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PROORAM

MCMROE OCXJKTT SOIL CONSERVATION DXSTKICT

January 1963

X DISTRICT ORGANIZATION

The M&nroe County Soil Gongervaiion District was organized in
May 19» 1.9i^ under the Soil Cons enratjlon Oi^-briet X<aw of the
ItQ-fch, CQneral Assembly 1939* The following men were the first
Gommisaionerg $ E» G» Bawk, Chairman, Jaroes W» lposter and Sterling
B» Meirtin* Other farmers and landowners assisting with formation
of the District and preparing the Work PXan were C%]arle$ Greenlee^
Extension Director, H» C» Forres-ber, Soil Conservation Service,
Gerald Gay, farmer, Albert Benson, tsymTf H» G» Smith, farroer,
Ed Agans, landowner» Barl Rouse» fanaerji Henry CXarkt far»»r^
Pat Coady, famer, ^ohn l^naardt, faraer^ <?• Carl t?ohnsion, farmer,
MerriU Hunter, farmer, and H* Williams y farmer•

The Monroe County Soil ConservaUon District consists of all the
land iii Monroe Gofunty^ Iowa nol; incXuded lit the limi'bs of incorp-
orated towng and villages* The area is approxiiaately 27k»OQO
acres* There are 12 civil townships in the District which coaEyespoRd
with 12 legal Dlst.riotis,

II KINDS AND TTPES OF WNim

Awage farm size has gone from 180 aeyes in 19^0 to 210 acres
in 19$9.

Naaber of farms has decreased from 1U6 in 19^0 to Wh in 19^9
with the decline acceXerating 1she last few years,

All types of livestock are represented on Mbnroe County farms*
Xn I960 7Q% of farms had Mvestook* Milk cows^ chiokens^ and
grain fed cattle &re on the decline* Beef cow, calf herds and
hogs are on a slight increasei Hfsre farms are going io almost
complete grassland farming, psirtially due io age of SwasQrs and
the types of land farmed. This fits Conservation Needs in the
Mndley-Weller areas,



HI RURAL FARM POHJIATION

Rural farm population has decreased 26,!^ frcaa 1950 to I960* The
I960 Agricultural Census lists only 9^<$ persons employed in
Agriculture, a drop of k7»7% from 1950» this has an achrerge effect
on Conservation due to larger acreages fanned N. th bigger raachinary^
econoiaio pressures, and a feeling among -bfaes^ farmers that there is not
•time for practicing permanen'b Gonservation#

27»£>^ of fans operators work 100 or morQ days per year off the farm
with many holding fall time jobs in Indus !>ry« These are the smaller
farros. These .farmers have financial meana to do permaneni Conser-yation
work and tfail Situation is favorable to Ccnaervation, The problem
here is to get in contact with them*

Many farmers are in the older ag© braoke't, and 'fche next 10 to 12 years
will s@© Many changes in land ownorahips^

17 TOPOGRAPHT AND SOILS OP THE DXStRIGT

General topography is level ridge -bops of wying size^ upland
prairie and a high percentage of rolling to gteeply rolling land
with bottomlands along the creeks,

Lindley-WeUer soil association areas occupy 150,000 acres or
W of Disirici area. The UndXey slopes rang® from 5 to 2^X<
The Wellor, a loess soil, slopes ranges from 2 to 13%» Many
of the Waller areas in the 2 to $% slopes range are narrow ridge
•bops of leas then $ acres in size*

The UndIey-WeUer area has 92^100 acres with a yield potenU&l
in excess of c?0 bu. of oorn per acre in fields exeeedijag 5 acres
in size,

The Lindley-Weller area has 32,100 acres of »ediu% to hea<gy timber,

The Glin^on->Lindley soil association occupy 12ji000 acres or
l^% of the District area*

The Clinton^ a loess soil, slopes range from 2 to 9% with Xindley
laying below it on sleeper slopes^



%© Glinton»LjLndley area has 7368 aci*es with a yield potential
above 5?0 bu» per acre in fields exceeding S acres in sizo, It
also has 2^68 acres with mediua to heavy timber,

The Grundy-Haig soil association oecupies 88,900 acres or 32^
of the District area. The (^undy, a loess soil» slopes range
from 2 to 9%* the HaAg soil has slopes from 0 io 3% and has
a wetness hazard, Xt may be tiled*

The temdy-Satg area h&s 33,60li acres wi1»h a yield potential
of over ^0 bu» per acpe in fields exceeding 5 acres. 6^79
acres has medium to hoa'vy timber »

The Mahastea-T^alior soil association occupiQS 16,600 acres or 6%
of the Diacfcriot area*

The Mahaska^ ^ loesa soil, slope range fyom 2 ^o t^» Also in
•fehia soil association area is 0-fcley* a 3yoess soil, on 5 to 13^
slopes. Taintba?, a loess soil^ slope is 0 to 1% vi^h a. wetness
hazard* TMs xoil may be iiXed» 36$ ws^eQ has aedima to hea'yy
timber* Th® >iBtha8lca-T&intor area has ^$7 acres with a yield
potentia3. of over $o bn* per acre in ft^Xds exceeding 5 acres*

