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IDA COUNTY, IOWA, SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

H. L. Elk, Chairman Galva, Iowa

W. F. Burow Battle Creek, Iowa

Wm., Rossow ‘ Battle Creek, Iowa
TREASURER

Ray Bresnahan Ida Grove, Iowa
SECRETARY

Paul Peterson, Extension Director Ida County
TECHNICIANS

Kenneth H. Burnett Soil Conservationist

Bruce W. Marcue Soil Conservationist

George W, Witters Conservation Aid

SOIL FERTILITY CANNOT BE IMFROVED
WITHOUT CONTROLLING SOITL EROSION
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INTRODICTION

The plan of action of the Distriet continmes to have the following main
objectives,

1., Gebting the farmer interested in Soil Conservation,

2, Helping him develop 2 conservation plan of action for his famm,
3., Providing him with any needed technicel assistance required to

vt thie plan into action,

Since the insuguration of the Secretary of Agriculture's Memorandum 1278
in 1962 it has been necessary in some cases to modify the above by applying
gten 3 before step 2, The installstion of some practices ahead of the basie
conservabion plen has sold meny farmers on the idea of a complete plan, This
idea has now been extended into our District farm planning yroéeédures which
will be discussed later,

Spage will not permit acknowledging all of the assistence this District has
received during 1953, However, the District wishes to express its thanks %o
all grouns and individusls for any assistence rendered., IListed below are the
major contributions to our district program in 1953,

U, 5. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service:

801l Congervotionist GS=0 « O months service

S04l Conservationist GS-.7 « 7 months gervice

$S0il Conservationist (S5 - 8 months gervice
Congervation Add 05l « 2 months service
Congervation Ald (5=2 « 10 months service
Transpordation, office space and supplies for the above,
{(U.8, Post 6ffice Department furnished office space,)

The Ida County Farm Bureau, fxtension Service, and the Iowa State
Extension Service cooperatimg with the U,3, Department of Agricultures

Agsistance from the County Fxtension Director in arranging meetings,
gchoole and other educational setivities and in wwerforming the duties
of Secretary for the District,

Ida County Agricultural Stebilization and Marketing Administration:

$3900 in off-get funds for the 1953 Agricultursl Conservation
Program and assistance in leying out contour guide lines,

Iova State Soil Conservation Committee

$_1944,00 TFor Clerieéal and Technical assistance,
$__438,44  TFor Miscellaneous expenses,



DEVELOPMINT OF INTHREST IN SO0II GONSVRVATION

As has been true in the past conservatiion payments now lnown a&s cost shares
of the fgricultural Stabilizetion and Conservetion Progran have influenced many
farmers to try some thege of conservatlon farming for the first time., During
1963, 749 fermers wers referred to the District techniclans for assistance with
congervation problems, Tor meny of these farmers thiz was their first contact
with conservation farming.

The Sioux City Progranm for Permenent Agriculture jointly sponsored by the
Sioux City Chanber of Commeree and the Journal Tribune publication continues to
attract many farmers bto perform & betier job of conservation, The District pare
ticivated in this nrogrenm agein this yesr and were given an area swerd for the
beat three conservetion farm plens in operstion, The farms represented in the
contest were ownsd and onerasted by Marvin Volkert, Veshtay Herlen Fredrichsen,
Holsteiny and Prwin Scimg, lda Crove,

There has been a veleran-onethe-farn training progrem in owmration in the
District since 1947, Soll Conservation is one of the main topics studied,
Turing the past year this part of the treining has been expanded to inelude some
of the theory of erosion losses, In years to come the trainess should be able to
provide their farmer neizhbers with the why of most conservation practices,

nring the past yesr the Loecal County Suverintendent of Schools in CO0TET S~
tion with the District hes been planning a conservation education program for
sehools under his control, This program will orobably be inmgurated in Septenmber
of 1054,

There ars four weekly newspapérs operating in the Districh, They have
ziven exeellent cooperation in publishing nevws and information we send them, It
{s unfortunate that none of them are in & position to prepars meny news articles
congerning conservetion without any assisteance from us,

EDUCATI WAL ACTIVITIES

Durins 19561 and 1952 the County Ixtension Director condusted leaders lLand
Tge Training School, The school is comnesed of four day-time sessims of gix
hours cach, Participants are selected and limited. Atbtendarce has been extrae-
ordinary. Fmphasis wos placed on the "why" rather than "how", Information wae
provided by Extension specizlists, ILack of personnel an’ facilities required
that this vrogram be given up in 1853 but plans have now been completed to re-
instate the program in 19564, These plens include & meoting place, date snd a
gomnlede schedule of instructors,

In order to gear our planning program %o the instruction given veterans in
their on-the«~farm training we continued %o give these individuals top priority
orn farm planning aid, This ensbles the trainee to have a farm emmservation plan
nearly comnletely in operation by the time he has finished hie formal training
gourse,



