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A ONSERVATION Sue 
New 
name. 
same 
service 

By LEO PETERSON, 
District Co nservationist 

In Lh.is 50lh Anniversary year of 
the Dickinson Soil & Water 
Conservation District is seems 
appropriate to celebrate the 
partnerships that have made lhe 
program successful. The District's 
accomplishments would not have 
been as many without the working 
relationships and cooperation with 
landowners, farm operator."­
organizations, agribusiness, un:..; \ 
of government. and agencies, 

One very close partner with the 
District is the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service, recently 
renamed and now known as the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. The new agency was 
authorized as pan of USDA's 
reorganization in October by 
Secrel.al')' Mike Espy. 

On February 4, 1944 the 

.. CELEBRATING 50 j) 

I 
DISTRICT STAFF: Front row (from left) Ann Northey, office ucretaty; Deirdre Bta.band, conservation afde; 
Oamarya Mortenson, soli conservationist; Second row (from left) John Wills, environmental specialist; 
Dave Kohlhasse, conservation technician and Leo Preston, dlcstrk:t conaervatlonlst. 1"": 

- Dickinson Soil and Water 

unique and effective working 
relationship established between the 
federal government and those 
landowners, as well as the 
pannership with the conservation 
district will continue. 

Conserva1ion Service, in addition, 
several other programs have been 
transferred to the new a,gency. 

with the Dickinson SWCD: .. ~ill 
inaeasingly look to the wise~ or 
all resources u the learn ~~Ips 
private landowners on a volu~taTy 
basis. 

Conservation District was officially 
organized. At that time the USDA 

HONORING AREA FARMERS: Area farmers attending the celebration Soil Conservation Service enlCred 
received a complementary pewteromament thanking them for caring for into a memorandum of 
soil and water resources. understanding with the new District 

to provide technical assistance to 
the District Board in carrying out 
its program and to District 
Cooperators in putting soil 
conservation practices on the land. 

The new name docs marc 
accur3tcly identify the work being 
done. While the agency has focused 
on soil conservation for the past 60 
years, it has also been the key 
federal agency to offer technical 
help on private lands for 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in partnership 

Will the USDA Reorganization 
and newly named Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
change this relationship? 

Probably not. More than two­
thirds of the land in this country is 
privately owned. Those private 
landowners arc the key to our 
environmental well-being. The 

improve ment to water, wildlife ~~~~~~E!~~~ habitat, woodlands, grasslands, and 
other resources connected to the 
land. 

The new Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will continue 
to have responsibilities for all 
programs of the former Soil 
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ESS STORY 

1993-1994 Accomplishments 
Individuals & Groups Ass•sted 

lnd•Y•du•'' & Groups Apply•ng F-r•ct•ce 
Resource Management Systems Planned 

Conse•vat•on Systems Applied 
Cropland Acres treate:l 

Tons ol So•. Shed 
Grassed Waterways mstalled (47 Acres! 

Dickinson 
County 

Soil and Water 
Conservation 

District 
Farmstead Wmdbreaks lflSta ed 

Wetlands Restored (43 Ac·esl 
Conservation Easements entered (62 7 Acrlls) 

Farmer cooperation at high level in county 
BY DOUG HARR, DNR 

Wildlire Biologist 
In light of lhe Dickinson County 
~WCD's "Farmer Appreciatton" 
Recognition and the agency's long 
KrVic:c to agriCulluraJ conservauoo , 
tt"s appropriate that the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resowces 
also take note or local 
accomplishments . Working an 
close cooperallon w1th Dickinson 
SWCD, Iowa ONR has been able 
10 fosLer amproved relatio nsh ips 
~th and service to area fanners . 
nus has allowed unproved respect 
by the agency for agriculture's 
needs. and by farmers for the 
-~ooperalive role DNR can play 
with the SWCD an soemg that on­
'fann conservauon needs are met 