The Allui^ial soils occupy 12,000 acres !or h% of the District Area.
These aye bottNaland soils with a mtm@«s and ieyyerflow hasard*
660 acres fa&s aodiuia to heavy tiiffitoeri ^Iht^ A3?ea has 380!^ acres with
a yield potential above $0 bu* per acr^iaa f£e3jdM exceeding $ acres
in size, . ' ^';;':;:;:? ^;i

Th® Censua 8ata and GcKisQrvation Needs Itnform&tdlon show fhe Monroe
County Soil ConsQrvaiion District land^tige as 129»79^ acres of
Or<&pland^ 101^78 acres of Pasture^ 3iit€^ aeres of Woodland^
and 12»98^ acre^ of othor,

V GLimTOX.OGY INFORMATION

The article "Our Usual Wealher" in the October 19$8 issue of IOWA
FARM SCIgNGB quotes the avwage aimual rainfall 33 inches, average
annual cropping season rainfall 2k inches, and the average number
of freeze free days per year as 16^ •



VI CONSgmTOT NEEDS

"mjCB mOTXGES"

Ternicittg
Contouring
Diversion Terraces
Open Drainage
Tile Drainage
Farm Ponds
Drop Inlet Structures
Land Clearing
(Massed Waterways
Woodland Planting
Paature Improvwaen'fcs -*Amiual

mies
Aeres
m©s
Mles
I** y<i

No»
m.
Acr^s
Acres
Acres
Acres

Total
Cons*
Needs

26.^2
38993

225
171

2212920
2m
$05

$2368
2820
65Qh
€388

On Und
July 1,

1962

222
12170

77
21

nooooo
1013

56
1227

h3Q
22k

nhi

To B®
Done
by 197^

663
3119^

75

11*93
iSi

889
976

19627

W OTHSR PROBLEMS

The present -bax siructMrs -fcends to dis6ourage the use of beef cow
and calf herds on the land suited for pasture and this type of
enterprise • All farmers ore not tally Informed on current farm



WORK PUH

MOmOE COONT? SOIl CCNSERVATION DISTRICT

^anaary 1963

A, FtTBPOSE

The purpose of -bhis woa?Sc plan is to sei forth the Mg-fcricfs plan of
handling probXeas set forth in the IMsirict Prograan*

S* 0ISTRICT COOPERATORS

The District will encourage all farattrs (and groups) •who live within
the District to become cooper&iors of "fchQ District by agreeing to use
their land within its oapabillMes» and fereaiitig it accordtng -bo it.s
needs* The landowner^ or opsratoa^ will sign an agreement with the
District indioaUng his intent to ooopera'fce»

0, FARM PUNNING

W« believe that the best Conservation program for the land can be
achieved through a Conservation farm plan worked out by the farraar
and -beohntGi&n* The plan to be based upon a soil swwy and land
use trea-taaenia* Th8 Conserratiion practices to be applied are
recorded in the Conservation Fam Pl^n»

Assistance win be given to farmers and otheas*® acoording t;o px*iority
©ai-toblished by the Oistriet, First priority in planning nill be
given to gyoups of two or moye farBiers and to mtershed groups i
however^ aaaxstance -wilX be given to iiidiviclaal cooperat*ors»

D» TECmm AND OTHSR AS32BTANGE

The Monroe County Soil Conserraiion Sistrici has dskad ^e Xowa
State Extension Service for assia'banc® in condixcting ihe infonn&ticm
and educational vovk in th® District It nil! alao request technical
assisl-ahee from the Soil Gonserwfeion Servic®,



E, EDOCATICNAL INFORmTION

The Siattlct will keep people of the District in.formed of the
Conservation Needs and aecompXishmeaiis mde by the District througfa
news ste'les, tours, coniests^ assistance to schools, etc •

F» PLANT MATERIALS

Beoognizing that grasses> Ie game a, and woody plants have an impor'fcant
plao® in "fche Conserffation program of the Ms'feri.ct, w® vill cooperalie
with the Soil Conservation Servicei Icwa Sta-te University Sbcperiroent
Station or other groups in the field "bxlal planting and seed incrQastt
plots,

^ WATERSHEDS

The Sigtrici will acquaint residenta of the Sistirict id. th thQ
Watershed program and serva as sponsofs for any waierahed that may
be organized*

H» ASSISTANCE TO OTHERS

We recognize cmr responsibility in providing technieal assistance to the
fanaers cooperating in other Agrimxltural ^rogra»i8» The Distriet will
also provide t«chnical assistance t© owners or operators of non-
agricultural lynd -fchrough the regular Bis^rici Coop^ra^ors agreement*
Included in this grcmp would be schools, fair grounds, oasap sitea,
golf courses, etc*

The B&stric'fc will provide consultive serviee to groups eontrolllng non-
agrieultural lands. These groups would includ® eitiy and county govern-
reents, plaming comraissJLons, i?dustr3aX developnrents^ ©to»



HEVISIONS

This Program and Woyk Plan will be revised as necessary when con-
dltions warrant*

