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DONT GAMBLE 
PRACTICE 

CONSERVATION ·~-: 

ON YOUR 
FARM ••• 

Soil conservation is everybody's 

business because we all depend on 

the soil for our existence. Care for the soil and it will care for 

you. Practice sound conservation methods, tile your land 

where it needs tile, use contour farm techniques, plant wind 

breaks and control runoff water. Soil erosion is costly and 

cuts down on production. 

We encourage you to plan a sound soil conservation 

program. 
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.,ormer ASCS Director Has Long 
erm Agreement To Build Terraces 

The Toledo [lowo] Ouonlcle Soturdoy, Februory 21, 1981-Pqe 38 

Russell Lyon who farm s 480 
res along with his son 
·bert Lyon has ~II mt<r· 
ted in saving soil for a lonR 
1C 

Bud. as he is known to most 
ople in Tama county, had 
ne of the first terraces built 
·he county. Bud was also the 
CS county e1ecutive direct ­
from which he retired in 

"' n 1974 he entered into a 
g-term agreement with the 
ernment to build ternces 
h ye.tr for a period of years. 
"'Y people have found thiS 
lf'O&ch to conservation to be 
good idea . Under the 
g-term agreement . the 
servation needs for the 

11 are listed and the work is 
ken dO'-''ll and scheduled 
over a designated period of 

.:· tenn a~reement and then 
tinued each vear until the"!· 
-e cumpleted thts year TO 
• he has completed Jl.OOU 
of terraces 

1 IQ"'S. the bnlad·ba..\e type 
terraC"l" "'as butlr on the 
1:1 famt W th this tvpe of 

ce bmh ... des can br 
ned 
lhrn \o\C g• t d wn tl:le h•ll 

p "area Bud 
d b ck slo pe 

flus type o~ 
helps. make 
nd IS n r 

1t s1de 
i an~ R be"'! 

Rud L~·on, rural Tnlf•rio farmf>r. tli.-.ru''f>"" thr locatwn of hi" tf>rrar(' intake' with Paul 
Rrun~ ~r~ Thf" ant1kf' 1, put nc- t to thP tPrrar(' and "hould not intt•rft•rC' with normal 
rarmmc: OpPr, 10M\\ th thP n.trro" h:t'l \'p(' {('fran• 

1ecided to build na.rro~-bao;ed 
terraces. This tvp~ 1~ seeded 
down on both stdeo; and 
11either side IS f :-med The 

.ad\ .ant3ges include less costly 
to build and perhaps ea~ier to 
farm with large equipment 

local f 111Crs interested an 

terudng rou.d learn more 
atx,ur 1,,_ three different types 
by \'1 wing the ten"ces on the 
L)'on farm. 

Hel Control Erosion 
h as not uncomm n he 

pc-npiP rt:•fJ:>r tn up to 1du 
• w1stes' H)we\er, .. r p 
residues .are \' lu 1bl 1n 

II n Ero~a()n, mam1 n· 
an~ so·, o• :uc matte le cis 
an 1 re: Jr ng nutrients IH th 

rt nrt ~~: fia l'l 0 

WhoevM you a..- ond 
whatever you do o high 
Int-I sovlngs CKCOUnt 
is for you. 

Jen t n lo~ a '!i111e UnviC'rstty 
ex ::nsaon 1gr , mtsf 

Most of 1e ru~aon control 
bf"nefit of c n ervdtion tillage 
1s due o p •-;•dues left on 
he •I -ta ,son ny,, 

Olh r fac r ,.,nu~nonA 
e 01 •n JdC the crop 
grc v n , ... pn 3( slop~s 1n 
t 1 fielC: 1~ p cngtt, and 
amfal11n1c u 

District Accomplishme 
Flocal Year 1980 

n, .. , nrl rooprratorco 
N>riinwnl & WtttE'r Control Basins 
Tt•rr:H't''-

31 0. 
12.870 .c. 

107.550 'T. 
104 ,c. C:ra ~"'<'ri Watrrway 

rontnur F';,rmm~ 8.294 AC. 
F~trm ,.t("a ri ~tnri Frrcflot Win.break 
Strurturr rnr Wntr r 

24 0 . 
I ~0. 

ron,.r r v.,tion Tillngr 7,860 AC. 
Budge to 

1M 
rommi .... innrrco mil('agr , meals. hotel 
om('r Supplir" 

$999.48 
522.68 
110.00 
62.07 
60.00 

104.67 
395.01 

Printing 
Pri1r" for ('ontp,.ts 
R•ntal for m!'<'ting hall 
Om('(' PXpE'O"t' 
M('Ning t>xpense 

2M 
Statf" Aicfr and CIPrk Salaries $13.76! .. 72 

$60,000 

$55 ,582.58 

3M 
79 SO AIIMation 
2!i :tJ!rN•m('nt" ttpprovf'd 
lfl ~tJ,:"rrrmf'nlco ('Ompl(>trd 

In a corn·soybean cropping 
sequence, plowing under corn 
residue and spring discing 
soybean residue reduc.:es ero­
sion up to 25 per cent , 
compared with fall plowing 
both crop.s. The reduction in 
soil loss can rise to 40 per ·ent 
ir fall chiseling or discing 
replaces the moldboard p1ow 
Thi!t assumes that secondary 
tillage is not excessive. In a 
no..tillage system, the reduct· 
ion in soil Joss would be in tht. 
ran~e of 6().8() per cent, 
Benson notes. 

Although the amount of crop 
r~s due on the soil surface ill 
th! key to preventing soil 
t:r s.on, rcsidur>s aho have 
st me ~..'Onservati ll value when 
1nc rpor ,ed into the soil. 
Eros10n ts reduced nearly I 
pc .. cent ~hen p residues 
r lnCV"'V'Irate• tnto the soil 

rath r thar r~-.oved. On 
J &•udy md• te~ •e>ut tw 
to 1ree tons of corn residue 1s 
need~t" each year unde-r 

1al tilla~e system to 
-.jJ orA;anic maner 

levels , Benson says. 
Crop rot a tion is a lso 

important, the agronomist 
notes. A corn-soybean se­
quence is more erosive than 
continuous com, assuming all 
nopco art> uo;;ed ror grain A 
com-soybean-corn-oat -me,,d­
ow rotation will have less han 
half the eroision potential of a 
corn-soybean rotat ion , ao rd­
ing to soil conserv iC\n 
specialists. 

Crop residues contain nutri­
enb that must be taken inro 
consideration if they are not 
returned to the soil and 
recycled an the normll 
manner. For example, the 
grain in a corn crop of 120 
bushesl per acre contain about 
iOO pounds of nitrogen, 45 
pounds of phosphate, and 30 
pounds of potash. T.,e 
'10~ ~r.3in rPsidues would 
contain bcu• bS pounds of 
nltruge :t 20 pound~o of 
,ho ph.ate and 120 pounds jf 

PI• .. • Turn To Page 68 

a e ... 
[he 

6oodllfe 
BeglnSWI[h 

If you hove o particular 
goal in mind or you 
would lit(e a IIHie more 
financial security to 
handle tho .. unexpec:t­
etl 'merg.nci", we'n 
the folks to see. 

Congratulations Area Farmers tor doing 

a good job with conseNalion. 

A SAVINGS 
ACCOU 

We have a number of 
savings plon1 designed 
to help you save easily 
and regularly. 

Whatever your llf"tyle, 
a savings accountflttln. 

TAMA 

We Believe In 

Conserving 

The 

Good 

Earth 

lAMA MEAT PACKING 
C 0 All 

PHONE 484-4119 



Soil Conservation Efforts 
Recognized At Banquet 

The d.DDUt. Tama SCD 
at.Nards banquet was held on 
January 26. 1981 m the King 
Tower Cate at Tama. Each 
year thts banquet os held to 
honor Tama Countv oeople 
that are acuvelv involved tn 
the soil conc;e~ation mo ... e· 
ntent: l':IS was no exception 
wuh e1gnt oitferenc et\\<clrd!! 
J,(I\ICO. 

Wollard Balfour was !!ivec 
th• Tama edition of me lzaak 
Walton League Windbreak 
A"' .ud. Th as IS g1ven to 
rea,gmzt: an &ndwidual ior 
hts efforts made in esrablisO­
ing and maintaming a good 
farmstead windbre&k ThE 
Balfour windbreak IS iocated 
on their farm in Crystal 
township. 

Wolliam Podhajskay was 
honored as the "Freind ot 
Conservation. Thts \~ .u 
award given tC\ exprc-'is 
appreciation for an individu· 
al' o;upport and assistanct- in 
promoting conservation in the 
countv. Mr Podhajsky ha.< 
been activeh· i.rwotved in the­
planning of Perman nt conser· 
vation rneasurec: 'ln his land, 
a.nd has servet1. as a fine 
co~servation ,.'tamol~ (~.­

landowne~ tn tht" reo.". 

Don Moyer and Mrs 
Genera Kru.!tc were presented 
certificates for conservation 
application program under the 
Landlord· Tenant div1sion of 
Iowa Soil Conservation A· 
wards Program. Woth Don's 
asststance Mrs. K.i·use hd.s 

te rraced her entire farm fhic; 
fine e:cample of pract ical ~oil 
co nservation haco been a 
c;toppm2 place of re\·f"nt cooil 
.;o n ~erva tion •oun • Mrs. 
Kruse could not be :;:,resent. 
Don Moyer accepted for her. 

Fred Kajer \\.3~ honored a~ 
\'lnnm~ the ~e\\ Cooperator 

Divbion of 'he l<'wa c;oi\ 
Consc•·•.uion Awnru~. Pr• 
;;ram. Fr~d recendv in~~alled 1 

Uiversion terrace vn hi" farm 
•hat functions well tf protect 
'iOme of his cropland . This 
&\\. ard is given to a fa rmer that 
recently asked for assistance 
and will likely do addotoonal 
work in the future. u·~ an 
enco uragement fa, ot her 
farmers to folio" the Kajer 
example. 

Audr~y \\'hPeler , SCD clerk, wa!-1 pre!'.tnted a. c·~ntfif'ate of mertt by Larrv VancP, 
dirf'rtor ~i the Iowa Dept. Of Soil ConS<:rvation anc1 Can Bruene. chairman Tama ~CD. 
Th•~ aw1nl vac: mad\' 'lt t~e annalii awMd!- h.anqut>t and ·eco~mzed Mrs WhPeler for her 
mi\nV rnntrihutionc; ac: ,.Jerk for Tama ~( n This ,j.Vt·:-t.rn may be the firc; t of it~ kind 
prt·co~ nted pt.·r-;onally v \1r Vanrf> 

CONSERVE THE SOIL 
It's the land that provides your Uvelihood. 

Congratulations to 

the Area Farmers 

for the excellent 

Conservation 

they are doing 

Serving you with a Trencher, Tie, Pklw for laying plastic or clay ti~. Bulklozer, 

Backhoe and Scraper Servtes. 

