
is Co nty Soil Conservat · on Di ict 

Report for the 1951 a 

The following report covers the activities of the Davis County Soils 
District during the year 1951 and was compiled by the district co­
nuhissioners~ P. W. Spilman, cha · rma.n Dale Bla.ckwel and Harold 
Bau~hman. Vir inia Pin Pll is secretary for the board. 

Before subm_· ttine: the followin report., the commissioners want to 
bring out that one of the things that has promoted so·l conservation 
in Davis County is the excel ent public · ty prov·ded by the Davis 
Co1nty newspapers. Thron h the arti les in thes papers the sto ry 
of o · l cons rvation is bein told. 

One of the most outstand · n accomplishments was he Soil Conservatton 
Schoo he d at the Community Hall--January 31, Februa 7, and Feb• 
rua th . The theme of discussion through- o t the meeting was 
"Savin the Soil ad at the same t · me Rais · ne: Production. " 

On the first day of the school ., Val Silkett, AssistanT; State 
Conservationist of th Io a Soil Conse vation Service 8Doke o the 
topi "'iJhat is a h ad in Soil Conservation". Letha · r G;.ant of 
Fairf · e d~ head of the Soil Survey · n Southeaste Iowa, disc ss ­
ed "Soils · n Davis County~. In Rddition to this pro ram a forty 
minute fil -- " '1y Country" was shown. r. t 
At the February meetinfS the followin~ men spoke on the topics as listed : 

Dr. Head - - Economic s . 
Chuck Greenley -- Farm Records and Farm J\1Ianagement. 
Rex Bearsford -- Beef Cattle . 
Lester Clapp - - Soil Conservation in General 
Dr . Brovvnin -- Soi Conservation 

In Ma ch it 'las decid to purchase some books to be put in the nub i_c 
library. Mr . Runkel was to assist the librarian in choo s in t hem. 
The followin~ bo ks we e la ed in the library: 

Conse rvation and Citzenship 
Te ,hing Co servation 
Water Appears and Disappears 
Birds in the Big W ods 
so · 1· 
Road to Surviva 
Elements of Soil Conservation 
Nature ' s Bank- the- Soil 
Pla~ and Anim~ls Liv Together 
Rai~rops and Muddy Rive s 
Would You Like to Have Lived Wben 

The aistrict furnished 00 lbs. of Re ds Canary Grass se d t o t he 4-H 
boys clubs. This seed was used to start Reeds CanA.ry Gras s beds and 
seeding grassed waterways under the su ervision of the County bxtension 
Director and the local 4.- H leaders. These are d monstr at · on pl t s t 
t4e val e of Reeds Canary G ass in waterways and as a source of lants 
to be used · n waterways. 



Mr. P. W. S ilman and Mr . Fred Me lv"n we e el cted to attend the 
short cou se for the Distri t Soil Conservation Commissioners to e 
he d at Ames, - Iowa~ but due to weather conditions and i y oads th v 
were unable to att nd. 

At the re ule.r monthly commissioners meet·in~ on A ril 11th, the co­
mmissio rs hired Burdette Stamps as State Aid to f "l . the vacancy 
creat d by the es nation of Harvey Clove • ][ • Stemns t~ ted 
to work on the 16th of April. 

Mayor Sm"th of Bloomf"eld was at the meetin of the commiss · oners -~ 

on Mav Gt to ask hel from the distr "ct in o tr llinP' the e osion 
·n the water shed ar a above Lake F "sher. L ke Fisher i the city 
water sup ly for the city of B oomf"eld. H orted that he had 
called a meetin~ of all the land owners to e held Tl e day, M y 15, 
lGI=J • The commi ssione.rs and Earl Hem f the PM:A • nformed !VIayor 
Smith that they woul ass ·st the Mayor in contro lin~ the 8 osion 
on the and above the ak • Mr . Sylvan T. Runkel, District Con­
servat"onist and Mr . George G. Gutmann, At;ri ultural Enginee r of · 
th Soi Conservation Servjce, stRted that they would ·ve all the 
he p that they ossible co d to the farmers in th w~tershed Rrea 
and wo1ld be at the meetin ~ of the farme s May the 15th. In the 
later art of Septembe , George W. Fonken, En~ineerin ~ S 
and Marion F. Ebert, En ineering Aid, torether with Geor 
Gutmann and Jack Chamberlain; Con ervat "on Ai , made a s 
~ke Fisher fo siltct "on. 

