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SIXTH A}irJUAL :tEPORT 

!EST FOTTA'?_:ATTAT'.IIE CODFTY SOIL _]J~SERVATION DISTlUG'l' 

Ia.-SCD. 39 

Council Bluffs , Iowa 

1:7e Commissioners , E. f . Farms , Jon Anderson and '~'in . C. Stroh"!.Jehn, 

of the 1rest flottawattamie County Soil Conservation District , Iowa , are 

subnutting our Sixth Annual Report of our acccmplislments and our plans 

and needs for tbe future . 

ORGANIZATION" 

This Jistrict was organized in Apri l, l9~L~ , and since that time the 

u.s. Soil Conserve.tton Service technicians assigned to the District have 

assisted 322 fa:r:ners 1•1i th the development of soi l and moisture conserva­

tion farm plans , which consists of 32 groups of farms , on which most of 

the application bas been established. It has been our policy since the 

District was organized to work with 6 roups of far,ilers on plannin6 and 

application . 

At tbe present time we have 11 groups , consisting of 1~9 farns , that 

--

·we are in the process of assisting with the development of soi l and "1.oisture 

conservation farm plans , and we anticipate more groups being organized dur­

inG the year . 

Our reguler Co;mni ssicners iDeetings are he l d on the last Fr iday of 

each month, and special meetings are called whenever needed . During 1949 

we have held 10 regular meetings and L special meetings , with a perfect 

att.,ndance at al rr.eetings . In fact , since April , l9LJ-.~, when the District 
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was ort;e.nized, v:e !::ave rad a perfect attendance at all meetings , which 

includes 86 consecutive meetinGs VIi thout an absence . 1."'e also attended 

1::·ork Group , State and Eational meetings , such as the rational meeting at 

Denver . 

Louis Fahrenkrug, Carson, Iowa, was selected as Assistant District 

Conmisdcner , as we feel it is advisable to have a representative from 

all areas in the Jistrict . 

FIELD 

···e have urged as many farmers an l business:::1en as possible to attend 

the field days at the ~·:estern Iowa Experb1ental Farm, Castana, the Clarinda 

Experiment Station, end our own Horticulture Experimental Farm at Council 

Bluffs , end we have had excellent response vii th the number attending . 

~re have also held a numher of terrace end waterVJay construction de;nonstra -

tions, which consisted chiefly of showing, farmers row to properly co11struct 

terraces and grass waterways . 

"'IELD TJU ALS 

This year , we establisbed SOLae seedings of gra-sses and legumes on the 

field trial basis, consistin6 of five acres of native grasses on Ida soils 

e.nd Alta Fescue seedinros in waterways . From our observation these seedings 

have a place in our District . In previous years we also made various field 

tdals on other grasses and legumes which assisted us in our program. Tre 

Scil Conservaticn Service and. Experimental Staticn have assisted us gree.tl y 

in these trials. Practicdly all far.T,ers in the District are now using 

adapted strains of bro~e grass and alfalfa in their seedinhs . 

CCH1'ESTS AND EX: IIHTS 

We ente1·ed the Or:J.aha ''orld Herald Soi 1 Conservation Contest and t:re 

Goodyear Scil Conservation Av;ards proe;ram . ~7e fee l that contests of this 

nature are very worthwhile and do a lot in promotinL soil and moisture 
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conservation in our District e.s well as in the State and Nation. 

In previous years our District has won both of the above contests . 

This year we sponsored a. ten acre corn yield contest and the Council 

Bluffs 1-lonpareil presented the winner of this contest i'Ji th a ,.,25 . 00 War Bond. 

The Counci 1 Blt:ffs Kiwanis Club had as their guests all the entrants 

in the Corn Yield Contest, e.s well as a number of other farmers in tbe 

District . 

We sponsored the LiE Conservation Awards Contest . Awards were presented 

to tl:e winning i.1R Club on their application of soil and moisture conserva.­

ti.on p ractices on LH Club members ' farms . 

't'e set up a. soil conservation exhibit ati:he Frontier Fair . 

JOB Ab"-EAD 

V"e feel that every farmer in our District should have a soil and 

moisture conservation plan on his farm as soon as possible , because that 

is the only sound app roach to soil and. moisture conservation . The u.s. 

