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Research Farm the "hub" of t

Lou Waite NRCS/AIS

The Armstrong Research Farm
near Lewis 1s but one of the many
projects of the Wallace Foundation
for Rural Research and
Development.

The Wallace Foundation was
established in 1989 1o "improve the
standard of living and quality of life
for the people of southwest lowa."
The goal was for this to be done by
accelerating agncultural research,
educanon, lechnology transfer and
rural development, Today the
foundation membership numbers
over 2,000 people, drawn from the
nineteen counties of southwest
lowa.

From 1ts inception, the Wallace
Foundation has helped develop and
implement rural development
programs designed to build
economically and environmentally
sound farms. It has encouraged
farmers o strengthen existing
enterprises and establish new ones.

Projects have included
developing new models for
livestock production and
encouraging crop production
strategies which focus on adding
value lo agnicultural commodities.
In other areas, the foundation has
encouraged producers to diversify
farming systems in a manner
consistent with local soil
conditions, topography and weather
patterns. It is also a partner in a
post-secondary education program
that teaches new technology.

So how does the foundation
gain all the knowledge imparted to
landusers and livestock producers,
one might ask. And in answer, one
might say the foundation "practices
what it preaches . . . and teaches.
An outstanding example of that is
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the Armstrong Research Farm.
The 400-acre farm in
Pottawattamie County actually
serves as the hub of many
foundation projects. Much of the
land 15 leased to Jowa State
University's Agnculture and Home
Economics Experiment Station,

which uses it for a vanety of
research activities,

In addition, row-crop and forage
management studies at the farm
focus on strip cropping, insecticide
and herbicide tnals, planting dates
and populations, and weed
management.

Similar studies are camed out at
the foundation’s Neely-Kinyon
Research Farm, a satellite of the
larger Armstrong sile. There, in
Adair County, researchers have
been working to show how
altemative vanieties of soybeans can
be grown and marketed, and how
dairy heifers might be part of a
rotational grazing system.

The moslt recent acquisition of
the foundation has been the research
farm formerly operated by the
Walnut Grove Feed Company west
ol Adannc in Cass County. Plans
are underway 1o establish a leaming
center and a new swine technology
program, (o be conducted
collaboratively with lowa Western
College in Council Bluffs,
Expected to be completed this fall,
the education center will provide
¢lassrooms for credit and non-credit
couarses. It will include facilities for
two-way audio-visual
communications on the lowa
Communications Network (ICN).
The center will also offer graduate
level education courses for residents
of southwest lowa.

The specific swine management
classes will be conducted on the
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he wheel" for many projects

Armstrong Research Farm personnel includes, left to right, Dennis Kent, Bernie
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Havlovic, Kim Jipson, Brian Buzzell, Andy Hitz, Bob Burcham

Swine Research and Demonstration
Farm, an 185-sow modem farrow-
to-finish operation. This farm was
given to the Wallace Foundation by
Cargill,

Dennis Kent

Dennis Kent, Livestock
Supervisor for Swine Research,
stated that results of a survey
among swine producers in the 19
counties brought out some major
concems. In addressing those, the
main emphasis of the research will
be experimenting with three types
of gestation systems:

1) Crated gestation system (in
place)

2) Hoop buildings (domed),
group housing with 30 per group,
deep bedded with com stalks, etc,

3) Group housing, no bedding.
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During Field Days held at the research fa
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Scientist, is shown demonstrating soil permeability.
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rm on June 12, Doug Karlen, ISU Soil
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Kent said that some of the sows
will be farrowed out 1in normal
famowing crates, while others will
be in free-stall farrowing pens.

All the pigs will go (o a
nursery, with progress records kepl
at every stage of their development.
Cooperating producers will be
given the opportunity to purchase
the pigs and keep them at their own
facilities. They too will be required
to keep records and follow certain
requirements,

"We will be looking for people
with two types of swine facilties,”
Kent noted, "to take 150 to 300
pigs and continue in the program.
Our goal is to produce 300 pigs
every two weeks from the swine
farm site.

Al the time of the interview, the
farm site was being remodeled and
new equipment installed. A waste
storage system will be constructed,
and waler quality well monitored.
"We have a permit from DNR "
Kent said, "and are following all
guidelines, rules, regulations, elc.
Actually, we are doing more than is
required, since we are very
conscious of environmental
impacts.”

Gilts (the breed to be decided)
will be purchased in the fall, once
the facility is ready for their
occupancy. Further articles will
appear, as the program escalates,

Dennis Kent has been at the
research farm since 1993. He grew
up on a farm in south central Iowa,
and received a degree in Animal
Science from Iowa State
University. Primarily, he managed
hog farms in North Carolina,
Kansas, Missouri and for Aubum
University in Alabama.

He and his wife Nancy live on a
farm near Atlantic. She is
supervisor of Oakland Foods. Their
son, Daniel, is five. The Kents are

members of Cass County Pork
Producers, and both have served as
officers of that organization, They
attend the Methodist Church in
Atlantic,

Dennis said that when he has
the ime he likes to play “pasture
pool”, explaining with a gnin that
he "doesn’t play well enough to call
1t golf."

Further articles about
Armstrong Farm and other Wallace
Foundation projects/farms will
pertain to the cattle operation,
cropping systems and the leaming
center.

Bernie Havlovic

Bemard (Bemnie) Havlovic,
Armstrong Research Fann
Operations Manager, was raised on
a farm near Brainard, in Butler
County Nebraska and came to lowa
while in elementary school. While
working on his brother's farm, he
became even more familiar with

Continued on Page 2

(See story on page 3)
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“what it takes" 1o follow that
occupation.. He attended lowa State
University, receiving a degree in
Farm Operations, then spent a two-
year haich in the U, S, Army.

He accepled a position as an
Agronomy Technician for ISU, and~
later became superintendent of a
research farm near Kanawha. He
was instrumental in establishing a
research farm near Crawfordsville
and remained there until lowa State
asked him to initiate the Armstrong
project four years ago.

Al the onsel, Bemnie said he was
mvolved with laying out the farm
into different areas for different
types research. Determining soil
types with assistance from ISU and
NRCS, he mied to best allocate
specific parts of the farm for
SPECUIC purposes, according o
terraun. soil type and various other
factors

Conducting fertility tests and
consulting vield statistics of the
basically Marshall soils of the
region, Bemie designated which
tracts would be used for cropping
and ullage systems, forages,
horticultural research, livestock
production, efc.

The first year focused on pasture
renovations, utilizing the ISOIL
maps. Forty acres was divided into
8 paddocks, then into 16, with high
tensile wire on the outer perimeter
and postable inner fencing. Water is

camied in plastic pipes above
ground from a dam site pond, with
some upper areas utilizing well
water. In the gateways, however,
the pipe is buned. The paddocks
were frost seeded with a
combination of legumes (alfalfa,
trefoil, red clover) into existing
fescue/bluegrass.

"Once the farm was established
and laid out.” Bemie recalled, “an
advisory committee was formed.
Our responsibility was to try to
malch field specifications at the
university level and devise plans
which would suit the local
producers. An example would be
specialty soybeans, organically
grown and sold to Japan for tofu, a
food product which is in great
demand in that country.

"Then there is manure treatment
and plots where manure is applied
to cropland. We need to look at
manure as a resource and utihze it
in the proper manner. That is where
rescarch comes in.

"One area in future planning is
the effect of animal compaction
animals grazing on com stalks, for
example — and what effect it has on
the next year's crop. It is a
problem? This study will be done
and analyzed.

"With land coming out of CRP,
we will have (o determine how to
correct fertility and PH when
interseeding legumes without
tllage. We will have windbreak
demonstrations . . renovating one
and planting a new one at the swine

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO MADE THE LEAP

this year.

Brad Cleaveland,
Frank Jones,

Donald Pattee,

Douglas Burmeister,

Griswold,
Lincoln Center Farms,
Milton & Robert Meyer,

Tim Barry, DSM
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The decision to plant a new hybrid or variety of seed,
let alone a different brand, is never an easy one. There
are many things to consider, But when all is said and
done, choosing what you plant is a business decision.
We'd like to thank all of you who made the decision to
plant DEKALB seed- this year.
customers, we're confident our products will meet or
exceed your expectations.
customers, we're glad you're planting DEKALB again

To our first-time

And to our long-time

Hancock, 741-5451
Oakland, 482-3668
778-4571
Walnut, 784-3462
Hancock, 741-5528
Avoca, 343-2376
456-2559

farm. Wells are monitored for
pesucides and reports go to DNR,
which checks them monthly, These
are just a few of the plans being
carried out or to be implemented in
the future.”

Bermie said that more and more
networking is being done with
other agencies, such as NRCS
which helped with strip-
intercropping Studies and low-cost
walerway erosion control structures
utilizing cattle panels.

The farm has had many visilors
and various tour groups, including
FFA chapters, high school vo-ag
classes, members of the Extension
Council, NRCS commissioners
and many others.

A model is being developed
where farmers of the area may
benefit from the results of the
research being camed out. "The
center 15 addressing 1ssues of rural
development and education; 1t is
not just focused on agncultural
research,” Bermie pointed out. "The
center will give the producers the
opportunity to continue their
education and keep up with
progress, Their children wall have
fiber optics to make this possible
as well.

"With completion of the new
leamning center, we will enter into
the next phase -- interaction with
extension specialists staffed at the
site. This will open up new
possibilities as o research.
Specialists will be more "hands-on’
involved with day to day
experiments at the farm and on the
Vanous sies.

"This should produce better
research as well as make the field
specialists more expert at
disseminating information and

relaying or presenting it to the
producers, The whole farm will
become a classroom, with betier
facilities and a wider spectrum 10
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These Water Festival participants appear to be enjoying one of
the activities of the day. See story on Page 11.

present to the general public and
producers.

Then after reflecting for a
moment, Bernie said. "It's always
exciing (o see something
developed which benefits the land

as well as those who take care of il

I'm privileged 1o be a pan of iL."

Bernie and his wife Maureen
have three children: Matthew, a
medic with the army in Korea;
Sara, who graduated this year from
Gniswold high school and Andrew,
a seventh grade student.

Maureen, an avid and proficient
gardener, volunteers her assistance
with the horticultural areas on the
farm. Bernie is a member of the
American Legion. The family
attends Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church in Griswold.

Bernie admitted there is little
ume for recreation or hobbies, but
they enjoy traveling whenever they

can,
Field Day
by Michelle Zimmerman

The East Pottawattamie Soil &

Branstetter Constructlon
“Your soil conservation contractor"

644-2492, Logan, IA

RANDY PRYOR
ALICTIONEER

Woodbine, lowa

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS
FARM AUCTIONS
LAND AUCTIONS

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS

B> MACHINERY AUCTIONS

Phone #
(712) 647-2712

Water conservation Distnict
sponsored one of the demonstration
sites at the Armstrong Research
Farm Field Day on Thursday, June
12,

Darrell Stamp, SWCD
Chairman, commented, "A five foot
deep trench was dug so the public
could observe the different soil
horizons, earthwork activity and
soil structure.”

Dr. Douglas Karlin from the
National Soil Tilth Laboratory in
Ames was present (o explain points
on compaction and permeability.
From the soil pit, Dr. Karlin
created a leaming environment.
Discussion featured guidelines for
good soil health, and included a
question and answer penod
involving observers.

Marlyn Von Wiche, Vice
Chairman of East Pott. SWCD,
said he felt that the soul pit showed
a growing need for future fanming
techniques. He commented, "Good
soil health 1s an important
component for successful farming
and it 15 also important 1o see what
is happening under the soil

surface,”

The Field Day events began al
3:30 p.m, with hayrack tours ol
crop projecis such as soybeans and

narrow row com, with sadehights
including weed management,
manure application rates, soil pits,
no-till alfalfa established into CRP,
CIC.

Following the evening meal
served by the Cass County Pork
Producers, a livestock tour was
held. It also featured information on
fiber, feediot mound treatment,
economics of feedlot structures,
pasture finishing of steers, hoop
structures for hogs, elc.

Special presentaiions were by
the Towa Farm Bureau Federation,
ISU Extension, Research Farm and
NRCS personnel.

Lindeman

Tractor, Inc.

West 7th St.
Atlantic, 1A
712-243-3735

Sales: Rick Tasto,
Duane McFadden
and Lonn Schiueter

Ford * NewHolland
Great Plains * Hinlker,
Kinze * Krause
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The environment
could use

Von Weihe clones

by Michelle Zimmerman
Resource Planner

Imagine yourself as a tourist in
Paris, France, adminng all the
impressionist art, East
Pottawattamie comissioner, Marlyn
Von Weihe and his wife Darlene
were in Paris visiting their
youngest son, Mark, earlier this
year. Mark is an electrical engineer
who does software integration for a
consulting firm. His job had made
him a world-traveler.

Dan, the Von Weihe's oldest
son, is a technology consultant and
salesman dealing with law firms in
western United States.

Marlyn and Darlene have been
marnied for 32 years. Darlene is the
Guidance Counselor for Riverside
North and South Elementary
Schools.

Marlyn has been a
commuissioner for four years. He
feels that water quality will be the
underlying concem for many of our
future conservation programs, Sqjl
erosion in Pottawattamie County
will still remain our main thrust
but still need to work on abandoned
wells as it relates more directly to
water quality.

He says through educating
everyone - rural and urban -
knowledge is required 1o understand
that EVERYTHING affects water
quality. Educating the public on
conservation lechniques and
practices is also a goal Marlyn sees
the distnct working towards next
year. Another goal he would like to
see the district fulfill is getting
nonconventional projects done with
Local Options Sales Tax (LOST)
funds.

The laws that are associated
with cost-share funds, on
conservation practices need to be
more "farmer mendly”. The
construction costs need to be
equivalent to the value of the land
it 15 protecting. For example, when
trying to stabilize a creek bank or
tiling out a wet spol. is it cost-
effective?

Marlyn and Darlene Von Weihe

When asked about the future of
terracing and no-tilling in East
Pottawattamie, Marlyn responded
with "Some farms have been
completely terraced; some farms
never will be terraced, and there are
farms which still need to be
lerraced.” He commented that no-
tilling will continue, but the
biggest concem is the weed
pressure,

Marlyn farrows and sells feeder
pigs. He farms 1600 acres with his
brother, Doug. They no-till both
comn and soybeans. They plant their
com in 30-inch rows and drill the
soybeans.

Some other organizations with
which he is affiliated are the
building committee for the Carson
United Methodist Church; Grist
Mill (an active participant in the
theater, raising funds for the new
roof and also remodeling); and he is
vice president of the Southwest
lowa Farm Business Records
Association.

Marlyn is on the following
commuttees for the district: Annual
Banquet; Newsletter; Trees; Soil
and Water Stewardship Week;
Scholarship; Computer
Information/Technology; No-till;
EQIP core group. He has spoken to
the legislators regarding Hungry

o

Citizens State Bank

Established in 1881
301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, IA 51560

See us for all your banking

needs!
- Checking - Savings - Certificates - All types of
loans :

(712) 482-6431 FDIE
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Canyons.

His hobbies include fishing and
hunting. He enjoys all wildlife,
especially ducks. He also likes
remodeling and woodworking.

As I mentioned at the beginning
of the article, son Mark is a world
traveler. [ believe he inherits that
from his father, because Marlyn and
Darlene are planning a trip to
Alaska in the near future,

| have enjoyed working with
Marlyn and admire his dedication to
promote soil and water stewardship.

The environment needs more
people like Marlyn Von Weihe.
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JERRY McCARTHY
1305 HWY 59

AVOCA, IA 51521

PHONE

(712) 343-2786

Mathis promoted to
District Conservationist

Greg Mathis, formerly serving as
Soil Conservationist at the Oakland
NRCS field office, was promoted
to Dustrict Conservationist in
March of this year. Mathis accepted
the position following the
resignation and departure of Stan
Buman, former D.C.

