Where is the cover,
oris it duck for cover?

The first week of October Jeanie and I visited one of the nation's
national parks, We decided to take the county road system toward
South Dakota. The fall days were fantastic — fields were being har-

! vested. but recreational tillage was rampant and, unfortunately, this
Was a scene not uncommot across the
state.

Short-term mansagement decisions
are giving the conservation stewards of
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the state a black eye. Now, some of you
are thinking, “Why have negative com-
ments on actions by the minority? Con-
centrate on the actions of the majority
of conservation farmers.”

Rules and Regulations are made for
the small percentage of people who
choose to think for short-term refum,
and not for long-term gains.

What can we do? The next time
you see a producer in the store, at a
school event, or at a community meet-
ing who is performing recreational tillage, ask them, “why?"

“The worst thing they can say is, “Mind your own business,” The
best outcome is planting a seed to create another conservation stew-
and,

A Message from
State Conservationist
Richard Sims

In my last column I talked about the amazing amount of recre-
ational tillage I observed driving to South Dakota in October. And
it's something 1 am still thinking about, in part because of a new
project | am leading for Chief White and NRCS,

It seems there is contradicting agronomic philosophies in the
minds of many lowa farmers. On one hand they plant modem
hybads, producing up to 250 bushels per acre and providing geneti-
cally-enhanced protection from pests and herbicides, As budgets
allow, they utilize the most recent famming technologies and equip-
ment 10 increase their efficiency and profitability.

Yet at the same time,, they revert back (o the 1950's conservation
ethic: Tilling soybean stubble into dust, wasting time, fuel and price-
less soil quality. More tillage can only lead to more erosion. And
more erosion resultsin more conservation compliance issues on
highly erodible land.

lowa Wins: Chief’s Cup

For the first time, Towa has received the top Earth Team award:
the Chief’s Cup, This award recognizes a state for it's outstanding
incorporation and utilization of volunteers.

The Chief will present the award (o lowa at a future Leadership
Team Meeting

A few highlights from fast year include: 333 Total Volunteers «

19,400 Total Hours* 3rd in Nation for total hours *

100% Office Participation = $420,000 Total Salary Values
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Tama County District Sonl & Water Commissioners-

Dean McKenna, Clark Township; Mike Snider, Perry Township; Jan Wobeter, Otter Creek Township; Jeff
Bruene, Spring Creek Township; and Jody Kasal, York Township.
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Soil & Water Cons

CRP
Update

We are finishing up work-

ing with landowners that
enrolled in the 2010 general
CRP sign-up.

We had about 30 new con
tracts start this fall. Rumor has
it there will be another sign-up
for 2011. Watch for an
announcement soon if the
rumor holds true

Recently we lost a very
popular continuous practice
Approval of any new wetland

restoration (CP-23) applica
tions has been discontinued.
We are waiting for more infor-
mation on this and are hopeful
it will be re-instated

We will soon be working
on contracts that will expire in
2011, and be re-enrolling them
for another 10-15 years. You
should be receiving notice if
you have acres expiring. All
re-enrollments  will  be
required to perform mid-con-
tract management on those
acres to improve wildlife habi-
tat, Cost share is approved to
help with costs of mid-con-
tract management activities.

Please contact our office if
you are planning mid-contract
management activities this
year. If you are considering a
burn on your CRP acres a bumn
plan is required to receive cost
share, We will be happy to
assist you with this or any
other concerns you may have.

Tama County
Humane Society’s
Pet of the Week

Cats And Kittens looking for
forever homest!!!
Come see them at the TCHS!
$30.00 brings home your
new best friend!

Visit the
Tama County Humane Society
n Saturdays from 9 am - Noon
1406 E. 5th St., Tama
or call 641-691-7676 to
make an appointment

This Pet of the Week is sponsored by

WILLIAMS
MANUFACTURING

101 8. 2nd Street, Tama
641-484-3170
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LEFT- Winners of
4-H Awards for Con-
servation projects
were (left to right,
front) John Dvorak,
fish - wildlife, Tessa
Dvorak, agriculture -
natural resource and
Hunter Filloon, fish -
wildlife, (Left to right,
back) Tyler Wrage,
fish - wildlife, Emma
Knoop, agriculture -
natural resource,
Erin Filloon, conser-
vation and Allen
Heise, fish -wildlife.

Can conservation wait?

