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Brown leads individuals dedicated to assisting farmers 
VlNTON- At the Benton County Soil 

Conservation Service office in VInton, 
being a member of the "office staff" 
means more than typing, filing and 
answering the phone. 

All the members of the staff, from the 
receptionist to the volunteer who works 
two months out of the year, have some 
knowledge of what farmers and others 
can do to preserve the soU 

The office is located m the southern 
part of Vinton, on Znd Avenue acroes 
the street from the Benton County 
Fairgrounds. The phone number <It's in 
the U.S. government listings in the 
phone book> is 47Z-Z16l. 

Heading the office staff is District 
Conservationist J im Brown, who has 
been with the Benton County Soil 
Conservation Service for 1 ~ years. His 
iob is to supervise and administer the 
SCS office, and to develop soil con­
servation plans for farmers and farm 
owners in Benton County. He also 
works closely with the district com­
missioners, who are elected. 

Brown and his wife, Gloria, have two 
children- Karrie, 4, and Joshua, 9 
months. 

If you call the SCS office, the person 
who will probably answer the phone is 
Connie Lange. 

In addition to performing secretarial 
and receptionist duties, and taking care 
of the county's soli conser vation 
records, Lange also serves as the ad­
ministrator of the Iowa State Cost 
Sharing Program for Benton County. 
This program gives Incentives to people 
who start using conservation practices, 

Connie 
Lange 

Loren 
Dickinson 

by helping to pay for such things as 
terraces, windbreaks, etc. 

Lange also serves as secretary to the 
elected board of commissioners of the 
SCS, and records the minutes of their 
monthly meetings. 

Lange has been employed at the 
Benton County SCS office for !~ yea!'S· 
Before that, she worked at the county 
Extension office. 

ln November, Lange will leave the 

In implementing Iowa 2000 

Benton County office to work Cor the 
Johnson County SCS in Iowa City. At 
Iowa City, she plans to attend classes in 
business, computers and art at the 
University of Iowa. 

She now lives In Brandon. Her 
children are Robin <Mrs Tom> Sutton 
of rural Rowley and Reid, who IS a 
senior at independence High School. 

Becky Clark and W. Robb Morrow do 
much of the design and cost-estimating 

Derek 
Merchant 

for permanent soil conservation 
measures which Benton County far­
mers may elect to begin. In addition, 
they must inspect conservation 
modifications, such as terraces and 
tiles, to be sure they do what they were 
designed to do. 

Morrow, who has worked for the 
Benton County SCS for seven years, is 
an employee of the federal government. 

Clark is employed by the state of 
Iowa Benton County was given per­
mission to have a slate-employed staff 
member in addition to the federal 
employee because of the severity of the 
soil depletion here, and because of the 
county's heavy dependence on 
agriculture for its economy, Morrow 
said. 

Both Morrow and Clark make 
frequent visits to farmers to try to 
convince them to begin conservation 
practices. They also speak at about four 
township meetings on conservation 
each year. 

Before coming to work for the SCS 
four years ago, Clark worked for Van 
Horne veterinarian Dr. Bruce Baxter, 
and before that, for Hansen Accounting 
ln Vinton. She has a two-year-old son, 
Joshua. 

Morrow worked previously for 
Hummel and Sons, a Vinton tiling 
company, starting there in about 1959 
or 1960. 

He and his wife, Alice, have five 
children and eight grandcbiJdren. The 
children are: Joyce Erickson of Vinton, 
Nancy Woolison of Vinton, David 
Morrow of Vinton, Kenneth Morrow of 

Cost-sharing gets healthy $2.9 million boost 
DES MOINES- An increase of $Z.9 

million in cost-sharing funds and 
legislative approval for 21 new slate 
conservation technicians make it 
possible to begin implementation of 
the Iowa Soil 2000 program on a 
statewide basis, according to James 
Gulliford, director of the Iowa 
Department of Soil Conservation. 

Under this cost-sharing program, 
state funds complement federal 
assistance offered through the 
Agriculture Conservation Program 
<ACP) and special targeting efforts or 
the U.S. Department or Agriculture to 
deal with areas of severe and critical 
erosion. 

