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ANNUAL REPORT

POWESHIEK COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Tho coromif'sioners of the Powoshiek County Soils

Conser-'a+^.pn Diptrxc-b wish to present; to t?he farmors<

all cooporetirg groups, an<3 othQrs in the county

in'fcerested in soils oonser'wa.-fcion this report:, pf tho

progress of the distirjlot for the ye&r 1947 apd the

(Wfclpok for 1948 *
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ANNUAL REPORT — 1947

FOWESHIEK COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Tho Powoshiok County Soil Consorvation District during its two year* of opera'bions
has mado good progress a This progress has come about; mainly beoauso the district has

made good uso of local neighborhood loadors. This loadorship h&s aoooptQd responsibil-
loios which are necQssary and can only be carried out by individuals having frequent
and close contacts with thoir nsighbors. Some of "bhe important rosponsibilities handled
by these men aro:

1. Breaking down wrong opinions, such as "soil conssrva-bion can be put off'1 or

'consorva'bion is only needed on worn-ou'fc ftirms"

2. Gonvincing his neighbors that soil consGrvation is practical and profitable
5« Domonstrating that; fc.rmars can QRtablish many of the practicos without ass-

istanca
4, Arranging IQCF\I 'T.oe'bir^c and demonstrations and assisting with on-site train-

ing jobs

Each year of dieti'icb op^rivhior.s, ic bQcomos moro apparent that; tochnical assis-
tanoo is becoming more Unr-too« ^o also appreciato that thoro novor will bo enough
po.i.d workers to give on-si-L-e e.ssLst&noo to overy farmor* Thorcforo, new techniques,

mothoas or ways aro noGdod to train farmers to do most; of the job thomselvGs,

The demand for assistance points out •that the paid workers must be alert, well-
tirainod and coopcrativo, and can make a real contribution if the disfcrict program and

operations &ro well planned and ac-bivo,

The work of the PowGshick Coun'by Soils District is dircotcd by tho conmixssionors
consisting of J« J* Boatman, chairman; Hov/ard Soars; and ^Imor Dunnick. L<» D. Brown»

County Extonsion Diractor, sorvos as socro-bary, Elmor Dunnick was rc-olooted commiss-
ionor for a •form of six years at an olcctsion hold in tho county courthouso in Montezuma',
Saturday ovoning, June 14, 1947, Tho tochnic&l work for tha district is under -bho sup-
orvision of Morton C, Jamos and Roborfc Lord. Richard Hoguo also assisted during the

y.-ar 1947 until his -bransfer, Lyall Mitcholl is District Consorva-bionis-fc.

A great doal has boon said and published, cspocially -bho past year by organization.
agendas, institutions, and individuals about duplication and overlapping, Tho Powos-
hxck District has not oxporionccd duplioa'bion or overlapping of efforbs, and i-fcs com-
missionors arc of t;ho opinion tha-b if suoh a situation exists olscv/hGro, i-fc is mainly
because: (l) ^\o District program and plan of operations arc not too dofinito, Vfoll
planned, or clc-arly -m3Gr;--tood 'by -bho aganciGS, organizations, institutions, and in" '

dividuals who aro in a po3ibion to assist;. In othor v^ords—"thoy do not undsrstand tho
job or how to got; it dono':» (2) Each org&niza-fcion or agoncy is not willing to make

its contribution. (3) '^ha local governing body is not accQp-bing its rGSponsibili-bies.

Tho Powoshiok District commissionors belicvG that thoro should be a long-Umo

soil conserva-bion program which is of national scopo. Tho soil conservation district
movomont provides suoh a programj and if many di fficul-fcics arc cncounfcorod it; is be-
cause of the lack of gcnerc.l unders-fcanding and the spirit of ooopora-bivcncss,



EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

The soil improvement; and conservation program in Powcshiok County is doveloping
vary successfully, ^'ith the county having boon sc-btlod only 100 years and v.'-i'fch ovor
ono-half of the' top soil now orodod or worn away, soil improvumcnt; and conservation
is bo coming ono of the most importan'fc cduo^tions.l progrp-.ms in the county. This pro-
gram is a cooperative Gntcrprizo bctvircon •bho Extension Service, Soil (uionsorvo.tion
Service, c-nd the Soil onservation Distriot, The Extonsion Sorvico Pcrsonnol directs

Educational work.