Soil Conservation Service technicians assi gned to the District are working 

as rapidly as possible to get this job done , by assisting the farmers v.Jith 

their planning and e.pplication . Our application load for 1950, which 

cor!.sists chieflu of actual reouests on hand, comprises the follov1ing : 

Farm Ple.ns , 1L~9; Terraces , 26o miles; contouring, 8 , 200 acres ; grass 

waterways , 275, 000 lineal feet; permanent structures, 25 ; open drainage , 

240,000 lineal feet; field boundaries , 11,000 rods; and others . 

·rre also anticipate and are confident we 1'Vill receive a large number 

of ad1itional roouests for app lication. 

The total needs in our District are for a complete soil and moisture 

conservation farm plan on every fa1~,, and the app lication of all practices 

planned . Every farm plan is based on the capability of the soil to produce , 

therefore a suitable crop rotation is the .first rer:uirement . '!:e estimate 



,, ~ ~ 

-LJ-

the following practice needs; Conto.J.rin;:, 195 ,000 acres; waterways 1,500 

miles; terraces 85 ,000 a.crea; permanent structures 1,800, and others. 

FOLLG'I':- UP 

We have 1-'eld a number of follow-up '1loetings with all the cooperators 

and the follow-up load is becoming greater "'s the nwnber of f.,rm Plans 

increases. Dud ng the winter months vve plan to spend as much time e.s 

possible assisting old cooperators . 

FAR1.1li;R- COrSEf:'TATI Ol'!TST TRAETDJG SCHOOLS 

In the past years we sponsored farmer-conservationist training s chocls 

and we found them to be very v.rorthwhile and they assisted greatl y in our 

pro;ram . Tris year w~ invited four farmers from each Township, comprised 

of 60 farmers. This trainjng school lasted five full days. The farmers 

who attended this trai nin:::· school infor.!led us that they felt this training 

session better equipped them to go out in their co .. ~.,uni ties and assist thoir 

neigrbors in ioing a better job of' cor>trollint, erosion . 

COOPERATIOIJ 

In making this, O"vlr Sixth Annual Report , v;e , the Soil Conservation 

District Com':tissioners , feel that we are entitled to point w:i th prj de to 

tf1e acco:o.pli shments of the \'Jest F'ottawettainie Soi 1 Conservation "'!i strict . 

In compiling our totel eccom-altshments to date, we find that we have 322 

Farm Plans , co;-apri sin~:, more than 207: of the total acreage of the County, 

operating unrler a farm plan prepared by the farmers and assisted by Soil 

Conservation Service technicians and approved by the local Soil Conservation 

j strict Governinc:; Body . t"e find tl:at the ve.rious soil conservation 

practices as demor.strated on these fe.rms have spread to ati.jacent farms at 

an ever increasing rate, getting us substantially closer to our goal of a 

'"": 

soil an·i moisture conservatic•n plan , and the practices ~pproved thereunder, in 
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operation on ever;; fe.rm in the District . 

The job of being a Soil Conservation District Com.missioner continues 

to take :nore of our ti:ne as more responsibilities are ad,-Jed in carryin6 out 

tbe Soil Conservation program in the District . 

""e v:i sr· to take tri s opportunity to e specially co:nmenri the 53rd General 

Asser.1bl·r of Iowa for recognizing the responsibilitv of the State of Iowa 

in ,sivint:, financial support to the local Soil Conserve.tion Districts . We 

are sure tbat the rroney appropriated for tt.i s purpose v:ill not be r.1oney 

spent, but onl;~r a wise investment in the protection of the fut ure productivity 

6f Iowa ' s major tax base , its soi l. 

·1!e 1Nish, also , to e;ive special cor.1r.1endation to the Department of 

Public Instruction for furnishing the Iowa Elementary Teachers Handbook and 

provi :ling proper training for the tea.che rs so that they might be bette r 

eouipped to teach this ~reat science , soil conservation, in every school 

in the State . e note , also , that the local Supt . of School s , r . E. Barker, 

i.s _iving every assjstance to this program. -='he Nonpareil , in order to 

edphasize this new subject in the school curriculUL'l, is off'erinc. _t>rizes for 

the best notebook on soil conservation to the rural schools of the listrict . , 

Certainlv if we rre ~;oing to have a ~;ene ration of soil conserve.tionists in 

the futur e , we must start educating them tode.y . 