This money is used to reimburse 
landowners for SO percent of the cost of 
installing permanent sotl conservation 

practices As a condition of receiving 
funds, they agree to maintain practices 
like terracing, grass waterways and 
sediment control basins for a period of 
20 years. 

The Iowa program is administered 
through the slate's 100 soil conservation 
districts . Five elected commissioners 
set priorities and approve project 
applications under state administrative 
rules and program guidelines. 

The stale-funded cost-share program 
has provided nearly $50 million for 
conservation since its beginning in 1973, 
Gulliford said. However, demand for 
assistance has always been nearly 
double that of funds available. During 
the ID-year history of the program, 
nearly 36,500 landowne.rs have applied 
for assistance, and 20,675 of those 
received cost-sbare assistance. 

Cargill924. 
We put more 
in, so you get more 
Yiald out For three yean runnmg, 

lniii I Cargill 924 has outytcldcd Pioneer 
brand 3541 and DeKalb XL55A m 
Carg1U Product Evalua110n Plots. 
Find oul whal 11 can do for you by 
secmg your CargiU dealer. 
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The Iowa Soli 2000 Program was 
established In 1980 to provide 
educational, Cinancial and technical 
assistance to landowners to reduce 
excessive soil erosion from all land 
within the state by the year 2 00. 

During the past year, two pilot areas­
- in the eastern Iowa districts or 
Dubuque, Jones and Winneskiek and 
the western Iowa districts of Cass, 
Page and East Poltawattamie -have 
intitiated Iowa Soil 2000 Program er­
forts. These pilot districts Identified 
areas of most concern and started 
distributing conservation folders that 

outline pertinent soil conservation 
mformation, available assistance and 
obligations under Iowa law to lt!nants 
and landowners. 

"Overall, pilot project feedback has 
been positive," Gulliford said. "Most 
landowners realize that the soil con­
sarva lion practices outlined in the 
folders would be beneficial." 

Based on this positive feedback and 
because of increased assistance, 
Gulliford said all 100 of Iowa's soil 
conservation districts will begin 
distributing conservation folders next 
year 

HAROLD CARR 
PHONE 476-7583 
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Tiling & Back Filling 

Vinton and Elaine Schirm of Garrison. 
Derek Merchant works part-time for 

the SCS as a conservation technician, 
and assists Morrow and Clark in their 
work. A 1982 graduate of Jesup High 
School, Merchant said he will probably 
remain with the SCS "until the ground 
freezes " Until then, he works about 24 
hours a week 

Morrow and Clark got their own 
educations on soil conservation from a 
variety of sources. 

The SCS may send them to training 
camps and semmars for general 
education and updates on methods for 
conservalton And, if they want to learn 
about a new method, an engineer from 
Des Moines can come to Vmton to teach 
them 

Morrow's previous work- he was 
employed by Hummel and Sons, a tiling 
company from about 1960 until he came 
to work for the SCS in 1976- is a source 
of background on conservation 

"It was easy for me to step into this 
job," he said. " I used to Install thlng.e, 
like drainage systems, that I recom· 
mend to farmers now " 

Loren Olc:ltlnson is using his ex­
pertise, gained from more than 12 years 
with the Army Corps of Engmeers, to 
adVISe the Benton County SCS on ways 
of protecting soil 

STAFF 

Continued on page 11 

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST- Jim Brown has served as tbe Ol~trlct Con­
servationist for the Benton County SoU Conservation Service for l 12 yn111 Ill~ job 
Includes supervising and administering the SCS, developing conservation plans 
and working with the elected commissioners. 

