
Volume 2 

Issue 2 

Quad-District 
Conservation 

Newsletter Summer 
1997 

Research Farm the "hub" of the wheel" for many projects 
Lou Waite NRCS/AIS 

The Annstrong Research Farm 
near Lew1s IS but one of the many 
projeCts of the Wallace Foundation 
for Rural Research and 
DevelopmenL 

The Wallace Foundauon was 
established m 1989 to "improve the 
standard of living and quality of life 
for the people of southwest Iowa." 
The goal was for this to be done by 
accelerating agncultural research. 
education, technology transfer and 
rural development. Today the 
foundation membership numbers 
over 2.000 people. drawn from the 
nineteen counties of southwest 
Iowa. 

the Annstrong Research Farm 
The 400-acre farm m 

Pottawanam1e County actually 
serves as the hub of many 
foundauon proJects. Much of the 
land IS leased to Iowa State 
University's Agriculture and Home 
Economics Ex.penment Station. 
wh1ch uses 11 for a variety of 
research activities. 

In addition. row<rop and forage 
management studies at the farm 
focus on strip croppmg. msecllc1de 
and herbic1de trials, planung dates 
and populauons. and weed 
management. 

From 1ts mcepllon. the Wallace 
Foundation has helped develop and 
implement rural development 
programs designed to build 
economically and environmentally 
<;OOnd farms. It has encouraged 
farmers to strengthen existing 
enterprises and establish new ones. 

Similar studies are earned out at 
the foundation's Ncely-Kmyon 
Research Farm, a satellite of the 
larger Annstrong sue. There, in 
AdaU County. researchers have 
been worldng to show how 
altemallve varieties of soybeans can 
be grown and marlceted, and how 
dally heifers might be part of a 
rotational grazing system. 

Armstrong Research Farm personnel includes, left to right, Dennis Kent, Bernie 
Havlovic, Kim Jipson, Brian Buzzell, Andy Hitz, Bob Burcham 

Projects have included 
developing new models fcx 
livestock production and 
t:nCOurdging crop production 
sttateg.es which focus on adding 
~alue to agricultural commodiues. 
In other areas. the foundation has 
encouraged producers to d1versify 
farming systems 111 a manner 
consistent with local soil 
conditions, topography and weather 
patterns. It IS also a partner in a 
post-secondary education program 
that teaches new technology. 

So bow does the foundation 
gain all the knowledge imparted to 
landusers and livestock producers, 
one might ask. And in answer, one 
might say the foundation "practices 
what 1t preaches ... and teaches. 
An outstanding example of that is 

The most recent acquisition of 
the foundation has been the research 
farm formerly operated by the 
Walnut Grove Feed Company west 
of Allantic in Cass County. Plans 
are underway to establish a learning 
center and a new swine technology 
program, to be conducted 
collaboratively with Iowa Western 
College in Council Bluffs. 
Expected to be completed this fall 
the education center will provide 
classrooms for credit and non-credit 
courses. It will include factlities for 
two-way audio-visual 
communications on the Iowa 
Communications Network (ICN). 
The center will also offer graduate 
level education courses for residents 
of southwest Iowa. 

The specifte swme management 
classes will be conducted on the 

Swine Research and Demonstrauon 
Farm. an 185-sow modem farrow­
to-finish operation. This farm was 
gtven to the Wallace Foundation by 
Cargill. 

Dennis Kent 
Dennis Kent, Livest~k 

Supervisor for Swine Research, 
stated that results of a survey 
among SWine producers 1n the 19 
counties brought out some major 
concerns. In addressing those, the 
main emphasis of the research w1ll 
be experimenting with three types 
of gestation systems: 

1) Crated gestation system (in 
pla::e) 

2) Hoop buildings (domed). 
group housing with 30 per group, 
deep bedded with com stallcs. etc. 

3) Group housmg, no bedding. ----..,..--

D~rin~ Fi~ld Days held at the research farm on June 12, Doug Karlen ISU Soil 
Scaenhst, as shown demonstrating soil permeability. C. Acker photo 

Kent 5ald that some of the sows 
will be fam>wed out tn normal 
farrowing cr.ll.es. whlle others will 
be in free-stall fam>wing pens. 

All the pigs will go to a 
nwsery. with progress records kept 
at every stage of the1r development. 
Cooperating producers will be 
given the opportumty to purchase 
the pigs and keep them at their own 
facilities. They too will be required 
to keep records and follow certain 
requirements. 

"We will be lookmg for people 
wtth two types of swine facilties," 
Kent noted, "to take 150 to 300 
pigs and continue in the program. 
Our goal IS to produce 300 pigs 
every two weeks from the swine 
farm site. 

At the time of the interview, the 
farm site was being remodeled and 
new equtpment installed. A waste 
storage system will be constructed, 
and water qualuy well momtored. 
"We have a permit from DNR," 
Kent 5ald, "and are followmg all 
gUidelines. rules, regulations, etc. 
Actually, we are domg more than is 
required, SlllCe we are very 
conscious of environmental 
tmpacts." 

Gilts (the breed to be decided) 
will be purcha:;ed tn the fall, once 
the facility is ready for the1r 
occupancy. Funher articles will 
appear. as the program escalates. 

Dennis Kent has been at the 
research farm since 1993. He grew 
up on a farm in south central Iowa, 
and received a degree m Am mal 
Science from Iowa State 
Umversuy. Primarily. he managed 
hog farms in Nonh Carolina, 
Kansas. Missouri and for Auburn 
University in Alabama 

He and his wife Nancy live on a 
farm near Atlant1c. She is 
supervisor of Oakland Foods. Thetr 
son. Daniel, ts five. The Kents are 

members of Cass County Pork 
Producers, and both have served as 
officers of that organ1zation. They 
attend the Methodist Church in 
Atlantic. 

Dennis said that when he has 
the time he likes to play "pasture 
pool". explaining wJth a gnn that 
ho "doesn't play well enough to call 
11 golf." 

Further an1cles about 
Annstrong Farm and other Wallace 
Foundation proJects/farms wtll 
pertain to the cattle operallon, 
cropping systems and the learning 
center. 

Bernie Havlovic 

Bernard (Bernie) Havlovic, 
Armstrong Research Farm 
Operauons Manager. was raised on 
a farm near Brainard. 10 Buller 
County Nebraska and came to Jowa 
while in elementary school. Wlule 
worlong on his brother's farm, he 
became even more familiar with 

Continued on Page 2 

Greg Mathis, new DC 
(See story on page 3) 
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Research Farm carried in ptastic pipes above 
ground from a dam site pond. w1th 

Continued from Page 1 some upper areas utilizing well 
"what it takes" to follow that water. In the gateways, however. 
occupauoo .. He attended Iowa State the pipe is buned. The paddocks 
Universlly, receiving a degree in were frost seeded with a 
Fann Operauons, then spent a tw~ combination of legumes (alfalfa, 
year hitch in the U. S. Anny. trefoil, red clover) into existing 

He accepted a position as an fescuelbluesuass. 
Agronomy Technician for ISU, and... "Once the farm was established 
later became superintendent of a and laid out, • Berrue recalled, "an 
reseaiCh farm near Kanawha. He advisory committee was formed. 
was instrumental in establishing a Our responsibility was to try to 
research farm near Crawfordsville match field specifications at the 
and remained there until Iowa State university level and devise plans 
asked h1m to mitiate the Annstrong which would suit the local 
project four years ago. producers. An example would be 

At th~ onset. Bern1c sa1d he was Specialty soybeans. organ1cally 
mvolved with laying out the fann grown and sold to Japan for tofu, a 
mto different areas for different food product which IS in great 
types research. Determmmg soil demand m that country. 
types with assistance from ISU and "Then there is manure treatment 
I'RCS. he Uied to best allocate and plots where manure is applied 
SJ>CCific parts of the fann for to cropland We need to look at 
specific purpo~. according to manure as a resource. and utilize 11 
terr:un so1ltype and vanous other in the proper manner. That is where 
factors. research com~ m. 

Conducting feitlltty tests and "One area in future planning is 
consultmg yield statisucs of the the effect of arumal compaction -
basically Marshall soils of the anunals grazing on com stalks, for 
reg1on. Bernie designated which example - and what effect it has oo 
113Cts would be used for cropping the next year's crop. 1t is a 
and Lillage systems. forages, problem? lbis study will be done 
horticultural research. livestock and analyzed. 
production, etc. "Wltb land coming out of CRP, 

The fust year focused on pasiW'e we will have 10 dccennine bow eo 
renovatJons. utilizing the ISOIL CM'CCI fertility and PH when 
maps. Forty acres was divided into inteaecdinglepnes without 
8 paddocks, then into 16, with high tillage. We will have windbreak 
tensile wire on the outer perimeter demonstrations , . renovating one 
and poiUble inner fertcing. Water lS and planting a new one at the swine 

The decision to plant a new hybrid or variety of seed, 
let alone a different brand, is never an easy one. There 
are many things to consider. But when all IS sa1d and 
done, choosing what you plant is a business decision. 
We'd like to thank all of you who made the decision to 
plant DEKALB seed· this year. To our first-time 
customers. we're confident our products will meet or 
exceed your expectations. And to our long -time 
customers, we're glad you're planting DEKALB again 
this year. 

Douglas Burmeister, Hancock, 741·5451 
Brad Cleaveland, Oakland, 482-3668 

Frank Jones, Griswold, 778-4571 
Lincoln Cente r Farms, Walnut, 784-3462 

Milton & Robert Meyer, Hancock, 741-5528 
Donald Pattee, Avoca, 343-2376 

T im Barry , DSM, 456-2559 

farm. WeUs arc monitored for 
pesuc1des and reports go to DNR, 
which checks them monthly.These 
are JUSt a few of the plans bemg 
carried out or to be implemented in 
the future." 

Bernie srud that more and more 
networlcing is being done with 
other agencies; such as NRCS 
which helped with strip­
intercropping studies and low-cost 
waterway erosion control structures 
utilumg cattle panels. 

The fann has had many visitors 
and various tour groups. mcludmg 
FFA chapters, h1gh school vo-ag 
classes, members of the Extension 
Counctl, NRCS comm1ss1oners 
and many others. 

A modellS bemg developed 
where farmers of the area may 
benefit from the resull~ of the 
reseaiCh bemg earned ouL "The 
center is addrcssmg issues of rural 
development and education: 11 is 
not JUSt focused on agncultural 
research," Benue pomted OUL "The 
center will give the producers the 
opportunity to continue thelf 
education and keep up with 
progress. Their children will have 
fiber optics to make thlS possible 
as well. 

These Water Festival participants appear to be enjoying one or 
the activities of the day. See story on Page 11. 

"With completion of the new 
learning center, we will enter into 
the next phase - Interaction wtth 
extension specialists staffed at the 
sile. This. will open up new 
possibilities as to research. 
Specialists will be more 'hands-on' 
involved with day to day 
experiments at the fann and on the 
various sites. 

present to the general pubhc and 
producers. 

Then after rcnecung for a 
moment. Bem1c srud. "It's always 
exc11lng to see somethmg 
developed which benefits the land 
as well as those who take care of 11 
I'm privileged to be a part of iL • 

Bernie and his wife Maureen 
have three children: Matthew. a 
medic wuh the army in Korea; 
Sara, wbo graduated this year from 
Griswold high school and Andrew, 
a seventh grade student 

Maureen, an avid and profiCiertt 
gardener, volunteers her assistance 
with the horticultwal areas on the 
farm. Bernie is a member of the 
American Legion. The family 
attends Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church in Griswold. 

Bernie admitted there is little 
time for recreation or hobbies. but 
they enjoy ttavelmg whenever they 
can. 

Field Day 
by Michelle Zimmerman 

"This should produce better 
reseal ch as well as make the field 
specialists more expert at 
disseminating information and 
rclaymg or presenting 11 to the 
producers. The whole farm will 
become a classroom, With better 
faciltUes and a wider:;i::.:.--~Th~e~Eas=t~P~o~tta;w;a;t;tam~le;.;So~i~l ;& 

~LJlnstruction 
"Your soil conservation contractor" 

644-2492, Logan, lA 

RANDY PRYOR 
AUCTIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Phone# 

(712) 647-2712 

Water conservauon D1sUict 
sponsored one of the demonsttation 
sites at the Annstrong Research 
Farm Field Day on Thursday. June 
12. 

Darrell Stamp, SWCD 
Chauman, commented, • A five foot 
deep trench was dug so the public 
could observe the different soil 
horizons, earthworlc activity and 
soil structure." 

Dr. Douglas Karlin from the 
National Soil Tilth Laboratory in 
Ames was present to explain potnts 
on compaction and penneability. 
From the soil pit, Dr. Karlin 
aeated a learning environrnenL 
Discussion featured guidelines for 
good soil health. and mcludcd a 
question and artSwer period 
involving observers. 

Marlyn Von Wiehe. Vice 
Chairman of East PotL SWCD, 
srud he felt thai the .soil pu ~howcd 
a growing need for fut~ fruming 
techniques. He commented, "Good 
so1l health is an important 
component for successful fannmg 
and 11 is also 1mportant to see what 
IS happening under · 1e s1 il 
surface. 

The Field Day e~cnl'i began at 
3:30p.m. wllh ha)T.Ick tours of 
crop project~ such as ~oybeans and 
narrow row com. W1th sidelight~ 
mcludtnp wel!d management. 
manure applltdOon rates • .soil p1ts, 
no-till al falfa established into CRP. 
etc 

Following the evenmg meal 
served by the Cass County Perk 
Producers, a livestock tour was 
held. It also featured information on 
fiber, feediot mound treatment. 
economics of feedlot structures, 
pasture finishmg of steers. hoop 
structures for hogs, etc. 

Special presenlatlons were by 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, 
ISU Extension. Research Farm and 
NRCS personnel. 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto, 
Duane Mcfadden 

and Lonn Schlueter 

Ford • NewHolland 
Great Plains • Hlnlker, 

Klnze * Krause 
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The environment 
could use 

Von Weihe clones 

by Michelle Zimmerman 
Resource Planner 

lmagme yourself as a tounst in 
Paris. France. admiring all the 
impressionist an. East 
Pottawattamie comissioner, Marlyn 
Von Weihe and his wife Darlene 
were in Paris visiting their 
youngest son, Mark, earlier this 
year. Marie is an electrical engineer 
who does software integration for a 
consulting firm. Hls job had made 
him a world-traveler. 

Dan, the Von Weihe's oldest 
son. is a technology consultant and 
salesman dealing with law firms m 
western United States. 

Mathis promoted to 
District Conservationist 

Greg MathiS, formerly serving as Junior Hlgh School there. 
Soil Conscrvatiomst at the Oakland Francci1se IS Superv1sor of 
NRCS field office. was promoted Counselors for the Nebraska Job 
to District Conservationist m Serv1ce 1n Omaha. She 1s also in 
March of this year. MathiS accepted charge of Special Projects. 
the position following the Greg commented, "I keep busy 
l'eSignation and departure of Stan with my work and activiues with 
Buman, former D.C. my family. 1 am proud that our son 

Greg, a nauve of Shenandoah, is pledged to my old fraternity at 
attended Iowa State University, ISU. My second son is 'hooked' on 
then entered Volunteers 10 Service fislung, and has my 'help' when 
to Amenca (VISTA) in 1974. He available. And our daughter keep us 
was stationed with VISTA in busy attending soccer games and 
Miam1, Florida, where he band concerts. 
supervised the purchase of fruits "We usually travel in the 
and vegetables for a food summer. visitmg my w1fe's 
cooperative wluch provided relatives who are scattered all 
supplies to low-income families. around the country. Tlus year, 

In 1989, he accepted the position however, they are all coming to 
of County Resource Planner 10 Council Bluffs for a reunion. • 
Council Bluffs. Durmg h1s tenure Greg noted that as the new 

Marlyn and Darlene have been 
married for 32 years. Darlene ~the 
Guidance Counselor for Riverside 
North and South Elementary 
Schools. 

Marlyn and Darlene Von Weihe there. be qualified as a USDA Soil District Conservationist. one of his 
ConservatiorusL He later transferred goals for East Pottawattamie IS to 

Marlyn has been a 
comnussioner for four years. He 
feels that water quality will be the 
underlying concern for- many of our 
future conservation programs. SqjJ 
erosion m Pouawattatme County 
will still remam our mam thrust 
but still need to work on abandoned 
wells as it relates more directly to 
water quality. 

He says through educating 
everyone - rural and urban -
knowledge JS required 10 undenirand 
that EVERYTHJNG affects water 
quality. Educating the public on 
conservation techniques and 
practices is also a goal Marlyn sees 
the district worlcing towanls next 
year. Another goal he would like to 
see the district fulfill is getting 
nonconventional projects done with 
Local OptiOns Sales Tax (LOSl) 
funds. 

The laws that are associated 
with cost-share funds, on 
conservation practices need to be 
more "farmer friendly". The 
construction costs need to be 
eqwvalent to the value of the land 
it is protecting. For example, when 
trying to stabil ize a creek bank or 
tiling out a wet spot. is it cost­
effective? 

When asked about the future of 
terracing and no-tilling 10 East 
Pottawattamie, Marlyn responded 
with "Some farms have been 
completely terraced; sor-ne farms 
never will be terraced, and there are 
farms which still need to be 
tenaced." He cor-nmented that~ 
tilling wiU continue> but the 
biggest concern is the weed 
pressure. 

Marlyn farrows and sells feeder 
pigs. He farms 1600 acres with his 
brother, Doug. They no-till both 
com and soybeans. They plant their 
com in 30-inch rows and drill the 
soybeans. 

Some other organizations with 
which he is affiliated are the 
building committee for the Carson 
United Methodist Church; Grist 
Mill (an active participant in the 
iheater, raising funds for- the new 
roof and also remodeling); and he is 
v.ice president of the Southwest 
Iowa Farm Business Records 
Association. 