Greg, a native of Shenandoah,
attended lowa State University,
then entered Volunteers in Service
to Amenica (VISTA) in 1974, He
was stationed with VISTA in
Miami, Florida, where he
supervised the purchase of fruits
and vegeltables for a food
cooperative which provided
supplies to low-income families.

In 1989, he accepted the position
of County Resource Planner in
Council Bluffs. During his tenure
there, he qualified as a USDA Soil
Conservationist. He later transferred
to the East Pottawattamie NRCS
ficld office in Oakland.

The Mathis family moved to
Council Bluffs in November, 1996,
Greg said, "I've enjoyed becoming
and Towegian' again, after 13 years
as a Nebraskan.”

Greg and his wife Francoise have

" three children. Their eldest sonis a

sophomore at ISU, pursuing a
degree in engineening. The second
son will be a junior this fall at
Lewis Central High School in
Council Bluffs and their daughter
will be an eighth grader at Kermn

Junior High School there.

Francoise 15 Supervisor of
Counselors for the Nebraska Job
Service in Omaha. She is also in
charge of Special Projecis.

Greg commented, "I keep busy
with my work and activities with
my family. I am proud that our son
is pledged to my old fratemity at
ISU. My second son 1s "hooked' on
fishing, and has my help’ when
available. And our daughter keep us
busy attending soccer games and
band concerts,

"We usually travel in the
summer, visiling my wife’s
relatives who are scatiered all
around the country, This year,
however, they are all coming to
Council Bluffs for a reunion.”

Greg noted that as the new
District Conservationist, one of his
goals for East Pottawattamie 1s to
increase opportunities for
farmer/producers (o leam about soil
tilth,

"I hope to provide them the
means (o better understand
compaction, permeability and
general soil health, to perhaps
enable them io become better
decision-makers,” he said.

"I certainly have enjoyed working
with everyone in the district in the
past, and look forward to
continuing serving them (o the best
of my ability.”

ONEPASS INGORPORATION

JOHN DEERE
950 MULCH MASTER

* Unique cupped-tooth
incorporator wheels
completely mix
preplant-incorporated
herbicide into the soil
N One pass

» Mechanically kills
weeds and levels the
seedbed in the same
pass

STARTING AT $12,995

* Maintains valuable
surface residue

» Works most efficiently
at productive 6- to 81/2
mph speeds

* Six sizes from 12-feet
B-inches to 32-feet
B-1nches

JOHN DEERE

Stempel Implement, Inc.
30876 450th St. - PO Box 117
Avoca, IA 51521

712-343-6750

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

800-524-9140
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Warren Chambers has "never lived very far from Highway 6"

"1 hope someone Keeps this going. I'd like to think what
I have done will be carried on'.
... Warren Chambers

by Lou Waite

Warmen Chambers s a third
generation farmer who has lollowed
the tradition of hs forefathers.
While still actively involved in a
farm operation with three sons and
other family members, he descnibed
his current duties as being more
managenal.

Of the 1050 acres involved in the
family venture, 950 are planted in a
com-bean rotation, and the remainder
is hayland. Included are 20 acres
newly seeded to alfalfa this spring.

All of the farms have temracing
completed with the exception of 100
acres recently purchased by son
Ward. Warren wryly described
lemacing as a “necessary evil”, whale
admitting he does appreciate the
benefits provided by the structures

He recalled that his uncle built
some of the first terraces in the
county over 50 years ago. They were
laid out by Richard Bullard of the
Council Bluffs SCS office (now
NRCS), and constructed with a 2-16
moldboard plow, "Can you beheve
that*, Warmren asked. "and that they
served thewr purpose for many
years?".

Warren and his wife, Geraldine,
lived on a number of farms,
including that of his uncle. In 1973

they moved 1o thew present location
in Hardin Township

“I've never lived very far from
Highway 6, Warren sand with a
chuckle, then noted that the current
quarter-mile has been the greatest
distance. “If I'm in a field of any of
the farms and can't see Highway 6, |
know I am lost!" he quipped

The three sons all live on nearby
farms, while also pursuing
professional careers. Ward, the
eldest 1s a cardiologist, as is the
youngest, James, Steven, the middle
sibling, 1s manager of an insurance
agency for the Treynor bank.

Greg Mathis, District
Conservatiomst at the Oakland field
office, commented that this is a
classic example of farmers who with
today's economy muslt earn
addinonal income. Warren agreed
with the concept in general, but said
his sons live on farms simply
because they prefer that kand of
lifestyle.

Ward, for example, also has a
large hivestock operation, with one
of Warren's nephews employed at
that site, [In fact, other than part-
time help duning planting or
harvesung, all labor 1s a shared
family effort.

Greg commended the Chambers
for their dedication to conservation,

ADNG

e Seeds into virtually any
condition with mini-
mal soil disturbance.

o New “live” hydraulics
et you set opener
down-pressure in
seconds

o Exceptional accuracy
and depth contre!.
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@™ Macedonia Implement Co.

40459 Pioneer Trail
Macedonia, [A
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GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

Greg Mathis and Warren Chambers

chemicals are being used today, Too
many young farmers are nol using
the little extra time it takes 1o
properly protect themselves. That's
why we have so many instances of
younger farmers and others who
handle chemicals being afllicted with
cancer. That's my opinion, of
course, but statistcs will bear me
out.”

then asked "In regard 1o compliance,
has there ever been any resentment
toward being told what 1o do?’

Warren laughed, then replied,
"Well, everyone complains aboul 1t
to some degree. But 1 have always
felt that if you are going to lake
money from the government, then it
has the right to tell you what you
have to do to get it. No one makes
you sign up for the program, but |
know more and more are dropping
out so they can do as they please.”

Greg good- naturedly reminded
Warren of his first call at the farm.
"Warren wasn't very enthusiastic
aboul my suggestions,” Greg said,
"especially about no-till."

With a gnin and shake of his head,
Warren said, "1 had a million things
on my mind that day. But I have
always felt a good conventional
farmer is also a good no-tiller. You
shouldn't have to be told how to do
it. I am not anti-no-till . . . [ feel
higher residue is the way 10 go . . .
but | am anti-chemical. Too many

When asked 10 predict the future,
Warren said he felt his
grandchildren’s generation would
probably have a stnctly com-bean
cropping system, no livestock, and
use a lot of chemicals. He recalled
reading an item which adyocated 30"
com rows, or even 20", “They want
to grow more on less land.” he said.
He noted that no one "walks™ beans
any more, and a lot of young
farmers have monitors (o take
advantage of the Global Positioning
System (GPS). "Computers are
impacting farming operations as
well as every other area,” he

Mosquito Valley

Ag Supply, Inc.

Jack Stamp

PHI.

Sales rep for
p!gLEER- Pioneer products %

Persia Office: 712-488-2014
Shelby Office: 712-544-2020

HUSZ

CONSTRUCTION CO.

44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD
OAKLAND, IOWA

Lowell (Butch) Husz
Ph. 712-482-6852

ALL TYPES OF SOIL
CONSERVATION WORK
Tim Husz

SITE GRADING
Ph. 712-484-3435
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contirmed

But atter musing lor a moment,
he continued. "This 15 a Century
Farm. My dad grew up just down
the road, and all of us brothers and
sisters excepl one live within three
or four miles of each other.

"I hope some one (of his own
descendants) keeps this going. They
would be the fourth generation, and
I'd like to see it kept in the family,
I'd like to think that what I have
med to do will be camed on and
even improved upon,”

In addition to sons and their wives
the Chambers have 11 grandchildren
who have all been "exposed” to the
family operation at some time or

another.

Warren is a member of the Amber
Masonic Lodge at Quick, the only
rural lodge in the state of lowa.
Geraldine, a retired educator, is a
member of Eastern Star, and a
longtime volunteer al Jennie
Edmundson Hospital in Council
Bluffs. They attend Mt. Hope rural
Methodist Church, and have served
on vanous church boards and as
Sunday School teachers.

Mathis' final comment was: "As
with most producers. there are more
conservation practices which can be
apphlied 1o the (Chambers) land. But
Warren is a commendable example
of the people who have made
changes both in their operation and
i their attitude, however
reluctantly.”

Residue levels
by Greg Mathis, DC

Did you measure the residue
levels in the fields this year? Did
you record il in your conservaton
plan file? Those figures can be used
when or if you happen to be chosen
for a status review, Your
measurements are just as reliable as
those of an NRCS employee. Just
make sure to write them down with
a date.

Residue levels are a big factor in
the soil loss calculations, Higher
residue levels calculate out (o less
erosion levels. That's what
compliance is all about!

But taking that aside, higher
residue Jevels have some common-
sense benefits, 0o. Residue will,
of course, break the impact of a
falling raindrop before it hits bare
soil. This prevents the first stage of
waler erosion. Residue absorbs
moisture, as well as stopping or

« slowing down those little trickles

of water, preventing them from
collecting into a cutting nill.
Residue shelters the ground
from a hot, overhearing sun. It
makes it difficult for weeds to
grow. During a hard, damaging
downpour, residue can collect in

. low spots and act as micro rip-rap,

causing fast-moving water to slow
down.

Residue eventually breaks down
to become organic matter and plant
food material in the topsoil. It does
not need to be under the surface of
the soil to decompose. The
elements needed for decomposition
are in the top inch of soil.

Residue levels should be
considered when deciding your
tillage operation or whether or not
yvou should no-till at all.

——



S4.85 billion EQIP dollars allocated to 8 priority areas

The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has replaced all federal
conservation cost-share programs. County USDA centers will no longer
receive a once-a-year allocation.

EQIP is a voluntary cost-share conservation program designed 10
encourage and support conservation of natural resources on private
lands. It provides producers with technical assistance, cost-share
payments, incentive payments and education/information.

A key element to EQIP is that priorities have been established and
producer applications will be ranked. This includes how well the
conservation work they plan to do will solve resource priority problems
al least cost to USDA.

The 1997 funds are divided between eight priority area pools of
money and a "statewide concerns” pool of funds. Applications compeie
among other applications from within each priority pool.

lowa has been allocated a total of $4.85 million, which will be
redistributed to eight prionty areas and one area with three statewide
resource concemns. Poltawattamie and Shelby counties are located in
pnority area 7; Harrison county is in prionty areas 6 and 7. Area 7
includes parts of 21 counties in southwest Iowa, while area 6
gncompasses parts of northwesl lowa counties. Of the 1otal amount,

$662,000 will be allocated to these areas.

The penod for application began on May 19, 1997, and continues
through August 20, or until all funds ar¢ allocated, EQIP applicants
will be signing a 5 or 10 year contract. based on approved conservation
plans. Each prionty area has its own ranking system.

For example, after May 20, applicants at any of the NRCS/FSA
offices will sign a CCC1200. An NRCS technician will then consult
with the applicant at his or her farm and determine needs and concerns
which are evident, NRCS will develop a ranking for the farm. based on
practices to be applied by the applicant, and the amount of mcentive
paymernils.

By the 20th of each month, NRCS will forward the applications (o a
conservationist designated by the state office to serve each priority area.
Producer applications will be ranked along with other applications in
the priority area, not just within the county from which the application
came. A point system is used, based on the preliminary plan and
worksheet. If the contract is accepted, the producer will be expecied 1o
properly install and maintain the conservation practices approved in the
plan within the time frame indicated.

NRCS offices and each applicant will subsequently be notified as to
which applications were selected 1o receive incentive payments.
Payments are made to the producer when the conservation practices -
specified in the contract are satisfactorily established. One of the

approved practices must be installed during the first 12 months of the
contract.

Those not chosen will be given the opportunity to review and revise
their application if they wish to carry out that option. The application,
whether or not it is revised, will be re-cvaluated with any new
applications received duning the next month. Evaluations will take place
the 20th of each month through August 20, or until funds are depleted.

Foxley Grain Company

Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer

i T "'.‘__ .2 _“': ]
’ s . vy H#L.I-;«e.a:m

Woodbine, 1A Mﬁ&ﬁﬂ:,
PH. (712) 647-2511 FEEDS

¥AX (712) 647-3020

1-800-950-0163

Following are details of the priority areas 6 and 7:
Area 6 - Northwest lowa

Primary Concems:
Soil Resources
Soil erosion by water
Water Resources
Agrichemical leaching or runoff
Animal waste disposal
Secondary Concems:
Soil Resources
Build-up of phosphorus levels
Water Resources
Accelerated sedimentation/deposition
Streambank and shoreline
erosion/degradation
Grazing Lands
Soil erosion
Invasion of brush
Invasion of noxious weeds
Loss of plant diversity
Loss of npanan vegetation
Fish & Wildlife Habitat
Loss or fragmentation of native habitats

Prnimary Concerns:
Soil Resources
Soil erosion by water
Gully erosion

Water Resources
Agnchemical leaching and runofi

- Secondary Concems:

Water Resources
Accelerated sedimentation/deposition
Streambank and shoreline
erosion/degradation
Ammal waste disposal
Flooding
Grazing Lands
Soil erosion
Invasion of noxious weeds
Invasion of brush
Loss of plant diversity
Loss of npanan vegetation
Fish & Wildlife Habitat
Loss of forest or grass cover
Loss or fragmentation of native habitats
~ Loss of ripanan areas
Sedimentation eutrophication of stream,
river or lake

1997 EQIP funds will be focused on controlling soil erosion,

improving water quality, improving grazing lands and developing
better animal waste and nutrient management systems.

Practices will include, but are not limited to, grassed waterways, filter

strips, manure management facilities, capping abandoned wells,
lerracing, integrated pest management, ag drainage wellhead protection
and pasture management,

Other practices include tree planting, windbreaks, stripcropping,

conservation tillage, wildlife habitat management and wetlands
restoration, enhancement or creation.

Producers are encouraged to stop al their county FSA or NRCS office

10 mike application. and/or for further information.

Agri-Land Insurance Agency

East Pottawattamie
SWCD/NRCS Page S
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STEWARDSHIP

by Michelle Zimmerman

Let'a take a few minutes to
envision what is in your backyard.
Do you see trees or shrubs, grass,
maybe squirrels, a few birds, and
how about any butierflies? How are
all of these inter-related? These are
connected by ecosystems.

Ecosystems are the interacting
systems of a biological community
and its non-living environment, and
they also vary in size, Some
examples include plants, animals and
people. Ecosystems are made up of
components including water,
sunlight, minerals and consumers
(plants and animals). Each ecosystem
1§ affected by adjoining areas, What
would the world be like without
these ecosystems?

What is stewardship? Stewardship
i1s preserving the natural resources
which are found in the world.
Stewards are caretakers and/or
managers of the natural resources.
"Backyard Stewardship™ was the
themme of the 1997 Soil and Water
Stewardship Week, which was
observed April 27 through May 4.

What can each of us do in our own
backyard, schoolyard or
neighborhood to practice and
promote positive stewardship?
Planting trees and/or shrubs sowing
wildflowers and native grasses,
building birdhouses and having bird
baths available, mulching bare soil,
composting, terracing the garden,
installing drip imgation, applying
the correct amount of fertilizer and
building a small pond for the benefit
of wildlife.

In my capacity as East
Pottawattamie County Resource
Planner, I visited multiple
classrooms and promoted Soil and
Water Conservation Week with a
small presentationand activity
hooks. '

Remember, each one of us needs
i reward ourselves by making the
world a better place.

John Dalton
Mick Ryan
Ken Taylor

Willard Fritz

i Packaged Plans Help You Save
Farm - Hail - Crop - Life - Health ;
|

| "Old Fashioned Prices; Old Fashioned Service" |

‘ront Door Parking.