De Schamp Construction 
Garwin, Iowa "25 Years of Service" 515-499-2221 

Chelsea !armer Chester 
Coffman \I.0\"1 •he 0WT1et Op 
rrator divJ~ton ,f hr Iowa 
Sc.. it Cnns~na.ton .~ward~ 
Prugram Chester lJas been 
actively ;nvolved in soi l 
conserv.ation farm:ng for many 
,·ears OQ\\ and 1as been a 
eoder ln '"tis ommunlt} 

pr 1mour.g on,.cn at ion b) 

eumple. Loi.St 'iummer. Chest 
er also was presented wit'"' •h( 
annual soll~..-onserva!ion a\ ard 
frum .he Farm Bureau 

Brad Blocker jumo! ~t 
South Tama Hogh School was 
the winner of the letterhead 
an contest sponsored by the 
district . His entry has now 
been printed as tlle lette rhead 
for 1he Tama SCD ll.fr 
Masters. c;rc ?rt instructor 
was also present to accept a 
cash contribution to the South 
Tarna Ar1 Department for then 
mvolvemem in the contest 

Fonner commissione!" Wf"l­
by Dixon was glVen a piaque 
from the Tama SCS as a token 
of theit Jppreciahon for ms 1~ 

Dan Brtit•nc. c..:hauman T01rna :c.... prt>senu Otmn 
rommbstoner "- elb} !"'tixun Wlthn a plaque to pay 1..ribut~ 
to h:" man)' ~ar~ of SfrVit·f" a"' a Tam;.~ , ( 
mnmt.,.~lon~r The prPc:e'1t 1.tiC'n was madt at the !1' u I 
~rn av. ~.rd banqu,·t 

~·ears at ded&clUec:l st!rvlce as a 
!;oil conservation distnct com· 
mtssioner 

La rTV Vance, Director Oi 

~ne low3 Department of ~il 
CCl nservation. waco prt:!'ent to 
award Tama SCD derk. 
Audrey 'Vheele-r a rer ,ficate 
of ment for her contob11tions 
while dam~ her ]Ob. Mr Vanc..e 

deemed her perfonnance as 
truly outstanding and pointe 

ut that Tama County was 
lucky to have sud. a valuable 
oerson. 
· The presentation of th1 
award perhaps marks the fin 
ttmt> a dln~ctor ba l"le<to,.ed 
~uch an honClr loc:!tly at a tot 

col"'~t;;rvahon ~.uscnc..:t funCTt')D 

Mr. and Mr~ Willarc1 Balfour ~ural Toledo wPre pte .. tmea Uu-· nutManding ' " mrlb~ak. 
aw~tr~ hv ,.hairrn:::r [la.n R~u~r.f' t .. 'lf> ... r10ua1 Sl:D 3wards br:n'luet 

Best Wi T ama County 
Farmers. We Congratulate You 
On Your Excellent Farm 
Practices 

SEE US FOR 

Lennox Furnaces And Air Conditioning 

Plumbing And Gutter Work 

FERRISS PLUMBING & HEATING 
Hod Ferriss Larry Appleam 

Tolede 

F 
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CONSERV A liON PAYS 

Soli and money conservation work for you and 
your farm. Saving your soli , Increases your 
farm ' s physical productivity . Likewise , 
workable credit terms and low Interest rates 
Increase your farm's Income productivity. 

We congratulate Area Farmers on their progress in soil and water conservation. 

ELWOOD L. LARSON 
Branch M~r. & 
Ass'f. V. Pres. 

RICHARD KRUG 

Loan Officer 

MAXINE VALENT A 

Office Ass't. 

CENTRAL IOWA 
PRODUCTION CREDIT ASSOCIATION 

FIRST IN FARM CREDIT PROVIDING SHORT TERM CREDIT TO PROFITABLE FARMERS ~ 
Jl08 So. Main TRAER, IOWA 50615 Phone : 478-8163 ~ 

CONSERVATION PAYS 

Grossed bocblope parallel terrocea. 

Stop in and see how we can help you with your money conservation. 

WE CONGRATULATE AREA FARMERS ON THEIR PROGRESS IN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

FEDERAL LAND BANK ASSOCIATION 

MA~H~!w~~~SHA l !?.~~" • 
fiELD OFFICE 

Wednesday 

9-11:30 A.M. 

Traer P.C.A. Bldg. 



Tile Outlet Terraces Gain 
The Toledo !Iowa) Chronicle Saturday, Febnaary lt, 198t-Paae6' 

still have good erosion controL - ers are required to mainta 
Marian and Paul Manful! their prope rty and pay tu 

have three children, Peggy. and property insurance prer 
Patty and Robert . iums when due. 

They farm 500 acres. raise The cou~~ or area comm 
stuck cows, and produce both tee ol FmHA deteimlnes U 
corn and soybeans. eligibility of applicants. n 

Co nservation til1age was committee consists of thl' 
County Farmer's Approval 

Tile outlet terraces will hold 
soil losses below allowable 
limits on most sloping land in 
Tama County. This type of 
terrace is gaining acceptance 
by fanners who want to 
continue intensive row crop 
farming . 

The grassed waterway out-

let terrace has found popular· 
ity a s more and more 
herbicides arc used in crop 
production and damage these 
grass areas . 

The tile outlet type terrace 
has solved this problem and 
with it comes some favorable 
improvements in terracing. 

Tile outlet terraces are built to 
control soil losses, to improve 
fa rm ability, and to allow 
intensive use of s loping land 
for row crops. 

These are some of the 
reasons that rural farmer, Paul 
Manfull is now using te rraces 
in his farming operations. He 

switched to terraces because 
he was having problems 
mainta ining grassed water­
ways and wanted better 
erosion cont rol. 

Paul has the broad-base 
type of terrace on his farm . 
With this t)<JlO he can farm 
both sides of the terrace and 

tried this fall by the Manfulls perso ns who know Joe 
for the first time . They feel farming and credit condition 
that switch ing to less tillage Before a loan is made it mu 
will save both energy and soil . be clear that the applicant"' 

Paul says he's been farming have enough income to me 
e ver since " he was big enough farm operating and fam 
to walk out of the house. ' ' And living expenses and to rep. 
lhe reason he's now farming the loanandotherdebts. 
the conservation way is to save The FmHA county super 
soil. sor will assist the applicant 

FmHA 

Continued From Page 98 

working out a farm and hor 
plan to determme the soun 
ness of the loan and t 
applicant 's debt ·pa}'lng ab 
ity. 

legal , engineering, and other If the applicant operates t 
technical services. fa rm . the pla r1 will show t 

The maximum repayment best use o• and, lab< 
te rm is 40 years . The interest livestock and equipment n 
rate is set periodically based plan will be aguide to follow 
on the cost of borrowering to operating the farm. It "' 
the Governme nt. show the crops and livesto 

The loan may not exceed the t he borrowe r e xpects 
a moun t needed for improve- produce for sale ; practices 
mcnt~ and costs connected follow in caring for Jan 
with the loan or the market crops, and li.., estocll: : prop<K­
value of the securi ty less other expenditure~ f. ,r il\lestoc 
debts against it equipment , and for runn ~ 

The maximum outstanding the farm a nd ·lome; and 
principal balance for insured expected income and how 
soil and water loans is viii be used. 
S200.000 and SJOO,OOO for 
guarenteed loans. 

Each borrower is expected 
to refinance the unp aid 
balance of the loan when able 
to obtain such refinancing at 
reasonable rates and tenns 
from other lenders. 

Soil and water loan borrow-

these loans help r m• 
dCquire the re u.: .. 

Paul Man full . rural Tllledo. difituc;c:;ec:; t e r race 
conc;;t ruction on his (ann with his conlra~,·tor. Paul had 

broadbase te r race< built l><t fall 
mana~ement and <..oil rrosion control. 

for better water 

~till meet soil loss tolerance 
limits. Howe..,·er . most of the 
land suitable fo r res idu e 
removal is relauvely fla t, the 
3gronomist not~s. 

slills they need to :mpro• 
heir operatau lS, r se tht 
tandards of lntn~ mcrr.a 
"lc:ir incomes, :-td part.ICIP• 
.1 ucw enterpr e~ Th 
.tSSI~tance in tun ttmulat 
business act ivtt) m ne a ~hi>C 
tng towns and. m gt:nen 
he lps farm families and th< 
communities make an ampo1 
.. nt co nl r ibutlon ttJ tl 

The Number Of Conservation Practices Established In 
lama County Is On The Increase 

Keep Up The Good Work 

LARGE SELECTION 
EVERGREENS 

FOR 
WINDBREAKS 

COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPE SERVICE 

CALL OR WRITI FOR FRII ISTIMATI 

LL p 

X 14A R. I 
TOLEDO, IOWA 52342 

.. 484•4970 

Residue 
Conti.nut'd From Page- 38 
potasn. Luns1derable amoun ts 
of potash will leach out of the 
com stover residue soon after 
crop maturity and be deposit· 
ed back in the soil if the 
res1due is not re moved , 
Benc:;o n re portc:;. Nitrogen and 
phosporus will not leach as 
rap1dly as potash . 

A study condu cted by 
several soil scientists indicates 
t hat some midwe"'t c;;01J c:; <'ou lrt 
prov id e considerable crop 
residue as a fuel c;ource and 

Crop re-sidues do have 
value. and the "market" is 
larger than many realize. 
Leaving greater amounts of 
crop residue on the soil will 
cause some adjustments in 
overall crop management , 
Benson says . Weed , insect 
and disease control measures 
will have to be modified in 
some cases. and several soil 
fertility questions still remain . 
Future research will allow 
more precise recommenda­
tions for conservation tillage 
sy ~t ems. according to Benson. 

rength cf 'l ~ ~•lion 

Other loans made bv ' 
FmHA are loans to bu v a 
operate farm s Also lo:t.Os a 
available m case~ of econon 
a nd natural e mergencir 
Housing loans can be made I 
home ownership. Commun 
development loans can 
made to install water a 
sewer syste~s . and ott 
essential community fadhtit 
and for business and industr 
development . 

Farm Around The Hill 
and Cut Your Fuel Bill 

You gel the most for your fuel dollars when you farm around tilt ~. 
Extra enero needed for steep cfimbs comes from your fuel tan .. ' 

Farming around the. hills lets your tractor puU a uniform load at ~ steady 
speed. Tests show lh1s culs your fuel bal as much u 10 percent Con1w 
'arming reduces ~ rosion and may save as much 3S 2·3 inch~s ' ' sol 
.no1sture a )ear This . eillls as much •• 12· 13 perc1111t hieher yields. 

11 pays to 1arm on lne contour And it pays I lise our fu In• 
performance you exiled from your tractor 

Farm Bureau Ser ice (o. 
at Four locations for your convenience 

. Toledo ...... Traer- Glad -Garwin 

F 
L 
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Forest Mangement Can Reverse 
Loss Of Iowa's Timbered Land 

program for planting and 
improving forest trees. There 
are both local sawmills and 
nationwide walnut veneer 
buyers who will utilize the 
resource. And there are the 
non-monetary values to be 
realized-erosion control, 
wildlife habitat , recreation, 
water quality control, and 
aesthetics. 

by Bob lllblle 
Dlolrlct Foreater 

In the last two decades,_ 

Tama County has lost 10,200 
acres of timbered land. This 
amounts to a loss of 510 acres 
per year. Along with the loss 
of harvestable lumber, there 
has been a loss of wildlife 
cover, there has been mcreas­
ed soil erosion, reduction of 
water quality, and a general 
decline in the County's 
aesthetic appearance. Good 
forest management tan re­
verse this trend. 

The first step in good forest 
management is protection of 
the hmber. Protection may be 
needed from insects, disease, 

fire, livestock, chemical drift , 
or land clearing. Land clearing 
for corn production has 

htstoncally been the pnme 
factor m the loss of Iowa 
woodlands. In recent year!t, 
holhever , clearing by bulldoz· 
ers has decreased . since most 
of the pnme agricultural land 
has already been cleared. 
Cleanng has now taken the 
form of "pasture tmprove· 
ment." Ltvestock witt trample 
young seedlings, compact the 
sot!, and destroy the shallow 
tree·feeder roou. Additional· 
ly, they eat the non·thom 
species which means that 
eventually there will be 
nothmg left but thorn trees . 

livestock ciears land much the 
same as a butldozer; it just 
takes longer. 

