

Farm Program Signup
Underway

Producers are encouraged to
stop by the Fayette County FSA of-
fice to complete their 2017 ARC/
PLC contract enrollment, sign
their 2017 Adjusted Gross Income
Certification, and inform FSA staff
of any other major changes in their
farming operation.

If triggered by commodity
prices or revenue, ARC/PLC pay-
ments for the 2017 crop year will
be paid after October 1, 2018. Since
ARC/PLC payments are based on
Market Year Avera dge (MYA) com-
modity prices and actual county
average yields, payment s cannot
be calculated until nearly a year af-
ter harvest for most crops.

‘This is a reminder that ARC /
PLC contract enrollment is an an-
nual task and must be completed
to be eligible for any earned pay-
ment.

Please help eliminate office
congestion during acreage report-
ing by completing these tasks to-
day! Failure to sign an annual con-
tract will leave you with no safety
net for any year a contract is not
signed. Please don't put it off. We
thank you in advance!

Updates for your CRP Acres
Establishment Seeding:

‘The Fayette County FSA of-
fice has mailed out cost-share pa-
perwork to all producers who are
scheduled for 2017 activities. If
your CRP establishment seeding
isu't finished, don't worry there’s
still plenty of time. CRP Primary

Nesting dates (May 15 - August 1)
do not appJ' during the establish-
ment period of CRP; however, you
may want to check with NRCS on
the seeding dates for your specific
seed type.

To ensure a successful seed-
ing, please consult with your con-
tractor to determine that the nec-
essary field preparations are taken
before your seeding takes place.

your seeding does not

get u)mpleted this spring, a tempo-

seeding will be REQUIRED,

additional planning with NRCS
maybe needed.

Once your CRP is seeded,
timely mowing is the best method
to get your seeding established.
Mid-Contract Management
(MCM) Activities:

Mid-Contract Management
(MCM) is a requirement for CRP.
Producers, who are participating
in the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) are reminded to com-
plete the required MCM activities
as defined in your conservation
plan
As the spring burning window
ends, planning an alternative
MCM activity is a must, in case
Mother Nature does not allow you
to burn, or a contractor cannot get
the job completed.

Extensions are discouraged
and will not be addressed until all
glanning options have been ex-

austed.

Please make the necessary
arrangements to get your prac-
tice completed BEFORE May 15
or AFTER August 1. Absolutely
no MCM activities are to be com-

pleted during the primary nesting
season.
CRP Cost-Share:

Once your CRP establishment
and/or MCM practice has been
completed please contact FSA as
soon as possible to finalize cer-
tification paperwork and turn in
paid bills so cost-share payments
can be calculated and paid. If you
have questions, please call the FSA
office and we can assist you with
the paper work.

Spot Treatment of Weeds:

All CRP that is not in its es-
tablishment period - may NOT be
disturbed during the primary nest-
ing season of May 15 - August 1,
except for spot treatment of acre-
age to control noxious weeds or
other undesirable species, as ap-
proved on a case-by-case basis, by
the Fayette County Committee.

Annual or cosmetic mowing
of CRP is prohibited at any time.
Prior approval is required before
any spot treatment is completed
and should be limited to the im-
mediate area of infestation.

Spot treatments should be
conducted in the method that re-
sults in the least damage to the
nesting wildlife and habitat.

Non-compliance of these re-
strictions for spot treatment could
result in payment reductions and/
or termination of the CRP con-
tract. All CRP acreage is subject to
spot check.

Hamlett selected as
2016 scholarship winner

By Brian Smith
Contributing Writer

Sally Hamlett was the recipient of
the Class of 2016 Fayette County Soil
and Water Conservation District
Scholarship, awarded last spring by
the Conservation Districts of lowa.
Hamlett, who graduated from Starmont
in May 2016, is the daughter of Mark
and Jennifer Hamlett of Aurora.

The scholarship is open to students
from Iowa schools who plan on
pursuing programs of study in any field
of conservation or agriculture. Hamlett’s
educational goals are to major in animal
science at lowa State University and
then apply to the veterinary science
program at ISU. She hopes to specialize
in large-animal veterinary science while
also having a small dairy farm of her own.

“Every farm has to have a waste management plan in place so that
the ground around is being conserved. Each farm should also have a
water management plan to prevent animals from getting sick by drinkin fg
contaminated water,” said Hamlett, who is making plans to put her belie
about soil and water conservation into practice.

