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Expanding horizons are yours 

Farm Service 

Working Together 
Towards a Better 
Place For Us All! 

Council Bluffs ... 323·7167 
Silver City ..... 525·1155 
Pacific Junction .. 622·8161 
Treynor ....... 487·3223 

• Terraces • Terrace Repair 
• Waterways • Dams 

• Ripping 

Roger Young 
366-2630 

On Highway 275 North of Glenwood 

because the future of good earth IS 10 your 
Conservatton IS everybody's concern. but you 
as a farmer can play an acttve role tn the efforl 
to save our natural resources and all that 
they provtde We want to help. too' 
11 practtctng conservation means makmg 
tmorovements or changes on your farm. then maybe we 

can be of servtce wtth farm tmprovem. ent loans to g. et 1 
the cash you need to be conservation 
consc•ous .. now' 

l e t~ \\ o rk toge the r belcl U'-'~ ton ..,e n cllteln 
i ~ t> l en. hod1. \ JOb ~ 

glenwood 
silver city 

Mill s County's Peoo le Bank 

Jay Bowen, 1940, operattng a 1929 Caterpiller 60 with an 
Austtn Western 5 yd. scraper. When we say experienced we 
meanit! ' 

Jay Bowen-Operator-



Terraces · 
of today 
By Leo Van Fo s sen 
SCS TechniCian 

During the pa s t few years a new tool 
for e ros ion control has been used 
exten sive ly. Thi s ne w tool is th e 
narrow·base terrace. Narrow·base ter· 
races ha\ e 2: I s ide s lopes on uppe r and 
lowe r s ide of each te rrace. These 
s teeper s ide s lopes are seeded to b rome 
or some o the r type of grass . no 
legumes. W ith both s ides s teep a nd 
seeded you do not far m a ny portion of 
the terrace. By not fa rming the te rrace. 
mach me ry " til not be tear ing down the 
terraces and depleti ng liS ca paci ty . 

Wh e n tile is bei ng used in th e te rrace 
S\·stem . the in takes are nex t to the 
upper ter race base a nd are not in the 
way of farmi ng opera tions. 

arrow base terraces are some'' hat 
cheaper to construct beca use the re is 
les' soil used in construction of the 
~ystem 

Toda\ almost 95 percent of our 
terrace ~,·stem'l arc of th e narrow·base 
t\pe We ha\ e obser,ed these te rraces 
the P"'t le" \ears and ha' e fo und that 
the mamtenance is much less than other 
t\pes ol cropland terraces consrructed 
on land 111 the 8-14 percen t ra nge. 

Th ts l\pe of terrace can be para ll eled. 
"here applicable. to help red uce poin t 
ro'' I) and make the farmi ng operations 
eas1cr 

Although an ' t~ pc ol cropland terrace 
hc\p\ reduce '.)Oil movement lt is not the 
total an~" cr to ero~ion controL Along 
tht• tt•rrat.:t'"' other resource manage': 
nll'nt practice~ ~uch as crop rotations. 
minimum till. and no-ull arc also 
nccdl'd t\l keep our food producing soil~ 
111 plan~ 

Mule Creek 
Watershed 
gets a boost 
By Richard Stille 
01SH t ervat• <'!;! 

Mule Creek. Mills Count,·'s firsr 
"atershed is scheduled to get· a hft on 
maintenance problem!). Jobs Bill mone\' 
ha' been allocated lor rehabilitation ~f 
se\ era! structure~. The watershed 
co\er' 8.013 acres and is located fo ur 
miles south" est of the to\\ n of Mal\'ern. 

Mule Creek Watershed was organ­
tzed 111 I 949 and "as one of eleven pilot 
watcnhed projects nation-'' 1de. It s 
p urpose "·as grade stabilizat ion a nd 
fl ood control. Constructio n sta rt ed in 
I % 4 a nd M ule Creek "as the fir st 
\\atcrshed to break ground in the U.S. A 
tota l of24 structures\\ere built in 1956. 

The structures ha\C performed 1\CII 
for JO .vears. but ttmc ''a not kind to 
them. To\\ drains !mall' tatted. causme 
saturated back slopes a nd slumptng of 
s lopes" hich resulted in sptll"·ay pipes 
being pulled apart. A total of I.J sites 
ha ' c ;eriou problems and "ill be 
repatrcd. 

