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Ida County's soil district

Conservation in Ida County be-
gan more than S0 years ago with
concern about excessive soil ero-
sion. lowa State University
Extension Service personnel worked
with area farmers at first.

It wasn't until February 1941 that
four demonstrational soil conserva
ton farms were set up in coopera
tion with the Soil Conservation
Service, The farms included the
Harry Heilman farm located in
Battle Township, the Herbert
Stockfleth farm located in Garficld
Township, the Roy Stewart farm
located in Grant Township, and the
Emmert Estate located in Grant
Township.

Informational meetings on soil
conservation had been hield over a
period of years stressing the need
for soil conservation practices
Contour schools were beld for sev
eral years and a terrace demonstra-

tion was held on the Gus
Shirrmacher farm in Corwin
anﬂau- 1944,

1In October 1944 movement for a
soil conservation district was stared
al a series of edocational meetings
held throughout the county by Ida

County Extension Director Donald
H. Dodge. Petitions were Circ ulated
by 21 leaders throughout the
county and on Jan, 13, 1945 the
district was voted in

The following men were elected
commissioners: Heary Dall, Batte
Creck, chairman; Edward C. Perion,
Ida Grove, and J. B. Scoll
Danbury. Donald H. Dodge was ap
pointed secretary of the distnct. A
county organization of land owners
and farm operators was then estab
lished 1o develop and handic the soil
and water probiems of Jda County

Another objective was (o provide
assistance 10 landowners and opera
tors in planning their ficlds, Thi
assistance assures conscrvation and
proper soil management in order &
maintain and build fertility, contre
erosion, conserve moisture and pu
each acre to the use to which it

best adapeed.

Other objectives uluﬁrvnd—
ing soil surveys, technical assis-

wance for soil and farm manage-
ment.
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1946 through 1995—

A tally of past commissioner

Following is a tally of the Ida
County Soil and Water
Conservation District commission
ers over the past 0 years

1946 —Henry Dall, chairman
Baue Creek; Edwin C. Perion, Ida
Grove; J. B, Scout, Danbury

1947 —Heary Dall, Chr. Battle

Creek; Edwin C F
Ross E. Baum
1948 —H

rove

ry Dall, Chr. Banle

Creek; Edwin C Perion, Ida G
Ross E. Baumann, Cushing; Ray D
Bresnahon, treasurer

1949 —Ross E Baumann Chr
Cushing: Heary Dall Battle Creck

, §\

s

Conservation commission

Five

ea men head up the Natural Resources Conservation

Service (formery known as the Soil Conservation Service)
Commission. They are, front from left, Bob Croxell of Holstein
and Rod Jensen of Ida Grove. In back, Lloyd Rickers of Kiron
and Everett Still of Cushing. Alan Van Houten of Battle Creek
Is aiso a commissioner. (Courler photo by John Montgomery)

The District also encouraged co
operative action between all organ
zalions, agencies, groups and ind:
viduals handling problems of <!
waier and land use.

The law establishing districts was
amended in July 1970 10 include
l”"lﬂ.l':ﬂm It was realized that
01 waler problems exisied in
cities 50 changing the law gave the
districts the ability to provide (he
same 10 all.

In February 1971 the law was
changed W increaso the number of
distnict commissioners from thrce
to five, each elected in the
November general election and s
ing staggered six year terms. 1o
further emphasize the changes «

onservation, the Ida County S¢

Conservation District becamc
lda County Soil and Watcr
Conscrvation District in July 1957

On Rb. 19, 1995 the Ida County
Soil and Water Comscrvatior
Di "'d oﬂkully celebrated §
years of its residents. Th
commissioners will be celebraing
this 50th anniversary all year.

The State Certificate o]
Organization was issued Feb. 14
1945, The term of one comm
sioner expired every two years

H. L. Elk Galva; Ray Bresnahag
Trea Ida

1950 —Ross E Baumann
Cushing; Henry Dall Battle
H. L. Elk Galva; Ray Bre:
Trea. Ida Grove

1951 —R;oss E Basmann
Cushing: Heary Dall Batte
H L. Elk Galva Ray B
Trea, kda Grove

1952—Ross Baumann
Cushing: Heary Dall Battle
H L. Elk Galva; David
Hanle Creek; Ray Bresnahan
Ida Grove

1953 H L. Elk Chr, Galvas
F. Burow Baule Creek;
Rossow Baule Creek;

Bresnatan Trea. Ida Grove
1954 H L. Elk Chr. Galvit
W. F Burow Battle Creek; Wmd
Rossow Baule Creek; Ray
Bresnahun Trea. Ida Grove

1955 W. F. Burow Chr. Battle
reck; Wm. Rossow Battle Creels
C. «
Bresnatun Trea. Ida Grove

1956 W. F. Burow Chr, Battle
Creek; Wm. Rossow Battle Creeky
C. €. Challman Galva; Ray
Bresnahao Trea. 1da Grove; Amold
Putensen Sec. Holstein

1957—C. C. Chaliman Che
Galva; Wm. Rossow Battle Creeky

F. Burow Batle Creek ; Ray
shan Trea. 1da Grove; Amold
sen Sec. Holstein

1958— C. C. Challman Che:
Galva; Wm_ Rossow Battle Creeky
W. F. Burow Baule Creek; Ray
Bresnahar 1 1da Grove: Amold
Putensen Sec. Holstein

1959 ster Challman Che
Galva; W. F. Burow Baule Creels
¢ Creck; Ray
Grove; Amold

Rossow Che

Battle Creek; W. F. Burow Battle

Brueck Batte CreelS

h ca. Ida Grovel
<. Holsiein

1961 n Rossow Chr.

Bawle Creek; W. F. Burow Baule
(conunued on page B2)

Amold Put

Challman Galva; Iﬂ

: i‘ake‘s shape in 1945

time a commissioner was
elected 1o fill the position
three commissioners had com-

¢ charge of the district.
purpose of the Ida County
il Conservation Distnct is to ud

the people of Ida County with their
soil and walter conservation prob-
lems. The district was bom on the
philosophy of helping the people
help themsclves with these prob-
lems.

A list of district objectives in-
cluded available educational

and providing
which was 1o bring about a clear
understanding of the soil, water, and
relaged difficulties of the district

Celebrating 50 years of conservation—

t anniversary banquet

lda County Soil and Water
District (SWCD) will

Croxell, Everett Sull, Alan Van
Houten or Rodney Jensen

Fnday'’s program will begin with
a4 welcome by emcee Mason
Goodenow of Battle Creek, with in-
vocation by the Rev. Ben Ray of
the First Presbyterian Church in
Batle Creck. Introductions by Bob
Croxell, chairman of the Ida
County Soil and Water
Conservation District, will follow
the meal

The fcatured speaker will be lowa
Secretary of Agriculture Dale
Cochran, who is serving his ninth
year in that capacity. His post cul-
munates a career of more than 30

cars of rmm;und public service,
! nu.nng 2 years as a member of
the lowa House of Representatives.

Cochran became the first
Democrat in more than 50 years

| be reclecicd as secretary of agricul-

tare in 1990 and was clected 10 a
third term in 1994,
During his legislative career, he
cstablished the nation’s first state
il conservation cost share pro-
gam in 1972, He was also instro-
mental in establishing farmer medi-

ation and mortgage foreclosure

moratorium programs. As a legisia-

tor, Cochran served four years cach

as speaker of the House, minority

floor leader and chair of the House
! C

sion; Agricultural Diversification
and Intemational Trade Burcaus; and
an Office of Rencwable Fuels and

Co-Products.
Coctmnumw:_admolm:

Transformations are numerous—

Ag production has changed

e last 120 years of agricultural
producuon has

anses of prairie grass,
ded valley floors, and the me-
ng streams and marshes have

we sec a continuous
of com and soybeans, gul-
Iraws and straightened and
decpened crocks and streams.

he land wmed by the breaking
plow was among some of the most
producuve known o man. Deep,
nch topsoil had formed under

ss years of allgrass praine.
¢ fertile loess derived soils

proved W be very erosive. Clean
methods  promoted
wemendous losses of topsoil, in

K laces cxposing the less
ve subsoil layer.