Mmos coom soii< GONSSKVATION DisTaicT
<-^

/> Chairnan, Monroe Gounly

Soil Conserwbion Ms-brio-b ConBoiasioaers

DATE
-7^

The signing of this Program and Wbrte Plan was wthoriaed by a
resolution of the Monro® County^ SoU O^n^eyiwfcion ComBdlssioners
adopted at a aeeting held on ^-^/ ^ / L? ^

y_ T/ —"^
Dati

QIOSSD /':,^^ /^M.^A^^z

Secretary
Mcmro® Ooimty Soil Conservation District
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•Eì+....>.`;.`cE-i\ -\, . :..',*t
£``,

+-
`'   -`¥.`8.\ .:..-¥¥-

`,,,£fF J
-::,..`i¢,.+-`.,'€-.,•-. ,T.?.xp --i.?

# aI-.....?=.i'

'J,,  I   .  , ,- a -£
•..::`   -. •\, -,,b -ffr -.1 r .

\,~  _  . `\
.P

~
\

®
;`   t.' \ `< `\ 1g`-.a

~

•       i=\`
'1< cr'a ®,

',_ -\
I ®

aiF3Z `)t`..
.,-ta

¥ R`-`.-.-

\        `..Ir`-

i _     -J        .Ofse

~            „
•11 +

J`L<

r-.-

I((„..I( :0 a; =
a i //I /I,.'

Z\ 1-`,
Ic>...,s2I              i?) (JO,

a.Lrty;
.1`     \`;

•-J'    , ai, I,H \.-

a       \ a T.c-~Z
:Ei>\:=95itj i-=\!`La`I r:e,:J`

s`, a .+
\®

I  '    .\   "a
```a3,, £ S

>0'i

•\,`.a •

\.\ /..i tl_/\
-''\

-TII\ / a =,

4^'\€`

I

`-`.\ \J     r- I, 0
8) ~.RE

r± -\
a

•``.\=..) J`\`a.-..t,-    g; \. =..-rJ `J •\\
a `o=,,i       ;-

ir=`*

t;++- / r a.-.-,g` :            J.`
--\+   aJ C=r11-,`

LL`

a\`

r,.+H?R-I ,.. ,`, . .* ® J
S I.+..``..:.._:i)J..

'0,•.I,.I-*<.-   i,

/I:r`

`i;;,-=-1'.F2

\ .,-,:`€:',`#f},„,..,i-..j

'8)

_ /€-: #`-r -.!ile-`+`,-

.      ..t.,

\o\ -\- ®1-
el`,

i..,.`',t,?.;.,

a
i!:.`\`-.

.-'
I,i>----

i`i., .'vi-``,`,I:*=

¢-S T*.,/ I-  ;   s±    /I,`\

)-- J=`-
I      £\.;-`-J.

:Ir
'\=\\\

.           `.}..'

i!=\IIZ

;  -.-E_,\

= f  .t5.   ng t.1!-,,,

•;' : i, .`! ``g3

= I
•^`..`\.;-`H

'/
\\

=` / '
-.   ,.-   . .  -

) ~\
./

®

•t+\ I.n,a1#`'`/ .\

\ \,., i+,, 1:Ia

•cl
1``,\=-,-

z\, \-
Ia \

•.,,         .
\. -y,--~.. .\   i.`..   . =    ,    i:\   ~ ~_../ a-\..  ;.:,' +6.`..` '~ ~ /

- \\s2 0=\=`< `   a    !\= \#  I
~

`S= Z-.' O A
'1

\.--.~\.   `\aJ- )3 #a5-tJI
a „`!e± S §-\

+.\8

\I •<.~\ «\! i \`
`-

-H\ \ J."\  '=...,

`...\
).

• ,.i.

''\.a,\/ `.¥\
.  a.! *    - S-..\

IJJZ,5i31 B''ffiE-.,iii..-.I--i'<.
\+i.-'11'

i=\ 'S~,Oco(- `'`0~£,j,<, I,1-:1``'..
8\,)\.,,.

.+

8         ...`I i`.\,. /

•+ _ -i-'-.'
.--

`        ",,¢ \(    } •.-I \ \. ``,.-.':.,_  -

.,.I   ke-` -.
I:i. ``

a
')a

S=-, -_`®
I-l\=r,,,., -

|JI
•-,-8).' / 8

" \ \          !!\       '=
.I-,

/           =`..

<r, _.,

..-`\ P, \
~•`` ~\ \

I \* ss..`.`.i          `       i. ->, - _. / JJ \ \
4-i.O',? :.

ch.

-    \  .,  ~

\8
=

i.<`` ?€

`-.,1®
A.',`' •ds- .

.  _  .` I\ =   -\ -,     a   /. ?:..';.S,.-..-.-if.-..,,.,.;:

.-

r`•~

``_r--,----=`-a•.,.."..T,...,i
g-)•...'_.'?-,. (. •.7 <

V'Ega:g;

i..-,.----=

NZ1-1                       ¥8!                do5%u.' N 14-i

SVO nl

IllZ.>0<0

NC1-J.AI-Nn00