After the timber is ade· 

quately protected. there are 
many forest manage ment 
allernatives. Tree planting 
may be necessary if natural 
reseeding is madcquate. Thin· 
nmg many be needed in a 
young stand. (Thinmng is 
usually undertaken when the 
trees are fence post to 
telephone pole size.) Harvest , 
too, can be considered if the 
timber is adequately protected 
and tf adequate young 
seedlings are present. Usually 
some form of timber stand 
tmprovement follows protec· 
tion. And this usuatty lakes the 
form of tree species control. 
Weed trees like boxelder, 
mulberry, locust, and haw· 
thorn should be removed to 

allow growmg space for more 
desireable trees . Forest open· 
mgs can be replanted to black 
walnut, or if the area has easy 
access, it could be planted to 
Christmas trees. 

Good forest management 
cannot compete economically 
with com or beans, except 
perhaps for black walnut and 
Christmas tree production. 
But most of Iowa 's woodland 
resource is not found on good 
corn and bean ground. There 
are definite benefits in 

mamtaining and managing the 
timber resource. Iowa has a 
forest reserve tu law that will 
reduce tues on protected 
timber. The federal farm office 
(ASCS) has a cost-sharing 

Many landowners are be· 
coming more aware of the 
leisure time hobbies to be 
enJoyed in the woodJand. 
Photography of wildflowers, 
growing and selling ginseng, 
educational field trips , hunt­
ing, camping, cutting firewood 
for the fireplace , gathering 
nuts, or just ''walking in the 
woods" are all benefits 
available m Iowa's timbered 
lands. 

" He who looks for a mule 
without a fault goes on 
foot. " Spanish Proverb 

Conservation Tillage 
And Weed Control Corrugated Metal 

by Dicit Pu1ae 
Coury Enenalon Director 

Many producers have shown 
interest in reduced tillage or 
"no-hll" systems during the 
past year. There seems to be a 
defini te interest in these 
practices. We suspect that 
most of these peole are 
thinking about reducing soil 
erosion, but that reduced time 
in the field, lower fuel 
consumption and less filed 
machinery cost are also in the 
minds of these folks . 

Two questions always seem 
to come up when people taU: 
about mating the change away 
from conveohonal tUiage. 

The first questioo deals with 
application of fertiliz.ers. What 
happens after a few years if 1 
can ' t plow down phophorous 
and potash, and it all stays on 
the surface or m the top ooupJe 
of inches? 

The second deals with weed 
controL Will J have weed 
problems because I can't 
incorporate herbicides? 

These are both good 
qustions to be asking and I'm 
not allowed enough space here 
to anwer either one fully. To 
give a rul quick answer, I'll 
just say thai neither of these 
problems is necessarily a 
senous one. but some 
adjustment may be necessary 
in the way things have usually 
been d11ne. 

lo regard to the question on 
fertilizers it is very tmportant 
that the change to "no-till'' or 
other reduced tillage not be 
made on fields with a low 
pho;phorus or potash Ieveii 
Get a soil test and apply 
enough fertilizer to bnng test 
le~reli~i on a field up co at least 
medium test level, preferably 
d medium·high or high level 
before making the change to 
the new ullage system. From 
then on, P and K can be knifed 
m or surface applied, fall or 
spnng. Results have been 
good when these steps are 
taken and if research should 
ever indicate that special 
methods of fenilzer applica· 
tion are necessary , we'll 
cen~inly let everyone know 
about it 

The qustion on weed control 
can't posstbly be answered 
completely here . We are more 
dependent on herbicides with 
reduced tillage systems since 
we can't wipe out weed 
seedlings with a final discing 
or wuh the field cultivator. 
Ahu, we are hopt ng to 
eliminate cuh1~ra11ur1 

Sot, in the· ce\e of annual 

broadJeat weeds, we should 
have less trouble than with 
conventional tillag. Why? 
Because most of these weeds 
produce seeds which will lie 
dormant and never germinate 
and grow unless we plow and 
bring them up near the 
surface. 

Unfonunately, the annual 
grasses and the perennial 
weeds may prefer the red uced 
tillage systems and actually do 
a linJe bener. Premerge and 
pos.t·emerge herbicides do a 
good JOb on the annual grasses 
tf used properly. Use the 
herbicides which will move 
into the soil wnh rain water 
and not the ones which 
become anached to the soil 
particles and will not move 
around a bit. Some of those 
recommended are Blade;~ , 

Atrazine, Lasso. Dual , and 
Bicep. Parquat isn't necessary 
onless weeds have started and 
are present at plantmg time, in 
which case it should be used 

Some of the perennial weeds 
need special treatment since 
premerge and post·emerge 
herbicides only slow them 
down but don't kill them . 

Every farmer should get a 
copy of the "Weed Control 
Guide for 1981 " (p-M-()()ll 
revised rn January , 1981. W e 
have them and you can get a 
free copy by stoppong in _ It 
contains suggested combina 
tions, rates of application , 
precautions, and has a section 
on "no·till" or "reduced 
tillage" weed control. 

Drainage Structures 
•Laterals •Culvert Pipe 

•Wyes 
•Risers 

• Elbows •Tees 
•Diaphragms 

•Crosses 
CONTACT: 

•Reducers 

R. STANLEY CLAY 
Sales Representative 

P.O. Box 661, Newton, Iowa 50208 Ph. 515-792-8652 

The Levine Co., 
Inc., 

4400 East 14th St. Des Moines, Ia. 50316 Ph. 515 262-5613 

CARE! 
"T"he future of this land is in our hands. We are sup­
.1. plied with an abundance of nature's treasures from 

coast co coast. Our farms prosper on the rich fertile soil. 
Our countrysides, parks and preserves attest to its beauty. 

Tama County Fanners 

For Your Fine 

Soil Conservation Efforts • 

McClure Agri -Systems ' 
But we cannot abuse our natural resources and expect 

them to thrive. Air and water pollution, litter, and 
elemental waste are the biggest threats to our environ­
ment! Let's scop this destruction now and start 
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ASCS Lists 1981 Cost-Share Programs 
b~ CraJa Wambold 

ASCSCED 
Th< Tama C~unl\ ASCS 

c\'nlmirtee has recei,·ed an 
atk~cation of S()' .000 for fiscal 
~car 1981. These are regular 
ACP !Agricultural Conser.a­
tion Pl\lgrarnsl pracu~s chos· 
en b\ Ra~ nu·md R\'an. Norman 
DraP.r. and 0..1nald J Upah 
(Count,- c,,mmmeel. Apph,a· 
th.,no; must be appn.wed before 
any \Hlrl 1s staned. tll be 
eligible fM rost -~hare pay­
men I. Since the fint of 
October the Count\ Commit· 
tee has appro' ed 3pplications 
for 21 farmers in the amounts 
as follov. S2.., . """8 for terrace 
systems in Carleton . Crvstal. 
Spnng Creek. Ho" a rd .. Rich­
land and Toledo townships; 
S 1.500 for "mdbreaks 1n 
Buckingham, Carroll , Clark 
and Lincoln townships: S.., .543 
for sod wate rv. a,· and tile in 
Buctlngham. C3rteton. Lin· 
roln and Richland tov.'Tiships: 
S400 for v.;ldlife habitat in 
Oark and Perl) tov. nships: 
and Sl.100 for sediment 
tetention . eros1on (IT '' ater 
control structures in Carroll 
to" nsh1p. We suggest that 
fanners make their applica­
tions earh as the mane~ IS 

limited .. 
Barb Hemp) ts the ACP 

program assistant in Tama 
County . She is responsible for 
talnng the applications to the 
County Commme for appro'· 
al. refemng them to the Soil 
Conservation Service for tech­
nical determination. process· 
ing the applications and 
malnng payments Barb and 
her- husband Brian li"e nonh 
of Montour. Brian fanns in 
pannership ~Aith his father, 
Raben Hemp~: . and brother. 
Craig. Brian and Barb ha,·e 
two boys . Jason. age 10. and 
Jared . age 6. 

Listed bela" are pract1ces 
and cost-share rates available 
under the regular 1981 ACP 
fiscal ,-ear. 

SLl-Pennanent Vegetative 
Cover Establishment. 75 per 
cent cost for seed . lime and 
fen ilizer. 

SL2-Permanent Vegetative 
Cover improvement , 75 per 
cent cost for seed, lime and 
fetilize r. 

SL3-Stripcropping sys­
tems, S6 per acre. 

SL4-Terrae< Syst<ms, 60 
per cent of cost . 

SLS-Div<rsions , 60 per 
cent of costs. 

SL 7-Windbreak Restora­
tion or Establishment. Flat 
rate. 

SL9-Conservation Tillage 
S\·stems. S7 .50 minimum 
tiha~e/acre, SJO no til l/ acre 

SLit-Permanent Vegeta· 
tive Cover On Criucal Areas. 

Flat rate . 
Sll1-V<getative Row Bar­

riers. 50 p('r cent of cost. 

SLIJ-Contour Farming, S6 
per acre. 
WCt-Water Impoundment 
Resen oirs. SO per cent of cost. 

WPt-Sediment Retention. 
ErosMn or Water Contn.1l 
Structure\ b() per crnt of C\lSt 

WPJ-Sod watorwavs. 50 
pe-r cenr of C\l,t\. · 

FRI-Forest Tree Planta­
ti\lns. ""'S per cent of cost. 

FR1-Forest Tr<e Stand 
lmpnwement 75 per cent of 
C'\lSI 

Wll-Permanent Wildlif< 
Habuat. 75 per cent of cost. 

Wl2-Shallo" Water Areas 
For Wildlife . 75 per cent of 
COS(. 

Please Note: The per cent 
shown above is the share the 
8\l' emment mvests in the 
C\.'nsenation work. This share 
IS an mcentive for the farmer 
to complete the long term 
pnltecth·e work now. rather 
than in future years. 

SE"aU•d are the Tama County Committee: Norman 
Draper, Donald tlpah, and chairman Raymond Ryan 

Standing tS the ACP spceialist 
Hempy and CED Craig Wambold . 

Fund Four-Mile Project In 81 Iowa Soil 2000 Sets 

Conservation Goals Contractors and farmers will 
be hUfl)'tn g on new ASCS 
funded conservation projects 
in the Four Mile Research 
Projecet just llke last year. The 
Four Mile Creek area special 
project is located m nonhwest 
Tama County . It rovers pan of 
Lmcoln , Grant , Spring Creek 
and Cnstal tO"- n::.hips . This 20 
square mtle area ts roughly 
bounded by the towns of 
Ltncoln, Gladbrook and Dtns­
dale . The 90 per cent 
cost-share fundmg was author­
lZed m December so farm 
O"- ners or operators can plan 
on the special program 
continumg this year. 

Raymond Ryan, the ASCS 
County Commtttee Chairman 
said SISO,OOO was allocated to 
the Tama County ASCS to 
continue the conse rvation 
tillage and other work under 
construction. Also, to get some 
other soil conservation jobs 
started . He urged those 
wanting to do conservation 
work to apply for the 
assistance as soon as possible. 
The farmer-SCS (Soil Conser­
ation Servtce) Planning could 
be done early so construction 
could begin promptly 

The funds for the research 
study of the runoff and water 
quality m the watershed is still 
uncenam due w the role of the 
Environmental Protection A· 
gency. However, Iowa State 
University scientists think the 
data no" being recorded is so 
valuable it ~Aould be a real 

mistake to not continue what 
has been started. TI1e Agricul­
tu ral Engineers at the 
University plan to continue 
some of the studies. However, 
the budget cuts facing the 
state may force abandonment 
of all this research . The ASCS 
Committee has requested a 
meetmg with I U Research 
and Engineering Project 
Head. Howard Johnson to 
offer help in co ntinumg 
research. 