2351 HWY 191, P.O.:Box 9, Council Blufts, |1A 51502
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646
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The plow changed history, Remember when?

but no longer has respect by The Oldtimer

by Lou Waite ... every farm had cows which were
milked moming and night, come he—

A promunent conservationist once said, "The public has to set the
needs and priorities. Then we can all work together to come up with
soluttons (0 soil conservation problems,”

Bul the biggest problem facing those early proponents of
conservation was the fact that one person's priority 1s another
person’s unconcern. That hasn't changed.

According to Don Muhm who wrote an early history of the
movement, it was the plow which had a lot to do with drawing
public attention to the new soil and waler conservation concem. In a
way, Don said. that had never been done before.

In retrospect. however, withoul the plow the concem would nol
have existed in the first place, Neither would agriculture, as we know
it today. Actually, the "art” of plowing was once something of pnde.

"Oldtimers” in the area may remember when hordes of thousands
flocked 1o the state and national plowing matches, to se¢ who would
become the "champion plowman.

Politicians hoping for the farm vote and agricultural company
reps, touting their products, provided ao added attraction. Thousands
of rural people and others came 1o the plowing maiches,with the
whole event taking on a camival-like atmosphere.

Extra color was added by the selection of a "Queen of the
Furrow", usually an attractive farm lass chosen from among the
district and regional winners of the contest. The "Queen” presented
the nbbons and wophies at ag cvents, and planted a chaste kiss on the
cheeks ol the winners. It was heady stuff!

Later these lasses were known as "Queens of Conservation”,
which just doesn't have the same "nng" 1o it! Bul the utle was
changed because that concepl was becoming more popular.

But back to the plow -- which is probably the most fitting
symbol of farming or agriculture. No implement designed by man
has been more enduring. But who invented it?

Crude plows were used in ancient Egypt when the pyramids were
new. Greeck and Roman writers made reference to the plow, plowing,
and tilling of the soil.

In the most famous book ever wnitien, old testament scribes
mentioned the plow, which was really little more than a forked stick
pulled through the soil by man himself. Later, it was pulled by draft
animals or slaves, but still was a crude and inefficient tool.

In the early 1600's, Dutch farmers and other Europeans devised the
moldboard type of wooden plow, usually drawn by oxen. History
notes that this was the birth and/or breakthrough of what was to
become the farm revolution. This was also the time when food
production became a viable source.

Centuries later, it was here in the heart of America that
lechnological improvements sel the stage for the ime when a food-
short nation was to become inundated by a mountain of food and
grain.

That achievement came about because in mid-America, pioneers
had to cope with the tough, dense root masses of praine sod. A new
type of implement was developed, one which would peel back the
prawrie sod and reveal the fertile soil undemeath.

That breakthrough was the introduction of the steel plow, the one
single farm tool which can be credited with starting the food
revolution. The steel moldboard plow designed by Deere, Oliver and
others has lost popularity today, but for many years, it was the
primary means of tilling the soil.

The plowing maitches of yesteryear, wherein the goal was to have
the most uniform, straight furrow, good clean plowing cover and neat
ficld ends (tum areas) changed thoughout. Contour plowing was added
after World War II, and the contest continued to grow in concept and
scope. It became one of the most popular ag events of the year.
Terrace building was later added, and conservauon field days were
combined with the event.

But as conservation tillage came into the new age, it was harder
and harder to convince presidential candidates of the advantages of
appearing in a comfield. TV was busy covering other scenes, and
farm lasses found the Queen of Conservation title to be no big deal.
It was time for a good thing to end.

Farm shows are still popular in the area, with sophisticated,
computenzed mega-machines and every sort of modem technology
displayed. There are no Queens of the Furrow, no political speeches
are allowed, and the rare plowing demonstrations feature a chisel plow
pulled by the latest-in-technology tractors. Temace building is still
done, with huge "Cats” roanng and rumbling as they shove the soil
mnto shape.

Somehow, the magic is gone. There are no crowds of onlookers
moving through the field. cheering on the contestants. No fnendly
rivalry or gentle joshing amidst the throng. No acclaim for a simple,
basic accomplishment by individuals who take pride in what they do.

The era ended with little or no fanfare. There are only a few
moumers -- oldumers with pleasant memones of those bygone days.
They will soon all be gone themselves.

And then there will be no one who remembers.

r \ | 0 (et g
President th-y Truman spoke at the National Hmu Match and Soil Con
vervation Field Day, Dexter, 1948.

President Eisenhower spoke at a similar event at Colfax, 1956.

Story at left

Will the real Sioux Bin
please stand up?

Door frama s 1 8” hacx

certainly. . it has for years and years.

Some Sloux bins have been in service for almost 40
years. Sioux bins are designed and built to last...and
last. . .and last.

And, not only do Sioux bins stand up for years, but they
protect your grain too, Put your grain in a Sioux bin. It's like
putting it in a bank vault. When it's well managed, it’s pro-
tected and it's safe.

Look at every part of a Sioux bin. From the heavy, 10
gauge door frame to the rolled roof edge, every part of

’ every Sioux bin is built for
lasting strength and absolute
= grain protection.

Take a look, and you'll see.
Sioux bins are built to protect
your grain for years...and
years. . .and years.

5.9 % simple interest,
subject to change weekly

wOodhine Farm Supply

521 Walker Street
Woodbine, IA 51579

or high water?

.. ... the milk went into the hand-
cranked Delaval or McCormack-
Deering separators (and what a pain
they were to wash)?

... Mom was in charge of the chicken
fiock, and the kids gathered the
eggs?

... - the egg and cream check would
pay for a week's groceries with a
littie left over for rare luxuries?

... . water was bucketed from the
hydrant outside the back door and
heated on the old cookstove, then
poured into a round, galvanized
washtub for the Saturday night
baths?

. neighbors formed crews which
went from farm to farm, helping
everyone with threshing, silo-filling,
harvesting, etc.

. the "hired man® was paid $3{]
per month, plus a cow to milk, a few
chickens 10 lay eggs, and a hog or
beef to butcher twice a year?

.. .. lads walked or rode ponies to
country school, where the teacher
taught all eight grades, also serving
as janitor, nurse and surrogate
parent?

... horsepower was the four-footed
kind. hamessed and collared and
hitched to the plow?

... .‘conservation® was not a topic
discussed in the coffeeshops, and
terracing a newfangled bunch of
nonsense?

.... com was so cheap it was bumed
for fuel?

. N0 one raised soybeans?

. there were fields of wild hay,
umves of walnut and hazelnut trees,
wild plums, raspberries,
blackbermes, and tiny, sweet
strawbernes?

.. .. almost every hill farm had a deep
guily or two, used as dumpsites, even
by city folk who drove out to add
their share?
. .- - the only fertilizer was forked
into @ manure spreader from the
cowbam or chickenhouse and hauled
out to be unioaded on the fields.

.. Farmers were respected?

ﬂ'{ L. Barry
Hlecounting

To serve your ax
and acconnting
needs

418 Walkgr St.
Woodbine, IA

Ph. (712) 647-2323
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Hein's major focus is
on pasture management

"Be aware that the most money is made in the
inventory changes in the herd."

by Lou Waite, AIS

Kenneth Hein of rural Dunlap,
has been operating the family
Century Farm since 1973, In
addition (o the 195 acres
belonging to his mother, Dorothy,
he also farms 185 acres of which
he 1s owner.

All the land, except 55 acres of
pasture and a field of alfalfa, is
used for a corm/bean rotation.
Necessary temracing and other
| conservation measures have been
carned out, following a tradition
begun by Kenneth's late father,
Ralph.

Kenneth's focus however, is on
. establishing an efficient and
effective pasture management
system. While the sysiem was set
up through assistance from Shawn
Shouse of I1SU Extension, and
Gayland Hall of NRCS, Kenneth
has done extensive research on his
own. He has a large library of
textbooks pertaining 1o all phases
of pasture management/rotational
| grazing, and subscribes to a
number of magazines exclusive (o
the subjecl.

One magazine he said "every
cattleman should read” is The
Stockman’s Grass Farmer,
published in Jackson Mississippi,
but covering the entire country.
Kenneth each year attends a
seminar sponsored by the Acres
U5 A. which has been held in
Kansas City unuil this year when
it will convene in St. Louis,
Kenneth also highly recommends
Andre Voisin's book, Grass
Producrviry, which he proclaimed
the "best he has ever read.”

"Actually, John Tarnish, an
organic truck farmer from Carroll,
first got me interested in this,"
Kenneth recalled. "Since then, |
have read everything I could find,
and traveled all over the midwest,
viewing similar operations. It has
been very helpful to learn of other
people’s experiences, their research
resulls, and what they have leamed
first hand.

Other information was gained
“first-hand” by visiting a large

... Ken Hein

caltle/sheep ranch in Tasmania,
Australia, and sites in New
Zealand. "It was very impressive,
to say the least,” Kenneth
emphasized. "My room-mate on
the lour was a farmer from
Wisconsin, who raises peppermint
and spearmint organically. He has
chickens and sells the eggs, but he
also grows com and soybeans. |
think we leamed a lot from each
other as well as from the trip."

Kenneth said that when he was
serving with the Air Force in Viet
Nam, he went to Australia for "R
& R" (rest and recreation). "1
stayed on a cattle ranch during
R&R." he said., "and had always
wanted to retumn. | would like to
g0 again, someday.”

"Kenny", as he is labeled by
friends and family, usually
maintains an average herd of 35
cows and calves. This year,
however, he has 47 cows, most of
which have had calves, and the rest
due to produce offspring soon.
Thus far, only four calves have
not survived.

Kenneth Hein maintains an average herd of 35 cows and calves. This year, however, he
had 47 cows, one of which is shown on the far side of the herd bull.

then added with a grin, "They eat
too much!”

The cows and calves are ear-
tagged, and records such as the
calving dale, birth weight, rate of
gain, etc. are kept. When "worked"
in the fall (vaccinated, medicated,
elc.) they are weighed by
veterinanians. With that
information, Kenny then can
determine the "adjusted 205-day
weight”, considered by the

"Are you my Mamma?"

The cows are a Simmental
cross, bred to a Charolais bull.
Various breeds of bulls have been
used in the past, usually a "three-
way cross.” But Kenny said he
plans to initiate a change, seeking

to reduce the frame of the animals.
"Simmentals are too big." he said,

Top quality fuel
Fast, efficient service

Dwight @ Marian Mills
712-647-2217, Woodbine, IR

E

industry as the average weaning
date. Adjustments depend upon the
age of the cow -- the younger
cows get a larger adjustment (o
weight, the medium-age get zero,
and the older cows get a small
adjustment.

The calves are usually weaned
in September-October (or August,
depending upon pasture
conditions) and shipped to
preconditioned sale barns in
Denison, Dunlap and Moorhead.
Lasl year the calves weighed over
80O pounds when sold in January
and February.

Record-keeping also delermines
which cows to sell and which
calves should be retained as
placement heifers, Kenneth noted.

Kenneth's father practiced
rotational grazing for many years,
and his son has continued and
expanded it for the past 20 years.
The 55 acres of pasture was
divided into 9 paddocks in 1996,
and the largest will be subdivided
this year.

Alfalfa was frost-seeded into
established brome and orchard
grass. resulung in what Kenny

said was an "excellent stand”. "l
think this was due o the fact that
the cows were in the paddocks
when the ground was moist, so
they actually tramped the seed
right into the ground!”, Kenny
said with a chuckle.

"1 tried seeding fescue into one
paddock, but the cows find it less
palatible, They like it in the early
spring whem it is tender, but won't
eat it later.” He said he has noticed
more and more growth of Black
Medico Clover, a native praine
legume which the cattle will eat.

Basin terraces usually hold
enough water to supply the herd,
but well water is available. A
pumpjack, utibizing gasoline
engines, carmes the water through
plastic piping laid above ground.
One engine pumps the water into
a storage tank, and another engine
powers a transfer pump which
flows 1t up a hill 10 where it is
needed.

"I need an electncally powered
cylinder pump.” Kenny said, "and
may change to that in the future.
Cows should only have to walk
600 feet 10 water, and mine have
to walk about 1200 feet, if they
are on the far side of the pasture, |
want 10 add to the pipeline
system, and may have to change
the location of the reservoir. The
3500 gallon reservoir was
formerly a molasses tank which |
got from Co-op, but it works
well. It 1s steel, so no light gets
into it, and thus no algae forms as
it would in a plastic tank".

Fencing is of barbed wire, and
the poly-wire cross-fencing is
charged with a solar fencer. The
cattle are rotated every five days to
a week, depending on the size of
the paddock and the number of
cattle.

"I have found that after five
days, allowing the cattle to
continue grazing reduces the
growth rate of the grass. It is not
how intensive the grazing which
s the prime factor, but allowing
the pasture lo rest,” Kenny stated.
“Last year, | rented another pasture
and put up hay on my own. That
way I will have the hay for
supplemental feeding if I need i."

Kenny said future plans are to
make the needed changes in the
water system, subdivide the larger
paddock and interseed more alfalfa.
He is seeding canary grass, which

will grow in standing water, in the
basins of the terraces, so that
when the waler is gone, the caitle
will have the grass to eal He will
also carry out plans to change the
breed of the cows to one with a
smaller frame.

"If I were asked for advice,
however, the first thing 1 would
say is 'read the Voisin book,
subscribe to the Grass Farmer
magazine, and attend every evenl
having to do with pasture
management that you possibly
can.' "

Then he added, "Be aware that
most money 1S made in the
inventory changes in the herd. Sell
the cows when the price 1s high,
retain heifers when the price 1s
low, and begin building the herd
back. Then sell again when the
price is high.

"A $1,000 cow at the top can
be replaced by a $300 heifer at the
bottom. You can’t make a $700
profit any other way. And the
years when you have insufficient
cows, due 10 whatever reason, buy
stockers at the low prices. There's
no way to compete with that
logic!"

Kenneth attended lowa State,
prior to his service with the Air
Force, and attended courses at
Central Missouri State College
during his period with the
mulitary, After his discharge, he
attended winler quarter farm
operation courses at ISU.

With all this plethora of
information, Kenny still modestly
claims that he 1s "no expen”,

"I'm still leamning,” he said,
"and there 1s much I want to do. |
don't think you can ever have 100
much knowledge, whatever your
field of interest.”

Gayland Hall of NRCS
commented, “Working with
Kenny has been a leaming
experience for me in secing the
results of the applications he has
carmned oul. The research he has
done and the knowledge he has
gained through practical expernience
1$ certainly commendable. It is an
excellent example of what is
meant by efficient pasture
management,”

Whats ups iu
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Overgrown, untamed timber no asset

| program.

by Brent Olson
District/Area Forester

Robert Romeo had 44 acres of
timber in Sections 25 and 36 of St
John's Township which he wanted
to improve for wildlife and future
timber production of quality stems.
His overall objective was to
properly manage the tract in order
to achieve a combination of
benefits. These included wildlife
habitat improvement, wood
production, watershed protection,
species diversity and recreation.

The timber contained typical
western [owa tree species, including
Burr Oak, Black Walnut,
Hackberry, Red Elm, American
Elm, Mulberry, Kentucky Coffee
and Locust. Also present were a lot
of thomy species, such as pnckly
ash and raspberry. The latter growth
was due 1o past abuse of the imber
by cattle overgrazing, which
happened prior to Romeo's
ownership. Since then, the area had
not been grazed for a number of
years, allowing the invasion of the
thomy species.

Existing were numerous pockets
of good quality, pole-sized walnut,
although they needed some
attention, Bob and 1 walked the
timber, allowing me to get an idea
of what he wanted to accomplish,
We discusseed some of the
possibilities for reaching his

PURINA
CHOWS

Timber -- is it a wastelend or a valuable crop? Should it be managed, or just let
go? Will some management now yield benefits or value in later years?

This article tells how a Harrison County landowner improved an overgrown,
untamed timber, with my assistance and incentive funding through the REAP

objective goals for the property. It
was decided that in order to do that,
we would need to implement a
Crop Tree Release System (CTRS)
practice. This thinning practice
would help achieve an improved
wildlife habitat and the best
possible wood production.