John Deere's Mulch Ttller 
has adjustable disk gangs for 
aggressive conservation tWage 

wrap your llelds In a moisture-absorbing 
soU-protecting mulch by using a John Deere 
I 7 I OA Mulch Tlller this tall. The I 7 I OA Is dU 
rerent !rom competitive machines it uses 
true disk blades that start the slicing and mLX­
Ing action You determine disk aggressive­
ness. set gang angle at 9 or 14 degrees Three 
bars ot chisels follow the disks and complete 
the soil-and-trash mixing action Expenence 
the dillerence with a John Deere Mulch Ttlle• 
See us tor a closer look at one 

a 
SPECIAL SALE PRICE 

PLUS 
10% REBATE 

From John Deere 
PLUS 

INTEREST WAVIER 
Till March 1 , 1984 

& D, INC. 
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In sharing responsibility 

Hannen Lake watershed proiect began with landowner 
watershed area was 75 percent, the who's taking into account anticipated 
eastern section is predominantly future cost tncreases He estimates the 
pasture land, requmng little con- 7,500 feet of needed water and sediment 
servat1on effort Overall, 37 percent of basins at four dollars per foot. ()ther 
the watershed IS pasture land, and 22 costs, such as for ponds, brought his 
percent is crop land, Hannen Park approximate cost total to about $165,000 

By DAVID STRABALA exceeded the $32,000 allocated. the 
Times Staff Writer project should be adequately funded 
BLAIRSTOWN- Farmers in the 600- next year, Brown said. Regardless of 

acre Hannen Lake watershed area the financ1al benefits of cost sharmg, he 
were soil conservation-minded, even sa1d, "Conservation had more to do 
before 75 percent cost sharing funds w1th 1t Cparticlpation> " 
became available to aid the esllmated Brown added, ·"Sometimes the 
$165,000 cost for remaming con· benefits don't have a monetary value, 1f 
servation measures needed there you raise more crops and sustain the 

J1m Brown, D1strict Conservationist bushels per acre. If you don 't do 
w1th the Soil Conservation Serv1ce in something, bushels per acre might 
Vinton, says there has been gery good drop," as farmers face a future of more 
landowner cooperation with the Hannen intensive farming to increase the food 
Lake Watershed Project, for which supply. 
state funds became available since the "The main idea behind the project is 
Iowa Conservation Commission chose it to keep silt out of the lake," whlle 
as a high priority lake early this year. aiming for improved farmability of the 

While Benton county regularly allows land, through reduced soil Joss, he said. 
50 percent cost sharmg on soil con· Russ Glime, Benton County Con­
servation measures , from terraces to servationist, said the lake, built in 1961, 
ponds, Brown said the increased was dredged in 1978, at a cost of$25,000. 
reimbursement rate for this project has He says Hannen Lake received high 
encouraged further participation. At an priority project selection among others 
SCS meeting last winter with area 10 the stale, based on Iowa State 
farmers, landowners were told funds Umversity research, the watershed, 
would be available for at least three amount of area, and proportion of 
years, if there was a high participation cropland and pasture. 
rate. Brown pointed out that although the 

Because the S40,000 spent this year landowner participation rate in the 

CORRUGATED METAL 
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CONTACT: 
DEL ROTH 

Soles Representative 
Marion, Iowa Ph. 319-377-5252 
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THE LEVINE CO., INC. 
4400 East 14th St., Des Moines, Ia. 50316 Ph. 515-262-5613 

The Future Of The Land 

CONSERVE SOIL-STOP EROSION! 

When you have a problem whethar it be soil erosion or soil build­
up and need consultation contact the Department of Agriculture 
representative for your area, he will be happy to assist you. The 
longer erosion Is left unchecked, the larger the problem 
becomes to return soil to productive condition. 

PROTECTING THE Former's property .. . Meons of 
production and profits ... is our job. It's a job that 
is constantly changing to meet the needs of 
progressive agriculture. 111 years of service to 
Benton County Formers. 