Runolf from unprotected slopes

e

concentrated in valleys, cutting
deep gullies which carried away

roads and farmsteads

crecks ran faster and
cut deeper, lowering water tables
and causing damage w stream
banks and road crossings.

Sounds pretty ominous, doesn't
it? Ida County farmers of the carly
1940's recognized these things as
problems which needed immediate
atiention, They organized a soil
conservation district, which was es-
tablished i February 1945

The district commissioners coop-
erated with the USDA Soil
Conservation Service © develop
long range plans to protect the
farmland in Ida County. The con-
scrvation district’'s programs were
designed 10 reduce erosion and other
damages which result from exces-

Dinner will be catered by the Ida A of State
y Pork Producers and the Ida Apu:uhn-dlh
punty / In his current post he reorganized  Mid-America International
are $7.50 cach and reserva- e Jowa O‘Am Tmmﬂehlﬁuﬂm
h may be made by calling the . and | of the
swa)amuuxazm mdypmowlmnhmm- A of State Dep
Advance tickets are also available  modities and value-added products.  of Agriculture.
from Lloyd Rickers, Robert He established a marketing divi- Cochran carned his BA degree in

agricullure from lowa State
University, is a former farm editor,
county Extension youth assistant
and county Extension director, He
is a lifetime member of the lowa
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation District Commission-
ers.

Cochran has received numerous
honors, including the National
Agri-Marketing  Association's
Fricod of Agnculture Award, FFA
Distinguished Service Award,
Gamma Sigma Delta Honor
Society of Agriculture Alumni
Award of Menit, lowa Agncultural
Law Hall of Fame, and Friend of
Extension Award.

He and his wile Jeannene have
three marmied daughicrs.

Cochran’s talk will be followed
by comments from Leroy Brown,
state conscrvationist with the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and James Gulliford, direc-
tor of the lowa Department of
Agniculture and Land Stewardship.

Croxell will recognize 1994
award winners, before Goodenow’s
closing comments.

the face of Ida County farms

sive runoff.

The district commissioners and
the Extension Service conducted in-
formation and demonstration pro-
Jects w show farmers methods
control erosion and increase produc-
tivity. Crop rotations which in-
cluded meadow, contouring and
grass buffer strips were some of the
carly practices used on Ida County
farms.

As the years passed and change
came (o the rural community, addi-
tional practices were implemented.
Terraces and sirip cropping were
used cffectively to stop runoff.
Conservation ullage, which leaves
large amounts of crop residue on
the soil sur(xt after planting, has

in recent years.

Im have gone through sev-
eral evolutions in the county. The

(continued on page B2)
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Award recipients since 1950—
for conservation projects
Throughout the years farmers, 1962 1971
landowners, farm managers and op- Harold lrwin Louie Kerr
erators have been for HCG Jd Est Verle Law
their efforts in saving the soil, Albert & Harold Schreiber J Henry Brueck
These awards have blcjn presented Milwon Schmidt 1972
for windbreaks, wildlife p Walter Hoppe
Orliginal commissioners conscrvaton P o R R 197374
Henry Dall, loft, served seven years; Ed C. Ida County Soll and w.tuI conuv;llh Awards have beén prasonséd by Chester Burton Frank Huth
Porlon, middle, served four ye and J.B. District's original board of directors In ‘. the Sioux City Journal, Des Edna Johnson & George Delbert Shever
Scott, right, served a two-year term on the  1940's. " | Moines Register, the Izaak Walion ~ Redenius Robert Hoppe
League, the district, the area and the B F Eason Elvic Dreeszen & Sons
State of lowa. B P Collins & Ed Marth 1979
Names and types of awards have Ransom Wilbur Rohlk
more about changed throughout the past 50 1964 Leon Neubavet
years, but those who have con- Emeil & Vernon Stamp Amold Grell
- - . | tributed to the saving and John Irwin Lyle Tietsort
comm’ss'oners protecting of nature's precious gift Bob Bresnahan 1980
L have beca rewarded for their efforts. John Heilman Pat McGuire
To those people we say thank you Joe Grell ;omlm
and congratulations. Everett Stll Brown
(continued from page one) Holstein: Richard Ortner Holstein; Knudsen 1da Grove; LeRoy Dose The (zlnmng is a list of all the Pat McGuire Dose
Creek; Heary Brueck Baule Creek;  Harlen Dauscl Battle Creck Ida Grove ¢ award winners the SWCD office Vem Reitz
Amold Putensen Scc. Holstein; 1974 —Robert Bumann Chr 1983—Roger Schmidt CREL | . able to locate in its history Rex Williams
Ray Bresnahan Trea Ida Grove Batlle Creck; Ramon Johnson Hostein; Mason (:OOGCMW soconds 1965 1981
1962—Wm. Rossow Chr. Holstein; Kenneth Borchers Creck; Robert Croxell Holsteln; 1950 Albent Bird Wm Volkerts
Battle Creek; W. F, Burow Battle  Holstein; Harlen Dausel Batle Norbert Bumann _Gllva: LeRoy David Brocck Ed & Ray Loh({ Glenn Millices
Creck; Henry Brueck Battle Crock;  Creek; John Higgins Galva; J Dose 1da Grove; George Waldon Buchanan Jens & Arlo Graversen Carl Ulshafers
Amold Putensen Sec. Holstein; Henry Brucck Asst. Comm. Bawle Asst. Comm Batle Creck; Earl Marvin Volkert William Meyer Donald Miller
Abel Peters Trea. Ida Grove Creck; Mrs, Beuy Waller Asst. Evans Asst Comm. Hugh & Pat McGuire George Hartley Robert Grells
1963—Amold Putensen Chr. Comm. Holstein; Richard Comectionville 1951 Bert & John Fairchild 19858
Holstein; Henry Brueck Battle  Hagemeier Asst. Comm. Ida Grove; 1984 —Mason Goodenow Chr, David Brucck 1966 George Hantleys
Creck: W. F. Burow Baule Creek  Wilbur Rohlk Asst. Comm, Ida Baule Creck; Robert Croxell Elvin Leonard Russell & Bruce Goodenow Ramon Johnsons
Abel Peters Trea. Ida Grove Grove Holstein; LeRoy Dose Ida Grove; Marvin Volkert Otwo & LeRoy Dose Dean Ruser
1964 —Armold Putensen Chr 1975—Ramon Johnson Chr. Roger Schmidt Holstein; Norbent 1952 Ralph Finch Farm 1986
Holstein; Henry Brucck Battle Holstein; Harlen Dausel Baule Bumann Galva; George | Emil Schmidt C C Rasmussen Walter Johnson
Creck; W. F, Burow Bawle Creck; Creek; John Higgins Galva: Asst Comm. Baule Creek; Earl Elvie Drecszen Robert Webb Everett Still
Abel Peters Trea. Ida Grove Leonard Emst Ida Grove; Burdelle Evans  Asst Com®: | £4Perion 1967 RD
Knudsen 1da Grove; Henry Brueck  Correctionville ! | Justin Hayward Vemon Reitz 1989
1965—Henry Brueck Chr. Batle  Sr. Ida Grove; Wilbur Rohlk Ida 1985 —Robert Croxell Chr. | g4y Virgil Linman James Wemers
Creek: Amold Putensen Holstein:  Grove; Mrs. Beuty Waller Holstein;  Holstein; LeRoy Dose Ida Grove; Marvin Volkert Roland Lochr 1990
Marvin Volkert Washta, Abel Richard Hagemcicr Ida Grove Roger Schmidt Holstein; Wl | a0 Frdrichsen Arthur Frandsen Orlan Ehlers
Peters Trea, Ida Grove 1976—Burdelle Knudsen Chr, Ullrich Arthur; Mason Goodenow Erwin Schug 1968 1991
1966—Commissioners Henry 1da Grove; Leonard Emst Ida Grove;  Battle Creck; George Hartley Asst 1954 Russell & Bruce Goodenow Richard Drews
Brueck Chr. Battle Creek; Amold Comm. Bauwle Creek: Elvie | pag Ajdrich Creek Watershed Harold Schreiber Alan Van Houten
Putensen Holstein; Marvin Volkent — Dreeszen Asst. Comm. Cushing 1958 Virgil Linman Conley Wolterman
Washta; Abel Peters Trea. lda 1986—Robert Croxell Ch, | BenRidlen Leonard Emst
Grove Holstein; Roger Schmidt Holsteiny Don Goodenow ”"‘* w4 ke 4 1992
1967 —Amold Putensen Chr LeRoy Dose Ida Grove; William Elvin Leonard Robert & Isabella Smith Merlin Rabes
Holstein; Marvin Volkert Washta Ullrich Arthur ;Mason Goodenow Fred Grell 3 Phyllis Bush
Harlan Dausel Battle Creek; Robent Battle Creek; George Hartley Asst 1960 1993 f
Mitchell Asst, Comm A(r;lhur. Comm. i:m% Cvec:_u;MEM‘ mlﬁnd&hmm o mw s
Wa Beanett Ass. Comm. Galva: Dreeszen Asst. Comm. Ing rwin
lkny::lirwck Asst. Comm. Batde Ransom Leonard Maerle Groenwald 1994 i oy & )
Creek: Abel Peters Trea. Ida Grove 1987—Robert Croxell Chr.W  paryin Druivenga Helen Andresen Roger Hasgd
1968 —Armold Putensen Chr Holstein; Mason Goodenow Batllc 8 1 ¢ Groenwald Tom Conover Edna Ditter
Holstein; Marvin Volkert Washta Creek Bill Ullrich Arthur; Evercd 8l g obert Bresnshan Elvic Dreeszen Walter Hammerstrom Estate
Harlan Dausel Battle Creck; Robert \ \ ?u" Cushing: Wilbur Roblk 1dal} ggy 'u'ri\wthb&f‘mm Dreeszen Ray Ellerbushs
Miichell Asst. Comm, Arthur; y HOVS Noevall Waller Leon Neubaoer Alan Sicbrechts, David Jeasen
Wayné | Béakeil VAL Comm FC%O;SLE‘RV::‘:??T \'\ & 1988 —Commissiogers Rober Henry Endrulat 970 Barbara Martin and
Galva: Henry Brueck Asst, Comm A 1 ) Croxell Chr. Holsiciof Bill Ulinch il (meger Bu Beverly Jensen
Battle Creck; Abe! Peters Trea. Ida WAS RiaE O% GOLD) Arthur; Everett Still Coshin Arthur Frandsen Sandra Thorborg
Grove \\:‘1:." ;::l:l;:‘oa Baitle ( Bryce Vollmar Rudy \';4 M; Jensen Edith Kerr Estate
S Rove Harold Schreiber Tom Schmidt ‘Wendell Rohlfs
1969 —Marvin Volkert Chr — 1989 —Bob i Croxell Chs
Washta; Kenneth Borchers I:“m“"tw']b‘" Rohl} Jda Orove
Holstein; Harlen Dausen Battle John Higgins Galva; Ramon s!ﬁﬁ'(“ﬁ;ﬂ:lmd;.f;z‘, \f, 3
Creek; Robert Mu:ncHB Asst. Johnson Holstcin; Harlen Dausel ~ 1960 wilbar Rohlk Chr. 12 fUTIOre€ about
Comm. Arthur, Wayne Bennett Baule Croek S Mok
Asst. Comm. Galva; Henry Broeck  1977—Raon Johnson Che. 143 croeci; pioter s K obes
A o S T e Kt oo e e . agriculture changes
Peters Trea. Ida Grove Lester Vohs Galva; George Hartley Temporary Dist Sec/Trea: -
1970—Harlan Dausel Chr. Battle Creek: Harlan Dausel Battle