C\\ (0\\ drain S\'Ste ms and ne\\ 
p r in cipa l spill" a'. pipes "i ll be 
insta ll ed. Emergenc~ spillways a nd 
s tru cture tops a nd sides "ill also be 
restored to orig ma l desig n e levations. 
All dis turbed a reas" ill be revegeJatcd. 
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No-till farming liked 
By Richard Maaske 
Slate Eng1neenng A1de 

More and more Iowa farm e rs are 
decidi ng agai nst any till age in the fa ll . 
Partic ula rl y on soybean st ubble. The re 
are a numbe r of advantages of no tillage 
in the fa ll. 

a. Leaving residu es untouched in th e 
fa ll keeps options wide ope n for no- till 
the ne xt spring. 

b . Residues preve nt wind e rosion in 
the "int er. 

c. Bea n s tubble will preve nt severe 

wa te r e rosion in the spring. 
d . Resid ues provide some food a nd 

shelte r for wildlife. 
e. Snow cau g ht by s tanding s tubble is 

mois ture for th e ne xt years' crop . 
r. With no fa ll ti ll age. both tim e and 

fu e l a re saved. reduci ng the fa ll 
workl oa d . 

No- till fa rmin g will sa ve you soi l. 
No· till ca n cut soil losses to unde r fi ve 
tons pe r acre a year on ge ntle s lope. On 
steep s lopes. " ith a corn-so\ bean 
ro ta tion. no· till in combina tion- with 

o the r conserva tion practices may be th e 
only way to get soil losses to withi n th e 
l ive to n figure. Field time is cut half with 
with no- till which ca n sa ve up to 3-4 
ga llons of fu e l a n acre . 

If you are concern ed about havin g 
e noug h time. worried a bout hi gh fu e l 
cost . concern ed a bout e rosion . and 
wa nting to try no· till ne xt s prin g. leave 
the soybea n s tubble a lone. This wint e r . 
ask those" ho have done no-till and read 
information available on no-till . 

Look ahead with conservation plans 
By Lane Colli n s 
So1l ConservatiOniSt 

Th e ra in s tha t Mill s Co unty e xpe r · 
ie nced in June did a lo t in makin g soil 
erosion more vis tbl e. Precious topsoil 
"as lost a t a treme ndous ra te. Farme rs 
need to s to" this erosion do" n so tha t 
the re " ill be adequa te topsoil le ft for 
futu re ge ne ra tions. A conservation pla n 
can h elp t:>v g iving t ill age practices and 
crop rota tions tha t "ill red uce the 
prese nt rate of soil e rosion. 

The con er\'ation plan "ill contain 

forma tion th a t is used to calcula te the 
prese nt soil e rosion ra te for a pa rticula r 
crop ro ta tion and tillage practice. If th e 
prese nt e rosion ra te is a t a level th a t the 
soil can not reb uild irself and maint ai n 
maxim u m prod uctivity. alte rn a tives will 

be given to bri ng this level do\\ n . Some 
alte r nati ,•es mav in clude r e du ced 
tillage. no· tit:. ·nn iouring. terracing or a 
crop rotation tha t is tess inte nsive than 
corn·SO\ bean . 

Thts · conservation pla n will a lso 

cont a in a soils ma p and a n are ri al photo 
of the part icul ar fa rm . Th e ae r ial ph oto 
1\ ill have lines drawn to show farm 
boundaries. fi e ld divisions. present 
terrace locations. and whe re new 
terraces need to be b uil t. 

A conservation plan is free a nd ta kes 
only a few short visi ts to get the 
necessary informa tion. If you a re 
intere5ted in a conservation pla n or 
"ant more info rm ation . stop by the Soi l 
Conservation Service in Malvern . 

Let~s consider the soil. • • 
By Terry Bra ns tad 
Go .. ernqr lll"""" 

In lo,,a, agnculturc means an 
abundance of c~op\ npe tor han·e~ t .. 
t\\CI1t\'·C..t\ million acre~ or almo~t 
thr~c·lourth'> ot our '>tate is planted 
ycarh to rO\\ crop~ 

Our ma\>1\L production of agnculture 
commodttil'c.. is 'lU\lained b\' our oil 
rco,ourccs Combined '' ith Stuitable 
~o.·lima~c and agricultural management. 
our nch tOp\oil make' lo" a a major 
..,ourn: nt food productton~:o, tor this 
l'OUntn and the "orld. More<.)\er. 
three·- fourth' ol all JOb> can be traced to 
agriculture Thu~. it makes sense for 
IO\\ an~. both on and off the farm. to 
recognuc and ~hare an interest in the 
nnpnrtant rc5tpon~ibilitv '' e ha\ c to 
protect our ~oil re~ource\. 