Local Department of Agri­
culture committees and staff 
are pleased with the momen· 
tum started m 1979. The 
conservation work that was 
star;1ed can now be continued 
with the farmers in the 
watershed. Since the first 
funding of the acc<:lerat<d 
conservation activity, ASCS 
has allotted $730,000 for 
incentive payments to farm 
owners or operators interested 
in applying a practie<. By this 
time , the appearance of the 
area has improved dramatical · 
ly. Very not iceable are new 
grassed waterways, wind· 
breaks, several kinds of ponds 
and terrace work. The interest 
shown by area fanner coopera· 
to rs has been terrific. These 
farmers usually are put in the 
situation of sacrificing some 
cropland use for one year so 
that the conservation practice 
can be built. So in addition to 
paying for pan of the work 
they are losing some much 

needed tn come producing 
acreage . We all admire the 
farmers who install conserva­
tion practices. It helps to save 
our soil , keep our water clean, 
and save this valuable 
resource for future genera­
tions. 

" Iowa Soil 2000" offers an 
indication of concerns being 
expresed by Iowans about the 
future of the state•s soil 
resources. 

The program proposal was 

developed by an interim study 
commi«« of the 68th G<n<ral 
Assebmly. It offers a 10-year 
master plan for reducing soil 

Soil 2000 

Congratulations 
Ta111a County 

Far111ers 
Producers Savings Bank 

Green Mountain Member FDIC 
....................... ~ .......... 

Bostian Plumbing & Heating Inc. 
Toledo ..................................... 

Bohemian Mutual Ins. n. 
Tama 

~·······~·····~·············· ...... ~ 
Bacon Construction 

H~.~l ~ma 
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lama County Farm Bureau 
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Underestimate Windbreak 
As Energy Savings Aids 

The Toledo (Iowa( Chronicle Saturday, Februry 21, 1981- Pue 98 

With rising costs of house­
hold heating, much has been 
said about ways to curb this 
spiraling expense. One meth­
od underestimated by many is 
the wmdbrcak A properly 
planned windbrt•ak can reduce 
the energy requ1rcd tu heat 
your home b) IS per cent and 
.also provide excellent habitat 
for wildlife and pmtecuon for 
livestock. 

A v.;ndbreak 1~ a permanent 
pan of the fann Therefore, 
careful thought and plannmg 
should precede the planttng of 
trees. Now's the time for 
plannl1lg since your nursery 
may have to order the trees 
you want. 

There are several things one 
should consider when plan­
ning a windbreak. Consider 
slope and drainage of the land 
as well as buildmg arrange­
ment. Planung the barrier too 
close to buildings can cause &lf 

stagnation Ln summer and 
unwanted s.now dnfts in 
""inter. Planun~ too far away 

provides linle protection. A 
general rule is to locate the 
windbreak at least 100 to ISO 
feet and no more than 350 to 
400 feet from the area where 
max1mum protection is d<" 
sired, The most effecti\·e zone 
of protection extend!!. from the 
windbreak to a distance ~ix to 
eight times. the height of the 
trees. In this area wind 
,elocny \\ill be reduced up to 
25 per cent. 

\Vindbreaks should consist 
of at least three rows and 
preferrahl~· fhe rows of trees. 
A three-row planting should 
mclude one row of shrubs to 
provide ground level protec­
tion and two rows of comfers. 
A five-row windbreak should 
include a row of shrubs. three 
rows of conifers and a row of 
hardwood trees 

Recommended spacing for 
windbreak trees between rows 
range from sil to 16 feet. 
depending on species. Spacing 
within the row should be 
approximately 10-20 feet for 

FntDA Provides 
Assistance 

by8yron Witt 
FmBA Count} Sopervleor 
The Farmers Home Admin­

istration makes soil and water 
loans and prt'vides techmcal 
management ass1stance to 
ov..'tlers or ope11110~ of farms 
and n.nches for de' eloping. 
eon$en.·tng, and maktng prop· 
er use ~f thetr •and and ~·ater 
re-.•>urcc~ 

Ind•,·idual dpph-.ants must. 
1. have tht" c:~ara<:jer. man­
aRena! ability. and mdu~tr) 

needed to carrv out the farm 
operation. 2. pos~ess the legal 
capacity to mcure the obliga­
tions of the loan. 3. be unable 
to obtam -;ufficient credit 
elsewhere at reasonable rates 
and terms to finance actual 
needs. 4 be a citizen of the 
United States, or legally 
admined as a pennanent 
residenf of the United States, 
or on mdefimte parole . 5. be 
the owner or operator of a farm 
after the loan is made . 

Funds may be used to : I. 
develop wells ahd otherwiSe 
improve water supply systems 
for irn'gation , home use, and 
livestock. 2. purchase pumps, 
sprinkler systems, and other 
irrigation equipment. 3. ac-

quire a water supply or water 
right. 4. purchase water stock 
or membership in an incorpor­
ted water user's association. 5. 
cOiistruct and repair ponds and 
tanks, ditches, and canals for 
irrigation. 6. dig ditches and 
install tile to dram farmland . 
7. develop ponds and water 
control s.tructures for the 
production of fish under 
controlled cond.Jtions. 8. level 
land. 9. carry out basic land 
treatment practices, includmg 
timing. fenilizing. seeding, 
sodd~ng and subsoil~ng 10. 
estAblish approved forestry 
practices on a fann. such as 
pest contro1. thinotng, and fire 
protection. 11. establish perm­
anent pastures and farm 
forests. 12. meet requirements 
for agricultural, animal. (It 

pouJtry waste pollution abate­
ment and control facilities . 13. 
build tlikes , terraces, water­
ways and other erosion control 
structures. 

In addition, loan funds may 
be used to pay expenses 
incidental to obtaining plans 
and _mak!!!&_ the loan, such as 

FmHA 
Please Turn To Page 68 

Tiling Your Land lncreose o:: 
Crop· Yields ·and Profits · 

IDclude use in your soil 
coneervation plan,., We 

n ahow rou how 
proper tiling and drain­
age will improve your 
land and help boost 
yields. 

FOR YOUR 
TILE DRAINAGE NEEDS 

CONTAO: 

Charles (Bill) Norton 

306 E. 13ttl Tama, Iowa 52339 

484-3890 

small broad leaf trees and 
conofcrs. Shrubs should be 
spaced around 4 feet apare 

Spring 1~ the best lime to 
plant wmdbreak trees. Plant­
ing 'hould he done as "iOOn as 
the fi1Hit is out of the ground. 
At this time here i\ moisture 
in the soil. the climate is mild 
and humid. and the tre~s are 
dormant. 

Co~t of a three·l'\)""- wind­
break (J()() feet long could 
range anywhere from 700 to 
1.000 dollars. In 15 vears this 
investment would paY for itself 
many times over. 

An excellent example of a 
well planned and managed 
windbreak is on the Willard 
Balfour farm north of Toledo. 
Mr. Balfour was presented the 
lzaak Walton windbreak award 
for his well established 
windbreak. Included in the 
windbreak are both conifers 
and shrubs. 

A winrlhreak located on the Willarrl Balfour farm north of Toledo. The Balfour 
windbr(~ak jo;; an C'Xr<'llent eA:ampiP of how a windbreak can protect the farmstead during 
wintrr c;.tormc;. 

UNIPEI: 20-10·10 
fits so many corn fields: 
Its 2-1-1 ratio is good lor continuous com fields with a 
good Phosphate/Potash balance- a UNIPEL Single 
Application fertilizer lor quick and easy Spring 
fertilization to save time for planting 

Plow it down this Spring to provide quick availability 
of nitrate Nitrogen lor early-planted com in cool soils, 
give it a quick growth "kick." You'll also provide long­
lasting Nitrogen for continued growth promotion "-"' 
through the growing season ~~~ 

If there ever was a fertilizer you could call "The 
Reliable One," it's UNIPEL 20·10-10. How can we 
lit it into yoUJ Spr •Y , rulity program 

ORT 0 
FERTIUZERS 

Willer Ag. Service 
Toledo, Iowa 484-4880 
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District Activities By Month For 1980 
Januan 

(\,mmi,~h'Ot' T~ auendc..·d 
~nnual (\,mmi~~'''ner Sh~.'rl 
(\lUf~c.· .11 ISl 

Rc..·M~antzalillO ,,f ,,fficers 
Ha;n S~.·urr ~haarman : 

Welb~ On''"· 'ac..·e-chatrman: 
Audre\ Wheeler. secreta~· ­
trea:.urer 

Rt>gular monthl,\" meetmg 
held 

februan 
The Em m:mme~tal Educa­

ti~m c,,mmlftee mel. 

Fit•ld 03\ f,, r -100 fifth ~rad 1 
-.tudt>nt~ 

En\ awnmental Fdut•ati,, n 
(,,mmutee hrld 

Gl'kt•, SCS. W3"hingtlln 
0 C. hlured Four Mile Creek 

Harn Scurr hhlk Bill 
Bruene . Keith Glandon ,,f SC 
on tour \.lf F,lur Milt> Creek 

Regular monthh meetmg 
JUile 

Task Force Meetmg held to 
develop Long Range Program 

Bus h>ur of Four Male Creek 
Watershed 

IO\\a Consef\atton A"'ard 
Winners cho~en . 

A( P dc.•H· I~'pmc.• nfllll'l' tmg . 
Rq~ul.~r nhmlhh nwc.· lm~ 

Sepl('mbcr 
Wdh.\ 01\tln nnnHnaled ,, , 

tlUtSI;lndmg l'Umrni~-.illllL'r 

Ctlmnussiuner'i m.m hm,th 
a1 Farm Prugreso; SfhH\ 

SCD rec.·ei,·cs n.uiunal at' 
da1m tn "TuC"'id3\" Nt'" \· 
letter 

En\ironmental Edu,·atinn 
Cummiuee met 

Chri.s Matkm-03\IS, Grin 
nell (,,llcgC" Student , started 

.an ullt' rn\hlp pmgram un suit 
~.:~lll'~c..·n ac ann 

Lt' IH.·r~ \t' nl to l eacher-. 
\' lllh:t.•rnwg t•nvirnnmental 
\HlTI..hll(lk\ . 

Rt..•gular nhlfllhlv meeting 

October 
Oner Creek Watershed 

Jppru\·ed ft1r lll'-'a Till 
Pmgram 

SCS WA,hmgton 0 C , 
Inured FllUr Mile Creek 

Matkin - Dav1s, Nicholson 
\puke to Traer Women's Club. 

Newslectcr sent out. 
Regular monthly meeting. 

November 
Brad Blocker, STC, won the 

let .erhead contest . 
Commissioners attend re­

gional SCD mceung. 
Ferd K videra elected Ward 

4 D1rector. Iowa-Cedar. 
SCD reviewed soil loss 

complaint. 
ReStular monthly meeting. 

December 
No·llll pamphlet for Tt 

County developed . 
Commissioners attend 

nual ACD Confernce. 
J . Harry Scurr elec cl 

president of lAS DC 

Started monthly radio sh r 
KGRN Grinnell, 

Scurr, Wheeler, Nichoi 111 
attended meeting on s 
cost-share program. 

Regular monlhly meetln! The annual a ~A ards banquet 
\\a~ held m Tam a to honor 
ll~cal pet..lple tn\"Ol\'ed an soil 
-..'\lnSCf\"3110n 

The annual meeting to keep 
l'\.lntractors abreast of con­
struction and pohc~ changes. 

Regular monthly meeting 
held. 

March 
Commass1oners attend re­

gional rommassioners meeting 
The Ennronmental Educa­

tion Commlftee meL 

lzaak Wahoo League Wind ­
break Award chosen 

Regular monthly meetmg 
Jttl) 

Long Range Program devel· 
oped. 

