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:onservation interest is 
Interest n soil and water 

:senatronj, Iowa rs as high a~ rt 
~I Cler bee( according to Wilson T 
[; ~n, state onservationist for the 
lolla Sorl Cltservation Servrce m 

Moon say conservation progress 
figure and cent legislative action 
both Uppr the contention that 
lOll an v. h er they be landowner~ 
r roncer i crtizens are more 

llllerested tl n e\·er i~ conservrng 
or) v.at1 and other natural 

resources 
An SCS :;u rvey shows th at 
n rn utto~ rllage, the practice of 

lfa1rng plar residues on the soil 
b rfa for l Jsron control, increased 

per •nt from a year ago 
O:!e fourth the state's corn and 

b un I d was planted u~rng 
dJ k fteld 4 ltivators or some other 
rna hme Ia help protect the sorl 
Meon repo~ ·d Since conservation 
lillal(e requj Ps fewer trips across a 
~:1 11 ill~ conserves energy, he 

I I 73 e mrles of terrace~ "ere 
n lov.f If all the terraces burlt 

tate mere lard end to end thcv 
ld trcu to the west coast and 
k 18 t rl cs About a thousand 

r of ri s were planted to help 
rontrol e'"o~ •n and give wildlife food 

d hel· ·~ about 700 ponds were 
b I fot I e same purpose wrth 
d recr Ilona! benefits 

1 freld work has bet·n 
44 Iowa counties, Y.tth 

lished m 19 countres. 
e and local montes are 
ke the Iowa sorl survey 

program one of the most succes!>ful 
in the natron 

More than two Uurds of Iowa s 
landowners are cooperatmg wrth Sotl 
Conservation Districts to voluntanly 
imp ro ve rural and urban 
env ironm ents Most have a 
consenatron plan they use as._. gurde 
in establrshrng conservatron 
measures over the entire farm or 
tract of land 

Soil and Water Conservatton 
Week, October 7 14, is a good trme to 
review progress in conservatron, ' 
Moon says " I thrnk the record rs an 
enviable one Yet, there is much 
to be done soil and water con 
servatton rs a never endrng task 
With the current emphasis on food 
produrtton, conservation measures 
\~-ill be needed more than t•ver 
before· 

The Iowa Legrslalure recently 
provrded soli conservation drstrrcls 
$1.5 milhon annually for the next two 
years to cost share on permam•nt sorl 
conservatron measures The 
cost.share rate rs 50 per cent \1-tlh 
distrrct cooperators who voluntarrly 
apply sorl conservation practtces 
Cost-sharrng wrll also be avarlablc 
to meet responsrbthlies under the Sorl 
Conservancy Act. passed by the 
Legislature rn 1971 

+++ 
Moon also pointed out that 

conservatron llllage or mrmmum 
tillage should be considcrt'<l hv 
farmer' and a recent survey b} 
the So1l Conservatton Serv1ce .,ho\\ s 
that s uch tillage JUmped by near!\ 
90 per cent thrs year 

To show slides 

"Our survey shows that 51 • mrlhon 
of the state's esttmated 18 8 mrlhon 
acres of corn and soybeans were 
planted wtthout the use of the 
moldboard plow," Moon said "Th1s 
means that more than one-fourth of 
the corn and soybeans were planted 
by some type of conservation 
tillage ' 

Moon says some of the brg mcreasc 
m conservatron ttllage rs due to the 
mcrease rn total acres of corn and 
soybeans planted thrs year W1th the 
emphasrs on productton , 
con servation t11lage and other 
conservatron measures are more 
rmportant than ever before, Moon 
says ··Iowa farmers are berng <tsk<.'d 
to produ<·e all they can, but thcv 
must also prote<:t thetr land " 

Conscrvat1on ttllage, the practrce 
of leavrng <·rop resrdue on the 
surface rs hrghly effectrve 1n 
reducing wmd and water erosion 
About thrt•c fourths of the corn and 

At workshop 

high 
soybeans Y. ere planted after drskrng, 
or usmg a ftcld cultivator or some 
other machrne wrthout a moldboard 
plow Th1s leaves some plant residue 
on the surface for erosion control 

Even better erosron control was 
provrded wrth special conservatron 
tillage machrnes and methods The 
most popular of these specral 
methods \\as I he chtsel plow. used on 
more than a mrlhon acres Other top 
erosion control methods in order of 
populanty were 1111 planting 265.184 
acres, rota r~ stnp tillage 147,510 
acres, and no t1ll planting, 110.414 
acres 

' The reductton m fall plowrng, 
especrally of soybean land, has been 
encoural!ing," Moon says, and he 
cautions farmers ugamst fall piO\\ mg 
th1s year \\'artrng to dtsk. chrsel or 
use another method in the sprrng 
saves trmc, cnPrgy money and so1l, 
he says 

The Davis Countv So 1 c -
show slides of Davt I onservatron Drstrirt will 
practices from 1 p m 

1 
5

7 
Count) sot! c•onsen·ation 

the Davis Count\ C 0 
rt ~ ~ Thursda\ tn a tent rn 

Barbecue Day · ou }ar dunng Aloomfreld's 

Mrs Evelyn Scott, a teacher tn the Da~ts County 
Commumty School District. wrll attend the Teachers 
Conservatron Workshop Frrday and Saturday at the 
State 4 H Camp under the sponsorshrp of the Dans 
Count:or Sotl Conservation District. 
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What it can do 

What conservation can do is illustrated in these before and after 
pictures. The picture at left shows an area on a farm owned 
by Mrs . Dale Dixon. Above, the same area is shown after 
a structure has been constructed. 