EDEN MUTUAL INS. 
ASSOCIATION 

908 W. 4th St. 

Wilson-Hite Ins., Inc , Vinton 
Bill Strong, Vinton 
Henry Von Eschen, Vinton 

Vinton Phone 472-2381 

Von Horne In$ Agency. Von Horne 
Pork-Drohn Agency, Inc., Belle Ploine 

lut1lns. Agency, Von Horne 
Bonkers Ins. Ag~ncv. Torno 

' AFFiliATED WITH GRINNEll MUTUAl REINSURANCE CO Gnnnell Iowa 

makes up 30 percent, and the remaining for the project 
11 percent of the 600 total acres consists Not taken into account are con­
of timber, roads and farmsteads, he servalion measures completed in years 
S81d past by farmers such as Ed Fry, Wayne 

As of the beginning of the year, the Rabe, and Henry Grunewald, Brown 
30 000 feet or needed terraces in the said. He said John Harder 's con­
ar~a have an estimated cost of three servation efforts will be mostly finished 
dollars per foot, according to Brown, this year, after recent work on about 35 

WATERSHED AREA- Hannen 
Lake, pictured <above> from the north, 
on Myron Schulze's land,lncludes a 6GI). 

acr e watershed area. At right, this 
northern terrace on bls property wiJJ ~ 
completed soon, but Schulze Slid 
another one down the hill , beyond the 
left or the picture to the south , wiJJ be 
built next year. On the other ead, 
farther north of the pictured terrace, be 
has plans for a pond, which would flnt 
need to be surveyed . 

The "self-loading scoop" machine, as 
Schulze calls It, descending the hlll ,b 
moving dlrt to build a "grass back•l* 
terrace." With this type of COl· 

structlon. the steep backslope isl't 
farmed , but provides for a natter arra 
on which to farm next to it. Also, ttls 
type requires less soil and cost than 
broadbase construction, but costs more 
than narrow base construction. 
Schulze said he plans to plant corn In 
this field next year, and to rotate crq~s 
in a corn-oats-grass-grass sequence. 
He said he thinks his crop yield nnt 
year may be only slightly lo11er 
because of the terrace construction this 
year. <Times photos by David 
Strabala) 

Plan Soil 
Conservation Today! 

YOUR SOIL WON'T LAST FOREVER ••• 

Over o period of years your land can be topped of its nutritional 
volue. It should be tested periodically and if necessary the 
deficiencies corrected. Check for erosion domoge ... lt will pay you 
money in the long run with o higher yielding crop. 

Start Conserving 
Now!! 

TERRA 
CHEMICALS 

INTERNATIONAL 
Hwy. 218 N. Vinton Ph. 472-2343 

.( 

acres 
One farmer who bought land in the 

watershed area almost the same time 
as the project start 1s Myron Schulze 
who says a lot of this land was overduF 
for terracing and tiling. Work will be 
complete on 50 acres of this land soon 
and " If funds are available, I'll do ii 
all"- the remaining 80 acres, he says. 

He calls the project cost sharing a 
"good deal," and said, " I like to 
cooperate with soil conservation." 

In comparison with other similar 
projects, Brown said, "Because it's 

such a small watershed, we' re gettl~ 
lot done ... It's easier to work with 
smaller <project> " He said Jarg, 
watershed projects sometimes hav. 
only a 20 percent participation rate. 

More overall participation is needed 
for conservationists to reach the goal of 
only five tons per acre per yea r of 
topsoil lost, the level a t which future 
productivity of soil can be maintained 
Cu.rrent average losses range between 
25 and 50 tons lost to erosion, according 
to Brown. 

1983 DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 

Stanley Geibn. Charrman Yonlon 
Paul Ancfenon Vkt Chaormon. Von1011 
Ramon Gonlner, Garrison 

AND ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 

Dennis Duello, Vinlon 
Oon Weichmon. Aikins 
Pauline Gravert. Shellsburg 
Don Knooclc , Keystone 
Duane Dostal, Dysart 
Bill Kerkmon, Aikins 
Elda Meye<, Garrison 

HUMMEL & SONS 
CONTRACTORS 

Vinton, Iowa 

SINCE 1957 
Assisting area farmers in conserving 

soil and increasing production 

Using modern Laser equipped 
conservation equipment. 