Marlyn is on the following 
committees for- the district: Annual 
Banquet; Newsletter; Trees; Soil 
and Water Stewardship Week; 
Scholarship; Computer 
lnformation{fechnology; No-till; 
EQIP core group. He has spoken to 
the legislators regarding Hungry 

Citizens State Bank 
EstabUshed in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checlrfng - Savings - Cert18cates - All types of 

_a_ (712) :S2-6431 Fii:ii6 
i.DDER --- -

to the East Pottawattamie NRCS increase opportunities for 
Canyons. field office in Oakland. farmer/producers to learn about soil 

His hobbies include fiShmg and The Mathis family moved to tilth. 
hunting. He enjoys all wildlife, Council Bluffs in November, 1996. "I hope to provide them the 
especially ducks. He also likes Greg S31d, "I've enjOyed becoming means to better understand 
remodeling and woodworking. and 'Iowegian' again, after 13 years compaction, permeability and 

As I mentioned at the beginning as a Nebraskan." general so1I health, to perhaps 
of the article, son Mark is a world Greg and hiS wife Francoise have enable them to become better 
traveler. I believe he inherits that · three children. Their eldest son is a dec1sion-makers," he said. 
from his father, because Marlyn and sopho~ore a~ IS~. pursuing a "I cenamly have enjoyed working 
Darlene are planning a trip to degree 10 engmee~ng. The second with everyone in the district 10 the 
Alaska in the near future. son WJll be a JUfllOr this fall at past, and look forward to 

I have enjoyed wortting with Lewis Central High School in continuing serving them to the best 
Marlyn and admire his dedication to ~uncil BI~s and their daughter of my ability. • 

promote soil and water stewanlship. •will-•be• an• Cllligiih•th•gilrad• e•r•a•t K• ern••••••••••••••• 
Tbe environment needs more 

people lilce Marlyn Von Weihe. 

McCARTHY 
TRENCHING 

JERRY McCARTHY 
1305 HWY 59 
AVOCA, lA 51521 

PHONE 

(712) 343-2786 

ON~PASS 
.. Unique cupped-tooth 

mcorporator wheels 
completely mix 
preplant-incorporated 
herb1c1de mto the soil 
in one pass 

.. Mechanically kills 
weeds and levels the 
seedbed in the same 
pass 

JOHN DEERE 
550 MULCH MASTER 

.. Maintains valuable 
surface residue 

.. Works most efficiently 
at productive 6- to 8112· 
mph speeds 

.. S1x s1zes from 12-feet 
8-inches to 32-feet 
6-mches 

STARTING AT $12,995 
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Warren Chambers has "never lived very far from Highway 6" 
"I hope someone keeps this going. I'd like to think what 
I have done will be carried on". 

... Warren Chambers 

by Lou Waite 

Warren Chambers 1s a third 
generation farmer who has followed 
the traditJon of his forefathers. 
Whtle still acuvely mvolved in a 
farm operation w1th three sons and 
other fam1ly members. he described 
his current dulles as betng more 
managenal. 

Of the 1050 acres mvolved in the 
family venture. 950 are planted tn a 
com-bean rotation, and the remamder 
IS 113yland. Included are 20 acres 
newly seeded to alfalfa this spring. 

All of the farms have terrac10g 
completed with the exception of 100 
acres recently purchased by son 
Ward. Warren wryly descnbcd 
terracmg a~ a "necessary evil". while 
adm1tting he docs apprectate the 
benefits provtded by the structures. 

He recalled that has uncle built 
some of the first terraces tn the 
county over 50 years ago. They were 
laid out by Richard Bullard of the 
Council Bluffs SCS off1ce (now 
NRCS). and constructed w1th a 2-16 
moldboard plow. "Can you belteve 
that". Warren a~ked. "and that they 
served thetr purpose for many 
years?". 

Warren and h1s Wife. Geraldme. 
lived on a number of farms. 
including that of Ius oncle. In 1973 

they moved to thctr present locauon 
tn Hardtn Townshtp 

"I've never ltved very far from 
Htghway 6." Warren satd wllh a 
chuckle. then noted that the current 
quaner-mtlc has been the greatest 
distance. "If I'm 10 a field of any of 
the farms and can't see Highway 6. 1 
know I am lost!" he qutpped. 

The three sons all hve on nearby 
farms. while also pursu10g 
professtonal careers. Ward. the 
eldest is a cardaologist. as is the 
youngest, James. Steven. the mtddJe 
sibling. is manager of an insurance 
agency for the Treynor bank. 

Greg Mathis. District 
Conservauonist at the Oakland field 
office. commented that thiS IS a 
class1c example of farmers who w1th 
today's economy must cam 

addiuonalmcome. Warren agreed 
with the concept in general, but said 
h1s sons hve on farms strnply 
because they prefer that kind of 
lifestyle. 

Ward. for example. also has a 
large livestock operauon. wath one 
of Warren's nephews employed at 
that stte. In fact. other than part­
lime help during planung or 
harve.~ung. all labor 1s a shared 
fam1ly effort. 

Greg commended the Chambers 
for their dedication to conservation. 

750 No-Till Drill 
Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 

• ~~ into Vlnually any 
condition wath mini· 
mal soil daslulbanct. 

• 'lie\\ "hve· hydrauhcs 
let you set opener 
down·pre$SUre an 
seconds. 

• Exctption~l accuracy 
and depth contrc!. 

• Adjustable, corrosion· 
le$lltant, 3-positton 
seed/!enahzer dtVlder. 

• 10·, IS·, and 20.1oot 
widths. Full48·anch 
clearance Gram or 
graantrenahm. Two­
unat hitch mtlable 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712-486-2441 800-373-3185 

. GOOD DEALS ••• AND A GOOD DEAL MORE • 

Greg Mathis and Warren Chambers 

then asked "In regard to comphance. chcm1cals arc bemg used today Too 
has there ever been any resentment man} young farmers are not usang 
toward be10g told what to do'1" the little extra lime 11 takes to 

Warren laughed, then replted. properly protect themselves. That's 
'Well. everyone complams about II why we have so many mstances of 
to some degree. But I have always younger farmers and others who 
felt that if you arc gomg to take handle chemacals bemg affl1cted with 
money from the government. then 11 cancer That's my opmion. of 
has the nght to tell you what you course, but stalistics will bear me 
have to do to get at. No one ltUJkts out " 
you sagn up for the program. but I 
know more and more are dropping 
out so they can do as they please." 

Greg good- naturedly remanded 
Warren of h1s first call at the farm 
"Warren wasn't very enthusiastic 
about my suggesllons," Greg said. 
"espec1ally about no-ull " 

With a gnn and shake of hts head. 
Warren srud, "I had a m1llion tlungs 
on my mind that day. But I have 
always felt a good conventional 
fanner is also a good no-tiller. You 
shouldn't have to be told how to do 
it. I am not anti-no-till ... I feel 
htgher residue is the way to go ... 
but I am anti-chemical. Too many 

When asked to predict the future. 
Warren satd he felt his 
grandchtldren's generation would 
probably have a shlctly com-bean 
cropp10g system, no livestock. and 
use a lot of chem1cals. He recalled 
reading an item which advocated 30" 
corn rows. or even 20". "They want 
to grow more on less land," he said. 
He noted that no one "walks" beans 
any more, and a lot of yoWlg 
fanners have monitors to take 
advantage of the Global PosttJOning 
System (GPS). "Computers are 
1mpacnng farming operations as 
well as every other area." he 

Mosquito Valley 
Ag Supply, Inc. 

{ cJo J Jack Stamp 
@ . 

Sales rep for 
PIONEER~ Pioneer products 

-..c>.........CU 

Perala Ofllee: 712-488-2014 
Shelby Ofllee: 712-544-2020 

PHI. 
INSURANCE 
SERVICES 

conlirmed. 
But alter musing lor a moment. 

he continued. 'This is a Century 
Farm. My dad grew up JUSt down 
the road. and all of us brothers and 
sisters except one live wt1h10 three 
or four miles of each other. 

"I hope some one (of his own 
descendants) keeps this gomg. They 
would be the fourth generation. and 
I'd like to see 1t k.ept in the family. 
I'd I ike to think: that what 1 have 
bled to do will be carried on and 
even inlproved upon." 

In addition to sons and their wiv~ 
the Chambers have I I grandchildren 
who have all been "exposed" to the 
famaly operatton at some tune or 
another. 

Warren IS a member of the Amber 
Masonic Lodge at Quick., the only 
rural lodge in the state of Iowa. 
Geraldine. a retired educator. IS a 
memberofEastcrn Star. and a 
longtime volunteer at Jennie 
Edmundson Hospital in Counc1l 
Bluffs. They auend ML Hope rural 
Methodist Church. and have served 
on vanous church boards and a~ 
Sunday School teachers. 

Mathis' f10al comment was: "As 
With most producers. there are more 
con~rvation pr.u:tices which can be 
apphed to the (Chambers) land. But 
Warren 1s a commendable example 
of the people who have made 
changes both m their operation and 
m thetr atutude however 
reluctantly." 

Residue levels 
by Greg Mathis, DC 

D1d you measure the residue 
levels in the fields this year> Dtd 
you record 11 10 your conservation 
plan flle'? Tho:;e figures can be used 
when or if you happen to be chosen 
for a status review. Your 
measurements are JUSt as reliable as 
those of an NRCS employee. Just 
make sure to write tllem down with 
a date. 

Residue levels are a btg factor in 
the soil loss calculations. Higher 
restdue levels calculate out to less 
erosion levels.That's what 
compliance IS all about! 

But taking that aside. higher 
rcsadue levels have some common­
sense benefits, too. Residue will. 
of course. break the lmpacl of a 
falling raindrop before it hits bare 
soil. This prevents the first stage of 
water erosion. Residue absorbs 
moisture. as well as st.opping or 

, slowing down those little trickles 
of water, preventing them from 
collecung into a cutting rill. 

Residue sbelters the ground 
from a hot, overhearing sun. It 
makes it difficult for weeds to 
grow. During a hard, damaging 
downpour, residue can collect in 

1111••••••••••••••••••••••~ . low spotS and act as micro rip-rap. 
causing fast-moving water to slow HUSZ 

CONSTRUCTION CO. 
44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD 

OAKLAND, IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph . 712-482-6852 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 712-484-3435 

down. 
Residue eventually brealcs down 

to become organic maJtet and plml 
food material in the topsoil. It does 
noc need to be Wlder the surface of 
the soil to decompose. The 
elements needed for decomposition 
are in the top inch of soil. 

Residue levels should be 
considered when dccidmg your 
tillage operation or whether or not 
you should no-till at all. 
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The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has replaced all federal 
conservation cost-share programs. County USDA centers will no longer 
receive a once-a-year allocation. 

EQIP is a voluntary cost-share conservation program designed to 
encourage and support conservauon of natural resources on pnvate 
lands. It provides producers w1th technical assistance, cost-share 
payments. incentive payments and education/information. 

A key element to EQ!P is that prionties have been established and 
producer applications will be ranked. This includes how well the 
conservauon work they plan to do will solve resource prionty problems 
at least cost to USDA. 

The 1997 funds are d•vtded between eight prionty area pools of 
money and a "statewide concerns" pool of funds. Applicauons compete 
among other applications from withm each priority pool. 

Iowa has been allocated a total of S4.85 milhon. which will be 
redistributed to eight priority areas and one area with three statewide 
resource conccms. Pottawattamie and Shelby counties are located in 
priority area 7: Harrison county •s in pnonty areas 6 and 7. Area 7 
includes parts of 21 counties m southwest Iowa, while area 6 
encompasses parts of northwest Iowa counue.~ Of the total amount. 
$662,000 will be allocated to thcc;e areas. 

The penod for apphcauon began on May 19. 1997. and continues 
through August 20. or until all funds arc allocated. EQIP applicants 
will be s1gning a 5 or 10 year contract based on approved conservauon 
plans. Each pnonty area has us own rJlllong system 

For e1tample. after May 20. applicants at any of the NRCS/FSA 
offices will sign a CCC 1200 . ..\n ~RCS techmc•an wJIJ then onsult 
with the applicant at h1s or her !arm and detemune needs and concerns 
which arc evident. NRCS will develop a rank1ng for the farm , based on 
practice.~ to be apphed by the applicant and the amount of mcentive 
payments. 

By the 20th of each mor.th. NRCS w1ll forward the applications to a 
conservauortist designated by the state office to serve each priority area. 
Producer applications will be ranked along with other applications m 
the priority area. not JUSt w1thm the county from wh1ch the applicauon 
came. A pomt system IS used, based on the preliminary plan and 
worksheet If the contract IS accepted. the producer will be eJ~pected to 
properly mstall and main tam the conservation practices approved m the 
plan within the ume frame indicated. 

NRCS offices and each applicant w1ll subsequently be noufied a~ to 
wluch appheations were selected to rece1ve incentive payments. 
Payments are made to the producer when the conservauon practices 
specified m the contract are sausfactorily established One of the 
approved practices must be installed during the fi!'St 12 months of the 
contracL 

Those not chu~n will be g•vcn the opponumty to n:v1ew and rev1..e 
thc1r application 1f they wish to carry out that option. The applicauon, 
whether or not 11 •s revised, w111 be re-evaluated with any new 
npphcations rece1ved during the nellt month. Evaluations w1ll take place 
the 20th of each month through August 20, or until funds are depleted. 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed ** Fsrtilizer 

Woodbine, IA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 

AX (712) 647-3020 

1-800-950-0163 

Following are details of the priority areas 6 and 7: 

Area 6- Northwest Iowa 

Primary Concerns. 
S01l Resources 

Soil erosion by water 
Water Resources 

Agrichemicalleachmg or runoff 
Animal waste disposal 

Secondary Concerns: 
Soil Resources 

Build-up of phosphorus levels 
Water Resources 

Accelerated sedimentation/deposition 
Stream bank and shoreline 

erosion/degrndallon 
Grazmg Lands 

Soil erosion 
InvasiOn of brush 
Invasion of nox1ous weeds 
Loss of plant d1vers11y 
Loss of ripanan vegetation 

Fish & Wildlife Hab1tat 
Loss or fragmentauon of nauve hab1tats 

Area 7 • }\:estero lo}\:a 

Primary Concern 

Soli Resources 
Soil :r lsJon by water 
Gully erosion 

Water Resources 
Agrichemicalleachmg and runoff 

Secondary Concems: 
Water Resources 

Accelerated sedunentatJon/deposition 
Stream bank and shoreline 

erosion/degradallon 
Ammal waste disposal 
Aoodmg 

Grazmg Lands 
Soil erosion 
Invasion of nOliJOUS weeds 
Invasion of brush 
Loss of plant diversity 
Loss of nparian vegetation 

Fish & Wildlife HabJtat 
Loss of forest or grass cover 
Loss or fragmentauon of nauve habitats 
Loss qf nparian areas 
Sedimentauon eutroplucauon of stream, 
nveror lake 

1997 EQIP funds will be focused on controlling soil erosion. 
improving water quality, 1mprov1ng grazmg lands and developing 
bener animal waste and nutnent management systems. 

Pracuces willmclude. but arc not Iimued to, grassed waterways. filter 
strips, manure management facilities. cappmg abandoned wells, 
terracing, mtegrated pest management, ag drainage wellhead protecllon 
and pasture management. 

Other pracoces mclude tree planllng, windbreaks, stnpcroppmg. 
conservation tillage:., wtldhfe hab1tat man:~gement and wetlands 
restoratiOn, enhancement or creation. 

Producers arc encouraged to stop at the1r county FSA or NRCS office 
to make application. and/or for further u\formation. 

by Michelle Zimmerman 

Let'a take a few minutes to 
envision what IS in your backyard. 
Do you see trees or shrubs, grass, 
maybe sqwrrels, a few buds. and 
how about any butterflies? How are 
all of these inter-related? These are 
connected by ecosystems. 

Ecosystems are the mteracung 
systems of a biological commumty 
and it~ non-living environment, and 
they also vary in si1e. Some 
examples include plants. an•mals and 
people. Ecosystems are made up of 
components Including wate 
sunlight miner'.! Is and consumers 

!ants and ammals). Each ecosystem 
1s affected by adJoinmg areas. What 
would the world be like without 
these ecosystems'? 

What JS stewardship? Stewardsh•p 
•s prescrvmg the natural resources 
which are found m the world. 
Stewards are caretakers and/or 
managers of the natural resources. 
"Backyard Stewardship" was the 
theme of the 1997 So•! and Water 
Stewardship Week, wluch was 
observed April 27 through May 4. 

What can each of us do in our own 
backyard. schoolyard or 
neighborhood to practice and 
promote positive stewardship'? 
Planting trees and/or shrubs sowing 
wildflowers and natJve grasses. 
buildmg brrdhouses and having bird 
baths available, mulchmg bare soJ!. 
composting, terracing the garden. 
mstalhng drip 1rrigauon, applying 
the correct amount of fertilizer and 
building a small pond for the benefit 
of wildlife. 

In my capacity as East 
PottawattamJe County Resource 
Planner. I visited multiple 
classrooms and promoted S01l and 
Water Conservation Week with a 
small presentation-and activity 
books • 

Remember. each one of us needs 
1 re rd ourselves by makmg the 

y,orJd n better place. 

Agri-Land Insurance Agency 

John Dalton 
Mick Ryan 
Ken Taylor 

Willard Fritz 

Automobile - Farmowners -
Packaged Plans Help You Save 
Farm - Hail .. Crop - Life - Health 

"Old Fashioned Pnces; Old Fashioned Service" 
Front Door Parking. 