By Jim Gillespie

In this ever changing
world and state, what does
the future hold for conser-
vation and agriculture?
Commodity prices are high,
land values are high, rents
are high, inputs are high,
and the list goes on

But can conservation of
the soil and water wait?
That has to be a good ques-
tion everyone should be
thinking about. With more
demands being placed on
soil and water resources to
produce more food for an
ever growing population in
the world and with chang-
ing technology and genet-
ics to allow different forms

of production in agriculture
CONSERVATION CAN
NOT WAIT

E

the time to contact their

local Soil and Water Con- £

servation District and
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation
office to see what they can
do for conservation on
their land. Look at this as
an opportunity to protect
the land that is the basis of
your farming business.
Everything that comes
from your operation
depends on the Ind that you
own or operate. You are
left to manage your Jand as

BEAR'S, INC.

e

Tire Service Since 1956
105 State - P.O. Box 15, Tama, lowa 52339
1-800-447-3202 » 641-484-3202

COMPLETE
TIRE SERVICE

Goodyear. As American As Farming.

We Salute the Tama County
Soil & Water Conservation District
and the conservation efforts of the
landowners in Tama County

PWA

1231ndus!r<a¥ Dr., Brooklyn, IA

s an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Poweshiek
Water
Association

y land owner and |
farm operator should take

Service »

well as you can to be as
productive as possible. But
you will need the soil and
water resources that you
have for a long time
protect they can
Support your operation well
into the future.

Consider practices such
as residue management,
structural practices, and
nutrient management (o

S0

them so

pruuu the prudum\uy of
your operation as well as
protect water quality
Keep your valuable soil in
place to maintain good soil
quality-that witl-enhance
and maintain production
Control the water that
falls on your land by
reducing compaction and
try to absorb as much as
possible to reduce runoff.

20fl Gator XUV 4x4

SOU

(800) 873-5855

THAR
IMPLEMENT

Tama Marshalitown
1702 E 5" St 2006 S Center St 1318 West St S
(800) 542-7803

Grinnell

(888) 524-4020

Water 1s valuable to pro-
duction and protection, so
try to use it so that it will
be available when needed
by the plants

When you look at the
definition of “Conserva-
tion" in the Webster's Dic-
tionary it states “a careful
preservation and protection
of something: esp: planned
management of a natural
resource to  prevent
exploitation, destruction, or
neglect”. That says a lot
and gives us all a large
responsibility

Accept that responsibili-
ty and put CONSERVA
TION at the top of your

-business plan: - Be the best

land and farm operator-you
can be and conserve your
soil and water resources so
your agricultural operation
will maintain itself for a
long time.

Union Grove Lake
watershed time
running out

Scheduled to end in June
2011, the Union Grove Lake
Watershed Project is in its third
and final year. What does this
mean for the installation of new
conservation practices in the
watershed?

While there is no guarantee
with Union Grove, in most other
expiring water quality projects,
conservation practices under con-
struction when the project expired
were able to have their completion
dates extended for a short period
of time.

Time 15 funning out o sign up
for cost-sharing conservation
practices through the Union
Grove Lake Watershed Project.
Now is the time to take advantage
of these great cost-share ratés!

Providing Crop-Based Solutions for the Benefit of All People

PIONEER.

A DUPONT BUSINESS

a -

y

PIONEER HI-BRED
INTERNATIONAL, INC.

404 $. County Road e Toledo, IA 52342
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Chuck and Cathy |
Thompson and Yvonne
and Bill Fry representing
Lake and Park Holding
Corporation, Gladbrook,
winner of the Friend of
Conservation award.

'ning Peo

A Legacy of Conservation
Ving People H

List 2010 Tama Soil and Water
Conservation District awards

*Richard Gettle, Elberon,
Owner-Operator

*Ron Kubik, Traer, Con-
servation Tillage

*Rick and Jodi Hopper,
Toledo, New Windbreak

*Randy and Judy Welton,
Garwin, Mature Windbreak

+Jane Currier, Tama,
Urban Backyard Conserva-
tion

*Arlene Gerlach, Toledo,

tion AR

*Lake and Park Holding
Corporation, Gladbrook,
Friend of Conseryation

*Tama Soil and Water
Conservation District Schol-
arships-

Ryan Petty, son of Duane
& Barbara Petty of Glad-
brook

Emily Ewoldt, daughter
of Dan & Susan Ewoldt of
Clutier

Grocery Sack Contest

Grocery sack: The theme of this year's Soil & Water Stewardship
Week was Conservation Habits = Healthy Habitats. Working to
improve our environment, you can develop good habits that will last a
lifetime and will inspire others around you. Develop conservation
“habits 50 that they become second nature and benefit healthy habitats.

