MILLS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL REPORT 1977/78
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- Figcal year '78 is now histbry. There is nothing we can say or do that can
alter the events of the year. However, we would like to take this opportunity to
share with you some of the things that occured in the district during the year.

Each year more stress is put on the conservation of our natural resources.
More committees are formed, more research done, more laws passed, more enforcement
of the laws we already have. All in the name of conservation.

If we are to see to the needs of our own people, it is just plain, bold
fact that we need the research, the committees, the laws and the enforcement.
Conservation of our natural resources is a very real problem, We, as Soil Conser-
vation District Commissioners are doing our best to help solve these problems.
But, we need your help. It's everyone's problem and it will take everyone's
help to alleviate it.

We would like to take this opportunity to say "THANK YOU" to the Department
of Soil Conservation, Soil Conservation Service, Agricultural Stabilization
Conservation Service, Iowa Conservation Commission, Corner Conservation Development
Community, County Extension, Schools, Service Clubs, Banks, Churches, Newspapers,
Radio Stations and all the many other groups who helped us carry out a successful
soil and water conservation program.

A special "THANK YOU" goes to the more than 100 individuals and businesses
in Mills County who sent donations to further our program. We are very proud
of our cooperator club. And, we certainly appreciate their generous support.

We, the Commissioners of the Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District

respectfully submit this annual report for Flscal Year '78 to you, for your review
and consideration,

Albert T, Washburn, Chairman Henry Pein, Assistant Commissioner

Harold Tackett, Vice-Chairman Paul Hathaway, Ass't. Commissioner

Glen Sell,  Commissioner Viola Hathaway, Ass't, Commissioner
Roger Jackson, Commissioner vid Snow, Ass't. Commissioner

Richard Biermann, Commissioner

]



STANDARD SOIL SURVEY : -2=

Ten years ago, in our 1968 fiscal year annual report, we t0ld you =~=--
“Tach year brings us closer to the problems affecting everyone ~- such as water
suprly end polluticn, recreational arca development, erosion, flood and sediment
problems ia cities and urban aveas. However, heading the list is the unending
thirst for knowledge ebout our soil. It is the desive of this district that
regotiations for a Ste ndaxrd Soil Survey in Mills County be finalized this year."

Well, as stated before, that was 10 years ago. As of Janmary 1978, the
‘ iL Survey for Mills County is complete. All the narrative written,
mape inked emd sent to Des Moimes for checking and then to the printers.

We hexe had many regquests for the printed copy of the Soil Survey. We
do not have ithem yet. It may be as many as five years before we receive them
er, However, the lni'ownatlon cozluamed in this survey is available
to you at cur éistrict office, :

The Standard Soil Survey is a cooperative venture between the Soil Conser-

vation Serv: ce, Mills County Board of Supervisors, Iowa State Tmiversity and
the State Department of Scil Conservation. /Y7

Thank vou, each and every one of you, who had a hand in this project.

WATERSHEDS N

IULE CREEK ~- The woxk nlan for l'lv.le Creek Watershed was develoned in
September 195)4 and the last structure in the watsrshed completed in 1956 Infor-
mation of land use, £oil losses and rein fall have been gathercd by the Soil
Conservation Service, Agricultural Research Sewxvice (ARS) and the U.S. Weather
Bureav., This information ig being corrolated by the ARS along with new studies
%0 determine the accuracy cof the Intermational Soil Lo 3 Formula. By using the
information gathered in Mule Creek over the past years, it will be possible to
determine the accuracy of the present soil loss unormatlon by comparing it
with actual conditions.

PONY CREEX -- The watershed woxrk plan for Pony Creek was developed in
iarch 1961. Since that time, thcre has been many ups end downs in the watershed.
Eowever, time has brought pYOZTess. toward completion. of the waterxshed,  Today:
only cne major work of improvement. remaine to be flm.shed, namelv the . )4 3. mles
of channel lm_provement across the Missouri ‘bottomlands. It is hoped th::.s can
be O-J..L.Q.?.G"'Gd. in the very near future, as 2 contract has been awarded to the
Dave Az_ms,_tmng Co. .. InC. of Ames, Iowa, Woric is to start this summer.. .

