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- to come to longer intermediate
tvpe loans, helping good farmers

1o stock their farms with quality

livestock.

Although  Phillips foresees
higher farm incomes in the next
15-20 years, he drew some
from the
crystal ball, too.

One involved replacement of
the farmers now on the farm-—

whose average age indicates
they will be retiring in 15-20
years. Currently, he said, the

young men aren’t working their
way into farming. When farm
land becomes available, farmers
in the 45-50 age bracket are
buying it to expand their oper-
ations.

Thus the average size farm
of the future will take a capital
investment of $130,000 to $140,-

000, meaning, said Phillips, that

a young man wishing to farm

 “will have to have a banker
. firiend, marry a rich girl, or in-

herit something.”
£ £

Harold Baughman, a soil ‘dis-

trict commissioner here, present-

ed awards to five individuals for
cutstanding work in conserva-
tion. The citations went to:

Jacob Birchmier and his
son, Eddie; Roy Stookes-
berry, a Bloomfield city em-
ployee who also farms; Mrs.

* J. Paul Wilcox, who took
over the family farm op-
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eralion near Drakesville
after the death of her hus-
kand; and Bob Norberg, edi-
tor cf the Bloomfield News-
papers, cited for the int p
of the local newspapers hj

:
In addition, plagues were pre-

sented on behalf of the Bloom-
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field Newspapers to winners in
the past summer’s annual con-
cervation achievement contest.

Receiving engraved plaques

<were Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Christy

and their son-in-law tenant, Don
‘Walley, winners of the landlord-
tenant division; Raymond How-
ard, winner of the owner-opera-
tor division; and Marion Rob-
erts, winner of the division open
to new soil district cooperators.

The same winners also re-
ceived framed citations from the
Des Moines Register and Tri-
bune, sponsor of the state-wide
conservation contest. Presenting
the Register awards was Duane
Bennink of Des Moines, assistant
director of the State Soil Con-
servation Committee.

Two of the farms winning
¢ on the county level also won
“regicnal “heners.” Making
plans to go to Sigourney to-
night, where regional
awards will be given during
the Keockuk county conser-
vation banquet, are Mr. and
Mrs. Christy, Walley, and
Roberts.

Also participating in the pro-
gram here were the district’s
cther two commissioners, Clay
Barnett, who was emcee, and
Sam Botts, Jr., who introduced
some of the attenders. County
Extension Director William
Byers explained the new soil-
testing " procedures initiated by
Iowa State University. ‘