2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646 



Page 6 Harrison SWCD 
715 North 2n d Ave., Logan, IA 5 1546-103. - Ph. 712-644-2210 FAX 712-644-324 7 

The plow changed history, 
but no longer has respect 
by Lou Waite 

A prommeot conservauomst once sa1d, "The pubhc has to set the 
needs and priorities. Then we can aU work together to come up w1th 
solutions to soil con..crvauon problems." 

But the b•ggest problem facing those early proponents of 
conserval!on was the fact that one person's priority is another 
person's unconcern. That hasn't changed. 

Accordmg to Don Muhm who wrote an early h1story of the 
movement. 11 was the plow wh1ch had a lot to do with drawmg 
puhlic attention to the new so• I and water conservation concern. In a 
way. Don s:ud. that had never been done before. 

ln retrospect however, wnhout the plow the concern would not 
have existed m the first place. Ne1ther would agriculture. as we know 
it today. Actually. the "an" of plowing was once sometlung of pride. 

"OldtL!llers" m the area may remember when hordes of thousand.\ 
flocked to the state and nauonal plowmg matches. to see who would 
become the "champ1on plowman 

Poliuetans hopmg for the farm vote and agncultural company 
reps, toutmg their products, provided ao added attrnction. Thousands 
of rural people and others came to the plowing matches.w•th the 
whole event talong on a carnival-like aL!llosphere. 

Extra color was added by the selecuon of a "Queen of the 
Furrow". usually an attracuvc farm lass chosen from among the 
district and regional wmners of the contest. The "Queen" presented 
the n'bbons and 1roph1es at ag events. and planted a chaste kiss on the 
chcel:s ol the wmners. It was heady stuff1 

Later these lasses were known as "Queens of Conservation", 
whtch just doesn't have the same "nng" to it! But the IItle was 
changed because that concept was becommg more popular. 

But back to the plow -- which is probably the most littmg 
symbol of farming or agriculture. No Llllplement destgned by man 
has been more endunng. But who invented n? 

Crude plows were used m ancient Egypt when the pyramids were 
new. Greek and Roman writers made reference to the plow. plowing, 
and tilling of the sotl 

rn the most famous book ever wnnen. old testament scribes 
mentioned the plow. which was really httle more than a forked stick 
pulled through the so• I by roan himself. Later. 11 was pulled by draft 
animals or slaves. but still was a crude and mefficient tool. 

ln the early 1600's, Dutch farmers and other Europeans devised the 
moldboard type of wooden plow. usually drawn by oxen. Htstory 
notes that this was the birth and/or breakthrough of what was to 
become the fann revolution. Thts was also the time when food 
production became a viable source. 

Centuries later, it was here m the heart of America that 
technolog•cal improvements set the stage for the orne when a food­
short nation was to become inundated by a mountain of food and 
gram. 

That achtevement came about because in mid·America. p1oneers 
had to cope with the tough, dense root masses of prairie sod. A new 
type of implement was developed, one which would peel back the 
prauie sod and reveal the ferule sotl underneath. 

That breakthrough was the inrroduction of the steel plow. the one 
smgle farm tool which can be credited with starting the food 
revolution. Tile steel moldboard plow des1gned by Deere. Ohver and 
others has lost populanty today. but for many years. it was the 
pnmary means of ulling the soil. 

The plowmg matches of yesteryear. wherem the goal was to have 
the most uniform. straight furrow, good clean plowmg cover and neat 
field ends (tum areas) changed thoughout. Contou.r plowmg was added 
after World War U. and the contest continued to grow m concept and 
scope. It became one of the most popular ag events of the year. 
Terrace bu1ldmg was later added. and conserva11on field days were 
combmed w1th the event. 

But as conserval!on tillage came mto the new age. n was harder 
and harder to convince pres1denoal candidates of the advantages of 
appearing 10 a cornfield. TV was busy covering other scenes. and 
farm lasses found the Queen of Conservation IItle to be no b1g deal 
It was tlllle for a good thing to end. 

Farm shows are Still popular in the area. with sophisucated. 
computerized mega-machmes and every sort of modem technology 
displayed. There are no Queens of the Furrow. no political speeches 
arc allowed. and the rare plowing demonstrations feature a chtsel plow 
pulled by the lateSt-In-technology tractors. Terrace butldmg is soli 
done. wnh huge "Cats" roanng and rumbhng as they shove the so• I 
mto shape. 

Somehow. the magic is gone. There are no crowds of onlookers 
movmg through the field. cheenng on the contestants. No friendly 
nvalry or gentle JOShmg am•dstthe throng. No acclaim for a simple. 
bas1c accomplishment by individuals who take pnde in what they do. 

The era ended w1th little or no fanfare. There are only a few 
mourners --old timers w1th pleasant memories of those bygone days. 
They will soon all be gone themselves. 

And then there wi ll be no one who remembers. 

Prnidntt Hury Trvm.u 1pol<e "' tlu N•tloMI Plol'filtt flttlt~/1 4114 Soli Co~ 
•rr<IUIDII Fit!ld D<~y, /kxtu, 19#8. 

Prui4tlft Eiu•lw>t·t!r spql<t! ill • simile:r f'lellt •t Colfer. 19$6. 

Story at left 

Will the real Sioux Bin 
please stand up? 
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certainly .. It has for years and years. 
Some Sioux biOs have been in service for almost 40 

years. Sioux bins are designed and buill to last .. and 
last. .. and last. 

And, not only do Sioux bins stand up for years, but they 
protect your grain too. Put your qrain in a Sioux bJO. It's like 
putting it •n a bank vautl When •t's well managed, it's pro­
tecteo and it':; safe. 

Look at every part of a Sioux bJO. From the heavy, 10 
gauge door frame to the rolled roof edge, every part of 

• every Sioux bin 1S built for 
last10g strength and absolute 

• gra10 protection. 
Take a look, and you'll see. 

Sioux b1ns are built to protect 
your grain for years .•. and . Jllii1 years .•• and years. 

6. 9 % simple interest, 
subject to change weekly 

Woodbine Farm Supply 
521 Walker Street 

Woodbine, lA 51579 

Remember when? 
by The Oldtimer 

every farm had cows which were 
milked mom111g and rit1rt, oome he­
or high water? 

the milk went into the hand­
aanked Delaval or McCormack­
Oeenng separators (and What a pam 
they were to wash}? 

Mom was in charge of the chl~n 
flock, and the lods gathered the 
eggs? 

the egg and cream check would 
pay for a week's grocenes wrth a 
little lett over for rare luxunes' 

water was bucketed from the 
hydrant outside the back door and 
heated on the old cookstove, then 
poured into a round, galvanized 
washtub for the Saturday mght 
baths? 

ne1ghbors formed crews Which 
went from farm to farm, helping 
everyone with threshing, silo-filling 
harvestmg, etc. 

the "hired man· was paid $30 
per month. plus a rxm to milk. a few 
chiCkens to lay eggs, and a hog or 
beef to butcher twice a year? 
. lads walked or rode pomes to 

country school, where the teacher 
taught all eight grades, also salVIng 
as jan1tor, nurse and surrogate 
parent? 
. horsepower was the four-footed 

kind harnessed and collared and 
l'jtched to the plow? 
. ·conservabon· was not a top1c 

discussed in the coffeeshops, and 
terracing a newfangled bunch of 
IOIS8nse? 

com was so cheap rt was burned 
for fuel? 

no one raJSed soybeans? 
there were fields of wild hay, 

groves of walnut and hazelnut trees. 
wild plums, raspberries, 
blackbemes. and bny, sweet 
strawbernes? 
. almost every hill farm had a deep 

gully or two, used as dumpsttes, even 
by city folk who drove out to add 
their share? 
, the only fertilizer was forked 

into a manure spreader from the 
cowbam or ctida!nlnJse and hauled 
out to be unloaded on the fieldS 

Farmers were respected? 

!it L" rB&J-rry 
.Jlttt>~n ±i1lJJ 

~D .Unit J!ISlT ~~ 
tm4~t~ 
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Hein's major focus is 
on pasture management 

"Be aware that the most money is made in the 
inventory changes in the herd." 

by Lou Waite, AIS 

Kenneth Hem of rural Dunlap. 
has been operating the family 
Centwy Farm smce 1973. In 
additiOn to the 195 acres 
belonging to his mother. Dorothy, 
he also farms 185 acres ofwh1ch 
he IS owner. 

AJJ the land, except 55 acres of 
pasture and a field of alfalfa, is 
used for a com/bean rotation. 
Necessary terracmg and other 
conservation measures have been 
earned out, following a trad.itJon 
begun by Kenneth's late father, 
Ralph. 

Kenneth's focus however, is on 
establishing an efficient and 
effective pasture management 
system. While the system was set 
up through assistance from Shawn 
Shouse of ISU Extension, and 
Gayland Hall of NRCS, Kermeth 
has done extensive reseaJ ch on his 
own.lie has a large library of 
textbooks pertaining to all phases 
of pasture management/rotational 
granng, and subscribes to a 
number of magazines exclusive to 
the subject. 

One magaztne he srud "every 
cattleman should read" 1s The 
Sroclcman's Grass Farmer, 
published in Jackson MasstSSspps, 
but covering the entire country. 
Kenneth each year anen<Js a 
~minar sponsored by the Acres 
U.S A wh1ch has been held 10 

Kansas City until this year when 
it wlll convene in St. Louis. 
Kenneth also lughly recommends 
Andre Voisin's book, Grass 
Productivuy. wh1ch he proclrumed 
the "best he has ever read." 

... Ken Hein 

caule/sheep ranch 10 Tasmanta, 
Australia. and s1tes in New 
Zealand. "It was very unpressive, 
to say the least." Kenneth 
emphasized. "My room·mate on 
the rour was a farmer from 
WISConsm. who r:uses peppermmt 
and spearmint organically. He has 
ch1ckens and sells the eggs, but he 
also grows com and soybeans. I 
tlunk we learned a lot from each 
other as well as from the trip." 

Kenneth said that when he was 
servmg with the Air Force in Viet 
Nam, be went to Australia for "R 
& R" (rest and recreation). "I 
stayed on a cattle ranch during 
R&R," he saKI.., "and had always 
wanted to return. I would like to 
go again. someday." 

"Kenny". as he is labeled by 
friends and family. usually 
maintains an average herd of 35 
cows and calves. This year, 
however, he bas 47 cows, most of 
which have had calves, and the rest 
due to produce offspring soon. 
Thus far, only four calves have 
not survived. 

Kenneth Hein maintains an average herd or 35 cows and calves. Tb'is year, however, be 
bad 47 cows, one of wbicb is shown on tbe far side or the berd bull. 

then added with a grin, "They eat 
too much!" 

The cows and calves are ear­
tagged, and records such as the 
calving date, birth weight, rate of 
gain, etc. are kept When "worked" 
in the fall (vaccinated, medicated. 
etc.) they are weighed by 
vetennarians. With that 
information, Kenny then can 
determtne the "adJUSted 205-day 
weight", considered by the 

said was an "excellent stand". "I 
think this was due to the fact that 
the cows were in the paddocks 
when the ground was moist. so 
they actually tramped the seed 
right into the ground!", Kenny 
said with a chuckle. 

"I tried seeding fescue into one 
paddock, but the cows find it less 
paJatible. They like it in the early 
spring when it is tender, but won't 
eat it later." He srud he has noticed 
more and more growth of Black 
Med1co Clover, a rtative prairie 
legume which the cattle will eat. 

Basin terraces usually hold 
enough water to supply the herd. 
but well water is available. A 
pumpJaCk, uui.Jzing gasoline 
engines, carries the water through 
plasuc p1pmg lrud above ground. 
One engine pumps the water mto 
a storage tank. and another engme 
powers a transfer pump wluch 
flows it up a hill to where 1t IS 

needed. 

will grow in standing water, in the 
basins of tbe tenaces, so that 
when the water is gone. the cattle 
will have tbe ~ to eat He will 
also carry out plans to change the 
breed of tbe cows &o one with a 
smaller frame. 

"If I were asked for advice, 
however, tbe first thing I would 
say is 'read the Voisin book. 
subscn'be to the Grass Farmer 
magazine, and attend every event 
having to do with pasture 
management that you possibly 
can.' " 

Then he added, "Be aware that 
most money is made m the 
mventory changes m the herd. Sell 
the cows when the price is high 
retain heifers when the price is 
low. and begm buildmg the herd 
back. Then sell agam when the 
price IS high. 

"A $1,000 cow at the top can 
be replaced by a $300 heifer at the 
bottom. You can't make a S700 
profit any other way. And the 

"Actually, John Tanush, an 
organic truck farmer from Carroll, 
frrst got me interested in this," 
Kenneth recalled. "Since then, I 
have read everything I could find, 
and traveled all over the midwest, 
viewing similar operat1ons. It has 
been very helpful to learn of other 
people's experiences, their research 
results, and what they have learned 
first hand. 

"Are you my Mamma?" 

"I need an electrically powered 
cyhnder pump," Kenny srud, "and 
may change to that in the future. 
Cows should only have to walk 
600 feet to water, and mme have 
to walk about 1200 feet, if they 
are on the far side of the pasture. I 
want to add to the pipeline 
system. and may have to change 
the location of the reservOir. The 
3500 gallon reservoir was 
formerly a molasses tank which I 
got from Co-op, but it works 
well. It is steel, so no Ltght gets 
into it, and thus no algae form s as 
11 would in a plasttc tank". 

years when you have msufficienr 
cows. due 10 whatever reason, buy 
stockers at the low prices. There's 
no way to compete with that 
logic!" 

Kenneth a"ended Iowa State. 
prior to his service with the Air 
Force. and attended courses at 
Central Missouri State College 
during his period with the 
military. After his diSCharge, he 
attended winter quarter farm 
operallon courses at ISU. Other information was gained 

"first-hand" by v1s1ting a large 

Woodbine 

The cows are a Simmental 
cross. bred to a Charolais bull. 
Vanous breeds of bulls have been 
used in the past, usually a "three­
way cross." But Kc:nny said he 
plans to irutiate a change, seeking 
to reduce the frame of the animals. 
"Simmentals are too big," he srud, 

Oil Company 

Top quality 
Fest, efficient 

fuel 
serulce 

Dwight & Marian Mills 
712-647-2217, Woodbine, 1 A 

industry as the average weaning 
date. Adjustments depend upon the 
age of the cow-- the younger 
cows get a larger adjustment to 
weight. the medium-age get zero. 
and the older cows get a smal I 
adjustment 

The calves are usually weaned 
in Sept.ember-October (or August, 
depending upon pasture 
conditions) and sh1pped to 
preconditioned sale barns m 
Deruson. Dunlap and Moorhead. 
Last year the calves weighed over 
800 pounds when sold in January 
and February. 

Record-keeping also deterrrunes 
wh1ch cows to sell and which 
calves should be retained as 
placement heifers, Kenneth noted. 

Kenneth's father practiced 
rotauonal grazing for many years, 
and his son has continued and 
expanded 11 for the past 20 years. 
The 55 acres of pasture was 
divided into 9 paddocks in 1996. 
and the largest will be subdivided 
this year. 

AlfaJfa was frost-seeded into 
estabhshed brome and orchard 
grass. resultJng in wbat Kenny 

Fencing is of barbed wrre, and 
the poly-wire cross-fencing is 
charged w1th a solar fencer. The 
cattle are rotated every five days to 
a week, depending on the stze of 
the paddock and the number of 
cattle 

"I have found that after five 
days. allowing the cattle 10 
conl.lnue gra11ng reduces the 
growth rate of the grass. It is not 
how mtens1ve the graztng wh.1ch 
is the prime factor, but allow1ng 
the pasture 10 rest," Kenny stated. 
"Last year, I rented another pasture 
and put up hay on my own. That 
way I will have the hay for 
supplemental feeding if I need it" 

Kenny S3Jd future plans are to 
make the needed changes tn the 
water system. subdivide the larger 
paddock and mterseed more alfalfa. 
He is seeding canary grass, which 

With all this plethora of 
mformation. Kenny still modestly 
claims thai he is "no expert". 

"I'm still learning." he said, 
"and there is much I want to do. I 
don't think you can ever have too 
much knowledge. whatever your 
field of tnlerest." 

Gay land Hall of NRCS 
commented, "Workmg wllh 
Kenny has been a learning 
expenence for me m seemg the 
results of the apphcations he has 
earned out. The research he has 
done and the knowledge he has 
gained through pracllcal experience 
IS certamly commendable. It is an 
excellent example of what is 
meant by efficient pasture 
management." 

' 
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Overgrown, untamed timber no asset 
Timber -- is it a wastelend or a valuable crop? Should it be managed, or just let 
go? Will some management now yield benefits or value in later years? 

This article tells how a Harrison County landowner improved an overgrown, 
untamed timber, with my assistance and incentive funding through the REAP 
program. 

by Brent Olson 
District/Area Forester 

Roben Romeo had 44 acres of 
timber in Sections 25 and 36 of St. 
John's Townsh1p which he wanted 
to improve for wildlife and future 
timber production of quality stems. 
His overall objeCtive wac; to 
properly manage Lite tract in order 
to achieve a combination of 
benefits. These mcluded wildlife 
habitat Improvement, wood 
production. watershed protection. 
species dlvemty and recreation. 