The riches ot our soil arc so great that 
they are seeming,h" limitless. Hm'e,·er. 
thl· abundance of our food productton 
could dramattcalh dinnm5th m the next 
20 'ear~ it "'teps arc not taken to deal 
'' tth seriou.., soil erosion problemS~ I am 
pleased to ~a~ that in Iowa. '' e arc 
·cons1dcnng the soil.· 

In this t98.J "State Year of the Soil. .. 
ll seem~ appropriate to recap some ot 
our succe;ses. In I 980. the to" a 
Ge neral A5.5.embl.\· enacted Jcg1slation 
~no\\n a' the " lo"a Soil 2000 
Program.·· lm' a·s 100 soil conscn·ation 
di~trict~ ha\'C begun the process ol 
deli' ering to" a Soil 2000 folders to each 
landm' ner in the state. These folders 
''ill alert landm' m~rs to their soil 
con~cn :ltion need~. suggest steps the\ 
l'an take to reduce their 0\\ n erosio~1 
ln"'-,c~. and C\pla tn tncentl \ c and 
a"''ll..,tance program~ a,·ailable for the 
dc~tgn and ino,tallation of eonser\'ation 
o,y~temc... 

To tun hcr ~lCl'cleratc land treatment 
a nd to meet de mand stim ul a ted b\' Iowa 
Sml 2000. fun d tng for th e ~tn t c's 
l'O~:tt·.., h ari n g prngra m for soil conscr-

\~lt1on ,,a., increa<,ed in 1983 from $5.0 
million 10 SR. 3 n11llion Fundtng for the 
t.:urrL'I11 11\c<.&l YL'ar ''a<, authoriLed at a 
lc' d of S .o million this past spnng. 
Thl'o,L' momcc., are used for cost-sharing 
'' ith landO\\ ner~ "ho put an equal 
amount ot thc1r O\\ n dollars for the 
l'Un..,truction of permanent soil conser­
' at1011 practH.'e~ These practice -­
tL·rract•..,, ~rae..~ ''a ten' a\'S. grade 
'tablliJation 'tructure~. and others-­
han.· otf.,tte bcnctitc.. of controlling 
run·oll and .... ilt~ltton a' "ell a~ their 
on·'>lle purp<"e ol holding ~oil in place 
to pn?\l~n c it\ produ<.ti\jt' . 

Dunng thi' pa\t \Car. we ''ere abo 
ahk to make the tirc..t no-intcrc~t loan as 
part ol a program initiated just a , ·ea r 
;~go L'~d tor the ;ame. t,·pes of 
permanent \Oil conc;cn at ion practices 
"' cost-,hare fund,. tht> program offers 

h for lo" net 

worth farmers who might not othen.' ise 
be able to finance needed consenation 
praCIICC''>. 

The record of participation b\ 
lando" ners in these programs during 
the pa't ,·ear is indicati,·e of the 
agnculture community's commitment to 
protecting this all-important naru ral 
resource Whtle much still needs to be 
done. and "e are far from finished. 
lando" ners. · in\'estmem in soil conser­
' at ion this pa t "ear ts proof of their 
ta11h in the future 

I am also pleased to report that to"· a's 
Iarmer' and lando" ners are rapid!~ 
adopting ne" reduced-tillage tech· 
mques that can substantial!' reduce 
ero')ion losses'' ithout additio~al capitol 
111\'C~tmems. 

We must rededicate ourseh es to the 
land and recommit our resources and 
'upport to lo"a's soil programs. 

NO-TILL 
MFG co CULTIVATOR 

• HEAVY FOR GOOD P EN ETRATION 
• ALL CO MPO NE NTS ADJU S TABLE 
• CUTTING COU L TE R DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF 18 

OR 22 I NC H SW EEP- TO REDUCE PLUGGING 

• HILLE RS FO R B UIL DING RIDGE S I F DES IRED 
• TU NN EL S HI EL DS INCLUDED 
• 7 " SO T OOL BAR • LOW- LOW PRI C E 

GLENWOOD FARM EQUIPMENT 
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Iowa Soil2000 Programworks 
By Richard Biermann 
SCOCharrman 

In 1980. Chapter 467A.62 of the Iowa 
Code was enacted bv the lo" a 
Legislature. It requires· Soil Conser­
vation Districts to begin a process of 
informing individual landowners about 
erosion problems by distributing con· 
senation folders . This legislation is 
better known as the " Iowa Soil 2000 
Program ." The primary objective of the 
program is the reduction of excessive 
soil losses from all Iowa land b\' the vear 
2000. The legislation supports ·this 
objective through a coordinated pro­
gram of educational. financial and 
technical assistance. 

Soil erosion is a natural process 
involving detachment and tran sportation 
of soil particles. But when it proceeds at 
an excessive rate. the soil . resource 

suffers debilitating damage . New 
topsoil is formed by natural process but 
is is verv slow. Under ideal conditions 
with \ 'Cr.y low erosion . Iowa topsoil is 
produced at about I inch in 30 years or 
more. So theore ticallv. Iowa soils could 
lose I inch of topsoil every 30 years and 
retain their productivity indefinitely. 
This works out to a tolerable soil loss of 
2 10 S tons per acre per year. 

