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INTRODUCTION

It is apparent in our Dlstriet that o definite need exists to interest
farmers to & point of medtion in plamning for and applying conservation
weasures to the lands Our problem is how %o best arouse interest to
such & point. ¥We believe & good general educational progrem hns been
and is being carried on in cuy District. Evidence of this is the
asoeptance Ly ferwers and others in the District of Soll Conserwation
ag an essentisl sctivity.

70ur District has only made s sbart towards actuslly meeting requirements
" for conservabtion on the lande About 8% or L5 to 50 fermers have in
' operation, relatively complete conservetion plens; snother 2% have vode
& definite sterts while an additional 87 are in plemning or sterting
stapes. We estimate that 50% of fermers in the District prectice, or
have in use, one or more of the accepted Conservation weasures, buit they
are principally of a soil building or improving nature, such as tiling,
uge of fertilisers, including limestons, end rotation of crops.

Evidence of need for action in interesting farmers %o plen snd apply
conprehensive conservation plans, becane apperent in 1945, when applicaw
tione for plamming mssigtance were very few, To try and arouse fervers to
the point of action wes one of ocur major cbjectives during 1947, We
believe some definite progress was made to this end in 1947. Additional
and continued effort is egsentinl by the District in 1948 and succesding
years, for our district to have & satlsfactory rate of progress.

QPERATICNS

The Disbrict requested and received added sssistence from the Extension
Service in intereabing farmers of geveral sroes $o ferm into oonservation
planning groupss Result of Lhis activity were the formtlon of ten plenning
groups conteining 83 farmers. Planning meetings were held with five of
these groups by S0il Conservation Service personnel, sesigned to cur
Districts Twenty pluns were written. The remeining plans for these groups
are to be prepared during 1948+ Thirbty twe of the farms represented in

the groups performe’ conbouring s a sbertli g practice.

The Distriet in cooperstion with the A 4 A prepared and carried out a
contouy steking training school for a group of seleoted Township A A A
commitbeeren,. The Districte Soll Conservation Service Technlcians
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candmtad the achoﬁl, Sowe J0 farms were pgiven mesistance by the
committeomen as a result of tits work. Tobal resulte in 1947 indicate:
tiat epproximately 7500 acres were contour operabed in our Disbrioct.

MENORAMNDUM WIT! STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

A pemorandun of understending between the State Conservetieon Commission
of Iown end our District was signed in October, 1947« This memorandum

provides for cooperastive effort on the problems of wildlile managerment

within the district.

Prior %o the spprowal of the memorandum, a lunchoon meeting wes held in
Toledo to discuss the situabion. Attending this meeting were represenbu~
tives of the State Commission, the State Soil Districts Board, District
Comnissioners, Conserwmiion offiocera, interested farmers, County Extenslon
persomel, A A A Commitbeewen and assipned Soil Conservation personnels

One major objective of the understanding will be an effort to ostablish
Conseryntion measures on the Tnion Grove Leke watershed.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The Tams County REural Schoole, under the direction of County Superintendent
Ee Py Simmons, again followed the recomsended cowse of study on Soil
Conservetione. As an added feature in 1947, Supt. Siomons conducted a
Conserwation Serapbook contest hetween the rura)l schools, Ninebyesix

books were propared and submitbéed for Judging by the District Commlssi oners.
Ribbons Ror firet, second, and third in sach Township were swarded oy

the top Looks. tor in the year the books were exhibhited at the Iowe
State Fair ag a Tama County Bural School Exhibit.

A series of contour layout demenstrations for L»H Clubs wore held in the
springs These were held as a part of the Counties L=l program of congervew
tion education, The youth aesisﬁmnt, the County Extension Direotor and the
Districts Sell Lﬁnsamqien Service Technicians vollaborated in holding the
deor mstrauwna.

The second in & series of contour plowing contests spousored jointly by .

the Marshell, CGrundy end Tama Districts, snd the Tama County Livestock and
Feir Association was held nesr Gladbrock in Aupuste Ceneral interest was

bigh and & good erowd attended.