The umber contained typical 
western Iowa tree species. including 
Bmr Oak. Black Walnuc. 
Hackberry, Red Elm, American 
Elm, Mulberry. Kentucky Coffee 
and Locust. Also presenc were a lot 
of Lllomy spec1es, such ac; prickJy 
ac;h and rac;pberry. The latter growlh 
wac; due co past abuse of Lite umber 
by cauJe overgraz.ing, wh•ch 
happened prior co Romeo's 
ownersh•p Smce Lllen. Lite area had 
not been grazed for a number of 
years. allowmg Lite invasion of the 
Lllomy species 

EXJsLJng were numerous pockets 
of good quality. pole-Sil.ed walnuc. 
although they needed some 
auenuon. Bob and I walked the 
limber, allowing me co get an 1dea 
of what he wanted to accompliSh 
We d•scussecd some of the 
possib1hues for rcachmg his 

objective goals for Lite property. It 
wac; decided that in order to do Lllat. 
we would need to unplement a 
Crop Tree Releac;e System (CTRS) 
practice. This Lllinning practice 
would help aclueve an improved 
w1ldlife habitat and Lite best 
possible wood production. 

Crop Tn:e Release Managment 
System focuses on selecting and 
releac;ing trees Lilac will yield 
multiple landowner benefits. It can 
also be used to accomplish a single 
objective, however. This versatile 
system can be applied to both 
commercially operable and pre­
commencal stands. It wac; carefully 
designed and researched to help 
landowners achieve stewardship 
goals for thelf land 

Trees are chosen wh1ch best 
meet Lllose requirements. Thb often 
forces some "tough" deciSions in 
deciding wh1ch trees to gudle. 
G lfdling IS a process which cakes 
place after crop trees are marked and 
requlfes a "hack and frill" approach 
usmg a hacchet. A chem•cal is then 
sprayed mto Lite cuts around Lite 
seem of Lite tree, to kill it. A half­
mch-deep chain saw cue can also be 
made around Lite tree, then Lite 
chenucal apphed. Which melhod IS 
used depends upon the si1.C and type 
of tree mvolved. The resulung dead. 
standing trees w1ll make exceUenc 
w1ldlife dens for blfds, small 
mammals. ere. 

In Romeo's case. once Lite 
cnteria wac; developed for selection 
of Lite crop trees, the practice of 
crown-touching release was applied, 
to free those trees from competing 
ones. The landowner, being a very 
busy individual, decided to have a 
contractor complete LitiS wk. The 
conttaccor and I worked close! y 
together, to make certain Lite 
procedures were properly earned 
out. Once released. the crop trees 
will respond with accelerated 
growlh and seed production. These 
benefits will help achieve Romeo's 
objectives. 

While you can improve the 
heal til, quallly and overall VJgor of 
a tree stand by removing the poor 
qual1ty spec1es, ic is 1mponanc co 
balance tJus pracuce with wild11fe 
and recreational objectives. 

Many or Lite eXJSung walnuc and 
oak trees in the Romeo timber are 
approaching harvesc size. There are, 
however, many pole-sJzed walnuts 
and oaks commg up m the mid­
range. wh1ch need co be released. 

Some areas wbtcb have only poor 
qual1ty species can be underplanted 
wilh high-quality trees. 

Prurung (removal of the lower 
branches on quality pocential 
timber stems) can be done on Lite 
largerdiamecer walnuts and oaks, 
but most of the branches are coo 
large for corrective pruning. The 
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Scholarship winner 
by Konda Slagle, Sec. 

The Harrison Soil and Water 
Conservation District selected 
Michelle Lynn Lemke of Dow City 
ac; candidate for the annual 
IASWCDC Auxiliary scholarship. 

Each year Lite Iowa Soil and 
Water Conservation Commissioner's 
Auxiliary awards scholarships to 
three h1gh school seniors chosen 
from applicants across Lite state. The 
scholarships are to be used toward 
obtaining a college degree in any 
field having to do wilh agriculture or 
natural resources. 

Candidates are considered for their 
outstanding scholastic achievements, 
leadership abilities, community 
mvolvement and finaocial need. 
WUUJerS at the district level advance 
to regional competition. and state 
recipients are selected from the 
regional winners. 

Michelle is Lite daughter of Larry 
and Marge Lemke. Her falher is 
pastor of Lite Belhlehem Lutheran 
ChW'Ch m Dow City, and her 
molher IS a member of Lite staff at 
Crawford County Memorial 
Hospllalm Denison. 

Michelle lists her hobbies ac; 
swimming, music, reading, sports 
and working wilh computers. She 
collects post cards and cwo-dollar 

trees wtlh smaller diameter boles 
can be pruned more successfully. 

We did nor find much of 
anythmg of quality to be COfiSidered 
for regeneration, so ac; co provide 
wildlife habital or timber 
production in Lite future. CTRS 
will, however. 1mprove Lite 
regeneration and increase yields of 
acorns, walnuts. etc .. 10 thts 
woodland and make 11 a very cliverse 
and heal Lily forcsc area. 

No caule w•ll graze cite timber. 
canle cause many problems and 
benefic very hnle from grazing 10 

umbered areas. 
Bob and I also discussed dou"~g 

some underplanung of Black 
Walnuc, Red Oak and Burr Oak 
secdlmgs m open areas of Lite 

bills. She has been very involved u 1 
many school activities having to do 
wilh music, sports, speech, drama 
and lhe Foreign Language Club. She 
has been equally active in chW'Ch an< 
community affairs. and as a bospilal 1 

volunteer. She has worked as a 

waitress and lifeguard. I 
She noted in her application: 

"My special interest is horses. but I 
have never been able to have one 
smce we have always lived m 
town." Perhaps her future plw will 
include fulfilling lhat longtime 

wish. I Paul de Neui, science teacher at 
Boyer Valley School in Dunlap 
where Michelle has been a student, 
said: "In every course of mme she 
hac; taken during Lite lac;t five years, 
she hac; made a very positive 
contn'bution. She possesses a 
special quality which makes ber 
admired as a student and a person. 
She has a very strong worlc e1hic, 
coupled wilh an extreme amount of 
dedication and devotion. Whatever 
goals she has set for herself Lllere •s 

1 
no doubt in my mind Lilac she will t 
maximize all of her abilties io c 
attaining Litem." 1 

Michelle plans to attend 
Simpson College, where she will 1 
study enviroomenlal engineering. i 

umber. Very little regeneranoo was 
anticipated for those spots. 

Managing trees for wtldlife and 
umbet producuon as well as the 
aesthetic impact, 1mproved 
watershed protection and oLiler 
benefits. IS like growmg com and 
beans wich longer rotations. 

Romeo applied for and was 
approved to rece1ve REAP cosc- VI 
share funds co carry our his Timber 
Stand Improvement projecc (TSI). ~ 

75 percent REAP cosc-share fJ:i 
funds will again be avallable in R 
August of this year. These funds to 
are allocaced on a flfSI-come, first- I pa 
served basis. Those inceresced may so. 
make application ac any Natural 
Resources Conservation Service w 
office. Rd 
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Dust Bowl of the 30's may have spawned conservation movement 
In the beginning . .. 

Don Muhm. m h1s book Iowa 
Soil Conservation- 1939-1979 
noted that credit for the stan of the 
soil conservation movement can be 
placed on many things and on 
many people. Some would credu 
the beginning of the conservation 
movement to the penod that 
spawned the dust bowl days of the 
early 1930's. Hot. moistureless 
wmds swelled on the drought· 
choked plains and whtrled dust mto 
mile h1gh clouds which began to 
blot out the sun. Reports were that 
fine, red dust from Oklahoma rode 
the winds across the eastern half of 
the Umted States and left a fine, 
gntty, dJSturbing film on t.he white 
steps of the nation's capitol in 
Washmgton D.C. 

It was the "dust bowl" · a 
graphic, unseuhng illustrauon of 
bow soil can erode and force people 
off the land - which perbaps was 
the spark that ignited the 
conservation movement. Muhm 
commented, "Perhaps it was ... 
perhaps it wasn't!" 

It is agreed, however, that one 
man, an early leader who eventually 
became a giant of soil 
CotiServation. was almost solely 
responsible for starting the 
movement wh1ch has smce been a 
pan of rural life m every Iowa 
county. Th;ll man was Dr. Hugh 
llarnmond Bennett. a North 
Carolinian who was the fli'St ch1ef 
of the U.S. Soil Conservation 
SeMce. For three decades he 
sounded the alarm and warned of 
what was happenmg to the nation's 
valuable soil resources. 

The real thrust to do something 
about the si tuation. however. came 
from President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in 1937. In a letter sent 
to all state governors. FDR said. in 
pan. "A nation which destroys its 
SOil, destroys 1tselr. Thts thought 
was often echoed by Henry A. 
Wallace, Iowa native and 
Roosevelt's Secretary of 
:"griculture. The rest, as they say, 
IS htstory. 

From the outset of federal 
involvement m soil and water 
conservation, however, national 
leaders recognized IJ1at something 
was missmg; more · ana more 
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formal · local involvement and 
support. The 1935 law that created 
the Soil Conservation Service 
foresaw this need and authorized the 
~ew agency "to cooperate and enter 
mto agreements with. or to furnish 
financial or other aid to, any 
agency, governmental or 
otherwtse." 

the fli'St board of commissioners 
Others were Lester Coons of 
Carson and W. W. Weise of Avoca. 

Other long-term commissioners 
have been Cliff Stille of 
Macedonia, commissioner from 
1968 through 1987, and associate 
from 1988 until the present., and 
Ervin J. J. Koos of Shelby, 
commissioner from 1959lhrough 
1983, and associate from 1984 
until 1995. 

Koos was active in leadetsh1p 
roles at state, regional and national 
levels. He held several offices in 
the Iowa Association of 

Usmg th1s authonty, USDA 
officials drafted a Standard State 
So1l Conservauon D1strlcts Jaw 
which Roosevelt included in his' 
lener to the governors m 1937. The 
president urged the states to pass 
laws based on this model, staling 
that "to supplement the federal 
programs. and safeguard thetr 
results, state legiSlation is needed." 
In this new twist on federal1sm, 
USDA could sign a memorandum 
of understanding directly with the 
local conservatio~ d1slricts thus 
created. Later that year, the North 
Carolina State Conservation 
Committee was formed as the 
nation's fli'St, in Benncu's home 
county. 

The first _Harrison District Commissioners were Harry 
Acrea, Lou1s Culver and Joe Wear, shown in the above 
photo. These men and others like them were 
~~t,ru1 '?ental in giving the soil conservation movemen~e[~ 
1n1t18 1mpetus. 

Dislrict Commissioners, includmg 
state JRSidency, and was north 
central regional NACD director for 
many years. Locally, Koos helped 
with the organization of the 
Macedonia Waltished, B«rJay 
Waaershed and Treynor Rcaich 
Watershed. He was saase chairman 
of the land J,nSCt'V3Iioo commiuee 
for Iowa, and was named an Iowa 
Master Farmer. He received many 
honors in reoognition of 
conservation w<R. In fewer than 100 years of 

farming, one-th1rd of Iowa's topsoil 
bad been losL That was the main 
message in a report to Iowa 
Governor Wilson in 1939. It 
sparked the Iowa legislature to pass 
the SOil conservauon districts b1U 
which led to the fli'St meeting of 
the Iowa State Soil Conservation 
Commmee on November 30 
1939. • 

The movement spread rapidly 
and within a few years, more th~ 
half of the nauon had been 
organized into districts. The fli'St 
~owa dislrict was m Marion County 
m 1940. Today districts cover 
nearly all of the nation's pnvately 
owned land. In the begmning, they 
were known only as soil 
conservation districts. but m the 
1970's, they became soil & wa1er 
conservation dJSiricts. 

Harrison District 
The Harrison County Soil 

Conservation Dislrict was 
organized in 1942, with 
authorization received by decree 
from the office of the Secretary of 
the State of Iowa on January rJ. 
The original application was made 
by the fast commissioners: Harry 
Acrea of Logan, Louis P. Culver of 
Dunlap and J. C. Wear of Persia. 

Culver served the district a total 
of 40 years. He was a member of 
the Iowa Legislature, and for many 
years a member of the Natural 
Resources Council, the Western 
Iowa Experimental Farm and in 
numerous other capac1ties. He was 
instrumental in organ1z_ing 
Harmony Watershed. 

Harmony Watershed near Logan 
was the first in Iowa to be approved 
under Pubhc Law 566 (PLS66) and 
the first constructed in the state. 
The Honorable Herschel Loveless, 
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Governor of Iowa, was present at 
the dedication ceremonies on June 
12, 1958. 

Present commissioners are 
Babetta Lucke of Persia, Chm; 
~e McBride (26 years) of Logan, 
Linda Herman of Pisgah, Everette 
Wohlers of Missouri Valley and 
Anita Mether of Logan. 

Assistant Commissioners 
include Dw1ght Mills of Dunlap, 
(fonnerly commissioner for 24 
years); David Christensen of 
Pisgah; Bill Hammitt of 
Portsmouth. Doyle Knadle of 
Mondamin (formerly commissioner 
for 24 years) and Lou Waite of 
Woodbine (fonner commiSSioner). 

East Pottawattamie 
District 

East Pottawattam1e SWCD was 
organized in 1942, w1th Frank F. 
McArthur of Oakland chairman of 

Present commissioners inc.lude 
Russ Brandes, James Twp; Bernie 
Bo.lton, Belknap Twp.; Darrell 
Stamp. Lincoln Twp.; Marlyn Von 
Weibe, Carson Twp. and Teny 
Gleaves, Center Twp. 

West Pottawattamie 
District 

Organiud in 1944, West 
Pouawattamie SWCD was first 
guided by commissioners Glen 
Craft, McClelland; Ernest Hanns, 
Underwood. and Don Anderson. 
Honey Creek. 

Harms was described as "the 
fatherft of the conservation 
movement in the county, with 
some of the fll'St meetings held at 

Continued on Page 18 
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Deitchler says farming used to be more simple; less interesting 

--! --

Larry Kramer a nd Robert (Bob) Deitchler 

A " rain simulator", sbown above, applies 2 1/2 incbes of moisture per bour to 
prepa red plots a t tbe resean:b farm. RUJJoff and soil-loss collection devices allow ror 
water measuremeat and sampling. Tbe resuhs are thea compared to field 
measurements of runoff from natural rainfalL 

Tb lrd in a series of articles 
coacemlng the "UDSA·ARS 
Deep Loess Researcll Station 
near T reynor 

by Lou Waite. AIS 

Robert (BOO) Deitchler of Silver 
City is operator of two f~eld-size 
watersfleds, W-1 and W-2, which 
are part of the above-named research 
station. The ~dy fields are located 
on lands purchased and leased by 
the Committee for Agricultural 
Development (CAD), a corporation 
associated with Iowa State 
University. 

Bob came 10 the fann in 1960 
and operated it prior 10 Agricultural 
Research Service activities which 
began in 1964. 

From 1964 through 1995 both 
watersheds were planted 10 
continuous corn. implementing a 
conventional tillage system. But 
last year the fanning systems were 
changed and the crops planted using 
a no-till system for the first time. 
Watershed 1 ism com/beans only, 
half in com and half in soybeans 
each year. Watershed 2 is in a 6-
year rotation of contour strip 
cropping. The two systems will 
now be compared, plus variables 
wh1Ch relate to soil and water 
quahty. 

Larry Kramer, ARS engineer 
and Station Supervisor, noted that 
the research was historically 
concerned with rainfall. runoff and 
so1lloss. "We are still observing 
those factors: he said. "but the 
quality of the ground water and 
water in the root zone as well. We 
are also observmg soil quality. 
characteristics of organic mauer, 
struCture, micro organ1sms. and 
nutnent balance under a rotatJonal 
cropping system." 

Bob fanns as a tenant for CAD 
on a S0-50 cash basis. and he and 
Larry confer frequentJy, discussing 
"ways and means, results and 
procedures." 

A rotation of com and soybeans 
is bemg used now on W- 1. W-21S 
m a com, soybean, corn, alfalfa, 
alfalfa, alfalfa rotation. which 
incorporates 30 acres of alfalfa. On 
the whole fann Bob no-till planted 
60 acres or soybeans, and about 70 
acres or corn. 

"Weed pressure has bcco the 
worst problem of the transition," 

Bob said. "We used a post-emerge 
and post-plant treatment. and Dual 
with Basagran for a pre-emerge. 
Dual was used on both the com and 
beans. but the post-broadleaf 
control in the beans last year was 
Manifest" 

A complete no-till planting 
system was used this year, with the 
ground undisturbed by discing. etc. 
Round Up was applied as a bum­
down, foUowed with Dual applied 
post-plant Bt>b uses Basagran on 
com, and Basagran and/or Pursuit 
for broadleaf weed control in br.ans. 
He explained that Basagran is an 
"old fashioned" herbicide. used 
because it IS effective on com and 
beans. but does not adversely affect 
alfalfa in ad ,lOuting field snips. 

Larry affirmed that • Basagran 
has been the best choice for us. but 
it may not be available in the 
future, so a change may have 10 be 
made in that area. • 

Larry went on to state that U\ 

1996. it was discovered there was 
an extreme need for lime m the 
soil, due 10 the years of continuous 
com. Lime was applied U\ 

annc1patioo of the need, then the 
alfalfa sowed. "It d1dn't do too well, 
so we added more lime," he 

recalled "We had a thin stand, 
resulting from the low pH level 
We learned thai in crder 10 make 
the changes we did, we should have 
started the previous year in 
bringmg the soiliO the p10pcr pH 
level 111is year. however, we see a 
big improvement, and the fU'Sl 
cutting of alfalfa resulted in a 1 3/4 
ton per acre yield. • 

A bit ruefully, the men also 
recalled thai last year's 3rd cutting 
was "more foxtail than alfalfa", but 
that too has improved. They said 
that alfalfa is new 10 the ~h. 

so they are learning how 10 manage 
it Every year of the rotation, a oew 
sttip of alfalfa will be drilled in 
com stalk residue. This year, part 
or the strip was intersceded with 
bromegrass, and the rest is solely 
alfalfa. This will allow the ~h 
team to compare the yields of the 
two plantings. After three years, 
the alfalfa strip will rotate back 10 a 
com crop. It is planned to use 
Round Up after the last cutting of 
hay 10 kill the alfalfa and brome. 

