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These coneflowers are an 
example of the different 
wrldflowers and praine 
grasses that were planted 
on 130 acres of Michael 
and Pat Rnnegan's family 
farm, Mayo Knock. The 
130 acres were entered 
rnto the CAP program in 
2016. (Chris DeBack photo) 

WE HAVE RENTALS! 

DeLaval 

Rotary and Parlor's stalls 

VMS Robotic Units 

Dairy industry continues to 
advance and we are here to 

work with you. 

• Brush Mower • Dump Trailer 
• Tellehandler 
• Yard Broom 
• Jack Hammer 
• Floor Sanders 
• Hand Power Tools 

and much morel 

"Your Lawn-Mowing 
Specialist" 

United-Suckow Dairy Supply, LLC 
563-422-5355 r.: De laval 563-864-7417 

210 N. lndustrial Parkway, West Union Hwys. 18 & 52 S., Postvill~ 

April 2018 

nservation award 
By CHRIS DEBACK 

odebadr@thefayetteoountyunlon"com 
Michael and Pat Finnegan were recently announced as the 2017 Fay­

ette County Soil and Water Conservation District winner for conserva­
tion r.ractices on their family farm. 

Pat and I were very grateful to the Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation District for the award it gave us and to the Fayette Coun­
ty Farm Bureau for hosting a wonderful evening," Finnegan said of the 
awards ceremony. "We are truly honored to receive the award." 

Their farm, named Mayo Knock, is located approximately seven 
miles-north of Clermont. Finnegan called the farm Mayo Knock because 
Mayo is the county in Ireland from which his Finnegan ancestors come, 
and "Knock" means "hill" in Gaelic. 

Conservation has always been very important to the 86-year-old 
man. He has employed a number of different conservation technique 
including buffer strips and terraces, over his farming career. 

"Land is very precious; you only get one chance to take care of rt," 
Finnegan said. "It takes I ,000 years to build an inch of topsoil. We lose 
a lot of topsoil every year due to careless erosion. We crop hard in this 
country, and corn is a big plant, which can have an effect on soil." 

His farm ing career began in 1953, when he bought land from hrs 
father, John, after an honorable discharge from the military. That same 
year, Mike met his wife, Pat. He married her two years later in 1955. 

"I was not as intense as I am today, because when I started farming I 
didn't have any soil knowledge, I really didn't," he said. "I didn't know the 
soil types, I didn't understand percentages of slope. I didn't understand 
the intense farming practices that took place which were violent to the 
nature of the soil. You know that you can lose an inch of topsoil in about 
one night with heavy rain and bad conservation practices.· 

Finnegan noted that he farmed corn and hay and owned a milking 
operation for 30 years. When no one in the family wanted to help take 
over the operation, he sold hrs cows in favor of a beef herd. After IS years 
with a beef herd, he sold that off, as well. In 1986, he moved from his 
mother's home from the farm into Clermont and started a feeder pig op­
eration. He turned around and sold that when he was ready to retir< m 
the mid- 1990s. 

Today, Finnegan owns 320 acres of land. He said that he would call 
himself a conservationist. He has planted thousands of trees over the 
years. In fact, he said anywhere he could plant a tree that wasn't a field . he 
has. ln 2017 alone, he has already planted 300 trees. 

He also has 200 acres of CRP, 130 acres of which he seeded with na · 
live prairie grass in 2016. The other 70 acres is wildlife habitat where he 
planted his trees. 

"The prairie grass is beautiful," he said. "It is the grass that wa' here 
before the se ttlers came. J think there were J 8 different .. p<"lif"S o t grau 
in that native grass seed. There are J. lot of wildflowers, and the gra has 
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CONSERVATION 
AWARD Cont. from Page 2 

grown to approximately five feet 
tal l in a lot of places." 

Conservation is near and dear 
to the Finnegans' hearts, wh ich is 
why they were a perfect selection 
to receive this year's district con­
servation award. 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

FAYETIE 
SOIL&WATER 

CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT 

Provide technical, financial, 
and educational assistance 
for oatural resource conser-
vation to our landusers to 

ecologically enhance, pro­
mote and perpetuate con­
servation of our landscape 

within the community. 

"We are honored to have this 
award." he dosed. "It means a lot 
to us. I want you to know that my 
mantra to everyone every day is 
to save the land. Noth1ng would 
make me happier than to help 
some younger farmers with con­
servation. As I said before, land is 
precious, and we need to take care 
of the natural resource we have 
been given." Fayette County Soil and Water District Commissioners are as fo llows: (front, 1-r) Don Bahe, Stanley; Richard 

Jensen, Elgin; Paul Hoeger, Maynard; a nd Tim BrUihler, Hawkeye; (back) Eric Boehm, Wadena; Leon Deutsch, 
Wadena; and Rod Marlatt, Elgin. 

The Natural Resource Conserva tion Se rvice (NRCS) office s taff inc ludes (front, 1-r) Ha lley Will iams, 
NRCS soli conservatioms t; Aa ron Anderson, NRCS district conservationist; Lo ri Kohlmeyer, IDALS 
conservation assistant; Devin Bnncks, NRCS fede ral techmcian. 

We Salute Ou 1- t/.Lj Pwduce W 
\\"apsie \"aile\ Creamer\· is proud oi our partnership 

'' ith our :\g Producers as we begin our second cemur~ 
oi operations- Sen•ing che Dai'!·lndusrrr since 1906. 

Manufacturing Cheddar, Colby, 
Monterey Jack, and Marble 
Cheeses in addition to Dried 
Whey Products for use in baby 
formula, cheese spreads, chip 
dips, and reprocessed cheeses. 

We are a (olllfh generation 
(amily-oWJU!II aJIPfiKI/fY. 

Mark Nielsen, President 
Ryan Nielsen, Vice President 

Become a soil and water conservation 
district commissioner 

Commissioners may come from all walks of life; aU you need is an interest in 
protecting our natural resources. If you are qualified to vote in a general election, 
you are eligible to be a candidate for election to the board of the Fayette Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD). You must reside in Fayette County. Up 
to two commissioners may reside in any one township. All townships may have 
two candidates with the exception of Putnam and Windsor. Only one candidate 
from these two townships is eligible. Five commissioners are elected at the gen· 
eral election on a nonpartisan basis for staggered four year terms. There will be 
three terms culminating at the end of this year. 

As a commissioner, you will help decide the direction of soil and water con­
servation programs in the county, and have an opportunity to influence state 
and national conservation programs. Your involvement will include activities 
approving soil conservation plans, assisting in the management of district funds 
and personnel, publishing an annual report, establishing acceptable soil loss 
limits, and assisting with soil loss complaints. 

You are reimbursed for expenses and protected from personal liability. Com­
missioner are expected to take part in regular monthly meetings, become 
knowledgeable of the SWCD laws and programs, develop and carry out soil and 
water resource conservation plans, and help direct financial incentive programs. 

Nominating petitions can be picked up from the Fayette SWCD office located 
at the USDA Service Center, 120 N Industrial Pkwy #l, West Union lA or at 
the Fayette County Auditor 's Office located in the courthouse. The neKt general 
election is November 6, 2018. Nomination papers need to be signed by 25 elec­
tors and filed with the Fayette Cou nty Auditor, West Union, lA by 4 pm on 
Wednesday, August 29, 2018. 

. 
~··· 
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Educating our youth about the natural world and how it works 
Ron Lenth, ISU Extension 

Teaching our youth about na-
ture and ... ,....===-,_-,., 
how it 
works can 
be both 
fun and 
education­
al for both 
you and 
them ..... 
and some-
day they 
may be 
our future 
leaders and landowners. Wher­
ever they choose to live, you can 
give them a deeper appreciation 
and bond with the land. 

Let's think of some ways you 
can share your knowledge ... it's 
simpler than you think. 

• Take them fishing. Whether 
it is in a local stream to catch some 
bullheads, the Mississippi, or to 
one of many great NE !A trout 
streams, this gives you the oppor­
tunity to talk about the importance 
of water and water quality. Or take 

them to one of our three area DNR 
trout facilities at Decorah, Man­
chester, or Elkader. Explain how 
trout need very cold and clear wa­
ter. 

• When in a field together ... 
pick up a handful of soil and ex­
plain that millions of tiny microbes 
are in there working to build soil 
quality. 

• Take a Sunday picnic and 
go to one of our many fine county 
parks. Teach them the difference 
between a maple and oak tree. To­
day's smartphones can help .... have 
them show you how to find pic­
tures of each for tdentification. 

• This spring when driving 
somewhere with the family and 
notice a field with a green cover 
crop growing, explain what it is 
and why the farmer uses them. 

• Get them involved with 
youth programs like Scouts, 4-H, 
TAKO, and others who help edu­
cate them on many topics about 
na~re. 

• Decide to plant a few trees .... 
and have them help. How many 

families have a tree in their yard 
that was barely a twig 40-50 years 
ago, and today is a key feature in 
the yard or fa rm. 

• Looking for a family proj­
ect. ... build some bird houses. 

• Teach them about archery, or 

take them to an event on it. 
• Next time you're on a family 

trip to grandmas for dinner and 
you see a grassed waterway .... ask 
them what it is and how it protects 
the land. 

• Take them to the Gilbertson 

Nature Center by Elgin to learn 
about the many fine mounted ani­
mals and have them identify them. 
During or after a rainfall, show 
them some examples where con­
servation practices serve to protect 
soil erosion and how waterways 
increase water infiltration versus 
runoff. 
And some other ways 
are ................ .. . .. . . . 

Proudly saluting our 

F Famili---. ........-·; 

Vi a field" 

Our team of employees is 

specialized to meet the needs of 

our customers and provide expert 

advice on products, service and 

trends throughout our 

563-427·5384 • walvatneelectricinc@live.com I] Find us on 

210 w. Main Street • Hawkeye, lA 52147 Facebook 
0090 

www. viafield.com 
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By: Vince Sitzman 
IDALS Field Services 

Bu reau Chief 

State Fiscal Year 2017 was 
another successful year for getting 
conser-
vation 
on the 
ground. 
S t a f f 
was able 
to com 
pIe t e 
lots of 
pI a ns, 
surveys, 
and de­
s 1 g n s 
a n d 
Mother 
Nature 
chipped 
i n 

Vince Sitzman 

which made for productive spring 
and fall construction seasons. 

Each year, when the state fis­
cal year wraps up, we evaluate our 
programs and find out what kind 
of a year it's been; and each year, 
when the evaluation is complete, 
I'm always surprised at how much 
money is spent on conservation. 
I'm not just talking about how 
much money the state contributes 
through our programs, I'm talking 
about your investment in conser­
vation. Even when margins are as 
tight as they are today, the demand 
for conservation outweighs supply. 

The dollars reflected in the 
graph represent the state's contri­
bution to our programs only, not 
the landowners share. Keep in 
mmd that these figures only repre­
sent a smalJ portion of the overall 

Fayette SWCD Report 

Another successful year 
investment in conservation across 
the state. The graph does not take 
into account any federal programs 
such as CRP or EQIP, nor does it 
take into account the work that is 
done by private landowners with­
out state or federal assistance. 

I want to take a moment to 
highlight the State Revolving Fund 

$U,OOO,OOO 

$10,000,000 

$8,000,000 

$6,000,000 

$4,000,000 

$2,000,000 

228 

24 -

(SRF) in the bar chart as it is our 
most popular program in terms 
of funding utilized by landown­
ers. SRF is a loan program that 
can fund 100% of a practice or 
can be used in conjunction with 
other state or federal programs. 
Farmers are borrowing an average 
of $10 million annually to install 

conservation practices on their 
farms. These low-interest loans 
can be used for a number of differ­
ent conservation practices; how­
ever our most common include 
terraces, ponds and livestock fa­
cilities. Loan amounts can range 
from $5,000 to $500,000 and must 
be paid back over a 1 0-year period. 

2017 Program Expenditures 

22 ._ 

- Cost Shar., Amount 

131 

# Pr actic :~-• IJl.<;talli:!d 

567 
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If you have been thinking 
about installing a practice on your 
farm l would encourage you to 
stop into your local Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation District office 
and talk to the staff. As always, 
thank you for your conservation 
and land stewardship efforts. 

2622 

We Salute the Conservation Efforts Leslie Lauer & Sons, Inc. 
of our Area Citizens! ~· 

~ 
Plumbing, Heating & Fl~.r!lril!• 

Maynard - 563-637-2496 

frrlhWolt'f' 
ForUif! 

Excavating & Grading West Union, lA (563) 422-5430 

"Proudly serving NE Iowa for 70 years!" 

• Agricultural 
Com • . mercia/ 
Residential 

~the're Your 
r ·Mo · 

Contract'::::g 

Custom Processing & Retail: 
• Brats • Sausage • Ham • Summer Sausage 

• Chops • Smoked Sausage • Bacon 

2017/owa Meat Processors 
Association Awards 

Grand Champion Bacon • Champion Beef Jerky 
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Now What? A Landowners Guide to Options Fayette County 
Pheasants 

Forever 
Habitat Report 

By: Rod Marlatt, Director, 
Fayette County 

Conservation Board 

As the age of Iowa's landowners 
continues to rise, the uncertainty 
of the future stewardship of those 
lands comes into question. Many 
farmers and landowners do not 
have the opportunity to pass on 
their legacy to anyone or at least 
to anyone who will work the land. 
Many of these landowners have 
toiled diligently to leave the land 
better than they found it and have 
implemented their conservation 
ideals upon that land. 

Not to put too blunt a point on it, 
but do we want to assume that our 
hard work will be recognized and 
continued by those who inherit the 
land? Things change, economies 
change and values change depend­
ing on how connected the next 
generations are to the land. 

This article is an attempt to inspire 
landowners to think about the fu­
ture of their 1and and to scratch the 
surface of several options available 

• Demolition 
• Water & Sewer 
• Terraces 
• Waterways 
• Ponds 

to landowners in Iowa to perma­
nently protect their conservation 
efforts and legacy. 

Land Donations: You can sim­
ply donate your land to a quali­
fied conservation organization 
such as the County Conservation 
Board, the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, the Soil and 
Water Conservation District or a 
non-profit conservation organi­
zation such as the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation. An outright 
donation is the simplest method 
of protection and can carry with 
II substantial tax savings including 
property tax liability, estate taxes, 
and possible future income tax li­
ability. An outright land donation 
can also give you substantial input 
as to how the land will be man­
aged if agreeable to the recipient. 
Maybe you want the land to be a 
park, a public forest, a public hunt­
ing area of a multitude of other 
po<Sibilities. The Fayette County 
Conservation Board has been the 
recipient of many of these types of 
donations. 