Bl

WAUBONSIE CREEK -- ‘An faxr as ‘age gceg, Waubf\" J.e Creek 1s the "ba.by" of
the Mills County watershed family, The first structure was built in 1976.
Since then, .two. more have been completed and two are under counstruction at this
time. The dlstr:l.ct has been working feve-r'lshly to obt tain the needed .casements
80 _rothe* contract can be let. This watershed has met alot of stumbling blocks
and" we'would certalnly 1_ke to see it progress m a more t:.mely Dammer, . . -

208722 WHAT ig 20877

Tha Umted States Congress has paased Publlc wa 92-¢OO which states that
all .Lal’es, rlvev's a.nd streaLs w111 be swmma.ble and fishable by 1083. -

'Sect:?.on 208 of this law contains a provision which does not allow citizens
involvemen* but requires it. Citizen involvement must take place during the
plarning process, not by simply allowing the public to comment on the plans, after
they have been desveloped. Citizen participation must be an integral pars of the
planning procdess, ) S . : »

At local Countv Resource Coordinating Committee meetings last year, you
elegtad Harold Tackett as Chairman, Ruth Stevens, Secretary of the local committee.
You also elected Richard Biermann to represent you on the Western Iowa Conservancy
District Advisory Committes and Roger Jackson to represent you on the Southern Iowa
Conservancy Digtrict Advisory Committee. '

More 'local neeti ings will be held during the next two. years to es afbliéh

atand: vls for the statewide 208 Water Quality Management Plan, We look forward
o youn mocrt a....d a.ttendan e at these m eetings. \



LAND PRESERVATION POLICY COMMISSION -

This commission is the direct result of House File 21 that the legislature
passed in 1977 wanting local input for the Land Preservation Policy Cormigsion,
At that time they set up a procedure where a local temporary commission would
be appointed. Extension was given the responsibility of getting ‘this group in
function and counties the size of Mills County there was to be 3 members from the
County Board of Supervisors, namely: Austin Bass, Walter Marshall and Vl“gll
Curtis; 3 members from the District Soil Conservation Commiss: cners, namelys
Roger Jackson, Harold Tackett and Richard Blevmam and 3. mem‘be"“ 1om ‘chby
councils and mayors,. n.amely° Gene Schatz, Clalr Clark axid Roger JoHJ“or’

Thls grcup was organlzed in August 0rbf977 aﬂdrth 58 manv meetings
and three public hearings, trying to come up with“a fea §ib14" plan’for land :
preservethn, il ey o el dek

Fbllow1ng are the temporary land preserva ion policy commission recommendationéf
from Mills County: : : RS

1. We question the need for a land use commission when a county has-a comprehensive
~plan that ingludes land use. .

2, A county land usSe commission should be the final authority on the development
and implementation of all land use policies within the county. The commission
should be representative elected OfflClalS from both urban and rural interests
within the county. ..r.. . .-

3e Agrlcultural land sultable for food and fiber productlon should be preserved.
Solls need to be 1dent1f1ed as to best crop or crops they are eunted for.

L, We would encourage the county comprehen31ve plan to des1gna rndustrlal9
re51dent1a1, and recreatlonal development areas for Nille‘Co‘_ty,

5.‘ We would encourage ‘the county zoning ordinance to have spe01flcatlons for
- development of industrial, resldentlal and reCreatlonal development areas
‘within Mills County.

6. We encourage municipalities to develop zoning ordinances to enhance land use
within the 1ncorporated towns of Mills County."~
1/~.. !
T, We discourage the constructlon of newly created hlghways and county roads and
encourage a study for the purpose of closing unused and low used roads.
2 ol
Qt Extractlve mineral 1qdustr1al arecas will be operated as long as economically

feasible,and then reclagmed Procedures should be established whexreby newly

found deposits could be utilized with reclaimation of beautlfwcatlon for
recreation at a future date considered.

9. We encourage more total funds, but the continued present rate of ificéntives to
promote and use soil conservation practices,

10. Preservation of scenic landscapee, historical sights, and valuable geological
f‘ormationtiemencouraged°

11. The legislature should consider revision of the "Eminent Domain" law to give a
prevailing annual compensation for easement to landowrerso‘

12. When rallroads are abandoned we favor adjoining’ 1andowners being offered the
rlghts—of—way flrst and they not be cons1dered for publlc use.

13. We are opposed to u31ng publlc funds for-buylng developmental rlghts to Drlvate
land.

14. When DEQ guldellnes cause’ change of land to ‘alternéte productlon practices,
they should show profltable flnan01al potentlal from the recommended cha.ng;e°

15. The State Department of Archeology should have a restrloted tume table pertaln_m.O
to maximum length of time they can hold up construction projécts. ¢



PL-95-192 RESOURCES CONSERVATION ACT OF 1977 e -L-

The purpose of RCA is to ensure that the conduct of programs administered
by the Secretary of Agriculture for the conservation of soil, water, and related
resources shall be responsive to the long-term needs of the nation.