"The dead residue will cover the 
ground all wmter," Bob said. "then 
com will be no-tilled into the 
residue in the spring." Larry 
emphastzed., "We also haven't done 
this as a research project before, so 
11 will be another learning 
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experience." 
Bob commented that he has 

always liked 10 apply Nitrogen (N) 
before planting. but this year on 
the W-2 com snips, N will be 
side-dressed at a rate or 64 lbs. per 
acre. as determined by late spring 
soil testing. On W -1 com, N will 
be side-dressed at a 120 lb. per acre 
rate. "Our goal is to have the crops 
m 1 OS-foot wide contour scrips, 
carrying out the 6 year rotation of 
c/b/clala/a, • Bob said. We are 
trying to achieve a better soil 
quality along the way. as well as 
keeping tabs on the' economy and 
changes in farm operation. We 
wantiO achieve something which 
p esaves soil and water quality and 
is also profitable." 

Larry said, "We are monitoring 
Dual and Nitrate levels below the 
root zone in the fields by extracting 
soil and water samples. "We are 
measuring the same things in both 
f~elds - one or which will always 
be com/beans only, and the other 
the 6-year rotation whiCh includes a 
hay crop. This way we have a direct 
year-to-year companson from 
adjOining fields of the aspects Bob 
mentioned." 

Bob laughed and commented. 

"You lrnow, it used 10 be simple 
when it was just continuous com, 
but now it's a lot more 
complicated.· Then he added. with 
another grin. "But you have 10 say 
it is also more interesting. • 

Bob and his wife, Bartlara, have 
been married for 40 years. They 
have three sons. David of Lincoln. 
John of Treynor and James of 
Omaha. Three grandchildren are 
their "¢de and joy", Michael and 
Matthew who are twins. and 
Mitchell. 

Barbara is employed at the 
Treynor school. working with the 
bot lunch program. The family 
attends St. John's Lutheran Chureh 
in Mineola. 

Bob admitted that while time 
does not permit too many hobbies. 
he does enjoy "restoring and 
playing with" old tractors. He has 
ten of these. including a 1925 Jobn 
Deere, a 1925 Oil Pull (Rumley) 
and a 1929 John Deere. His 
"playlhjngs" have been among the 
antique machinery displays at 
vanous events in southwest Iowa. 

KOCH 
AGRI SERVICES 

FERTIUZERS, CHEMICALS 
SCOUTING • CUSTOM APPLICATION 
GPS I OTHER AGRONOMIC SERVICES 

712-741-5473 OR 1-IOD-578-2102 

HANCOCK, IOWA 
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Arbor Day shows 
love for trees 
by Julia Gubbels 

Arbor Day is a special day to 
show our love for trees. Trees g~ve 
us beauty. shade, fnnt, nuts, wood. 
wildlife cover, protection from wmd. 
and produce oxygen to help us 
breathe. They also hold soil m tiS 
place to present erosiOn. 

Sbown are some or the 1500 students aod others taking part io 
the Water Festival 

West Pottawattamie SWCD and 
Midwest Walnut Company work 
together annually to present the 
Arbor Day program. Thts year, 
approXImately I I~ first grade 
students from fifteen schools 
received a Colorado Blue Spruce 
tree, proVided by Midwest Walnut. 

Water activities for 5th 
big success 

In addition to receiving the trees. 
a 20-minute pl)gl'8nl featwed the 
history of Arbor Day, the 
ilbportance of trees and instructions 
on their planting and care. 

graders a 
by Aogie MBDD, Iowa A WW A 
Coordiutor 

Giant bubbles. Iowa fish. 
Environmental Bingo, lalking 
water molecules, water races. These 
are just a few oC the activities in 
wbicb more than 1 SOO Iowa fifth 
gradels panicipated on May 13 at 
the 19971owa Oilldren's Watt:r 
Festival at Des Moines Area 
Community CoUege in Ankeny. 

The event was co-sponsored by 
the Iowa Section of the American 
WakZ Worts Association, Des 
Moines Area Community CoUege 
arid lhe Des Moines WakZ Works. 

Fifth graders repiCSUlting 33 
schools from across the state 
COO'W'.r8ed on the DMACC campus 
and spent the day learning about 
Iowa's most important natural 
resource - water. Eacb class 
panicipated in three inter.lctive 
classroom sessions, visited an 
exhibit hall , played Environmental 
Bingo or "Dripital Pursuit". They 
watched an environmental play 
"Water Works" and sang along with 
music entitled "A Sip of Song". 

Presenters, exhibitors and 
performers represented a broad range 
of Iowa pnvate companies, state 
agencies, county conservation 
boards, oa1ura1 resource 
conservation districts and state 
universities. Also, the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency in Kansas City provided an 
exhibit .and two classroom 
pesentations, and a man from 
Plainfield, lllinois brought a small, 
working model of a watU' towU'. 

Lt. Governor Joy Coming 
aaended the festival and viewed 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Delta Ave. 

McCiellald, lA 51541-6110 
712-487-3167 

Your pan and lutute 
/lUI/Rill 

/1 appreflated 

several of the displays and 
activities. There were also radio 
interviews and newspaper photos 
taken, and articles about the festival 
pinted. 

Since the festival, many 
positive comments have been 
received about the success of the 
event and the importance of 
providing an avenue for cbiJdren to 
learn about the environmenL This 
success could oot bave been 
possible without the more than 200 
festival vollllllea's. These consiSCtd 
of local high school students, water 
utility staff, retired feaebers, tdiaed 
DMACC employees and DNR staff 
members. 

Michelle Zimmennan. Ease 
Pouawauamie County Resource 
Planner, and Julia Gubbels, who 
holds tbe same position in West 
Pottawattamie, were pceseuters at 
the festival. . 

Michelle's demonstration, 
during which the students 
panicipated. was "Building Your 
Own H20shed. The topic 
interpreted by Julia was "The 
Percolator." 

The pogJaniS were ccnducted 
with the assistance of the local FFA 
chapfers, Master Gardeners from 
West Poll ISU Extension Service 
and County Resource Plarmers of 
East and West Pouawaaamie 
SWCDs. 

March increase 
for cost-share 

The cost-share rate at the West 
Pouawauamie Soil and Water 
Conservation Disttict has been S .45 
per cubic yard. At the March 
meeting, the district COOIIIlissiooers 
voced to raise the rate to S .50 per 
cubic yard. The rwe was increasod 
based on a cost-analysis done for the 
previous yelK's teuace wert. 

The rate of 50-cents per cubic yard 
was effective immediately foUowing 
the meeting. FaU carryovers where 
construction is already started (din 
was pushed) will stay at the old rate. 

Anyone having questions may 
contact the office at 712-328-2489, 
or stop at the office for funhU' 
information. 

IX) <ell \Y '1 <e cq) llll a IP> IJIJil <e llllil rt<e [p)ll a rr 
li$1lll\l =lro $[p> alllll~ fl<e 0 ~ 

=<err\Ya<e<e 
IEcqJ (J) a IP> IJIJil <e llllil ~ If & rril= =& o <e = 

N<ew ~ llll=<e<IJ U1laOail'1 
- 11"rrlla011rr1 

U oo<dJ~~r~cm>c<dJ, OA 
(7112) 566-23~11 

Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 71~32~2987 
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Cody Babrke, Donnie Smith (back) Erik Pedersen, 
Alisba Renaud (back} 

Poster contest featured 
"Backyard Stewardship" 

by Julia Gubbels 

Area students in Kindergarten 
through seventb grade participated in 
tbe 1997 Soil and Water 
Conservation Poster Contest. The 
schools taking part were Lewis 
Central Middle School, Tri-Center 
Elementary and Undetwood 
Elementary. The posterS featured the 
theme "Backyard Stewardship". 
which emphasized what each of us 
can do in our own baclcyard, 
schoolyard or neighborbood to 
practice and promote positive 
stewardship. 

Along with the County 
Naturalist. I as West Pottawattamie 
SWCD County Resource Planner 
went to each of the schools and 
presented a program relating to the 
poster theme. This is done to give 
the teachers ideas which can 
possibly be incorporated into the 
student's studies. It also gives the 
students ideas for their poster 
content. 

First through third place winners 
were selected from each grade at the 
three participating schools. 

Ap!WOximately 60 students and their 
• families were invited to attend the 

Poster Ceremony. sponsored by the 
conservation district The ceremony 
was beld March 3 at uMBA Hall in 
Underwood. The postecs were on 
display at the site. Following the 
awards ceremony, cake and punch 
werescned.. 

The four students whose posters 
were selected to advance to regional 
competition were also recognized. 
They were: 

Division L grades K & I , Cody 
Bahrke. Kindergarten. Tri-Center. 

Division n (grades 2 & 3), Erik 
~sen. 3rd grade. Underwood. 

Division m. grades 4-6, Donnie 
Smith, 6th grade, Tri Center. 

Division IV, grades 7-9, Alisha 
Renaud. 7th grade, Lewis Central 
Middle School. 

The West Pottawauamie SWCD 
would like to thank those who 
participated in the anuual postU' 
contest. Coogratultions to the 
students with the winning posters 
which promoted stewardship. 

Without the farmers who 
/ strlue to conserue our lend 
end Its resources, we could 

not do business. 
We thank them for 

their efforts 1 

BUNGE 
CORPORRTI ON 

3218 Second Auenue 
Council Bluffs, lA 51502 

712-328-2389 800-373-0036 

• , 
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• 

J 



~ · I 

Page 
12 West Po_ttawattamie SWCD 

305 McKenzie Ave., Suite 1, Councll Bluffs, lA 51503-1017 Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987 

Wins scholarship 

by Julia Gubbels 

Each year the Iowa Association of 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners 
(IASWCDC) Auxiliary sponsors a 
scholarship awards program. Three 
scholarships are given at the state 
level to seniors. to be used to further 
thelf education at the college level 
while pursuing programs of study in 
any field of agnculture or natural 
resources. 

Criteria for the scholarship 
1nchldes leaderslup, scholastic 
achievement and need. Each distnct 
submits a candldate for the 
scholarship to the Regional 
Director, and they submit one 
applicauon for the selecuon of state 
monetary awards. 

The West Pottawattamie SWCD 
selected applicant Kevrn Dea to 
represent the district at the regional 
level. 

Kevin IS the son of John (Mike) 
and Sally Dea of rural Minden. He 
graduated rn May from Tri-Center 
schools and plans to maJOr in 
Agricultural Engineering at lowa 
State Uruversity. 

Kevin has also been involved in 

Kevin Dea 

church and commuruty activ1ues. 
mcludlng community beautificauon 
projects for Student Council, 
volunteering at church sales, and 
umpiring Little League baseball 
games. In addition. he enjoys 
playing golf and worlcing on his 
dad's and neighboring farms. 

West Pottwattamie SWCD would 
like to congratulate Kevin and wish 
tum the best rn future endeavors. 

ENVIRON M ENTALLY DRIVEN 

T E C H N 0 L 0 G Y 
"' A new environmentally driven technology is 

~volv1ng. It involves a new way of thmking about and 
managing your crops. It prov1des you 
tile opportunity for long tenn profitability ~ 
and environmental stewardship for the 
land. It is AG•21. 

Farm Service Company 
1020 South Eighth Street 
Council Bluffs, lA 51501 

CQuncU Blulft ...................................................................... 323-7167 
Htndtn<HI ······-······-·····-··········-··-····-··-·-···-· ... ~3561 
Grain Ot!lce ..• -·-·····-···························································82S-3711 
Logan •·······················································•··························· &4-4-3038 
Loveland ······-··········-············ .. · •.•.••.••.. , .• ._..... . •.••.• 642-3939 
NeQia ·-·················-······················-·········-··················· 485-24-49 
Paclfle Junction ..................................................................... 622-6161 
Sllwr City ..... ·········-················-···················-··· ... ·· _ ... 525-1155 
S~atioo ..•. ·········-············-···················-·············-···· ..... s2s-1122 
Tr.ynor ................................................................................... 487·3223 
UnderwOQd ........ ·-···-·······-·········- ... --·-··········- · .•.. 566-2388 

Cost-share for summer terraces 

West Pottawauarnie local 
option sales tax funds can be used 
for summer construction of 
terraces. nus tax money w11l be 
used to guarantee cost-share Lf 
producers arrange to have land 
avruJable for summer construction. 

The time frame for summer 
construction IS between June I and 
September 15. These are the dates 
between which the contractor has to 
begm earthwork. Those rnd!VIduals 
interested are required to sign an 
apphcallon in the SWCD office. 

A spokesman for the West 
Pottawattamie Soil and Water 
DIStrict Commissioners said. "We 
hope that the guarantee of up to 
S40,000 cost-share allotted for 
summer construcuon will help 
producers decide to set land aside in 
oats or other shon-term crops. ThiS 
will provide the contractors a place 
to work during the summer 
months." 

Further informallon may be 
obtamed by calling 712-328-2489. 

Master corn- bean grower's contest 

The Agnculture Committee of the 
Council Bluffs Area Chamber of 
Commerce is sporiSOring the 1997 
Master Com and Soybean Yield 
Contest for West Pottawauarnie 
County. 

The Master Contests are 
coordinated by the Iowa Crop 
Improvement Assocl31ioo and 
conducted by the Chamber's 
Agriculture Committee to promote 
the use of good seed, encourage the 
development of new techniques and 
to promote the use of good cultural 

practices rn crop producuon for the 
beuerment of Iowa agriculture. 

Anyooe growing com or soybeans 
is eiJgible to enter the contest under 
divisions including conventional 
tillage. conservation tillage. no-till 
and contour farming. 

Contact John Dalton at Agri-Land 
Insurance, 7 12-325-0011 (1-800-247-
0646): or Rick Killion at Mercantile 
Bank of Council Bluffs, 712-323-
7521 10 sign up and receive contest 
information. 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

·Terracing 
Conservation Work 

Tree Cleaning 

32527 270th St. 

Neola, Iowa 51559 
712-485-2493, Home 
712-566-2475, Shop 

Dams 
Dirt Work 

Site Grading 

A thought for 
the earth 

If the earth were only a few feet 
rn diameter, floating a few feet 
above a field somewhere. people 
would come from everywhere to 
marvel at1L 

People would walk around it, 
marveling at its big pools of water 
and Its little pools of water. and at 
the water flowing between the 
pools. 

People would marvel at the 
bumps on 11 and the holes rn it, and 
they would marvel at the thin layer 
of gas surroundmg it and the water 
suspended in the gas. 

The people would marvel at all 
the creatures wallung around the 
surface of the ball and the creatures 
in the water. 

The people would declare it 3S 
sacred because u was the only one. 
and they would protect the greateSt 
wonder known. 

And, the people would come to 
know beauty, and wonder how 11 
could be. 

People would love it and defend 
it w1th therr lives. because they 
would somehow know that their 
lives, their own roundness, would 
be notlung without 1t . . . 

• •.. Lf the earth were only a 
few feet rn diameter. 

Hancock Elevator, Inc. 

Purina Avoca 343-2339, Shelby 544-2638, oakland 482-3588, 
Neola 485-2230, Walnut 784-3399, Griswold 778-2701, 

1 Blk Hom 784-4116 

Why should we be your Grain Merchandiser! 

*Compeddve, on-the-fann bids. We run our own Oeet of 
trucks to give you fast, reUable service. 

*Fast, convenient payment. We can handle uneven spUts and 
CCC payments. We'll pay you In 24 hours or less on 

any shipments deUvered to our elevators. 
*Averaging the entire. lot of grain for moisture, damage and 

test weight can make the difference In your pocketbook. 
*No fees for weighing or Inspection. If you are tired of paying 

the terminals to look for a reason to dock you, 
bring your grain to us. 

•complete, grain merchandising service. We offer cash sale, 
forward sale, basts, price later, minimum price 

and deferred payment contracts. 
*And finally, "The Moneys Good"! Those three words describe 

the way we run our business. We are a fully lnsued, state 
Ucensed p-ain Indemnity fund partldpant. 

We Request the Honor of Your Gralo Business! 
can u today, toll-free: 
1-800-789-9966 ElkHorn 
1-800-451-0919 Hancock. 

H 
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WEST POTTAWATTAMIE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS '96 PERSONNEL 

Randy Williams, Hazel Ddt Towmhip------ Chairman ('91) 
Mark Schnepd, Silver Creek Townshi Commissioner 
John M. Dea, Minden Towmhi Chairman ('96) 
Dan McGinn, Gamer Towmbi Commissioner 
Clint Goos, Keg Creek Towoshi Commm ;oner 

Robert F. Young, Lewis Township.----- Assistant Commissioner 
Robert Jeosen, Neola Towoshi Assistant Commissioner 

NRCS PERSONNEL 

Lyle Petersoni--------------District Conserntiooist 
Tom &Hom Soil Conservation Tech 
Lois Crawford -&liJ Conservation Tech 
Ray Fran WAE 

COUNTY PERSONNEL 

Julia Gubbds--------------Resource Planner 

WES T CENTRA L DEVELOPMENT - (Assigned} 

Mary Ann Hood----------:Senior Aide 

NO-INTEREST 
LOAN PROGRAM 

Allocation 4/23/96--------------S 16, 837 00 
Supplemental Allocauons 20,500 00 

Terraces Completed----$ 13,954 00 
Unobhgated balance on hand 

January 30, 1997---·----$ 2,883 00 

The West Pottawattamie Soil & Wac.er Conservation District 
thanks the Depanment of Soil Conservation and the Iowa 
Legislature for making these funds available. We always atl.empt to 
use the money most effectively. and hope you agree we have done 
so again this year. 