Conservation Bequest: This op­
tion is of course leaving the land 
in your will. The land could be a 
quality natural resource area such 
as a prairie, wetland o r forest or it 
could be of no resource value such 
as a house lot to be able to be sold 
by the recipient to fund conserva­
tion elsewhere. One of the greatest 
benefits of a bequest is that you 
retain ownership and use of the 
property during your lifetime. It 
simply passes the land to the pub­
lic afterJou have borrowed it and 
nurture it for a while. Though you 
can bequest the land witho ut the 

recipient's knowledge, it is best to 
discuss it with the potential recipi­
ent so that your desires and intent 
are clear and expected. This can be 
done discreetly and kept confiden­
tial if that is the desire of the donor 

Bargain Sale: Instead of an out­
right land donation, you can sell 
your land to a conservation agency 
or organization at a reduced price. 
Most agencies are limited by stat­
ute to pay no more than appraised 
value for land. They must also find 
a way to finance that purchase. 
Most of the time this is through 
grants such as the Wildlife Habitat 
Stamp program. A bargain sale will 
assist the receiving agency in being 
able to claim the bargain sale as a 
required cost share match. A sale 
of Jess than appraised value gives 
the seller a multitude of possible 
tax advantages such as a reduc­
tion of capital gains, some possible 
income tax adjustments, and of 
course, Jess property tax liability. 

Conservation Easements: A con­
servation easement is a contract 
between a landowner and a quali­
fied conservation group. Exaroples 
of qualified groups are County 
Conservation Boards, Iowa De­
partment of Natural Resources, 
Cities, Soil and Water Conserva­
tion Districts or non-profit con­
servation organizations. Each 
easement is custom written to fit 
the natural resources that exist on 
the property and the desires of the 
landowners. The easement does 
not change the ownership or the 
transfer of ownership of the land to 
future generations. The easement 
is, however, perpetual and follows 
the tr-ansfer of owner~hip. The 

easement simply spells out what 
can and cannot be done on the 
land and gives the responsibi lity of 
the enforcement of the covenants 
on to the "grantee." An example 
could be a forest owner may want 
to ensure that the timber values of 
a property be preserved forever 
and that any management (includ­
ing harvesting) be done under an 
approved forestry plan. Another 
scenario could be an agricultural 
farm that the easement simply says 
that the farm must be perpretually 
farmed under a conservation com­
pliance plan or similar plans that 
may exist in the future. In addition 
to ensuring the land be managed 
and preserved, the easement itself 
can have significant tax savings 
depending on what it encumbers 
as uses allowed or disallowed on 
the property. The Fayette County 
Conservation Board holds several 
of these easements and is always 
will ing to add more. 

These are only a few landowner 
options that can be considered for 
those who wish for the legacy of 
their land and their conservation 
ethic to endure. For more informa­
tion, contact your County Conser­
vation Board, Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources, Soil and 
Water Conservation District, or a 
quali fied non-profit organization 
such as the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation. 

We claim no guarantee of any tax 
advantages in this article and as 
with any financial planning, you 
need to discuss this with your fi­
nancial and tax advisor. 

by Rod Marlatt 
Fayette County Pheasants 

Forever just completed its 33rd 
year of creating, restoring and 
preserving wildlife habitat in 
Fayette County. 

Fayette County Pheasants 
Forever documented $533.424 
m habitat expenditures for 
the year 2017 and ranked # 1 
nationwide out of 740 Pheas· 
ants Forever and Quail Forever 
Chapters. 

Since its inception in 1985, 
the chapter has documented a 
state record of $2,750,000 for 
the establishment of wildlife 
habitat and public land acquisi 
ton . 

These accomplishments 
could not have been achieved 
without the support of our 
members and partners, includ· 
ing the Fayette County Conser­
vation Board, Natural Resourc­
es Conservation Service, Farm 
Service Agency, Fayette County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, and the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation 

The Pheasants Forever model 
is unique to all other conserva­
tion organizations in that all of 
the net funds raised are retaintd 
by the Chapter to be u.ed for 
projects in Fayette County. 

Make NAPA your first stop 
when looking for partsl 

REWARDING YOU 
AT EVERY TURN . 
Receive perks starting the day you get coverage and earn more 

down the road. Our Mile Marker Auto Loyalty Program includes 

accident forgiveness, deductible waivers, discounts, and more. 

Trust in Tomorrow.' Cot1 tact us today. 

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat. , 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. 

Quality parts, filters, 
accessories, tools & supplies 

for cars, trucks, farm 
equipment, imports and MORE! 

563-422-3896 
112 E. Elm St. , West Umon, lA 

Woodard Insurance Service Company 
www.woodard-insurance.com 6 GRINNELL 

114 S. Vine Street, West Union • 563-422-3831 

Tr1.1s' m Tomorrow.· and •Grmnell Mutual .. are registered trademarks "1{ Grmnell Mut•;al 
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Conservation Systems Plans(nol 

Planned Applied 

186 236 

Conservation System Acres {ac) 
Planned Applied 

10,219 11,514 

Performance Summary-Field Measures 

Conservation Plans Written (ac) 
Stewardship plans written (a c) 
Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality {ac) 
Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil health and sustainability (a c) 
Cropland with an applied Soil Health Mangament System (SHMS) (ac) 

Land with conservation applied to improve water quality (ac) 
CNMP wntten (no) 

Grazing land With a conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base (ac) 
Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality (ac) 

Conservation applied on land being actively managed for wildlife habitat (ac) 
Forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve vegetative cond1tion (a c) 
Conservation Applied to improve Environmental Quality (ac) 

Summary Conservation Practices 

Access Control (4 72) (ac) 

Brush Management (314) (ac) 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan -
Wntten (102) (no) 

Conservation Cover (327) (ac) 

Conservation Crop Rotat1on (328) (ac) 

Contour Buffer Stnps (332) (ac) 

Contour Farrmng (330) (ac) 

Cover Crop (340) (ac) 

Critical Area Planting (342) (ac) 
Earty Successional Hab1tat 
DevelopmenVManagement (647) 
(acl 

Farmstead Energy Improvement (374) (no) 

Fence (382) (ft) 
F•lter Stnp {393) (ac) 
l=oraoe and Biomass Planting (512) (ac) 
Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) 

Grassed Waterway (412) (ac) 

Herbaceous Weed Control (315) (ac) 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) (5951 (ac) 

Ughtmg System Improvement (670) (no) 

Nutnent Management (590) (ac) 

Prescribed Grazmg (528) (ac) 

Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till (329) 
(ac) 

ResiduP. and Tillage Management. Reduced Till 
(345) (ac) 

R1panan Forest Buffer (391) (ac) 

Streambank Protection 
Subsurface Dram (606) (ft) 
Terrace (600) (ft) 
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) (ac) 

Tree/Shrub S1te Preparation (490) (ac) 

Underground Outlet (620) (ft) 

Upland Wildlife Hab1tat Management (645) (ac) 

Waste Storage Fac1lity (313) (no) 

Weiland Restoration (657) (ac) 

W1ndbreak/Shelterbett Establishment (380) (ft) 

Programs 

Conservation Reserve Program 
Program Eligibility Determinations (no) 

Status Reviews Performed (no) 
Plans Developed for new contracts (no) 
Plans Developed for re-enrollments (no) 

Environmental Qualitv Incentive ProRram (EQIP) 
Number of Contracts (no) 
Dollars Obligated 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
Number of Contracts (no) 

Dol:ars Obligated 
Acres Enrolled 

Planned 

1,679 
8 

2,274 

3,073 

2,270 
1,896 

31 

33 

6,194 
111 
41 

126 
54 

1,729 

95 

787 
37 

1,203 

1,697 

338 
730 

1,170 
7 
25 

746 

1,975 
1 

304 no 

204 no 

97 no 

110 no 

17 

$166,480 

9 no 

$183,041 
3,744 ac 

Applied 

1,897 
14 

1 
2,492 

3,218 

2,361 
1,460 

29 

62 

11 
4,263 

55 
63 

120 
54 

1,879 

39 
689 
24 

1,173 

1,744 
2 

338 

1,170 
10 
31 

747 

1,001 

490 

FAYEITE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FlNANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY I, 2016 through JUNE 30,2017 

Tec.hnieal Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipu 

District Buffer Initiative- Division 1,150.00 
Farm Bill 13 Funds- Division 4,818.60 
Farm BiU 138 Funds- Division 34338 
Fann Bill 14 Funds- Division 4,644.45 
Farm Bill 13B Funds - CDI 2,302.20 
Transfer from Watershed Account 1,737.89 
Supervisors 2,000.00 
SWCD Foundation 10,111.50 
Volga Lake Grant 5,097.70 

fotal Receipts 

TOTAL 

Espeo~a 

Accounting Services 375.00 
Bank Charge 4.28 
Health Insurance 3,193.77 
Payroll 22,050.00 
Unused District Buffer Initiative Funds 650.00 
Transfers to Payroll Savings 

Federal Taxes 6,801.78 
IPERS 3,992.37 
State Taxes 1,242.00 
Unemployment 164.40 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6130117 

FA VETTE SOfL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICJ' 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY I, 2016 through JUNE 30,2017 

Checking Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 
CRP FB Biologist Option 6 
MargrofT Memorial 

Money Market Transfers 

Regional Meeting Registration 

SWCD Foundation 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Eipcnses 
Education 
lM Commissioner 

MargroJTMemorial to SWCD Foundation 

Office Supplies 

Pbeasants Forever (CRP FB Biologist Option 6) 
Postage 

Regional Meeting Expense 

Unused Fann Bill 14 Funds 

5,000.00 
51 ,343.46 
2,188.25 

650.00 
2,691.37 

590.54 
1,887.70 

51,343.46 

91.59 
5,000.00 

246.79 
876.18 

2,044.58 

s 

s 

s 7,788 60 

32,205.72 

39,994.32 

s 38,473.60 

s 1,520.72 

1,810.98 

61,873.08 

63,6M.06 

Total Expenses $ 62,080.M 

Ending Balan« 6130/17 s 1,603.22 
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FA YE'ITE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2016 through JUNE 30,2017 

Money Market Savings Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 

District Buffer Initiative - IDALS 
Farm Bill PF Opt 6 - IDALS 
FarmBil11 3B - IDALS 

IM Allocation & Supplemental 
Interest 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 
Bank Charge 

1M Transfers to Cbeclcing 

Transfers to Checking 
Transfers to Technical Account 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6/30/17 

1,150.00 

5,000.00 
4,644.45 
2,000.00 

10.50 

12.84 

2,000.00 
5,188.25 

16,054. 13 

FA YE"ITE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2016 through JUNE 30,2017 

Pavroll Savings Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipt! 
Interest 
Transfers from Technical Account 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 
Federal Taxes 
!PERS 
State Taxes 
Unemployment 
Transfers to Technical Account 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6/30/17 

$ 1.10 
12,476.50 

7,421.78 
4,914.93 
1,242.00 

225.16 
275.95 

$ 12,616. 10 

$ 12,804.95 

$ 25,421.05 

$ 23,255.22 

s 2,165.83 

$ 1,604.99 

$ 12,477.60 

$ 14,082.59 

$ 14.079.82 

2.77 

soil conservation: 
noun: the preservation of soil 

against deterioration or erosion; 
the maintenance of the fertilizing 

elements for crop production. 

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2016 through JUNE30, 2017 

Watershed Account 
Beginning Balance $ 1,737.89 

TOTAL $ 1,737.89 

Expenses 
Transfer to Technical Account (closed account) 1,737.89 

Total Expenses $ I , 737.89 

Ending Balance 6/30/17 s 0.00 

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS! 

our 
lenders today to 
see how they <.an 

help you grow 
... ,OOIO•L''"'·~·! 

8 Citizens Savings Bank 
101 Church St., Spillville • 563-562-3674 

104 4 th St. NW; Fort Atkinson • 563-534-721 I 
109 N. Main St., Protivin • 56 3-569-8779 FDIC 

Daily Well ness Screening 
Gundersen Palmer 

Hospital West Union 
(use outpatient entrance) 

Monday-Friday 
6:30 a.m.·1 p.m. 
(563) 422-381 1 

• Open to the public . 

Gundersen Palmer 
Postville Clinic 

Monday· Friday 
8:30 a.m.-noon 
(563) 864·7512 

... Please call in advance 
to ensure availability 

Gundersen Palmer 
Fayette Clinic 
Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m.·noon 
(563) 425·3381 

HP/ease call in advance 
to ensure availability 

• Payment must be received at the time of service in cash or check; 
insurance will not be billed. 

THE FOLLOWING WHLNESS SCREENINGS WILL BE OFFERED AT A LOWER-THAN·NORMAL COST: 

Lipid Panel and Glucose Well ness• .......................................................................... $25 
(Cholesterol, Triglycerides, HDL. LDL calc.. Glucose} 

Hematology Wellness ...................................................................................................... $20 
(WBC. RBC, Hgb. Hct. Platelets) 

Community Wellness• ................................................ .............. .. ..................................... $45 
Upid panel, Glucose. TSH·, Hemoglobin, Creatinine. Potassium, Calcium, ALT, Sodium 

Hemoglobin A1C ................................................................................................................ $15 

Iron (with Iron Binding Capacity) ....... -........................... ....................................... S 15 

PSA - Prostate Wellness ......................... .. ...................................................................... $30 

Microalbumim .................... . ....... ......................................................................... $15 

TSH' - Thyroid Wellness ...... ............................................................................................ $25 

Free T4 (Thyroid) ......................................................................................................... $25 

Vitamin 0 ............................................................................................................................... $75 

Apolf~tv~ftogolg_.,nmustiK~Orl)O'>f'undtt ll)'ftmol· -lM pQI!«<IOf~ 
9Udrd.ICJn/OMIUCOftwnfiOf· l~fotl~folcwiAPo/obttotrNJmulrt.. A pht'I(Jfl 
wii'~(11(1(D/tftlmulf1. f1wmWfl .,..,.br$C1lldJI«f/y iO)'OU""'hft(ll'lf l'ofti:o/co/l« 
ol rhr1p«lrMn Yoll~tnCO -,gtdrolh Jtl' lhnf' ~ll!wJr#l your hftl'lflCDttpn:l'r/IMt. 