Mr . Haro d Ba :.:>hman was ppointed t the co iss"oners rneetin of 
July lOth to replace Mr . Fred Melvin, who nas ed a·wa r MA.y 3, 105 • 
The death of Mr. F ed Melvin we. a severA os to the pAop f 
Dev · s Count ann tot Soil Conse vation. Fred b 1 · v d · n takin 
ca f the so · nd did ev~ryth · n ~ · h "s 
He helned o ganize the district and was 1 
the f "rst el~ t~on and rvAd · th "s cap b. 

S · nee Dav · . C t did not h'lve e plow·. 0' cont c::t this vea r, 

Rornada.,, who l "ve . north of ~.rAst Grove and wa chose r·r t i_'Y\ 

contn r p owing in A panoo e County in ?110, was sent to the 
1JlOVlin match to :Dresent Devis County. The distr "ct p ye 
entry fee to lee County, and allow him fifteen dolla s t 

Tl"i . fo d 

district 
h ·s 

h ln meet 
to e his expenses to P in ose in e County, whe e the match was 

h . d. 

l\~r. Spilman and Tvlr. DG.l e B ackwe 1 ttended the Ann 1 Convent· n 
f r th District Commissioner of the Soil Conse v~t · n D" , tits 

t Do 1\lf ines, Iowa, S ntemher th nd 2, nd mad e rE>no t 
the 0 t .obe rneetinP" . 

In November of this year it was a~r~ed that the SCS u e the co­
Tn!Tliss · oners f"le o f .rm plans, theMJy eli inat "ne: the nr "ntint: of 
tvvo comnlete farrn nlA.ns t e retained in t e eme off· ce. 



Tw h :ndred and twent -f·ve co-o e ators nd guests attended th 
annue.l meetine; of the D v· s S i 1 n· st ic at the Conmu it r HRJ 
Thu s ay venin~, November 27th. An oyste supper was served by 
the members of T.T.T. Society at 7:00 p.m. Prin 1p 1 spea~ers 
for the evenin· were David Livinrrston of Wash ' ngto, Iowa and 
D ke F rbe~~ of PJ ia. Both stressed t e 'mportance o~ contin e 
work · n the o'l conser +'on s rvic. 

Mr. P. W. S i IDR.n, ha ' rman of the ocal distr 'ct, pres'ded at t 
m e jng. G oup inrrin~ was ead by Lloyd Ger tt. 

Twe ve D v·s County f rmers were pr se ted aw r s for outstand ' n 
wo k in s il con e vation. Th w rd lllinner ,.,ere R sw · f , 
E1 en Franc's, B •• Younkin, Gerqld V Ho n, Lione Hertee, 
Conrad Goettsche, D. c. Bo ma , Carlon C ry, Urc e Hubbartt, 
Kenneth lv'rcCarty, Ch~:~ rle s ·ustFI. d B.nd E rre e Gri • Th re nt-
.tion was mHd by Dale Blackwell, one of th three commissi ners 

fo the distri t. Th ' s eeting wa successful that plans are 
beinP' made to cont· ue the meetin~s and ke wards to the hr e 
IPen ·n Davis Coun y who hRve don the most o tst nd.ine; work · 
soi on e vation du ing the year. 

Fo low·ng 5s th S'mmary of thP D'strict Accomul'shments for the 
year of 1951: 

P. 