POTTAWATTAMlE COUNT Y 
LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX FUND 

Balance as of January I. 1996 
1996 Quarterly Payments 

Total expended for pract1ces .. .. . .. $33,807.20 

Balance as of January 30, 1997 

.S 19,259 16 
$ 99,207 43 

$ 3,529 30 

We would like to thank the Pottawattam1e County Board of 
Supervisors for their far-sighted support of soil conservation. The 
doUars they have mvested in soil conservation these past years will 
pay off m benefits to county improvements and in protecting the 
producuvity of our soils. 

Keuin Ring 
11~~71 Bulldozing~~ 
~~~c:9- & Haulin 

Bulldo ing • Terracing • Bu ild ing Si te 
Grading • Clearing • All Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt & 
Asphalt 

7 12- 485-2431 Ne ola, l A 

Native Grass Seeds • Wlldflowers • Custom Seed Cleaning 

Heyt1e CustotM Seed Services 
6ruc:;~ A H~yno, Owner 

26420 SlOth Street 
Walnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

Telephone: (712) 784-3454 F8x: (712) 784-2030 Mobile; (712) 249·0227 
email: HEYNESEEDSGnetins.net 

1\omepage: http:/Www.neons.n~uestem/.lndex.html 

I 

I M AND 3M FUNDS ARE THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FURNISHED BY THE 
DIVISION OF SOD.. CONSERVATION, STATE OF IOWA 

1M BUDGET 

3M Bl}OGET 
96-97 

3M BUDGET 
95-96 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Allocation, July I, 96- June 30, '97-----S 2,500.00 
Supplemental Allocallon October 18, 1996 500 00 
Supplemental Allocation May 10, 1997 355.00 
CommissiOners' Travel S 1,10793 
Office Supplies, Expenses, Dues-- I ,437.55 

Total expended as of 1-30-97--$ 2,545 48 

Balance on hand January 30, 1997·-------S 809.52 

Allocation 7-01-9'o-----------S 41,035 00 
Supplemental Allocations 76,371 .00 

Tota) expended for terraces---$ 74,326 13 
Unobligated balance on hand 

January 30, 1997------$ 43,079 87 

Allocatton 7-01-95-----------S 40,760 00 
Supplemental Allocations 20,000 00 

Total expended for terraces----$ 57,650 71 
Unobligated balance on hand 

January 30, 1997------ $ 3,109 29 

REAP PRACTICES Allocation 9-01-95---------- s 11 ,53800 
Total expended for practices----$ 9,928 18 ' 96 
Total recalled by state I ,609 82 
Unobligated balance on hand 

January 30, 1997------- s 000 

REAP FORESTRY/ Allocation 9-01-95-------------S 2,693 00 
NATIVE GRASSES Supplemental Allocations 5,000 00 

'96 Total expended for practices---$ 7,693 00 
Unobligated balance on hand 

January 30, 1997----·---------------S 

Corn 
Milling 

Blair, Nebraska 

• Year-round market for your corn. 
Currently grinding 170,000 
bushels daily 

• For market 
information and 
for current corn 
bids {old crop 
or new crop) 

• Merchants available 
7 am- 5 pm 
Mon-Fri 

0 00 

• 

-



-

+ 

~ 
I 
t 
I 

• 
' • 
I 
I 

' l I 
i 
f! 

Page t4 Shelbv SWCD 
I 

1112 Morningview Drive, Harlan, IA 51537-2013 Ph. 712-755-2417 FAX 7 12 -755-2381 

W hy keep crop 
residue records? 

b y J eff Darling, SCT 

If you are trying to do a better 
job of erosion control by using 
crop res1dues. 11 is 1mportant to 
know what amounts of residue your 
tillage system IS leaving. 
Measuring crop res1due is the first 
step. but u's also 1mportant to keep 
wnttcn records. 

Records·keepmg helps you 
measure your own progress. and 
also helps you m showmg others 
what you are doing to control 
erosion. Your records could be 
important in showing progress 
toward conservauon compliance or 
water quality goals. for mstance. 

Buffer strips on the Boettger rarm are lush and green 

Good records will support mtent 
to control erosion with residues in 
the event that weather or poor crop 
yields cause reduced residue levels. 

Native grass buffer strips benefit 
the land and also wild creatures 

You coold measure and record 
residue levels after each field 
operation to test those operations. 
Or, simply record the pel tent of 
ground covered after planting. In 
both cases. crop residue levels are 
an important part of your record­
keeping system. 

It is important that you Jcnow the 
effect that each tillage operabon has 
on residue levels. 

How to measure crop residue 
Use any lme that is equally 

divided into 100 pariS. Fifty foot 
cable transect lines are available for 
this purpose. A 50-foot tape 
measure using the 6-mch and foot 
marks also works well. 

Stretch the hne diagonally across 
the crop rows. Walk back along the 
hne. looking for res1due underneath 
the marks. Count the number of 
marks that have res1due under the 
leadmg edge when s1ghtmg from 
directly above the mark. 

It's important to use the same 
pomt on each mark for accuracy. 
Don't count residue smaller than 
1/8 inch m diameter. 

Walk the enure length of the 
line. The total number of marks 
with res1due under them is the 

b y Bill Hammitt 
Conservation TecboidaD Aide 

Contour grass buffer strips have 
become a common erosion control 
practice on the Shelby County 
landscape the past few years.. A 
unique example of this practice can 
be found just north of Highway 44, 
west of Harlan. in Section 16 of 
Lincoln Township. 

Located on the Es1eUe Boettger 
farm , these buffer strips are seeded 
to native grasses such as big 
bluestem and switchgrass. 

Wh1le most buffer strips are 

percent cover for the field. If your 
line has only 50 marks, multiply 
by 2. Repeat the procedure at least 
3 times in different areas of the 
fields and average the fmdlngs. 

For purposes of crop residue 
values for soil conservation 
systems. the residue cover 1s 
measured after each planung. 

A Crop Residue Management 
K11 IS available for use or sale at 
the Soil Conservation office. The 
k1 t contams a line for counung 
ground cover, a crop residue 
management guide, a video tape 
about measuring and managing 
crop residue and a field· by-field 
record book. The kit sells for 
$13.50. 

YOUR WILSON EXTRA 

Built-in protection 
against disease 

Thanks to Wilson's exotic germplasm, 
many of our hybrids are naturally 

resistant to diseases 

· SEEDS 

Precision genetics 

fJ1ie rig/it pfant in tlie rig/it pCace 

:Higliway 44 'East, :Harfan, IJl. 
1-800-74 7-1200 

. ' 

seeded to bromegrass or alfalfa, 
these native grasses provide the 
same erosion control. plus 
additional wildlife benefits. 

Native grasses, such as big 
bluestem, were part of the original 
tall-grass prairie found in Iowa 
before the homesteaders came. This 
grass can grow as tall as 6 to 8 feet 
on fertile soils. It stands well over 
the wmter, providing excellent 
winter cover for wildhfe and good 
spring nesting cover. 

Bill Boettger, operator of the 
farm who seeded the grasses, said: 

"The border strips are an 
excellent place for the pheasants to 
hang out, but also aurnct predators 
such as coyotes lookmg for an easy 
meal " 

He said all concerned were well 
satisfied w1th the eros1on control 
benefi ts of the nauve grass strips. 
although they "took longer to 
become established than brome or 
alfalfa· 

Bocuger noted that even deer had 
been seen to "hang out" m the 
stnps during the winter. 

Summer tree tips 
After trees have been planted, 

there are a few things wluch can be 
done to insure that they will thnve 
this summer. 

1) Sometimes what isn't done to 
newly transplanted stock is just as 1 

1mportant as what is done. Bare 
root stock should not be fertilized 
at planting time. The roots are very 
(rag~le and susceptible to burning. 

2) Sprmg planted stock can be 
fertilized in the fall of the first year 
or the next spnng w1th the proper 
fertilizer for the species. 

3) If a dished area 1s not left 
around the tree to collect water 
when planted, bwld one and remove 
the sod to prevent compeution for 
water and numents. 

4) Tree mats or mulch such as 
wood ctups, grass chppmgs. straw 
or even several layers of 
newspapers can be used to hold 
moisture in the ground and prevent 
weed pressure . 

5) Tree shelters can really help 
get new plantings off to a quick 
start and will also act as pro«ection 
against anunal browsmgs and 
windburn. 

6) A good idea any time, but for 
certain the ftrst two years. is to 
make sure the plants get one inch 
of water every ten days. In the late 
fall, mcrease to soalong the ground 
every week until the ground freezes. 

F rederiksen's "farewell" 
as Distr ict Conservationist 

Oea.J< / ,.ielrrfs: 

I itA ~Joe beetr fol'ta~tate to itA ~Joe bee~t as.roeiatel (1/d 

tlu .fluiJ1 Ooa~tt? .fo,f & Plate,. Oo~tse,.vatio~t 
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KINIE 2600 Planters 
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"My immediate goal is to turn this roadside 
program into one of the top in the state!" 

by Lou Waite, AIS 

In January of last year, Bret 
Grundmeier came to Shelby 
County to fill a position for a 
department newly initiated in the 
county. that of Integrated Roadside 
Vegetation Management It follows 
therefore that Beet's title is 
"Roadside Manager". 

Formerly employed by the 
Forest Service in the Black Hill~ of 
South Dakota. Bret is a graduate of 
South Dakota State College m 
Brookings He received a degree in 
Park Management, a course wh1ch 
stressed agriculture and biology. 

. . . Bret Grundmeier 
1r3111ed to identify dcsl.iclble species. 
and spray only what is not wanted. 
Using herbicides is an important 
part of the IRVM program. Plants 
requiring control are Identified and 
specific herbicides used during the 
plant's most vulnerable growing 
time. That 1s part of the 
'management' I dictate." 

Brei explained that there IS an 
underground "battle of the root 
systems" for nutrients and water in 
the soil between weeds and 
deslf3ble species. For example. 
Canada thistle can out-compete 
smooth brome and Kentucky 
bluegrass for water and nutrients. 
But because of their very extensive 
root system. nauve grasses. such as 
big bluestem. can out-compete 
weeds from ever getung 
established. 

Page 15 

FAX 712-755-2381 

I 
An IR VM brochure states its 

objecuve: "Usmg current 
management practices to establish 
and mamtain a safe, stable. low 
mamtenance roadside that is 
attractive and healthy for hwnans 
and wildlife. Iowa's roadsides border 
an extens1ve network of federal, 
state and county paved and gravel 
roads. Averaging about six acres of 
roadside per mile of road, we have a 
potenllal resource base of almost 
600.000 acres of roadside across 
Iowa." 

"The ulllmate benefit of 
managing native grasses. therefore. 
is that pesticide use and mowing 
costs decrease and wildlife habitat 
value of roadsides improves," Bret 
informed. 

Bret Gruodmeier, sbowo at tbe Nisbna Bend Recreation Area near Corley, does not like to be 
"office-bound" 

Impress1ve staustics, but the 
next question would be. JUSt what 
does a roadside manager do? 

"I work closely with the 
secondary 10ad engineers and shop 
foremen." Bret informed. "When 
they regrade roads or clean ditches, 
11 IS my JOb to reclaim the 
dtstwbed site. This is done by 
planting warm season praine 
species- grasses, forts. 
wildflowers, etc. This is the same 
type of vegetation that was 
growing in Iowa when the first 
European settlers arrived. Smce 11 
IS native to the area. it thrives 
without losing vigor and dying 
back in a few years." 

Special equipment is required to 
achieve all this, and usually several 
laborers are hired to operate the 
seeding drills, tractors, broadcast 
seeders. sprayers, etc. 

"In the past, not enough 
attention was given to selective 
spraying and desirable species were 
being lciUed," Brel said. "But now 
we spot spray. and the crew is 

Since IRVM is new to the 
county. a permanent headquarters 
and storage area has not been 
established. Tentative plans are to 
locate a new budding somewhere m 
the county. One possibility is the 
Nishna Bend Recreation Area on 
the Ni~hnabotna River one-half 
mile southeast of Corley. This 
popular tourist attraction features a 
tall grass prairie. a short grass 
prairie and native wildOowers. But 
Bret said no defirute decision for 
headq~ location has been 
made. 

A part of his management 
domain are the county cemeteries. 
"They are the only th1ng left 10 the 
state with original native prairie," 
he noted. "which has never been 
turned by a plow. They are 
managed in cooperation with the 
various cemetery boards. who allow 
us to harvest some of the seed to be 
planted in other locations. Seed is 
expensive. It is hard to get a good 
stand and to have the proper 
equipment to harvest it Much of 
this must be done by hand, 
although there arc "flail vacuums" 
wh1ch can be used." 

Bret said that a seed stripper 
purchased last year was used to 
harvest seed throughout the county. 
The seed was then used 10 establish 
plantings in other partS of the 
county at a substantial sav10gs. 

Funding IS the same as that of 
the secondary road department 
through the county board of 
supervisor's budget allowances. 
Some funds are received from the 
Living Roadway trust funds 
allocated by the Iowa Department 
of Transportation (DOn. Grants 
are set up specifically for road 
departments such as the one he 
manages. Bret pointed out But 
they can be used to obtain seed, 
seeding equipment, etc. which 
alleviates county budget expense. 

An interesting s1dehght to Beet's 
occupation is that he attended the 
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy 
during the winter, and is a "bona 
fide" conservation officer. As such, 
he is responsible for supervising 
the Elk Hom Creek Parle, but has 
the right to "arrest and detain" 
violators anywhere in the state. 

Bret's home turf is actually 
Hinckley m northern Minnesota. 
HIS wife. Cheryl, whom he met at 
college. is a native of St Paul. 
Cheryl1s a dental assistant 10 

FUTURES/OPTIONS TRADING 
GRAINS & liVESTOCK 

CompdiJive Rute.o;- Rapitl Executio11 
Knowledgeable Persomrel- Toll Free Li11e.'i 

TOll FREE 1-800-452-4312 
a: ann Service Coopcnlivc 

1'.0 . Uox 429, llarlatt, lA .S I .S37 

Hattan. 
Bret adm1ts to bemg an "av1d" 

fisherman, and enjOys bow­
hunting. He also enjoys intramural 
basketbaU, baseball and softball as 
a member of local teams. 

It is obvious that he also enjoys 
his Job and ts dedicated to achieving 
goals set for himself and the 
county. 

"I try to work with the farmers 
and landowners," he said. "What I 
do borders therr land. so if we can 
work together. it benefits me. and 
hopefully them as well. I can help 
plan burnings, and in establishing 
buffer strips and headlands, etc. It's 
mce when they agree to put these 
into native grasses and forbs. They 
thrive much better than brome. are 
drought resiStant and better for 
wildlife and erosion control. 

"I enjoy being outside. doing 
'hands-on' work myself, rather than 
being office-bound," Bret admitted 
with a grin. "And I also like 
tallang to the landowners and 
maybe convincing them to consider 
my 1deas. 

"My unmediate goals are to tum 
this roadside program into one of 
the top 1n the state! It's getting 
there. but we have a long way to 
go." 

Then after pausing in reflection 
for a moment, Bret said, flashing 
his warm smile, "Someday, I hope 
to be a park manager." 

A wise man asks questions .•. 
a fool never does. Don' t hesitate 
to question something you do 
not understand. 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 

LeRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Amold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414 

Debbie Harris 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647-2712 
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426 

Jim Rock 547-2996; Patty Kelley 647-2544 
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Brothers share farm operation ~ 

agree on conservation viewpoint 
by Lou Waite, AIS planted 900 acres of com and 700 

acres of soybeans 1n the fields 
"We are going to have to make a protected by the elltensJVe terrace 

!JVJng on thts farm for the next system. They also no-tailed 300 
tlurty or forty years," said Wayne acres of com 10to bean stubble. and 
Peterson of rural Harlan. with a 60 acres of beans mto standmg com 
chuckle. Then on a more serious stalks. 
note he added, "We must keep 11 as "Some of the landlords question 
productive as we can. not only for no-ull," Wayne SaJd, "and we respect 
our benefit, but for our lads as thetr opimons. But more and more 
well" of them are bccommg convmced 

His brother Carl nodded in once they sec how well it works 
agreement and added. ··It's only good We ltke to thiOk we helped convmce 
sense to look ahead and do what we them that no-tillmg IS the wave of 
must to be more prosperous down the future." 
the road" 

The brothers agreed that they 
practice conservation for those 
rc:lsons, not because they were 
compelled to do so by the Food 
Secunty Act (FSA) or 1985. 

Wayn._· and Carl. fourth generation 
fanners working together m 
partnershap. said they were "born 
mto farmmg." They admitted they 
were fortunate to have a dad and an 
uncle who gave them the 
opportumty to begm fannmg nght 
out of high school. S1nce then. they 
have mvested all the11 profits back 
into the land. and now thelt 
operat1on encompasses 1900 acres 
owned, cash rented, or share cropped. 
Included is the family farm. stu! 
owned by the11 mother. Mae. 

All but 40 acres of the land IS 

h1ghly erodible, so over 15 m1les 
of terraces have been completed on 
the vanous tracts. Last year they 

The Petersons stated that they felt 
most or thetr gencrauon has reah?ed 
the benefits of using good 
conservation measures m their 
fanning opcmtions. and thereby 
developmg a posauve attitude which 