Cu-.....,-~~-1:-.I J II&l- J _ Jll 

GUNDERSEN 
PALMER LUTHERAN 

HOSPITAL AND CLINICS 

AI -
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RECEIPTS: 

EXPENSES: 

Fayette SWCD Report 

FAYETTE COUNTY 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FAYETIE COUNTY 
SOIL AND WATR CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT'S 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 

Beginning Balance 

Transfer from Savings 
Supporters Club 
Proceeds From Robert Margroff Estate 

Scrapper Rental proceeds 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

TOTAL CASH AVAILABLE 

CDI Dues 
National Assoc of Conservation Districts 
Retirement Sponsorship 
Bank Charges 
Purchase of New RTV ( Ranger) 
Friends of Wapsi Valley FFA 
Loan to SWCD Fayette County 
SWCD Technical Account Support 
Houg Farm Land Taxes 
Field Day Expenses Food 
Office Supplies 
Office Help 
Payroll 
Pheasants Forever Donation 
Soil and Water Conservation Scholarship 
Building Repairs 

Foundation Insurance 
Printing of Support Letters 
Postage for Support Letters 
Annual Report 
USPS Mailing Permit 

Income Taxes for Foundation I Sales Tax 

TOTAL EXPENSES: 

Period Ending balance per Bank Statement 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

s 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

·July 2015 I 
June 2016 

1,853 

5,000 

12,078 

17,078 

18,931 

850 

186 
543 

220 

500 

500 

445 

928 

574 

1,691 

225 

6,662 

12,269 

Homestead's 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

July 2016 I 
June 2017 

12,269 

15,010 

51,344 

100 

66,454 

78,723 

850 

775 
1,726 

24 

10,887 

2,500 
2,045 

111 
188 

740 

50 

10,175 

500 

500 

350 

650 

539 

1,967 

125 
265 

1,773 

36,740 

41,983 

Page 9 

Hello from the 
Acting Director 

Let me introduce myself: I am Susan 
Kozak and I am currently the Acting 
Director for tl1e Division. I have about 
12 years of experience in the Division 
(20 in conservation and mining) and 
am happy to be asked to step up and 
take a leadership role until a new direc· 
tor is in place. My usual job is Mines 
and Mmerals Bureau Chief and I love 
the reclamation work we do in that 
program. 1 have a geology degree from 
the University of Iowa and am origi· 
nally from Ottumwa. 

Enough about me! I want to take 
this opportunity to thank jim Gillespie 
fo r all his years of com mitment to 
our mission of conservation. He was 
a great mentor to all of us and he will 
be missed. I loved reading his Direc· 
tor's Thoughts and the history of why 
the Districts were organized. It is won­
derful to see all the 75th Anniversary 
celebrations and to appreciate a U the 
dedicated people in the field getting 
the work done. It makes me wonder 
what our work and structure ,viiJ look 
like in the next 75 years. An article I 
read this morning said: th is is the sea· 
son to focus on projects that serve the 
greater good and to ask yourself"What 
am I doing to help the collective?". 
While the art icle was not focused on 
conservation, I think in light of all the 
water quality talk in the news, th is is a 
good way to fra me our conversations 
for the future and what we want to ac· 
complish. I look forward to working 
with everyone in the months to come 
to make sure the Division remains a 
leader in conservation. 

Lots, LAND& A~l 
MLS# 20175006- See Deb 

14570 Nature Rd., 
Wesl Union 
3·bd., 3·balh 

beautiful acreage on 
hard·surfaced road. 
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Don't Treat Your Soil Like Dirt: DIRECTOR'S THOUGHTS 

Take the 1% Challenge 
Many of the benefits from improving soil health don't 

happen overnight. They build over time, as farm-
ers consistently implement soil health practic­
es like no-till, cover crops and crop rotations. 
But there is a way to monitor your progress: 
measuring the amount of organic matter 
in your soil. 

First conceived by the late District Con­
servationist Brad Harrison from Adel, 
The 1% Challenge encourages farmers to 
commit to a long-term plan to increase 
their soil's organic matter by I percent. Soil 
organic matter is decomposed plant and ani­
mal material in your soil. This material gives your 
soil good tilth, a dark color, better water holding capacity, improved wa­
ter infiltration rates, and it contributes to your overall soil fertility. And it 
happens to be a very good indicator of improved soil health. 

How much will it take to increase my soil organic matter by I %1 
Soil organic matter is increased through substantial increases in organic 
materials, like roots, residue, compost, and manure in the soil. Only I 0% 
of the organic material added each year actually remains in the soil. Be­
cause of this, building a I% organic matter increase ,viJI require 200,000 
pounds of material, or the equivalent of 167 round bales of cornstalks 
per acre. 
Sound impossible? It's not! 

A lot of Soil and Water Con­
servation Districts are celebrating 
their 75th Anniversaries around 
the state. What great accomplish­
ments they have to share \vith the 
farmers and landowners in their 
counties. It is definitely something 
they should be proud of and take 
time to reflect on what has been 
done. 

It is a time to think back to when 
the district was organized and why. 
We were just coming out of a seri­
ous economic depression and were 
in the midst of World War II. The 
Iowa Experiment Station, now 
Iowa State University Extension 
had done a study that showed that 
we had eroded 25% of our top soil 
on average across the state. Some­
thing needed to be done to stop 
this erosion and start improving 
our agriculture management in or­
der to reverse this unstainable deg­
radation. Iowa has been blessed 
with some of the richest soils in 
the world and they have been very 
productive. 

Along came the Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts that started 
organizing in 1940 and the last 
district organized in 1952. The 
leadership of those first commis­
sioners that set the stage for how 
the districts could help farmers, 
landowners, and everyone in the 
county and the state took off. If 
you fly over the state on a clear day, 
look out the window of the plane 
or as you drive around the state 
you will see the practices (marks 
on the land) that the districts have 
help those farmers, landowners 
and others install to protect and 
improve all of our natural resourc­
es. Isn't it is a beautiful tapestry 
to behold? That leadership by the 
districts and the commissioners 
and field office staff continue to 
this day and I believe our for-fa­
thers and mothers would be proud 
of what has been done. 

Is our job done? I don't think so. 
We continue to utilize and need 
those precious resources every day 
and will into the future. We should 
be of a mindset that we are going 
to be in an ever improving pro-

cess for those ~-~---~ 
resources. 
More than 
just protect­
ing them but 
making them 
better. 

Yours and 
my challeng­
es are what 
can we do L-L---'---
every day to Jim Glllesple 
improve our Outgoing 
soil health IDALS Director 
and water 
quality? So what are we (there is 
no "I" in team) going to do to take 
care of the resources we have been 
blessed \vith and how are we go­
ing to make them better for those 
who will follow us, like those who 
organized the Soil and Water Con­
servation Districts years ago? I be­
lieve they were thinking about us 
and this great state when they or­
ganized the districts. We can't let 
them down! 

Depending on your original organic matter levels, soil types, and crop 
rotations, it is possible to increase organic matter at an average rate of 
0.1% per acre per year through no-till farming and planting a mixed cov­
er crop each fall. After I 0 years, that's a I% increase. 
Why is it worth it? Jensen receives conservation award 

While each operation's expenses are unique, we've put together these 
estimates to illustrate the economic impact of improving soil organic 
matter: 

Each year, I% of soil organic matter per acre releases $15.70 worth of 
nutrients. 

Eliminating tillage will save approximately $3.50 in fuel costs per acre 
per year. . . 

Utilizing cover crops may reduce the need for herbiCides by about 
$16.20 per acre per year. . 

An average increase of 5 bu./ac. in soybean yields followmg cover 
crops can earn an additional $50 per acre per year. 

Based on these calculations, in an average year of a corn/soybean rota­
tion, your bottom line could improve by more than $60 per acre. PLUS, 
this significant increase in organic maner can hold 9/lO of plant-avail­
able water, reducing the potential for erosion due to runoff by 15%. 
So, how do you get started? . 
Establish a baseline by completing a routine soil test \vith an organiC mat­
ter calculation. In addition, conduct a soil health assessment m your field 
by recording soil temperatures, counting earthworms, calculating water 
infiltration rates, and testing for compaction. We also recommend havmg 
a certified lab conduct a soil health analysts, such as the Haney test or the 
Cornell Soil Health Test. 

The nel<l step is to develop a soil health management plan, and that's 
where N RCS can help. After discussing your goals and evaluating your 
current operation plan, we can recommend the types of pracl.lces and 
changes in management that \viii help you improve soil health and build 
organic matter. 

And finally, monitor and document your progress each year. Items to 
record include crops planted, fertilizer and pesticides applied, weed pres­
sure, yield, and soil health assessments results (temperature, earthworm 
counts, infiltration rates, etc.). Then in year four or five, conduct another 
soil test battery. Did your soil organic matter increase by a half percent? 
If so, you are on the right track. If not, take lime to evaluate your manage­
ment (NRCS can help) and make adjustments if necessary. 

Interested in taking The I% Challenge? You can find more resources, 
fact sheets and soil assessment worksheets on the Iowa NRCS webstte at 
\'1/Ww.ia.nrcs.usda.gov. 
Kurt Simon 
Iowa NRCS State Conservationist 

Richard "Dick" Jensen, Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis­
trict (SWCD) commissioner in 
Fayette County, has received the 
Outstanding Soil and Water Con­
servation District Commissioner 
Award. 

Jensen was honored on July 17 
at the 7lst Annual Iowa Soil and 
Water Conservation District Com­
missioners Conference, which was 
held in conjunction with the Na­
tional Association of Conservation 
Districts Summer Forum and Tour 
at Prairie Meadows Conference 
Center in Altoona. 

Jensen's enthusiasm for prac­
ticing and promoting conservation 
extends into all aspects of his life. 
He leads by example by hosting a 
field day for third-graders at his 
farm since 1993, reaching over 
8,800 students in Fayette County. 
He has also hosted interns from 
Upper Iowa University, so that 
they can gain farm experience and 
do research trials. 

He has manned, promoted 
and helped set up the Fayette 
SWCD booth at the fair for many 
years and is dedicated to educat­
ing theJounger generations. Dick 
founde Take a Kid Outdoors 
(TAKO) in Fayette County, which 
began in 2006 with the mission to 
connect youth to nature. He was a 
leader in maintaining and preserv­
ing the Echo Valley Environmental 

Your Complete Service Center 
• nres: auto., lt. truck, • Brakes&: Exhaust 

COMPLETE TRAILER 
SALES & SERVICE 

farm & Commercial • Transmission service 
• Alignment • Fuel injection cleaning 
• Hitches • Trailer Hookups&: More 
• Struts&: Shocks 

All the top brand 
name tires ... 

Enclosed, Car. Flatbed, 
Stock, Utility & More! ,..-----, 

Richard "Dick" Jensen (left), Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation District commissioner, recently recetved the Outstandtng 
Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioner Award from Rod 
Swoboda of Wallace 's Farmer. (submitted photo) 

Nature Trail (EVENT} and wrote 
two grants that helped fund it. He 
also initiated the Forest of Memo­
ries in West Union, which plants 
trees in remembrance of loved 
ones from the community. 

Jensen worked with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 

and Fayette County Conserva­
tion Board to recreate 5.2 acres 
of prairie adjacent to North Fay­
ette Valley High School. The Elgin 
resident has contributed to or led 
many other initiatives and is con­
sidered "a rock star" in promoting 
conservation in northeast Iowa. 

~ROMAN 
~NGINEERING, RC. 
('lVII f~GI"H Rl'!'\(i & 1.·\'\0 \l R\'fYING 

Celebrating 60+ Years of Providing 
'Large inventory of trailer part in stock Land Surveying Services to Northeast Iowa 

We also sell and install B&W 
Hitches, Rough Country 

Suspension & Snow Dogg Plows ! . i 
Avalolf Tire 1 0-20th St. SE 

Oelwein, lA 
(Next to K-Mart) 
(319) 283-4040 

• Need a boundary line marked? 
• Need a fence line staked? 
• Thinking about dividing your land? 

I!!WI!III~ 
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Contact your Pioneer sales professional and we'll help you 
place the right products on your acres. 

KJ's Ag Services 
Kerry Jacobsen 

Ph. (563) 423-7185 Clermont, lA 

J.l £ t; 1 p o 1 are Jb 1 tt • rr pt ... n 'l e Jrt 1 ~ Jb t~q 10 p rt \l ~ 
r:lil r; 11; 1sevtc m "1c" UJPlnt )li: P. c tMIII",. 1r )Wfl r OJ6P-41l16L' 136 

Bank Iowa® 
Lawler 563.238.2054 I New Hampton 641.394.6800 

Fredencksburg 563.237.5200 I Waucoma 563.776.64 14 
www.banklowa.bank Member FDIC 

For as little as S99 per month 1
, you can plant yourself in the seat of a new 1023E Compact UtihtyTractor from 

John Deere. Compatible wtth the industry-exclusive AutoConnect·~,~ Drive-over Mower Deck and convenient 
Ouik-Park1 ~,~ Loader. this dependable workhorse can take on lots of chores around your property 

T..t ode the afl<>nlable, duroble 102JE today. 

J OHN DEERE 

I Bodensteiner Implement 

fREQuEST A QUOTE ) 
AT BODIMP.COM 

Clermont · (5631423-5206 
Cresco ·15631 547-2152 
Decorah · (5631382-2961 
Dyersville · (5631875-2724 
Elkader · (5631245-2470 

Monticello • (3191465-3515 
New Hampton · (6411394-3061 
Oelwein · (3191283-4371 
Rowley · (3191938-2222 
Waukon · (5631568- 3463 
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€LoiN IS 2018 RiveR ToWN oF me YeAR 
Each year, Iowa Rivers Revival presents the "River Town of the Year" Award to an Iowa 

river community that demonstrates a commitment "to reclaiming the waterfront as an an­
chor for economic development, recreation, and ecological eractices, as well as addressing 
some of the challenges and solutions related to water quality. 

Elgin's collaboration with other communities and 
entities in the Turkey River Watershed has grabbed 
our attention. 

Elgin is an active participant in the Turkey River 
Watershed Management Authority. 

The rural community of Elgin considers the Tur­
key River a "central resource." The Turkey River Wa­
tershed Management Authority (WMA) was formed 
in june 2012. The collaboration is accomplished by 
a board of directors from twenty-three cities, five 
counties, and seven soil and water conservation dis­
tricts in the Turkey River Watershed that have volun­
tarily agreed to work together in order to: 

• Assess and reduce flood risks 
• Assess and improve water quality 
• Work with the Iowa Flood Center to model flood 

reduction stragtegies 
• Educate and engage residents of the watershed 

regarding flood risks and water quality 
• Develop a Turkey River Watershed Plan for flood 

reduction and water quality management 
• Help partners secure funding for flood reduction 

and water quality projects 
Elgin has collaborated with the Iov.a Flood Cen­

ter, Northeast Iowa RC&D, and Fayette County Soil 
& Water Conservation in a pilot project in the Ot­
ter Creek Watershed, part of the larger Turkey River 
Watershed, to reduce flood impacts. Some of their activities include: 

• Approved installation of Iowa Flood Center bridge sensors which automatically relay 
realtime stage data for use by emergency personnel in Clayton and Fayette Counties. 

• Installed permeable pavers in parking along Center Street to better manage storm water 
runoff and imrpove water quality 

• Installed a rain and soil mOisture gauge (I of 20 in the Turkey River Watershed) 
• Installed a wetland to address surface water drainage issues in the community 
Elgin is an active partner and member of the Turkey River Recreational Corridor 

(TRRC). 
• The TRRC is an Iowa Great Place that brings together the communities of Clermont, 

Elgin, Elkader, and Clayton and Fayette Counties in northeast Iowa in a formal 28E Agree­
ment. The mission of the TRRC is to develop and enhance the existing natural resource base 
through the creation of land and water trails to serve as a catalyst for economic growth and 
development. 