Active in both FFA and 4-H, Hamlett took on several leadership roles
during her high school years. She served as president of her 4-H club,
secretary and president of County Council, and secretary of the 4-H
Foundation. She also represented Fayette County as Fayette County Dairy
Princess and has volunteered her time for food drives and tree plantings.

Hamlett, a member of the National Holstein Association and the Iowa
Holstein Association, has gained a good deal of practical experience
by working for Starmont Holsteins, Monsanto, and local farmers -
experience she no doubt hopes to put into practice as she pursues her
goal of becoming a veterinarian.

“Being a veterinarian will help me find new ways to feed animals so that
they produce as little amount of wastes and contaminants as possible. I
want the future generations of the world to know that it is important to
preserve the world for future generations,” added the Starmont graduate.

Fayette County SWCD is currently considering the applicants for the
class 0f2017, who submitted their applications in mid-February. Members
look forward to selecting a scholarship winner for this year, as well as
for future years in an effort to encourage soil and water conservation in
future generations.

Sally Hamlett

.Make NAPA your first stop
when Iookmg for parts!

Quality parts, filters,
accessories, tools & supplies
for cars, trucks, farm
equipment, imports and MORE!

NAPA!

‘AUWDIMMHS
563-422-3896

112 E. Elm St., West Union, I1A

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA.

Lawler 563.238.2054 / New Hampton 641.394.6800
Fredericksburg 563.237.5200 / Waucoma 563.776.64 14
www.bankiowa.bank

PROUD TO SALUT!
THE FAYETTE
COUNTY SOIL

AND WATER
DISTRICT FOR
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IMPROVING OUR
SOIL AND WATER.

Member FDIC

B Citizens
Savings Bank

133 E. Main St. » Hawkeye * 563-427-3255
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Online Banking

available: www.csbhawkeye.co

» Ponds
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C onstructlon Company, Inc.

» Excavating (All Types)
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» Water & Sewer
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» Waterways

152 S. West Street
Postville

563 864-7515



Page 22

Fayette SWCD Report

March 2017

Fund Iowa’s Natural Resources &
Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund

By: Rod Marlatt, Director,
Fayette County Conservation
Board

I's a question that has been
pondered, discussed and debated
for decades. How does Iowa create
a sustainable funding source for
the natural resources needs of the
state? How do we actually tackle
our water quality issues, habitat
needs and soil health, and increase

the recreational opportunities
throt_)[%.hout Towa?
at question has actuall

been answered. It was answered,
vetted, and voted upon by the citi-
zens of Towa. After two consecu-
tive years of required legislative
approval, the citizens of Iowa were
given the opportunity to vote upon
the addition of a constitutional
amendment called the Natural Re-
sources and Outdoor Recreation
Trust Fund. This amendment also
referred to as “lowa’s Water and
Land Legacy” was passed in the
general election of 2010 by 63%.
The amendment and its formula
says that the next time a sales tax
increase is implemented in Iowa,
the first 3/8 of a cent goes into the
Trust Fund. The legislature could
also modify the existing sales tax
spending methods to fund the
Trust.

Incredibly, recent local con-
versations and polling has shown
that many voters actually thought
that the Trust was funded when
they voted for it. When asked if
they still supported a sales tax in-
crease to fund the Trust, almost all
voters said yes.

Fully funding the Natural Re-
sources and Outdoor Recreation

Trust Fund would mean around
$150 million each year. Not over
time, but each year. Sixty to seven-
ty percent of those funds will go to
rojects that directly and positive-
y affect improvements to lowa’s
water quality issues; issues that
nearly all Towan and legislators
agree must be addressed. Every
year the legislature wrestles with
ideas and methods to fund water
quality improvement. This is frus-
trating given the fact that the vot-
ers in lowa have already approved
the vehicle to do so with an actual
amendment to our constitution.
This concept is not new to the Mid-
west. Both Missouri and Minneso-
ta have implemented this funding
and are lightyears ahead of us in
this regarg. Let’s not tell our chil-
dren and grandchildren that if you
want to recreate to go to Missouri
and/or Minnesota.
Incidentally, Towa ranks 50"

Lake
Restoration
Trails
10%
Local
Conservation o,
Partnerships 13% -
lowa
Resource
Enhancement
and
Protection
(REAP)

in the nation for public land op-
portunities. Admittedly, we are
an agricultural state and probably
won't be #1, but surely we can do
better than that.