Annual Report published 
Ne" sletter sent ou1. 

Chyma Fights To Keep 
Soil On The Farm 

Joe Else . hared as state aide 
under emergency stan posi­
tion 

Russell l\'on h~red as ISU 
fieldman fo; Four Mile Creek 
research project 

Sod loss Complaint filed 
and "as reviewed by SCD. 

Regular monthly meeting 
held 

April 
Manister Breakfast (Soil 

Stewardship Week) . 
Booster Club lerters mailed. 
Regular monthly meeting 

held. 
Ma) 

John Nicholson reponed as 
dastrict conservationist. 

Ouer Creek Watershed 
nom1nted for lo"' a Till 
program. 

'o-till tour on Dave 
Podha)Sk) farm 

SCD booth displa' at fa~r 
Regular monthh meeting 

Augusl 
Joe Else hired as permanent 

slate aide. 
J Harry Scurr testified at 

Jepsen Soil loss Hearing . 
Letterhead contest develop· 

ed by Education Commlltee. 
Chestr Coffman nominated 

for Farm Bureau Soil Conser. 
vat ion A"'ard. 

Union Grove granted water-
shed money. 

long Range Plan completed 
Soil Loss Complaint filed . 
Commissioners auendcd 

(~lOSCnatiOn farmer Ll\1\d 
Ch\ rna and has "1fe M\lme 
farm JUSt Stluth !JfTama llu~d 
has been a long time behe\er 
in keeping h1s suil on the farm 

The Ch\ ma~ farm 4SO acres. 
Crops that are gn'"' n mdude 
corn and so\'bean~ And the\ 
raise b()(). 700 head Llf hog~ 
Andre". one of fuur children. 
helps "llh the farmmg and ~~ 
current!~ stLad~·ing farm opera· 
tioo~ at lo" a State UmverSH\ 
He '"" likeh JOi n h1s fath Cr 
and make farming h1s \.lccupa· 
1ion. 

When asked \\ h\ he 
believed in conser\'allun" farm­
ing. lloyd simpl~ states that 
he "'ants to "sa\e soal." And 
he ccnainl~ docs a g('l()d JOb of 

. Meet the new TW30 tractor 
from Ford 

.., 
The 163 PTO hp TW-30, the biggest, most powerful two-wheel dnve tractor 

ever built by Ford. 

Congratulations lama County Farmers 

for your excellent use of the soil 

TOLEDO TRACTOR & EOUIPMENT 
Toledo Phone 484-2540 

dumgju~l that 
One measure u.!ted "' 

cum bat the problem of erosion 
l!t terracing. For the past few 
\ear~ he has had the ne" 
seeded backsh1pc \.lr push up 
terraces bu11t on his farm 

In buildmg these terraces. 
the soil is pushed up from the 
bottom. They're different from 
the uld tvpe uf terrace that was 

pu-.hcd down from the top. 
Buildmg thl'i way wi:l make 
the hill flaner 

It 1~ estimated that nearly 
two m1les of terraces have 
been mstalled on the Chyma 
farm along with 7.000 feet of 
tile. 

Not plowing is also one 
measure used on the Chyma 
farm to conserve soil. He used 

a heavy disk or chisel in 
spring to till his farm land 

He uses a disk or ch 
instead of a plow becauS< t 
leaves more crop residue 
wind and water protect1on 

The Olymas are one m 
example of people who h. 
joined lhe soil conservat 
movement in Tama County. 

llll\rl C"h\ n• 1. r ur11l T.tm.t. i~ all ~mi l t:-~ .lfl t> r Paul Bruno;. Sf'S. rompletNi th(" 
,,., nn l ,luni'• nr•\\ lt·rr tr~· "''t S{('fll 

CONSERVATION IS A TEAM EFFORT- CONGRATULATION~ TO 
OUR lAMA COUNTY "TEA " FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS . 

It is alwa ys a pleasure 
to take care of your 

405 State 
P.o. Box 15 

tire p roblems. 

TIRE STORES 
Your Tire Merchant 

Complete Farm Service 
Tama,lowa 

Phone 484-3202 
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Robert hoUoel 
We must uve our pre-c1ous 

topsotl f r futu~ gentratmns 
Each and C'Vcrv one of us must 
d v.hat "ecan moor own v.a\' 
14 ht>lp achiC'\C thL'i goaJ All 0! 
l.lr etfons today ·•II "''"" 

gr brnefits tomorrow 

Da•e MrMUlao 
We should be alarmed at the 

rate "'hich our trets and 
woodlands arc dtsappeanng. 
We see acre upon acre being 
bulldozed off land that is unlit 
for row crop fanrung. Not only 
is thtS land steep, but forest 
soils are by nature more 
unstable than prairie soils and 
very subJect to erosion. 

There are a couple of ways 
in which we can re\'erse this 
trend. The first is bv new tree 
plantings It is un;eaJisuc to 
behevc that trees wt!J be 
planted on large acreages in 
this day and age, but we cnn 
~nainly encourage planting 
•rees m fencerow~. along 
roads and in odd corners and 
around buildang~ Thr'\.e prac­
ltct's pro\· Ide \A-tid fc cmerand 
~cJp cut d'-'" n or "' ·,d 
ero1\1 '" ~second a.-r '" e n.r• 
tncvurage i\ thr t:du allnn and 
a1d "" an ,R:T\'e tv the" ov.:ne~ 
>f l"\tabl hed y,oodl,nd .. Wt 
hJ\C "' da~rolnct ft,rr r "'ho 

te r "'u 

Dan Braeoe .. 
One of the [,w good thtngs 

•hat inflatton and higher costs 
h.a.H· t-rought us, is an increase 
tn sotl "'nCif"f\·ation Mort" and 
Mort• f 1rme~ are reahzing 
tha1 tt ~~ If"'\ and 15 more 
pn fnab1c to farm the ronserv· 
atl4 n y,ay 'liJ hear more 
farmers •:~rkm~ about hoy, 
litt c till3ge the ~; n use to get 
the crop m, "ather than how 
much fall ng I,ey d1d th•~ 
) r f.fonl"fu I\· 11 won't be 
Jon~. or mavbe the time i\ 
alread\ .. here,· that the farming 
C'(lffimunitv v.ill look upon the 
farmer th3t pJoy, ), the same 
way that they looked upon a 
no-till f3nner a fey, }ears ago 

ff f f'ntt"r ~ 0 f think 11 IS 

pmtitab1e ~n 53\'(' all the soil he­
can now. then just wait until 
he try'i to grow good crops on 
subsoil. 

Soil 2000 
Cootiluoed From Pap 88 

eroJSton to acceptable levels by 
the year 2000. Five-year goals 
established as a result of the 
interim committee's recom~ 
mendations will seek to 
provide each farm unjt with a 
conservat ion folder by 1985, 
control eroision on the state's 
most fragile soils, and reduce 
e.zcessive erosion on all 
agricultural lands by 40 per 
cent. 

Under the leaJership or 
co-chairman Senator Forrest 
Schwengels of Fairfield and 
Representative Wendell Pel­
len of Atlantic, the intenm 
study committee developed 
the following policy statement; 
"Agriculture is the foundation 
of Iowa's economy That 
foundation is cutTently bemg 
undermined by critical exces­
sive erosion of the topsoil in 
the state. Thus It IS tn the best 
interest of both the present 
and future generations to 
promptly control ~oil erosion 
in Iowa. MorPOver. <"ontrol of 
nonpoint ~n-e pollution (for 
e.r.ample. p- 'ut1on attribut­
able to rune~ f ·~ ari(e 01.reas 
rath(·r th:tn t j h" :~tJinh. 
such as s age rn atment 
plant\) of the stalt: s n\-ers and 
lakes ,ar. he Jar~ely adnc\-ed 
b~ propc.:r su•J runSC"rvat on 
techniqu ~ " 

Spt•<.:fi<" l"'"li("\t ~~als an. to 
provi" e bette1 tducation to 
build ol\\lrt'Of'SS ·lf th Dl't'd 
for soil ronservation at ll• 
1f''tciS. J.INVide mu:nu\es ror 
gooo sod m&n4H:ement, pro­
\'id~ :~hntcal ass1s1an~. and 
et•ntn.•l s II trt.)':l<·n ""t1~1n 1he 
state by •he vc<'r lt'JOO 

Comment On Issues 

... 
HUT) Scurr 

The time has rome m Iowa 
for th1 peopk of Iowa to 
become concerned aMut the 
loss of pnme farmland. 

11 has heen ec;timated th;.t 
pnme farmland m 1.:-wa 15 

bt-mg t.a.ken out of production 
at the rate of )ne count)' eve() 
J I vears 

The C'flmbelt state~ have 81 
millilln acres "'f pnme farm· 
land (by far the most acre~ of 
productl\'e prim land tn the 
USJ 

On the national lnel. of the 
three million ane~ of rural 
land that was taken out of 
production, about (lnt· million 
o1 uur W.1~ pnme farmland. In 
lh l 1'-; 800,000 a res of Clur 
best t.srm1and ha'l. bC~o'1:•mc 
hous.tng tract~. highways, 

irports. mdustrial sites, park· 
mg luts. etc. !'early 200,000 
acres are CO\ered b\' water for 
manmade lake~ J'nd \\ater 
storage for other uses 

What do we ha\·e for 
potential soil to be con\-ened 
to row crop production? Most 

5th Street 

of the ground that could be 
brou~ht into production is 
already in pasture, timber or 
"ildhfc habitat , etc. 

c,lntrol of prime farm 
ground is important to 
e\·eryone in the US. How well 
the future generations will be 
fed. depends on the land use 
restraints that will be applied 
by the concerned citizens of 
the 1ndtv1dual counties of Iowa 
and the US. I believe the best 
type of control can be carried 
out at che local or county I eve. 

way to gel 
COO\{'f\'ation of the soil fM the 
lca\1 am<,unt ot monev 1 
throuRh no 1111 f.trmin~. 'S1np 
cropping, and contounng. 
rcrraceo; .ue ftnc, but they 
take a tot of dollars for a small 
area 

If farmers wall follow 
practices where they will hav~ 
at least 50 per cent of tht:tr 
re~idue on top of their soil_ 

there is a good chance that no 
more than two tons of soil per 

Congratulations 

Tama County 

Farmers 

For Your 

Excellent Use 

of the Soil. 

Iowa 
Harvestore 
Systems, 

Inc. 
Western Division 

acre will be lost . which is 
acceptable. 

I feel that through Simple 
basic conservation practices 
s uCh as no tfll farm1ng, 

contouring, st rip cropping and 
~ra~4}ed water wav"' :\nd head 

lands. we can reduce our soil 
losses to an acceptable rate 
and can actually butld up our 
soil and clean up our str~ams 
Terraces can aid 1n making our 
basic practice!. work all the 

Deller on cenam land, but wdl 
take more revenue. 

The SCS Office will be glad 
to help anyone on their 
mdividual conscrvatton prob· 
lcms. 

I feel that we as IndiViduals 
should really stnve for beter 
conservac ion in the 80s. so that 
we don't leave our children a 
land that is compeltely eroded 
and air and water that IS unfit 
for wildlife and human 
habttation. 

The land is as good as IJOlD 
Take eara of it ... 

The otl It holds a wealth of potential In 
the products we grow. By rotating crops, 
irrigating, replanting, we help to keep our 
land rich and fertile . . . and assure future 
growth. 

