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program one of the most successful
in the nation.

More than two thirds of lowa's
landowners are cooperating with Soil
Conservation Districts to voluntarily
improve rural and urban
environments. Most have a
conservation plan they use as a guide
in establishing conservation
measures over the entire farm or
tract of land.

“Soil and Water Conservation
Week, October 7-14, 1s a good time to
review progress in conservation,''
Moon says. ‘I think the record is an
enviable one. Yet, there is much
to be done -soil and waler con-
servation 1s a never ending task.
With the current emphasis on food
production, conservation measures
will be needed more than ever
before.™

The lowa Legislature recently
provided soil conservation districts
$1.5 million annually for the next two
yvears lo cost-share on permanent soil
conservalion measures. The
cost-share rate is 50 per cent with
distriet cooperators who voluntarily
apply soil conservation practices.
Cost-sharing will also be available
to meel responsibilities under the Soil
Conservancy Act, passed by the
Legislature in 1971,
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Moon also pointed out that
conservalion tillage or minimum
tillage should be considered by
farmers and a recent survey by
the Soil Conservation Service shows
that such tillage jumped by nearly
90 per cent this vear.
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“Our survey shows that 5'z million
of the state's estimated 18.8 million
acres of corn and soybeans were
planted without the use of the
moldboard plow,"” Moon said. "This
means that more than one-fourth of
the corn and soybeans were planted
by some Ltype of conservation
tillage. ™

Moon says some of the big increase
in conservation tillage is due to the
increase in total acres of corn and
soybeans planted this year. "With the
emphasis on production,
conservaltion tillage and other
conservation measures are more
important than ever belore,”” Moon
says. "'lowa lfarmers are being asked
to produce all they can, but they
must also protect their land. "

Conservation tillage, the practice
of leaving crop residue on the
surface, is highly effective in
reducing wind and water erosion.
About three-fourths of the corn and
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At workshop

onservation interest is high

soybeans were planted after disking,
or using a feld cultivator or some
other machine without a moldboard
plow. This leaves some plant residue
on the surface for erosion control.

Even better erosion control was
provided with special conservation
tillage machines and methods. The
most popular of these special
methods was the chisel plow, used on
more than a million acres. Other top
erosion control methods, in order of
popularity, were till planting, 265,184
acres; rolary strip tillage, 147,510
acres; and no-till planting, 110,414
acres.

“The reduction in fall plowing,
especially of soybean land, has been
encouraging,”” Moon says, and he
cautions farmers against fall plowing
this year. Waiting to disk, chisel, or
use another method in the spring
saves lime, energy. money and soil,
he says

Mrs. Evelyn Scott, a teacher in the Davis County
Community School Distriet, will attend the Teachers
Conservation Workshop Friday and Saturday at the
State 4-H Camp under the sponsorship of the Davis

County Soil Conservation Districl.
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What it can do

What conservation can do is illustrated in these before and affer
pictures, The picture at left shows an area on a farm owned
by Mrs. Dale Dixon. Above, the same area is shown after
a structure has been constructed.