• Elgin, along with the TRRC, was successful in designating the Turkey River as a State 
Water Trail. The water trail has fostered an increase in tourism and economic development 
in Elgin and Fayette and Clayton Counties. The Turkey River and City of Elgin are now con-

Maynard Savings Bank is proud of its 
long partnership with area landowners 
and their ongoing conservation efforts! 

~ 

~ 
- Si11ce 1895 -

Maynard Savings Bank 
Maynard: 56.3-637-2289 • Hazleton: 319-636-2431 

~ Visit us at www.maynardsavingsbank.com ~ 

sidered a significant state tourist destination. The Turkey River Water Trail Map & Guide is 
available online, and print copies are available in Elgin. River accesses in Elgin are excellent 
and provide safe and easy access on both sides of the river adjacent to Gilbertson Conserva­
tion & Education Area and Campground. Signage from area roads supports river users and 

outfitters 

including triatlilons and SK runs. 

• Fayette County Conservation completed 
a bank stabilization project along the Turkey 
River at Gilbertson Conservation & Education 
Area in early 2017 following the two federally­
declared floods of 2016. In addition, the! con­
servation board partnered with Iowa DNR to 
acquire more than 200 acres of conservation 
easement greenbelt for the protection of the 
Turkey River Watershed and associated ripar­
ian habitat and species. 

• Elgin and other TRRC partners participat ·. 
ed in Project AWARE in july 201 1; 429 volun 
leers removed 32 tons of trash from the Turkev 
River near Elgm. · 

• TRRC developed a pedestrian trail between 
Elgin and Clermont. Recently, $1.4 million in 
grant funding was raised to expand the pedes 
Irian trail across the Turkey River to other rec­
reational, historic and cultural amenities. The 
new segment will start on the east side of Elgin, 
cross the Turkey River to connect to Gilbertson 
Conservation & Education Area and Turkev 
River accesses and allow pedestrians and bi"­
cycle users to move freely bPtween Elgin and 
Gilbertson Park. The TRRC hosts events fea · 
turing pedestrian trails along the Turkey River. 

• A Fayette County Trout Fishing Guide was developed and provides information about 
the Turkey River and Fayette County's ten spring-fed creeks that offer 13+ miles of fishable 
water, plus pertinent fishing regulations. 

• The TRRC developed the Elgin Community Guide featuring local businesses and ac 
comodations for river enthusiasts along the multi-use trail route. 

Elgin and other Fayette and Clayton County in the River Bluffs Scenic Byway Cor· 
ridor. 

• The Byway Corridor Board is made up of representatives from Elgin and other com­
munities in Fayette and Clayton Counties. The Scenic Byway's mission is to guide develop­
ment of the Corridor Management Plan and oversee its implementation through outreach. 
education, marketing and enhancement of the corridor to and for stakeholders and visitors. 
The corridor's board works to enhance the experience of visitors, quality of life for resident-, 
and economic vitality of the Scenic Byway community by preserving and promoting th•· 
corridor's resources, including the Turkey River. 

Article courtesy ojlowc1 Rl\· '$ R1 v v,tl 

Specializing in: 

NE~ 
ME CAL 

• New Homes 
• Remodels 
• Geothermal 
• Replacements 
• Installation and Setvtce 

l'll "\1111\1, -111 \11\l • . lliiiRII II 

19034 Fleet Rd., Elgin 

www.neiamechanical.com 
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01 
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OHer Creek 

OtterC<eeek 
The Turkey River Watershed Management Im­

provement Authority selected the Otter Creek HUC 
12 for the design and construction of 19 farm ponds, 
five roadside detention structures, and five water and 
sediment control ba~in~. Volunteer landowners re­
ceived 90% cost share assistance to construct the proj­
ects. 

These flood mitigation projects increase the storage 
capacity of the landscape, reducing flooding and pro­
tecting both people and infrastructure. They signifi­
cantly reduce federal, state, and local road and bridge 
maintenance costs by managing runoff and reducing 
flood risk. 

The effectiveness of these small-scale flood mitiga­
tion projects in reducmg downstream flood peaks is 
shown in results from hydrologic models using the 
50-year return period: 

• Average peak flow reduction of 4.3% measured at 
the outlet of Otter Creek at OTTRCRKOI steam-stage 
sensor 

• Greatest average peak flow reduction of 6.3% 
measured on the main stem of Otter Creek above 
Tributary 13 

• Tnbutary 5, with two flood control ponds, has the 
largest peak reduction of 45.8% 

• Tributary 14, with the largest on-road pond, has a 
peak reduction of 32.4% 
Turkey River WMA 

Fayette SWCD Report 

to address water-quantity and -quality challenges. 
For more information about the Thrkey River WMA, 
visit: http://turkeyriver.org/watershed-management­
authority 
About the Iowa Watersheds Project 

In 20 I 0, the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur 
ban Development awarded the Iowa Flood Center 
$8.8M for the Iowa Watersheds Project (IWP). The 
IWP provided funding to five watersheds across the 
state to restore and enhance Iowa's drainage infra­
structure to create more reliable flood protection. 

The specific goals of the project were to: 
• Maximize soil water holding capacity 
• Minimize severe erosion and sand deposition 
• Manage water runoff 
• Reduce and mitigate flood damages 
Each watershed formed a Watershed Management 

Authority (WMA), developed a hydrologic asse<S­
ment, and created a watershed plan to guide future 
decision-making across the watershed. The WMAs 
selected three pilot sub-watersheds that each recieved 
$1.5M to construct and implement demonstration 
projects to reduce flooding and improve water quality. 

The IWP was a five-year project that ended in Sep­
tember 2016 with the completion of more than I 00 
constructed projects, includmg ponds, terraces and 
wetlands. 

As the Iowa Watersheds Project ended, the state of 
Iowa was awarded $96.9M for a new watershed proj­
ect, The Iowa Watershed Approach. The IWA will work 
in nine new watersheds across the state and is built 
upon the framework developed by the IWP. 
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Begin Conservation Planning for 
Financial Assistance Programs Now 

DES MOINES, IOWA- Iowa farmers seeking conservation 
planning and financial assistance should contact their local USDA­
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office soon about 
help with implementing conservation practices on their land. 

Iowa NRCS has program sign up cutoff dates coming soon for the 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). NRCS accepts conservation 
program applications on a continuous basis, but periodically makes 
application selections a. funding allows. 

NRCS has at least one office in every Iowa county, located at the 
USDA Service Center. 

In 2017, NRCS obligated more than $30 million to Iowa farmers 
through CSP and EQlP. NRCS helps private landowners build their 
business through CSP, while implementing conservation practices 
that help ensure the sustainability of their operation. 

CSP also encourages the adoption of cutting-edge technologies 
and new management techniques such as precision agriculture 
applications, on-site carbon storage and planting for high carbon 
sequestration rate, and new soil amendments to improve water 
quality. 

Through EQIP, farmers can adopt structural and manage-
ment practices that optimize environmental benefits. Along with 
traditional conservation practices such as terraces, grassed water­
ways and buffer strips, farmers can use EQIP to help implement 
practices that improve manure, nutrient, and pasture management. 
EQIP can also assist with organic transition, adding pollinator 
habitat, building a high tunnel system, or to construct a denitrify­
ing bioreactor. 

NRCS sets aside I 0 percent of EQIP funding for the historically 
underserved, which include beginning farmers socially disad­
vantaged farmers, limited resource producers, Tribal farmers and 
veterans. 

Interested producers should contact their local USDA service 
center or visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted. 

Formed in june 2012, the Turkey River Watershed 
Management Authority (WMA) is a board of direc­
tors with members from 23 cities, five counties, and 
seven soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) 
in the Turkey River Watershed. They work together r----------------------------------, 

Supporting 
our area soil and water 

conservationists! 
Expert Well-Pump and Septic Service & Installation 

Becker Hardware is your 
Hardware, Plumbing, 

Hee<ting, Electrical, 
Underground Wire Locating, 

Boom Truck, Trencher, 
Backhoe and Installation, 
DESTINATION! 

~Gu OS 
-...;.;J,; P MPS 

,. ....... PRIWieE 
www .beckerbardwarelnc.com 

Ucerued lns1alleTS 101 W . Main St., Ossian • 563-532-9120 
:OO.Pr"VIrH• all of Northeast Iowa for over 133 

OUR WORKHORSES 
IN AND OUT OF THE DIRT 
WE'VE GOT ALL OF YOUR FAVORITES IN ONE PLACE 

Decorah Auto Center • Blackhawk Motors 
Decorah Chevrolet Cadillac • Albertson Auto Center 

Decorah Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 

~~Jeep_!_ 
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Pat Hunsberger honored with fVoo 
By Vicki Rowland 
Contributing Writer 

Pat Hunsberger of rural 
Elgin has been selected for the 
Woodland Owner of the Year 
Award for Forest District 2, 
Fayette County. Hunsberger 
was nominated by District 
Forester Greg Heidebrink of 
Charles City and notified of her 
selection by Dick Jensen of the 
Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

Pat and her late husband, 
Ben, farm just south of Elgin, 
with almost half of their farm 
pastured timberland. Before his 
death, Ben had advised Pat that 
there were some mature walnut 
trees that should be logged. 

Meanwhile, Pat walked the 
timberland on the east side of the 
road, a farm they purchased be­
fore the turn of the century. That 
stand of timber appeared un­
healthy to her, with a dense stand 
of weed trees vying for sunlight 
amongst the mature oaks and 
shagbarks. So the former Valley 
and North Fayette educator, who 
had additional conservation 
background experience as UN1 
Conservation Club president 
and Iowa Teachers Conservation 
Camp staffer, decided to im­
merse herself in learning more. 

When she contacted John 
Olds of One-Step Forestry for as­
sistance, the decision was made 
to conduct a full logging of ma­
ture trees. John agreed that the 
timber east of the road needed 
attention to become a healthy 

stand of trees. Pat then contacted 
District Forester Greg Heidebrink. 
Together they walked the 70 acres 
of timber, and Heidebrink helped 
her create a Tree Plan. This is a 
major commitment, a 20-year 
contract with multiple steps for 
improving the timber stand. 

The first step was to take the 
timber out of pasture produc­
tion. Cattle tend to graze the un­
dergrowth, gathering in singular 
areas under trees, and stomping 
the ground. The objective became 
improving the quality of the prop­
erty for wildlife and recreational 
opportunities, as well as an invest­
ment for the future. 

In order to implement the 
multistep plan, Pat hired private 
forester Kevin Franzen. He con­
tinues to work on timber stand 
improvement by removing weed 
;pecies. He has conducted a pre­
scribed burn (a second method 
sometimes utilized to eradicate the 
undesirable undergrowth, which 
proved to be hard work if the 
fuel on the ground was not dense 
enough), and maintained the seed­
ling plantings. 

Each step of improvement in­
volves an estimate from the district 
forester, which Pat can take to the 
NRCS office to inquire about cost­
share assistance. Partial funding 
helps manage the costs of the 20-
year plan. 

Hunsberger hired a com­
mercial group, Pinters of Cresco, 
to plant the tree seedlings. When 
Heidebrink mapped out her Tree 
Plan, Pat had indicated that a 

mature forest stand, consisting 
of oaks and shagbark hickory, 
was her personal preference. 
Evergreen seedlings - cedar, 
spruce and pine - are inter­
spersed among the oak seedlings 
to help deter deer from grazing 
on the young growth. Plastic tub­
ing is also placed on the young 
hardwood trees to protect them 
from the deer. 

An amendment to 
Hunsberger's Tree Plan was added 
two years ago with the inclusion 
of a maple stand on the west side 
of the road. The native maples 
create a "sugar bush," which can 
be tapped in the spring to make 
maple syrup, an activity Pat's son 
Andy has enjoyed. 

The rural Elgin woman will 
have to be patient to see results 
from her efforts. Trees, especially 
oak trees, grow very slowly, but 
already she has seen an increase 
in wildlife activity. Andy has trail 
cams that have recorded turkey, 
pheasants, skunks, woodchucks, 
coyotes and, of course, deer. 
Hunsberger notes that her con­
servation plan is "never done." 
Timber stand improvement is an 
ongoing activity. 

When asked to advise oth­
ers who might be interested, Pat 
recommended that they take the 
Woodland Masters class from 
Iowa State Extension, as well as 
attend the Forestry Field Days of-

WOODLAND AWARD 
See Page 15 
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Pat Hunsberger of rural Elgm has been selected as the Woodland 
Onwer of the Year. 

Randy Koehn 

rgkportablebuildings@gmail.com 

facebook.com/RGKWestUnion 

www.rgkportablebuildings.com 



Greg Heidebrink, District 2 Forester, presents a certified tree farm sign 
to Pat Hunsberger. 

WOODLAND AWARD Continued from Page 14 

fered by Iowa DNR and ISU Extension. She also encourages everyone to 
support the effort to restore funding for the Iowa Forestry Division, not­
ing that the district foreste r's territory has doubled in size. Hunsberger 
has personally become a member of the Iowa Tree Farm Committee to 
advocate for Iowa's forestry maintenance. 

The Woodland Owner of the Year honoree expressed her apprecia­
tion and gratitude to the following individuals for their advice and as­
sistance: Greg Heidebrink, District 2 forester; Aaron Anderson, NRCS; 
area tree farmers Jim Schneider, Bill Ogle, and Louis Christen; Fayette 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, Eric Boehm and Rod 
Marlatt. 

In his nomination letter, District Forester Heidebrink said of 
Hunsberger, "Pat is passionate about her property and always wants to 
do the 'right thing: It is enjoyable to work with enthusiastic, dedicated 
people, wanting to do the best for future generations. Pat is doing this by 
s\owly working through her plan and always looking for new projects to 
take on. Pat would make a great Woodland Owner of the Year." 
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Fund Iowa's Natural Resources & Outdoor 
Recreation Trust Fund 

By: Rod Marlatt, Director, Fayette County Conservation Board 

It's a question that has been pondered, discussed and de- ....------~.~-,-.----------, 

bated for decades. How does Iowa create a sustainable fund ­
ing source for the natural resources needs of the state? How 
do we actually tackle our water quality issues, habitat needs, 
and soil health, and increase the recreational opportunities 

T,-.lls 

throughout Iowa? =-
That question has actually been answered. It was answered, Portnonhlpo 13% 

vetted, and voted upon by the citizens of iowa. After two con­
secutive years of required legislative approval, the citizens of 
Iowa were given the opportunity to vote upon the addition 
of a constitutional amendment called the Natural Resources 
and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. This amendment also 
referred to as "Iowa's Water and Land Legacy" was passed in 

-· RIHOUrce -ond .... -
(REAP) 

... 

the general election of2010 by 63%. The amendment and its'--------- - ------' 
formula says that the next time a sales tax increase is imple-
mented in Iowa, the first 3/8 of a cent goes into the Trust Fund. The legislature could also modify the existing 
sales tax spending methods to fund the Trust. 