DYSART STATE BANK 
MEMBER OF FDIC 

Dysart 

Goocl Won! Our Contmulations To The lama 
County flnllerS on llleir consenation programs 

nle Drainage 

Back Filling With 
Rubber-Wheeled Type 

Machine 

Small Dozer 

HAROLD CARR 
Drainage Contractor 



Protecting 
Our 

Environment 
If the day ever comes that 

w t.• travel around Lt>wn on a 
trackJe&S train, it could be 
because of the success of a 
paonee rmg tramhne in a gar· 
den. 

At the M1s.souri Botanic.l.l 
Garden an St. Louas, trams 
powered by lead-acid batter· 
ie!<; give visitors a quiet, 
fumel~ss ride that can en 
hance their enJoyment of 
the beautiful setting. 

The trams are equipped 
with trailers to carry up to 
14 passengers on a 20· 
manule, narrated tour of the 
garden. Onven by two Lwo· 
hotl>t>power elPctr•< motor~ 
operatE'd by 12 six·volt ~at· 
t.eriel>, the tranu. can achaevf> 
speE'dS up to )J milM pE>r 
hour 

--~ Tillage Project 
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Park Area Farmers Get 
Incentive For Tillage System 

Farmers around the Otter 
Creek Coun ty Conservation 
Park are fortunate to be in the 
first Iowa Till Project authoriz­
ed in Tama County. Iowa Till is 
the first program that author­
izes ~tate funds to be used to 
help cooperators install a 
conservation tillage system on 
their cropland under a fire 
year contract. 

Operators are able to use 
an, method of tillage they 
choose-no-till, discing, chis­
elm~. or field culuvatmg-as 
long as last year's crop res1due 

SO per ":'Ctlt of the 

Otter Creek 

Marsh 

surface after the new crop is 
planted in the spring . The 
incentive payment of SJO per 
acre is paid to the cooperator 
during the first ye;~r and will 
be for a five year period. 

This incentive pavment 
could provide enough help to a 
farmer to bU\' a modem 
planrer capable of getnng 
good stands m trash and 
unnlled l•nd. Mulch ullage 
coupled with contounng. 
another requirement , ln most 
cases cuts soil losses to 25 per 
cent of the levels measured 
with conventional tillage. The 
savtngs m labor and fu el costs 
are more bonuses to tht­
conservation minded farmer 
"'ho tnms his field operations. 

Previous Federal t ill age 
programs were limited to 
mcent ives for the first time 
tnal. Many long-time conser­
vafionists are unable to 
panicipate in other programs 
smce they had parked their 
plows years ago. 

The benefits should be 

noticeable 1n reduced sedi­
ment m the Otter Creek Lake 
and county road ditches, less 
fuel burned in heavy tillage 
operations, and more profits 
for the cooperator The area 
will also provide a concentrat· 
ed test area where tholie 
considering mimmum tillage 
can observe the benefits o~.nd 
stan the svstem best suited for 
them. · 

"g' '" ~ 

~)'i 
.::::-...__ <---<.-~ >, 

Followm~; a popular 
trend_ nomcownt.>rs an~ 

using glo- j)aint." not 
only in living and dining 
areas but to cover the 
outside or th~ house . A 
new scrubbable, dirt-re­
sistant, semi-gloss lat~x 
from Pittsburgh Pamts 
literally breathes to ac­
commodftte sudden t.cm· 
perature changes without 
cracking 

CONSERVATION 
EROSION. 

The land That Provides 
Your livelihood. 

BEnER DOZING SERVICE 
ALL KINDS OF EARTHMOVINCO 

AND TERRACI"lG 

Contact: LaVerne Bartling 
Lcad·acid batlt-nes are 

producing quiet. polluu-:m· 
free power m an mcreb&n~ 
number of personnel car 
riers, golf carts, mdustraa1 
lift trucks, delivery vans and 
trucks. 

'-1r and ~trs rhr,trr Coffman. rural Lht· t·a. v. err h •n,,rrd as the outstanding 
ownf"r-operatnr by Dan Bru1•nr. c-hairman. Tama !'\CO at tht• nnual award" banquet Tama.lowa 

Phone 515-484-4511 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To Our Area farmers 

For Their Fine Soil Conservation Practices 
Let Us Help You With Our Full Line Of 

Alfalfa's, Clovers, Brome's, 
Orchard Grass And Other Grasses 

We Carry A Full Line Of Oats, 
Seed Corn & Seed Beans. 

HUSAK'S FARM 
&.GARDEN 

Toledo, Iowa 

Conservation is 
Everyone's Job 

Our hats are off to the lama County 

S,oil Conservation Distrid for the 

fine iob they are doing. See us for 

all your farm needs. 

COAST-TO-COAST STORE 

Toledo 
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Survey Shows Tight Money 
Stumbling Block To Com.ervation 

Seventy-seven pe"' cent of 
landowners do not install more 
' oil conservation practices 
because they're \hart of 
money 

nus is accordmg to Gnnnell 
College student Chris Matk"m· 
Davis, taken from an optnion 
study he d1d th1s pas1 fall m 
I he Otter Creek Waler<>hed 

b~en cleaned t\~ ice The 
marsh, built in 1967, has beer1 
panially filled 111 by lost 301 In 
the 10 year penod followmg its 
construct ion. an 80 acre aren 
had become filled bv silt to a 
depth ot four and one hall 
feet 

~rosion problem or none at all . 
This parallels a similar trend 
found state-wide and yet, Iowa 
lt>ads the nataon with the 
haghest rates of soil erosion. 

What does Matkin-Davis 
·tocnll"meond' He f~1 c; rhar 
•ovemment programs should 

be geared to work more closely 
with tenant farmers and 
absentee landowners. He also 
felt that local landowners 
should take advantage of 
programs which grant finan­
ca.tl incenu\es for soil on~er 
vation work. 

Matkin-Davie:. \·olunteered to 
work tn the 1 am a Soil 
Con~ervation Dl.s~~ •~ pan 
ol an internship program 
thrnugn <~nnnell CC~llege Hto 
v.-a. ·merested Ln so11 conser 
\'3hf"n and hoY. go .. emmeo• 
proJ:rnmo;; were ~eared to < ol',. 
us asSOCJateri problems. 

in response 10 the1r htghlt 
VISible problem lho A~CS 
developed an Agrlt"Uitura' 
Conservation Pro~ram · ACP 
spccral proJel·t prupo~.il. II ·.wa'\ 
appnwed for funoinil ,, ,'}78 
and smce then ha' recei'""'d a 
lotal ot )b.':>,\.100 tor '\011 

con~uvatton v..Jrk in the 
w .. tershed . 

~ew Requirements For 
Land Disturbing Activities 

Matbn-DaVls ~elec.eG t r 
On~r Creek Watershed bf­
cau~e of th1 highly Vlsible sot 
erosior. prolJJer., and ~ttr· 
spec1aJ efforu government h~ 
take:'l to ht-1p. 

He- ~oes on to point ont that 
th~ Oner Creek Watf·rshed 
dra:i.n!!l tnto both the Otter 
Cr,.et Lake and tht- Otter 
Creek Mar<>h Mos1 of I he laod 
in •he watenhed area is rollin~ 
and ~rosio11 is a major ron cern 
n ... fac' . < highlighled by the 
iiiiltatio!" of bJth rhP Jake and 
th~m"r h. 

c;; nee rhe :unc.cructlon cf the 
Jake If: 1 C)""0 tht: siJt ~~de. t,av~ 

Of rho-.e mtervif"wed, 42 ptr 
cent te rt,~ govcrnmt:r·t 
should pay SO per cen1 of Ire 
co~t for soil conservation wori 
And yet. only I Pl'r · t:nt '"t 
the landowners. have take11 
advantage of tht )pec1a · ACF 
program 

Part of the p!Cib.em , 
according to Matkin·Davi~. 
may result from tenant 
fanners. The stud) pomrtd OU( 

that owner-operator~ are more 
i..«ely to have less row LrtJP ana 

to panicipate m soil sPving 
programs 

Another Item rna) be. :hat 62 
per Cf'nt cf b.Ldowne,-.; felt 
!he; had cnh~r only d. ;man 

CO GRATULATIONS 

T The 
ma County Farmtrs 

eir 
onservafon 

I.Westock Auction 
lama, Iowa 

.r\ppro'.lal of ~rosion Ct.:r .. oJ 
' Nl" bv he sou .. -onscrv"l· on 
li-.trh:t pnor to tht t!tSU:t.m.:e '>f 
btllldmg permn tor lanll 
d•~ta.rbinpo activtlle~ IS a ne"' 
requarement ot Chapter 467A 
ot the Code of Iowa as of 
Januarv I, 1981 The new law 
wa. en3cted by the 68th Iowa 
(reneral Assembly in 1 Q80 

Land distu rbmg acttv1t1es 
art.: derined as land changes­
cleann~. gradmg, excavat· 
ing-which may result ln c;oi.J 
eroston from wmd and water 

su ~t'l a~tivit (iQne n 
conjunction with a project that 
requires a buildlng ~ermir 

Try New 
Terraces 

-\ ne~w t\"pe nf '("rr't ~ .. ;,. 
b~o.•i1 ~ t.; C1 • al 

l 

··h ntage o• er 1~r tt r. ar 
nt"s ha1 u rartic !!.:..=-lv 
p =I n?, t l ... T'If"r"" .. 

·f r 11 to "3T .... "' 

t .ldV·U"" ~c: tS 

1-. c p atweh 1m~ o 1 e 

1 "'ondbasc: terru e re .. rio h' ~ It h o-k 

n ' ""'~ l ' le 

lr. t ay I ug 
I. ( n vat11 n 

att" 'l.£ n 
r1h1AOTk th 

:1r "i 1a~.:k~ orr rnces he· 
(' u r Oflt '.!i1dc of the tcrrat e i~ 

ccp. Narr ~ Oa~e 
cs .1re the le-ast -.,-;? 

sn·e l'lecau~e h("th <Jf"o; ut the 
Terrace are eft teep Jnd 
seeded to grasc,. ~eibel 

'""'ft'~' 
He esttmated .hai. narrow 

')J.s:! terraces cost about 40 per 
ccn .t.t.s than grass backslope 
terrac:e'i 

P \''re che:apr to build 
thart Jther terrace types," 
~mlfr. o~.ys. "'I'll put m more if 
lhey wnt inue to work a\ well 

!li hey do nLv.. 
~.uro"' b.t'c tt"rrace.!t hne 

ulher advantages, according to 
Se1bel. Farmers don 1 have to 
farm around the .e rrace 

Congratulations lama Co. Farmers 
On Your Conservation Efforts 

Bacon 
484-3422 

Construction 
E. 30 Tama 

must ha,·e ,, 1pproved 
erf'c;IUn coLrrol ;'lar. on file 

th tht> distr"'ct p!1cr to 
t'suanc~ .f rheo pe"mit 
Single-tamtl• res;denccs or 
~reas of Jess than 10,000 
square feet are not Jlffected by 
the requirement. 

The new regulat!on~ can be 
(lUnd on file at the Tama Soli 

Conservation District office 
loca1ed in lhe USDA building 
at Toledo. 

T('rl Hall, SCS, discusses conservation with a landowner 
who o;;cheduled an appointment ;tt the office. Many area 
farmer~ are -.cheduling time to o;;top by the office and talk 
con'\ervation 

Jnn .1 >v•·r I arm land ~'\ nPd hy Gt·ne\ l Kru~t in Highland township. Together they 
'-'PrP rf'et ntl\' honun:t.l .,~ 11~ vut tanding owner-tenant combination by the Tama SCD. 
Don and hi-. ·wiiP acrt>ptrd the ~wad at the annual SCD awards banquet. 

intake. ~o eq"tpmcnt stze tsn't 
a hmaling fi.h.:t (Jr In "dd1110n, 
there·~ no "urn about farm 
equipment upptng o'"er, be· 
cau~c the terrace t~n t ll:trmed. 