Let us help you design and 
install a complete conservation / 

program. / 

Phone 472-33 20 (SHOP) - 472-2107 (KYLE HUMM" / 
-r (I 

472-2473 (BRUCE EiU~KSON) 
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Good news, bad news associated with soU saving measures 

Staffers inform farmers of alternatives to practices 
By L YN HANSON 
Times Sta rr Writer 
VII\ION- There's good news and 

bad news about the soil erosion 
siluation in Benton County 

The bad news is, the county is losing 
an average of 13 tons of topsoil per acre 
per year which means an inch of soil 
i<; lost every 12 years 

The good news 1s, Benton County 
farmers are becoming more and more 
aware of the need to preserve the soil, 
and are taking steps to do so 

That 's what W Robb Morrow and 
Becky Clark say They both work for 
the Benton County Soil Conservation 
Service, and one of their jobs is to 
· sell ' ' farmers on soil conservation 

According to Morrow, the number of 
Benton County farmers who begin no­
till plowing grows by half again eac.h 
yea r And, he and Clark receive 
numerous requests each year for ad­
VIce on terraces, contour plow10g and 
conservation tillage. 

Morrow and Clark do almost iden­
tical work for the scs- designing 
conservation measures like terraces, 
estimating the cost, visiting farmers, 
conducting townstup meetings on soil 
conservation, analyzing soil loss on 
individual far ms 

Morrow, however is employed by the 
federal government, while Clark is 
employed by the state. The federal 
government permitted the hiring of 
Clark because of the seriousness of soil 
loss in Benton County, and because of 
the county's heavy dependence on 
agriculture for its economy. 

Both of them said their job consists of 
not only of answering questions from 
farmers who approach them, but also 

Becky 
Clark 

taking the initiative to visit farmers. 
"We stop and visit farmers, to let 

them know we're here, a nd what ser­
vices we offer," Clark said 

At one of these visits, Morrow or 
Clark might conduct an analysis to 
determine how much soil the farmer is 
losing. What usually follows IS a 
recommendation of conservation 
practices to curb the e rosion; which 
practices are recommended depend, of 
course, on the farmer 's individual 
situation. 

If a farmer dec1des to initiate a 
conservation practice, Morrow and 
Clark will design the conservallon 
device, estimate its cost and, when 1t is 
built, check on it to see that it is doing 
what 1t was designed to do. 

The results, both said, have been an 
incr eased use of conservation 
measures in the county 

Clark said contouring and minimum 
tillage have been the means most 
farmers have chosen to preserve their 
SOil. 

" Contouring doesn' t cost you 

Commissioner from Newhall 

Don Weichman has always been interested 
By BILL MARTIN 
Times Starr Writer 
NE~ Don Weichman says 

he's " always been interested in soil 
conservation," and that should be 
obvious to even the most casual of 
observers - now in his third s ix-year 
term as a Benton County soil com­
missioner, Weichman bas been prac­
ticing what he preaches for more than 
30 years . 

Weichman and his wtle Shirley live 
on their 300-acre family farm 31·2 miles 
northeast of Newhall, own anothe r 80 
acre:. in the county and rent 243 acres 
across the road from their home. That's 
plenty of soil . and Welchman is doing 
his best to keep it where It should be. 

" I contour a ll my fields, and we built 
a three acre pond on the family farm 
and built terraces that run off to the 
pond," Weichman said. 

That pond. stocked with bass, catfiSh 
and bluegills, was up to 17 feet deep at 
one time. The summer's hot weather 
and lack of moisture has left the pond 
with a maximum depth of 15 feet, and 
Weichman. who has two stock cow 
herds and plants corn and soybeans, 
sa1d. "The unfortunate thing is that I 
haven't had time to fish " 

The Weichman family farm was 
named a Century Farm in the late 
1970's. Weichman was born and raised 
there After two years of military 
serv1ce during the Korean Conflict, he 
returned home to become a full-time 
farmer m January, 1953 

A continued dedication to con­
servation led to a seal on the county soil 
conservation commission 

· ·t was mterested m sot! con­
servation," Weichman said, explaining 
why he sought election to the com­
miSSIOn " I've always been interested 
in i t and I s tarted practicing it in 1953 ... 