Unfortunately. average soil losses in 
Iowa are O\er 9 wns per acre per year. 
In Mills County. soil losses in excess of 
20 to 30 tons per acre per year are not 
unusual. There are instances of much 
high erosion rates. 

Whose fault is soil erosion• It's very 
easv to blame farmers for the problem. 
but it isn't that simple. Farmers are 
some of the strongest supporters of soil 
con ervation and demonstrate their 

concern through installation of conser· 
vation practices . Farmers are under 
great pressure to produce more and 
more grain from the ir land to support 
ex port objectives. Increasing production 
costs. declining gram prices. and rising 
interest rates are some of the pressures 
making it very difficult for farmers to 
invest in conservation. Conservation 
practices pay long-term dividends . but 
are next to impossible to justify as short 
term expenses. Its future generations 
who will mainlv benefit from soil 
conservation. nOt the present land ­
O\\ ners . 

Soil erosion has manv detrimental 
effects. This includes reduced produc­
tivity. increased production costs. and 
siltation of off-site facilities such as 
reservoirs and drainage systems. Soil 
erosion ca n have several consequences. 

but it can also be controlled. Many 
practices can be used including crop 
rotations. contouring. no-till or residue 
management. strip-cropping. grassed 
waterwavs . terraces . and grade stabili­
za tion structures. Land use can also be 
changed from cropland to hayland. 
pasture . or woodland. 

The lo" a Soil 2000 Program is an 
anempt to educate landowners and the 
public about soil erosion and offer ways 
to control it. Conservation plans are 
used to design a program "ith the 
landuser resulting in controlled soil 
losses . The landuser is not told what to 
do. 

The Mills Countv Soil Conservation 
District has begun ·the Iowa Soils 2000 
program in the Waubonsie Creek area. 
This will be expanded into the Pony 
Creek area in I 985 . 

Warm-season grasses help pasture rotation 
By Galen Hartman 
Sot I ConservatiOntsl 

Do you usually run short of pasture 
during the hot dry summer months? The 
use of warm- eason grasses in a pasture 
rotation can help maintain forage 
production during hot dry weather. 

Cool-season grasses such as brome­
grass and bluegrass make most of their 
growth during the coole r weather. 32-78 
degrees. Warm-season grasses such as 
S'-"itchgrass and big bluestem make 

most of their growth after the middle of 
June "ithin the temperature range of 
55-90 degrees. Since warm-season 
grasses make their growth in the 
summer there is still spring moisture 
a' ailable "hen it is most needed. The 
root system of warm-season grasses 
gro" do" n" ard 5-6 feet 10 reach 
a'ailable moisture. By using cool· 
season grasses in the pring and fall and 
warm season grasses in the summer. 
cattle will be grazing high quality forage 

•Fertilizer •Feed 

•Seed •Petroleum 

throughout the growmg season. When 
''arm season grasses are ready to graze. 
the grazing ot cool-season grasses can 
be deferred until fall . Cool -season 
grasses" ill recover more quickly in the 
fall if they are not O\ er grazed. 

Most pasture programs "ill benefit 
from ha,ing separate pastures of 
"arm-season grasses and cool-season 
grasses. There "ill be increased 
carrying capacity and higher li veweight 
ga in s. In Nebraska average daily gains 

lrom late April to early o'embcr 
increased 40 percent when steers 
grazed separate pastures of "arm· 
season and cool-season grasses rather 
than cool-season grasses only. This 
increase "as due entirely to higher 
gains during the summer "hen 
''arm-season grasses are productive. 

There ha,·e been approximatelv 240 
acres of warm-season pastures estab­
lished in Mills County the last two 
years. 

LEADING THE WAY 
IN CONSERVATION FARMING 

From planting 
to tillage __ jts 

Allis-Chalmers_ 

Alhs-Chalmers began I i mtni- t cf mounted 
mum-ltllage and no-ttllage concepts tong or putt types, 8' to 30' wide, with rigid or 
before they were popular. Today, we oHer a cushion clamps. 
tine of lttlage tools and planters based on • 1400 Chiselvators tn 4 models, 40' to 60' 
that long expenence-equipment with im- wide, tdeal for btg-acreage cultivation 
portant advantages for anyone considenng • 1300 and 1200 culttvators with field-proven 
conservatton ltllage rubber elastomer shanks for high-speed, 

Shown: the 1500 Mm-T1I conservalton eHictent cultivation 
tool that combines chisel shanks and coulter • 2500 and 2600 dtsk harrows oHered m a 
blades, and the 333 No- Ttl Spectal planter, broad range of stzes. w1th ngtd or foldmg 
one of a Wide range of Alhs-Chalmers planters, frames 
avatlable 1n both atr and plate type untts, Stop m soon We'll help you get the most 
des1gned to save ttme, fuel. mo1sture and sot! out of modern conserva tton ttllage pract1ces 