This year's countywide winner was Abbie Parizek, who was a 4th
grader last spring at South Tama Elementary. This past summer, she
g0l 1o enjoy a plane ride over the Tama County countryside, courtesy
of Garry Brandenburg, retired conservation board director from Mar-

shall County.

Terraces

Structure

Windbreak

Administrative Funds

Conservation Practices
Waterways

Tree Planting
Timber Stand Improvement

,‘ 75 Alega
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Jeremy Ansel

My name is Jeremy Ansel
and [ am the new Soil Conser-
vation Technician for the
Toledo field office.

1 have been currently
working in Toledo for nearly
six months now and plan on
being in Tama County for a
couple years, I am originally
from Dubuque where I gradu-
ated high school at Dubuque
Senior in 2002 and participat-
ed in football, wrestling, track
and baseball.

I also participated in Boy
Scouts and achieved the rank
of Eagle Scout. I come from a
decent sized family, I have
two brothers and two sisters,
plus I'am a triplet.

For my college education

See ANSEL, page 8__

Tama SWCD Financial Report

Hillary Olson

Olson serves as
oW e
Soil Coserv.
. . e

Tribal Liaison

I grew up on a grain and
farrow-to-finish hog farm in
Story County

I graduated from lowa
State University with a bach-
elor’s in Animal Science and
a master’s in Soil Science
My husband and T have a row
crop operation and cow-calf
herd In the
past, 1 have worked as a stu-
dent trainee and soil conser-
vationist in Story, Allama-
kee, Butler and Boone coun-
ties

I left the Towa Water Cen-
ter at Towa State University
in June 2010, to accept the
Soil Conservationist/Tribal
Liaison positron in Tama.

T've enjoyed being back
out in the field and working
with producers.

For Period Beginning July 1, 2010 to Present

Original Allocation
Spent or Obligated on Practices
Balance Available as of January 2011

bmpleted

Water & Sediment Basins

Field Windbreak

Balance Available as of January 2011

$46,785.75

Resource Enhancement and Protection Program Cost Share Funds
Foresty/Native Grasses Original Allocation

Spent or Obligated on Practices $8292.75
Balance Available as of January 2011
Practices Original Allocation

Speht or Obligated on Practices. $3828.71

d from the Division of Soil Conservation

Original Allocation

Balance Available as of January 2011

Commissioner Expenses $442.65
$180.11

$30.99

Awards and Education $169.89
Conservation Districts of lowa dues $850.00
Misc 70.00

$61,747.29

$14,961.75

$9282.75
$990.00
$12:347.53

$8518.82

61.9 ac
1985 feet
11 each
2 each
4.6 acres
11.1 acres
1.9 acres
1 acre

$2060.00

$316.36

Recognizing the conservation efforts of lowa agriculture

Appraisal & Real
Estate Services
Traer -319-478-2990

Buckingham Co-Op
Buckingham - 319-478-2331

Traer Short Stop -

Traer - 319-478-8989

Weber's Plumbing,
Heating & AC

Dysart 319-476-2590

Farmers Mutual
Insurance Assn
Traer 319-478-2585

Dr. Dori Rammelsberg,
Chiropractor

Dysart - 319-476-4567

Heartland Coop
Traer - 319-478-2147

L. L. Owens
Traer - 319-478-2710

Traer SuperMarket
Traer 319-478-2680

Farmers Savings
Bank & Trust

Traer- 319-478-2148

Tama County Mutual Insurance
Association
Traer - 319-478-2710

Wrage Realty
Dysart -319-476-7070

Carl Luze Real
Estate
Dysart - 319-476-4949

Members 1st Credit
Union
Traer - 319-478-8044

Kaufman Tire
Traer- 319-478-8022

Tama Benton Co-op
Dysart 319-476-3666

Kenkel Law Office
Toledo - 641-484-8899

Goos Implement
Gladbrook - 641-473-2403

Pamida

Toledo - 641-484-5151

Benda Ag

Service
Elberon - 641-489-2946