Incredibly, recent local conversations and polling has shown that many voters actually thought that the Trust 
was funded when they voted for it. When asked if they still supported a sales tax increase to fund the Trust, 
almost all voters said yes. 

Fully fimding the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund would mean around $150 million 
each year. Not o··rr time, but each year. Sixty to seventy percent of those funds will go to projects that directly 
and positively affect unprovements to Iowa's water quality issues; issues that nearly all Iowan and legislators 
agree must be addressed. Every year the legislature wrestles with ideas and methods to fund water quality im­
provement. This is frustrating given the fact that the voters in Iowa have already approved the vehicle to do so 
with an actual amendment to our constitution. 
This concept is not new to the Midwest. Both Missouri and Minnesota have implemented this funding and are 
lightyears ahead of us in this regard. Let's not tell our children and grandchildren that if you want to recreate to 
go to Missouri and/or Minnesota. 

Incidentally, Iowa ranks 50th in the nation for public land opportunities. Admittedly, we are an agricultural 
state and probably won't be #I, but surely we can do better than that. 

This is an opportunity for all Iowans, visitors, and tourist to share in the critical investment needed to en­
hance Iowa's natural resource future. The majority of Iowans still support funding the Trust and many don't 
realize that it still has not been funded. Hundreds of organizations, including most of our producer groups, 
support funding the Trust. 

You can help shape the future of conservation in Iowa by contacting your legislators and letting them know 
that you not only support funding the Trust, but that "yes," you also support a sales tax increase or modification 
to do so! 

To find out more. go to: www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org 

We are proud to support our conservationists! Your Full-Service 
Solar Company. SPR NG SALES 

-------
EVENT 

Blake Electric, Inc. specializes in providing high-quality, 
turnkey solar electric systems for our residential, 
commercial and farm customers. Our goal is to offer 
a single source for the design, installation and service 
of solar electric projects, resulting in a more satisfying 
customer experience. 

For competitive pricing and professional 
installation, call John today! 

BLAKE 
ELECTRIC 
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BAUMLER IMPLEMENTS 
1306 Hwy. 150 S.,West Umon, lA 52175 

(563) 422-3835 

www.baumlerimplements.com 

Carrying: 
Ruger • Smith & Wesson 
Sig Sauer • Springfield 

OPMS Rock River 
Bushmaster • Stag • Mossberg 

Remington • And Morel 

TAKE A SHOTnc 
GUN SHOP & 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
II to reserve a spot: (563) 422-7163 

300 Linden St., West Union, lA 
CHRIS BLUE • NRA-Certified Instructor • takeashotguns@hotmail.com 

By CHRIS DEBACK 

~-
Cynthia Hamlett of Aurora was the recipiertt of the Class of2017 Fayette County 

Soil and Water Conservation District Scholarship that .-----------. 
was awarded last spring by the Conservation Districts 
oflowa. 

A 2017 graduate of Stannont High School, 
Hamlett currently attends Iowa State University, 
where she is majoring in animal science with the hope 
of becoming an animal feed nutritionist Originally 
wanting to go into the fidd of agriculture communica­
tion, Hamlett changed her mind when she realized she 
enjoyed working with animals more. 

The scholarship is open to students from Iowa 
schools who plan on pursuing programs of study in 
any field of conservation or agriculture. 

"Working on a dairy farm and participating in the 
Dairy Quiz Bowl has given me a Jot of knowledge and 
experience dealing with nutrition," Hamlett noted on 
her scholarship application. "I think these two prime 
reasons are what made me lean toward my potential 
career. I enjoy learning about the way cattle react to eating feed, and the way things 
work in that field." 

The daughter of Mark and Jennifer Hamlett was very active during her time 
in high school. She was voted vice-president and then president of the Starmont 
FFA, was a team captain for the Stars' cross country team. and a member of Student 
Council, choir, track, basketball individual and group speech, and National Honor 
Society. In her community she was club president and secretary for Scott Hot Shots 
4-H Club, Fayette County Youth Council secretary, Fayette County Dairy Princess, 
and involved in the Lutheran Youth Organization and the Iowa Holstein Association. 

"Soil and water conservatton are extremely important within the agricultural 
field:' Hamlett stated on the application. "Both are substantially important for living 
species on earth ... [and] to sustain and continue with a prospering environment." 

Halmett's older sister, Sally, won the scholarship for the Class of 2016. 
Fayette County SWCD is currently considering the applicants for the class of 

2018, who submitted their applications in mid-February. Members look forward to 
selecting a scholarship winner for thi~ year, as well as for future years ln dO effort to 
encourage soil and water conservation in future generations. 

• Cold & Hot Pressure Washers 
• Cabinet Parts Washers 
• Steam Cleaners 
• Recycle Systems 
• Detergents 
• Parts & Accessories www.midwestcleaningalkota.com 

Midwest Cleaning 
Doug & Jan Kiel - Owners 

18297 Lincoln Rd. Fayette • 563-425-3219 
3.5 mi. South of West Union on Hwy. 150 



April 2018 Fayett,; SWCDFieport""' Page 17 

Managing Prairie with Prescribed Fire to Control Brome 
Allie Rath (319) 330-6015 

aralh@pheasantsforever.org 

Prescribed fire is a great 
tool we can .------~ 
utilize to 
manage na­
tive prai rie 
areas. A 
well-timed 
fire will in­
vigorate 
prairie spe· 
cies and help 
suppres> 
introdu<"t>d 
cool· season 
grasses and woody vegetation. 
'Ihe recommendation is to burn 
a 'illC" on a 3~ to 4-vear rota­
tion and to split your' site, if it's 
big enough, into at least 2 burn 
units to maintain cover/refuge 
for wildlife. With spring upon us, 
and prescribed burns already be­
ing implemented let's remember 
what role objectives play in when 
we burn. 

hr\t, let's remember the im­
port.mce ol firebreaks. Establish­
ing a green firebreak planted to 
intmduced legumes and non-ag­
grc~sive introduced grasses is en­
wuraged when establishing ana­
tive prairie planting. That could 
mclude for grasses: 0.5lb Timo 
thy. 0.6lb Red top. lib Peren­
ni.•l Rye grass, and for legumes: 
Alfalfa 0.5lb, Ladino clover lib, 
Kopu II white clover 0.5lb, Red 
dnwr I lb, Ahike clover Jib, and 
Partridge Pea O.IIb per acre. 
TypiCally the firebreak should be 

20' to 30' wide around the perim­
eter. If you have a green (planted) 
firebreak around your natives, it 
is recommended that you mow 
the break at least once before the 
primary nesting season (May IS -
August I is the primary nesting pe­
riod) and once after. This will help 
keep the vegetation in the firebreak 
in good shape and help prevent 
woody vegetation from encroach­
ing mto the break If you were un­
able to establish a green firebreak 
when the site was seeded. I would 
still encourage mowing a 20' to 
30' wide firebreak the fall before 
you plan to burn and spring of, as 
stated above. If you haven't created 
your firebreak yet and you plan 
on burning this spring you will 
want to rake the mowed residue 
AWAY from the burn unit so the 
fire doesn't sit there and smolder 
near the fireline, making someone 
babysit it the whole time. 

With many landowners con­
dueling burns around the county 
already it's getting others pumped 
up to Implement their burn. How­
ever. we must remember our objec­
t ives. Do you have any introduced, 
cool-season grasses, like brome, 
creeping into your native CRP 
field or prairie? This brome could 
be coming from a road ditch, wa­
terway, neighbors or from an old 
CRP you've transi tioned into ana­
tive cover type. As a deep·rooted 
rhizomatous perennL,I, brome can 
outcompete natives. Controlling! 
reducing brome will help increase 
your native specie~. The best time 
to burn your native CRP or prairie 

to reduce brome is when its grow­
ing point is up out of the ground 
and susceptible to damage. Most 
of the time this happens in late 
spring {early to mid-May) but 
this plant stage can fluctuate each 
spring, depending on temperature 
and moisture. Finding the perfect 
date to burn to reduce brome can 
be difficult so it's best to use the 
plant's physical growth to tell us 
when to burn. According to Will 
son's re<earch (National Park Ser­
,;ce Omaha, NE). burning when 
the tiller is elongated could reduce 
the regrowth by about 50%. \\'ill 
son found that tiller elongation 
happened when there were five 
or more green leaves on the til­
ler (stem). So, if you have brome 
creeping into your CRP or prairie, 
make sure you have five leaves or 

more on the brome 
before you burn, 

some woodr species. Once you 
have your brome under control 
you will want to change up the sea 
son in which you burn. 
If maintaining the forb component 
in your seeding is important then 
performing a dormant burn in the 
fall or early spring prior to April 
1st will help you meet this objec­
tive. Another way to look at it is 
if you have a diverse prairie with a 
lot of forbs then a dormant burn is 
the best option while waiting un­
tillate April or early .May will tend 
to favor grasses. Knowing what 
you have and what type of native 
vegetation stand you would like to 
achieve should be considered be­
fore you complete the burn. If you 
are unsure of what you han" please 
call to set·up a site visit. 

Fire is an import.mt tool used 

Semex Beef Semen ; 

to maintain and invigorate native 
prairie. Conducting them safely 
and effectively will help every 
one see the benefit> to prescnbed 
burning. Always contact the coun­
ty dispatch to let them know you're 
mtending to start a prescribed 
burn and where the location will 
be. Additional.ly, it is courteous to 
cal.! dispatch back when the burn 
is completed to let them know tt is 
done. 

If you have anr questions about 
how to conduct a prescribed burn, 
when you should burn, or to line 
up a site visit, plc~se contact Allie 
Rath, Farm BiU Wildlife Biologht 
with Pheasants Forever at (3 I 9) 
330-6015 or arath@'phea'"nt> ­
forever.org or contact your local 
Natural Resourcec; Conservation 
Service office for assistance. 

On AgFiex Silage 

otherwise you'll 
just be ~tin1uhting 

it. If you're in CRP 
then you have re 
strictions on your 
timeline for burn­
ing. You will need to 
get your burn com­
pleted before May 
IS. A good timeline 
to shoot for is late, 
late April th rough 
May 14 and then 
keep checking your 
brome leaves to see 
when you should 
actually burn . This 
late spring burn will 
also help control 

~ 25°/o 
Discount 
Off Retail 

Bags, Silage Sheeting, 
S~~nartSeaiOlYgen 

Barrier Plastic and 
SiloFiex Bale Wrap 

•• , ............. . , •• t'.,. 
Beck 
Hybrids 
Seed 
Alfalfa Seed 
Starting at 
$250/Bag 

Treated 
Soybean 
Seed 
Starting at 
$48/Bag 

JARED BARNES, PAS 
608-406-6933 

............................ ~ .......... . 

tristatedairyspeciallsts@gmail.com 
Serving farms in NE Iowa. 

SE Minnesota & SW Wisconstn 

Lisa Babe 
Ag Loan Officer 

Gus Barker 
President 

Stop in and talk with Lisa or Gus! 

We're here for all of Your Ag Needs! 

Your Community, Your Bank 

Community Bank of 
100 S. VINE· WEST UNION, lA 

563.422.6120 
MlWF 9-6 TH 9-7 SAT 9-3 

319-283-4000 24 S. Frederic~-; Av Oetweln 

319-283-6726 
MlWF 9-6 - a-7 SAT. 9·3 

- - ------- ------- - -
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PROUDLY SALUTING OUR AREA 
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATIONISTS! 

Rechkemmer Ag 
has available 

cover crop seed and ,.......~ 
apply in crop. 

Rechkemmer Ag 
is a proud supporter of 

Aryn Glew's FFA 
State Science Fair project. 

Aryn has been tracking nitrogen 
loss from tile lines. Has worked 
with us to divert this line into a 

nitrogen reduction pond. 

Aryn received Best Agriculture 
project, Honorable mention, and 

Second place in her division! 
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Soil & Water Conservation District Foundation Supporter Club 
The Fayette SWCD Foundation 

would like to thank all the people 
of Fayette County and beyond that 
have made contributings to the sup­
porter club for 2017. Our program 
are made possible by your continues 
support and conservation efforts. 

Supporters 
Baumler, Charles; Bouska, Kev­

in; Brown, Inez; Bucheit, Darlene; 
D & K Simrnentals; Diemer, jim & 
Christy; Donat, james & Darise; 
Duffy, Pat & Lisa; Fox, Paul & ju­
lene; Gallrneyer, jerry; Garetson, 
Kenneth; Granger, Diane; Gray, 
Charles & Mary; Hanson, Patricia; 
Henry, Harry; Howard, Dan; Jes­
persen, Margaret; Kerns, Diann; 
Kohls, Kenneth & Karen; Kueker, 
Raymond; Kunkle, EB & Margie; 
Langerman, Duane & Edith; 
Langerman, Dorothy; Leech, jean; 
Massman, Susan; Meaney, Howard 
& janet; Meyer, james; Nefzger, 
Robert & Marlys; Nerem, Merrill 
& Charlene; Ney, Stanley; Pape, 
Bruce & jean; Polk, Mary; Rausch, 
Alan & Katherine; Recker, Tim ; 
Ricahrds Sr, Leroy & Donna; 
Schlatter, Allan & Ruth; Schmitt, 
Dan; Schrader Family Farms; Sie­
brecht, jed; Teig, Dr. Nick & Mari­
lyn; Timber Creek LLC; Tope, jim 
& Mary jane; Tope, Randy; Treloar, 
Don & Mary; Trenkamp, Mitch­
ell; Varykino Inc; Voshell, Renee; 
Walenceus, William & Tamara; 
Watercress Run LLC; Wescott, 
Adeline & Bonnie; Wireman, Da­
vid & Florence; Wolfgram, Rev. 
Howard & Dorothy; Woodard, 
D1ck 

Saver~ 
Adams, Paul & jennifer; An­

derson family Ltd Ptnshp, Glad­
ys; Arthur, Steve & Sandra; Ash, 
Milton & Elizabeth; Bahe, Joe & 

• New & Used Motors 
• V-Belts 
• Wiring 
• Power Tools 
• Starters 
• Alternators 