Crop Tree Release Managment
System focuses on selecting and
releasing trees that will yield
multiple landowner benefits. It can
also be used to accomplish a single
objective, however, This versatile
system can be applied to both
commercially operable and pre-
commerical stands, It was carefully
designed and researched to help
landowners achieve stewardship
goals for their land.

Trees are chosen which best
meet those requirements. This often
forces some "tough” decisions in
deciding which trees to girdle.
Girdling is a process which takes
place after crop trees are marked and
requires a “hack and frill” approach
using a hatchet. A chemical is then
sprayed into the cuts around the
stem of the tree, to kill it. A half-
inch-deep chain saw cul can also be
made around the tree, then the
chemical applied. Which method 1s
used depends upon the size and type

of tree involved. The resulting dead,

standing trees will make excellent
wildlife dens for birds, small
mammals. elc.

6743344

In Romeo's case, once the
critenia was developed for selection
of the crop trees, the practice of
crown-louching release was applied,
to free those trees from competing
ones. The landowner, being a very
busy individual, decided to have a
contractor complete this task. The
contractor and | worked closely
together, to make certain the
procedures were properly camed
oul. Once released, the crop trees
will respond with accelerated
growth and seed production. These
benefits will help achieve Romeo's
objectives.

While you can improve the
health, quality and overall vigor of
a tree stand by removing the poor
quality species, it 1S important 10
balance this practice with wildlife
and recreational objectives.

Many of the existing walnut and
oak trees in the Romeo timber are
approaching harvest size. There are,
however, many pole-sized walnuts
and oaks coming up in the mid-
range, which need (o be released.

Some areas which have only poor
quality species can be underplanted
with high-quality trees.

Pruning (removal of the lower
branches on quality potential
timber stems) can be done on the
larger diameter walnuts and oaks,
but most of the branches are (00
large for corrective pruning. The

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc.

DUNLAP, (A 51529 DOWCITY, IAS1528 PANAMA, IA 51562

LOGAN, |A 51546

4392535 544-2540
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* Purina Chows
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Custom Application
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Horse Chows
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J & M Wagons Sioux Gates
Peck Augers Husky Feeders
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* Western QLF

Liquids & Protein Tubs

* Livestock Equipment * Seeds

Dekalb Corn & Beans

Golden Harvest Com & Beans
Peterson Beddick Grasses

* Grain
Buy & Sell Grain
Grain Storage
Trucking
Grain Bank Service
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Scholarship winner

by Konda Slagle, Sec.

The Harrison Soil and Water
Conservation District selected
Michelle Lynn Lemke of Dow City
as candidate for the annual
[IASWCDC Aunxiliary scholarship.

Each year the lowa Soil and

Water Conservation Commissioner’s

Auxiliary awards scholarships to
three high school seniors chosen
from applicants across the state. The
scholarships are to be used toward
obtaining a college degree in any

field having to do with agriculture or

natural resources.

Candidates are considered for their
outstanding scholastic achievements,

leadership abilities, community
involvement and financial need,
Winners at the district level advance
lo regional competition, and state
recipients are selected from the
regional winners.

Michelle is the daughter of Larry
and Marge Lemke. Her father is
pastor of the Bethlehem Lutheran
Chaurch in Dow City, and her
mother is a member of the staff at
Crawford County Memonal
Hospital in Denison.

Michelle lists her hobbies as
swimming, music, reading, sports
and working with computers. She
collects post cards and two-dollar

FAX 712-644-3247

bills. She has been very involved i1 |
many school activities having to do
with music, sports, speech, drama
and the Foreign Language Club. She
has been equally active in church an¢
community affairs, and as a hospital
volunteer. She has worked as a
waitress and lifeguard.

She noted in her application:
"My special interest is horses, but |
have never been able to have one
since we have always lived in
town.” Perhaps her future plans will
include fulfilling that longtime
wish.

Paul de Neui, science teacher al
Boyer Valley School in Dunlap |
where Michelle has been a student, |

I
|

said: "In every course of mine she
has taken during the last five years,
she has made a very positive
contribution. She possesses a
special quality which makes her
admired as a student and a person.
She has a very strong work ethic,
coupled with an extreme amount of
goals she has set for herself there is
no doubt in my mind that she will
maximize all of her abilties in
attaining them.”

Michelle plans to attend
Simpson College, where she will
study environmental engineenng.

trees with smaller diameter boles
can be pruned more successfully.

We did not find much of
anything of quality to be considered
for regeneration, so as 1o provide
wildlife habitat or imber
production in the future. CTRS
will, however, improve the
regeneration and increase yields of
acoms, walnuts, etc., in this
woodland and make it a very diverse
and healthy forest area.

No cattle will graze the imber.
Cattle cause many problems and
benefit very little from grazing in
timbered areas.

Bob and I also discussed doing
some underplanting of Black
Walnut, Red Oak and Burr Oak
seedlings in open areas of the

FIRST

timber. Very little regeneration was
anticipated for those spots.

Managing trees for wildlife and
tmber production, as well as the
aesthetic impact, improved
watershed protection and other
benefits, is like growing com and
beans with longer rotations.

Romeo applied for and was
approved to receive REAP cost-
share funds to carry out his Timber
Stand Improvement project (TSI).

75 percent REAP cost-share
funds will again be available i
August of this year. These funds
are allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis. Those interested may
make application at any Natural
Resources Conservation Service
office.

NATIONAL

BANK of LOGAN

Logan, lowa
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Dust Bowl of the 30's may have spawned conservation movement

In the beginning . . .

Don Muhm, in his book fowa
Sail Conservarion - 1939-1979
noted that credit for the start of the
soil conservation movement can be
placed on many things and on
many people. Some would credit
the beginning of the conservation
movement o the penod that
spawned the dust bowl days of the
early 1930's. Hot, moistureless
winds swelled on the drought-
choked plains and whirled dust into
mile high clouds which began to
blot out the sun. Reports were that
fine, red dust from Oklahoma rode
the winds across the eastern half of
the United States and left a fine,
gnilty, disturbing film on the white
steps of the nation's capitol in
Washington D.C.

It was the "dust bowl" - a
graphic, unsettling illustration of
how soil can erode and force people
off the land - which perhaps was
the spark that ignited the
conservation movement, Muhm
commented, "Perhaps it was . . .
perhaps it wasn't!"

It is agreed, however, that one
man, an early leader who eventually
became a giant of soil
conservation, was almost solely
responsible for starting the
movement which has since been a
part of rural life in every lowa
county. That man was Dr. Hugh
Hammond Benneit, a North
Carolinian who was the first chief
of the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, For three decades he
sounded the alarm and warned of
what was happening (o the nation's
valuable soil resources.

The real thrust to do something
about the situation, however, came
from President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt in 1937. In a letier sent
to all state governors, FDR said, in
part, "A nation which destroys its
soil, destroys itself™. This thought
was often echoed by Henry A,
Wallace, lowa native and
Roosevell's Secretary of

Agnculture. The rest, as they say,
1s history.

From the outsel of federal
involvement in soil and water
conservation, however, national
leaders recognized that something
was missing; more - and more

JIM SCHABEN
REAL ESTATE

SELLING BY AUCTION
& PRIVATE LISTING

formal - local involvement and
support. The 1935 law that created
the Soil Conservation Service
foresaw this need and authorized the
new agency "to cooperate and enler
into agreements with, or to furnish
financial or other aid to; any
agency, govemmental or
otherwise."

Using this authonty, USDA
officials drafted a Standard State
Soil Conservation Districts law,
which Roosevelt included in his
letter to the governors in 1937, The
president urged the slates to pass
laws based on this model, staung
that "to supplement the federal
programs, and safeguard their
results, state legislation s needed.”
In this new twist on federalism,
USDA could sign a memorandum
of understanding directly with the
local conservations districts thus
created. Later that year, the North
Carolina State Conservation
Committee was formed as the
nation's first, in Bennett's home
county,

In fewer than 100 years of
farming, one-third of lowa's topsoil
had been lost. That was the main
message in a report to lowa
Govermmor Wilson in 1939, It
sparked the lowa legislature to pass
the soil conservation districts bill
which led to the first meeting of
the lowa State Soil Conservation
Committee on November 30,
1939,

The movement spread rapidly,
and within a few years, more than
half of the nation had been
organized inlo districts, The first
lowa district was in Marion County
in 1940. Today districts cover
nearly all of the nation’s privately
owned land. In the beginning, they
were known only as soil
conservation districts, bul in the
1970's, they became soil & walter

conservation districts.

Ph. 712-647-3260

_
K R K Trucking

Grain & Livestock Transportation

Kevin R. Kuhlman
"Anything - Anywhere - Anytime"

_
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The first Harrison District Commissioners were Harry
Acrea, Louis Culver and Joe Wear, shown in the above
photo. These men and others like them were very
instrumental in giving the soil conservation movement its
initial impetus.

Harrison District

The Harrison County Soil
Conservation District was
organized in 1942, with
authonization received by decree
from the office of the Secretary of
the State of lowa on January 27.
The original application was made
by the first commissioners: Harry
Acrea of Logan, Louis P. Culver of
Dunlap and J. C. Wear of Persia.

Culver served the district a total
of 40 years. He was a member of
the lowa Legislature, and for many
years a member of the Natural
Resources Council, the Westem
lowa Expennmental Farm and in
numerous other capacities, He was
instrumental in organizing
Harmony Watershed.

Harmony Walershed near Logan
was the first in lowa to be approved
under Public Law 566 (PL566) and
the first constructed in the state.
The Honorable Herschel Loveless,

Woodbine, IA 51579
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Govemnor of lowa, was present at
the dedication ceremonies on June
12, 1958.

Present commissioners are
Babetta Lucke of Persia, Chm;
Zane McBride (26 years) of Logan,
Linda Herman of Pisgah, Everette
Wohlers of Missoun Valley and
Anita Mether of Logan.

Assistant Commissioners
include Dwight Mills of Dunlap,
(formerly commissioner for 24
years); David Christensen of
Pisgah; Bill Hammitt of
Portsmouth, Doyle Knadle of
Mondamin (formerly commissioner
for 24 years) and Lou Waite of
Woodbine (former commissioner).

East Pottawattamie
District
East Potlawattamie SWCD was
organized in 1942, with Frank F.
McArthur of Oakland chairman of

See

the first board of commaissioners.
Others were Lester Coons of
Carson and W. W. Weise of Avoca.

Other long-term commissioners
have been CLff Sulle of
Macedonia, commissioner from
1968 through 1987, and associate
from 1988 until the present, and
Ervin J. J. Koos of Shelby,
commissioner from 1959 through
1983, and associate from 1984
until 1995.

Koos was active in leadership
roles at state, regional and national
levels. He held several offices in
the lowa Association of
District Commissioners, including
state presidency, and was north
central regional NACD director for
many years. Locally, Koos helped
with the organization of the
Macedonia Watershed, Bee-Jay
Watershed and Treynor Research
Watershed. He was state chamrman
of the land preservation commitiee
for lowa, and was named an lowa
Master Farmer. He received many
honors in recognition of
conservation work.

Present commissioners include
Russ Brandes, James Twp; Bemie
Bolton, Belknap Twp.; Darrell
Stamp, Lincoln Twp.; Marlyn Von
Weihe, Carson Twp. and Terry
Gleaves, Center Twp.

West Pottawattamie
District

Organized in 1944, West
Pottawattamie SWCD was first
guided by commissioners Glen
Craft, McClelland; Emest Harms,
Underwood, and Don Anderson,
Honey Creek.

Harms was described as "the
father” of the conservation
movement in the county, with
some of the first meetings held at

Continued on Page 18
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Dunlap Fertilizer

Company
for all your fertilizer,
chemical and seed
needs.

Your Fertilizer & Chemical Dealer
365 days a year!

Serving all of Harrison County

We appreciate your business!

Dunlap Fertilizer

Highway 37 Wes!
712-643-5822 Dunlep, lowa

JOHN A. HANSEN,

ASSOCIATE BROKER Woodbine (712) 647-2301

Pisgah (712) 456-2291
Persia (712) 488-2425

LOGAN, IA 51546
712-644-3001
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Larry Kramer and Robert (Bob) Deitchler

Third in a series of articles
concerning the UDSA-ARS
Deep Loess Research Station
near Treynor

by Lou Waite. AIS

Robert (Bob) Deitchler of Silver
City is operator of two hicld-size
walersheds, W-1 and W-2, which
are part of the above-named research
station. The study fields are located
on lands purchased and leased by
the Committee for Agncultural
Development (CAD), a corporation
associated with lowa State
University.

Bob came to the farm in 1960
and operated it pnior to Agncultural
Research Service activities which
began in 1964,

From 1964 through 1995 both
watersheds were planted to
continuous com, implementing a
conventional nllage system. But
last year the farming systems were
changed and the crops planted using
a no-till system for the first ime.
Watershed | is in com/beans only,
half in corn and half in soybeans
each year, Watershed 2 isin a 6-
year rotation of contour strip
cropping. The two systems will
now be compared, plus vanables
which relate to soil and water
quality.

Larry Kramer, ARS engincer
and Station Supervisor, noted that
the research was historically
concemed with rainfall, ranoff and
soil loss. "We are still observing
those factors,” he said, "but the
quality of the ground water and
water in the root zone as well. We
are also observing soil quality,
charactenistics of organic matter,
structure, micro organisms, and
nutrient balance under a rotational
cropping system.”

Bob farms as a tenant for CAD
on a 50-50 cash basis, and he and
Larry confer frequently, discussing
"ways and means, results and
procedures.”

A rotation of com and soybeans
is being used now on W-1. W-2is
in a com, soybean, corn, alfalfa,
alfalfa, alfalfa rotation, which
incorporates 30 acres of alfalfa. On
the whole farm. Bob no-ll planted
60 acres of soybeans, and about 70
acres of com.

"Weed pressure has been the
worst problem of the transition,”

Bob said. "We used a posi-cmerge
and post-plant treatment, and Dual
with Basagran for a pre-emerge.
Dual was used on both the com and
beans, but the post-broadieaf
control in the beans last year was
Manifest.”

A complete no-till planting
system was used this year, with the
ground undisturbed by discing, efc.
Round Up was applied as a bumn-
down, followed with Dual applied
post-plant. Bob uses Basagran on
corn, and Basagran and/or Pursuit
for broadleaf weed control in beans.
He explained that Basagran is an
"old fashioned” herbicide, used
because it is effective on comn and
beans, but does not adversely affect
alfalfa in adjoining field strips.

Larry affirned that "Basagran
has been the best choice for us, but
it may not be available in the
future, so a change may have 1o be
made in that area.”

Larry went on (o state that in
1996, it was discovered there was
an extreme need for lime in the
soil, due to the years of continuous
comn. Lime was applied in
anticipation of the need, then the
alfalfa sowed. "It didn't do too well,
so we added more lime."” he

MIKE WELLMAN

Deitchler says farming used to be more simple; less interesting

A "rain simulator", shown above, applies 2 1/2 inches of moisture per hour to
prepared plots at the research farm. RunofT and soil-loss collection devices allow for
waler measurement and sampling. The results are then compared to field
measurements of runoff from natural rainfall.

recalled. "We had a thin stand,
resulting from the low pH level.
We leamed that in order to make
the changes we did, we should have
started the previous year in
bringing the soil to the proper pH
level. Thus year, however, we see a
big improvement, and the first
cutting of alfalfa resulted in a 1 3/4
ton per acre yield."