This is an opportunity for all
lIowans, visitors, and tourist to
share in the critical investment
needed to enhance lowa’s natural
resource future. The majority of
TIowans still support funding the
Trust and many don't realize that
it still has not been funded. Hun-
dreds of organizations, including
most of our producer groups, sup-
port funding the Trust.

You can help shape the future
of conservation in Iowa by con-
tacting your legislators and letting
them inow that you not only sup-
port funding the Trust, but that
“yes,” you also support a sales tax
increase or modification to do so!

To find out more, go to: www.
iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org

Natural
Resources

Decorah, lowa
563-382-3627

Elgin, lowa
563-425-5306

Butikofer Insurance, LLC Independence Insurance Services

Independence, Towa

We've been lending a hand to
farmers for decades...

...yielding strong protection.

FARMERS MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOCIATIO

FAYETTE, IOWA
A&J Petersburg Agency Backbone Insurance Group, Inc.

Strawberry Point, lowa

319-933-2087

319-334-4991

Kelly & Miller Insurance Insurance Associates of Lawler Nuss Insurance Agency

Fayette, lowa
563-425-4569

Smith Insurance, LLC
Lamont, lowa
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Kerndt Brothers Insurance Agency
Lansing, lowa
563-538-4207

Smith-D&IL Insurance

Lawler, lowa
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Independence, lowa
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Qelwein, lowa
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Doug Beier
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Hawkeye, lowa
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Independence, Towa
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Maynard Savings Bank is proud of its long
partnership with area landowners and their

Herbicides Effect Cover
Crop Establishment

By Jason Johnson, Public Affairs Specialist, USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Des Moines, Iowa

Towa farmers planted an estimated 500,000 cover crop acres last
year, and although that record number is expected to increase in 2017,
many of those farmers struggle to find a foolproof way to get consis-
tent cover crop establishment.

Lack of rainfall and cool temperatures are cover crop growth ob-
stacles which can’t be controlled, but one thing that can Ee controlled
is choosing the right herbicide this spring to reduce potentially injur-
ing cover crops in the fall.

“What herbicide you choose this spring will definitely have an ef-
fect on success with cover crops in the fall,” said Barb Stewart, state
agronomist with USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service in
Des Moines. “In most cases there is a short time period between cover
crop planting date and the onset of cooler fall temperatures, which
increases the risk that herbicides pose to cover crops!

According to Towa State University’s “Effect of Residual Herbi-
cides on Cover Crop Establishment” (Hartzler and Anderson, Feb. 20,
2015), the threat posed by herbicide to cover crop establishment is de-
termined by:

the chemical’s half-life and availability in the soil,

sensitivity of cover crop species,

herbicide application rate and date, and

environmental conditions throughout the growing season.

Hartzler and Anderson conducted greenhouse experiments of
five cover crop species evaluating several herbicides commonly used
in Jowa corn and soybean production. Radishes tended to be the most
sensitive cover crop evaluated, while cereal rye was the most tolerant
to herbicides.

Stewart says livestock producers who use cover crops for livestock
forage should also consider restrictions on labels of herbicides used
earlier in the growing season.

Towa State University’s “Herbicide Use May Restrict Grazing Op-
tions for Cover Crops” (CROP 3082, December 2015) includes tables
that list herbicide products that allow the establishment of cover crops
for grazing or forage harvest during the same cropping season as ap-
plication.

For more information about herbicide use and cover crops, refer

to:

“Effect of Residual Herbicides on Cover Crop Establishment,” lowa
State University Extension

“Herbicide Use May Restrict Grazing Options for Cover Crops.” lowa
State University Extension

“Herbicide Rotation Restrictions in Forage and Cover Crop Cropping
Systems,” University of Wisconsin Extension

Serving area landowners

or 122 Years!

ongoing conservation efforts.

Insurance Association

135 S. Main, Fayette « farmersmutualfayette.com
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Deutsch Farms Established in 2003

By Leon Deutsch

In the summer
of 2003 my wife
and I bought 20
acres of timber
and HEL (highly
erodible land) in

Clayton County
without  having
any idea that we
would eventu-
ally be moving to
Fayette  County

to retire. As it turned out, it was
the best thing we have ever done.
During that summer we worked
hard to improve the land and make
ita place for our friends and family
to gather to get away from the city
and enjoy the outdoors. Later that
year we acquired a small house in
the city of Volga to use as a cabin
and place to hang our hat when we
were at the land outside of town.
When this all started we knew no
one in the area, but soon met a
lot of good people and made new
friends. The 5 acres of land that
was supposed to be cropland was
enrolled in the SAFE program, and
we did a nut seeding and planted
150 Red and White Oak trees in
rows to get the new timber started.