Lisa; Baier, David & Maureen; 
Baker, Steven & Mary; Balk, jan­
ice; Bank Iowa; Barrel Drive Inc; 
Bassett, Robert & Bonnie; Beer­
mann, Ron & Collette; Beermann, 
Roger & Anne; Bodensteiner, Ron; 
Born, Gerald & Barbara; Bowling 
Farm Ptnshp, Gertrude; Bowling 
Farms; Bowling Heraty Hudson 
Farm Ptnshp; Bowlus, )ann; Boyer, 
Barbara; Breitsprech Landscaping; 
Brown, Forest; Brownell, Wayne & 
Karen; Burghardt, Very I & Patricia; 
Campbell, Robert & Trudy; Can­
non, Bruce & Sherry; Claassen, 
Thomas; Corbin, Ronald; Cowles, 
Kenton; Cowles, Robert & Beverly; 
C & W Farms; D & J Pumping; Da­
vis, Dougla~ & Patricia; Derflinger, 
David & Teri; Diebel, Stanley; Di­
emer, Kenneth; Durscher, Donald; 
Egan, Richard; Fedeler, Barbara; 
Fehr Graham; Finch, Robert & 
Dianna; Fink, )eryl & Rhonda; 
Fink, Rollin & Luann; Four Strong 
Ltd; Fox, Sheldon; Franzen, An­
nette; Franzen, Edward; Frieden, 
Richard & judy; Friedly, Kenneth; 
Fritz. Willys & Leanne; Gamm, 
Lee & julia; Gamm, Roger & Vicki; 
Gerlits, Don & Lois; Gibson, Brian; 
Grafenberg, john & jan; Grennan, 
Patrick & Karla; Griffin, Galen & 
Velda; Gross, Edward & Barbara; 
Frieden, Richard & judy; Gumm 
Farms LLC, Tim; Haas, Earl & 
Beverly; Hackman, Norbert; Ham­
lett, Tom & Karen; Harper, Brian 
& !Gm; Harrison Farm; Hayes, 
Thomas & Diann; Heath, Donna; 
Heic~. Lois; Heraty Hudson Farm 
Acct; Heraty McKenna Hudson; 
Hinsenbrock, Beverly; Holstrom, 
Phyllis; Hudson Family Farm 
Ptnshp; lmoehl DDS PC; Imoehl, 
Mark & Lynn; Ingels, Jeff & Alli­
son; Iron Tower Inc; Irvine, David 
& Colleen; Jacobsen, Kyle; Jones, 

Norman; Kaune, Iva Jean; Kauten, 
William; Kennon, Steve & Carol; 
Kilcher, Greg & Marcia; !Gng­
sland Family Trst; Koester, Ronald; 
Lansing, Keith; Lauer & Sons Inc, 
Leslie; Lockard, Evelyn; Loftus, 
Juanita; Martin, Dennis; Matthias, 
Gary; Meyer, Kenneth & Rebecca; 
Michael, Roger; Michels, john T 
& Karen; Mihal! 10/84, Marilyn; 
Miller, Barb; Moellers, jason & 
Lori; Mohs, Diane; Morse, Rod­
ney & Kristy; Nafuiger, David & 
Patricia; Nauholz, Don & Shirley; 
Nelson jr, Millard & LaVonne; NE 
Iowa Realty & Appraisal; Nolte, 
Roger; Ogle, joe; O'Kones, Ron 
& Barb; Oldenburg, Rosemary; 
Oldfather, joyce; O'Loughlin, An­
nette; Oltrogge, Dennis & judy; 
Palas, David & Marcia; Pape, Har­
ry & Wanita; Peterson, Darwin & 
Kathleen; Pleggenkuhle, Gene & 
janice; Pleggenkuhle, David; PH­
ester, Donald; Pork-U-Pine Haven 
Inc; Post, Roy; Puff, Mike; Raw­
son, Karel & joyce; Recker, Tim; 
Reed, Gary & Penny; Ridenour, 
Sam & Mary; Robinson, Florence; 
Roys, Kath1 ,-n; P11eber Livestock; 
Ruff, Daryl & jackie; Ruff, I eota; 
Sanders Farm LLC, ESW; Schlat­
ter, Anna Mae; Schlatter, Keith; 
Schmidt, Duane; Schneider, jim 
& Colleen; Schrader, LeWayn; 
Schrage, Darwin; Schroeder Feed 
& Seed Co; Schutte, David & Kar­
en; Seedorff, Ron & joyce; Seegers, 
Marvin; Sieck, Eugene & Doris; 
Sieck, William; Smith, Patricia; 
Smith, Chuck & judy; Smith, Le­
land & Roberta; Soppe, LeRoy & 
Marcia; Springer, Norma; Star­
mont Holsteins; Stecklein, TJ & 
Christi; Steffens, Kevin & Mari­
lyn; Steffens, Lester; Steinbronn, 
George & janice; Stone, Merle & 
Elva; Story, Steve & Donna; Strong. 

Duane & Sarah; Swenson, Robert; 
Szabo Construction; Te!Gppe, Lyle 
& Deb; Tellin , Dennis & jeanine; 
Tope, Steve & Kaye; Town & Coun­
try Real Estate; Traeger III, Edgar; 
Treloar, judy; West Union Vet 
Clinic; Wingert, Eleanor; Wingert, 
joe; Winzenburg, Allen & Brenda; 
Wood, Joe; Woodard Insurance 
Agency; Woods, Julie 

Stewards 
Bagenstos, Shirley; Bergman, 

Wayne & Patricia; Blockhus, Ken­
neth; Blong, Dr. Clair; Boess, Paul 
& Dorothy; Bruihler, john & Deb­
ra; Calease, Dale & Ellen; Citizens 
Savings Bank; Cole Grain Farms; 
Community State Bank; Cook, 
Steve & I .aurie; Costello, james & 
Mary; Curtis Farm Ace!; Davis, 
Alan; Dittmer, Todd & !Gm; DMR 
Family; Drilling, Earl & Kath­
leen; Easton Water Conditioning; 
Egland Tiling, Doug; Elgin State 
Bank; Fagle, Dan & Melissa; Fi­
delity Bank & Trst; Forsyth, jeff & 
Lisa; Foxwell, Paul; Frey, john & 
Susan; Gjere, Curtis & Linda; Hal­
stead Brothers; Henderson, Bert & 
Zelpha; Heyng Firms Inc; jackson, 
james & Tatiana; Kelly, john; Kerns, 
jon & jere; !Gttelson, Richard; Ko­
empel, Alice; Kuennen, Gerald & 
Margaret; Kuennen, Dan & Kath­
ryn; L & H Ranch Inc; Leahy, Don 
& Marsha; Lensing, C); Mcintosh, 
Marian; McMillan, Henry M; Me­
Sweeny Farms, Robert & Patricia; 
Meiners, DMR; Merkel Bowling; 
Meske!, Thomas & Mary; Muel­
lerr, Bruce & Marlene; Munns 
Berthel, LuAnn; Niemann Const 
Co, Paul; Orr, john & Sharon; Pat­
ridge, Paul; Pleggenkuhle CM )r 
& Kellee; Poppen, Doug & Leslie; 
Rasool, CG & Parveen; Rausch & 
Son, Don; Reilly, Robert; Rueber, 
Dean & Kay; Schaefers, George; 

Schmitt, Steve & Connie; Schnei­
der Revoc Trst, Fred; Seedorff, 
Marilyn; Sidehill Pork LLC; Steege, 
jon; Steege. Stephanie; Steggall, 
Darrel & Therese; Struve, Brad & 
Lynn; Torkelson Motors; Under­
wood, Charles; Vandersee, Gwen­
nith; Wellman, Patsy; Winter, Dan 
& Susan; Wolfenberger, David; 
Woods, Randy & Jodi; Woods Trst, 
Don & julie; Wynthein, David & 
Leslie 

Sustainers 
Addy, Robert & Margaret; AF 

Farms Ltd; Bahe, Don & Deb; Bay­
ness Revoc Trst, jerry; Beeghly, 
james & Nina; Boehm, Eric & Cin­
dy; Boyer, Barry & Gilda; Bruihler 
Farms Inc; Cannon, Corey; Can­
non's Greenhouse; Deutsch, Leon 
& Linda; Helgerson, Randy; Hod­
son, Don & Kathryn; Kalb Farm 
Corp, john; Kalb, Pete & jeannie; 
Kleppe, Leslie & Fern; Lone Pine 
LLC; Maynard Savings Bank; Mc­
Millan Bros Inc; McMillan, Robert 
& Elizabeth; Nutri-Hose Inc; Pa­
gel, Albert; Pagel Farm Seed; Ries, 
Robert & Sharon; Rosburg, Dan & 
Elaine; Scheffel, Richard & Linnae; 
Siemers, Hans & Rose; Valley Pork 
LLC 

Benefactors 
Araich Anstalt Ltd; Bennett, Wil­
liam & judy; Brancanova Anstalt 
Ltd; C & G Ventures LLC; Crop 
Production Services; Cunning­
ham, john & Dawn; Fremont 
Ridge LC; Genesus Farms Inc; 
Heoger, Paul & Phyllis; Hoeger, 
judy; jensen, Collin; Kalb, Robert; 
Shiloh Farms Ltd; Trotter, Rick & 
joyce; Voncasta Anstalt Ltd 

I 
Wherever you roam in 

FA VETTE COUNTY ... 
remember, we're the only 

'tried & true' DRIVE-IN around! 
We're are well-known for our 

Hi-Boys/Onion Rings/Cheddar Crisps/Broasted Chicken 
Malts, Shakes & so much more! 

Barrel Drive In 
"(JJeal(m/>,uh·Senue <luue /IJ()()" 

Highway 1.50 N., West Union 
Ph. (563) 422-5197 

Supporting 
local 
FARMERS •.• 
one 
TRUCKLOAD 

lembke & Hageman 
lLCe 

I Kevin Lembke 563-380-4535 • Dale Hageman 563-380-7852 ELGIN, lA 

- ---- -~-----~ 



Page 20 Fayette SWCD Report April2018 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND STEWARTSHIP 
DIVISION OF SOIL CONSERVATION AND WATER QUALITY 

SOIL CONSERVATION COST SHARE 
SFY 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

COST SHARE IN 2017 

State contribution ...... . 
~COSI:Wl'llll'ld~SlJ01»111 

Iowa farmer contribution 

Total investment ....... . 

$7 million 

$8.6 million 

tiMfi!M 
1,1911owa farmers used cost share to install 
conservation practices. 

Conservation practices 
included ... 

Why .a many termcesi' They are 

an efJ~. long term conxrvation 

prac:titt- and tnlpupto 9S' ofth~ 
sediment and ptx.pborus from. fidd 

DID YOU KNOW? There were 297 
miles of tei'TBces installed using 
state cost share in SFY 2017 

As a crow fues, this is the dlsta.nce 
from Sioux City to Dubuque! 

'"The cost-share program is a partnership between the 
local landowners and state to help get conservation 
pracuces on the land that prevent erosion and unprove 
water quality. These funds are a great investment by 
the state, Wlth formers historically contributing $1.50 or 
more for each dollar invested by the state.• 

BtU Nor1hey, Iowa Secre1ary of Agriwlrure 

SOIL CONSERVATION COST SHARE 
SFY 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
foi'O¥ertourdecldes,lowa'sc:onservatloncostshare~mhasencoura&ee~lheldoptlonoflnd~rdship 

andc:onstMtionpract~CeSthltsustalnaO'fcultuteandpreserveourstate'sn~turalresourta. 

1110o\Y --34 Technlclo,. 
ond 84 

eono-tlon -... 
- .. 100 -· Staffwort<tn 

multJptedistticts 

toensureWOf'k 
gets done 

FUNDING 
..,. 

of the .. ,. -­....... 

HOW COST SHARE WORKS 

0 

0 

Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land 
Stewardship (IDALS) receives 
appropriation from the legislature. 

0t.ente laruUornul :.~cross fowl dnectly dftrt the­

cost and type- f"l( IXJJI.c.rvlbon prK~ bnlt lor 
each field. TherUore, kx:ation affl"rt-'1 the amount 

of fu.odi.n&• t'Qunty needl and reccivu 

Funds are distributed to lowa·s 100 
SWCOs based on land use, soil erod1bilrty, and 
landowner demand. 

WHAT"S A SWCD ? 
-SWCDI&aSoi&Wat rCa 1'\'dti:>nDI tr1t1,marleupo1State.D•slnct 

ncfeder3 staff plu ltv! let.edCOmil ,ontrs 

State staff In some flefd offk:es Include: 

TECHNICIANS: 
~--~CifthC:tati.Pfoorldeled'WIIcal .. pport,....,.,~ertdt.yout 
oncl .. ~prectloe&. 

CONSERVATION ASSISTANTS: 
Yftltkwtthcom~al'dla~ Pfonde..-.,_andwpponfOI'dl:l.trlctacttYtaesancl 
outreMfl,endproc.ess~applk»OOM~nclcWIN.. 

Districuo.ndlocal 
groups panncr to 
hoslcdua~tional 

e•:cnts o.nd field days 
rnthcll'commurulies 
throughout the year 

0 Then, farmers and landowners apply for cost share by visrtmg their local SWCOS, 

Applications are accepted year round 

CGst share can be used fr>r both management practices and penn anent 
conservation practices. 

SOIL CONSERVATION COST SHARE 
SFY 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

0 

0 Next, farmers hire a local contractor and get to work! Conservation practice plans 
are developed by staff working With landowners and local contractors. 

Modern survey and design tools help in the design, customizing practices for each field. 

0 Practices are Installed and the soil conservation and water quality benefits begin! 

Investing in soil conservation not only Improves productivity on the farm by keeping soU 
in our fields, It also helps keep soil and nutrients out of the water. 

PRACTICE EXAMPLES: 

TERRACES MANAGEMENT 
(COVER CROPS) 

GRASSED WATER & SEDIMENT GRADE 
WATERWAY CONTROL BASLN STABILIZATION 

SF¥2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

• 
Cost Share allows more conservation 
practices to be Installed. 

Beneflts 

~ reduce erosion, soli loss, and nvtritmt runoH 

~ improve so!! health and water quality 

~ reduce stonn water 1m pad. on prl'tate 
proptr:y and lnfrastnlctl.lre 

• 
5% of each year's cost-share appropriation goes toward protecting the water qual tty of 
public-owned lakes m Iowa. 

• 

Local SWCDs submit applications to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources to become • designated !aka. 

Thismaps.howseUgibklaJc.esforSP\'2017. It 
Fanners living wtthln the •~lt'CUd lakes' watenbcds 
can apply for up to 75~4 coat &hare tn onln to 
establish practitts to protect water quali~. 

It's good for Iowa's economy_ Money gets reinvested in loy,-a's local economies benefttlng local 
communities. 