Battle Creck; Kenneth Borchers

Creck

1991 —Everet Still Che
Cushing: Robert Croxell H n

Holstein; Marvin Volkert Washta: 1978 —George Hartley Chr. winor Ronik 1da Grove: Marclle B

Wayne Bennett Asst. Comm. Baule Creek; Burdelle Knudsen 1da o dcon [da Grove: Lioyd Rickers 8 (continued from page one) soil erosion  county engineer 0 ero-
Galva; Robert Mitchell Asst. Grove; Ramon Johnson Holstein; i learlicst termaces were plowed From the reduced  sion control  into  bridge
Comm. Anthur; Heary Brueck Asst  [ester Vohs Galva; Harlen Dausel Swith farm equipment and were f ullage

Comm. Battle Creck; Abel Peters
Trea. Ida Grove

Battle Creek; J. Henry Brueck Asst

1992 —Everent

fquently close together

and not

Comm. Ida Grove

x * Siparallel. _ work with landowners o build
1971—Commissioners Kenneth 1979—Lester Vohs Chr. Galva; Cushing; Lloyd Rickers ; structures 10 stop the growth of
Borchers Chr. Holstein: Harlan Ramon Johnson Holstcin; Harlen Robert Croxell Holswein, W * Broadbase terraces, in which both gullies and 1 beal up the damage
Dausel Battle Creck; Robert Dausel Baule Creek: Burdelle Rohlk Ida Grove; Alan Van Houten Bigides were cropped. were most caused by unchecked runoff in the
Bumann Battle Creek; Robert Knudsen Ida Grove; Goorge Hartley  Battle Creek tommon in the carly years. A past
Mitchell Asst. Comm. Arthur; Battle Creek; Henry J. Brueck Asst 1993 —Lloyd Rick farm cquipment cvolved and grew
Wayne Bennett Asst. Comm. Comm. Ida Grove Kiron; Alan Van Hou f

larger, terraces changed o grass The district is proud of the

Galva; Henry Brueck Asst. Comm, 1980—Lester Vohs Chr. Galva; Creek; Robert Croxell backslope types, which allowed remendous amount of work that
Battle Creek; Abel Peters Trea. Ida  Burdelle Knudsen Ida Grove, Everent Sull Cushing: Rodncy Bfamming on the upper slope. Many has been accomplished in
Grove Ramon Johnson Holstein; Harlen Jensen of these large lermaces are still protecting the soils of the county.