Everything was going along
as planned until the summer of
2007 when my son sent me an
email telling me he found a place
south of Wadena that would make
a good building site for a real
cabin in the woods rather than a
house in town. I thought this was
a great idea and my wife disagreed.
She said if we were going to build
something we wnulfhe building a
house and we would move to the
country together. From that day on
we never looked back. We bought
the 70 acres of what some would

call worthless
land and start-
ed to clear the
old dilapidated
farmstead apart
and make room
for a shed and
a place to build
our new home.
We worked
hard on it ev-
ery moment we
had. There were
paths to be cut
so we could get
around on the
land and every-
thing seemed
to be up hill no
matter  which
way we went.
As it turned out there was a small
creek in the middle of the property
that made it hard to get to the back
half of the farm. In 2008 our shed
was completed despite all the rain
we had that year and plans were
started for the construction of our
new home in 2009.

With the help of the State For-
esters, a Timber Management Plan
was put together and work began
on the timber improvements that
were required. TSI work was com-
pleted, a small timber sale was
done, and hundreds of Oak trees
were planted on some of the HEL
acres. In a couple of years, the for-
estry plan was completed and our
small place was the site of a Forest-
ry field day. It was great to see over
100 people show up and see what
had taken place and share their
ideas and experiences with us.

The spring of 2009 was upon
us and we had our plans for the
new house in the woods as our
grandchildren called. A very good

friend of ours told us that if we
would build it they would come.

Construction started in June
of 2009 and was completed by
Thanksgiving. The carpenter who
was in charge of the construction
lived only a little ways away in the
town of Wadena, so there were no
delays during the project. It took
us a while to sell our house in Wa-
verly, Iowa but on Valentine’s Day
of 2010 we moved into our new
home. At that point it was easy
to think that we were home free,
but that was not the case. With
the house done and being here full
time we were able to concentrate
on the development of the land
and timber very aggressively. All
the cropland had been converted
to some type of CRP program for
habitat and erosion prevention
and were in what we thought was
a maintenance mode. Little did we
know ‘hd( lhe maintenance I“()df
was more work than the develop-
ment mode. The to do list to im-
prove the property kept growing

despite the comple-
tion of many tasks
each week. Our goal

was and remains
that we leave the
property in better

condition when we
are gone than when
we arrived. It is hard
to put into words
the satisfaction we
have received from
all the work done.
Both my father and
my wife Lindas
father were both
small farmers and
they told us that we
are only stewards
of the land while
we are here and we
have an obligation to take the best
care of it possible. I guess that is
why we have such a passion for the
land.

Everything started to settle
down a bit, but we still had the
problem of getting to the back 40
as some would say due to the small
creek and wetland. My neigh-
bor and good friend said this is a
simple problem and can be solved
relatively easily. He had a vision of
there being a pond located in the
bottom land about in the middle
of the property. At first thought we
agreed and with his assistance and
that of the NRCS office, the Army
Corp of Engineers and the Area
Wetlands office a plan was devel-
oped and implemented within
a very short time. Construction
started in August of 2014 and was
completed within 30 days. A total
of about 12,000 cubic yards of dirt
were moved to build a dam across
the wetland area allow a pond to
be formed. It is approximately 1.6

acres and has a depth of 15 feet.
It now provides habitat for all the
wildlife as well as a way to get to
the back 40. When the pond was
partially filled a fish stocking pro-
gram was implemented with the
Decorah Fish Hatchery and we
now have bass, bluegills and catfish
in the pond. The pond filled to its
capacity in about 90 days with the
help of some much needed rains
and the run off from the 55 acres
of watershed area.

Since the pond construc-
tion we have concentrated our
improvements on the cleanup of
timber areas, paths through the
timber and additional habitat for
the wildlife of all kinds. There are
so many things to do and it seems
so little time to get them done so
we continue and a daily basis do-
ing what we can to make our little
corner in Fayette County a better
place to live.

Outside our small farm we
spend our time supporting the
local Pheasants Forever Chapter,
the Fayette County Soil & Water
Conservation District and do-
ing as much hunting and fishing
as possible. We are fortunate that
our eight grandchildren enjoy the
same things we do and cherish
every moment we can spend with
them in the outdoors.