Other conservatton ltllage Implements wtth Atlts-Chalmers Implements 

worth looking over A ALLISM~·~:~~~·~·;;·;Im"'"'"m"k~ 

GLENWOOD TRACTOR SERVICE, INC. 
TOPS IN SERVICE 38 YEARS 212 S. WalnUt 

(712)527-4838 Home: (712)527·4510 Glenwood, Ia. 
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50 years of conservation 
By Steven C. Stover 
Area 4 Conservat10n1st 

Few people remember the creation of 
Soil Conservation in this country. Or do 
thev? I would bet that manv re.member 
the. depression and the great "Dust 
Storms... This is rea lly when Soil 
Conservation programs began. The 
public was becoming more and more 
concerned over the deterioration of our 
most important resource -- our soil. ln 
August 1933. the Soil Erosion Service 
was created. Hugh Hammond Benneu. 
soil scientist and crusade for soil 
conservation . was named to head the 
new agency. 
Ci,•ilicm Consen·arions Corps 

The CCC was established and 
immediately began projects to curb 
erosion. Trees were planted to control 
erosion of both wind and water. 
Terraces. erosion control dams. etc . . 
"ere built to demonstrate how erosion 
could be harnessed. Yet . in April 1935 
things had gouen worse. Dust clouds 
O\ er Washington . DC dimmed the sun. 
Dust from the midwest was making 
headlines on the east coast. On April 27. 
I 935 . Congress enacted the first 
Conservation Public law and renamed 
the Soil Erosion Service. the Soil 
Consen·ation Service. 

Slo" h at first. then with the zeal of a 
re\ '' ialfst. the conservation movement 
picked up speed. State laws were 
rap1dl\ de,eloped creating Soil Con-

• Terrace Work 
• Waterways 
• Dams • Clearing 

scrvation Districts in nearlv everv state 
in the Nation . - . 
iO Years Later 

Todav Soil Conservat ion Dis tricts 
ha.·e been formed in nearly every 
cou nty . Neighboring Districts work 
togethe r through their State and 

ational Association of Conservation 
Districts 10 cominually promote the wise 
use of all of our natural resources . The 
country has made major strides in 
controlling erosion . but it is minute . 
"hen compared with the total job 
needed. 

Contour farming. terraces. water­
ways. erosion con trol and flood 
prevention dams are common sites as 
)\'C drive down Iowa roads. However. 
the eroded hillsides and disappearing 
topsoil are most often noted . We have 
only completed 40 percent of the work 
needed to control soil erosion. 

Tee/mica/ Assisrance 
The Soil Conservation Service is the 

"technical arm" helping Di stricts 
carryout conservation programs. The 
agency provides leadership in planning 
and applying conservation practices 
with farmers and units of government. 

Basic to this service is conducting soil 
sunevs nationwide . In the late 1980s 
C\Cf\. Iowa countv will have been 
mapped . This soils information is 
provided free to landowners. users and 
developers. It is "a must" for proper 
usc of the Nation's soil resources . 

Mike lee 

Lee Construction 
527-3455 Glenwood 

1983 A Good Year 
Conservation progress was good in 

Southwest Iowa. More landowners were 
contacted. conservat ion plans deve l­
oped and practices installed than in 
many years. This is a good indication of 
the co ncerns farmers have in protecting 
the ir resources from erosion. Over 580 
miles of terraces were bu ilt in this 
eleven counts area. This is an increase 
of 100 mil es ~1ore than in 1982 . Yet. this 
protected less than 12 .000 acres of the 
1.2 million acres needing land treat­
ment. 

Consen•wion TillaRe And No- Till 

Both conservation ti llage and no-till 
cropping systems are rapidly increas­
ing. Generally farmers using till plant 
and no- till ha ve doubled . along with the 
acres plamed since 1981. last year 753 
farme rs used till plant and no-till on 
68.7 13 acres in the II countv area. 
Conservation tillage has conti~ued to 
increase with chisels and discs the main 
implements used. The residue cover left 
on the land is the first defense against 
\\ ind and water erosion. Conservation 
and no-till S\'Stems conserve soil and 
\later. labor ·and energy. Yie lds have 

remained high with this new farming 
technique. Normally in western Iowa a 
combination of practices are needed to 
bring erosion to acceptable limits. 
Conservation tillage . contour farming . 
rotations. terraces and other practices 
rna\' be needed . 
Wl;ere To NoH· 

Soil erosion from wind and water in 
the U.S. amounts to 6.5 million tons a 
year. including 5.3 million tons from 
agriculture lands . Coming closer to 
home. the Mississippi River carries 
enough past Memphis everv hour to 
co,·er 40 acres of land to a d ~pth of six 
inches. Only you know how much of that 
is yours in the Missouri or Mississippi 
Ri\'Cr. 