A bit ruefully, the men also
recalled that last year's 3rd cutting
was "more foxtail than alfalfa®, but
that too has improved. They said
that alfalfa is new to the research,
so they are learning how to manage
i.. Every year of the rotation, a pew
stnip of alfalfa will be drilled in
com stalk residue. This year, part
of the strip was interseeded with
bromegrass, and the rest is solely
alfalfa. This will allow the research
team 1o compare the yields of the
two plantings. After three years,
the alfalfa strip will rotate back to a
corn crop. It is planned to use
Round Up after the last cutting of
hay to kill the alfalfa and brome,

"The dead residue will cover the
ground all winter,” Bob said, "then
com will be no-tlled into the
residue in the spring.” Larry
emphasized, "We also haven't done
this as a research project before, so
it will be another leaming

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY
EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS

BN

expernience.”

Bob commented that he has
always liked to apply Nitrogen (N)
before planting, but this year on
the W-2 com strips, N will be
side-dressed at a rate of 64 Ibs. per
acre, as determined by late spring
soil testing. On W-1 com, N will
be side-dressed at a 120 Ib. per acre
rate. "Our goal is to have the crops
in 105-foot wide contour strips,
carrying out the 6 year rotation of
c/bic/afafa,” Bob said. We are
trying to achieve a better soil
quality along the way, as well as
keeping tabs on the economy and
changes in farm operation. We
want to achieve something which
preserves soil and water quality and
is also profitable.”

Larmry said, "We are monitoring
Dual and Nitrate levels below the
root zone in the fields by extracting
soil and water samples. "We are
measunng the same things in both
ficlds — one of which will always
be com/beans only, and the other
the 6-year rotation which includes a
hay crop. This way we have a direct
year-{o-year companson from
adjoining fields of the aspects Bob
mentioned.”

Bob laughed and commented.

KOCH

AGRI SERVICES

"You know, it used to be simple
when it was just continuous com,
but now it's a lot more
complicated.” Then he added, with
another gnn, "But you have 1o say
it is also more interesting.”

Bob and his wife, Barbara, have
been mammied for 40 years. They
have three sons, David of Lincoln,
John of Treynor and James of
Omaha. Three grandchildren are
their "pride and joy", Michael and
Matthew who are twins, and
Mitchell.

Barbara is employed at the
Treynor school, working with the
hot lunch program. The family
attends St. John's Lutheran Church
in Mineola.

Bob admitted that while tme
does not permit too many hobbies,
he does enjoy "restoring and
playing with" old tractors. He has
ten of these, including a 1925 John
Deere, a 1925 Qil Pull (Rumley)
and a 1929 John Deere. His
"playthings™ have been among the
antique machinery displays at
vanous events in southwest lowa.

WALTER WELLMAN

BOX 39
IA 51559

PHONE

NEOLA, 485-2416

ANsdemors
Comnstruetion
Conservation work of all
kinds!
Walt & Gary
712-485-2094 712-488- 3843

26966 Major Ave.,
Neola, IA 51559-6046

FERTILIZERS, CHEMICALS
SCOUTING - CUSTOM APPLICATION
GPS & OTHER AGRONOMIC SERVICES

712-741-5473 OR 1-800-578-2902

HANCOCK, IOWA




West Pottawattamie SWCD

305 McKenzie Ave., Suite 1, Council Bluffs, IA 51503-1017

Page 11

Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987

i, - "ir‘:'

-5

Shown are some of the 1500 students and others taking part in
the Water Festival

Water activities for Sth
graders a big success

by Angie Mann, lowa AWWA  scveral of the displays and
Coordinator activities. There were also radio
interviews and newspaper photos

Giant bubbles, lowa fish,
Environmental Bingo, talking
waler molecules, water races. These

tap:.n. and articles about the festival
Since the festival, many

are just a few of the activities in positive comments have been
which more than 1500 lowa fifth  received about the success of the
graders participated on May 13 at event and the importance of
the 1997 Towa Children's Water providing an avenue for children to
Festival at Des Moines Area leam about the environment. This
Community College in Ankeny. success could not have been

The event was co-sponsored by  possible without the more than 200
the Iowa Section of the American festival volunteers. These consisted
Water Works Association, Des of local high school students, water
Moines Area Community College  utility staff, retired teachers, retired
and the Des Moines Water Works, DMACC employees and DNR staff

Fifth graders representing 33 members.
schools from across the state Michelle Zimmerman, East
converged on the DMACC campus  Pottawattamie County Resource
and spent the day learning about Planner, and Julia Gubbels, who
Iowa’s most important natural holds the same position in West
resource — water, Each class Pottawatlamie, were presenters
participated in three interactive the festival. .
classroom sessions, visited an Michelle's demonstration,
exhibit hall, played Environmental duning which the students
Bingo or "Dripital Pursuit”. They  participated, was "Building Your
walched an environmental play Own H2Oshed. The topic
"Water Works" and sang along with  interpreted by Julia was "The
music entitled "A Sip of Song". Percolator."

Presenters, exhibitors and
performers represented a broad range
of lowa pnivate companies, state
agencies, county conservation
boards, natural resource
conservation districts and state
universities. Also, the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency in Kansas City provided an
exhibit-and two classroom
presentations, and a man from
Plainfield, [llinois brought a small,
working model of a water tower.

Lt. Governor Joy Coming
attended the festival and viewed

B e e — =)

Ken Hekter

Construction

All types of
conservation work;

General earth moving.
29480 Delta Ave.
McClelland, 1A 51548-6110

712-487-3167

Your past and future
business
is appreciated
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Arbor Day shows
love for trees

by Julia Gubbels

Arbor Day is a special day 1o
show our love for trees. Trees give
us beauty, shade, frmt, nuts, wood,
wildlife cover, protection from wind,
and produce oxygen (o help us
breathe. They also hold soil in its
place to present erosion.

West Pontawattamie SWCD and
Midwest Walnut Company work
together annually to present the
Arbor Day program. This year,
approximately 1100 first grade
students from fifteen schools
received a Colorado Blue Spruce
tree, provided by Midwest Walnut.

In addition lo receiving the trees,
a 20-minute program featured the
history of Arbor Day, the
iportance of trees and instructions
on their planting and care.

The programs were conducted
with the assistance of the local FFA
chapters, Master Gardeners from
West Pott ISU Extension Service
and County Resource Planners of
East and West Pottawattamie
SWCDs.

March increase
for cost-share

The cost-share rate at the West
Pottawattamie Soil and Water
Conservation District has been $ 45
per cubic yard. At the March
meeting, the district commissioners
voled to raise the rate to $ .50 per

Cody Bahrke, Donnie Smith (back) Erik Pedersen,
Alisha Renaud (back)

Poster contest featured
"Backyard Stewardship"

by Julia Gubbels Approximately 60 students and their
) . families were invited to attend the
Area students in Kindergarten Poster Ceremony, sponsored by the
through seventh grade participated in  conservation district. The ceremony
the 1997 Soil and Water was held March 3 at UMBA Hall in
Conservation Poster Contest. The  Underwood. The posters were on

schools taking part were Lewis display at the site. Following the
Central Middle School, Tri-Center ~ awards ceremony, cake and punch
Elementary and Underwood were served.

Elementary. The posters featured the  The four students whose posters
theme "Backyard Stewardship”, were selected (o advance to regional
which emphasized what eachof us  competition were also recognized.
can do in our own backyard, They were:

Division I, grades K & 1, Cody
Bahrke, Kindergarten, Tri-Center.
Division II (grades 2 & 3), Erik
Pedersen, 3nd grade, Underwood.
Division I1I, grades 4-6, Donnie
Smith, 6th grade, Tri Center.
Division IV, grades 7-9, Alisha

schoolyard or neighborhood to
practice and promote posilive
stewardshap.

Along with the County
Naturalist, I as West Pottawattamie
SWCD County Resource Planner
wenl to each of the schools and

cubic yard. The rale was increased ~ Prescnted a program relating to the  Renaud, Tth grade, Lewis Central
based on a cost-analysis done for the Poster theme. This is done to give  Middle School.
previous year’s terrace work. the teachers ideas which can

The rate of 50-cents per cubic yard POSSibly be incorporated into the The West Pottawattamie SWCD

was effective immediately following Student’s studies. It also gives the

the meeting. Fall carryovers where
construction is already started (dint

was pushed) will stay at the old rate.

Anyone having questions may
contact the office at 712-328-2489,
or stop at the office for further

information.

Heavy equipment repair
Both shop and field
service
Equipment & Parts sales
New & wused Utility
Trailers

Underwood,
(712) $66-2381

1A

would like to thank those who

students ideas for their poster participated in the anuual poster

content. .
: . : contesl. Congratultions (o the
First through third place winners ¢ qonic cei”ine o ing posters
were selected from each grade at the 0y promoted stewardship.
three participating schools.

Without the farmers who
-strive to conserve our land
and its resources, we could

not do business.

We thank them for
their efforts!

BUNGE
CORPORATION

3218 Second Avenue
Council Bluffs, IR 51502

712-328-2389 800-373-0036
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Wins scholarship

by Julia Gubbels

Each year the lowa Association of

Soil and Water Conservation
District Commissioners
(IASWCDC) Auxiliary sponsors a
scholarship awards program. Three
scholarships are given at the state

level to semiors, to be used to further

their education at the college level

while pursuing programs of study in

any field of agnculture or natural
resources,

Critenia for the scholarship
includes leadership, scholastic
achievement and need. Each district
submits a candidate for the
scholarship to the Regional
Director, and they submit one
application for the selection of state
monetary awards.

The West Pottawattamie SWCD
selected applicant Kevin Dea 1o
represent the district at the regional
level.

Kevin is the son of John (Mike)
and Sally Dea of rural Minden. He
graduated in May from Tn-Center
schools and plans o major in
Agricultural Engineering at lowa
State University.

Kevin has also been involved in

Kevin Dea

church and community activities,
including community beautification
projects for Student Council,
volunteenng at church sales, and
umpiring Little League baseball
games. In addition, he enjoys
playing golf and working on his
dad’s and neighboring farms.

West Pottwattamic SWCD would
like to congratulate Kevin and wish
him the best in future endeavors.

ENVIRONMENTALLY DRIVEN

=E CHNOLOGY

A new environmentally driven technology is
4volving. It invalves a new way of thinking about and

manaqing your crops. It provides you
the opportunity for long term profitability

coon)

and environmental stewardship for the

land. It is AG=21.

T
(Fanmiand. |

Farm Service Company

1020 South Eighth Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51501

825-3T1
644-3038
642-3939
485-2443
622-8161

e 9251155
. D2r1i2
487-3223

.. 966-2388

Cost-share for summer terraces

West Poltawattamie local
option sales tax funds can be used
for summer construction of
terraces. This tax money will be
used (o guarantee cost-share if
producers arrange 10 have land
available for summer construction.

The tume frame for summer
construction i1s between June 1 and
September 15. These are the dates

between which the contractor has (o

begin carthwork. Those individuals
interested are required to sign an
application in the SWCD office,

A spokesman for the West
Pottawattamie Soil and Water
District Commissioners said, "We
hope that the guaraniee of up to
$40,000 cost-share allotted for
summer construction will help
producers decide to set land aside in
oals or other short-term crops. This
will provide the contractors a place
to work during the summer
months.”

Further information may be
obtained by calling 712-328-2489.

Master corn- bean grower's contest

The Agniculture Committee of the practices in crop production for the

Council Bluffs Area Chamber of
Commerce is sponsoring the 1997
Master Com and Soybean Yield
Contest for West Poltawattamie
County.

The Master Conlests are
coordinated by the lowa Crop
improvement Association and
conducted by the Chamber's
Agriculture Committee o promote
the use of good seed, encourage the
development of new techniques and
lo promote the use of good cultural

betterment of lowa agriculture.

Anyone growing comn or soybeans
15 eligible to enter the contest under
divisions including conventional
ullage. conservation tillage, no-till
and contour farming,

Contact John Dalion at Agri-Land

Insurance, 712-325-0011 (1-800-247-

0646); or Rick Killion at Mercantile
Bank of Council Bluffs, 712-323-
7521 to sign up and receive contest
information.

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION

Terracing
Conservation Work
Tree Cleaning

Purina

Neola 485-2230,

32527 270th St.
Neola, lowa 51559
712-485-2493, Home
712-566-2475, Shop

Dams
Dirt Work

Site Grading

Hancock Elevator, Inc. [N

Elk Horn 784-4116

&

A thought for
the earth

If the earth were only a few feet
in diameter, floating a few feet
above a field somewhere, people
would come from everywhere to
marvel at iL

People would walk around it,
marveling at its big pools of water
and its little pools of water, and at
the water flowing between the
pools.

People would marvel at the
bumps on 1t and the holes in it, and
they would marvel at the thin layer
of gas surrounding it and the water
suspended n the gas.

The people would marvel at all
the creatures walking around the
surface of the ball and the creatures
in the waler,

The people would declare it as
sacred because it was the only one.
and they would protect the greatest
wonder known.

And, the people would come 1o
know beauty, and wonder how it
could be.

People would love it and defend
it with therr lives, because Lhey
would somehow know that their
lives, their own roundness. would
be nothing without it . . .

.+« . if the earth were only a
few feet in diameter.

CHOWS

Avoca 343-2339, Shelby 544-2638, Oakland 482-3588,
Walnut 784-3399, Griswold 778-2701,

Why should we be your Grain Merchandiser?

*Competitive, on-the-farm bids. We run our own fleet of
trucks to give you fast, reliable service.
*Fast, convenient payment. We can handle uneven splits and
CCC payments. We'll pay you in 24 hours or less on
any shipments delivered to our elevators.
*Averaging the entire lot of grain for moisture, damage and
test weight can make the difference in your pocketbook.
*No fees for weighing or inspection. If you are tired of paying
the terminals to look for a reason to dock you,
bring your grain to us.
*Complete, grain merchandising
forward sale, basis, price later, minimum price
| and deferred payment contracts.
*And finally, "The Money's Good"! Those three words describe
the way we run our business. We are a fully insued, state -
licensed grain indemnity fund participant.

service. We offer cash sale,

We Request the Honor of Your Grain Business!
Call us today, toll-free:

1-800-769-9966 Elk Horn

1-800-451-0919 Hlnmt_‘:k.
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WEST POTTAWATTAMIE SOIL & WA TER CONSERVA TION DISTRICT

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS ‘96 PERSONNEL

Randy Williams, Hazel Dell Township-
Mark Schnepel, Silver Creek Township
John M. Dea, Minden Township
Dan McGinn, Garner Township
Clint Goos, Keg Creek Township

Chairman (*97)
Commissioner
Chairman (*96)
Commissioner
Commissioner

Robert F. Young, Lewis Township———— Assistant Commissioner
Raobert Jensen, Neola Township—————————Assistant Commissioner

NRCS PERSONNEL
Lyle Peterson District Conservationist
Tom Bottoms Soil Conservation Tech
Lois Crawford — =Soil Conservation Tech
Ray Frana WAE
NTY PERSONNEL
Julia Gubbels- Resource Planner
WEST CENTRAL DEVELOPMENT - (Assigned)
Mary Ann Hood Senior Aide
NO-INTEREST
LOAN PROGRAM
Allocation 4/23/96 $ 16,837.00
Supplemental Allocations 20,500.00
Terraces Completed-—-———-—3% 13,954 00
Unobligated balance on hand
January 30, 1997 $ 288300

The West Pottawattamie Soil & Water Conservation District
thanks the Department of Soil Conservation and the lowa
Legislature for making these funds available. We always attempt to
use the money most effectively, and hope you agree we have done
$0 again this year,

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY
LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX FUND

Balance as of Januarv 1, 1996 A $ 1925916

1996 Quarterly Payments : $ 9920743
Total expended for practices. ...533,807.20

Balance as of January 30, 1997 ettty 82030

We would like to thank the Pottawattamie County Board of
Supervisors for their far-sighted support of soil conservation, The
dollars they have invested in soil conservation these past years will
pay off in benefits to county improvements and in protecting the
productivity of our soils.

Kevin Ring
Bulldozmg .