The Soil Consorva-fcion Dis-fcric-fc program is bcinr; dcvolopod around local groups.
.rb is realized t-hat individual work is too slow and inoffootivc, so -bhc- group effort;'

is used, i'Shcra interest is evidenced in soil cons'jrvation, group mcc-bin^s aro arrangcc1

through a loador in "fcho comn-iuni^y, ftLrmcrs in 'fchc aroa invitod to thcso mcotings and
tho soil oonscrv&tion program outlined to thorn by rcprGscntativcs of t;ha Soil Consor-

vation. Service, ono of "fcho soil commissioners and the Ex-bc-Qsion Director, After an

xplanation of the program has been made and if -bhore is enough interest; in tho group
' o mako it worthwhile, a rc-qwst for ^0^1 (-; onsarvation Sarvico holp is signed by those.
prosont and a leader solcctod for tho group, ^-his request for help is thon actod upon

by tho coun'by commissioners who place a priority for work'on "fcho request and tho soil

-Gcohnicians thon go aho&d with the dovoloping of farm plans as rapidly c.s possible •

A scric-s of contour demonstrations wore hold during the month of -"-pril. In -the
. re&.s vrhorc soils groups wero organizod, the; soils technicians hold domonstra-bions •

o tho other areas domonstrations zvcro hold by the Coun'fcy Extension Director anc}

;orrcstRoad, of tho AAA. DGmonstratiDns wcro hold a-b tho farms of A, A< Scars, Chos-fcor
'•'ownship; Dick Soolc-nd, Chos-fcor Tovn-iship; Arfchur Kc'llcr, Madison '^'o-'-mship; Bruoo

:1strom, Jofforson Township; Shirloy Eichhorn, Grant Toxmship; Lylc Bc.uman, Malcom Town-
-hip; 'P. V, Gallaghcr, Bear Crock Township; Louis LlcCost;or, Vforrcn Tovj-nship; Robort
^-urns, Sco-bt Township; Harloy Hillman, Lincoln 1'ownship and Marvin Yfetson, Sugar Creok

-ownship» Thoso domonstrations vrerc attended by approximately 150 people,

A vary successful Soils Fiold Day VTC.S hold on t;hc Brucc Livingston farm noar Monto-

".uma, Sop-bcmbor 3,' 1947, This event was sponsored by the Powc'shick County Soils Dis-
•trial; in ooopor&tion with -bhc Ext;cnsion Sorvi.oo and the' Farm Burcrm. Comrai'fctoos vrero
appointod for looking after tho plans of •fcl-;is ovont;, A chairmp-n was soloctcd for Ga.ch

of the* throe planned a.otivitic's and oommittecs appoin'fccd to secure maohinoryj seed and

look aftor o'fchor plc-ns of tho event. Events schodulc'd consisted of contour plo-wing
oorrbost;, watcrwc.y dcmnnstra-fcion, and p'---.sturc iinprovomont; domonstr&tion; but due tv

ox-brcmoly dry wc-G.thor, i-b wc.s only possible to hold the wG.tGrway dcraonst;rat;ion» A
difcch approximately 100 rods long wc.s filled by •fcho aid of bulldozcrs and farm plows.

Tho wat;c-rw&y was shaped, rosocdod and ravlchod, ^s a part of the demonstration, bull-

dozors. grubbed out a number of trees, Approximatoly 750 people a-btcndcd this dcmon-

s-bro/bion.

Plans arc being discussed for p.n cvon largc-r and more expansive clonienstration -P':T

•bha noxt; year,

A for-fcilizcr mooting vras held in the Brooklyn Town Hall on Docombcr 3, 1946, vd.th

^lr,, Horace Chcncy from -bhc Extonsion Sorvxoo discmssing fcr-bilizcr problems of focd

and fer-bilizor companies.



Sovoral meetings wero hold in •bho oounty to discuss tho uso of commercial fGrt;-
ilizorSj» It was found that -fchore is a ncod for considorablo education among farmers

on the subject of commarcial fortilizcrs. Some- of tho companios soiling fortilizors

in the county hc.vo attomptcd to dispose- of at-iy fertilizer which they mi-ght hrivc on

hand, in spito of whether or not -bho fertilizer was adaptod to this c.r'ja. It; is plan-
nod to conduct more meetings on the- use of fcrtilizors during tho coming yos.r • It is
es-fcimatcd the.t a total of 1,000 tons of conmorcial fertilizers \\rc:s applied in tho county

and no&rly 50,000 tons of limes-bono spread during -bhe p.'-'.st yoar,

In planning tho work for another year groups arc to bo orgo-nizcd in aroas of -fcho
"»anty which have not boon reachod with a dofinito soils program. It is felt that by