1972—Wayne Bennett Chr. Dausel Batile Creek; George 1994—Alan Van Houten Chr. Bfuncioning throughout Ida County With the cooperation of Ida County
Galva, Kenneth Borchers Holstein:  Hantley Battle Creek Battle Creck; Rodney Jensen Ida farmers, large amounts of
Robert Bumann Baule Creek; 1981—Burdelle Knudsen Chr. Grove; Robert Croxell H As equipment increased in conservation practices have already
Robert Mitchell Arthur; Harlen Ida Grove; George Hartley Bawle Lloyd Rickers Kiron: Ev and carth moving increased in cost been installed, and more will be
Dausel Battle Creek ;J. Henry Creek ; Lester Vohs Galva: Roger  Cushing the current method of narrowbase implemented over the years 10
Brueck Asst. Comm. Batle Creek:  Schmidt Holstein; LeRoy Dose I1da 1998 —Robert  Crox

terrace construction emerged. These
derraces have steep front and back
llhri and are grassed on both

come. Through the continued wise
use of conservation measures, the
productive soils of Ida County will
be a resource to be utilized by
future gencrations,

Abel Peters Trea, Ida Grove

1973 —Robert Bumann Chr
Battle Creek; Kenneth Borchers
Holstein Ramon Johnson

Grove

1982—Roger Schmidt Chr
Holstein; George Hartley Battle
Creek; Lester Vohs Galva; Burdelle

Holstein; Alan Van Houter
Creek; Rodney Jensen 1da (
Lloyd Rickers Kiron; Ev
Cushing

The

district worked with the

% Conservation tillage has been  county board of supervisors and the

s

“Marion Flewelllng
Construction Co.,
| Inc.

| fé‘-l"‘ » Iashta, la.

e . 712-447-6104
* Terraces * Gravel
* Sand *Waterways |

tu"'t)

Schleswig
712-676-3526
712-676-3871
Contact us for all kinds of dozer work —
no job too big or too small!

* Terraces * Dams * Waterways

* Tree Removal  Leveling Building Sites
We Salute SWCD on 50 Years

| Taphorn Scedmg

lda Grove
712-264-207

GonA

Need youterraces
, B
seeded? ‘E'Call us!




Natural resources

For the past 50 years, Ida County farmers
have depended upon help from the Natural
Ri C

clan; Nell Stockfleth, district conservationist;
Jerry Sindt, soll conservationist; and Carl
Lee, soll conservation technician. In back,

Service (
Soll Conservation Service) when it came to
conserving their farms® topsoll. Lending a
helping hand to farmers today are, front from
left, Randy Sohm, soll conservation techni-

y the

Carol Thomson
Arlis Bahnsen, state secretary; Ron Winter
hof, soil conservation alde; and Barb Knud:
sen, soll conservation alde. (Courier photo by
John Montgomery)

I conservation techniclan;

Eight employees currently
serve the Ida County district

Following are profiles of the Ida
ounty Soil Conservation
Distnict’s current employees

Nell Stockfleth, district con-
scrvationist, and wife Beth live in
Scrgeant Bluff. They have two chil-
dren, Nathan, 7, and Kristen, §
Neil has been cmployed by the
Natural Resource Conservation
Service since 1987, He worked in
the Sioux City and Anthon Ficld
Offices before transfering to 1da
Grove in April 1994

Jerry Sindt has been with the
NRCS (formerly SCS) since 1987,
working in the Ida Grove Field
Office as a soil conservationist
Jerry and his family live on the
Sindt Family Century Farm in
Battle Township ncar Holstein, His
family includes his wife Kathy, son
Anthony, 21 of Spirit Lake, and
daughters Kimberly, 17, and Paige,

13, at home
Randy Sohm, conservation
echnician, and wife Susie, live

northwest of Mapleton. They have
five children. Becky, 22, of lowa
City, Kathi and Kristi, 20, of
Sioux City, Frank, 15, and Molly,
12, at home, Randy was employed
by the lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship
in January 1974 and transferred 10
the Natural Resource Conservation
Service in 1979

Carl Lee, statc conscrvaton
technician, has been with the
NRCS for nine years, the last five
of which have béen working for the
Towa Department of Agnculture and
Land Stewardship. Carl and his wife
Gaylene live south of Battle Creek
They have two children Traci, 16
and Collin, 13.

Arlis Bahnsen, state secretary,
and husband, John, farm southwest

of Schieswig. ¢

They have four children Travis,
25, of Lincoln, Neb,; Brandee
Schultz, 22, of Omaha, Neb ; Gina
20, of Vermillion, S.D.; and
Dustin, 17, at bome

Arlis was employed by the lowa
Department of Agriculture and [ and
Stewardship in March 1990

Barb Knudsen, soil conserva
tion aide, and husband, Cordell
farm southeast of Ida Grove. Barb
began work in September 1994 and
is employed by the 1da County Soil
and Water Conservation District

Carol Thomson, soil conser
vation aide, and husband Terry live
north of Arthur. They have three
children, daughters Morgan
Meghan, 11, and a son Judd, ¥
They farm, and have a cow/call op
eration. Carol was employed by the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service in Seplember 1990,

Ron Winterhof, soil conserva
tion aide, and wife Jan live noath of
1da Grove. They have one daughter
Christine Wunschel of Arthur
have one granddaughter and g
employed t

son. Ron wa
NRCS in

Terracing

More than 12 million feet of terracing has
been completed In Ida County since 1946

Here, a contractor works on a terrace In Ida
County In 1968

and

or more

THORNHILL

FTior o his retirement in January

M, Don Kauffman of Ida Grove
the Ida County Soil and Wa-

Conservation District for more

's S0

district director/conservationist—

{auffman heads the SCS
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than 25 years

gram,” said Kauoffman.

The Food Security Act of 1985
required farmers o develop conser-
vation plans for their farms if they
wanted 1o participate in the vanious

ffman served as direc-
trict conservationist for Ida

Kauffman pointed to the Litle

Oux program and the Food Secu-
ity Act of 1985 as two of the more
\mportant efforts.

¥
‘The Little Sioux program was
by the United States
in 1946,
said the first evidence

in the years that fol-

%ﬂm noted in more recent
years the funding emphasis from
the Litde Sioux program has gone
00 land treatment.

"That is the reason we were able
© build 5o many terraces in Ida
County. A good share of the money
cme from the Litle Sioux pro-

Kauffman said the act influcnced
a majority of farmers in the county
1o do conservation work.

Another law that influenced the
conservation effort in Ida County
was the conservancy law passed in
the carly 1970's.

Kauffman said the law gave a
farmer the right 1o file a complaint

Overall, Kauffman said the con-
servation scrvice programs have
been a big success in Ida County.

He said the success is due to
money received via the Little Sioux
program and because Ida County is
a small county.

“It all depends on money,” noted
Kauffman. “Ida County was in a
situation where it could get a lot of
money. The fact 1da County is a
small county allowed us to concen-
trate our work in a small area. We
got a lot done because of those
factors.”

Despite the success of conscrva-
tion programs in Ida County,

Kauffman sad there is sull plenty
10 do.

“Even though farmers are sup-
posedly very near (o being in com-
pliance with the deadlines set by the
Food Security Act of 1985 there is
still work to do in terms of adding
additional terraces,” noted Kauff-
man

Kauffman said the future of con-
servation efforts will depend in part
on government funding and the
success of no-ull farming.

“There has been a big push to-
ward no-till farming,” said Kauff-
man. “That alone isn't going to
solve the problem. It depends on
how much emphasis farmers put on
it and how successful it is.

If farmers find out over a period
of time they're not gewting good
weed control and crop yields they'll
abandon no-uil. Then they will go
back o more tillage and they'll
need more lerraces as a control fea-
A
Kauffman noted funding for con-
servation programs is supposedly
going (o be reduced by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. If it is, Kaufl-
man noted it will have an effect on
the conservation effonts of farmers.

“Our job isn't done yet,” said
Kauffman, "It will depend on what
direction some of these things take
in the future. It will be interesting ©
sce what happens in the next five o
10 years.”