Bullduzlng - Terraung Building Site
Grading * Clearing * All Kinds of Dirt
Work * Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt &
Asphalt

712-485-2431 Neola, IA

Native Grass Seeds - Wildflowers - Custom Seed Cleaning

Heyne Custom Seed Services

Bruce A Heyne, Owner

26420 510th Street
Walnut, lowa 51577-4110

Telephone: (71) 784-3454 Fax: (712) 784-2030 Mobile: (712) 245-0227
email: HEYNESEEDSOnetina.net
homepage: http/ Www.netins.net,/showcase/bluestem,/ index_html

R e e )

IM AND 3M FUNDS ARE THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FURNISHED BY THE
DIVISION OF SOIL CONSERVATION, STATE OF IOWA

FINANCIAL REPORT

IM BUDGET Allocation, July 1, 96 - June 30, ‘97 $ 2,500.00
Supplemental Allocation October 18, 1996 ————- 500.00
Supplemental Allocation May 10, 1997 meemee 355.00
Commissioners’ Travel $1,10793
Office Supplies, Expenses, Dues-——- 1,437 55
Total expended as of 1-30-97——% 2,545 48
Balance on hand January 30, 1997 —$  B09.52
JM BUDGET Allocation 7-01-96 -$ 41,035.00
96-97 Supplemental Allocations 76,371.00
Total expended for terraces $ 7432613
Unobligated balance on hand
January 30, 1997 $ 4307987
M BUDGET Allocation 7-01-95 —$ 40,760.00

95-96 Supplemental Allocations 20,000.00

Total expended for terraces $ 57,650.71
Unobligated balance on hand
January 30, 1997 —-% 3,10929
REAP PRACTICES Allocation 9-01-95 e $ 11,538.00
‘96 Total expended for practices-——-5% 9928 18
Total recalled by state |,609.82
Unobligated balance on hand
January 30, 1997 S 0.00
REAP FORESTRY/ Allocation 9-01-95-—- - e $ 269500
NATIVE GRASSES Supplemental Allocations e e 5,000.00
96 Total expended for practices- -$ 7,693.00
Unobligated balance on hand
January 30, 1997+ —$ 000

Corn
Milling

Blair, Nebraska

GARGILL

» Year-round market for your corn.
Currently grinding 170,000
bushels daily

» For market
information and
for current corn
bids (old crop
or new crop)

1-800-228-7038

locally 533-4238

* Merchants available

7 am-5 pm A
Mon-Fri

Agri Grain Marketing

Council Bluffs, IA

* Year-round market for your corn and soybeans

* Easy access from Interstate 80 & 29

* Efficient truck unloading

WU
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Why keep crop
residue records?

by Jeff Darling, SCT

If you are trying to do a beticr
job of erosion control by using
crop residues, il 1s imporntant o
know what amounts of residue your
tillage system is leaving.
Measuring crop residue 1s the first
step, but it's also important 10 keep
wrilten records.,

Records-keeping helps you
measure your Own progress, and
also helps you in showing others
what you are doing to control
erosion. Your records could be
important in showing progress
toward conservation compliance or
water quality goals, for instance.

Good records will support intent
to control erosion with residues in
the evenl that weather or poor crop
yvields cause reduced residue levels.

You could measure and record
residue levels after each field
operation 1o test those operations.
Or, simply record the percent of
ground covered after planting. In
both cases, crop residue levels are
an important part of your record-
keeping system.,

It is important that you know the
effect that each tillage operation has
on residue levels.

How to measure crop residue

Use any line that 1s equally
divided into 100 parts. Fifty foot
cable transect lines are available for
this purpose. A 50-foot Lape
measure using the 6-inch and foot
marks also works well.

Stretch the line diagonally across
the crop rows. Walk back along the
line, looking for residue undemeath
the marks. Count the number of
marks that have residue under the
leading edge when sighting from
directly above the mark.

It's important to use the same
point on each mark for accuracy.
Don't count residue smaller than
1/8 inch in diameter.

Walk the entire length of the
line. The total number of marks
with residue under them is the

Buffer strips on the Boettger farm are lush and green

Native grass buffer strips benefit
the land and also wild creatures

by Bill Hammitt
Conservation Technician Aide

Contour grass buffer strips have
become a common erosion control
practice on the Shelby County
landscape the past few years. A
unique example of this practice can

be found just north of Highway 44,

west of Harlan, in Section 16 of
Lincoln Township.

Located on the Estelle Boetiger
farm, these buffer sinps are seeded
to native grasses such as big
bluestem and switchgrass.

While most buffer strips are

percent cover for the field. If your
line has only 50 marks, multply
by 2. Repeat the procedure at least
3 umes in different areas of the
ficlds and average the findings.

For purposes of crop residue
values for soil conservation
systems, the residoe cover 1s
measured afier each planting.

A Crop Residue Management
Kirt 1s available for use or sale at
the Soil Conservation office. The
kit contains a line for counting
ground cover, a crop residue
management guide, a video tape
about measunng and managing
crop residue and a fiekd-by-field
record book. The kit sells for
$13.50.

YOUR WILSON EXTRA

Built-in protection
against disease

Thanks to Wilson's exotic germplasm,
many of our hybrids are naturally
resistant to diseases

Precision Genetics
The right plant in the right place

Highway 44 ‘East, Harlan, IA
1-800-747-1200

seeded 1o bromegrass or alfalfa,
these native grasses provide the
same erosion control, plus
additional wildlife benefits.

Native grasses, such as big
bluestem, were part of the original
tall-grass prairie found in lowa
before the homesteaders came. This
grass can grow as tall as 6 to 8 feet
on fertile soils, It stands well over
the winter, providing excellent
winter cover for wildlife and good
spring nesting cover.

Bill Boettger, operator of the
farm who seeded the grasses, said:

"The border strips are an
excellent place for the pheasants 1o
hang out, but also attract predators
such as coyotes looking for an easy
meal."

He said all concemed were well
satisfied with the erosion control
benefits of the native grass stnps,
although they “took longer 1o
become established than brome or
alfalfa.”

Boettger noted that even deer had
been seen 10 "hang out” in the
strips dunng the winter.

Summer tree tips

After trees have been planted,
there are a few things which can be
done to insure that they will thrive
this summer.

1) Sometimes what isn't done to

newly transplanted stock is just as *

important as what is done. Bare
root stock should not be fertilized
at planung ume. The roots are very
fragile and susceptible to bumning,

2) Spring planted stock can be
fertilized in the fall of the first year
or the next spring with the proper
fertilizer for the species.

3) If a dished area is not left
around the tree 1o collect waler

when planted, build one and remove Eg

the sod to prevent competition for
water and nutnents.

4) Tree mats or mulch such as
wood chips, grass clippings, straw
or even several layers of
newspapers can be used to hold
moisture in the ground and prevent
weed pressure.

5) Tree sheliers can really help
get new plantings off to a quick
start and will also act as protection
against animal browsings and
windbum.

6) A good idea any time, but for
certain the first two years, 1S 10
make sure the plants get one inch
of water every ten days. In the late
fall, increase to soaking the ground
every week until the ground freezes,

Frederiksen's "farewell" _
as District Conservationist

Dear friends:

/have been fortanate to kave been associated with
the ﬁaﬁy gmﬁy Soit & UWater Conservation
District for lhe past three years tparjr; Chis
tine, [ have worked with a large mumber of people
who volunleer many hours mafﬁr; .ﬁeﬂy Count. 'y a
greal place to lwe and work.

[ wit? wiss of’ ag( Jo4 as / aceepl my wew poskion as
Golden 11it/s Kesource Conservationist and
tpmfapuﬂrt Coordiator at Oaklond

&4/{« cm-tfy kas tremendoas potentinl as locol
people work Lo protect and enhance the resources
kere. [ am inpressed by the mumber of people
volunteering Choir Line Lowards the communiy. The
board of supervisors, walersked board dirsctors,

counly commilee, conservalion district
commissioners, ehy couneils, ma yors, conlraclors,
farmers, Leackers and many others dowate their Line
fo make &a/ﬁy 0#&«5; a better place.

Let me say thank gou and wish you continaed
success i the fulure

\ﬁw:ug{g,
ﬂ:r(éy /raafsﬁzf.rn

KINZE 2600 Planters

' plg planting capacity &

2 * tor loday |
Tt:;m:::':?l::h planting challenges:

1o transport 18
I ngle or double disc openers,

Liguld or 41y “ﬁ“‘:“ W narmow

- g-
rplant W 5"t :
%S « row unlts wiirame & 1OV ualt

e ﬂl;ﬁt::‘w“m: residue management

See your Kinze dealer today!

Sorensen Equipment
Box 446, Harlan, 1A 51537
Ph. 755-2455

- T T - TR - e R e
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Native Minnesotan now manages Shelby county roadsides

"My immediate goal is to turn this roadside
program into one of the top in the state!"

by Lou Waite, AIS

In January of last year, Bret
Grundmeier came to Shelby
County to fill a position for a
department newly initiated in the
county, that of Integrated Roadside
Vegetation Management. It follows
therefore (hat Bret's title 1s
"Roadside Manager™.

Formerly employed by the
Forest Service in the Black Hills of
South Dakota, Bretis a graduate of
South Dakota State College in
Brookings He received a degree in
Park Management, a course which
stressed agriculture and biology.

An IRVM brochure states its
objective: "Using current
management practices to establish
and maintain a safe, stable, low
mainienance roadside that is
attractive and healthy for humans
and wildhife. lowa's roadsides border
an exiensive network of federal,
state and county paved and gravel
roads. Averaging about six acres of
roadside per mile of road, we have a
potential resource base of almost
600,000 acres of roadside across
lowa."

Impressive staustics, but the
nexi question would be, just what

does a roadside manager do?
] "I work closely with the

secondary road engincers and shop
foremen,” Bret informed. "When

they regrade roads or clean ditches,
it is my job 1o reclaim the
disturbed site. This 1s done by
planting warm season prairic
species — grasses, forbs,
wildflowers, etc. This is the same
type of vegetation that was
growing in lowa when the first
European settlers amved. Since it
1S native to the area, it thrives
without losing vigor and dying

| back in a few years.”

Special equipment is required to
achieve all this, and usually several
laborers are hired 1o operate the
seeding dnlls, tractors, broadcast
seeders, sprayers, elc.

“In the past, not enough
altention was given o seleclive
spraying and desirable species were
being killed,” Bret said. "But now
we spot spray, and the crew is

. . » Bret Grundmeier

trained to identify desirable species,
and spray only what is not wanted.
Using herbicides is an important
part of the IRVM program. Plants
requiring control are identified and
specific herbicides used dunng the
plant's most vulnerable growing
time. That is part of the
‘management’ [ dictate.”

Bret explained that there 1s an
underground "battle of the rool
systems” for nutrients and water in
the soil between weeds and
desirable species. For example,
Canada thistle can out-compele
smooth brome and Kentucky
bluegrass for water and nutrients,
Bul because of their very exiensive
root system, native grasses, such as
big bluestem, can out-compele
weeds from ever getting
established.

“The ultimate benefit of
managing native grasses, therefore,
is that pesticide use and mowing
costs decrease and wildlife habitat
value of roadsides improves.” Brel
informed.

Since IRVM is new lo the
county, a permanent headquarters
and storage area has not been
established, Tentative plans are (o
locate a new building somewhere n
the county. One possibility is the
Nishna Bend Recreation Area on
the Nishnabotna River one-half
mile southeast of Corley. This
popular tounist attraction features a
tall grass prairie, a short grass
prairie and native wildflowers. But
Bret said no definite decision for
headquariers location has been
made.

A part of his management
domain are the counly cemeteries.
"They are the only thing lefi in the
state with original native prairie,"
he noted, "which has never been
tumed by a plow. They are
managed in cooperation with the
various cemetery boards, who allow
us to harvest some of the seed to be
planted in other locations. Seed is
expensive. It is hard to get a good
stand and to have the proper
equipment to harvest it. Much of
this must be done by hand,
although there are "flail vacuums”
which can be used.”

2%
-

Bret Grundmeier, shown at the Nishna Bend Recreation Area near Corley, does not like to be

"ofMice-bound"

Bret said that a seed stripper
purchased last year was used to
harvest seed throughout the county.
The seed was then used (o establish
plantings in other parts of the
county at a substantial savings.

Funding is the same as that of
the secondary road department
through the county board of
supervisor's budget allowances,
Some funds are received from the
Living Roadway trust funds
allocated by the lowa Department
of Transportation (DOT). Grants
are sct up specifically for road
departments such as the one he
manages, Bret pointed out. But
they can be used 1o obtain seed,
seeding equipment, etc. which
alleviates county budget expense.

An interesting sidelight 1o Bret's
occupation is that he attended the
lowa Law Enforcement Academy
during the winter, and is a "bona
fide" conservation officer. As such,
he is responsible for supervising
the Elk Horn Creek Park, but has
the right 1o "arrest and detain”
violators anywhere in the state.

Bret's home turf is actually
Hinckley in northern Minnesota,
His wife, Cheryl, whom he met at
college, is a native of St. Paul.
Cheryl is a dental assistant in

FUTURES/OPTIONS TRADING

GRAINS & LIVESTOCK

Competitive Rates - Rapid Execution
Knowledgeable Personnel - Toll Free Lines

TOLL FREE 1-800-492-43172

Farm Service Cooperative
I"O. Box 429, larlan, A 51537

Harlan.

Bret admits to being an "avid”
fisherman, and enjoys bow-
hunting. He also enjoys intramural
basketball, baseball and softball as
a member of local teams.

It is obvious that he also enjoys
his job and is dedicated 1o achieving
goals set for himself and the
county.

"1 try to work with the farmers
and landowners,” he said. "What 1
do borders their land, so if we can
work together, it benefils me, and
hopefully them as well. I can help
plan bumings, and in establishing
buffer strips and headlands, etc. It's
nice when they agree (o put these
into native grasses and forbs. They
thrive much better than brome, are
drought resistant and better for
wildlife and erosion control.

"I enjoy being outside, doing
‘hands-on’ work myself, rather than
being office-bound,” Bret admitied
with a grin. "And I also like
talking to the landowners and
maybe convincing them to consider
my ideas.

"My immediate goals are to tum
this roadside program into one of
the top in the state! It's getting
there, but we have a long way to
go.”

Then after pausing in reflection
for a moment, Brel said, flashing
his warm smile, "Someday, I hope
to be a park manager."

A wise man asks questions . . .
a fool never does. Don't hesitate
to question something you do
not understand.

Specializing in

428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741

LeRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414
Debbie Harris 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647-2712
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426
Jim Rock 547-2996; Patly Kelley 647-2544
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Brothers share farm operation
agree on conservation viewpoint

by Lou Waite, AIS

"We are going to have 1o make a
living on this farm for the next
thirty or forty vears,” said Wayne
Peterson of rural Harlan, with a
chuckle. Then on a more serious
nole he added. "We must keep it as
productive as we can. not only for
our benehit, but for our kids as
well."

His brother Carl nodded in

planted 900 acres of com and 700
acres of soybeans in the fields
protected by the extensive terrace
system. They also no-tilled 300
acres of com into bean stubble, and
60 acres of beans into standing corn
stalks.

"Some of the landlords question
no-ull," Wayne said, "and we respect
their opinions, But more and more
of them are becoming convinced
once they see how well it works,

agreement, and added, "It's only good We like 1o think we helped convince

sense (o look ahead and do what we
must to be more prosperous down
the road.”

The brothers agreed that they
practice conservation forthose
reasons, not because they were
compelled to do so by the Food
Secunity Act (FSA) of 1985,

Wayne and Carl, fourth generation
farmers working together in
partnership, said they were "bom
into farming.” They admitted they
were fortunate 1o have a dad and an
uncle who gave them the
opportunity to begin farming right
out of high school. Since then, they
have invested all thewr profits back
into the land, and now their
operation encompasses 1900 acres

owned, cash rented, or share cropped.