Lpganizing groups in thoso &roas -hhat; soil conscrw.tion work will grovr in, not; only
'Lhrough the individual farms in the pr ogr^m, bu-b also by these farms serving as dsm-
onstiritions for adjourning farms, ^t is inpossiblo to rGc-ch ovory farmer wi.th a do-

finit;o soil program, SomQ of tho oonsGrTO.'bion work v/111 h&vo •bo bo dono by farmers
taking it; upon •fchomsolvcs -bo do the wor&»

FIELD OPERATIONS

-^oil Consorva-bion Planning Groups

Two soil oonsorvr.tion planning groups were organized in 1947 - one in Sugar CreG-k
;znd ono in Lincoln toi-vnship. '^hese, added to old groups, increased tho total of 20

groups. Boar Croek and Scott aro now the only unrepresontcd townships,

*

In tho dovelopmont of farm plans Group No. 12 (Adolbcr-b Sears, chairman) was

nractically finished by tho end of the year. Eight groups, containing approximatoly

'1.50 farms, -bharofore remain -bo start -bho now yGc.r^

Oonsorvation Plans

Fif-by ono farmors vrQrc assisted in "bhG propara-fcion of cons^rva-bion plans in 1947,
This is a roduction from the 86 proparcd in 1946, and was GKpGotod duo to a much greatc

proportion of the -bGchnicians* timo boing roquirod in applying -bho prc.ot;iGcs plannod

•fchc previous year.

Apparontly, in-boros^ among farmers in dovoloping farm plans is as good as ever
and a high pc-rccntago of those s.-bfconding £;roup planning moot.in^s o®,mo through wi-bh

conservation programs. Those who have dropped ou-b quito offccn have not a-btcndcd tho
original organization miotin.^s, and have not had a vary clear idea of wha-b it •VIQ.S all

ab out •

Application of Consc-rva.tjon Prao'bioGS

Takon as a whole -b^is has bean & e;ood year for &pplxoa-bion of oonsorvation on •fcho

land,

Thorc have 'boon some bad spots duo mostly t;o wca-bhcr. In •bho line- of crops,
nothing looked too good regardless of how well done. A normally good practice looked
liko a "bad prao-bioo -fchis year, During June when -bhc rains woro pouring down it w^s

too wot to cuXtiva-bo oorn and Gvon though rov/s were on fcho contour no ridges vrorc pro-

scn-b to impodo soil loss. And finally, whon the soil bcc&mc dry enough to cultivatG,
no more wa-bor oamo to ssvo or to cause orosion. At bcs-b corn got off to a very lato
start, was woody and nothing to adrairo. Likowiso, -bho same- vrc.s truo v.rith corn planted

up and down hill.



f1orago crops wore slow in early spring duo to cold wot; wcathor. Trhcn tho rains

chopped and tho woathcr began getting hot, blucgrass and red olovor-'bimo'fchy moadov^s
started browning while alfalfa-bromo meadows romainod groon and sucoulcn'fc* As •bho
orouth con'binuod bluo grass and timothy pastures concollod clear out*

Progress in terracing got off •bo a good start in the spring bu-b dry soil condi-

tions in lQ.to summer and ftill made the job out of -bhc quos'bion* Approximc.tGly 10

milos of torraciis wore construotcd in 1947»

Good progress hs.s boon made in the shaping of gullios for grassod v.ratorvrci.ys •
^onio of this has 'boon done wi-fch ordinary fUrm c-quipmont; but moro commonly with bull-
o^cr outfits, •"•pproximataly 32 milos of \^aterway vr:<.s shs-pod for sacding •this past
annioro

On many farms a large uncon-fcrollod gully prcvonbcd dovcloprnont; of a satisfactory
'"onsorvation plan. During 1947 a good start ms raado in gully control work, Ono

R-bruc-fcuro hsis boon completed on the Marion Palmer farm in Union Township, With -b ho

nssistcLncc ofEnginccring toohnician, Dilman Moo-bhart, plans arc being mado for struc-fc-
•-.ros on four additional farms which will 'ba construo-bod in 1948• Thoro is a nood and

-ict-ivo domand for such engineering c.ssist-anco fcir in oxo^ss of fcho distric'fcs ability

uo supply,

Much intorcst; has boon shown in filing* No doubt much of this is duo to good

-rlarin incomo and the rooon'b wet weathor. Progress lias boon rot&rdod by laok of tilo and

•'-ilGrs, and as -bhcso bottlonocks arc Gliminatod, activity will pick up,

Four farm ponds wcro finished during tho y'-cir and one which was built; a year
GEi.rliGr (the Roy Ufctor pond) wa.s stockGd to bluogills and bass, Moro ponds vj-ill bo

ready for stocking next; fall.