Active conservationist

Don Kauffman of Ida Grove spent
his working yoars the

a good part of
of the

Jda County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict. Kauffman retired in January 1994 after 26
years with the local district. Kauffman now

spends part of his retirement overseeing his
Chri: tree farm on the west edge of Ida
Grove. Kauffman estimates he has planted be-
tween 4,000 and 5,000 trees on the farm.
(Courler photo by Mike Thomhill)

PHEASANTS

We Salute SWCD on 50 Years

\ We Are Proud To
¢ Have Worked With
You on Wildllife
Conservation and
Look Forward to
Many More Years
of Serving lda

County.

Goodburn Dirt

Construction

Cushing, la.
712-384-2399

Excavating, Terraces,

Dams and Truck Hauling
We Salute SWCD on 50 Years

Glen Wood
Construction, Inc.

Land Improvement
Clearing |
Waterways |

Castana, la.

712-882-2064 |

=

Schoon
Construction

712-225-5736

Tiling, terracing,
clearing, waterways,
general excavation

Cherokee

Krambeck
Construction

Galva ORI
712-282-4713

Lundell
Construction

Cherokee
712-225-5763

"For all of your farm tiling needs"

Terracing, Waterways and
We Salute SWCD on 50 Years
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Crawford Creek Recreatio
Area once first of its kind

The Crawford Creek Recreation
Area three and a half miles south of
Battle Creck was only a dream
when landowners, farm operators,
and Soil Conservation Service per-
sonncl held the first

portunitics, land treatment needs of
the surrounding arca, along with
objectives and rewards of the pro

1
For the next scvcn 10 nific years

mectings in March 1965,

Today Crawford Creck, with all
its beauty and history, is a reality
bringing enjoyment and pleasure (o
all who travel through its gates.
The only one of its kind in the
Little Sioux Watershed Flood
Prevention Project arca, Crawford
Creek provides its visitors camp-
ing, boating, fishing and swim-
ming

In March 1965 local landowners,
farmers, SCS personnel and other
interested parties were invited (o
many informational meetings
Discussions dealt with the financial
cost of the project, cost sharing op-

much

ook plut thlv: drup inlet
delention structures, three drop inlet
full flow structures, and four inlets
on culverts, and the main lake
structure were planned. In January
1974 final approval was given 0
the watershed lake and recreation
arca. The total cost of the lake was
estimated at $833,240.

The whole watershed project in-
volved 55 landowners and 8,300
acres. The lake and recreation arca
was centered on four landowners
and included 247 acres.

Construction of the structures
above the dam were started in July
1975, In the spring of 1976 con

et v

xh ﬂé

SR e

struction work on the lake ji
started.

In August 1976 construction had
10 stop due to the ﬁndmlo(n’b
chacological site. A weam of
ologists spent several days
ing for prehistoric buffalo
Work was able to resume ﬂm@‘.
dence concluded this was a
toric sile and not an unusual
finding in this arca.

By fall 1976 the lake project Was
complcted. It took several m
years for the entire recreation
1o be completed. In 1981 the park
was officially dedicated.

Today arca residents are able jo
enjoy all the benefits this projecy
has created: wildlife, camping,
swimming, boating, picnicing,
fishing and the beauty of nature,

Park development

Above, Crawford Creek Recreation Area as it  popular ing, fishing and [
appeared before it was officlally dedicated In  for ida . inc
1981. Below loft, today Crawford Creok is a area.

Outdoor classroom

The Ida County Soll Conservation Service partipates In an
outdoor classroom for area students during the 1970's at
Moorehead Park

We're proud to have bee
Ida County's
Farm Drainage do

(Y )

Quality Tubing

the business of saving
since 1948
In't cost...it pays!

1 parys with
+ Imoroved Land Use & EMciency
* Bafer Soil Consarvation

» Uncerground boring
* Al types of concreta, matal &

plastc

pipe

~ Northern

Co.

enching, Inc

8ince 1945

Also Spe@
LU‘nszan T
Ph 712-364-242

Paullina, lowa

Ida Grove, lowa

Wallace Construction, Inc.
Baftle Creek, la.
712-365-4428

For a"

dirt work

terracing...

Contact Us

HOLSTEIN. IOW
712-368-2272

GE’EI.I.

- CONTR CI'ORS

(’Q&Sﬂth

’5 Year
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| [ IDA COUNTY STATE BANK

A G, 1A, 105 v » '
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| Mathers

Construction |
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| 712-372-4657
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Odebolt, lowa
712-668-2300
ebratgour 20th year we

te SWED on 50 years.”

" J & J Const. Co. & Service .‘
v

We Move 'l'he F.anh |
Terraces I
Waterways Bnﬂding Sites ‘
Demolitions Cement Work

Waste Management Systems
712-883-2012 |

' Third Generation of Soil Conservation | i




1 by JOHN MONTGOMERY

Retired farmer Dave Brueck has
travelled all over the globe ieaching
conservation methods he learncd
while growing up and living near
Battle Creek.

Although he had witnessed the ef-
fects of erosion first hand while
still in high school, it was while
serving in the Navy during World
‘War II that Brueck began (o become
a conservationist. He was stationed
at three different coastal areas in
China during the war and was able
10 see what long-term erosion dam-
age can do (o the land.

After earning a degree from lowa
State University in agriculiure engi-
neering, he returned home in 1949
10 the farm his grandfather settled in
1880 southeast of Baule Creek to
work with his brother, Henry

It was there he began 10 put to
use conservation methods he leamed
not only at college, but also from
the Soil Conservation Service and
his family

He became one of the first fam-
ers in the county to use contour
strip farming—planting different
crops like comn, alfalfa and oats in
84.foot-wide strips and following
the lay of the land—at his family
homestead in an attempt to curb the
damage caused by crosion.

Terracing would also have helped
stem the erosion damage, Brueck
said, but strip farming was a lot
less expensive

Although those methods might
seem normal loday, they were rela-
tively new ideas at the time. Farm
ers typically plowed in a square
around their ficlds at then, he said

To further help conserve the soil
and water, Brueck said his brother
instalied a device behind the cultiva
tor that built & little dam in the
rows to hold back the water

Brueck’s conservation tactics
camed him three awards from 1949
w 1952 from the Sioux City
Chamber of Commerce.

In 1952, his uncle, Henry Dall, a
commissioner and founding mem-
ber of the SCS in Ida County, died
and the SCS asked Brueck fill the
remainder of his uncle’s term.

Most of the county'’s farmers be-
came involved with soil conserva-
tion by receiving help from the
SCS and its conservationist, Ken-
neth Burnett, according to Brueck
Burnett was very active with the
farmers and commissioners, Brueck
said, and helped the farmers with a
lot of technical help,

Congress and the SCS also
helped the county get its first wa-
tershed project in the early 1950s,
the Kirkholm Watershed. Brueck’s
brother, Henry, helped build the wa-
tershed, located about a mile north
or Highway 175 on M25

During the 1950s, Brueck said
contour strip farming began to gain
in popularity, especially in the
hilly arcas, cven though some
farmers thought it was a nisance

One of the drawbacks was that a
farmer would end up with both very
long and very short rows of crops
But the practicc won converts and
helped pave the way for terracing to
become more widely accepted

Brueck said his production went
up after he began using the meth-
ods. He said the arca experienced a
fow years of little rain, but the con-
servation methods helped him retan
valuable moisture and soil

Although he quit farming and
moved out of fowa in 1960, agri-
culture continued to play a very
large part in his life.

As a representative of the FMC
Corp., the Northern Trust Bank in
Chicago and the United Nations, he
travelled all over the world o help
teach conservation methods (o the
world’s farmers in countrics like
Russia, Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Lebanon, Iran and Jordan.