Working with the Tams County Ministerial Asscelation, a %our was beld in lay
on twe farms having good cmscrvation plans in operations Eleven ministers
attende! and the Barl Lyos and Purton Vikalin forms were visited., A highng,ht
of the day wes the excellent luncheon served the group by lirs. Wheline
Following, =& diﬂcuasion rogs-r&iny District activities, was held,

\
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Genoral education received continued atiention in 1947. Good cooperation
was received from newspapers, radio stations, eivie groups and governmental
apeneicss

EXCERIMENTAL STUDIES

Due to 1limitation of experimentel funds, the direction of row plots were
not renewed in 1947. However, one tillage plet on the J. D. Hayes farm
was continued for the third year. Due to weathey cvonditions the third
yeay for the tillapge work was not completed on the Earl Lyon farme
However, plans for 1948 bkave been made to continue studies on both farms.
Agricultural experiment station workers at Iowa State College and the
District Soil Conservetion Serviee Technicians will aid in this wrks

Collaborating with the Extension Service, studies and results of using
varicus grades of Commereinl Fertilizers were carried on by three District
cooperating famers.

_SEED PRODUCTION

Failure of two branwmgrasa szeding plots to respond proyerly, limited
the retwrns from the Districts program to expand production of adaphed
sceds One plot of 5 acres on the Joe Kucersa farm was harvested and will
- yield approximately 1000 pounds of certified seed, Of this emount L0O
pounds will be reburned to this Distrist for additional seed production
plotse

RECOMEN DATIONS FOR 1948

le Support end eﬂcaura ze continued Soil Conservation Education in
rural schoola,

2¢ Maintain effective relationships with all groups, azencies and individue
als, that way have a oort in mainbaining and ineressing district activie
tica.

s Secure where pnssible necessary cooperation to further experi:enbel studies
to aid local farmers in developing conservation plans,

Le Continue organizations of planning groups.

Bs Continue to further zeneral izforpation on coaservetion to all peoples



Page b

REMARER

We feel the Districte progrum hes bees hemperved, st leost in our Yams

County Distrie$, by the lack of en opersting fund of some forme District
Commissioners are cheyged with the responsibility of holding vertain tvpes

of educationel and inbterest meetinge, and also must hold electionses Many

of these peetings are of necessity, held in public pleces, sad in prectically
all such places, nominel charges are wades Also et varicus times, correse
pondence, requiring cosbtage, end othey minor expenses becomwe a necessibtye

it is for expeunses of this nature that Commlssioners bave no mesns of

belng ramurmd;

. The edueational and Teohnicwl orgenizations and acencles with which the
Districts work, have been extremely tolerant of the District being unmble
to fuwnish money of an ineldental meburc. In most ocases these organizae
biony lave peid Lills of thie kind, We beliewe it is tine the Diatrict
should be able %o pay its own way and meet 148 oblizations without the
enbarassmont of eontinually asking others for ald.

Ve do not bolieve that under present operating procedures, Dietricts,
penerally, have need for s larpe fund. However, we do bslieve the

program 18 of sufficient .ivportance to warvand [laencial eild from texes in
nominal amounts up to 00,00 per year.

Ve strongly urge thoee, whe are nearest empowering State bodies, to give
consideration to requesting of such boldles, some financisel relief, either
by amenduents to existing lews, or chenpes thereof, to permit sources of
Gomnﬁy or State funds being granted Seil Conservabion Biatri,at&, to enable
District Commisel oners o meet the financial oblipabicne of theiy offices
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ANNUAL SEPORT OF RECE:rTS & BXPENDITURES

Digtriet  Tawa County Tolodo

leme ) (BUpervisor (6 LoBdqQUATGErS )

Peried Januayy 1, 1947 to December 31, 1947

RECETPT8  (By Source)

1+ Balanee brought forward $15.53
"¢ Philip Kucera Line Spreadey 300
i. Welby Dixon Jime Spreader le70
» Dalloum & Ross  Orein Drild 3488
Total 83448

PXPENDITIMRS  (Classifled)
le Drill Repairs 3 Be15

iwuate )

2s Fostage 1a00
Tokel Gl

Balence carrie’ forward _ 1735



. This Pericd To Date

Bdueational Meetinge Humbey 15 216

Attendance 1256 a9

TPours Humber 1 6

i Attendanco 11 aly

Demonstrations Thumber R 90

Attendsnee Le a7

Training School Number 4 8

A Attondance 31 77

Bxhibita - Fuanber 0 12
Atte

News Avticles Humber 3k 159

Commiesioners Meetinge ' 11 Ls

Grovp Planning Mestings Humber » % 38

Attendance 128 286

Motion Pictures Times shown ‘ 3 7h

Attendance 65 1256

8/ fim. J« Kremonak
Tel Fman, L&mA LOUntY SOLL
Conservabion DMatriot.