We would like to thank all the
friends and neighbors in the area
who have made our new home in
the woods a wonderful place to
live. Also all the local contractors
who have helped us develop this
little place we call home. If you are
traveling south of Wadena keep an
eye out for us about a mile south of
town on the right hand side of the
road. If you have time stop in and
see us at "Eagle Valley”.

AgVenture Seed
Aurora Elevator
Bahe Seed
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Dave Derflinger -

The lowa Soybean Association
(ISA) develops policies and
programs that help farmers
expand profit opportunities

while promoting environmentally
sensitive production using the

Bank 1st, West Union
Bayer Crop - Josh Geistkemper
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ISA was organized in 1964 by a group of lowa farmers who came together with a common
goal - to increase the profitability of soybean production in the state. At that time, the U.S.
grew 701 million bushels of soybeans at a price of $2.62 per bushel. In 2004, the U.S. grew
nearly 3.2 million bushels of soybeans at a price of $5.65 per bushel. lowa is always a top
soybean-producing state, and in 2004 it grew 497 million bushels of the total U.S. crop.

Visit us online at www.iasoybeans.com.
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Association

Expanding Opportunities. Delivering Results.

Soybean Checkoff and other resources. The Association is governed by an elected board
of 21 volunteer farmers and serves more than 11,000 members throughout the state.
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WE ARE
IOWA CORN

IOWA
CORN

PROMOTION
BO:A R D

The lowa Corn Promotion Board (ICPB),
works to develop and defend markets,
fund research, and provide education

about corn and corn products.

The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is a membership organization
lobbying on agricultural issues on
behalf of its 8,000 members.

Both organizations work on the
joint mission to create opportunities
for long-term lowa corn grower
profitability.

We are now accepting new members!
For more information, please visit

us online at www.iowacorn.org.

‘Fayette County Corn and Soybean Association
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by Tim Bruihler

Growing up on a small farm in
Southeast Minnesota, no-till farming
wasn't only a means
of conserving our
soil, it was means of
survival and a way
of life. It was all I
knew. My dad was
a first generation
farmer, working for
the Postal Service
up until I was a ju-
nior in high school

to make ends meet.
Tim Bruihler 1,4 would leave be-
fore we got up in the
morning, and would get home around
4pm. His eveninﬁs and weekends were
spent managing his honeybee business
or building his farming operation. At
the time, %armmg was only a hobby.
Any extra money was spent on land
payments rather than equipment. We
didn't own any tillage equipment, and
there wasn't time for it. My first mem-
ories in elementary school were of a
6-row John Deere 7000 planter pulled
by an Oliver 1800 open-station tractor
and a 10ft John Deere 750 drill pulled
by a John Deere 4240 for soybeans.
T{al drill is the only piece of equip-
ment we've ever purchased new, and
we still use it today. When other kids
were enjoying sports and video games,
my time was spent running (literally)
behind the marker arm on the corn
planter as I wasn't allowed to ride on
the open-station tractor. The purchase
of the 4240 was a big deal as it meant I
could ride in the cab. Because Dad was
working a full time job, all his free time
was spent on the farm, so this is where
my nights and weekends were spent
too - if I wanted any time with Dad.
Growing up, I saw farming as a way of
life and no-tilling was all T knew.

After graduating from high
school, I attended Iowa State Uni-
versity where I received a degree in
Agronomy. Since my Dad had recently
retired from the Postal Service and the
farm was barely large enough to sup-
port my parents at the time, I knew it

Overcoming the Obstacles of Conservation

was going to be a while before I could
fulfill my dream of returning to the
farm full-time. After graduating from
ISU I received my CCA (certified crop
advisor), and was a crop consultant
for Servi-Tech. During my time as a
consultant, I spent a lot of time in seed
corn fields - the ultimatum for poor
soil health and conservation. I knew
it was only a matter of time before I
would be able to return to the farm,
and seeing these practices in seed
fields and other conventional farming
systems gave me motivation to contin-
ue my father’s legacy of soil conserva-
tion which I had grown up knowing.

As a new Fayette County SWCD
Commissioner, | have been tasked
with breaking down the hurdles of
conservation. If we learn how to over-
come these three obstacles, we have a
greater chance of being successful: be-
ing stuck in tradition, being afraid of
failure, and our pride.