mfiueo. cs those more wary of 
change 

Actually. we are working toward 
usmg a com-bean rotauon on 3/4 of 
the land wnh terraces. ·wayne saHI, 
"and with our terracmg basically 
completed. we are m compliance 
wtth our FSA plan and nearing our 
goal." 

The brothers have taken advantage 
of state and federal cost-share. and 
have a ten-year, no-interest loan. But 
they also have spent funds "out-of­
pocket" to further the11 progress. 

Wayne and Carl both expressed 
thetr apprec1ation for the ass1Sta.1Ce 
received from the staff at the Natural 
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ROBINSON IMPLEMENT, INC. 
Cora Street * Box 257 

Irwm Iowa .>1446-0257 
Ph (712) 782-3171 • Fax (712) 782-3173 

Wayne and Carl Peterson value the truth of the con~rvation concept ... " it pays!" 

Resources Conservauon office. 
The brothers are also committed 

to a farrow-to-fimsh hog operauon. 
ratsang around 2,000 head each year. 
and they have a herd of 80 cows and 
calves. The calves are finished and 
sold. except for a few heifers rctamed 
"once m a whtle" for brecdmg 
purposes. They buy their herd bulls, 
rather than rrusmg them 

The Petersons have four 
pennanent pastures of 10 or 12 acres 
each ,..rotating the grazmg among 
these. Each year, they also have 
about 50 acres from which they 
harvest one cutting of hay, then 
pasture 11 for the rest of the season. 
Th1s area is established m a different 
location penodically. One-half of the 
grain ratSed IS used for feed. except 
some soybeans wh1ch are marketed. 

Wayne. his wife Lori and their 

children, Stac1e and Jason, are acuve 
10 community and school affairs. 
They attend Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church tn nearoy Jacksonville. 
where Lori has taught Sunday 
School and is serving as church 
secretary. 

Carl is also actively mvolved m 
local interests and attends the same 
church. 

Both brothers are members of the 
Farm Bureau. the Shelby County 
CattJe Producers and Shelby County 
Pork Producers. Carl is past· 
pres1dent of the latter. 

In a combined statement, with 
both Wayne and Carl contributing 
thetr thoughts, the Petcrsons said, 
"You always need to keep 
conservation m mind. We would do 
Jt even 1f it was not mandated. We 
have seen the changes brought about 

Hit Pay Dirt 
SKID 

LOADfRS 

• Models ava1lable w1th SAE operating c.;pac111es from 
850 lbs to 2050 lbs 

• Standaro 0111/Construct1on Buckels With capac111es from 
7 3 cu " to 17 cu. n 

• W1de vanety ol anacn:nents available 
• H gh capactty auxthary hydraulics 
• See your local aut'OIIZed deaaer lor sales, se'Vlce parts 

and •·nancang 

B IJIIJ • "IIG 

iEHL. 
ELSON FARM SUPPLY 

606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, lA 51537 
712·755·3115 1 800·772·6184 

by good conservauon usage. and •e 
we want to keep open-m1nded for 
the future. Because of all the 
advancements m equipment and the 
mechanical and technologtcal 
changes which have come about, 
conservauon has come easier. and 
wtll conunue to be made easier as 
ume goes on. 

"It has proved itself. and will 
coounue to do so. m our op1010n .• 
they concluded. 

Cheeseburger Pie 
1 lb. ground beef 
11/2 c chopped onion 
1 c shredded cheddar 
cheese 
11/2 c milk 
3/4 c Bisquick 
3 eggs 

Brown hamburger and 
onion; drain. Mix milk, eggs 
and Bisquick, mix well. Add 
cheese, then hamburger and 
onion mixture. Pour In 
greased pie pan. Bake 30 
min. at 400 deg. When done, 
let set 5 min. Cut and serve . 

I 

CONSTRUCTION 

GERALD L. RING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
~ORK OF ALL KINDS 

NEOLA, lA 51559 

SHOP: 111-485·1147 
HOME: 712-485-2022 
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Upper Mosquito 

Tbis structure bas been controUing tbe now of Mosquito Creek 
for 26 years. Many more ot its kind are needed, but funding is 
difficult to obtain. 

Note: Wbile not intending 
disrespect for a serious event, 
tbis article is written more as a 
personal observation. A 
straight-forward account 
appeared in newspapers 
earlier. My !tincere thanks to 
David Oblinger, "assistant 
photographer". Lou Waite 

Mick Leinen. Bob Grote and Jack 
(Bua) Wendt, as well as the 
remainder of the Upper Mosquito 
Creek Watershed Board of 
Directors. could rest easily The 
long- anucipated and anxiously 
awaited 40th anniversary watershed 
tour was over and had been declared 
a dec1ded success 

The weather on Friday, June 13, 
was beautiful, and everythmg went 
as planned, from begmning to end. 
How often does that happen? And 
on Fnday the 13th?? 

Early amvals at St. Mary's 
Pansh Center m Portsmouth were 
treated to coffee or tea, huge 
cmnamon rolls and cookies. The 
refreshments were by counesy of 
area banks. (Can you picture all 
those bankers. clad in ruffled 
aprons, baking cookies early that 
morning!) 

The large room was soon filled 
w1th chatter. as old acquaintances 
and new caught up on "what's 
happening." Many discussions 
concerned the dry weather. with 

SHELBY CO 
STATE BANK 

We support conservation, and commend our 
farmer clients for their efforts toward 

preserving natural resources. 

Offices (oreo code 712); 
Harlan, 755-5112 Shelby 544- 2626 
Elk Horn, 764-5067 Ponomo, 489- 2424 

Portsmouth, 743-2715 Irwin, 782- 3155 

Creek 40th • anniversary tour 
reminiscences of droughts of the 
past 

Babetta Lucke. ChallTTian of the 
Hamson County Comm1ssioncrs 
and I conversed with State 
Representative Donna Hammitt­
Barry. Donna has always been very 
supportive of ag and conservation 
acllvities. In the legiSlature, she 
has "slugged 1t out toe-to-toe" for 
our cause many times. But it IS 

difficult for me to treat Donna with 
the deference she deserves because I 
have known her since she was m 
diapers! (She IS very gracious about 
th1s, however.} 

Miele. board chairman, gaveled 
the meeung to order at 9 a.m .. 
welcomed those present. and 
introduced an unpressive list of 
YIP's. I won't try to list them, for I 
~urely would omit someone, and 
these people have long memories. 
How else do you thmlc they SUfVIve 
m politics or at high-level 
administrative positions? 

The legislators were lauded for 
thelf support of agriculture and 
conservation in general; the 
watershed programs and the Hungry 
Canyons Alliance m pantcular 
Some of them responded with bnef 
remarks. expressing their interest 
and concern. Thetr sincerity was 
pretty apparent. At least they had 
the proper information and 
termmology. (Good secretaries. 
maybe?) 

First of other YIP's who had an 
active part in the agenda was Gregg 
Hadlsh, NRCS GIS Specialist. In 
his customary precise and well­
documented manner, Gregg 
presented slides and background 
commentary on "stream 
stabilization efforts." Gregg is 
moving on to a new position, as is 
Marty Braster. Both have been 
with Golden HiUs RC&D and a 
tremendous asset to the area. We 
commend their gain, but mourn our 
loss. 

Jim Gulliford, Director of the 
Iowa Division of Soil 
Conservation, keynoted the 
importance of watersheds in 
conservation and gave five reasons 
why the concept is so vital. Babetta 
and I were most impressed by 
these: 

"Concenlrate on doing a better 
job of public mformalion -- tell the 
story to the people who don't know 
about it; usc an 'Ernie Aust' 
approach by looking for resources 
available to solve problems, and 
fmd ways to make them wort: the 
most efficiently at the local level." 

I have a lot of admiranon and 
respect for Jim, not only as a 
professional, but as an individual. 
And I can remember when hls now 
graying hair was brown! (At least 
you still have hair, lim!) 

Lyle AseU. Assistant State 
Conservationist gave an overview 
of NRCS plans for future watershed 
treatments, funding, efe. "The 
public needs to know". he affumed.. 
tfis main message was that where 
funding is concerned, nothing is 
certain, so keep the wheel 
squeaking! 

I used the opportunity to comer 
JeffZimprich. Are3 
Conservationist, about a publicity 
1dea of mme. Jeff always looks a 
bit uneasy when he sees me 

appro.ochm! He knOI>'S I am gomg 
to ask for somethmg. I presume 1f 
only to pick his brain (It's hke 
getting free advice from your doctor 
when he lS off-duty). Jeff is another 
dynam1c young man who has been 
rattling a few cages smce he came 
to the area. (With good results, I 
hasten to add.) 

The audience was auentive and 
appeared to be mterested .... at 
least no one took a nap. Questions 
were asked and wwered. The 
busses (Southwest Iowa Transit) 
anived and were boarded for the 
tour. Babetta and I were the only 
women on bus 2. (And they say 
women gabble like a bunch of 
geese! HA! These geese all had bass 
voices!) 

Ed Seidel, Acung OC at Harlan, 
was the commentator on our bus, 
g1ving mformauon and 
explanations concerning what we 
saw from the windows. We stopped 
at several of the sites. where a more 
detailed account of what, why, 
when, how. etc. was given 

At the last. we walked across a 
field of narrow-row soybeans to 
reach the creek. Babetta and llricd 
to fit our feet into the narrow space 
without dcsttoymg too much of the 
bean crop. We finally decided on a 
sidewJSC gall wh1ch probably made 
us resemble a couple of waddling 
ducks. Enroutc, we noticed the 
men, striding smashmgly along 

M.lVbe they knew more about bean 
mortality rates then we!' 

We viewed five structures some 
recently completed, some wh1ch 
have been servmg for a number of 
years. We were unpressed by the 
last one. wh1ch was mstalled 26 
years ago (sec photo). The banks 
of Mosquito Creek m that vic inity 
are grass·covered and not sloughing 
away. The channel there IS 
narrower. Obviously, the structure 
has served its purpose, and also 
obviously many more of its kind 
are needed. As Shakespeare srud, 
"therein I ies the rub". for money is 
also needed. 

Babetta and I both had the same 
thought: If structures such as this 
could have been built where they 
were needed long years ago. at 
yesterday's costs, millions of 
dollars would not have had to be 
spent today. And even at vast 
sums, it IS too little. too late. I 
suppose someone would say that IS 

typical female logic. If so. then we 
need a few more females m this 
racket1 

Some VIP m Washmgton. the 
talc goes, sa1d that watersheds are 
n()( "environmentally fnendly". and 
therefore PL566 and the Lt.ke need 
not be funded. 

Don't tell Grote. Leinen, Wendt 
or their peers that! You m1ght not 
want to hear their reply 
(#%$@&•%)! 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

(§.] GREEN}PLAN· 
o..-~a.c.c~ 

Gnd rnapp1ng •s one of modern fann•ng's most 1mportant new 
• technologies. And no one knows how to make tt pay off for your 
fanning operat1on better ltlan your local FS Crop Specialist. 
Ustng the FS GREEN PLAN-, he'll.help you to analyze vital crop­
ping data - from soil sampling to y•eld monitoring - in order to 
provide you with accurate, stte-spectfic recommendations. GIVe 
your FS Crop Specoalist a call today, and start charting your 
course toward opt1rnum yield and maximum profits. 

Agriland FS Inc. 
logan 644-1610 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-1313 • Griswold 778-1134 
Malvern 614-8611 • Audubon 563-1675 
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Size up your summer! A tribute to the late LeRoy Kadel 

Greg Mathis, District 
Conservationist, recognized 
LeRoy Kadel as a man who saw 
educating the young as one of 
his main missions in life. 
"LeRoy believed that the 
outdoors was a n excellent place 
to teach children about 
wildlife, as well as learning 
about our environment," 
Mathis said. " He was always 
willing to assist with an 
environmental fi eld day for 
students, or be involved in 
some other teaching 
opportunity. He is missed by 
all who knew him." 

Kadel, Director of the 
Pouawanamie County 
Conservation Board. died very 
suddenly on April 10 at Mercy 
Hospital in Council Bluffs. 

He was laid to rest on Apnl 12 
in the Mmden cemetery, not far 
from the family farm where he had 
been raised, and where he and hiS 
wtfc Lynn had laved smce 1970. 
He was not allotted hIS four score 
years and ten. He died at 53. 

He had farmed with h•s father 
unhl the past year, had fonnerly 
been a railroad transportation cleric, 
then owned a bu1ldmg business and 
was experienced rn the consiTUCtion 
field. He had accepted the pos1b0n 
w1th the CortServation Board 1n 
1993. 

B. J. Balm, Dally Nonpare1l 
wnter, described Kadel as "a great 
communicator and a man of VISion; 
a forceful man when needed and one 
not afraid to share his opinions". 
He was known as a "hands..on 
administrator", Balm said. who 
could be fOUnd on weekends 
working with the rangers in the 

parks or v•s•ting With campers and 
fishennen. 

Lynn Ford. a Conservation 
Board member and personal friend, 
said Kadel did not hmn hiS scope 
of mterest to the county park 
system, although he was 
rnstrumental in bringmg about 
many improvements therein. Under 
hts direcuon, the park system was 
enhanced by the employment of a 
full-time and also pan-ume 
naturalist l-lis efforts also led to 
the expansion of the Hitchcock 
Nature &rea nonh of Crescent. 
R•ver conservation was 1mponant 
to h•m. as well as recreation. 

"He was a 'doer' and not held 
back by what appeared to be 
restraints, • Ford S3.1d. "The word 
'can't' was not in his vocabulary. 
He worked tirelessly, often at 
personal sacrifice. He negated tile 
practice of 'because that's the way 
we have always done II' with new 
and mnovahve ideas. He always 
searched for a better way." 

Cmdy Thompson, Conservation 
Board Secretary. S3.1d: "LeRoy never 
stopped thinking about how he 
could improve our paiks and what 
people would enJOY usrng. One of 
hJs many visions was to build a 
gaz.ebo by the lake at Arrowhead 
Park. As a tribute to LeRoy, the 
gaz.ebo w1U be built dunng the 
summer by Conservaoon Board 
staff and volunteers. 

"The Pottawauam•e 
ConservatiOn Foundation is also in 
the process of completing a hand· 
crafted 'g1ving tree", whtch will be 
on display at the Hitchcock Nature 
Area Lodge. ThiS lasting memorial 
will also be dedicated in LeRny's 

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full Hoe of 
products and services 

FEED - FEki'JI.IZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DEUVERY 

OIL & GRFASE PRODUCI'S 
TIRES- BA'I*I'ERIES- PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCtS 
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VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAUUNG 

ON -THE-FARM TIR.E REPAIR 
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES 

Elevator(712)843-5342 
Shop (712) 843-5993 

memory." 
It was noted that anyone 

wishmg to JOm the memorial effort 
could do so by sending their 
comnbuuon to the Pottawattamle 
Conservation Foundation, 223 
South 6th Street, Counc1l Bluffs, 
lA 5150 I. The donauon is tax· 
deduct.ible .. 

Marte Shoemaker, ranger at 
Long's Landing, met Kadel as a 
park mtem m 1992. "Under his 
guidance, rnterns d1d more than JUSt 
mow the grass and pick up sticks. 
"Shoemaker recalled. "We learned 
how to build buildings, dig ditches 
and protect the environment." 

Arrowhead Park Officer Dave 
Fischer added, "He not only told us 
what was expected of us, but he 
would work right beside us and 
show us how to do 11 correctly." 

Both men agreed that Kadel 
made certarn the skills interns 
acquired could be passed on to 
others. Sometimes the summer 
internships helped young people 
dec1de wluch career they wished to 
pursue. 

Kadel was president of the 
Missouri R1ver Preservation 
Authority. had served as president 
of the Iowa County Conservation 
Board (ICCB) for DiStrict IV, was a 
member of the Back to the River 
SteerLDg Comminee and had 
rcpteSCnted the County 
Conservation Directors Association 
at ICCB conventions. He was also 
a member of the Pottawattamie 
County Safety Committee, the 
Emergency Task Force and 
Conservation Board. He was lay 
leader at the Minden United 
Congregational Olun::h and had 
served in a number of church 
offices. 

His wife or 33 years and two 
daughters, Kathy Fox of Colorado 
Springs and Suzanne Kadel of 
Council Bluffs survive him, as 
well as his parents, a 
granddaughtrr, other relauves and 
many friends. 

In the eulogy written by Ford 
he S3.1d, "Those of us who knew 
him and called him friend have been 
blessed. and will miss him deeply. 
Those who didn't know him will 
share his vision each time they 
walk m a county park or along the 
Missouri River. They will 
espec1ally share h1s vision as they 

by Kevin Gee, SCT 

Are you finding 11 difficult to 
get a contractor to build terraces in 
the spring or fall? Have the wet 
springs made 11 difficult to get 
terraces built before crops need to 
be planted? Do you have any CRP. 
hay, oat or wheat fields which will 
go back to row crops •n 1998? If 
your answer to any or all of these 
questions is "yes", then the 
summer cost-share program may be 
for you. 

During the June I - August 15 
period, our summer cost-share 
season is available w1th the same 
7500-ft. maxtmum per applicant. 
Tile cost-share continues with 50% 
of the cost rctmbursed for intakes, 
couplings, outlets and 300-feet of 
actual ule line{rntakes installed. 
The tile cost-share will not always 
cover all of the necessary distance. 
but will offer assistance. 

Many of the lower terraces are 
gomg mto the heavier clay soil 
types with hard pan areas that are 
not going to properly drain the 
channels Without tile. 

If there are changes you would 