Included 1s the family farm, still
owned by their mother, Mae.

All but 40 acres of the land 1s
highly erodible, so over 15 miles
of terraces have been completed on
the various tracts. Lasl year they

them that no-tilling is the wave of
the future.”

The Pelersons stated that they felt
most of their gencration has realized
the benefits of using good
conservabon measures in their
farming operations, and thereby
developing a positive attitude which
influences those more wary of
change,

"Actually, we are working toward
using a corn-bean rotation on 3/4 of
the land, with terraces, "Wayne said,
“and with our terracing basically
completed, we are in compliance
with our FSA plan and nearing our
goal.”

The brothers have taken advantage
of state and federal cosi-share, and
have a ten-year, no-interest loan. But
they also have spent funds "out-of-
pocket” to further their progress.

Wayne and Carl both expressed
their appreciation for the assistance
received from the staff at the Natural

What makes ounr
powershift the
most advanced?
it’s simple.

ROBINSON IMPLEMENT, INC,

Cora Street * Box 257

Irwin, Iowa 51446-0257

\ Ph (712) 782-3171 * Fax (712) 782-3173

meEme e = TR e

Wayne and Carl Peterson value the truth of the conservation concept . . . "it pays!"”

Resources Conservation office.

The brothers are also commutted
to a farrow-to-finish hog operation,
raising around 2,000 head each year,
and they have a herd of B0 cows and
calves, The calves are finished and
sold, except for a few heifers retained
"once in a while” for breeding
purposes. They buy their herd bulls,
rather than raising them.

The Petersons have four
permanent pastures of 10 or 12 acres
each.rotating the grazing among
these. Each year, they also have
about 50 acres from which they
harvest one cutting of hay, then
pasture it for the rest of the season.
This area is established in a different
location periodically. One-half of the
grain raised is used for feed, except
some soybeans which are marketed.

Wayne, his wife Lon and their

chaldren, Stacie and Jason, are active
in community and school affairs,
They attend Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in nearby Jacksonville,
where Lon has taught Sunday
School and is serving as church

Carl 1s also actively involved in
local interests and attends the same
church.

Both brothers are members of the
Farm Bureau, the Shelby County
Caitle Producers and Shelby County
Pork Producers. Carl is past-
president of the latter.

In a combined statement, with
both Wayne and Carl contributing
their thoughts, the Petersons said,
"You always need to keep
conservation in mind. We would do
it even if it was not mandated. We
have seen the changes brought about

Hit Pay Dirt
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changes which have come aboul,

NELSON FARM SUPPLY

606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, IA 51537

712-755-3115 1-800-772-6184

by good conservation usage. and e
we want (o keep open-minded for
the future. Because of all the
advancements in equipment and the
mechanical and technological

conservation has come easier, and
will contnue to be made easier as
nme goes on. ]

"It has proved itself. and will 1
continue (0 do so, in our opinion,
they concluded.

— .

Cheeseburger Pie

11b. ground beef
1 1/2 ¢ chopped onion
1 ¢ shredded cheddar
cheese
11/2 ¢ milk
3/4 ¢ Bisquick
3 eggs

Brown hamburger and
onion; drain. Mix milk, eggs
and Bisquick, mix well. Add
cheese, then hamburger and
onion mixture. Pour in

greased pie pan. Bake 30

min. at 400 deg. When done,
let set 5 min. Cul and serve.

CONSTRUCTION

|
GERALD L. RING |

S0IL CONSERVATION
'WORK OF ALL KINDS

NEOLA, 1A 51559

| SHOP: 712-485-2247

HOME: 712-485-2022




| This structure has been controlling the flow of Mosquito Creek

for 26 years. Many more ot its kind are needed, but funding is

difficult to obtain.

Note: While not intending
disrespect for a serious event,
this article is written more as a
personal observation. A

. straight-forward account
appeared in newspapers
earlier. My sincere thanks to
David Ohlinger, "assistant
photographer”. Lou Waite

Mick Leinen, Bob Grote and Jack
(Buzz) Wendt, as well as the
remainder of the Upper Mosquito

| Creek Watershed Board of
Directors, could rest easily. The

| long- anticipated and anxiously
awaited 40th anniversary watershed

| lour was over and had been declared

a decided success.

ISHELBY COUNTY
STATE BANK $

The weather on Frniday, June 13,
was beautiful, and everything went
as planned, from beginning to end.
How often does that happen? And
on Friday the 13th??

Early armivals at St. Mary's
Pansh Center in Portsmouth were
treated to coffee or tea, huge
cinnamon rolls and cookies. The
refreshments were by courtesy of
area banks. (Can you picture all
those bankers, clad in ruffled
aprons, baking cookies early that
moming!)

The large room was soon hilled
with chatter, as old acquaintances
and new caught up on "what's
happemung.” Many discussions
concemned the dry weather, with

We support conservation, and commend our
farmer clients for their efforts toward
preserving natural resources.

e

Offices (area code 712);

Harlan, 755-5112
Elk Horn, 764-5067

Portsmouth, 743-2715

Shelby 544-2626
Panama, 489-2424
Irwin, 782-3155

remimscences of droughis of the
past.

Babetta Lucke, Chairman of the
Hamson County Commissioners,
and | conversed with State
Representative Donna Hammitt-
Barry. Donna has always been very
supportive of ag and conservation
activings. In the legislature, she
has "slugged it out 1oe-to-toe” for
our cause many times. But it is
difficult for me to treat Donna with
the deference she deserves because |
have known her since she was in
diapers! (She is very gracious aboul
this, however.)

Mick, board chairman, gaveled
the meeting to order at 9 a.m.,
welcomed those present, and
introduced an impressive list of
VIP's. I won't try to list them, for |
surely would omit someone, and
these people have long memories.
How else do you think they survive
in politics or at high-level
administrative positions?

The legislators were lauded for
their support of agnculture and
conservation in general; the
walershed programs and the Hungry
Canyons Alliance in particular.
Some of them responded with bnief
remarks, expressing their interest
and concern. Their sincenty was
pretty apparent. At least they had
the proper information and
terminology. (Good secretanes,
maybe?)

First of other VIP's who had an
active part in the agenda was Gregg
Hadish, NRCS GIS Specialist. In
his customary precise and well-
documented manner, Gregg
presented slides and background
commentary on "stream
stabilization efforts.” Gregg is
moving on o a new position, as 1s
Many Braster. Both have been
with Golden Hills RC&D and a
tremendous assel to the area. We
commend their gain, but mourn our
loss.

Jim Gulliford, Director of the
lowa Division of Soil
Conservation, keynoted the
importance of watersheds in
conservation and gave five reasons
why the concept is so vital. Babetta
and I were most impressed by
these:

"Concentrate on doing a better
Job of public information -- tell the
story to the people who don't know
about it; use an ‘Emie Aust'
approach by looking for resources
available to solve problems, and
find ways lo make them work the
most efficiently at the local level.”

I have a lot of admiration and
respect for Jim, not only as a
professional, but as an individual.
And I can remember when his now
graying hair was brown! (At least
you still have hair, Jim!)

Lyle Asell, Assistant State
Conservationist, gave an overview
of NRCS plans for future watershed
treatments, funding, eic. "The
public needs to know", he affirmed.
His main message was that where
funding is concerned, nothing is
certain, so keep the wheel
squeaking!

I used the opportunity (o comer
Jeff Zimpnch, Area
Conservationist, about a publicity
idea of mine. Jeff always looks a
bit uneasy when he sees me

(o ask for something, ! presume, if
only 1o pick his braimn, (It's like
getting free advice from your doctor
when he 1s off-duty). Jeff 15 another
dynamic young man who has been
ratthng a few cages since he came
to the area. (With good results, |
hasten 1o add.)

The audience was attentive and
appeared to be interested. . . . at
least no one took a nap. Questions
were asked and answered. The
busses (Southwest lowa Transit)
amved and were boarded for the
tour. Babetta and [ were the only
women on bus 2. (And they say
women gabble like a bunch of
geese! HA! These geese all had bass
voices!)

Ed Seidel, Acting DC at Harlan,
was the commentator on our bus,
giving information and
explanations concerning what we
saw from the windows. We stopped
at several of the sites, where a more
detarled account of what, why,
when, how, elc. was given.

Al the last, we walked across a
field of narrow-row sovbeans (o
rcach the creek. Babetta and | tned
to fit our feet into the narrow space
without destroying too much of the
bean crop. We finally decided on a
sidewise gait which probably made
us resemble a couple of waddling
ducks, Enroute, we noticed the
men, stnding smashingly along.

Shelby SWCD Page 17
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Upper Mosquito Creek 40th anniversary tour
R e et SR 'L _ approaching. He knows | am going Maybe they knew more about bean

mortality rates then we!?

We viewed five structures, some
recently completed, some which
have been serving for a number of
years. We were impressed by the
last one, which was installed 26
years ago (see photo). The banks
of Mosquito Creek in that vicinity
are grass-covered and not sloughing
away. The channel there is
narrower. Obviously, the structure
has served 1ts purpose, and also
obviously many more of its kind
are nceded. As Shakespeare said,
“therein lies the rub®, for money is
also needed.

Babetta and I both had the same
thought: If structures such as this
could have been built where they
were needed long years ago, at
yesterday's costs, millions of
dollars would not have had 1o be
spent today, And even at vast
sums, 1t 1s oo little, too late. 1
suppose someone would say that is
typical female logic. If so, then we
need a few more females i this
racket!

Some VIP in Washington, the
tale goes, said thal watersheds are
not “environmentally friendly”, and
therefore PL566 and the like need
not be funded.

Don’t tell Grote, Leinen, Wendl
or their peers that! You might not
want 1o hear their reply
#%eS@&*%)!

CHARTING A COURSE
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD

Grid mapping is one of modern farming’s most important new

_technologies. And no one knows how to make it pay off for your
farming operation better than your local FS Crop Specialist.
Using the FS GREEN PLAN®, he'll help you to analyze vital crop-
ping data — from soil sampling to yield monitoring — in order to
provide you with accurate, site-specific recommendations. Give
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start charting your
course loward optimum yield and maximum profits.

Agriland FS Inc.

Logan 644-2620 * Avoca 343-6386 * Harlan 755-5141
Underwood 566-2313 * Griswold 778-2134
Malvern 624-8612 * Audubon 563-2675
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A tribute to the late LeRoy Kadel

Greg Mathis, District
Conservationist, recognized
LeRoy Kadel as a man who saw
educating the young as one of
his main missions in life,
"LeRoy believed that the
outdoors was an excellent place
to teach children about
wildlife, as well as learning
about our environment,"
Mathis said. "He was always
willing to assist with an
environmental field day for
students, or be involved in
some other teaching
opportunity. He is missed by
all who knew him."

Kadel, Director of the
Pottawattamie County
Conservation Board, died very
suddenly on April 10 at Mercy
Hospital in Counctl Bluffs.

He was laid to rest on April 12
i the Minden cemetery, not far
from the family farm where he had
been raised, and where he and his
wife Lynn had lived since 1970.
He was not allotied his four score
years and ten. He died at 53.

He had farmed with his father
until the past year, had formerly
been a railroad transportation clerk,
then owned a building business and
was experienced in the construction
ficld. He had accepied the position
with the Conservation Board in
1993,

B. J. Balm, Daily Nonpareil
wnler, described Kadel as "a great
communicator and a man of vision;
a forceful man when needed and one

not afraid 1o share his opinions”.
He was known as a "hands-on
administrator”, Balm said, who
could be found on weckends
working with the rangers in the

parks or visiting with campers and
fishermen.

Lynn Ford, a Conservation
Board member and personal fnend,
said Kadel did not limit his scope
of interest (o the county park
system, although he was
mnstrumental in bringing about
many improvements therein. Under
his direction, the park system was
enhanced by the employment of a
full-time and also part-time
naturalist. His efforts also led to
the expansion of the Hitchcock
Nature zrea north of Crescent.
River conservation was important
1o him, as well as recreation,

"He was a 'doer’ and not held
back by what appeared 1o be
restraints,” Ford said. "The word
‘can’t’ was not in his vocabulary.
He worked trelessly, often at
personal sacrifice. He negated the
practice of ‘because that's the way
we have always done it' with new
and innovative ideas. He always
scarched for a better way.”

Cindy Thompson, Conservation
Board Secretary, said: "LeRoy never
stopped thinking about how he
could improve our parks and what
people would enjoy using. One of
his many visions was to build a
gazebo by the lake at Arrowhead
Park. As a tribute 1o LeRoy, the
gazebo will be built during the
summer by Conservation Board
staff and volunteers.

“The Pollawattamie
Conservation Foundation is also in
the process of completing a hand-
crafted ‘giving tree”, which will be
on display at the Hitchcock Nature
Area Lodge. This lasting memonial
will also be dedicated in LeRoy's

Dunlap
Farmers Co-op

Offers a full line of
products and services

FEED - FERTILIZER - CHEMICALS
FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS

CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS
TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,

FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS
CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS

TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,
DRYING AND HAULING
ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES

Elevator (712) 643-5342

Shop (712) 643-5993

memory."

It was noted that anyone
wishing 1o join the memonal effort
could do so by sending their
contribution to the Pollawattamie
Conservation Foundation, 223
South 6th Street, Council Bluffs,
[A 51501, The donation is tax-
deductible.

Mark Shoemaker, ranger at
Long's Landing, met Kadel as a
park intem in 1992. "Under his
guidance, interns did more than just
mow the grass and pick up sticks,
"Shoemaker recalled. "We leamed
how to build buildings, dig ditches
and protect the environment.”

Ammowhead Park Officer Dave
Fischer added, "He not only told us
what was expected of us, but he
would work right beside us and
show us how 1o do it correctly.”

Both men agreed that Kadel
made certain the skills interns
acquired could be passed on o
others. Sometimes the summer
internships helped young people
decide which career they wished 1o
pursue.

Kadel was president of the
Missoun River Preservation
Authority, had served as president
of the lowa County Conservation
Board (ICCB) for District IV, was a
member of the Back to the River
Steering Commitiee and had
represented the County
Conservation Directors Association
at ICCB conventions. He was also
a member of the Pottawattamie
County Safety Commiltee, the
Emergency Task Force and
Conservation Board. He was lay
leader at the Minden United
Congregational Church and had
served in a number of church
offices.

His wife of 33 years and two
daughters, Kathy Fox of Colorado
Springs and Suzanne Kadel of
Council Bluffs survive him, as
well as his parents, a
granddaughter, other relatives and
many fnends.

In the eulogy written by Ford
he said, "Those of us who knew
him and called him friend have been
blessed, and will miss lum deeply.
Those who didn't know him will
share his vision each ume they
walk in a county park or along the
Missouri River. They will
especially share his vision as they

Box 74

Boeck Construction

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating

Manilla, lowa 51454

Moores Pumping
Septic Tanks, Hog Pits, etc. Cleaned

Porta-Potty Rentals

Any event, Any place, Any time
Terry Moores , Woodbine

(712) 647-3117

Size up your

by Kevin Gee, SCT

Are you finding it difficult to
get a contractor to build terraces in
the spring or fall? Have the wet
springs made it difficult to get
terraces built before crops need to
be planted? Do you have any CRP,
hay, oat or wheat fields which will
£0 back to row crops in 19987 If
your answer 10 any or all of these
questions is "yes”, then the
summer cosi-share program may be
for you.

During the June 1 - August 15
period, our summer cost-share
season is available with the same
7500-ft. maximum per applicant.
Tile cost-share continues with 50%
of the cost reimbursed for intakes,
couplings, outlets and 300-feet of
actual tile line/intakes installed.
The tile cost-share will not always
cover all of the necessary distance,
but will offer assistance.