But there are other cons1d 
eration~. Seibel says. ~.un.'w 
base terrace~ aren 1 eo~.~th 
compacted, ~0 there IS a 
gre.Jtcr ..:ho1nlt= of ram or 
h\·e~t, , k d.tmagtng tht.. ter· 
races before the )Ccdmg I!!. 

tirmh cstabli~hed. The nar· 
rower base al!to may mean 
more \uscepubility to rodent 
damage. 

On the other hand, grass 
backslope terraces have the 
advantage of flattening out the 
land and broadbase terraces 
don't require any seeded 
slopes.. 

"There's a place for all 
1hree terrace type!'," says 
Set bel. "A farmer must 
compare construction cost 
against costs of mamtenance 
and land taken out of 
production." 

Accordtng to Seibel, a grass 
backslope terrace takes about 
two rows out of production and 
a narrow base terrace about 
four rows. 

Equtpment size and land 
slope are ther considerations, 
Seibel note~. SCS "tuggest'i 
terrace\ nut be huilt on land 
~teeper than c1ght per <.·enl 
~lope for broadba\e. 14 per 
cent fornarrn"'· b:t\C. net IHpt•r 
·cnt fnr ~""' ha<.~\lnpc.: 

destgn. 
'Terraces are a proven soil 

!ta\ltng practtce and a Jot more 
are •eeded, ·' says SCS state 
conse rvationist William 
Brune. " But what we're reallv 

advocating is a resource 
management system. Con ­
~ervatton practices need to be 
<elected that best fit each 
farmer " operation and his 
land.'' 

WE SUPPORT ENERGY CONSERVATION AND 
ENCOURAGE USING ONLY DOWN DEAD OR 
CULLED WOOD. WE URGE WISE CONSERVATION 
OF YOUR WOOD LOT. 

SEE US FOR INFORMATION ON WOODS TO 
USE AND WOOD CONSERVATION, ALSO STOP 
IN AND SEE AMERICA'S BEST SELLING 
EFFICIENT WOOD STOVE. 

WE SELL GENUINE FISHER STOVES. 

• ~ g ~;, u u•r~,~,~~ ~pStoAT 
DICK'S TIRE & DX 

Hwy. 63 South Toled(ll 
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of trurk farmi ng located in t he of procE-dure~ . Ia~~ and rules . 
\:all t•y ahovr San F'ranri'tro Onr(' the gtndehnes are !i>E'l, 
hay :, .. hi ... plan new in over t he d.istrict ofrice~ wit! handle 
thl• hav. hf' t.•ould ... ee the color the Implementation m each A ron<"('rn for rC'taininJ: 

the !IOil for a food and filwr 
bast:' for gen(' r ationoc; to 
rome has lead Harry Srurr 
to a deep invoviC'mt'nt in 
ctOil conservation. Srurr a 
c;out hwestern Tama County 
fann er is t his year 'co pre~i 
dent of thE:' Iowa As~odation 
of Soil Con~crvation District 
Commissioners. 

Th r land in Highland 
townc;;hip wherr he farms 
al ready was laid out for 
rontours when he moved 
there in 1958. He has added 
tile outlet ter races. curr 
chic:;el p lows and just discs 
the bean ground. !He al<a 
farms land lorated in Mar­
•hall County .) 

... gutss I was more or 
less raised with it (conser­
vation," Scurr c;ays. "Be· 
tween my•elf and my father 
we have 50 years as 
commisc;;ioners. " 

Scurr startE'd ac:; an 
assistant soil dist rirt com 
missioner in tht> 1960s: his 
father Clark Sc:-urr wa"' :1 

di s trirt soi l rommiso:;iont>r 
for about 25 yrars in 
Marshall C'ount) 

La c;t DecE'mb('r. Harry 
was elected prl'sidnPt of the 
statt> as!l>oriation at its 
annual ronft>renrf' ~urr c;; 

c;;('r\'inl." :dnng- \\it h \in 
prt.•,ich•nt Rn"' C.uhl, Rht• 
Rork. and immrrlia t<" pa 
prr,idont \harl• Mrl.augh 
lin. Britt 

Th<" primP funrtiun of th l' 
asc;;ocintion is to commun 
irntt' with lrgislatorct (th('r€· 
are th roe ro,:i<tored lobby 
istsl. tho D•pnrtment of 
Soil Conc;;f:'rvation at th(' 
state level. the I:Pdoral 
branrh of the SCS. the 
State Soi1 Const-rvation 
Committee and tht> t>xten 
sion Sl'rvice. 

The state committee det 
ermines how the money the 
legislaturl' appropriates is to 
be spent what percentage 
goes to what programs. The 
IO<'al dist r ict commissioners 
then d"'cid(' the practices 
the money is spent on. 
within th(' district. 

Th(' distnrt <'ommission('rs 
Sl't thr prioriti ('s of what 
th(' cost sharP fundc;; will br 
c;;pent for Terrares havp 
been tht:' primary practiC'P 
cost c;;ha rPd in Tam a County. 
acrordm~ to Srurr 

Tam a County ha' bef"n 
fonunratP 1n ht.· tht~ rPcipi 
e-nt of SJWrhd roc;;t c;harr 
fujnch for projN·ts. Tht· 
Four !\1il~ rrl•t·k Projt.·rt ha ... 
bet fund,,J in 19RI Tht• 

prohlt·m. ~n1rr ""~"· j,. thr 
C'UI h;u·k on thr hurlgt•l for 
tht· ISt l rrs€'arrh. 

An t.•arlit•r "P<'rial rost 
shari" proJ.,rram in t h€' mid 
70s foru c;rd on "topping 
s iltation in Union Grovr 
l.akr . 

Th€' Iowa Till progrrtm ict 
alc;;o in efft'rt in Tama County. 
Srurr notes . Th(' program 
whirh offeree; a finanria l 
inrrntive to uc:;e cons{'rvation 
tilla,:e methods 1s b•ing 
fund•d in the Ott•r Creek 
Park area . 

Under the Iowa Till 
program , 50 por rent of the 
rPsidue must be )pft on the 
,:round. The program paya 
$30 pPr acre in one payment ; 
the farmer muc:;t maintain the 
practire for five yt"ar~. 

A lot ran be done with 
minimum tillage to control soil 
loso;;('s unt i1 pPrman('nt pract 
ir<'s ran h<" put on t hr land, 
Srurr c;;aid. but addP d 
financial in<'entives arr n<•ed 
od 

\ look at the roads.dr 
ditrhr"' followin~ th£' "'l'vrrr 
FPhruarv wmtl'r ... torm and 
its high ·windo;; illuc;;trall·d the 
... rriouc;;nr ... s of t hP ('rO'\ion 
problem. S<'urr nott·d. Ori' 
an~ nw~t any roati you ('uuld 
"£'<· if om<· tvpe of minimum 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Podhajsky, Traer, accept the "Friend of Conservation" aw~rd 
pn·sented by Dan Bruen~. chairm~n Tama SCD .. This is an award to an outstandmg 
individual who is actively mvolved m the Tama Soli conservation movpment. 

l·1r \T.t.,.lc·• JJHi f' ad Rar)f·kt·r. South Tama High, wt•rt.·. honor(•d aft r Br11d \\On the• 
,'( ) ) II'Ut r 1c·ad ,-ontt• ... t Rr.ui v.;l'i pro;;t>nt(·j1 a $.150 ... avmgs bond and Ma-.tt·r .. "&I. 
pt , ) u U•1· .. u h .. n r • rtrn nt 

) 

lill.t ,. \\a u"<'d tht•rt• wa· 
J,., .uil hlnwn than from th<· 
fit•lcts th at Wf'r(' dt.~an plowf'd. 

"On<' half of Iowa'.,. c;oil i" 
i.!Ont• now If it <"Ontinuc-. at 
t hr "~lnl<' rat<'. th<'rP arr 
f''limatf''> that in 1 i 15 years 
plar<'"' in Tama County will be 
ciown into the A profile or 
co.ubc;oil," Srurr c:;tatNL 

"The <oil will •ti ll produce 
hut it will take a largE' r outlay 
in frrtili7:f'r and moistu re will 
h<' more important." 

"We're not getting the 
, .. ·ork donr fac;t rnough to 
prot<'rllhf' c;oil," Scurr added. 
He c1trd tho d•mand put on 
thr c;oiJ with the advent of 
gn<ohol. th• produrtion of 
,:rain for alrohol and food . 

t hrre's just not enough 
mont>y to grt thr work done, 
h{' rt'flt'rtC'd . 

llowt>ve r, Iowa io:.; lucky to 
h:w<' SC"nator Rog('r Jpp<;,pn as 
rhairman of thl' ronsprvation 
agrirulturr commiltt.'(', Scurr 
notrd. With his ht•lp, it w as 
poc;;c;;iblt> to maintain and 
inrr(':t<;,(' ff'cl t'ra l sr~ opt"ra· 
1 ions budgC't. Thi-. provided 
funding for addition<tl pt'rson· 
m·l and watrr,ht·rl-.. lowa 
gained 62 63 poople for 
tt·rhmral h<·lp in th<• fit•ld 
\\ ht·rt:' bt.·ion• tht-rt.• had been 
.1 hiring fre<'lt> for P\'t•r)· 10 
t h·11 n·tm·rt nr tr.1n.,.ft·rrt-d 
only fuur c·uulrt lw rt·pbn·d 

Sc Jrr s;:urt Wf' don't n•aliz(' 
in rf'ntral Iowa tht> ... rriou 
lt c;; of hc lc of prime r'lr"l 
l.tnd. 1'1 thl• m\'tro .. rt~s sue 
s ( lmt n anci DP" Momc ... 
h " 1c:; a rt . .! prnhlt·m pnmf' 

farmland h•· flg ('overed 'ith 
C'OOl'rP\(', highw ) S. 

l.o>' f t hr I ann I hrough 
1lt It n wa also poml Ni up 
r1 h1 r • n vis to :"- 1 

r rant 1 o lor tht· nat onal 
ronvt :11 on \\'it'l an 1lt ,.,,. 

ht• ·..., jlt ac;;. tht• riH•rc: nowt'd rounl 
intn tht.• hay and dt•poc.;it~ 
rn•atinK ..,jJt har~ . 

"\\'t• have to get a handle on 
control of ~il loco.ses," Scur r 
~aid. "Wt: may not have to pay 
for it but our children a nd 
tht•i r rhildren will." 

One of the biggest meas­
ures that conce rns t he 
a.c;sociation of commissione rs 
ni Iowa i< the Soil 2000 bill. 
Under this enactment of the 
legislature. soi l losses must be 
down to the fivt' ton limit by 
the vear 2000. \Vi th in five 
year~ or by 1985, every farm 
is to have a conservat ion 
folder. 

A It hough the r e is no 
definite plan, land preserva­
tion is a nothe r major concern 
for the associat ion. Referring 
to t he metro areas again . 
Srurr clarified they did not 
want to control city growth 
but wanted to put that growth 
on t he ground where it would 
do the least damage. 

Scurr underlined the im­
po r tance of preservation 
pointing to the statis tic that 
at the present time the 

COUNTY MAN 
Due to fu nding the re has 

heen a hold up in the planning Please Turn To Page 158 

Congratulations 
To Our Area Farmers 

For Using Good 
Conservation Practices 

Master~ 
Mix 

• 
More to Gain:' 

Lorry's Feed&. Supply 
Y2 Mile S. Of Tama Livestock Auction 

484-3815 Tama 

America the Beautiful? 
SOIL CONSERVATION OR UGLY POLLUTION ? 
Wi " the lllll* mouniBI's majesty" ol other Ameri311Jeautes jw 

way to the ugjness of mOIIItails of trash , ol the lin of jdlliln 111 

earth, ar Md water? 