Erosion damage was so bad in
some places, said Brueck, that the
soil had been totally washed away,
all the way down to bedrock

Brucck camed his master’s degree
in business and economics from the
University of Arizona before he left
America in 1960,

When he returned to the U.S, he
taught at Arizona, at Southern
Methodist University in Texas and
at ISU, and worked as an 1SU Ex-
tension specialist before retiring in
Ida Grove,

Conservation thinking in agnicul-
ture has changed over the years, ac-
cording to Brueck, and will con-
tinue to change in the future

In the past, he said, farmers ro-
tated corn, oats, hay and pasture
CTOpS in an atempi to control ero-
sion. The large livestock economy
in the county al that time meant
farmers had o grow their own feed
for the animals, said Brueck

Now, he said, farmers rotate com
and soybeans and few farms have 8
large number of livestock.

Even with the various conserva-
tion Lactics employed today, farmers
also have 10 leave crop residuce in
the ficlds (o curb erosion, he said

One of the radical changes in
conservation Brueck said he has
seen in the last 20 years is the gov
emment's subsidy programs encour-
aging farmers (o have only two
crops—com and soybeans—and few
if any livestock.

He said the agriculture industry

Global conservatlonlst

Dave Brueck of ida Grove looks over terraced
farmiand near the Kirkholm Watershed that
his brother, Henry, helped bulld about a mile

north of Highway 175 on M25.

has travelled all over the globe

Since 1946—

Brueck, who
teaching con-

servation methods, was one of the first farm-
ers In the county to use contour strip farming
to curb erosion in 1949, The practice won
over critics and helped set the stage for ter
racing. (Courler photo by John Montgomery)

12 million feet of terracing

More than 12 million feet of
wrracing has been completed in Ida
County since 1946, Following is a
tally of the terrace
accomplishments per year

1946 57,024 feet

1947 36,960 feet

1548 51216 feet

1949 31,680 feet

1950 79200 fect

1951 31,680 feet

1952 37857 fect

1953 117902 feet

1954 364 320 feet

1955 228,677 feet

1956 232,320 feet

1957 269280 feet

1958 195,360 feet

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1975
1976
1977

232,320 feet
110,880 feet
221,760 feet
232,320 feet
198,528 feet
187,968 fect
285,120 feet
205,920 feet
253,440 feet
242 880 feet
65,765 foct
158,400 fect
237,007 feet
186,384 feet
74 204,290 fect
88,012 feet
114,048 fect
152,064 feet

1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
Total 12

165,360 feet
172,128 feet
272,448 feet
201,696 feet
189,600 feet
240,768 feet
206,250 feet
147 840 feet
111,486 feet
475,200 feet
660,000 feet
606,672 feet
787,776 fect
797,250 feet
719,207 feet
826,615 feet
753 805 feet
A44,683 feet

Following is a summary of Ida
ounty Soil Conservation Service
tes over the years

Donald H. Dodge. Extension
or, Kenneth H Bumen, Soil
rvationist, Robert B, Hollins

ervalion Aide
1947—Donald Dodge, Extension
Director. Kenneth Burnett, Sl
Conservationist, Robert B Hollins,
ation Alde, Albert M Murphy

ation Aide
1948—Bruce W. Marcue, Extension
ector; Keaneth Barneut, Sol
Conservationist; Albert Murphy k.
Conservation Aide

| 1949 —Bruce W. Marcue, Extension
Director, Keaneth Borsert.  Soll
Comservationsst. E Clarey, Jr. Soll
Conservationist; Albert Murphy k.
“Conservation Aide

_ 1950 —Paul Petersen, Extension
Director; Keaneth Burnett, Soil
Conservationist; Joseph E Clarey, Jr. Soil

\Conservationist, Albert Murpby Jr
Conservation Aide
1951 —Paul Petersen, Extension
Director; Kenneth Barnetr,  Sail
Conservationist; Bruce Marcue, Soil
Conservationist; Willard  Roeske,
ation
1952 —Paul Petersen, Extension
Director; Kenmeth Burnett, Soil
Conservationist reve,  Soll
Roeske,
; George Witters,
1983 —Paul Petersen Exension
Director, Kemneth Burnett  Soil

Bruce Marcoe Soil
George  Winens

Conservationist

Conservationist;
Conservation Aide
1954—Don Vogel Exiension Directo
Keaneth Bumett Soil Conservationist,
Bruce Marcue Soil Comservationist;

George Witters Conservation  Aide:
. Chartes Boholdt » Alde

are cut,
wams Brueck, because the agricul-

any have served Ida
CS during the past

Conservation Aide; Alice Turin District
Clerk

1966—Kenneth Bumnent Work Unit
Conservationist; Gene Renken Soil
Contervationint |
Contervation Technician: Clarence Kraft
g::m Aide; Lou Calline District

1967 —Kenneth Bumnent Work Unit
Conservationin; Gene Renken Soil

Conservation Aide; Robert Gray

government
emﬁulolmd.

become economicall
m‘lﬂl‘odbhminwm
or conserve farm land.™

County's
50 years

1983 —Donsld  Kauffm.
Conmscrvationist; Keith  Kraus
Conservationist. Denis Feichtinger Soll
Coaservationist, Clarence Kraft Soil
Conservation Technician, Randy Sohm
Soil Conservation Technician; Low Colling
State Clerk

1984—Donald  Kauffman District
Conservationis; Keith Kraus  Soll
Conservationist; Karen Bumsnn Sol
Conservationist; Clareace Kraft Soil
Conservation Technican, Randy Sohm
Soil Conservation Technician: Loa Colling

Conservation Aide; Lou Colling District  State Clerk
Qerk 1985 —Donald  Kauffman District
IO“—-D.-AM Kauffman District  Conservationisi; Kareo Bumann Soil
. Kenneth Bomeu Soil Comservatiomst; Tony Riniker Soil
; Gene Renken Soil Comservationist; Clarence Kraft Soil
; Don T Randy Schm
Conservation Technicisn, Clarence Kraft Soil Conservation Technician; Lou Collins
Conservation Aide; Robert Gray State Clerk; Wayne Dankert Soil Scientist

Conservation Aide; Lou Colling State

1969 —Donald Ksuffman District

Party Leader; Craig Busskobl Soil
Scientist

1986—Donald Kauffman Distriet
Conservationist: Katen Bumaan Soil

Conservstionist; Kemneth Bumett Soil
c ¥

Conservation Technician; Low Collins
State Clerk

l!?D—Dull‘ Ku"ﬂnn Dustrict

erkland  Soil
Conserv ovu-, Lovel Eickhoff
Conservation Technician; Clarence Keaft

Conservation Technician, Low Collins
State Clerk

Donald  Kauffman District
ationist; Clarence Knft
Comservation Aide; Ray Schumann part-
tme WAE Technician; Low Collins State
Clerk

1972 —Donald Kasuffman District
Conservationist. Clarence Kaht
Conservation Technician, Ray Schumana
pant-time WAE Technician, Low Colling
State Clerk

1973—Donald Ksuffman District
Miller  Soil

1985—Lyan Fitsimmons Extension
Ditector, Keaneth Burnett Soil
Conservationist, Broce Marcue Soil
Conservationist. George Winens
Conservation Aide; Charles Bodholde
Conservation Aide. Shirley Gates State
Clerk

1956 —Kenneth Burnett Supervisory
Soil Comnservationist. Bruce Marcue Sod
Conseryationist; OGeorge  Wittery

naervation Aide: Charles Bodholdt
Conservaiion Alde; Sandra Thornhill State

Kenneth Bumett Work Usit
wservationist, Harold Godown Soil
nietvationist, George  Witien
aservation Aide; Charles Bodboldt

1958—Kenneth Bumen Work Unit
nscrvationist; Harold Godows Soil
nservationist; George Witters
wservation Alde; Charles Bodholdt
rnmwm Alde; Giadys Thornhill State
&