His responstbilities as a com­
missioner are just as varied as are the 
means of conservation 

" We have guidelines set out by the 
state soil conservation service and we 
ttj. to carry them out and 1mprove them 
10 our county," We1chman said " We 
have business meetings once a month 
and carry on demonstrations, such as 
no· llll , to encourage conservation 
work 

That encouragement has proven to be 
successful , as more Benton County 
fat mers have adopted different con­
servation projects, hke terracing, 
building wmdbreaks and contour ing 

'There have gotten to be more and 
more farmers in the county domg it, I 
think more in the last few years than 
ever. sa1d Weichman " I think when 
they see the1r ne1ghbors doing it , they 
can see how it's conserving the soil 
There 's no question they're savmg the 
so1l One farmer sort of sets an example 
for another " 

County fa rmers might be able to do 
more to help save their so1l , and Weich­
man said, " I think there are a lot more 
fields tha t could be contoured, to 
mtmm1ze the number of trips over a 
fi~ld as much as possible. I think 
contouring 1s good, and more and more 
farmers a re gomg til it ev~:ry year 

" No-till 1S growmg m popularity," 
Wc1chman sa 1d ·•The new t}pes of 
terraces t with tile mtakel have become 
common in the last few years , but it all 
depends on the ind1v1dual and the best 
purpOl>e.' 

The business and practice of farming 
haH chanRed over the pas t years, and 
one or tht> biggest or those changes has 
~ulted from the federa l government's 
Paymunt In Kind PIK program, 10 

, t 

HELPING TO CONSERVE- Don 
Weichman of rura l Newhall Is serving 
his third s ix-year term as a member of 
the Benton County soil commission, and 
has practiced conservation methods 
himself since 1953. The family dog, 
Pr ince, helps him Inspect one of those 
conservation efforts, a man-made three 
acre pond which takes runoff from the 
te rraces. 

which farmers left fields idle and 
rece1ved crops from Uncle Sam's 
surplus in return. 

Weichman participated in the P IK 
program and said he believed it 
achieved the goal it was intended 
to, reducing the amount or surplus 
grain in the United States and boosting 
prices for farm products - with a little 
help from the weather 

" It 1 P lK> achieved its purpose Of 
course, this year with the dry summer 
it curtailed production and spurted 
pnces. It served its purpose I guess but 
Mother Nature helped out, too." 

Among the more permanent or 
longer-lasting changes, Weichman 
said, " The biggest difference is, of 
course, is tha t no-till came mto the 
picture the last couple of years . And 
som e farmers have now gone to wider­
based terraces to eliminate somf' of the 
waterway The newer-style terraces 
can accommodate bigger machinery.'' 

We1chman also said there may be a 
different look on the farms in Benton 
County ove r the next decade, partly as 
a result of mcreased efforts to help 
conserve the soil. 

" I do feel there is more conservation 
taking place. I th1nk the younger 
generallon of farmers has seen the 
benefits of it and will practice it more," 
he sa1d " Unfortunately, we have bad 
rain storms once in a while, but they're 
a remmder to the farmer who gets 
them, to try to do as much as he can to 
keep the soil where 1l was originally 
put " 

SCHULTE & SEVIG 
DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS 

*BACKHOE WORK* 

*TILING* 

Lyle Schulte 
Ph. 396-1954 

*WATERWAYS* 

*LASER BEAM * 

Gordon Sevig 
Ph. 846-2205 

Tom Sippy 
Ph. 857-4577 

WE SELL CLAY & PLASTIC TILE 
Box 88 Walford, Iowa 52351 
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anything, and 10 most cases, 1l can cwt 
your soil losses in half " she said 

Farmers choose m10imum t1llage 
accord10g to Clark, because it requires 
little new machinery- usually, just a 
chisel plow instead of a moldboard­
and because min1mum tillage reqwres 
much less fuel than conventional 
plowing, because the farmer makes 
fewer passes over the f1eld . 