Yes. our job is far from complete. 
Only if we co111inually wor~ together 
ca n "e control this monster - EROSIO N. 
If Y?U need help in controlling your 
cros1on problems. contact the Soil 
Conservation District office. Fiftv vears 
of conservation has not solved ·ail the 
problems. but it has established a 
trained cadre to help you solve your 
resource problems. 

One Tool Does It All 
New from OBLE. the amazmg ALL-TILL handles 
everything from no-till corn to conventional till beans. 

• 4-Srows 
• T x T tool bar 
• "Jolly Crank" depth control 
• heavy. double stable link 

One machine handles all your row crop cultivating jobs. 

GLENWOOD FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

SHORT LINE EXPERTS 
Glenwood, Ia. 527-3155 
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Wildlife is product of the farm 
By Carl Priebe 
Wildllle Management BIOIOQI SI 
Iowa ConservatiOn Commi SS IOn 

Wildlife is a product of the farm. 
From agricu lture's earliest days in Iowa 
our agricultural areas have produced 
the majority of our wildlife. Even in 

• today' era of high technology farming 
that statement still holds true. Due to 
the shift awav from livestock and the 
increased use' of soybeans the types of 
wildlife have changed considerably but 
never-the-less rural land is still the 
major producer of wildlife in Iowa . 

With the loss of extensive pasture 
land in much of our area we have seen 
the disappearance of the up·land 
sandpiper and reduced numbers of once 
common song birds like the meadowlark 
and bobolink. In recent years we have 
begun to see a decline in the pheasant 

population because ol the loss of 
grassland nesting area plus the loss of 
hay lields and large waterways. 

The decline in livestock has not 
adverselv affected all wi ldlife. however. 
Ungratcd timber areas have responded 
quickly providing improved deer habitat 
and arc at least partially responsible for 
the succc;s of the wild turkeys in the 
loess hills . 

Larger row crop equipment and the 
farm economy have encouraged the 
removal of interior fences and brushy 
fence rO\\ ~. In many areas long standing 
em ics of quail and rabbits went up in 
;mokc ,dth the piles of brush that were 
removed. Cardinals. shrikes and num­
erous other song birds that frequented 
those areas were forced to leave and 
never return . 

The larger corn fields that resulted 

made hiding especially easy for some 
animals. Deer have learned to usc these 
lie ids much the same as timbered areas 
for security. escape cover and for food. 
That. plus the deer's ability to move 
considerable distances to food and 
timbered areas once the corn is 
harvested have allowed them to 
continually increase in population over 
the last 30-40 years. There arc more 
deer in )0\, a today than at any time in 
our his tor". 

Changes in agriculture have had a 
tremendous impact on wildlife. Some 
once abundant birds and animals are 
now uncommon while others such as the 
turkcv. deer. and raccoon are at high 
level~ . That indicates how important 
each land management decision is to 
our re•ident wildlife. Any change made 
in management of a farln will have a 

direct bearing on all the wildlife using 
that area. some for the worst and 
perhaps some for the best. The fact is. 
each land manager is con trolling the 
future of each "ildlife species using his 
land. from cardinals to deer. 

In many instances wildlife can be 
assisted at little or no cost by improving 
area5 too small. too rough. or un­
profitable to farm. Look at areas 
holding the type of wildlife you enjoy 
and try to duplicate those conditions on 
your area. Wildlife can't pay all the bills 
but the sight of a deer fawn on a clear 
5ummer morning. the whistling of a 
quail from atop a fence post . or the 
melodic call of a cardinal on that first 
warm spring morning can generate a 
feeling of deep satisfaction that is hard 
to compare . 

IFIP equals state cost share equals$$$$ 
By Ruth Stevens 
Clerk - SCO 

IFIP or lo" a Financial Incentives 
Program or Co t-share or a means of 
relicvmg some of the financial burden of 
the landowners who install permanent 
soli conservation erosion control prac­
tices. 

The Iowa Legislature budgets mane) 
each vcar to !)hare the costs of installing 
cro~iOn control practices. In 81 82 FY 

\ 

Mtlls Count\ received $84.902: in 82 / 83 
FY $72.050:. in 83 4 FY $97.959 and in 
84 85 FY 5180.304- and still we never 
seem to ha,·e enough money to 
ro~t-sharc '' ith everyone "ho applies. 
A~" ith all money appropriated by the 

state. there arc rules and regulations 
that come with it. It is the Drstrict 
Commissioners' rc~ponsibility 10 allo­
cate the monev to the lando" ners and 
.,till comply w(th the law . 