1959 —Kenneth Bumenn Work Unit

siervationist,  George Witters
arervation Alde; Dale Milly
homhill Seate

Conservation Alde;
ok

1960—Kenneth Bument Work Unit
sservationist;  George  Witters
niervatin Aide. Gladys Sute
Jerk

1961 —Kenneth Bumeu Work Unit
srervationist; Charles Bodholdt
sion Aide; Glady: Thomhill
Terk

1962 —Kenneth Bument Work Unit
Convervationist; Charles Bodholdt
nicrvation Aide. Don Goodemow
niervation Aide; Gladys Thomhill

Natrict Clerk
1963 —Keaneth Bument Work Unit
[ ionist; Charles Bodholdt
on Aide, ow
orervation  Techuicisn; Gladys
Thomhill District Clerk
1964 —Kenneth Bument Work Unit
nicevationist; Do Goodenow

tion Technician; Clarence Kraft
tion Aide; Alice Turin District

Comuer

Qerk
1965 —Kenneth Bumen Work Unit

vationist. Don  Goodenow
vation Techmician; Clarence Knft

Conue

Moving

Ida Grove

We do
- Terraces

» Waterways

« Farm Building Disposal
Ph. 712-364-2485

712-662-7812

Richards
Construction Co.

Terraces—Waterways —Land Clearing

Sac City, lowa

Conservatidnist, Chulin Keah
Conservation Technician; Ray Schumann
part-time WAE 'rmun 108 Collins
State Clerk

1974—Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist; Clareace
Conservation Techmician, Dean Miller
Soil Conservation:st; Randall Sohm State
Conservation Aide; Lou Colling State
Clerk

1975 —Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist; Clarence Kaft
Conservation Technician: Randall Sobm
State Conservation Aide; Lou Collins

—Donald Kauffman District
Convervationist Clarence
Conservation Technicisn, Randy Sohm
Conservation State Aide; Lou Collins
State Clerk

1977—Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist Clarence Kot
Comservation Technician, Randy Sohm
Comservation State Aide; Low Colling
State

1978—Donald  Kauffman District
Contervationist; Clarence Kaft
Conservation Technician; Randy Sohm
Conservation State Aide; Lou Colliny
State Clerk

1979—Donald Kauffmas District
Conservationist; Dave Krimak Soil
Conservationist, Clarence Kraft Soil
Conservation Technician: Randy Sohm
Soil Comservation Technician; Burdelle
Vohs part-time Asde; Low Collins State
Clerk

1

Dosald Kauffmas District
Conservationist, Russell Hamz Soil
Conservationist, Clarence Kraft Soil
Conservation Techmician, Randy Sobm
Soll Comservation Technician; Lou Colling
State Clerk

1981 —Donald Kauffman District

Coaservationist; Russell Matx Soil
Conservationist. Keith Kraus  Soil
Conservationist; Clarence Kraft Soll

Comservation Technician, Randy Sobm
Soil Conservation Technician: Lou Colling
State Clerk

1982 —Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist; Rewsell Hatz Soil
Conservationist; Keith Kraus  Soil
Cosservationist; Clarence Kraft Soil
Conservation Technician, Randy Sohm

Sotl Conservation Technician. Lou Collins
Seate Clerk

Ida Grove, IA 51445

m (712) 364-3181

We Salute SWCD |
on S50 Years

Big enough to serve;
Small enough to care

First State Bank

Conser Tony Risiker Soll
Conservationist, Clarence Kralt Soil
Conservation Techaician: Randy

Party Leader. Craig Busskohl Soil
Scientist

1987 —Donald  Kauffman Disurict
Conservationist; Jerry Sindt  Sol
Conservationist; Randy Sobm Soil
Conservation Techmician; Carl Loe Soll
Conservation Technician; Steve Sholiy
part-time Soil Comservation Alde; Lou
Collins State Clerk, Wayne Dankert Soil
Scientist Party Leader; David Reeves Soil
Saenust

19 Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist, Jerry Sindt  Sod
Conservationist. Shawn Dettmann Soil
Randy Sohm Soil

«1989—Donald Kauffman District
Conservationixt; Jerry Sindt  Soil
Conservationist. Shawn Dettmans Soil
Conservationist; Randy Sohm Soil
Conservation Techmician; Carl Lee Soil

Conservation Technician: Lou Collins
State Clerk; Steve Sholty Se
Conservation Aide-WAE: Jan Schug
District Employee

1990—Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist; Jerry Sindt  Soil
Comscrvationist; Shawa Dettmann Soil
Conservationist; Randy Sohm Soll

Conservation Technician. Carl Lee Stale
Technician: Steve Sholty Sail
Comservation Technician, Arlis Bahinsen
District Secretary. Mike Jensen Soi
Conservation Techmician part-time; Carol
Thomson soil comservasion aide

I”I—D-\nnld Kauffman Distoict
Jerry Sindt
Conserva Randy Sohm
Caonservation Technician, Carl Loe St
Technician; Arlis Bahasen District
Secretary; Carol Thomson Soil conserva
tiom aide

1992—Donald Kauffman District
Conservationist: Jerry Sindt  Soll
Conservationist, Randy Sobm Soil

Conservation Technician, Carl Lee

Technician; Arlis Bahasen Dy
Secretary. Carol Thomsos  Seil
Conservation Technicisn, Jod: Brums Co
op Employee

993 —Dosald Kauffman District
Conservationist Jetry Sindt  Soul
Conservationist; Randy Sohm Soil

Conservation Techrucian: Carl Lee State

Technician: Arlis Bahasen District
Secretary; Carol Thomson  Soil
Conservation Technician; Ronald
Wnterbof soil conservation ade

1994 —Neil  Stockfleth  District
Conservationist; Jerry Sindt  Soil
Conservationist; Raady Sohm Soil

Comservation Technician, Carl Lee State

Technician. Arlis Bakasen Disuict
Secretary; Carol Thomson Seil
Conservation Technician, Barbara

Krudien WAE Ronald Winterboff WAE

1995—Neil  Stockfleth Distriet
Conservationist; Jerry Sindi  Soi
Conservationist; Randy Sohm Soil

Conservation Technician. Carl Lee State
Technician; Aclis Bahnsen District
Secretary; Carol Thomson WAE: Harbara
Koudsen WAE; Ronald Winterhoff WAE

Battle Creek, IA 51006
(712) 365-4341
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Highlights from 1933 to today— WATERSIHED PROGRESS<-1

Ida's Soil Conservation o T Ton T o T o
e ~ No. | Watershed | Withdn | Structures | Ponds | Organization | Ci
Service keeps growing [i [swe sl w L3 | me | b
2 Perion 2,030 7 4 1946 1949
33—The US Soil Eros 198§§—10 years aftcr 1981—The board of superviso | 3 | EastAldrich 1,852 8 3 1953 1956
Sulv’t‘g‘m esublnhcdm e organizing, 364 lmyd ‘:w«ncn had approve an allocation of $50001 | 4 Pleasant Valley 3,664 20 9 1958 1965
1934.42—38 CCC Camps signed cooperator agreements. A "‘llu K"h‘:‘l“lcx“l:\"l'(;c'ﬂ“- 5 Quad V: 4,681 18 3 1960 1969
SCS in I co build heldin  cation owa-till program
were assigned 10 e 308 o Cheekee County. It was co. proved by disuict for the Galyg, | 6 | Crawford Creek | 8300 | 15 13 1965 1976
drainage problems sponsared by the district and local  Schaller Walershed. The SCSoffce | 7 Bitter Creek 11,000 5 5 1952 1995
1935—The US government re- implement dealers. About 350 €0 J:VEM‘AM nn:;cAcsxgvSem location | g West Side 1,800 3 3 1973 1985
d the Soil E Serv le were in atiendance with FmHA and ASCS. ‘
tll.lth‘ the :{;Il JZ':::'X‘H:;I:;:I p‘ﬂ.ﬂ—f??:: commissioners held 1982—On May 4 the distriq 9 AFMS.CS. 17,700 1 0 1980 1987
Service conservation bus fours for area co-sponsored a conservation tillage | 10 | West Aldrich 5,000 4 1 1957 1993

1937 —President Franklin D.
Roosevell wrote 1o stale govemors
encouraging stae passage of stan
dard soil district laws. Secretary of
Agriculture, Henry Wallace, fol
lows with standardized
recommendation w0 be passed by
state legislatures.