The District chairman has served on the County BExtension program planning
committes for the pest two years., The relationshin thus established has been
of matual benefit to both the District and extension prograns,

The contimuing change of policy and vnroceedure for the AC program, now
Imown as the ASC program, has resulted in considerable confusion among farmers,
Meetings, letters and news releases have been used to dlgseminate correct infor-
metion, Our work unit personnel and the local ASC committee enjoys the best of
warkins reletions and have performed together in = satigfactory mauner,

30IL CONSERVATION PARM PLANNING

As of December 31, 1953 the Digtrict had 308 active District Cooperators,
This includes 54 initial nlans, 23 advanced plans and 231 bagic farm vlans,

During the year the progressive farm planning vroceedure wng used, This
consisted of accepting requests for assistance (initial cooperators), holding
meetings with groups of these individuals and yroviding them with basic infore
mation sbout their farm (advanced cooperator), The final step was drawing up
a complete farm congervation vlan, When this plan wes finished and well on its
way to installation the farmer beceme & basic coopverator, The proceedure oub-
lined above permits eaech coonerator to rrogress with his farm conservation plan
at the speed best suited to him, Ve feel thet this is en dmnrovement over past
proceedures,

Turing the year the Fleod Control plans for the Bast Aldrich Oreek Watershed
were discarded, In i%s placé an alternate plan substituding 500 scres of terraces
for 20 structures was set up., The alternate plen will result in a large saving
of Federal funds. It also nrovides for more perticirvatiom by the local grour, Ve
feel that the plan provides better nrotection and more ¥lood Control for the
watershed than would have been provided by the originsl »ropesal, As socon ag
reluctance to terraces has been overcome the slternate Tlood Control plan will
be widely accepted,

APPLICAT ON AND SOIL CONSERVATION PRACTICE

Taring the 1853 year the technical personnel of this District rendered one
gite assistance to fermers in avrlying the following amounts of Soil Conserve-
tion practices,

Contour Farming 9812 acres
Terraces 284 acres
Contour Field Bounderies 3298 rods
Tile Drains 70,810 feet
Open Drains 6180 feot
Oublets & Waterways 11,400 feet
Frosion Control Dems 1

TMield Diversione 3700 feet



The Ide County ASC made neyments on the following amounts of conservation
nractices in 1953,

1953 1952
Standard terr-ces miles 0 5
Contour farming acres 26,252 28,228
Tile Drainage rods 1767 2208

Neither of these two t:bles of sccomplishments indieate the true extent of
soil conservetion within the District, They asre - resented here o8 the only
available data on the subject, Many Tarmers not now district cooperators have
established couservation measures on their farms, There ig no way of determining
the exact extent of this work,

PROBLIMS

The objective of the District continuss to be the influencing of 211 farm
operators to use each zcre of land according to its capabilitlies and to treat
cach acre according to its needs for protection and improvement, Dasically then,
ouy »rinciple vroblem is that of obtainins the interest of the remaining 1000
farmers in the District and in setting them to start & program of nlanned cone
garvation on their land,

The princinle problems to be overcoms b a conservation nlan are listed
below in the order of thelr imnortance:

1., ©Sheet erosion or losg of soil from hill sides,
2., Mainténance of fertility.

3. Selection and msinbenance of eron rotationsg best suited to soil
type end lay of the land,

4, Grassed waterwnys and sully control,
&, Veed control.

T™e vrobable return of screage contrels for corn in 1954 will result in o
recurrence of an old problem, The »roblem is the avperent inequality that will
result when farmers! corn acreages are reduced after they hove already made a
reductior in corn acreage in line with good land use, A new method should be
devised where corn acreage allottments are not based so mueh on historicel scrcages,



PROGRESS SUMMARY
INA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATICON DISTRICT
ESTABLISHYD - ¥¥EB, 19, 1945
Work Unit Office Opened - March 13, 1946

Subeiatershed Groups Orgenized
Soil Conservation Surveys (Acres)

Basie Conservation Plans (Neo.)
(ac.)

Mvanced Conservetion Plans (le.,)
(2c.)

Initial Conservation Plans (No,.)
(Ac.)

Aeres Contour Laid Oub
Miles Terraces Puilt

Tdueational Meetings Held (lo.)
(Attend)

Tile Lines (feet)
News Ardicles

Demonstrations and Tours (No,)
(Attend)

Redio Telks

Birthday Party (Vo,)
(Attend)

10,2953
1

6800

1938
23
4522
10891
9512

10
76

70,210

26
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14
82,308

43,436
33
4532

10881

8

117
3683

106,591
178

46
684

3

7
1350
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H, L. ¥k, Chairmen
Ida County 501l Conservation District