Terry Wiflholt farms com ~ncJ soybeans with his brofher Mat1f In both WapeUo and 

Jefferson Counties around the Ba!aria area. They partldpate In the WQf Cedar 

Creek Partnership Watershed Project, as weflas lheCompetlne Creek WaterYie<l 

Project Their farms are all no lilland they apply ntrrogen With !he pJanler in the 

spring. They lead by example by using multJple conservatJon pnJctk:es, Including 
terraces, ~aterways, tflter stnps, tum strips, and 00\'el" crops. The Willhohs say 

they use the con~tiOn prac!ices because they make sense economically, 

but also because of the many benefits, Including conrrollmg erosion. 
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Iowa's Water & Land Legacy 
The biggest conservation funding opportunity to ever come to Iowa - even in our 

lifetime! 
In 20!0, 65% of Iowans voted for a constitutional amendment to create a perma­

nent and protected funding source fully dedicated to conservation, wildlife habitat, im­
proving water quality, protecting soil, and increasing outdoor recreation opportunities 
throughout Iowa. The problem is, six years later, the Trust Fund sits empty because it 
requires a sales tax increase or modification of 3/8 of a cent for funding. The estimated 
revenue for natural resources and outdoor recreation is $!50 million each year! His­
torically, hunters and anglers have footed nearly all the cost of natural resource funding. 
This is an opportunity for all Iowans, visitors, and tourists to share in the critical invest­
ment needed to enhance Iowa's natural resource future. Everything ultimately comes 
from the land, yet we invest little back in return ... an investment not only in the land, 
but in our kids' outdoor future. 

The majority oflowa residents still support funding the trust. Many don't even realize 
it was never funded. Hundreds of organizations, including Pheasants Forever, also sup­
port funding the trust and urge our political leaders to fund the 3/8 of a cent sales tax 
increase and to keep the funding forumula to the right. To find out more, go to: www. 
iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org 

You can help shaf.c the future of conservation in Iowa by contacting your legislative 
representatives and etting them know you support funding the trust, and by passing this 
information on to others. 

Local 
conservation 
partnershipS 

Iowa Resource 
Enhancement 

and Protection 
(REAP) 

Lake restoration 

Soil 
conservation 
and water 
protection 

Watershed protection 

DIR' WORXLLc 
HAWKEYE, lA 

563.380.2386 

We're fully equipped to serve you 
w1th any septic problems you may 
encounter wtth our sewer camera, 

auger, Jetler and backhoe if needed 

Call now to schedule 
your septic tank 

pumping! 
(563) 880-8350 

Ethan Koehn 
Construct.ion recenHy 

purthased Groth Sepbc 
Service so please call 
Ethan w•th all of your 

~aB3lliJ~o 
~lllll!lllll!ll!ll!ll!l!llllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllilllllllllllillillilllll!l' 

SEPTIC SERVICE * TILING * DOZING * EXCAVATING • septic needs! 

Soil &Water 
Conservation 

protects your land & investments ... 

Adequate Insurance. 
SEE YOUR NEAREST AGENT: 

Michael Insurance Agency 
(563) 422-6081 
michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net 

A&J Petersburg Agency 
(563) 382-3627 
agency@ajpetersburg.com 

Don Anderson Agency 
(563) 883-8012 
donanderson@harmonytel .net 

Bieber Insurance 
(563) 568-3435 
biebinre@qwestoffice.net 

Hintz-Ziegler-Mill Agency 
(563) 283-1555 
!y!e@hzml.com 

Leslie White Agency 
(563) 423-5913 
insure@acegroup.cc 

Kelly & Miller Agency 
(563) 425-4569 
kel!ymillerins@iowatelecom.net 

Bushman Insurance 
(563) 562-9207 
agency@bushmaninsurance.com 

CIA Insurance Agency 
Cresco • (563) 547-2382 
ciainfo@ciains.biz 

Kerndt Brothers Agency 
(563) 538-4207 
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com 

Hometown Insurance 
(800) 424-4929 
lhtinsur@neitel.net 

\. t\Ul"CJ 
~" AI< 

~ r= ~ 
~v~ 

Decorah Office: 
Jim Clarke, 

Steve Hildebrand, 
Dave Nienhaus, 

Charity Kuboushek, 
April Hamilton 

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL 
INSURANCE ASSOC. 

119 East Water • DECORAH · 56l·l81·9695 
www.norw ianmutualins.com 
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Iowa s Habitat and Access Program in Eastern Iowa 
West Union, lA - Hunters in Eastern Iowa 

have increased opportu­
nities to take to the field 
thanks to a program ad­
ministered by the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Iowa's Habi­
tat and Access Program 
(!HAP) has been around 
since 2012. It is a coopera­
tive effort between private 
landowners and the Iowa 

.... ......,_ .....,."'--__, DNR that improves prop-
Greg Schmitt erties for wildlife in return 

for walk-in access to hunt. 
Through grant money from Federal Farm Bills, 
the Iowa DNR private lands staff and partners 
develop and implement a wildlife management 
plan with landowners voluntarily enrolled in 
the program. 

Management plans for !HAPs are designed 
to be the Cadillac of habitat improvement and 
a showcase of quality wildlife habitat. Land­
owners are paid an incentive to plant diverse 
grassland seedings and food plots, implement 
practices to improve timber stands like crop 

tree release and brush management. 
There are currently 156 sites open across 

Iowa totaling 22,646 acres for the 17/18 hunt­
ing season. 

In Eastern Iowa, there are 20 sites open to­
talling 2,785 acres. 

Fayette County 5 !HA Ps- 651 acres, Win­
neshiek County 3 !HAPs- 366 acres 

Clayton I !HAP - 86 acres, Allamakee I 
!HAP - 145 acres 

Buchanan I !HAP - 183 acres, Delaware I 
!HAP- 118 acres 

Tama I !HAP- 93 acres, Benton I !HAP-
156 acres 

Jackson 3 !HAPs - 581 acres, Jones 2 !HAPs 
- 271 acres 

Clinton I !HAP- 135 acres 
For more information on individual I HAPs, 

consult the Iowa DNR webpage: http://www. 
iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Piaces-to-Hunt-Shoot/ 
Habitat-Access-Program 

To help maintain the success of!HAP, hunt­
ers are asked to respect private property when 
hunting and follow these !HAP tips and guide­
lines. Walk-in public hunting through !HAP is 
available between September I and May 31st. 

We dig deeper ... 
c H E A P E R! 
Talk to us about your soil conservatio n plans! 

See us fora// your 

TILING· TERRACING· PONDS· WATERWAYS 
DOUG EGELAND TILING 
1761 Sand Road, Ossian • 563-532-9369 

43 Years Experience- L/CA Member 

Far mers Win 
~ Coop 

110 N. Jefferson, Fredericksburg 

Toll -Free: 
800-562-8389 

Bremer • Fredericksburg • Frederik~ • Hawkeye • Ionia • Jackson Junction 
Sumner • Waucoma • Burr Oak • Cresco East • Cresco West 

Decorah • Mabel • Florenceville/Gra • Ridgeway 

Areas are posted with signs (to the r ight), and 
are regularly patrolled by Iowa DNR conser­
vation officers. Safety zones also are clearly 
marked. Learn more about the I HAP pro­
gram and benefits to landowners and hunters. 
Hunter Guidelines and TIPS for !HAP 
Tracts: 

• Hunt only on !HAP property. Do not 
walk or hunt on adjacent property. Allow a 
buffer around livestock and buildings. !HAP 
tracts are for walk-in hunting only. Do not 
enter properties with vehkles. Do not open 
gates. Avoid stretching fences when crossing 
them. 

• !HAP tracts are for hunting only. Other 
activities such as target shooting, camping, 
horseback riding, or professional dog training 
are NOT included in the contracts and, there­
fore, are prohibited. 

• Obey all Iowa hunting regulations and re­
spect the rights of the landowners when using 
the area. Treat the land as if it were your own 
and act responsibly. Current !HAP contracts 
are only for three to ten years. Hunter behav­
ior may decide the future enroUment of these 
areas. 

• Take all your trash with you when you 
leave an area. Make an effort to pick up any 
trash left by others. 

• !HAP tracts are open from September I 
through May 31st . 

• The maps that are provided are intended to 
assist users in identifying the locations of Iowa 
Habitat & Access Program properties. While 
every effort is made to ensure the accuracy 
of these maps, they are intended for use as a 
general reference. Signs will mark the actual 
!HAP boundary. Use posted signs as the t r ue 
boundaries. 

• At each !HAP site you will find checkout 
cards and drop box. When you are ready to 
leave, please complete a checkout card docu­
menting your hunt and place in the drop box. 
Your feedback helps maintain good relation­
ships with !HAP landowners. 

At this time, there are no funds for any new 
I HAP projects. There is potential for funding 
in the 2018 Farmbill that Congress is currently 
working to complete. 

Contact Information: Greg Schmitt, Iowa 
DNR Private Lands Biologist, 563-380-0373. 

We've been lending a hand to farmers for decades ... 
. .. yielding strong protection 

Tile drainage is an 
exceptional agricultural 
practice that extracts 
excess water from soil. 
reducing soil moisture 
levels to allow optimal 

crop growth. E & D Repair 
provides top-quality soil ti ling 

that will help your crops 
flourish like never before. 

Dependable Tiling Repairs 
• W ATER LEAKAGE REPAIR 

• W ATER DAMAGE REPAIR 

• TILING INSTALLATION 

• TILING REPAIR 

Quality Tiling SeNices 
• FIELD TILLING 

• D RAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• TRENCHED-IN TILING 

• PLOWED-IN TILING 

Eri'R=u~~~nis Fort Atkinson • 563-419-8221 
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Prescribed Burn Workshop Recently 
Conducted in Fayette County 

AHit Rllth (319) 3~15 
lr3~asantslorever org 

Changing Mind & 
Changing oi 1 

The Iowa Soybean Association 
(ISA) develops policies and 
programs that help farmers 
expand profit opportunities 

while promoting environmentally 
sensitive production using the 

Bnan Fankhauser, tNHF, prasent•ng 
safety and smoke management at o 
wor1<shop 

mC'nt <hu:t oud it made a lot of Hn~~ to me~ 
I'm exoteJ tor m)· fir:ott burn; the native gra' es 
will really come and it'll b.. brauhful•• lhr 
wurk~hup ~..ert.tinly !ooeemed to be a "'u"~s and 
somrthmg we w.U roll out annually and mo,·r 
-round to olher counties. 

If you havr any qur toon> about how to 
conduct a prescnbed burn, wnrn you should 
burn. or to hne up a site vi~1t, plea\e contact 
Alhr Rath farm Bill Wildlifr Biologist with 
Phra-ants I'orr\'er at (.119) 330-6015 or arath('< 
phea"ant torc't·c:r.org or contact your local Nat· 
ural ReMJurc CnnKrvatmn St:rvkeo offi(C" ftu 
a "-i taru.r 

• IOYj_~o~9dt~o~~N 
Expanding Opportunities. Delivering Results. 

Soybean Checkoff and other resources. The Association is governed by an elected board 
of 21 volunteer farmers and serves more than 11,000 members throughout the state. 

ISA was orgamzed in 1964 by a group of Iowa farmers who carne together wtth a common 
goal- to tncrease the profitability of soybean productton In the state At that ttme. the U S. 

grew 701 mtllion bushels of soybeans at a price of $2.62 per bushel. In 2004, the U.S. grew 
nearly 3 2 mtlhon bushels of soybeans at a pnce of $5.65 per bushel. Iowa Is always a top 

soybean-producmg state, and tn 2004 tt grew 497 mtllton bushels of the total U S crop. 
Visit us online at www.iasoybeans.com 

Thank you to our 2017 Grand Sponsors: 
AgVenture Seed Fanners Savtngs Bank 
Aurora Elevator Kruger Seed 

Bahe Seed Fidelity Bank, Oelwetn 
Bank 1st, West Union Maynard Savings Bank 

Beck's Hybnd Flint Htlls Resources 
Bodensteiner Implement Ktngdon Seed- Soon Albrecht 

Cargill AgHonzons MarketingTechntcal Drainage Solutions 
CGB Clayton Innovative Ag Servtces 

Community Bank of Oelwein Mark Ney _ Monsanto 
Dave Derflinger- Crop Insurance of NE Iowa 

Fann B u Fo ndal Setvices 

Fann Cred1t SeMces 
-Stroog Hemesath Fuhrman 

P10neer Hybnds - Tim 01llon 

Fayette County Cor 

RFSW & Co. CPA 
Three Rivers FS 

RS. Precision Services 
Smtih Insurance 

Stiver Edge Co,.op 
S mmons, Pemne, Moyer. 

Bergman PLC 
Viafield 

Bayer Crop 
...Josh G e per 
Wyffels Hybnds 

and Soy 

Bl Ilon Hahe, l mmi inna 

IOWA 
CORN 
PRO. lOTIO . 
8 0 A R I) 

www.iowacorn.org 

WEARE 
IOWA CORN 
The Iowa Corn Promotion Board (ICPB), 
works to develop and defend markets, 
fund research, and provide education 

about corn and com products. 

The Iowa Com Growers Association 
(ICGA) Is a membership organization 

lobbying on agricultural issues on 
behalf of Its 8,000 members. 

Both organizations work on the 
joint mission to create opportunities 

for long-tenn Iowa com grower 
profitability. 
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Running on 'Low'----
Richard E. Jensen, chairman 

Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District 

We understand that the land you operate is spe- of lost topsoil. 
cia! to you and your family, but do you know that your The most simple, humble, 
land IS specml to us as well? All land is special to us, but vital device attached to all 
and we think it deserves to be treated with respect machines is the ordinary oil 
and appreciation. We are all obligated to be respon- dipstick. The importance of an '--------' 
sible caregivers of this most fragile and vital natural 
resources on Earth - our soil. 

Because of this, we are encouraging every land· 
user m Fayette County to participate with us in mak­
ing 2018 the "Responsible Land-User Year." Just re­
quest a farm visit to discuss and view your conserva­
tion concerns. We can offer free helpful information, 
technical assistance, and cost-share for a wide selec­
tion of conservation practices. 

inch or two below the "Add" indicator shows an un­
healthy machine in need of attention from a respon­
sible operator. 

Likewise, the depletion of topsoil from the land 
cannot be ignored. If there were a "soil dipstick;' many 
acres m Fayette County would indicate a need to 
"add" topsoil, which is impossible. Lost soil, like lost 
time, cannot be replaced; it can only be remembered 
as tt once was. 

The depletion of topsoil can be so slow and subtle 
that only the most "Responsible Land-User" recog­
mzes that van1shmg depth ofth1s fertile soil. 

April2018 

Farming is your livelihood, and it ' s 

our business to help protect that. 