1937—First district formed in
the US. was the Brown Creck
district in North Carolina

1940—The first countywide dis
tnict 1o be formed in lowa was the
Montgomery County Soil
Coaservaton Distnct

1941—Extension personncl
promoted soil conservation by
g four farms to demonstraie
oatouring, crop rotating, and
liming

1944—Extension personnel
held a errace demonstration on the
Gus Shirrmacher farm. (Corwin 9)
Educational mectings were held
throughout the county 10 promote
the formation of & conservation dis.
trict

1945—On Jan: 13, a county
clection was held and district
formation was approved. Henry
Dall of Battle Creck, Edward Perion
of Ida Grove and J.B. Scott of
Danbury were elected as first
commissioners. They applicd to the
State of lowa to be formally
recognized. On Feb, 19 a stale
certificate of organization wa
ssued W 1da County

usi

1946—First three cooperalor  George Hoffman farm. A harvest (onscrvation Distict
agreements approved were with Ray ! stration was also held later
Bresnahan, H H. Boughton and year. (Logan 32) In July a
James Swphan. Work was com-  farmer-busincssman tour was held 1988—The district sponsored

ed on the development of Ida  Four busloads toured conservation the “Final Acre™ cercmony,
County watcrsheds utilizing Litde  practices in Ida County. marking the completion of the soif
Sioux Flood Plain Programs 1970—The district celebrates s Survey mapping
Perion was the first watershed 10'be  25th anniversary with a banquet 1991 —A no-till  seeder

given priority. There were nine
landowners involved
1947—Kirkholm watershed ap-
proved.
f

farms selected W

clergy and Farm Bureau ladics. The
commissioners sponsored Mrs
Bodholdis and Myrtle Brandt to a
tcachers’ conservation camp at
Spring Brook State Park
1958—1da County was featured
in the Soil and Water Magazine
1959—The Ida County District
was named arca winner in the
Sioux City Awards program
1960 —Plcasant  Valley
watershed priority approved A
parallel terrace demonstration was
held on the Bernard Collins farm
(Garfickd 27)
1966—Quad Valley watershed
approved for construction prionity
An Earthen dam was built at

Moorchead Park with SCS techni
cal assistance

1968—On April 30, the com
»-sponsored @ mini
demonstration on the

mum

1971 —The State Soil
Conservation Committee toured
snscrvation practices in Ida
County. The number of commis
sioners increased from three W five

demonstration on the Gel
Hoffman farm, (Logan 32) A high
residue cultivator demonstration
was held on Junc 8. The distriey .

purchased books on conservation ¢
for arca libranes

1983—The district, along with
the assessors office, convinced the 4

county to begin the comprehensive o
soil survey process. The commis-

sioners hosted @ soil siewardship
breakfast for arca clergy. On Sept &
8, the district sponsored a no-till 1

tour of three Jocal farms
The district promoted the lowa

2000 program, which established
the goal of five tonfacre/year soll
loss on all farms in 1da County,
1984 —The commissioners
hosted a luncheon and tour of farms
and watersheds for J. Michael
Nethery, state conservationist for
lowa. "First Acre” ceremony was
held to kick off the beginning of

the soil survey mapping.

1985—The commissioners,
along with the conservation board,
purchase a tree planter available o
all land ownery, The district spon.
sored air wurs for arca clergy 1o
promote soil stewardship. 1985
Food Security Act was passed by
the US. Congress, beginning
many changes in “voluntary com
servation.”

1986—First CRP contracts ap-
proved by the SCS

1987 —The Ida County Soil
Conservation District became the
Ida County Soil and Waler

available to arca landowners, wa

jointly purchased by the distr
Pheasants Forever

1992—Robert Croxell received
the Region 1 Outstanding

brant-Hayes Special Project

represent Ida ( ty in They were also clected during the  Commissioners Award. Distr
awards program co-spons November general election. The  sponsored a no-till soybean plant
the Sioux City Chamber of state sture passed the lowa ing demonstation on the Alan : . -
o gt A : Bt e equired cooperation in 1967
Journal-Tribur ¢ SCS office moved 1993—Everett Stll receiv
Smith, of post office (o the base Outstanding Commissioner A % The Grant-Hayes Special Project  Hershel Sheer, Floyd Konrady, The project was financed by the
Carl Huth and Marvin Volkert of the Main Street building  for Region 1 Fﬂstl up in 1967 by the Ida Russell Wood, Roy Stcwar:, farmers involved and with cost-
douglas Townshup od with FmHA 1994—A no-till bean planung B ity Soil Conservation District, Gunnar Johnson and Ray Bumann, sharc assistance through the
On Aug. | the SCS moved int nissioners established  demonstration on Glenn Wibe Ida County Agriculture Sr Agriculture Conservation Program.
the basement of the Post Office the I » soil loss limits 0 Goodenow farm was c« wored (Subilization Conservation Service During 1967 and 1968, the farm-  The Ida County ASCS Commitice
1948 kholm watershed mply with Ce vancy Law. Ida by the district b nd interested landowners. It in-  ers completed over cight miles of  first approved the project and then
work approved ( ty clergy were given air wours  Conservation Service beca he elodes a 3 605 acre tibutary drain-  terraces, five concrete grade stabi-  sent it to the state ASCS
1950 - acing t nnty Natural Resources ( hh\m the Soldier River in Grant  lization structures and cxtensive  Commitiee for its approval and ap-
b 1979—The district contributes  Service as part of USDA ‘and Hayes Townships. waterway work. The waterways in-  propriation of funds
) $9,500 1o the conserva board  zation 2 The farmers involved were volved over 120,000 cubic yards of The project represents how coop-
for the planting of trees in the 1995—I1da County d c ichard and Irvin Bumann, Clint carthwork, 12,708 feet of five-inch  eration and concem for conservasion
Crawford Creck Recreation Area. brates SO Anniversary with w- URailsback, Roger Corric, Ray tile, 22,194 fect of six-inch tile, can get a large project done. The
WX prog quet. Dale Cochran 1 SHargens, Christensen Brothers, 11,675 feet of eight-inch tile and  participants, especially the farmers,

1980—lowa 2

Eugene Gosch, Erwin Schug,

i

speaker

3,550 feet of 10 inch tile are 10 be commended

WOuld like to recognize and thank all
land stewards for the conservation work
accomplished over the last S0 years. With
your cooperation, we've been able to
protect the natural resources in Ida County.

Godberse’h - Smith
Construction
Ida Grove
712-364-3388

We Salute SW é[) on 50 Years

Bockelman Dozer

Servnce
‘ = Battle Creek

\

"For your terracing and general
dirt moving needs - see us!"

\
1

S——

Joy Dirt anstructlon
Cushing 1

712-384-2700 @

We do waterways, terracmg.
clearing and all types
of dirt work.

B & B Terrace Seeder

Ida Grove
712-364-2592
712-364-2779
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