EspecWiy over the past decade, 
DNR ha s come to rely upon 

expertise of the local SWCD staff 
m order to pwsuc ONR's goals of 
tmproved h:~.b llat for ftsh 3nd 
wildltfe. Th1s h:~.s resulted in 
Wild.hre Bureau staff bemg pUl in 
touch with farme rs who h3ve 
Interes ts 10 n:~otural resource 
cooserv:~.lioo, Md findmg means by 
which the landowner and agency 
can fmd soluuons to common 
problems. Wetland restonu.ion may 
be the most recent and best 
example of what can be 
accomplished when the SWCD, 
DNR and farmers work together 
On-f31lll rest.ored wetlands can help 
the landowner meet n:quuements of 
the National Food Security Act (the 
"Farm Bill"), protect water 
resources m the Iowa Great Lakes. 
Little Sio ux and Des Moines 

;vers. and concurrently provide 

excellent habttat for ducks, 
shorebirds, mu!okt'Jts, pheasants and 
other wildlife 

Relatively new progr.uns offered 
through the Cle.:lll W atcr Program 
and the U.S. F1'h and Wildlife 
Service Like these benefits even 
further. Now, casements often can 
be placed upon restored or natural 
wetland~ and surround1ng 
grasslands. in order 10 even better 
se"'e water and wtldlife resources. 
Easement!. .are s1mply devices by 
whtch the nghb to certain 130d use 
(such as dra1n1ng of filling 
wcllands) are purchased, wh1le the 
owner retouns t1tle and most other 
rights to the propcny. In return, the 
owner rccc1ves a one-time cash 
paymem based upon 3 pcrcen~c of 
the properly's appra1sed value. 
Through such devtces, it is now 

poss1ble for a landowner to take 
troublesome areas out of 
produc11on. solve conservation 
problems and be paid for it 

Thts and other programs are 
forgmg new relationships between 
agnculture and conscrvauon 
anterests m Otddnson Counay, a 
record which is sewng an example 
for the re~t of Iowa to follow. It is 
also a record for which local 
fanners and other residents may be 
JUStly proud. The Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources salutes 
Dickinson County SWCD and 
hard-working farmers for their 
willingness 10 put behmd the 
outdated percepoons and move 
forward to create a beuer 
e nvironment for everyone. DNR 
looks forward to continumg this 
new cooperallve ventun:: 

nMT COMIIISSIONEAI¢ Above are 1M CUrT*nt 
"-'11 for the Dlckln110n County SoU and Water 
1m lett: ctut1 HoHman , Keith Van Kleek. Jared 

Herbert, nm HemphiU, Orville Borg, Mafll: tngwerMn and Maurice Dougal. Van Kleek 
and Dougal :ue assistant commissioners. These comm,aslonera :ue IHoctod lor alx· 
yoar terms at general electiona. (Photo. by Sue Laue) 
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S . . m~ p1nt Lake • 336-1224 
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IOWA GREAT LAKES CLEAN WATER PROJECT: John W1lls shows 
Tom Breklo:t .md h1s daughter, Amanda a map ol the clean water project. 
Educat1on 1', a very 1mportant part of the project, and W1lls can provide 
almost any mformahon needed to get started 1n the proJect. Noxt year's 
goals 1nclude urban pollutJon education, Improve farmer relahons and to 
mvotve the proJect more to protect area lakes. 

~ 
~ ~u~: 

Dickinson County 
Conservation Farms. 

Here's to another 50 years. 

W0/1/JrAI.> ,l\lh!(,{)()U/JEAI .\fORF. 

f:l Schierholt Implement Co. 
Lake Park, lA 51347 

DICKINSON 
COUNTY 

FARMERS 

We 
support 

your 
efforts! 

We Appreciate 

THANKS FOR A JOB VERY WELL DONE! 

~ 
~ 

REHMS-STEWART, 
INC. 

READY MIX CONCRETE 
Mile East of Catholic Church In Milford and 1 Mile North 

Phone: 338·240il • Ocheyedan 758·3729 
1·800·828·9835 