I make it simple to help you select the coverage that's right for 
you today and provide options for the future of your growing 
operation. Now that's Smarter Insurance for Agriculture 

Contact me to schedule an on-site 
SuperCheck• and ensure you have 
the coverage you need. 
Nancy Franzen 
600 Hwy 18 w Ste 1 
West Union 
{563) 422-5299 
{563)419-2921 Cell 
ht1ps:l/37086.1bfsagents.com 

-- FARM BUREAU 
··-· FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Following appropriate land-use recommenda­
ti~ns will res~t in a healthy relationship with your 
s01l, plant, an1mal, and human community. The loss 
of topsoil from your fields could be considered as a 
cost of production or expense similar to taxes, inter­
est and depreciation. This is a loss that cannot be re­
covered or replaced. The movement of soil, known as 
erosion, by the natural force of wind and water is con­
stant. Ethical land-users understand the consequence 

Your signature as a land-user is written in your 
fields and testifies to your attitude of respectable and 
respons1ble land use. Our goal is to keep your soil 
healthy and in place for generations to come. 

Fann & Ranch I Commercial Ag I Crop I Succession Strategies I Workers Compensation 

Conservation 
affects us all ... 
and we are proud to salute those 

who join us in the cause! 

Visit our website to see how you 
can conserve energy at home! 

/ 
ALLAMAKfpJE •CLAYTON 
!LECTRIC COOr .. ATIVE www.acrec.com 

Your Touchstont Entrgye ~rill he~ 

Call (563) 422-3868 if your farm is using soil. 

FARMERS 
.Iowa's Greatest Natural Resource 

Adam Schaufenbuel 
Elkader 

(563) 245-2522 

Isaac Brehmer 
Monona 

(563) 539-2015 

Erik Helgerson 
Monona 

(563) 539-2015 

~ #? b 
Freedom Bank 

YOUR Comu1unlty. YOUR F.inanctL l'VUR smL 

www.myfreedomaccount.com 

Gayge Samuelson 
Postville 

(563) 864-7441 
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Got a Gully? Fix It, Don't Disc It! 
Conservation Compliance 

Change Requires Treating 
Ephemeral Gully Erosion 
on Highly Erodible Land 

If you discover areas of ephem­
eral gully erosion this fall, visit 
your local Natural Resources Con­
servation Service office before dis­
king any areas of h ighly erodible 
fields. Iowa fame rs who partici­
pate in USDA programs will now 
be required to provide additional 
control of ephemeral gully erosion 
on their highly erodible fields af­
ter recent changes in conservation 
c...ompliance requirements, State 
Conservationist Kurt Simon said. 

This change is in response to a 
recent Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) report comparing compli­
'nce review procedures in several 
states. OIG recommended modifi 
cations to NRCS' compli­
ance review procedures to 
provide more consistency 
across the nation. Thus, 
Iowa NRCS has made 
compliance review pro­
cedure adjustments that 
might impact farmers. 

Since the passage of 
the 1985 Farm Bill. farm­
er have been required to 
control erosion on fields 
that are cla,.ified as high-
1)' erodible. Each spring, 
NHCS conducts compli 
ance reviews on a ran 
dom sdrdion of highly 
erod1ble fields to deter­
mine if erosion has been 
.J.dequatcly controlled. A 

non-compliance ruling can affect 
benefits that farmers receive from 
USDA agencies in a number of 
ways-from Conservation Reserve 
program payments to Price Loss 
Coverage. 

"Affected farmers \vill need 
to consider installing additional 
conservation practices to better 
control ephemeral gully erosion," 
Simon said. 

Typical practices used to control 
ephemeral gullies include no till 
farming, cover crops, grassed wa­
terways, and terraces. Simon said 
NRCS employees will work closely 
with farmers to help them meet 
erosion-control requirements. 

"We are available to help farm­
ers identify ephemeral erosion in 
their fields or where it may occur 
in the future, and assist them with 

applying the conservation practic­
es that best fi t their farming opera­
tions," he said. 

If erosion control issues are 
identified during compliance re­
views, producers may be given 
time to make adjustments and 
install needed conservation prac­
tices. He said Iowa N RCS offers 
financial assistance to help farmers 
install or implement conservation 
practices across the state. Land­
owners can sign up for voluntary 
Farm Bill conservation programs 
on a continual basis. 

When in doubt, visit your local 
NRCS office before performing 
any tillage that is not part of your 
conservation plan on any land 
classified as HEL. For more infor­
mation, visit NRCS at your local 
USDA Service Center. 

Proudly serving residential customers 

Page 25 

across Northeast Iowa! 

Thank you for letting Timmerman's 
serve your solar energy needs! 

Services we provide: 
Solar Electricity (Photovoltaic & PV) 
Wind Electricity 
Solar Hot Water Heating Systems 
Site Assessment 
Rebates and Tax Incentives 
Installation, Instruction and knowledge 

LLC 

Clean Power Today for a Green Tomorrow 
www.timmermanstalents.com 5381 

Certified Wind and 
PV site assessor, 
Sales, Installation 
and service of on 

and off grid wind, PV 
and SDHW systems_ 

Lane, P~attevi WI 53818 · (608) 642-2262 
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Soil Stewardship 
Dr. jennifer Stoffel, Associate Professor of Biology, Upper Iowa University 

We are very fortunate to live 
in an area of the world where our 
soils are productive. In northeast 
Iowa the soils of the region de­
veloped under forest vegetation 
while the rest of the state devel­
oped under prairie vegetation. As 
landowners, we have inherited the 
right to be the steward of a piece 
of land that has been changing for 
thousands of years due to natural 
processes (e.g., wind and water 
erosion, leaching, decomposition). 
The end result is that our soils tend 
to be very productive for plant 
growth which is evidenced by our 
high corn suitability ratings. 

While soil has been devel­
oping for thousands of years, as 
landowners we can facilitate nat­
ural processes or be drivers that 
can change the soil system and its 
productive capacity for better or 
worse. The top layers of the soil 
are the most productive due to the 
higher induts of organic matter 
from dea plant material. Prairie 
plants have very deep root systems 
which have facili tated the develop­
ment of soils with a lot of humus, 
the stable fraction of organic mat­
ter. Forest soils generally have a 
bit less humus that is at shallower 
depths. 

The amount of humus found 
in the soil is tightly linked to the 
productive capacity of the soil be­
cause it can help soil hold and ex­
change nutrients. Soils with more 
humus tend to have less leaching 
of nutrients out of the plant pro­
file. Humus also increases the abil­
ity of soils to infiltrate water during 
heavy rains, and store water during 
droughts. Soils with more humus 
tend to have more aggregates, 
structural units of soil, which pro-

vide an important habitat for many 
soil organisms that help to recycle 
nutrients needed for plant growth. 
Soil productivity can be greatly 
changed by our decisions as land 
stewards. The top horizons of soil 
are the most productive because of 
the greater amount of humus. 

Unfortunately, as humans, we 
can accelerate soil erosion through 
soil disruption and lack of soil pro­
tection. Soils are susceptible to 
wind and water erosion that cause 
the most productive horizons of 
the soil to be lost first. As we think 
about preserving our existing or­
ganic matter, we should explore 
mechanisms that minimize soil 
disruption. For example, consid­
ering conservation tillage instead 
of conventional plowing, or con­
sidering no-till instead of conser­
vation tillage. 

In the prairie and forest sys­
tems that developed our soils, 
there was much input of dead plant 
material from the forest or prairie 
system helping to feed the process 
of decomfosition that helps in­
crease soi humus. If we consider 
management practices to increase 
the input of organic matter we 
are helping to improve at least an 
aspect of soil health. In our agri­
cultural systems we can help feed 
the soil by leaving crop residue 
on the field or by considering the 
use of cover crops. Cover crops in­
crease the amount of residue that 
is integrated into the system while 
stabilizing the soil and reducing 
the impact of raindrop splash and 
decreasing the likelihood that soil 
will become airborne during wind 
erosion. 

Our legacy of land steward­
ship will be paved by repeatedly 

demonstrating through our ac­
tions that we can keep learning 
about improving soil health and 
water quality, and that we are will­
ing to grow and change with the 
times. These dedicated efforts will 
be evident to future generations in 
the region's improved soil health 
and water quality. 

Upper Iowa Un1versity Associ­
ate Professor of Biology Jennifer 
Stoffel (right) is pictured onstruct­
ing a group of her soil and water 

conservation students dunng a 
2017 field day at Jensen Farm 

near Elgin, Iowa. 

NRCS Offers Assistance for Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Iowa landowners statewide have opportunities to 

receive planning and financial assistance of nearly 
$600,000 through two USDA programs to imple­
ment habitat for Monarch butterflies on their land. 

Monarch populations have declined markedly 
over the/ast 20 years. The loss of habitat, suc.h as 
milkwee , that associated w1th changes m agncul­
tural systems has emerged as a major factor in their 
decline. 

To address Monarch habitat concerns, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is offering 
Iowa landowners assistance through the Environ­
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). 

Through the EQIP Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Development Project, landowners can add soil and 
water conservation practices on their farms such as 
conservation cover, contour buffer strips, and field 
borders that also help attract Monarchs. 

Your local Natural Resources Conservation Ser­
vice (NRCS) office can help develop a plan to address 
Monarch habitat or other resource concerns, and as­
sist with financial assistance. 

NRCS is also working with a group of conser­
vation partners led by the 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation through a Re­
gional Conservation Part­
nership Program (RCPP) 
project called "Improving 
Working Lands for Monarch 
Butterflies." This project uses 
both CSP and EQIP funds. Iowa i one of eight states 
included in the project. 

Additional practices such as grassed waterways, 
prescribed grazing, and conservation crop rotations 
are included as eligible practices in the RCPP project. 
The next application cutoff deadline for funding is 
March 2 for CSP and March 16 for EQIP. Both prOJ · 
ects offer higher /ayment rates on conservation 
practices compare to many other USDA conserva­
tion programs. 

To learn more about ways to implement Mo~arch 
habitat on your land, visit your local NRCS offlt.:t' nr 
go to www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Leaders in Our Field! KEN'S ELECTRIC INC. 

GEOTHE=RMAL ~ HEATING ~ COOLING 

Operating 1 Machinery I Livestock I Land 

Fl!l~k!JY 
~~•~.:bankfidelif)~com 

Member FDIC 

201 South Frederick I Oelwein I 319-283-2524 

Stop in 
fora visit 

and see why 
we are trusted 
by so many! 

24 hour Service 

319-283-4221 
MllstAveSE,Odwein 

REDUCEyouc ELECTRIC BILL 
up to 7~ or morel 

SOLAR 
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Soil Conservation is a combination of 
practices used to protect the soil from 
degradation. First and foremost, soil 

conservation involves treating 
the soil as a living ecosystem. 

This means returning organic matter 
to the soil on a continual basis. 

At Crop Production Services, we are commit­
ted to being the leading provider of agricultural 
inputs in each of our markets. 

Whatever practice you are looking at doing on 
your farm, we can help. This includes implement­
ing cover crops, variable-rate fertilizer, nitrogen 
stabilizers, manure management, and many oth­
ers. 

Let Crop Production Services provide our lo­
cal expertise and commitment for soil and water 
conservation so we can help you be sustainable 
for years to come! 

Crop. Production • 
Services 
~ Our Strength J!yna~ 

L.ovelancl is our People. ~ 

105 Armour St., West UDion • 563-422-6168 
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~' Precision Planting~ Premier Dealer 
CERTIFIED TECHS 

The Planter of the Future 

vSet Select 
Uses SWdArd Duel BUk 
s-IT .... 

The Best Meter Techni:*Vf 

AowbyAowCclr«roo. ...... """"'""""'""' 

SpeedTube 
MoreAaesPiantad _._""' 
-'--'<> 
...ortve"' lrdd&lor 

--""""""' ~Bei!GetsSeacl 
frcmMetwtoFurto.ow 
withNoFioochet 

--------------------~~ ~--------------------
...._.ll:t'nw.~ 

Tomorrow)s Planter) Today 
+ 0 'lf 

tlorowlbQeisi..O.. ..... hlkiOOI'IMQOMV'Oilltl.-dCWI~I~~0'1~ GIM)QJ"pep.Aitjorll1g'll ...... 
..ort.e,ocwm;.ldowntcrt.IOWI7t'row•IOI~.IJ'd')'OU"-go11--olhMin'olri'OI'rl'Mblgfurelt!Qut_ 

vDrive 
~Row Control With 
T~.rn~ 

No O'erl & CatJia ManiiEIIW'IC8 

~Pb-terOr!Ye 

&Swall>""""" , DeltaForce· 

---------------c.. tt- Jotwl o...- JOHZP .....wre---------------­
.......... tarfl'.-f'lllroft 

Call us today for 
your Precision 
Planting needs! 

The men that make Precision Planting the successful company it is include (l.r) owner Steve 
Holthaus, Brad Darling, and Rod Slang. In total, the rural Ossian business services approx•mately 
250 farmers around the area. The mission of the company is to help farmers plant in the most ef­
ficient way possible. (Zakary Kriener photo) 

Alerts. Maps. Data. More . 
.g1 at [) 

r~~ I SeedSense 
n.~oiAIIIIS'Y'ewrd~t:Mgh~~,._,IO)CU'~ l'hll~lllul ... hM:tcbonh 
rc.:S1Now)O.IIoroow ......_. .. po00111m • ..-.:l<*\.at4._ ..,.._tlolplnlhlnare-.Wcr?Now)'OUIIr'ow""*'~ 
I'Wn.fWo/leow...,s.css.r-~.r.(NIIOifl.d'lmao.lhW!In~_..,,lr'O"'Iccrl'lw(Nih~(l.o))'OU 
I'IMOtc:rll'ta--....,hUln. 

Clean Rows, trom the Cab 

CleanSweep 
1'-t.&nil ... dnsllnl~WII'I~IOW~~'tr-klblfn(~ HowiOWdlilr*'Gie 
rcrt...,..,-_'IOd1CI.I_QIIIrlnQo.Adhlr.:ICIJC.C 

BETTER NITROGEN UTILIZATION 

STARTS HERE 
Marg1ns ar@ tight. To maximil@ proht, you need to b@tt@r 

mom tor and manage nutli@nts all S@ason. 360 Yi@ld C@nter 

givH you the toots that mak@ that possibl@ 

(£) 360 SOILSCAN"" gives you in-held nitrate 
analysis and ;~pplicatten plans m m•nutes Te~t 
your so•lany t1me and make the right dec•s•ons 

0 360 Y-OROP' e.tends your apphcation w1ndow 
so you can apply N from V6allthewayup toVT 

And. so you can capture more yield potential 

WHAT IF YOU COULD MAKE YOUR NITROGEN GO FURTHER? 
Corn uses almost 75% of 1ts needed Mrogen after V101 A one-and-done approach to N management 

might leave yt~ur N tJnk empty w•th time left m the season 

Give your crop what it needs all season. Call or visit your 360 Yield Center 
dealer for tools that help you gain control for bettPr-performing crops and 
better on-farm profits. 

360YIELDCENTER.c 'JM 

Allf..SO......-..-.!N~oi360T..WC-.- <oftfl .......... , 
oc--..Cl20111:MO'f-'4C.,..•Ailri!f'tr _...,....._1)18001~ 

Email: holthausprecisionplanting@hotmail.com 