Proliminary conclusions from tho field trails vrith grasses and lcgumos in tho

district indicato that Alta Foscuc may bo useful for rotation hay, partly substituting
for timothy and bromo. According -bo Mr, Goorgc Wilson on who so farm tho -brial wan
locatod, Alta Foscuo seems •bo do qui^o a bit bG-fctar on poor soil than brom,o is moro
drouth rcsis-bant; than timo-fchy, and makes a good scod crop which is o&sy -bo handle*

Birdsfoot -fcrcfoil and ladino clover bo-bh os-fcablishcd good stancls and look promis-

ing but it is too early to say much about; thoir pas-buring qu&.li'fcioa,

Assistance Given "bo Groups Organized But No-b Plannod

During February and March jus-b prior to tho spring layout season, mcc-bings were
hold in all organiz cd groups - both those which had been planned and •fchoso which

organized only.

With tho plo.nnod groups this provided the moans of sct-bin^ up o. schcdulo of work
or assistance calcnd&r sG.ving "bimo for •fcho technician as vrc-11 s.s the fp.rmer* Mth

the unplanned groups tho meetings sorvcd •to s-bimulato intcros-b, -to oncourago applicant;!:

to install consorva-bion praoticos not noGding assistanGc and again to give tho •bochnic..
ian an idea what help WG.S noQdod, when and how much*

It has been the policy of -fcho district -bo mako group applicants second in priorit
only to farmers with farm plans in ox-fcanding •fccchnxoal assist".ncQ» In lino v;ith ^his
policy sovoral individuals havo bcon holpcd with watorv.rays, small struc'burcs, noncis,

torracGs, •tiling and s codings throughout; tho yoar,



As a service to organized groups contour demonstrations woro held in sovoral of
tho unplannod groups by dis-fcriot tcohnicians. This can be- continued in 1948 if de-

sirod or perhaps sorao-bhing a li-fc-blo moro advancod may be dcmnnstratcd suoh as alter nato

strip cropping*

W, S., MoLonnon and Son, and Russell Mnburn, farmers oooporating wi-fch the district

in the production of Fischor bromograss seed, harvested seed crops amounting to somo-

thing ovor 100 pounds por acro in August;. Each coopciro.tor ho.d approxim.-t.tely 6 acre's,
This is an avorago good yiold for tho first; yGarls sood crop. If this bromo passos
cortification roquircncnts the district vri.ll bo cnti-blcd to 25 per con-fc of this scod
for r'oissuo -bo othor prospoctivo sood producers in tho county^

PROBLEMS AND OUTLOOK

Eduoational

Educational ac-fcivi-bics in this district; have bcon very good in tho past and thoro
must bo no slackening in this respec-b in thQ fb-buro bocauso there are s-fcill m£?.ny peo-
plo to roach* This includes act only many farmers who arc not; aoquc.intod with or laok

the desire to s'bart; consorva-bion, bu-fc also many non-opora-bing owners who foel that t;ho
land should oontinue to produce without any necessi-fcy of ro-burning plant food and fer-
tilizers, Vfc comm©nd •fcho many comin.orcial groups who have takon up tho "call to con-
servation" ana urgo them to con-cinue the good workn

Formation of Additional Groups

The oommissionors have in the past urged and have assisted in tho formation of
groups wi-bh t ho rosul-fc -bh&l; 20 groups havo boon formod -bo date with 12 groups having
boon taken -bhrough planning mestings. Af-bcr a study of tho gttugi+iion^ -bho conmiission-
ors have decided -bhat it may bo best for an organiz.od group no-b •bo havo •fco vjeii-b too

long for assistance in planning as they t;ond to loso in'bcrost;, bu'b •bo assure that thoro

aro suffioiGnt groups to supply tho planning nc-ods for a ssason in advance. Eowovcr,

they will not discourago any group from organizing which dosirosi to do so. From in-

terost shown by various individualfi in diffcront localities, it; is evident tha.t; moro
groups could be organized if only a li'fctlo oncourc.goncn-fc werG givsn»