Creating our own traditions

Oftentimes, a big reason why
farmers don't switch to a true conser-
vation tillage system is because they are
stuck in 015 traditions. As my wife and
I come from different backgrounds,
when we got married, we had to learn
to create our own traditions. My fam-
ily always had a apple pie-making day
in the winter, sweet corn freezing in
the summer, and peach canning in the
fall. These are things that were a part
of my childhood and will never be for-
otten. Some have followed, while we
ave also created some of our own tra-
ditions. Farming can be looked at in a
similar way. I'll admit, it’s easy for me
to say this as I grew up knowing a con-
servation system. That being said, I've
seen plenty of evidence that it can be
profitable while promoting soil health.
Even though we're still following the
original traditions that my dad cre-
ated years ago, we're still learning and
our operation is forever changing and
creating new traditions as can be seen
by the added cover crops in our opera-
tion in recent years. We need to look
at our operation and decide why we're
doing what we're doing. If the answer

is simply “because it’s the way I grew
up,” its time to consider creating our
own traditions.
Fearing failure

Another big obstacle is being
afraid to fail. Big change isn't always
easy. There can, and will, be failures.
Often our biggest learning experiences
are from our failures, not our suc-
cesses. Those who are most success-
ful in this industry, have taken risks
along the wag. Success doesn't come
overnight or by taking the easy road.
We need to start looking at failures as
learning experiences rather than catas-
trophes. It's not about how hard you
fall, but about how fast you get back
up. By trial and error you will eventu-
ally develop a system that works for

your operation.

Overcoming pride

A big reason why farmers are
reluctant to eliminate tillage is pride,
whether or not they are willing to ad-
mit it is another story. A Biblical adage
is that “Pride comes before the fall”
To be successful at anything in life,
not just farming, we have to be will-
ing to humble ourselves and swallow
our pride. We farm for a profit, not to
have the best looking fields whether or
not were willing to admit it. If you're
only interested in having the healthiest
looking corn from planting through
harvest or raising the biggest yields,
no-till probably isn't for you. If you're
interested in operating more acres

with less equipment, less labor, and
less inputs while returning more profit,
no-tilling CAN work for you.

It’s crucial that we learn to over-
come these three obstacles in order to
be successful. If we continue on the
Eat.h that we are currently on, we will

ave nothing more than the neigh-
bor across the fence. We need to be
innovative and experiment with our
own ideas. In a world where politics,
regulations, and societal changes are
having more and more of an impact
on farming practices, it is time to be
ahead of the game. Conservation is the
way of the future, so what better time
to start than now!

New FCSWD commissioner Leon Deutsch

By CHRIS DEBACK
Contributing Writer

From an early age, land con-
servation has
been a top prior-
ity for new Fayette
County Soil and
Water District
Commissioner
(FCSWDC) Leon
Deutsch.

“My dad told
me when I was a
young man that
we had to take
care of the soil
and water because
that was so impor-
tant to the world,”
Deutsch said. “We are only caretakers
of the land; we should leave the land in
better shape than when we got it

Deutsch grew up near New
Hampton, graduating tjiom the local
high schouFin 1968. He then attend-
ed the University of Northern Iowa,
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
accounting in 1973. While at UNI he

Leon Deutsch

Elgin * 563-426-5313

- Layne Frieden

met his wife, Linda, and the two were
married before he graduated.

His first job was working in the
accounting department at the former
Terex Cranes in Waverly. Over a 31-
year career at Terex, Deutsch eventu-
ally moved into management and was
president of the Waverly operation
when he retired in 2010.

In 2007, the couple bought land
in rural Wadena, built a shed on the
property in 2008 and a house in 2009.
After retiring, they moved to their
acreage and %mve since built a pond
and enrolled seven acres of land into
the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP). This spring, he has three acres
of CRP left to plant. The couple also
planted over 1,000 trees and shrubs
on five acres of their land. In total,
Deutsch has 120 acres of land, 100 of
which are in Fayette County.

“I got involved with the
FCSWDC after I saw how important
it is,” Deutsch explained. “The Army
Corps of Engineers goes through a lot
to protect the water. We're just above
Brush Creek, so we had to get a per-
mit with them to build out our pond,
even though we didn't do any exca-
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We come to you! 5%

Frieden Welding, LTD

405 Clermont Street
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Ethan Koehn
Construction recently
purchased Groth
Septic Service so
please call Ethan with
all of your needs.

Mention this ad and receive
10% discount OR partner with a
L 27/ @8P%  neighbor for 2 pumps to each save
15% off standard pumping price!

OFFER VALID NOW THROUGH APRIL 15, 2017.

problems you may encounter with our sewer
camera, auger, jetter and backhoe if needed.