The Federal Government , State Government and Local Government , and the 

individual far.nors , all need to make airlitional contributions to soi l censer-

vation . 

We wish to take this oppcrtunity to express our appreciation to the 

Soil Conservation Service for furnishing the technical assistance they have 

made available; the State of Iowa for the assistance they have made available 

to the District in the form of mone:y forexpensee and technical assistance ; 
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The Extension Service for their assistance in the educational work of 

soil conservation, ano for the promotion of soil conservation in L,H Club 

activities; the P.1 . • A.-F. P: . A., and all other a.:.;encies and organizations; 

to tre Council Bluffs I;onpareil and the other papers and ~taLaziues for 

tr.eir fine publicity of soi l coPsorvation activities ; to tr-.e civic orE,ani -

ze.tions for their efforts in promoting soil conservaticn amon6 the urban 

groups ; to the local banks an.i busine s smen for their fine cooperation; to 

our cooperators for their fine work in conssrving their soi l and demonstrat-

ing to their neighbors that soi l conservation doesn ' t cost - it pays . 

~e trust that all of trese peopl e , and many more , wi l l he l p us make 

even more progress in 1950 . 

Signed : 

Date : 

~.F. Farms ~-Cnairman 
District Gover ning Body 

19~9 

(See Chart on following page - ttTotal Accomplishments in the Distr ictrt) 
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TOTAL 

Practice -----
Contour Intertil1ed crops 

Grassed Waterv:ays 

Terraces 

So:il Saving Dams 

Permanent Structures 

Interest or Group Meetings 

Plann:i.ng vii th Group ; eetings 

Farn P1e.ns ''.rj tten 

Reouests for farm plans on file 
and approved by Jistrict 

IN TEE DISTRICT - 1949 

Unit 

Acre 

-"i 1e s 

I.:i1es 

No . 

1-Jo . 

l~o . 

ro . 

Eo . 

19~9 

50,000 

21 

206 

30 

2 

16 

5 

60 

Comr .• issioners, but not planned No . 149 

To Date 

ld9 

710 

168 

15 

322 

..., 



• ., .; 

'"):)1.:. :.:-~l''H.~!·~ ... ~t-i..Ol1 Dis·:;/·i. C":.~ 

ANrn!.A:.- K·;.FCJ :-t'.' ,)F XJ.!LlC.A TTC1\X.. riC 'll VIl' IES 

DISTRICT t est P 0tt . Soil Cons. District Col.IDCil Bluffs, Iowa 
(Name) (SuperVlsor's Headquarters) (sta~ 

Period Jan. 1st , . 1949 to Dec• 31st, 19~9 

This i 
ACTIVITY 1 Perio-1 1 

To 
Date 

N~mber 9 4B 
Educational Meetings 

Att.encance 500 I 2,862 
-------------------------------~~~ t 

Nn:m'oer 5 ( 11 
Tours ' ! 

A.t+.endance I 250 506 I 

l 

NuMber ; 6 54 l -Demonstrations 
\ A tt~ n".":anc4' 90 1,328 - · .. 

1 Numbar ' 4 36 
Training School Meetings . 

Attend11nco 168 800 
.• •! 

Exhibits 
. 

~lumber 3 21 

Radio Talks Numbar 
,_ 

9 38 

News Articles ' Number 
I 

! 70 475 
' . .. .. t'' l.·· -: • . . I .-... 

I 

86 Commissioners Meetings Number ' 14 . 

' 
• I 
I 
I 

I 
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acreage approximate 291,9 35 

'9' 

The District includes all land in the townships of Minden ,York, 

Silver Creek and the twelve townships lying West of them, 

exclusive of incorporated cities and towns. 
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WEST POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 
SOIL CONSERVATION D~ISTRI CT 
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Prepared by the Cartographic Division, Soil Conservation Service, Region ill , Coo~~eroting with the District Governing Body. 
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