No-till is also growing in populanty, 
Morrow sa1d This is not only because 
leaving the stubble m the field saves 
soil. but also because it is so easy to 
do- "you just go through the held once, 
and you don't need any big machines 
and equ1pment " 

However, Morrow said , there are 
holdouts 10 the county, who are 
reluctant to try conservation practices 

Those who grow hybrid seed corn, for 
instance, often tell Morrow that 
straight rows are needed for 
polleoahon of the corn, malung it Im­
possible for them to plant their crops on 
the contour 

Toovercomeskeptic1sm, education IS 

needed, Morrow said 
" Marnly, we educate by show and 

tell " he said " We take farmers on . ' 
tours of farms where conservation 
measures are used, and invtte them 
back to see the results " 

Morrow said his awareness of the 
problem of soli loss was mtensified 
when he went to work for the SCS. " I 
think you really notice soil loss after 
you' ve been on this job awhile." 

According to Morrow, mathematical 
calculations show that, to maintain soil 
produchvity, no more than f1ve tons of 
soil per acre per year can be lOl>t And, 
because Iowa's topsoil , which was once 
an average of 16 inches thick, now 
averages only eight inches, he is con­
cerned 

So are Benton County farmers, he 
believes 

Though attendance varies at the 
township meet10gs he and Clark con­
duct about four times a year­
sometimes crowded, sometimes 
sparse- Morrow said he believes soil 
conservation is catch10g on in the 
county 

Farmers in the northern par t of the 
county- including mairily Jackson and 
Bruce townships, and the Garrison 
area- have been, on the whole, the 
m~t receptive to conservation 

· But it's hard to generalize," Morrow 
said " Because there are good con­
servationists and holdouts in every 
county " 

Robb 
Morrow 

Call us for your corrugated 
plastic tubing needs 

CONTACT: 
Office Phone 515-892-4354 

DAVIS LEASING CO. 
One of Iowa's Largest Leasing 
Companies of Farm Equipment 

*NO MONEY TO BORROW 
*BEAT THE HIGH COST OF INTEREST 
*YOU GET THE INVESTMENT CREDIT * 5 EQUAL PAYMENTS, 1 EACH YEAR AND 

YOU OWN THE EQUIPMENT 
*YOU CAN LEASE ANY NEW PIECE OF 

EQUIPMENT WE SELL 
KILL BROS. & BRENT GRAVITY BOXES 

KEWANEE AUGERS 8" & 1 0" ANY SIZE 
KEWANEE HYD. FOLD WING DISC 

WHITE TRACTORS 
NEW HOLLAND TR85 COMBINES 

NEW IDEA CORN PICKERS & COMBINES 
SKID LOADERS· NEW HOLLAND, BOBCAT 

& ERIC 
CHECK OUR LEASE PURCHASE PlAN 

REMEMBER NO ONE HAS A lOW 
COST LEASE PlAN. liKE WE HAVE 

AVAILABlE. 

DAVIS LEASING CO. 
A DIVISION OF DAVIS IMP. CO. PH . 472-4701 VINTON, IOWA 

23 YEARS OF LEASING EXPERIENCE 



Field mapping of soil survey 
to be completed in Iowa 

AMES- Field mapping for a 4G-year­
long modem soil survey program will 
soon be completed in Iowa, according to 
Gerald Miller, Iowa State University 
extension agronomist Although the 
surveys may be done soon, Miller sa1d 
the process of updatmg those surveys 
had just begun. 

the 19505, Miller said there was no need 
to interpret so1l properties for herbicide 
use and management Because of more 
intensive use of farm chem1cals, Iowa 
farmers now need access to 10· 
formation that rates soil in terms of 
herbicide sensihv1ty 
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TA .... ·<.HT- .., .... .I O "C.O , ,u;. .... o,.. By 1989 modem soil surveys are 
scheduled to be finished in '¥1 and 
pe.rhaps all of Iowa's 99 counties, Miller 
said Survey fieldwork has already 
been completed in three-fourths of the 
counties. Of those counties, 80 percent 
have published modern soil survey 
reports: published reports for the 
rem aining counties will be available 
within the next four years 

Other types of mformation land 
owners will need 10 the next five, 10 or 
25 years may not be included in the 
current county soil surveys In that 
case, soil scientists will have to go back 
10to '11 county to conduct the necessary 
10vestigations and collect new data, 
according to the specialist. 
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•COTT Identified as prime candidates for 

ongoing soil survey work are those 
counties where f1eldwork was con­
ducted during the 19505 and early 1960s. 
The existing sotl maps of these counties 
may be adequate, but new in­
terpretations and updates of exishng 
mformation are needed. In some 10-
stances , more fieldwork and limited 
resurveying may be required to ac­
complish th1s Miller said the new 
process will not be nearly as costly as 
the complete standard soil survey has 
been, however, add1t1onal funding from 
local, state and federal sources will 
have to be found. 