Wetodmc‘u’nqmwc’téqom
cepptic and evcavation weeds!

ETHANIKOEHNICON ST
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SEPTIC SERVICE + TILING + DOZING + EXCAVATING o

’

FARMERSBURG, IOWA

e

Custom Processing & Retail:
*Brats *Sausage °Ham °Summer Sausage
* Chops °*Smoked Sausage < Bacon

LIVESTOCK
SOLUTION

Thank you to all our local
farmers who choose us to
‘supply their barn equipment!

Equipment, Inc.

1234 236th Ave., Fort Atkinson

Leon’s Cell: 563-419-2108

vation; we just built a dike and that
blocked it up. Little streams feed into
Brush Creek, and Brush Creek runs
into Otter Creek, which runs into the
Volga, so it eventually gets to federal
water.”

As a new commissioner, Deutsch
would like to tackle water quality, en-
suring that harmful runoff into creeks,
streams and rivers can be as limited as
possible.

“You read so much about the ni-
trate levels in the water; hopefully, we
can get people to become more aware
of that by giving testing kits,” he closed.
“I wasn't really involved in the Otter
Creek watershed project, but I did a lot
of reading and studying on it and lis-
tened to a lot about it. The portion that
they have done has made an impact
already. We have seen the flash floods
in 2008 and all the other years we have
had flooding around here. Projects
like Otter Creek are so important. You
have to start at the top; you can't start
at the bottom to fix these things. I am
retired and I like to keep busy, so it is
something that I like to do.”
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CALL-WECANDOIT! 319-935-3886
835 220th St.West, Winthrop, IA 50682
Nick Wilgenbusch

563-534-7963
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Diemers receive windbreak award

By Zakary Kriener
Contributing Writer

The Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District was hon-
ored to present Kim and Kathie Diemer of rural Hawkeye with the 2016
Izaak Walton League Windbreak Award earlier this year.

Each year, the Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) pres-
ents the award to a deserving recipient who has established an effective
windbreak.

When the Diemer family built a new home on their Fayette County
farmstead in 1996, the windbreak was one of the first things to be com-

lete.
4 “We planted about 150 total trees,” said Kim, who along with his
brother farms approximately 1,000 acres of corn and soybeans. “The
majority of the trees are arborvitae, but we also have some Black Hills
spruce in the windbreak.”

The tree line extends along the north and west borders of the prop-
erty, which is otherwise surrounded by open fields.

“The windbreak definitely does its job,” stated Diemer, who also
raises hogs, cattle, and Boer goats. “Without it, the farm would be a
} mess during the winter months. It helps save a lot of time and resources
that would otherwise be spent digging out after each snowfall”

The local farmer went on to say that when the trees were planted,

they lost only one or two in year one.

ot the t from the Fort Atki: N , and th ] p
planted ager w: h:ideiheoaTea ;a;;raed angss‘t):ke; 1(-]5:{ )l;yagne Ote-)t’h":ﬂe Kim Diemer of rural Hawkeye was awarded the Izaak Walton League Windbreak Award for the approximately

150-tree windbreak he planted in 1996. The Fayette County farmstead is protected from the harsh winds and
NRCS programs,” he explained. “In 2012, which was a dry year, we put blowing snow that would otherwise make it difficult for daily chores on the Diemer farm. (Zakary Kriener photo)
in & drip line watering system to help make sure we did not lose any of

the trees,”

As for the benefits of having the windbreak, which took several
years to mature before it became effective, the family enjoys the beauty
of the trees and the wildlife drawn to them.

The Diemers contribute to conservation in several other ways in
addition to the windbreak. In their farming practices, they utilize filter
strips, conservation till practices, and recently began using cover crops
on their farmland.

“It's important to make sure we do all we can to conserve our
natural resources,” closed Diemer. “Not only does it benefit our current
farming operation, it will keep the land viable for generations to come.”

This windbreak, which is now over 20 years old, consists of 150 total trees, including approximately 100
arborvitae trees, which provide the Kim Diemer property near Hawkeye with protection from wind and snow.

(Zakary Kriener photo)
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Tallgrass Prairie Center

The Tallgrass Prairie Center is a nationally recognized leader in native vegetation
restoration research, education and technology transfer. Since 1999 we have provided

tific information to
support lowa’s In-
tegrated Roadside
Vegetation Man-
agement (IRVM)
program, which in-
volves 60% of pub-
lic land in the state.
Past accomplish-
ments include the [
creation of founda-
tion source-identi-
fied seed - 69 of the
region’s ~ 140 com-
mercially available [S¥¢
species, . and the S
richest palette of |8
available species for
reconstruction ef-
forts in the country. We collaborate with UNT's Department of Biology faculty and staff,
who train and supervise six to eight undergraduate students per summer in vegetation
and pollinator habitat evaluation.