like to see in the tile cost-share 
program or any other areas, contact 
one or several of the 
commissioners as they plan the 
1998 programs. 

Other projects which are 
available in the summer months 
include the creelt cutback, 
stabilization or livestock crossing 
projects. This is the second year for 
this p10gram which is being funded 
from the county local option sales 
tax montes. 

Many producers have uruque 
problems wh1ch continue to worsen 
over time, and this program can be 
3 great fmancialtool to remedy 

enjoy the Hitchcock Nature Area 
and the Loess Hills." 

Surely one could ask for no 
greater memonam. 

Boeck Construction 
Frank Boeck 
(712) 654-¢682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating 

many of those situations. 
A producer may s•gn up for 

both a terrace and creek proJect. as 
first priority in a given year. 

In the beginning . 
Continued from Page 9 

h1s farm home. One contribution 
he made was the use of bromegrass 
rn conservation. He traveled widely 
to purchase seed and bring it to the 
district. 

Anderson played a key role in 
fonnation of West Pou SCD, the 
Iowa Association of Soil DIStrict 
Commissioners and the National 
Association of CortServation 
DiStricts. He was area vice 
president or the national 
organizauon for several years. 

Others who have in the past 
served the distnct "honorably and 
well" are Harvey Moss, Derold 
Blois. Aoyd Fischer, C. W. 
McNanamy, David StorojohaM. 

John Fischer, Charles Angeroth, 
Gary Thien. Mike Keneally. Gary 
Geise and Don Bladt, who is 
currently on the Shelby county 
board. 

Present commissioners are Mark 
Schnepel, Silver Creek Twp.; Milce 
Dea, Minden Twp.; Roben Young, 
Lewis Twp.; Don McGinn, Lake 
Twp; Roben M. Jensen, Assistant. 
Neola Twp. and Clint Goos. 
Associate, Silver Creek Twp. 

Shelby District 
The Shelby County Soil 

Conservation District was 
organized in 1942, with J. R. 
McKeown and Mike Schechinger, 
both of Harlan, and Julius Lenseh 
of Walnut serving as its first 
commissioners. 

Lensch's service totaled 37 
years. He actively promoted 
cortSerV3tion and helped promote 
the Brome-Alfalfa Club, the 
Nauonal Plowing Match. and the 
Mill-Picayune Watershed. He was 
honored with an outstanding 
commissioner award in 1979. 

Present commissioners are 
Donald Bladt or Shelby Twp; 
W 3yne Krohn of Fairview Twp; 
Hans J. Nielsen of Westphalia 
Twp; Richard Wooster of Jefferson 
Twp. and Ed Lapke of Grove Twp. 

Assistant commissioners are 
Barry Deuel. Cyrus Monson, Joe 
Reischl. Wayne Hansen and Micky 
Leinen. 

Over the past 60 years. 
Box 74 conservation distticts, state 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 conservauoo agencies and NRCS 

I:::::::::::::::::::;::::::~ I have forged what is widely · recognized as a unique and effective 
partnership. Technical services are 

Moores Pumping t:!:~~~~~~..:soo 
Sepdc Tanks, Hog Pits, etc. Cleaned =:'!=f~aturai 

Porta-Potty Rentals man;!:~~eas 3 bridge 

An I An dme between federal, state and local Any event, y p ace, y resource-management agencies and 

Terry Moores , Woodbine local land managers, performing a 
variety of functions and activities (712) 64 7-311 7 in coordinating and implementing 
state and national programs . 
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Winning Envirothon team (story on page 20) 
The Eartham High School Envirotbon team captured top honors at the second annual Iowa 
Envirothon held April 28 at Springbrook Park. Team members, back row, left to right: Ben 
Yetter, Matt Herring, Joe Herriq ud Justin Browu. Front row: Chris Adkins, Tyler Price 
and Craig Nelson. Adkins aad Nelson served as advisors. The team will go to national 
c:o.petltioa Ia Aagust. 

Field Day held 
by MklteUe Zimmerman 

Bema Bend Park was a 
classroom on a beautiful spring day 
in m1d-May. Sixth grade students 
from AvoHa and 5th grade 
students from Rlvers1de parucipated 
in a Conservation Educauon F1e10 
Day. held \fay 10. 

The event was sponsored by the 
East Ponawa11am1e SWCD 
}'resentalions were made by the 
Oep.lltmcnt ol Naturaf Resources 
(DNR) and East .md West 
Ponav. aurume 1\ R CS staff 
personnel. 

Top1cs mcludcd "Budding Your 
Own Watershed • walt:r quahty and 
ha1.ard v. aste !realm en t. a 
survcymg/partlclpanon 
demon~tr.llion. identificauon of 
dilferent fish found m nvers. 
streams. ponds and lakes in Iowa. a 
model farm demonstmuon of 
conservation practices. tree 
comparisons and plantmg of 
seedlings. and discussions of 
conservauon wildlife. 

The field day IS an annual event. 
designed to ancrcase student's 
awareness of the environment 

Trees for Threes 
Tlurd !!rnders from A voHa 

Shelby-Tenant. Riverside North 
Elementary and Walnut Schools 
received a Red Oak 2 to 3-foot 
reedling. Michelle Zimmerman 
.!Jstnbuled the seedlings on April 
16 and 17. 

Charncterisncs of the lrCCs and 
)Ianting instrucuons were diSCussed 
.vith the students. The Red Oak 
Nill grow 10 approximately 60 to 
!0-feet tall and have a 50-foot 
;pead. 

Trees for Threes has become an 
IMual event for the third graders in 
he distnct. This IS made possible 
>y the following sponsors. 

American Interstate Bank, 
.:><maid Ho~en. Oakland State 

Adam Stamp is Scholarship-winner 
The 1m East Pottawattamie 

SWCD scholarship winner is Adam 
Stamp of Walnut. The scholarship 
will be used to further the award 
winner's education at the college 
level. 

Criteria considered for the award 
mcluOes community service. 
character, leadership. an interest 10 
conservation and scholastic 
achievement. A selection 
committee v1ews the applications 
subm1t1ed, with interest man 
agncutural career a prercqursue. 

Some of Adam's extra-curricular 
accviucs revolved around 
basketball. football. Student 
Counc1l. Yearbook Staff and FFA. 

Bank Milton L. H2n~on and 
Hummel Insurance. 

Those w1slung to paruc1pate m 
next year's event may contact the 

East Ponawattam1e SWCD for 
more information. 

He is also active in church affairs. 
His hobbies include basketball and 
FFA projects. 

He plans to attend Iowa State 
University in Ames. to pursue a 
majOr in agnculture. Adams says 
he chose the agricultural field 
because he enjoys farming. even 
though it 1s not the most 
glamorous. "I am proud to help 
feed the world". he staled. 

The district extends 
congratulatiOns! 

Change of address?? 
Please notify us! 

Want to receive the 
newsletter if you are 

not? Let us know! 
Write to 7US N. 2nd Ave., 

Logan. lA fSUS46 

BANK 
Serving your financial needs 

at two locations 
ounlap. 643-5442 

Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri. 
Drive-Up, 8·4 Moo-Thurs., 8-6 Fri., 8-12 Sat. 

Soldier. 884-2255 
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon.- Fri , 8:30-11 Sat. 

Dll 
_...,. -....u~·o. --------· 
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The Devil's Darning Needle 

by Chris Williams 
Naturalist 

One of my favonte summer acnviues 
wbile growing up in Iowa was ... and E:~~ 
still IS • • • fishing . I would never clarm 
to be an exper1 ftshennan and can ren1em1ber·~-.,..~ 
many long. bot summer days w1th endless 
periods of boredom when no fish were biting. 
During many of those q01et times, a pel'SOn 
notices many tranquil and otherwise unnoticed 
aspects of nature. One of these aspects I have 
found most interesting during these quiet times 
was the fearless Dragonfly. 

II visited the tip of my pole and occasionally my bobber. Unconcerned 
with my presence, itlcnew that 11 could swiftly dart away at any moment 
Four large. clear wings that move mdependently of each other. enabled 11 
to move in any du-ect10n. 10cludmg backwards and hovering. It's huge. 
beady eyes stared mall directions m search of food. It's narrow body. 
tapered to a pomt. earned 11 the unusual name of the "De vii's Dammg 
Needle". It's body reflected beauuful metallic colors of red. blue. green ana 
yellow 10 spectacular combmanons. It's legs are designed to grasp any 
small. flying insect w•ltun therr reach. 

A mag1cal insect of summer. 11 is hard to 1magme a world 
wuhout dragonflies. They have been on eanh for over 300 
m1lhon years. with over 450 species in Norb America. 
Dunng a dragonfly's youthful ages. Hlives under water as an 
aquatic 1nsect or N1ad. During this time. lasting several 
years, a dragonfly creeps along the bottom of lakes and 
rivers. A predator of SW'Prise/ambush, it attacks aquatic 
mosquito larvae as 11 does in it's adult stage, flying over and 
around water. 

A beneficiaiiJISCCt to man, dragonflies repiCSCt'lt a part of nature's 
endless beauty and a unique form of life. Be sure to notice all the beauty 
in nature this summer. no matter how large or small 

It's what makes our planet so special. 

New 8000 Series Tractors deliver fast-acting 
hydraulics, extraordinary hitch-lift capacity/ 
and exclusive TouchSef hydraulic controls 
• Four nrw models 161' hp 81CJO, 

IRO·hp 8200, 200-hp 8100 and 
2l~·hp 84()(1. 

• Get up to 2.900 p1i hydraulic 
pr~ssure; up to 30 gpm no,, Jl 
the SCVs. 

• Uft 01erl ~.000 pound\ 111th the 
two largest ffil1Clel1. nw J.I.OOO 
pounds Wtlh the two 1maller 
models (Clptionall. 

• Srt hydraulic rate and Oow trot:: 
your scat, on-the-go. 

• f\CIUIII·e IIOled d(tentsld IOU 

adjust the length of time oii :1011 ! . 
to ~hminatc •1adwrt~nt .e,tr 
kickl>ack. 

• Opuonal dC(ttohrdrauHc deptJ 
control ehmmate1 mC(hJnical 
depth stops 

• FirstlrJctors to feature ful11· 
:mwated row pudJn~e (option.~ 

Warner Implement 

D Woodbine 712- 647·2702 
1~2703 

Missouri Valley 7J.2..6U 4117 
1·800 899 01568 
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Now is the time to 
address ongoing problems 

by Clair Acker 
State Tech 

During the last year we have 
been looking at the problem of 
cutbacks (ovcrfalls) and stream 
degradation to see if we ~ight be 
able to find an effecuve and 
economical way to treat those 
areas. 

After conducting a number of 
surveys. checking damaged areas. 
calculating water volume, 
velocity of runoff and 
topography. cenain facts have 
become quite apparent For one 
an cconomac solunon whach also 
wall assure cffecuve treatment 
wall not be an easaly attainable 
goal 

We are conunumg to vacw 
ccrtaan types of structures an 
other areas of the country. 
auempung to see if they can be 
adapted to serve East 
Pottawattamac na:ds. The di!;tnct 
commassaoners have also 
ancrcased the cost-share total 
amount for an approved structure 
from '\4,000 to $7,000. Thas 
should allow the Soil and Water 
Conservation Distract (SWCD) 
to share the cost of most 
structures at the 50 percent level. 

Most of the sites on whlch we 
are presently woridng require the 
servaces of the Area Engineermg 
Office. and the staff there has 

been very responsive to our 
needs. But even then. the ume 
frame is quite extensive. 

Anyone who has an area which 
they feel should receave attenuon 
for this problem as asked to 
contact the SWCD/NRCS office. 
We would be happy to come 
lool.. at the area and make 
suggestions as to wh~t m!ght be 
done 10 alleviate the suuauon. 

Keep m mmd. however, that 
the area engmeering staff is very 
busy with watershed proJects 
during the summer months 

E Pott 

Bird 's Eye View 

by Michelle Zimmerman 

Have you seen Pouawattamae 
County from the au? 

QnTuesday, June 17.Arlyn 
Danker, Supervisor. and State Rep. 
Dack Weidmen were guests of the 
SWCD Commissioners on a naght 
to observe conservauon pracuccs 
from the rur 

Viewed were the Jeff Krueger 
farm, stream bank structures on 
Walnut Creek, the Armstrong 
Research Farm, Indian Creek and 
Farm Creek Watersheds (1998 
proposed EQIP sites), the Marlyn 
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FARMERS &MERCHANTS 
ES'I: . STATE BANK ·IHH6 

Famous Quotes in Agriculture: 

"Farming looks mlghtly easy when your plow Is a pencil and 
you're a thousand miles from the com. ~e.l~wlght D. Eisenhower 

"Treat the land well. It was not given to you by your parents. 
It was loaned to you by your children. 

... African Proverb 

"The land must be conserved with care since it Is Intended 
to be fruitful for generation upon generation. dYo~t:~~;eo:~he 
the heartland of America have been entruste w 
earth.'s best land: the soil so rich in mlne~ls, the cllmale ~o 
favorable for producing bountiful crops, wrth fresh wat~ an I 
unpolluted air available all around you. You are !tew~o :h~ 
some of the most important resources God has grven 
world Therefore, conserve the land well, so that_your . 
children's children and generations alter them wtll lnhent a~ 
even richer land than was entrusted to you. But also remem er 

hat the heart of your vocation is. While ills true here that 
~rmin today provides an economic livelihood lor th~ far~er, 
sti ll it ~Ill always be more than an enterprise of prohtmaktng. 
In farming, you cooperate with the Creator In the very 
sustenance of life on earth. . •• Pope John Paul II 

Des Moines, Iowa 
October 4, 1979 

For any or all of your banking needs, please call on 
us in Neola or Minden. We wort hard to help make 
your dreams come true ... 111 years of continuous 
banking service to Southwest Iowa. 

300 Front Street • P.O. Box 37 • Neola, Iowa 51559 • (712) 
485·2245 • FAX (712) 485-2351 ~iif::.. FDiC Office In Minden, Iowa 51653 • (712) 483·2611 ~ 

"Let's see now •.• what does th is gizmo measure? 

Envirothon II a "huge success" 

Favorite Recipes 
of NRCS personnel 

Cherry Squares 

1 cup butter or margarine 
I 3/4 cup sugar 
4 eggs 
I tsp. vanilla 
3 cups sifted flour 
I l{l. tsp. baking powder 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 or 2 cans cherry pie fLlling 
Ioppmg 
2 tbsp. hot water 
I Cup powdered sugar 

Cream butter and sugar, then add 
eggs. Add vanilla and beat until 
fluffy. Sift flour. baking powder 
and salt; add to flfSt maxture and 
mix well. Put 2/3 of mixture m a 
greased 10xl5 pan. Top wath 
cherry pae fillmg . Dot remrurung 
dough over the fill mg. Bake at 
350 de g. until batter is set and 
cake as done. Drizzle wuh toppmg 
while still warm. Joann Schulte 

Shelby 

answers. Meanwhile. the graders 
and testmg commutee were 
compiling the results of all the 
exams 

It was extremely close 
competition, but an the end, 
Earlham High School was declared by Michelle Z immerman team to beaL Not only had they the wmner. Second place went to 

won last year, but they had th~ Team 2 from Terril High School. 
The second Iowa Envirothon highest score in any of the regaonal Waverly-SheU-Roclc and Western 

was held Monday, April 28, under competitions. Christian were ued for thiid place. 
sunny sloes. at Springbrook State With the sun shining brightly based on the total score. But 
Park. Fourteen of the expected an<J the temperature at least 30 Waverly-Shell Rock was accorded 
sixteen teams competed for the degrees warmer than last year, the thiid place based on the ue-breaker 
chance to represent Iowa at nat.iooal morrung new by. The teams moved category of aquatics. 
competition. . from site to site, answering Winner of each of the individual 

The competition was close this questions. taking water samples. categories were: Aquatics, Wes! 
year. Last year's winning team measunng trees and •dentifymg Central: Forestry, Earlham ana 
from Waverly-SheU Rock was the animals. Waverly-SheU Rock: Soils, 

For the oral presentation Western Chrisuan: Wildlife. 
Von Weihe farm, several livestock problem, the students had been Earlham and Presentation, 
operatiorts and waste managment gaven a complex problem Winterset. 
lagoons, dry fire hy~ts ~areas involving a watershed. The We were pleased to have 
where future construction IS concerns for the watershed mcluded receaved finanical assJStance from 
planned, lnlplementmg Local a hog lot, sedimentaJ.ion o~ a lake J>!oneer Hi-Bred lntemauonal, Inc .. 
Option Sales Tax (LOST) funds. and changes in the populauon of DuPont Ag Chemacal. Seneca Ag 

Others accompanying Kenneth various fiSh species. Each of the Products, Iowa Pork Producers, 
Martin, plane owner and pilot. "':'ere five-member teams had to present ISU Chapter of the Soil and Water 
SWCD Commissaoner Von Weabe, their recommendation for addressing Conservation Society and the State 
Assistant Commissioner Krueger, the problems in the wa~rshed to a Division of Soil Conservation. 
District Conservationist Greg panel of Judges. Judges mcluded ReJnSCntatives from Pioneer, 
Mathis and SC Technician Clau comrnissaoners, educators and Zeneca and Jim Gulliford of DSC 
Acker. environmental specialists. were at the site to assist with 

Special thanks was given to FoUowing lunch, all of th~ presentat.ioo of awards. 
Marrin for providing a ~bird's eye teams rotated through the tesung Earlham will compete agrunst 
view" of the county. stations again tO d1scuss the over thiny reams from across the 

. ~~~~~~---~---••.;;..••••••••••, United States and Canada at the 
II National Envirothon August 5 

M 0~e5 0 Pl~mbing 
aV\d Well S e rvice 

W oodbine . . 6 4 7-2718 

Watel' Softel'\el's + Septic Systems 

----- ·(712) 643-2281 

" LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague * Dunlap, Iowa 51529 

through 10. Canon U.S.A. is 
sponsor of the natio~ competition 
and wiU award cash pnzes and 
Canon products to the winners. 

We had tremendous support 
from all the volunteers. Thank you 
to all who helped at the district, 
regional and state level. 

Quad-District 
Quarterly 

Newsletter 
715 N. 2nd Ave. 
Logan, lA 51546 

Published four 
times yearly 

USPS No. 170 

Lou Waite, Editor 
712-644-2210 