The Soil Conservation Service must take specific actions on its own and in
cooperation with conservation districts, State soil and water conservation agencies,
and other natural resource agencies in order to meet the requirements of the act.
Further, maximum participation in the RCA process by groups, organizations and the
general public is a primary objective of the act and is necessary to ensure that
SCS programs respond to the public's needs.

Development of the National RCA program must begin at the local level where
the resources-are located and’ manéged, ‘Iocal people wish to express their concerns
about our resources and these procedures give them the opportunity to do so. S.C.S.
District Conservationists in cooperation with conservation district officials are
to hold public meetings to determn.he ¢itizen concerns and needs.

» A1l orga.nizatlons, groups, agencies; &nd J.ndlvz.duals who desire to be included
- in resource appraisal and program development are: urged to partic:.pate.‘

bty c.c. D.C o ,
CORNER CONSERVATION DEVELOPMEINT COMMUNITY

A big boost to the conservat:.on program in Mills County has been the Cormer
Conservatlon Development Commun:x.ty or CCDC, Let me tell you a little about this
organization. Two commissioners from each of the four southwest counties, MJ.lls,
Fremont, Page and Montgomery formed a non-profit organization called the Corner .
Conservation Development Community or CCDC. It is a very conservation oriented
organization, The directos of the CCDC have entered into a contract with the Office
of Programming and Planning and with Title VI money, have hired five (5) technicians
and one clerk, to help in the four counties. In Mills County, we have a technician,
Edward Marshall and the Clerk, Mike Winchester.

" The intentions of the program are to give these CETA persons an adequate
training experience so they can qualify for permanent positions with $.C.S. or’
the Department of Soil Conservation. Since the beginning of the program,-we have
a 50% conversion average and 50% of our CETA personnel are veterans. We feel
that this program is serving the county two fold., First, we are training yourrg
people in a needed occupation and two, the employees are doing valuable work,
These employees work in the district offices of the four counties and one technician
in the area office in Shenandoah, It is a very worthwhile program and we would
like to see it continued. -~ S 3

Our thanks to the Corner Conservation Development Community. . .

~ ¥

- DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

T7-T77  Conservation tour -- 16 adults and 30 young people from Virginia.
- Watershed inspection held in Pony, Mule and Waubonsie Creek Watersheds,"

8-77 County Fair Booth . ' '
Pre-bidders tour for 23-1 a.nd 23—2 Waubons:.e Creek Watershed X

9-77 Slide and conservation talk given to DAR and 6th grade at Malvern School.

Bid opening for 23-1 and 23-2 Waubonsie Creck Watershed, Stanley Co.
low bidder,

10-77 Commissioner Bill Stacy resigned. Richard Biermann replaced him,
Slide talk given to Malverm Methodist Church group.
Mills SCD co-sponsored Soils Judging Contest.
Last Acre ceremony held for Standard Soil Survey.
Painting Contest held.

11-77 Costello and Hyde's LTA's were approved,

Washburn, Tackett, Grissom, Maaske and Stevens attended Annual Conference
in Fort Dodge.



DISTRICT ACTIVITIES (cont.) -
12=77 Connie Lee terminated as CCDC Clerk., Mike Winchester replaced her.
1-78 Preston Grissom interviewed by George Thompson for Project 7.
2-T8 Sé.il_ .'E;cientists transferred to Pottawattamie County.

3-78 Commissioners and: Clerk attended Spring Regional meeting in Red Oak.

Contractors Meetlng was held. : ,

L-78 Randy Reafleng worked for 6 weeks under student work agreement thh S C S. -
and Iowa Western Community College. o5 Lt }

5-78 Lisa Tyn'ei", S.C.S. Soil Conservationisgt’ trainee’began work.

6-78 S:Lte M—1 Waubons:.e CreeksWe.tershed was accepted. s BTy Fioa Pt aEr: o
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I-M Budget [mmn.. Commiss:.oner mlleage and Offlce expense —— T T
Total allocation 4 $206h 32 “
Commissioner expenses: ~ /- - . . ~988.85 - g il
Offlce Supplies’ i Pk UL e 910.94 B =5 ik
Rental for fitgirhalls etc. By s 3500 - 13- 4 e T FIRPONE TR
Materials for ‘demonstrations = L2.05 i Lt spesnege s vl e Bt
Office expense 87 h8
g Tk v : D oglidoaw ‘ e : ur opRtereey B il
Total expended "".Ei'fﬁ' 4 by oo , »’T B s $206h 32