Many of the lower terraces are
going into the heavier clay soil
types with hard pan areas that are
not going to properly drain the
channels without tile,

If there are changes you would
like to see in the tile cost-share
program or any other areas, contact
one or several of the
commissioners as they plan the
1998 programs.

Other projects which are
available in the summer months
include the creck cutback,
stabilization or livestock crossing
projects. This is the second year for
this program which is being funded
from the county local option sales
lax monies.

Many producers have unigue
problems which continue to worsen
over time, and this program can be
a great financial tool to remedy

enjoy the Hitchcock Nature Area
and the Loess Hills."
Surely one Icnuld ask for no

greater memonam.

‘ Frank Boeck

(712) 654-5682
Or 800-654-1134

summer!

many of those situations.

A producer may sign up for
both a terrace and creek project, as
first priority in a given year,

In the beginning . . .
Continued from Page 9

his farm home, One contnbution |
he made was the use of bromegrass |
in conservation. He traveled widely |
to purchase seed and bring it to the |
district.

Anderson played akey role in |
formation of West Pott SCD, the
lowa Association of Soil District
Commissioners and the National
Association of Conservation
Districts. He was area vice
president of the national
orgamization for several years.

Others who have in the past
served the distnct "honorably and
well” are Harvey Moss, Derold
Blois, Floyd Fischer, C. W.
McNanamy, David Storojohann,

John Fischer, Charles Angeroth,
Gary Thien, Mike Keneally, Gary
Geise and Don Bladt, who is
currently on the Shelby county
board.

Present commissioners are Mark
Schnepel, Silver Creek Twp,: Mike
Dea, Minden Twp.; Robert Young,
Lewis Twp.; Don McGinn, Lake

Twp: Robert M. Jensen, Assistant, b

Neola Twp, and Clint Goos,
Associate, Silver Creek Twp.
Shelby District

The Shelby County Soil
Conservation District was
organized in 1942, with J. R.
McKeown and Mike Schechinger,
both of Harlan, and Julius Lensch
of Walnut serving as its first
COMMISSIONETS.

Lensch's service (otaled 37
years. He actively promoted
conservation and helped promote
the Brome-Alfalfa Club, the
National Plowing Maich, and the
Mill-Picayune Watershed. He was
honored with an outstanding
commissioner award in 1979,

Present commissioners are
Donald Bladt of Shelby Twp;
Wayne Krohn of Fairview Twp;
Hans J. Nielsen of Westphalia
Twp; Richard Wooster of Jefferson
Twp. and Ed Lapke of Grove Twp.

Assistant commissioners are
Barry Deuel, Cyrus Monson, Joe
Reischl, Wayne Hansen and Micky
Leinen.

Over the past 60 years,
conservation districts, state
conservation agencies and NRCS
have forged what is widely
recognized as a unique and effective
partnership. Technical services are
provided to land users, as well as
financial assistance and broad-based
educational programs for natural
resources conservation and
managemenL

Districts serve as a bridge
between federal, state and local
resource-management agencies and
local land managers, performing a
variety of functions and activities
in coordinating and implementing
state and national programs.

W



Winning Envirothon team (story on page 20)

The Earlham High School Envirothon team captured top honors at the second annual lowa
Envirothon held April 28 at Springbrook Park. Team members, back row, left to right: Ben
Yetter, Matt Herring, Joe Herring and Justin Brown. Front row: Chris Adkins, Tyler Price
and Craig Nelson. Adkins and Nelson served as advisors. The team will go to national

competition in August.

Field Day held

by Michelle Zimmerman

Botna Bend Park was a
classroom on a beautiful spring day
in mid-May. Sixth grade studenis
from AvoHa and 5th grade
students from Riverside participated
in a Conservation Education Field
Day, held May 10,

The event was sponsored by the
East Poltawattamie SWCD.,
eresentations were made by the
Depanment ol Natural Resources
(DNR) and East and West
Poltawattamie NRCS stalt
personnel.

Topics included "Building Y ous
Own Watershed”, water que 1[1'} ud
hazand wasie treatment, a
surveying/participation
demonstration, identification of
different fish found in nivers,
streams, ponds and lakes in lowa, a
model farm demonstration of
conservalion pracuces, tree
comparisons and planting of
seedlings, and discussions of
conservation wildlife.

The lield day is an annual event,
designed (o increase student's
awareness of the environment.

Trees for Threes

Third graders from AvoHa
Shelby-Tenant, Riverside North
Elementary and Walnut Schools

received a Red Oak 2 to 3-foot

seedling. Michelle Zimmerman
distmibuted the seedlings on April
16 and 17.

Characteristics of the trees and
slanting instructions were discussed
with the students. The Red Oak
will grow to approximately 60 to
30-feet tall and have a 50-foot
spread.

Trees for Threes has become an
innual event for the third graders in
he district. This is made possible
y the following sponsors:

American Interstale Bank,
Donald Hogzett, Oakland State

Adam Stamp is Scholarship winner

The 1997 East Pottawattamie He is also active in church affairs.
SWCD scholarship winner is Adam  His hobbies include basketball and
Stamp of Walnut. The scholarship  FFA projects.

will be used to further the award
winner's education at the college
level.

Cntena considered for the award
includes community scrvice,
character, leadership, an interest in
conservation and scholastic
achuevement. A selection
commitiee views the applications
submatied, with interest in an
agricutural career a prerequisite,

Some of Adam’s extra-cumiculas

He plans to attend lowa State
University in Ames, to pursue a
major in agriculture. Adams says
he chose the agricultural field
because he enjoys farming, even
though it is not the most
glamorous. "I am proud to help
feed the world", he stated.

The district extends
congratulations!

actzvities revolved around
basketball, football. Student
Council, Yearbook Staff and FFA

Change of address??
Please notify us!

Want to receive the
newsletter if you are
not? Let us know!
Write to 715 N. 2nd Ave.,
Logan, 1A 51546

Bank, Milton L. Hanson and
Hummel Insurance,

Those wishing o participate in
next year's event may contact the

East Polttawattamie SWCD for

more information.

BANK

Serving your financial needs
at two locations

Dunlap, 643-5442
Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs: 9-5 Fri.
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mnn-Thurs.. 8-6 Fn., 8-12 Sat.

Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mun.

B oaa® o iy oty b D

- Fri, 8:30-11 Sat.

East Pottawattamie
SWCD/NRCS

The Devil's

by Chris Williams
Naturalist
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Darning Needle

One of my favonte summer activities
while growing up in lowa was . . . and - -
still is . . . fishing. | would never claim =228
to be an cxpcn fisherman and can remember —%
many long, hot summer days with endless
periods of boredom when no fish were biting,
During many of those quiet times, a person
notices many tranquil and otherwise unnoticed
aspects of nature. One of these aspects I have
found most interesting during these quiet times
was the fearless Dragonfly.

It visited the tip of my pole and occasionally my bobber. Unconcerned
with my presence, it knew that it could swiftly dart away al any moment
Four large, clear wings that move independently of each other, enabled it
o move in any direction, including backwards and hovening. It's huge,
beady eves stared in all directions in search of food. It's narmow body,
tapered to a point, earned it the unusual name of the "Devil's Daming
Needle'. It's body reflected beauniful metallic colors of red, blue, green and
yellow in spectacular combinations. It's legs are designed to grasp any
small, flying insect within their reach.

A magical insect of summer, it is hard to imagine a world
without dragonflies. They have been on earth for over 300
milhion years, with over 450 species in Norh America,
Duning a dragonfly's youthful ages, it hives under water as an
aquatic insect or Niad. During this time, lasting several
years, a dragonfly creeps along the bottom of lakes and
nivers. A predator of surprise/ambush, it attacks aquatic
mosquito larvae as it does in it's adult stage, flying over and
around walter.

A beneficial insect 1o man, dragonflies represent a part of nature's
endless beauty and a unigue form of life. Be sure to notice all the beauty
in nature this summer, no matter how large or small.

It's what makes our planet so special.

JEIHH "DEERE

New 8000 Series Tractors deliver fast-acting
hydraulics, extraordinary hitch-lft capacity;
and exclusive TouchSet hvdrauhc controls

e Set hvdraulic rate and flow fro:
vour scat, on-the-go,

e Exclusive imed detents let vou
adjust the length of time oil tlo

nate i
kickback.

 Optional electrohydraulic depth
control eliminates mechanical
depth stops

® First tractors to feature fully
integrated row guidande (optiona

* Four new models: 160-hp 8100
I8:-hp 8200, 200-hp 8300, and
225-hp B400

s (¢l up to 2,900 psi hydrauli
pressure; up to 30 gpm flow at
the SCVs

* Lift over 1506 pnm.lh with the
two largest models. over 4000
pounds with the twn smaller
models (optional)

b - - a & 1 -
i0 el Nadverient (eve

Warner Implement

Woodbine 712- 647-2702
1-800-368-2703
Missourl Valley 7126434117
1-800-898-0568 I

GOOD DEALS...AND A GDOD DEAL MORI
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Now is the time to
address ongoing problems

by Clair Acker
State Tech

During the last year we have
been looking at the problem of
cutbacks (overfalls) and stream
degradation to see if we might be
able to find an effective and
economical way to treat those
areas.

After conducting a number of
surveys, checking damaged areas,
calculating water volume,
velocity of runoff and
topography, certain facts have
become quite apparent, For one,
an economic solution which also
will assure effective treatment
will not be an easily attainable
goal

We are continuing © view
certain types of structures in

other arcas of the country,
attempting 1o see if they can be
adapted to serve East

Pouawaltamic needs. The district
commissioners have also
increased the cost-share total
amount for an approved structure
from 54000 to 57.000. This
should allow the Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
o share the cost of most

structures al the 50 percent level,

Most of the sites on which we
arc presently working require the
services of the Area Engineering
Office, and the staff there has

sustenance of life on earth.

Mombear

been very responsive to our
needs. Bul even then, the tme
frame 1S quile extensive.

Anyone who has an area which
they feel should receive attention
for this problem is asked 1o
contact the SWCD/NRCS office.
We would be happy to come
look at the area and make
suggestions as to what might be
done to alleviate the situation.

Keep m mind, however, that
the area engineering staff is very
busy with watershed projects
during the summer months.

E Pott
Bird's Eye View

by Michelle Zimmerman

Have you seen Pottawattamie
County from the air?
On Tuesday, June 17, Aslyn

Danker. Supervisor, and State Rep.

Dick Weidmen were guests of the
SWCD Commissioners on a flight
to observe conservation practices
from the air.

Viewed were the Jefl Krueger
farm, streambank structures on
Walnut Creek, the Armstrong
Research Farm, Indian Creek and
Farm Creck Watersheds (1998
proposed EQIP sites), the Marlyn

FARMERS & MERCHANTS
EST.- STATE BANK- 1886

Famous Quotes in Agriculture:

"Farming looks mightly easy when your plow is a pencil and
you're a thousand miles from the corn field®

. Dwight D. Eisenhower

*Treat the land well. It was not uivéri to you by your parents.
It was loaned to you by your children.

. African Proverb

"The land must be conserved with care since it is intended
to be fruitful for generation upon generation. You who live in
the heartland of America have been entrusted with some of the
earth’s best land: the soil so rich in minerals, the climate so
favorable for producing bountiful crops, with fresh water and
unpolluted air available all around you. You are stewards of
some of the most important resources God has given to the
world. Therefore, conserve the land well, so that your
children's children and generations after them will inherit an
even richer land than was entrusted to you. But also remember
what the heart of your vocation is. While it is true here that
farming loday provides an economic livelihood for the farmer,
still it will always be more than an enterprise of prolitmaking.
In farming, you cooperate with the Creator in the very

. Pope John Paul Il
Des Moines, lowa
October 4, 1979

For any or all of your banking needs, please call on
us in Neola or Minden. We work hard to help make
your dreams come true . . . 111 years of conlinuous
banking service o Southwest lowa.

300 Front Street * P.0. Box 37 * Neola, lowa 51559 * (712)
485-2245 * FAX (712) 485-2351 ;
Office in Minden, lowa 51553 * (712) 483-2611 (& .:E‘,

EIA.INHJ'

FDIC :

"Let's see now . . . what does this gizmo measure?

Envirothon IT a "huge success"

team to beat. Not only had they
won last year, but they had the
highest score in any of the regional
compettions.

With the sun shining brightly
and the temperature at least 30
degrees warmer than last year, the
morning flew by, The teams moved
from site to site, answering
questions, taking water samples,
measuning trees and identifying
animals,

For the oral presentation
problem, the students had been

by Michelle Zimmerman

The second Iowa Envirothon
was held Monday, April 28, under
sunny skies, at Springbrook State
Park. Fourteen of the expected
sixteen teams competed for the
chance to represent lowa at national
competition.

The competition was close this
year, Last year's winning team
from Waverly-Shell Rock was the

Von Weihe farm, several livestock

operations and wasle managment z
given a complex problem
lagoons, dry fire hydrants and areas involving a watershed. The
where future construction is c for the witershed incinded
planned, implementing Local a hor I Sedinantation A8 1akE
Option Sales Tax (LOST) funds. and Ehan &5 in the DoBalation of
Others accompanying Kenneth ges 1 PR

various fish species. Each of the
five-member teams had to present
their recommendation for addressing
the problems in the watershed 1o a
panel of judges. Judges included
commissioners, educators and

Martin, plane owner and pilol, were
SWCD Commissioner Von Weihe,
Assistant Commissioner Krueger,
District Conservationist Greg
Mathis and SC Technician Clair

Acker, environmental specialists
Special thanks was given (0 Following lunch, all of the
Martin for providing a "bird’s eye teams rotated through the testing .

view" of the county. stations again to discuss the

res
}\/\oo plumbing
and Well Service

Woodbine . . Oo47-2718

Water Sﬂffﬂﬂt:rﬁ + SEpfic S}_"S‘!‘E.MS

(712) 643-2281
'LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING

Terraces * Waterways * General Bulidozing

1109 Montague * Dunlap, lowa 51529

Favorite Recipes
of NRCS personnel

Cherry Squares

1 cup butter or margarine
1 3/4 cup sugar
4 eggs
I tsp. vanilla
3 cups sifted flour
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
| or 2 cans cherry pie filling
Topping
2 thsp. hot water
I Cup powdered sugar
Cream butter and sugar, then add
eggs. Add vanilla and beat until
fluffy. Sift flour. baking powder
and salt; add (o first mixture and
mix well. Put 2/3 of mixture in a
greased 10x15 pan, Top with
cherry pie filling. Dot remaining
dough over the filling. Bake at
350 deg. until batter is set and
cake 15 done. Dnizzle with topping

hile st
while still warm. Joann Schulte

Shelby

answers, Meanwhile, the graders
and lesting commitlee were
compiling the results of all the
exams.

It was extremely close
competition, bul in the end,
Earlham High School was declared
the winner, Second place went to
Team 2 from Terril High School.
Waverly-Shell-Rock and Western
Chnstian were tied for third place,
based on the total score. Bui
Waverly-Shell Rock was accorded
third place based on the tic-breaker

category of aquatics.

Winner of each of the individual
categones were: Aquatics, West
Central; Forestry, Earlham ana
Waverly-Shell Rock; Soils,
Western Christian; Wildlife,
Earlham and Presentation,
Wintersel

We were pleased to have
received finanical assistance from
Pioneer Hi-Bred Intemational, Inc.,
DuPont Ag Chemical, Seneca Ag
Products, lowa Pork Producers,
ISU Chapter of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society and the State
Division of Soil Conservation.
Representatives from Pioneer,
Zeneca and Jim Gulliford of DSC
were al the site (o assist with
presentation of awards.

Earlham will compete against
over thirty feams from across the
United States and Canada at the
National Envirothon August 5
through 10. Canon U.S.A. is

sponsor of the national competition
and will award cash pnzes and
Canon products (o the winners.

We had tremendous support

from all the volunteers. Thank you
to all who helped at the district,
regional and state level.
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