The Prairie on Farms Program revolves around agricultural conservation ranging
from monarch and pollinator habitat, to flood resilience, to nutrient reduction. Our
general strategy for the Prairie on Farms program has four main components; the cre-
ation of demonstration sites designed for learning; technology transfer through focused
training such as field days, workshops, and on-line tools; applied research, and support
for a “community of practice” that is, bringing practitioners together to learn from one
another, identify key barriers and challenges, and expand their technical capacity.

We have four demonstration field days planned for this 2017:

1) June 20th 9:00-11:00 Dysart Farm

2) June 22nd 9:00-12:00 Nashua Research Farm (lunch included)

3) September 20th 9:00-12:00 Cedar Falls Farm (lunch included)

4) September 2Ist 4:30-6:30 Roadman Farm, Dike (Dinner included)

Attendees will learn the benefits that native prairie can provide on agricultural
farms. This event is for conservation planners, technical service providers, landowners,
land managers and those interested in learning more about how to have a successful
prairie planting. All field days will cover similar topics: 1st and 2nd year maintenance
and weed control, stand evaluation, side-by-side comparison of three different seed
mixes, and how to determine the proper seed mix for site-specific locations.

For field day locations and more information please visit https://www.tall-

¥ mmﬂm”mmm”““HHlllmuuv.v.,,.

grassprairiecenter.or. or email Ashleykittle@uni.edu or call 319-273-3828.
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WE'LL FIX IT:

We repair all makes & models of tractors, injection pumps & turhos.

Let us help you keep your valuable machinery in working order!
Remember to get that tune-up!
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protects your land & investments...
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Adequate Insurance.
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Kelly & Miller Agency Dave Nienhaus,
(663) 425-4569 Charity Kuboushek,
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net April Hamilton
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RED WING - An American Classic

Don’t mess with a good thing!

“After all, we've been making a lot of our boots
the same way for over half a century.”

Stop by soon and see our - ‘
Red Wing Selection W ‘
MEN’s & WOMEN's

" SHOES

100 S. VINE - WEST UNION, IA
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New Dealer for
S&S Duraline Trailers!

Horse, Livestock &
Flatbed trailers.

|| Proud to work together with Northeast lowa

FARM FAMILIES!
Midwest Cleaning/Alkota

Doug & Jan Kiel - Owners |
18297 Lincoln Rd. Fayette « 563-425-3219 I
3.5 mi. South of West Union on Hwy. 150 |

The Planter of the Future
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Holthaus Precision Planting
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VOrive, control down force row by row with DeftaForce, and you've got a planter of tha future worth writing home about

vDrive DeltaForce
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Proudly serving residential customers
across Northeast lowa!

Services we provide:
* Solar Electricity (Photovoltaic & PV)
* Wind Electricity
* Solar Hot Water Heating Systems
* Site Assessment
* Rebates and Tax Incentives
* Installation, Instruction and knowledge

TI M M E RMAN S Certified Wind and

PV site assessor,
Sales, installation
T A L E N T S LLC and service of on
and off grid wind, PV
(lean P rower O(/Uy fora Green Jomorrow  and SDHW systems.

www.timmermanstalents.com 5381 Beagle Lane, Platteville, WI 53818 - (608) 642-2262

instaj) sol,
Nergy systems; -

Franklin D. Roosevelt

A nation that destroys its soil destroys itself.

Soil Conservation is a combination of
practices used to protect the soil from
degradation. First and foremost, soil
conservation involves treating
the soil as a living ecosystem.
This means returning organic matter
to the soil on a continual basis.

At Crop Production Services, we are commit-
ted to being the leading provider of agricultural
inputs in each of our markets.

Whatever practice you are looking at doing on
your farm, we can help. This includes implement-
ing cover crops, variable-rate fertilizer, nitrogen
stabilizers, manure management, and many oth-
ers.

Let Crop Production Services provide our lo-
cal expertise and commitment for soil and water
conservation so we can help you be sustainable
for years to come!

Crop
Production
Services

— Qur Strength pw
Loveland  isourPeople.
105 Armour St., West Union » 563-422-6168