II-M Budget - State Personnel sa.lames, Fdravel and off:l.ce equipment
Total allocation - ihit §22,719.58

Travel =~ P g o gy A IeE
Equipment & repair ' fuiw 5 o8 1T Fuee
Gross salaries for Clerk & St. Aid  18,977.00- e
State Share of IPERS 996.L40 frs
State Share of FICA 1,129.28
State Sha.re of Insurances : 9811 :
\l NL s 3 Wi o i 3 5 ,~'\“ - ) g 1 (T y . Pk A S R PO i
'I‘otal expended S AR HTow F $22,719.58 s MR Ty
III-MBuwdgets »i7 1iCogt-Share - . b ol . ok i
1973/74  Total spent 429,238.77 :
Le ¢ T s TERLOY -l TR by
197)4/75 ~T0'bal spent ¢ s TR 22 hh.2 OLI. Lo riobdevy ..o , OE N A U Es e
75/76 Total spent I 2’4 737 23 |
T6/71 Total allocated 79,560.50
Total spent 79,413.00
Total balance 147.50
77/78 Total allocated TT,000.00
Total spent 76,821.13
Total balance 17867
OFFICE STAFF AREA OFFICE STAFF
Louis P, Grissom, D.C, Exrwin 0. Aust, A.C.
Leo VanFosson, Cons. Tech. Richard Birchmier, Area Engineer
Richard Maaske, St. Eng. Aide Marjorie E, Meyer, Area Clerk

Lisa Tyner, Soil Cons. Trainee
Ruth E. Stevens, State Clerk
Edward Marshall, CCDC Technician
Michael Winchester, CCDC Clerk



ACCOMPLISHMENTS -6-

REPORTABLE ITEM NO. AC, FT,
District Cooperators . 25 6266
Individuals & Groups Assisted 170
Ind. & groups applying practices o7
Resource Conservation Plans 27 1,689
Res. Cons, Plans Revised 10 1268
Inventory & BEvaluations . L
Inv, & Eval., for Res, Planning 5
Referrals serviced 61
Contouring 106441
Grade Stab. Structure 1
Minimm Tillage . 1710
Pasture and Hayland Planting R 1
Basin Terraces * . 7 LL00
Level Terraces . A B o & B prgow wi BIoan L2125
Parallel Terraces oo AT TS B et peode A manl LiN15296
Subsurface drains et A 260, .

W:lellfe Upland Habitat Mgt. PP I o 3k E e S
Cropland Adq. Treated . . spou v g0 JH-rusestmms 1)470 5 g ¥
Pasture and Hayland Adq Trea.ted o rahe st L Bl sE T P S
Grassland to Cropland ° v, 100

. Woodland to Cropland 3

D. 's COMVIENTS

During flscal year '78 we have had all of the elements aga.lnst us at one:

time or amother, : Drought, heavy rains, wind and hail -=" and. because of each of
them, we have 1ost more and more pf our. to;p soil, _ e

True, we don't have any jum.sd:.-ct:.on over the weather = burtn- we' do haVe
Jjurisdiction over the top soil. Ag'ridultural research -and-Bome concﬁmed farmers
have proved there are ways of keeping our top soil in place.. 7

The need for additional emphasis on conservation tlllage should be the
challenge for all of us in the new year. I strongly believe that this one
practice can do more to save our top soil than any other single plractice.
Combined with other conservation practices; such as terraces, it's a real winner.

The advantages of conservation tillage or leaving 3000 lbs/ac. per year of
residue on the surface does not stop with just conserving the soil. It holds the
moisture too and gives it a chance to soak in. It conserves fuel and time and
therefore money. It's a dollars and sense proposition.

Ernest E. Behn, a retired S.C. S.'r has written a book titled "More Proflt
with Less Tillage". We have several copies of this book in the District Office.
The book is well written, in everyday language and says what I have beéen trying
to tell you, in a better way. We would be more than happy to loan you a copy
of Mr. Behn's book to read.

The past year has been a busy one. We have been involved in so many facets
of conservation. Land Use Preservation, 208, RCA, RC&D, Erosion Control Inventories,
Work Loan Analysis etc, and still the field work progresses at a rapid pace.

I see no summer slack period, in construction of practices, with the A.S.C.S.
"Diverted Acres" program 1n force. L s

- Stop in and see us when' you're in' Meiiveim mad wetll be happy to sit down with
Yyou and discuss a conservation plan for your farm, Half a 80il conservation plan
is better than none --- but why be "half safe?"

Preston Grissom, D.C. ple