A 1 A l B A B A A A A A ,.__..., .. ,. l c 
Fieldwork for the modern soil survey 

probably will peak next year Because 
no new surveys are scheduled to begm 
after that, plans are being made to shlft 
staff of the Iowa Cooperative Soli 
Survey to provide more service support 
for existing soil surveys. 
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When the fieldwork is completed, 

Miller said, the soil survey process will 
not stop because exiSting soil survey 
information must be updated con­
tinually to keep resource materials 
accurate and reliable. 

A - Published modern soil survey report 

In addition to updating new in­
formation about Iowa's soil resources, 
Miller said the Iowa Cooperative Soil 
Survey must work to " repackage" that 
information in a form that will be most 
useful to land owners and users. For 
Instance, when the present round of 
modern county soil surveys began ln 

The cooperat10 agencies of Iowa 
Cooperative Soil Survey are the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service, the Iowa 
Department of Soil Conservation, the 
Iowa Agriculture and Home Economics 
ExperimentStat1on, and the Iowa State 
University Cooperative Extension 
Service. 

B - Fieldwork completed, modern soil survey report to be published 

c - Fieldwork in progress 

0 - Fieldwork scheduled to start in 1983 or 1984 

E - Published modern soil survey in need of major updating 
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SIDEWINDER 
SAVING SOIL AND MONEY 
Reduce soil erosion, prepare an 

ideal seedbed, get excellent 
herbicide incorporation ~nd 

plant ... with one trip through 
the field . 

In today' s economy, how much machinery 
can you afford to own, and how many 
trips across your fields can you afford 

to make? 
For the price, what other tillage machines 

do so much for so little? Check it out. 
Visit with a Sidewinder farmer, 
then visit with Frank or Ray at: 

-- D. & V. SIDEWINDER 
SALES, INC. --

EARTHMOVING- This picture or terrace work on land north and west or 
Hannen Lake, owned by Myron Scbul:r.e, shows a souther ly point of view, with 

the la.ke Just hidden at the far left ortbe horizon. This Is part or a so-acre section 
Schulze Is terracing this year . (Times pboto by David Strabala ) 

Sidewinder Formers for 19 Years 

Staf...._ __________ _ 
Continued from page 1 0 

He Is par t of the federal Volunteers in and general fieldwork. Currently, he and his wife, Els1e, live 
P rotecting Soil, or VIPS, program. He Dickinson is originally from Cedar on the farm near Shellsburg where 
usually works only in March and April Falls, but spent his childhood in various Elsie grew up. 
and is unpaid. ' Iowa towns, where his father was a They have four children- Earle of 

His work includes help with layouts superintendent of schools. Cedar Rapids , Steve of Cedar Rapids, 
and designs of coDSerVation measures, During his years m the Army Corps of Richard of Decatur, Ill and Marian of 
surveying, designing small structures Engmeers, be lived in Rock Island, Ill . Denver, Colo 
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I *FEED LOTS *SIDEWALKS I 
I * DRIVEWAYS *FOUNDATIONS I 

I McDOWELL I 
I READY MIX I 

910 W. 4th Phone 472-4701 Iowa 

TO GROW ON! 
If your plans include tiling, terracing, ditch work or other 
conservation practices talk with the people at the Vinton 
PCA office. 

PCA has a term loan that can enable you to do the work 
this fall and pay for the work over a period of up to seven 
years. 

Stop by today to talk with Pat, Dan 
or Rick on how PCA can assist you with 

your conservation and other 
farming needs . 

C~ction 
~ssoc1ation 

C~uction 
~ssooalion CENTRAL IOWA 

PRODUCTION CREDIT ASSOCIATION 
L 

Newhall - 223-5146 Vinton- 472-3184 J 
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