High Pr 3. oos

Thoro is a vary strong tompta-bion to continuG tho high porcon'fcago, of clean tilled
"crops on Und which r;r.y have' had too much corn and boons during tho rcoorrb zvar years,
Keeping in mind tha-fc high production is necossary^ -fcho commissioners urge o&ch farmor

•bo seriously study -bho ncod of using good rotations because it; is so oasy •to IOSG thru
"crpsio'n n'orc th-.n is ^ain'-'d^ by forocd producUon and high pricos. There arc no short

cuts to high orgc-nio conton'fc ^nd v.asc- land use.

Conservation Practicos

Even though the -bhought on the formation of groups has been modified, it doos not

effec-b the starting of -fcho use of simple .practices such as contouring, preparation of

grassod wc.tQrw^yQ, and pasture improvc'mont; • Thru domonstrations and assistanco oven

by noiglibors, every farraar should uso -bhcso whcro nccdod,

It is cxpoctcd that thorQ vail 'be- another incrcaso in the amoun'b of assis-banco
roauosted for la you-b of -bhe moro technical praoticGS, Group application can assist

in this rc-spoct;,

There? is -bho prospect that moro gully oon-brol structures v/ill be 'buil-b this comin

year and a working" ro la-bionship with good contra c-bors should bG established in ordor

<;o got thQse installed,



Tochnical Assistance

7fo oonsidor that our numbor ono problom is that of tho lo-ck of tochnical assis-banco

Thoro arc a number of -things which tho farmc'r can do with a minimum of information or

instruction, but thore a.ro other things which noed •fccchnica.l assistance to plan and
apply, Thorcforo, vro urge that more funds bo provided for toohnicians•

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, "bho commissionors of tho Pozvc'shiGk County Soil Conservation Dist-
rict: wish to voice •bhGir' approcia-fcion to ovcryonc who has par-bicipa-bod or assisted

during tho past yoar. This will incluc'o tho Extonsion Sorvioo, -bho Soxl Consorvation
Sorvico, the Production Mirkcting Administration, the ncwspapors, 'the schools, the
bankers associa-bion, the- various planning groups, the machinery dealers and any others
which wo have not listod<

/-"'•I

D.iTE L^^^.^,^,^y j? 9 ^ ^^->- (SIGNED) Powoshiok County Soils Conmissionors
.--'''

// ^/ {/ I/ y.<J
\^ /^~r7 ^^^^L

,^7 yod^Vman, Chairman

'..^.-._.,. n..^-..,/,.-^<' .'€^i- •yiJ^-'l>1' ./-^.••^-L"'? Z^>1 ^•<

Elmor Dunniok

3^:^i ^€). i^^^<i^
Howard Soars '



Form SCD-11+ Soil Conservation Dis-bric-b

ANNUAL REPORT OF CONSERVATION PRACTICES

Shee-b of

DISTRICT Poweshiek County
"p^^T'

Brooklyn, Iowa

(Hdqtrs.Dis-b.Gov.Body)

Period Jan. 1

(Sta-be}

,1947 -bo Dec. 51 , 1914.7

Agreements Signed:
Number:
Acres:

This Year
m

To Date

151
26,298

Amendment s:
Number:

This Year To Date Agreements Cancelled:
0 1 Number:

Acre s:

To Date
0

~0

PRACTICE
Contour Planting

Strip Cropping
Terracing

Grass Waterways
Pasture Improvement
Tree Planting

Drainage
Ponds

Gui ly S'bructures

Liming
Fertilizer

Unit "

Acres
Acres

Miles
L. Ft.

Acres

Acre s

Acres
Each

Each

Acres

Acres

' BEFORE AGREEMENT
This Year To Da-be

8,000

1+00,000

10,000

NEWLY PLANNED
This Ye&r

~^5W
i,J3&L

185"

210,000
:7IT

2

J3L
~^~

2:
~J^l6"

-4^T

To Da-te

11,756
_4,y5U_

~^~
851,600

2,W
~2€~

~878-

T
n8,967

~JS1L

ESTABLISHED
This Year

5,800
1,295
ToTT

5^5,400
1,500

1,225
T
T

To Date"

8,566
1,957_
'27.T

856,000
5,200

T^85~
~7_
T"

2,588
T2T