COULTER CHISEL PLOW 
I 

Conserve motsture. reduce eros1on 
and fuel consumption wtth the 
sturdy Wti-R•ch Couller Chtsel 
Plow 

Slice through tough stocks or stub­
ble w1th sturdy spring-loaded 20-
•nch coulters. Individually mounted 
and free sw1nging to eliminate side 
pressure. The exclustve Wii-Rich 
patented shank assembly mounts 
on a hefty 4-bar frame for better 
trash flow. ll's a shank that com­
bmes advanced design, rugged ma­
tertals and solid construct1on . 
Shanks can be mounted on either 

II II ;l ~~~:!!,•!?..~ 
LEAR SIEGLER . IN C. 

12- or 15-lnch spac1ng. H1gh clear­
ance. 32" shanks allow you to plow 
through heavy crop restdue without 
plugg1ng up. 

Walktng tandem axles provide flex­
Ible shock absorbmg act1on. They 
help smooth the rough, uneven 
ground contours for better flotation 
and consistent depth control. 

The Wii-Rich Coulter Chisel Plow is 
available in widths from 1 0 to 26 
feet. etther rig1d frame or folding 
wmg models. See your Wii-Rich 
dealer soon for details. 

33 O/ discount on · 
/0 12' & 16' in stock 

GLENWOOD FARM EQUIPMENT 

527-3155 SHORT LINE EXPERTS Glenwood, Ia. 

S111ce 1973 we have used several 
methods of determining "ho would 
receive cost -share funds . To date. "e 
have not come up wirh any solution that 
satisfies everyone. Perhaps we never 
\\ill. 

The rules for 1985 ha,·c just two 
change;: 

t . Sign up for the '85 year will be from 
Jan . 2 thru Feb . 28 . 

2 Drawing for sequence of funding 

"ill be the I st Tuesdav in March . 
All other rules remain the same. All 

applications must be signed by the 

landO\\Iler or be accompanied b) a 
Power of Anorney. 

If you have questions concermng 
roc,t-share. please . rome in and \isir 
"ith 1hc people" ho work for you 10 the 
Soil Conscn·a tion Office Wc 'n.· hl'n.· to 

help 

a good farm takes 
careful planning 

And careful attention to 
financial details. There's a lot 
to consider when planning 
your budget, including the 
unexpected problems that 
arise, like machinery break­
downs and inclement weather 
conditions. The need for im­
mediate cash could crop up at 

any time. We understand the 
problems of our farming com­
munity, and pay careful at ­
tention to your special needs. 

Let us work with you, to 
help you plan, and be on hand 
with the financial support you 
need ... when you need it! 
Drop in today for the facts. 

Malvern Trust & Savings Bank 
624-8686 
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RC&D helps you help yourself 
By Richard L. Boll i 
:OOidll\ator Golden H1tls AC&D 

RC.\: D'! This program is designed to 
help nm help yourself. It s priorities. set 
ln it:, Directors. arc oriented to'' ards 
tl;e de,·e!opment and conservat ion of 
the resources of this area. The peop le in 
Mill s County are quite aggressive at 
idcnti l\'ing and working towards con· 
>en mg and developing their resources. 

Among some of these is the project 
kno\\ n as the Tinkle Branch Critical 
Area Treatment measure. This project 
is to control gullies that are eating their 
""' up the side draws from Tink le 
Branch and carrying the sediment down 
throueh the Citv. This is an innovative 
pro1ect instead of building large dams in 
deep gullies a series of water and 
\ediment basins and associated terraced 

arc plan ned tha t wi ll s tairs tcp th e runoff 
"~Iter fro m the hi ll ~ down into the 
channel and allow it to slowly ru n away 
"ithout gaining the vi llosity that ca uses 
eros. ion. 

Anot her project is the l oess Hill s 
Prehis toric Heritage Society. They 
rcl·og nizcd a resource in the archaco· 
logical tindings. of the area. They have 
identified the need to preserve these 
and arc in the proces. of developing a 
plan to build an interpre tative center 
and museum where artifacts can be 
displayed and help educate the students 
and adults about the cult ures that lived 
here a long time ago. 

While this in itself is good. it docs 
provide the opportunity to increase the 
jobs in the area through direct 
employment and by attracting tourist 

into t he surrounding area. Thit, 
incrcnscs the demand for automotive 
o.,crviccs. restaurants. motels and other 
things that arc of interest to tourist~. 

The fact that it i> clo'e to a large 
popu lation area increases its value. 

The third thing is the lake in the 
Gle nwood Park. It had been eroding the 
• horclinc for many years and has 
endangered the large map le trees on the 
\horcline. The Park Board has asked for 
assistance through the RC&D program. 
i>Jans have been developed to rip rap 
the shore line to stabilize it. This will 
extend the life of the pond a nd the trees 
so that ma ny people can enjoy this tine 
asset of the community. 

