APPANOOSE COUNTY S0IL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
COMMISSIONERS ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1947

T0: The Honorable Charles Brannan, U, 8, Seeretary of Agriculture

The Commissioners of the Appancose County Soil Conservation Distriet
respectfully submit the following report covering the operation of the
distriet during the calendar year 1947.

Dus to the continued high prices which are causing am over eropping of our land
in Appancose County, we commissioners feel that serious consideration should be
given %o speeding up soll conservation on the land,

During the sumer of 1947, we had a severe drouth which destroyed a major part
of our new seedings, and as a result this land has been planted to intertilled
erops which adds greatly to the need of soil conservation practices.

We have hed a very successful year in developing Soil Vonservation by demonstra-
tions, comtests, and interest meetings. lany farmers are becoming interested

in the program who are not in groups and we are fer behind on planning the groups
who have applied for assistance. Vur farm planner is being contacted repeatedly
for information by farmers who are not in groups or who have no plans on their farm,

Thare has been very good cooperation with other agencies in the District: AAA,
FHA, Hational Farm Loan Asso., lxtension “ervice, and Association of Commerce,

all having worked ¢losely with the district.

There are & number of major problems vhich the distriet is concerned with and
constant effort is needed %o overcome them.

The need for Soll Conservation iducation is ever-inereasing, with the comtinuing
exploitation of our farm lands. »

lore grassed waterways and contouring are needed on much of the land., The pce
at which farm plans are written, while progressing is nevertheless not fast
enough to prevent deterioration to mueh of our lands. “e nned more technical
help if we are to get the job dome in time, Our Famm Planner technician is
doing a good job, and we sre grateful for the help that has been axtended to

us by the Soil Conservation Service, through our Distriet Conservationist, and
others.

However, the grester part of setually getting Soil Conservation on the land, yet
remains to be done, and any further technical help which can be made available

for accomplishing this job, will be appreciated.

Kuch of the ecounty is at present in grassland and pasture which needs improvement
badly. The county in generel would benefit by a greatly expanded pasture improve-

ment program .,
There is & need for enlargement of the terracing program,

A eourse of Soil Conservation continucs to be taught in our rural schools, The
progress of Soil Conservation and related land use practices are summarized below:

e« L



Total to date

_ 4 for District
Co=0p /greements 2
Agres Contoured 1156 plus 2385) 2022 plus 2585

| widespread) widespread
Grassed W“aterways 22,122 sq.ft. 35,242 Bq.Lt.
Limestone : 3,321 tons 381,321 tons
Miles of Terrace 4.2 7.2
Diversions terrace 6725 ft. 12,470 1%,
Pasture Renowtion 1105 acres 2645 acres
Open Urain 4200 ft. 53,200 f¢,
FYarm Ponds 5 422
Yertilizer 1099 tons 5499 tons
The edueat ion activities are as follows: At
tendan

General Meet ings %" %B

Interest " 10 125

¥arm Plan " 16 104

loviess 6 419

Demonstrat Lons 3 2500

Soil Conservation Week Tour 1 200

Contour Flowing Contest 1200

A Soil “onservation Field Jay was held at the Gounty ‘arm with the following denons-
trations being given:

Terracing

Gully “omtrol
Pasture Renovation
¥once Changing

luring the year two of the Distpivt Conmissioners died: L.B, lonroe and R. B, Besr.

Art Streepy was appointed to fill Monroe's vacaney and Yeorge Scott was sppointed
to £1ill the vacancy of R, 5, Sear,

Three private operators with four traetors, some equipped with Bulldozers and
other equipment, have been working throughout the county, and have been kepb
busy in the ecomstruction of ponds, diversi ous, waterway construction, =ad
similar types of work. KMuch remains to be done along this line however, and
the Yistriet is planning to assist in this type of work whem the tractor amd
bulldozer assigned to the distriet is repaired.

Soil Conservation is steadily progressing in this ecunty, and the interest in i%,
is continuing to inerscase.
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