Keel*lg Ameri:a beautiful is ;m that bekJ11S to aad1 of us 1 ;m we s1111i1 

~ iJood to do, alii a ;m we mus:t do, fir 011 tum 1111 cu chbwl's 

future. 

Don't pass the tad to somOOdy else act now! How can you '-? By 

soi conservaliln and keepiJg lhi1gs cean! How can we '-? W'llh Cllll! 

We glad~ pass some budls to you to ~ you practi:e good sol 

conservaOO!l. 

let's get together .... to ~ ~. Come is soon. 

All DEPOSITS INSURED 
TO $100,000 BY F.D.I.C. 

For Time And Temperature Dial 484-4911 
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our-Mile Creek Landowners Involved 
Two Lincoln Tov.•nship 
downers . Alice Costello and 

Loren Mehaffy are buildmg 
erraces on thetr top quality 
.snd southwest of Lincoln. The 
land ts gently sloping varymg 
tr 'm 0 to 6 per cent and mtght 
be Judged as not needmg any 
permanent conservation mea­
sures by the casual observer. 

However, the land is being 
cash rented and a tenant with 
a shon term lease rnav not feel 
loo obligated to apply the 

ltural practices needed to 
ro1ect the soil. The newly 

Oevelop Guide 
For Farming 

o-TillWay 
Gro"" com and soybeans the 
Idem wavl The "No-Till" 

1y! This according to local 
pie who have been pleased 

nh th1s ne.,., method of 
•mung. 

.\ sten by 5tep guide for 
rna ~unt~· farmers staning 
"no-till'' 5ystem to CON­
RVF soil and energy, and 

bUih terraces wtll provtde a 
way of cutting the length oft he 
slopes dovon to a point where 
some residue on the surface at 
planting time ''ill keep soil 
losses to permtssable le\'els. 

Both owner'i feci their new 
terraces will permanently 
protect their land from 
erosion damage and keep the 
productivity of the soil at its 
present level. The farms are 
located in the Four Mile 
Watershed Research Project 
monttored bv the Environ­
mental ProteCuon Agency and 
Iowa State Uni\'ersity. 

reduce time and equipment 
costs m crop production has 
been developed. It is available 
both at the soil con!tervation 
and enension offices. 

The guide outlines the steps 
used in no· till farming . It gives 
suggestions for nitrogen appli· 
cauon. planttng. insecticide 
and herbtcide apphcauon, and 
cultivation 

The Tama Soil Conservation 
Dsitrict: and Extens1on v.:dl be 
conducting a county-wide 
no-till meeting to be held 
Mar<:h 6. Details wtll be made 
available at a later date 

T<-rl Hall. srs. dico.4,:m•""" ~onst>rvation with Mrs. Alice 
(oc;,tt•Ho anrl ht·r rnntra\·tor l.t .... t £all. Mro:;. Costello was 

onP of many that took part in the Four-Mile Creek 
Rl'-.<-nrrh proje<'t l(X'al t"d nt.>ar Lincoln. 

We ute M lama County 
Farmers On Their Excellent Wildlife On The Farm 

COUNTY MAN 
Continued From Page 148 
equivalent of one county 
every 1 1 years is lost to urban 
sprawl, highway develop· 
ment and industry. Consentation Practices 

bl &bKurt1 
WUdliCe Biologist 

Ctntrll Traeldng 
The pure enjoyment to be 

gained from having an 
abundance of wildlife on the · 
fann is one of the big reasons 
why many farmers and 
landowners are sening as1de 
areas for wildlife habitat. 
Whether n be the rooster 
pheasant in beautiful spring 
plumage, the brallant red 
cardinal with a background of 
snow, or the elusive red fox 
disappearing over a nearby 
ridge, wildlife are always 
colorful and enjoyable to have 
around the farm. 

T rteldng or M Kln·­
Top Crtin 

DOLEZAL TRUCKING 
u 

Not as well·known perhaps 
are the benefits gatned by the 
farmer who encourages wild· 

CARE FOR 
AMERICA! 

Mother Nature Is fighting for survival. Her main antagonists -
pollution, litter and waste-thrive on thoughtlessness and neglect. These 
enemies are endangering countrlpedes, clean waters and fresh air ... 
Let's put a stop to It RIGHT NOW! 

Each and e¥eryone of us has his work cut out for him to KEEP 
America the rich and beautiful country that It Is. We can start by stopping 
. . . littering the countryside, wasting the elements. Use recycling centers; 
plant a tree ... It's not too late to CARE! 

Elk, Deer, Rams, Wild Boar, 

Buffalo, Wild Turkey, 

Ducks 
Fish to stock farm ponds 

Fish Hatchery Wild Game 

HINEGARDNER 
Montour, Iowa Ph. 492-3495 

life on his property. In one 
study a sod and shrub 
fencerow were compared. It 
was found that the shrub 
fencerow contained 14 times 
as many nesting birds per mile 
as the sod fencerow , 40 times 
as many beneficial ladybird 
beetles as the sod fencerow, 
and 32 per cent less insects 
lOJurious to farm crops than 
the sod fencerow. This only 
points out that wildli fe 
plantings can offer very real 
economic ret urns to the 
farmer, and also provide 
valuable wildlife habitat . 

The important thing to 
remember when planting 
wildlife areas is to plant a 
variety of trees, shrubs and 
grasses. 

Conafers (evergreens) that I 
would recommend for Tama 
County include Scotch pine, 
white pine, red pine, jack 
pine , Norway Spruce, Black 
Hills Spruce, concolor fir , and 
red Cedar. These trees not 
only provide excellent winter 
cover for wildlife, but also 
beautify the landscape and 
reduce wind erosion on 
farmland . 

Deciduous trees for this area 
mclude whne and green ash, 
hackberry, hard maple, soft 
maple, white oak, red oak, bur 
oak, shellbark hickory, black 
walnut and Russion olive . 
These trees are &mP'man~ tvou 
and cover for a variety of 
wildlife specaes, in addition to 
providtng Important forestry 
and soil and water conserva· 
tion benefits. 

Shrubs arc also very 
im portant when plann.ing 
wildlife areas. especially when 
thf''' are planted adjacent to 
e\-ergreens afld deciduous 
trees. Shrubs provide good 
ground cover for wildlife travel 
lanes and escape cover, and 
most shrubs also provide an 
abundance of berries, fruits 
and nuts which are an 
invaluable food supply tc 
wildlife in the fa11 and winter 
Some of the best shrubs foa 
this area include amur 
honeysuckle, tatarian honey· 
suckle, crab apple, elderberry. 
w1ld plum, nannyberry, nine· 
bark, red--osier dogwood, gra) 

dogwood, highbush cranberry, 
hawthorn and lilac. 

Grasses are also very 
important to wildlife for 
nesting, roosting and feeding 
areas. Switchgrass is a native, 
warm·season grass that pro· 
vides all around nesting cover 
and winter cover for a variety 
of wildlife. It grows best 
during the warm summer 
months of July and August 
when common cool-season 
grasses such as bluegrass are 
dormant. Leave nesting cover 
undisturbed wherever poss­
i~le 

In conclusion, vary the cover 
as much as possible-the more 
varied the cover, the more 
wildlife. If you would like 
assistance in planning your 
own wildlife area, please 
contact me at the USDA 
building, 203 W. High St. , 
Toledo, Iowa 52342. 

"It doesn't take much time 
to figure out at that rate in 
100 years the land could be 
,.overed over by concrete ... 

Scurr and his wife Janet, 
have three children- Kathy. 
a fourth generation ISU 
!li:tudent who is studying 
<'IC'mentary education in her 
junior year (Scurr completed 
th<' two year farm operations 
courc;,e at Iowa State and 
Janet received her degree 
from ISU} Joe. a senior at 
SEMCO high school; and 
Steven, an eighth grader at 
SEMCO. 

Janel has been teaching 
home ecomomics at SEMCO 
and in 1978, was the recipient 
of the state Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year Award. 

Scurr is a former 4·H 
leader, a Mason . and belongs 
to the Soil Conservation 
Society of America. They are 
also active in the United 
Church of Christ at Gilman. 

Allis Chalmers & 

New Idea 
Farm Machinery 

Since the days of the first settlers, up to 
today . . . our land has served as the 
backbone of our prosperity , and growth as a 
nation . Let's care for It ... preserve II. 

Sienknecht Implement Co. 
Clutier 319-479·2751 



What To Consider When 
Seleeti ng il Contractor 

Contndor Selection 
Wllo should I get to buiild 

my terraces? Who's a good 
reliable tiler! Questions simil­
ar to these are asked by area 
farmers each year. And they 
should be . No t\\·o contrctors 
are euctly alike. 

Perhaps the three most 
important Hems for considera­
tion include: I) quality of 
work, 2) prices charged, and 3) 
reliabi1itv 

Qaalll) of Worlt 
The finished product must 

meet government specifica­
tions when the landowner 
expects to receive financial 
aide from government pro­
gums. Thi> fact is true 
regardJess of what agency is 
mvol\.·ed. 

T'lere may be some hidden 

concerns here that a consumer 
should be aware of relative to 
this. For instance. government 
agencies don't necessarily 
monitor the construction while 
in progress to regulale the 
time spent on the job, the 
efficiency of the operator, or 
whether the job is "polished 
and neat ." 

Some contractors will only 
do enough to meet the 
minimum standards. Others 
are more conscientious 

When not part of a 
government program. the 
quality of work must be strictly 
worked out between the 
consumer and the contractor, 

PrlceaChuaed 
Not all contractors charge 

for their work. in the same 
manner. Some charge by the 

hour. This simply means that 
if it takes 12 hours to do the 
job. they'll charge according· 
ly. 

Others will charge by the 
job. For instance: so much a 
foot or some other unit of 
measurement. 

And still others may use a 
combination of these two 
methods 

Many contractors will give a 
landowner a bid or estimate on 
how much the proposed job 
"';11 cost. Some w111 stick to this 
estimate throughout the con­
struction process. Others may 
not. An estimate mav not 
always guarantee the fin3t cost 
of the projed. This "ill depend 
upon the contractor and the 
arranl(ements made 

~ 
• ft .. 

sam it 
Remember ••• It's 

the Energy that 

Turns the Wheels 

of Progress ••• 

The hum of electrical power means 

MC:Urity for us all ... the comfort, 

convenience and pleasure we enjoy 

at home ... the cvrrent that sparks 

our ec»nomy, keeps our jobs olive. 

Rellablllty 
There are at lea~t 

ctmsiderations that help to 
determine realiability: I) COO· 

~truction starts on the date 
promi~cd. 2) construction is 
finished according to sched· 
ule , 3) once construction is 
started, full attention is given 
until finished. and 4) construc­
tion is done in the most 
effficient manner possible and 
the final product will be of 
high quality. 

With these thoughts in 
mind, in selecting a contractor 
it is therefore suggeste.d th.1t 
ccnsumers: ll consider quality 
of work, prices, and reliability, 
2) \·iew work previously 
completed by rontrartor I Jl 
talk with past clients of 
c Jntra~tor I and 4) shop 

WE IEWE THE IOWA FARMER 
WITH POWER FOR llfJME AN/I FARM 

Congratulations- Tama County farmers on your excellent 
soil and water conservation. 

Mor• than we realize . .. our way of 

life depends on ele<:ttical power, 

a nd upon our- careful, responsible 

uJe of it. It's a vital resource. No one 

can afford to waste it ... 

GRUNDY COUNTY REC 
Grundy Center 