The Southwest Iowa Hay Growers 
Association is another example of 
individuals grouping together to carry 

out a needed \crvicc in thc.arca. The} 
nrgani1.cd and arc conducting an 
educational program to inlorm 
them\clve' and lei low Iarmer\ on how to 
produce high quality hay that will be in 
demand on the market. They arc 
working 10 develop market' that will 
increase the price of the hay and make it 
competitive to row cropping. Thi' in 
it,clf i• going to help conserve the soil 
by reducing the acres of row crop in the 
area. 

The question of what is RC&D can be 
best answered by saying it b you. the 
local citizen that recognizes the need 
and is willing to step forward and take 
the initiative to lind out what can be 
done and be willing to put forth the 
effort necessary to do it. 

Soil conservation programs are offered through 4H 
Ga111111g ne" knowledge and learning 

nc" skills are two important goals of 
4H. 4H'ers accomplish these goals 
through their project work. Selecting a 
pro_tect that tits their interests can be a 
Iear111ng. creating. achieving and 
sati•hmg experience. 4H'ers set their 
goal>. do their own work !sometimes 
"nh the help of leaders. project leaders 
and parents). tini•h their work. and 
,hm' n to other>. Ideas are shared and 
projects shown to others in 'presen­
tation• or \\Orking exh1bits at local club 
mccttngs or county presentations 
<.:ontC~I~ 

Several of the 4H project areas give 
members a chance to explore soil 
conservation. The conservation project 

tresses the general conse r vation 
con epts involving man and our natural 
resources and provide:, an introduction 
to the principles involved in managing 
and using those resources. The forestry 
project provides several opportunities 
for learning about soil conservation. 
This project explores forest resources 
and can help develop an understanding 
of forest management. usc. and 
development. Unit I emphasizes basic 
knO\\ ledge of hO\\ trCC.!) work. how they 

PRAm[~ [IJI~R\lATIOH 

The land is our greatest provider. What we take 
from it, we must put back wi th care and cul t ivation, 
in order to keep it thriving . Our efforts in . con-

servat ion today, w ill enable us to 
reap the ri ch rewards 

of our abundant lands for generations to come. 

Mineola State Bank 
526-2131 
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reproduce. how to identify them. and 
"hy trees are important. Unit II 
emphasizes the total forest environ­
ment. how it works. how forests arc 
managed. and the dollar value of 
forests. The third unit that the 4H'er in 
this project may enroll in offers several 
advanced forestry options. One of those 
options includes managing the forest for 
water. wildlife. and forage which gives 
an introduction to forest management. 
Another option is urban forestry which 
helps the 4H'er realize that trees are 
important in towns and cities too and 
how they must be managed to be 

successful. There arc several other 
options such as forest creation. forestry 
careers. and making forestry pay. but 
the t\\'O mentioned earlier relate most 
closely to the concept of soil 
conservation. 

The Extension Service has infor­
mation on the Ding Darling project that 
can be used in the school svstems or 
purchased through the extension 
service . The 4H Ding Darling project is 
a series of 30 teaching plans (modules). 
I 0 each in the areas of soil. water. and 
'"ldlifc . It is mtended for teachers of 
o;;tudcnt s 111 grades S-8. 

Save fue( tlme, moisture 
an<. soU with a 

Max-Emerge conservation planter 
Here's a rugged planter you can reply on in most soil 
conditions, including stubble and many sod fields . 

Heavy-duty springs help transfer weight from the 7-inch 
frame to each planting unit to keep unit-mounted coulters tn 
the ground. Frame-mounted coulters and cast-iron firming 
wheels are available, too, for extra-tough conditions. 

Whether you no-till, low-till or conventionally till your 
ground , these 4-row (30 to 40-inch rows) , and 6- and 8-row 
narrow models can help you save fuel , time. mo1sture and 
soil. See us soon for details . a Mills County Equipment 

· · 1605 Main Malvern, Ia. 624-8665 

..... •' ~ ... ' ' ' 



Reduce heating bills and stop winter winds with an attractive 
windbreak from the gustbusting team from 

7eug 4 &eegeeen Vatteg ?Jue.Jeeg 

Digging with 44" Vermeer spade. 

Pu tt ing the burlap on. 

RR2, Box 94 

the gustbusting team. 

Locally Grown Nursery Stock 
Evergreens • Fruit Trees • Plants • Shrubs 

Landscaping & Yard Care Supplies ~ 

Vermeer Tree Spades-33" & 44" 

(712)527-4915 Glenwood,lowa W 
•.. , ·----"------------~-------------------~ 
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