Applications 
Contour Farmine; 
Strip Crop in 
PRRtnre Improvement 
Pasture Seeding 
Woodland M na ement 
Wildlife Area Improved 
Farm Ponds 
Terra es 
Field Diver ions 
Farm D ainae-e 
Open Drains 
Fe ce Row M na ement 
Constructe Vifatervvays 
Plann· nP': 
A li ations Received 
Plans Pr nared and s · ~ed 

Farms Renlanned 
Follow Up Contracts 

Corronissioner 

Goa 
2000 
336 
Pl3 
310 

62 
~-
8.0 
3·5 

~o 

'•0 
.o 

1.5 

/66 
-o 
4 
7 

Accomp ished 
151 2 Ac. 

185 Ac. 
716 Ac. 
357 Ac. 

4 Ac. 
65 Ac. 
! ~7 No. 

·5 ~If · • 

3·5 If' : 
283 1\ • 

:<).1 Mi. 
.-s If • 

1.5 Mi. 

c 

Secreta 



Tr 

R cei ts: 

Ro a l tiPs f'rnm Kgc:;pr Conc:;trnction Co. 
Sheperds eR th movin~ contrPct. 
T nsfer f om R~,ro vi n "f11n r 

hq ~er of Co~ J o (r;f, ~ f'ro ~~11 FP.c ·vpl) 
Stp'p sn · Gommission for r~·nbu ame t ·f-or ~ass sed) 

T ta Recei ts fo r th · s yePr ----~---- -- ------- ----- -- --------
Cq sh BA.l r-1Y1 ce J . T111R r·v ] , . a_:; --------- ----- ---- -------
Tota ·RAcPi nts and hR.lan('e ---- ------- - ------- - - - -------------- ---

DishnrsBmAnts: 

?f-.l 7 .?P 

5 •0 5 
9· 05 
n.no 

"/{. 00 

Z177. 12 
684. 73 
6 .81) 

H~rolc1 BatP"hman (~~s. ner meetinP" 5.00 
li'rPd T1lfP l vi n ('~5. '" P r T11eP,ti_ nP"~ J,r;:;. 00 
DRlP bJR.ckw-P 1 U'5· w?r meetin~'") 6o.oo 
P. W. SpilmB.n (. Cl . per meeting) r,5.0n 
D v · s County Treasurer (Tr8i1Ar i.cense) S.nn 
A . R,. Sch~rlPr (St te R.nn NRt·onR rlues) SS.OO 
ChemhAr of Commerce (nuAs)..__----.. ------"--- :-15 nn 
c. R. Fortune (c PRnin~ seed~-----------------------~.50 
F.ar Auspuro-er ( printin~ calendar ' s , _ _.... ........ ..-. ... -.,.~..... · ,..oo 
Royal Cafe (snnoers~ .... J3.?l 
Pnhl ic Libre:rv (books 0.00 
~·lfcMahon Seed Co. (RePns C!Ol arv) ),5.00 
StAte of IowA. ( nte!""r rPrtPWR ~.00 
M; 1 ~reri Horne.dF~.v (contest expense) 15.00 
Duke Norberp- (spes.ker) · JS.OO 
David 1·vin~ston (sp~aker) 75.00 
T. T. T. Society (di.nners) 168.7S 
D. K. N8d~ow ( o al tv 2206~ '02 

Total Dis~1 P~8nts--~---------------- -------------------- ----------
Ba l R.nco December 31, 1951--------------- ----- -- --- ------ - ----- ---



Jan. 1, 

Money Expended from lA Budget tor the Year 1 

Commissioner's Mileage and Expense---------------- 163.27 
Office Expense and Supplies------------------------ 81.40 
School•·Expenses and Prize Money------------------- 90.95 
Material for Demonstration------------------------ 45.00 
Tranportation-------------------------------------- . 1.50 
Misc.--------------------------------------------- 10.91 

Total--------------------------- 393.03 

Money Expended from 2A Budget tor the Year 

Clerical Assistance-------------------~----------- 11 .45 
Technical Assistance------------------------------ 2190.38 

Total-------------------------- 3376.83 
.3J . ·~ 


